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Ten years ago this week, on September 11, 2001, four airliners were hijacked in a terrorist assault on the United States by Islamist radicals belonging to Al-Qaida. Two of the
aircraft were flown directly into the upper levels of the Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre in Manhattan, New York, resulting in their total collapse. Some 3 000 people
were killed in the attacks. This photograph was taken seconds after the second hijacked airliner struck the South Tower. (PHOTOGRAPH: ROBERT A. cUMINS) SEE PAGE 8, 10
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Torah is a lens to the world

PARSHAT KI TEITZEI

Rabbi Ramon Widmonte
Bnei Akiva

A STUBBORN and rebellious child? Although I would
hope to avoid this rite of passage as a parent, like all
those privileged to be parents, it’s not something we
think entirely avoidable. But how far can it go?

In this week’s parsha we are confronted with an
extreme case: “If one has a stubborn and rebellious son,
that will not hearken to the voice of his father, or the
voice of his mother, and even though they chastise him,
will not obey them; then his father and his mother will
take him and bring him out to the elders of his city, and
to the gate of his place; and they shall say to the elders
of his city: “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious,
he doesn’t obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunk-
ard.’ Then the men of his city shall execute him...”

This concept is striking, shocking, bizarre! Our sages
were confounded by it - what did this child do wrong?
How could any parent ever be the very instrument of
such a process?

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 71a) cites an amazing opin-
ion: “The stubborn and rebellious child never happened
and never will happen!” This statement invites the obvi-
ous question - if this case never happened and could
never happen, why would Hashem include it in the
Torah?

In fact, this opens up a host of related queries: Is it pos-
sible that there would be sections of the Torah which
could (for a host of practical reasons) never be imple-
mented? And if so, what could be the reason Hashem
would include them in the first place?

What could be the purpose of having us learn Torah if
it could only stay in our minds, never making it into the
“real world”?

The Ba’al HaTanya gives us a beautiful insight which
explains this:

“Behold, whenever a mind contemplates and compre-
hends any concept, that mind grasps the concept and
embraces it... and simultaneously the mind is clothed by
that concept.

“For example, when a person properly and soundly
understands and comprehends any halachah in the
Mishnah or the Gemara, his mind grasps and embraces
it - and at the same time his mind is clothed by it...

“And when a person knows and comprehends this
decision with his mind as a halachah... he comprehends
and grasps and embraces (with his mind) the will and
wisdom of the Holy One, blessed be He, Who is beyond
human thought...This is a wondrous unification unlike
any other... through which a human can become one
with G-d...”

The Ba’al HaTanya says something profound which
goes to the heart of why we learn Torah - the first pur-
pose of Torah is to allow us (in a small way) to meet
G-d’s mind and will.

When a person learns Torah, he or she is assimilating
G-d’s way of thinking; and if a person does this enough,
eventually he starts thinking like G-d: his mind analyses
everything through the prism of Torah concepts and
ideas and the Torah becomes the lens through which the
world is experienced.

So, whether or not a concept in Torah can be practical-
ly implemented, is of course important, but the initial
purpose of Torah can be achieved in the absence of such
an actualisation - we can still, in our own way, reach out
and touch G-d’s mind and begin to reform our own in its
image.

Siggie
Wachenheimer
testing his
Shofar blow-
ing skills.

It is that time again
to blow the shofar!

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY RITA LEWIS

WITH THE upcoming Yomim Noraim,
High Holy Days that include Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, thoughts
turn to what these days mean to Jews
everywhere.

For youngsters and adults alike, some
of the exciting things about Rosh
Hashanah are the new clothes, the apples
and honey and of course the sound of the
shofar being blown in shul.

To explain how the shofar is made, how
it is blown and of course how each and
every one has a slightly different sound -
which varies according to its shape, size
and the way it has been formed from the
original horn, Chabad House has institut-
ed a series of learning sessions at what
has become known as their “Shofar
Factory”.

During the past weeks, hundreds of
Jewish children from Johannesburg’s
many schools including Eden; Hirsh
Lyons; all King David campuses; Mahar-
sha; Shaarei Torah; Yeshiva College, etc,
learned how to make a shofar at Chabad
House’s “Shofar Factory”.

The annual facility has proved to be so
popular that last week Chabad House
hosted a day for the “young at heart”.
Dozens of Johannesburg seniors partici-
pated in this special experience.

Under the guidance of expert shofar
makers, participants learned how to cre-
ate their shofars: how to clip the horns,
remove the inner cartilages, locate a hole
for the mouthpiece, cut out that area and
widen the mouthpiece.

Finally, they polished and applied shel-
lac to the finished product to make it look
brand new.

Once the shofar was completed, those
who attended had a chance on trying
their hand on how to blow different sho-
far blasts and could then practise these to
their heart’s content.

The “Shofar Factory” presents a great
learning opportunity for both youngsters
and seniors to familiarise themselves
with Jewish traditions, as well as to be
shown how to follow the sections of the
shul services where the shofar is being

blown.

In preparation for this unusual expo,
staff at Chabad House have been soaking
more than 500 rams’ horns in water, as
well as cleaning out the cartilage inside to
ensure that the horns are hollow and free
from impediments.

The inside cartilage is discarded, sym-
bolising “throwing away the bad and
keeping the good”, explained Shmuli
Weinbaum of Chabad Youth, who was
responsible for all the arrangements and
conducted the daily demonstrations.

The next step is determining where the
hole ends. This is done by inserting a bent
wire hanger into the wide opening of the
shofar. The opposite end is then sawn off
and a hole is drilled for the air to get
through.

For the shofar to be kosher, this hole
must go through the whole shofar and not
just through the side. A second drill bit is
used to form a cone-shaped hole, to
enable the correct sound to be made when
the shofar is blown.

According to our sages, the sound of
the shofar is compared to the cry of a
baby, which is “an appeal to G-d to listen
to us and hear our prayers for forgive-
ness”.

Prior to the demonstration, Rabbi Ari
Kievman discussed the purpose of the
shofar and its connection to Rosh Hash-
anah. The various halachot pertaining to
which horn may be used, were discussed.
For instance, a shofar cannot be made
from a bull’s horn, because it could
remind Hashem of the sin of the golden
calf.

The reason a ram’s horn is used rather
than any other, is to remind Jews of the
story of the binding of Isaac and the trust
shown by Abraham towards G-d.

The shofar is blown throughout the
month of Elul, excluding Shabbat and the
day preceding Rosh Hashanah. The mitz-
vah is to hear the sound of the shofar on
both days of Rosh Hashanah and at the
end of Yom Kippur.

« For information on the daily pro-
grammes run for Chai Seniors at Chabad
House, call Rabbi Kievman on 079-434-
1293.
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Forming a united interfaith leaders’ organisation

A UNITED interfaith leaders’ organisation —
the National Interfaith Council of South
Africa - was launched last Friday morning
with the union of the two competing reli-
gious leader bodies.

This brought to an end two years of divi-
sion within the interfaith movement in
South Africa, the Office of the Chief Rabbi
said in a media release.

The new organisation is now home to all of
the country’s religious leaders.

There was tension for the past two years
between the National Religious Leaders
Forum (NRLF) and the National Interfaith
Leadership Council (NILC). The NRLF was
formed in 1994 by the religious leaders of the
time on the instigation of then President
Nelson Mandela. NILC was created two
years ago when President Jacob Zuma came
into office.

“The leaders within the two organisations

came to the realisation that they had to put
the interests of the country first. It took
many meetings and private discussions fol-
lowed to iron out all the problems.

The release added: “The National
Interfaith Council of South Africa’s vision
and mandate is to help fulfil the South
African dream of unity in diversity. In a
world where religion often brings people into
conflict with one another, South Africa
stands as a shining light to the world with
this new organisation. The members... don’t
believe there is another such body that
brings together the country’s religious lead-
ers.”

The leaders see their organisation as a
“voice of the prophet, sharing moral values”.
They want the organisation to be the con-
science of society to tackle the issues of the
day.

At the launch, two co-chairmen were elect-

ed: Catholic Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and
Pastor Ray McCauley who were the chair-
men of the previous organisations. They will
hold office until there is a full plenary in the
next few months.

One of the religious leaders involved gave
an example of issue the council will tackle.
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein said: “The
Protection of Information Bill which is
before parliament is a moral and political

issue because journalists need to be free to
hold our society accountable and to investi-
gate and uncover corruption and wrongdo-
ing.

“One of the most precious gifts of the new
South Africa is the gift of freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of the media. We dare not
trade that freedom for immediate gain as this
would be selling our children and grandchil-
dren desperately short, “ he says.

Nationalisation? It depends
what you mean, says Turok

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

PROFESSOR BEN Turok
says it is “not true” that he
has dismissed the notion of
the nationalisation of the
country’s mines.

“It is dependent on what
you mean. The word
‘nationalisation’ contains
many different variations,”
the ANC MP and formerly-
banned Struggle icon told
Jewish Report in a tele-
phonic interview.

Turok points out that,
after the Second World War,
Britain nationalised its coal
and various other mines
and Germany and other
countries adopted particu-
lar models in this regard. Zambia tried
expropriating the mining companies, some-
thing he disregards as “a hopeless proposi-
tion, because the management is the key to
how these things operate”.

The key to state intervention - the term he
prefers to “nationalisation” - is the control of
management rather than the ownership of
the mines, he explains. “In South Africa, we
do not have the management capability in
the state to actually run a mine.

“If we took over the ownership of the min-
ing companies, we would have to come back
to the same managers and ask them to run
it.” This is what happened in Zambia.

“(Former President Kenneth) Kaunda
nationalised the mines and found that he
had to go back to Anglo American to sign a
management contract, which cost him tens
of millions of pounds at the time.” The
result was that the state actually received
less than it did when the mines were private-
ly-owned, because the taxation fell away, he
says.

Turok stresses that “populist slogans
around taking over the mining industry
without unpacking what we actually mean”
should be resisted. As to what motivates
these elements in their demands, he says
there are “suspicions” that certain mining
shareholders who acquired their shares
through the BEE process and are “heavily in
debt”, would like to “get rid of” these shares
through the nationalisation process.

“Certainly the (ANC) Youth League, for
instance, is propagating the idea of national-
isation,” he adds, “but one isn’t sure that
they have actually understood what that
implies, nor have they indicated clearly
what they would do about management. We
simply do not have the engineers in the ANC
or in the state who could easily run a state
mining company,” he emphasises.

The alternative being proposed in the
ANC - “and this is on the way” — is that there
should be a state mining company, which
will be wholly-owned and managed by the
state.

“It may be that we have enough capability
to do that in the case of one particular com-
pany, but my guess is that we would still
import senior management or mining
experts to help run the thing.

“We do need state intervention, there’s no

ANC MP, Professor Ben Turok.

doubt about that,” he adds,
referring to the “very, very
substantial” headline earn-
ings of African Rainbow
Minerals, headed by Patrice
Motsepe, as an example.

He says there is no doubt
in his mind that taxation of
the mining sector is not
high enough. “Certainly
the evidence of wealth in
the sector is huge.

“We need to look at the
industry very, very careful-
ly and whether these peo-
ple are really ripping off
the country and putting
nothing back.”

Referring to the recent
Sunday Times “Rich List”,
Turok says it shows that
there’s a huge growth in
wealth that is not being shared with the pop-
ulation as a whole, something he describes as
unacceptable. “The rich are doing too well,”
he maintains, while “inequality is growing.

“(The fact that) one person takes home
R600 million — something’s wrong. Since the
Freedom Charter (Turok authored its eco-
nomic clause) remains the guiding policy of
the movement, maybe we should look much
more seriously at how we tackle the
wealthy,” he proposes.

“The notion that the rich invest and build
the economy is partly true — I'm not saying
we don’t want capitalist enterprises — but it
seems that they’re overdoing it and they’re
externalising their assets anyway.”
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Your home overlooking the I:iul. |

Dimri Trio, Netanya

» 26 floor towers * 20 min. to Tel Aviv « Spectacular view
Park « 4-5 rooms stylish and
spacious apartments « Mini penthouses * Penthouses

« Children's play room in the lobby «

« Penthouses

& LY H. DIMRI

Your home hy the sea.
Dimri in Shmurat-Yam, Netanya

* 3 luxury towers « A minute's walk to the beach « Spectacular
view » Private Gym, tenants’ club and a swimming pools Park
Close to shopping mall and country club « 4-5 room apartments

For further details: 072-6971419 (Julian)
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NEWS IN BRIEF

COUNCILWOMAN OFFERS NEW APOLOGY FOR
HITLER REMARKS

SANTA ANNA - A councilwoman in Santa Ana,
California, has offered to apologise personally to a
Jewish businessman she had compared to Hitler.

Claudia Alvarez, the council's mayor pro tem,
invoked Hitler during an August 24 debate on a tax
for downtown property owners in comments
directed at Irving Chase, the son of Holocaust sur-
vivors who owns several blocks of downtown prop-
erty.

"Hey, so if Hitler rents you a place, he's giving us
a great deal, so who cares what he stands for?" she
said.

Organisations including the Anti-Defamation
League called for Alvarez's resignation after she
offered what the ADL called a "half-hearted" apol-
ogy to Chase and his son.

"I do want to apologise to the Chase family for
whatever reason they found my comments offen-
sive. That was not my intent," Alvarez said in her
August 25 apology.

In a statement released on September 2, Alveraz
went further: “At the council meeting, in the midst
of built-up frustration in the chamber, I inadver-
tently drew an egregious analogy to Mr Chase and
his son," the statement said.

"I now understand how hurtful and egregious
this must have felt to them whose family suffered
in the Holocaust. To the Chase family I want to say
how sincerely sorry I am for having caused you
pain.

“I also did not in any way, shape, or form intend
to trivialise the atrocities of the Holocaust and
now clearly understand the magnitude of the
offence my words created. My apologies go out to
anyone who was offended by my comments, espe-
cially to the Chase family and the Jewish commu-
nity as a whole.

“I sincerely regret having let my emotions get
the best of me and I'm working on making amends
and to rectify the situation.

“I have personally and through others reached
out to the Chase family and to the ADL requesting
to meet so I can apologise to them in person and
have a constructive dialogue." (JTA)

Latest Bet Hatefutsoth book - on
KZN country areas- is launched

DAVID SAKS

THE LATEST instalment in
the SA Friends of Bet
Hatefutsoth’s (SAFBH)
acclaimed series of publica-
tions on Jewish life in the
South African country areas,
was launched last week at the
AGM of the Council for
KwaZulu-Natal Jewry. This
was the fourth in the series.

This volume focuses on all
the localities outside of
Durban in which Jews lived at
one time or another. Previous
books have covered the north-
ern and eastern Transvaal
areas (mainly comprising
today’s Limpopo and
Mpumalanga provinces), the
northern and western Cape
and the southern and eastern
Cape.

It was originally intended
that KZN and the Free State would make
up one volume, but the sheer size of the
latter made this impractical. The Free
State book is in the final proofing stages
and the last three books will cover the
Southern Transvaal and  Great
Escarpment, Gauteng and the Western
Transvaal.

Travelling to Durban for the occasion
were SAFBH research co-ordinator
Elona Steinfeld and Country
Communities Spiritual Leader Rabbi
Moshe Silberhaft, both of whom spoke at
the launch. Rabbi Silberhaft entertained
the large audience by recounting some of
his interesting experiences in the field as
the country’s “travelling rabbi”, while
Steinfeld, after bringing greetings from

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft with Victor
Daitz Foundation trustees Brian Moshal
and Alan Benn. (PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED)

the two main project co-ordina-

tors, Rose Norwich and Adrienne
Kollenberg, presented a brief overview of
the country communities project, the
methodology followed by its professional
and volunteer researchers, its aims and
parameters and what had to date been
accomplished.

The function was opened with a mes-
sage of welcome by David Simpson, pres-
ident of the Council for KwaZulu-Natal
Jewry. Brian Moshal, a trustee of the
Victor Daitz Foundation that sponsored
the printing of the book, delivered the
opening remarks.

Steinfeld said that since the commence-
ment of the project some 18 years ago,
over 1 520 places where Jews had once
lived, ranging from medium-sized towns

to small hamlets and railway sidings, had
been identified.

Even if only one person lived in a par-
ticular locality at any time, this was doc-
umented. Originally, the intention had
been for the project to take no more than
a year or two to complete, but such was
the wealth of the archival material avail-
able, as well as the enthusiasm with
which the greater Jewish public respond-
ed, that the venture had progressively
expanded.

The latest volume in
the series is consider-
ably shorter than its
hefty predecessors,

since comparatively
fewer Jews settled in
the rural areas of
KZN than in those of
other parts of the

country.
Whereas in the
Free State, there

were nearly two dozen centres where
Jews established formal congregations
with a synagogue, in KZN the only cases
where this happened outside of Durban
were in Pietermaritzburg and Vryheid.
The story of KZN beyond the Durban
area is therefore more about individuals
than actual communities.

What is striking is how often such peo-
ple are recorded as playing a prominent
role in the civic, economic and profes-
sional life of the localities in which they
settled.

« Those interested in obtaining copies of
the SAFBH'’s publications, or in partici-
pating in the country communities project,
may contact Elona Steinfeld on (011) 645-
2598 or museum@beyachad.co.za
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An Asian-dominated future,
assisted bya super-intelligence

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

POLITICAL ANALYST and
futurist Daniel Silke, pro-
nounced himself very bullish
about Africa during a presenta-
tion to the Union of Jewish
Women’s adult education divi-
sion titled, “Tracking the Future
- Top Trends to Shape the World
and South Africa to 2050”.

Predicting a “distinct rise” of
the African middle class in a
whole string of African coun-
tries, he said it was no wonder
that Walmart was looking to
leverage its entry to the conti-
nent.

Speaking generally, he stated
that the world population was
forecast to rise by 2,2 billion by 2050, the
fastest-ever growth witnessed by humanity.
(Between 1960 and 2010, the world popula-
tion rose from three billion to the present 6,8
billion.)

The force of population growth in India
and China would require “substantial adap-
tation” by the Western world, he said.

Mankind was at a critical juncture, he
said, and had to be aware of and adapt to
trends to be successful. Citing as an exam-
ple the United States bookstore Barnes and
Noble, Silke said it had understood the
trend towards technology and had relegated
books to the back of the store, while devot-
ing an increasingly large floor-space to e-
readers.

The Borders chain, on the other hand,
was “fast disappearing as a brand because
they simply did not predict the trend
towards e-readers and stacked their stores
floor to ceiling with books”.

“The world has changed dramatically,” he
added. “Economic and political power is no
longer concentrated in the hands of the
developed economies and is shifting dra-
matically. Emerging markets have become
the centres of both economic growth and
geopolitical decision-making.”

There was evidence of a diminution in the
power of the United States along with a
shifting balance of power in the world.
“Citizens are demanding from unresponsive
governments and are using technology,
such as Facebook and Twitter, to organise,”
he said.

Changes were taking place in the media
as well, he noted, with information sources
for many having changed. Millions were
getting the message from Al-Jazeera,
instead of from more traditional sources
such as the BBC.

Political analyst and
futurist Daniel Silke.

Power was also shifting dra-
matically to those companies
that produced technology, like
Microsoft and Google. “Google
disseminates information on
their terms - it ranks informa-
tion according to what it wants
to give me, not what I want,” he
pointed out.

“For the moment, the West
still owns the key information
providers in the world, but I
foresee a future where Google
has a competitor in China,”
Silke said.

Because pensions had been
severely affected by the global
economic downturn, individu-
als were working for longer.
“There will be a range of ages
within the same working
space, with different attitudes
to how work gets done” which in turn would
be “difficult for human resources to man-
age”, he suggested.

The world and business was going
through an extreme era of regulation and
accountability, which would be critical in
the future, he said, mentioning the forced
closure of the UK’s News of the World after
a phone hacking scandal.

“The Brics (Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa) countries are going to
play a more important role than ever before.
It’s better for us to be a part of this emerg-
ing group of nations, because I believe we're
going to see a shift of business and com-
merce to these regions.

“It’s a feather in the cap for (President)
Zuma, even though there are political rea-
sons why China wanted South Africa in the
group,” he added.

“A much more collective group of nations
are going to have a say over matters,” Silke
said, mentioning that the G20 used to be the
G6. “The global order will no longer just be
made in the image of the West.

“(The US) doesn’t have the power (any-
more) to extend its reach across the world
like it did before, unless it is critical to its
own security,” Silke said, forecasting that
the country would “pull back” from many of
its international endeavours.

Europe’s power, too, was being whittled
away substantially by economic uncertain-
ty.

“Every prediction shows that China will
be the largest economy in 2050, the US sec-
ond, India third and Brazil may be fourth -
bigger than the UK. “Isn’t that astonish-
ing?” he asked.

The number of students in China and
India was increasing hugely and this would
make the world a much more competitive

place. “They used to be cheap labour - no
more.”

By 2050, a quarter of the world would live
in Africa, which would prove to be a big
demographic dividend for the continent.
“The world will come to Africa because the
workers are going to be in Africa.

“It could very well become a centre for
foreign investment going forward.”

Referring to this as the start of the
“Female Century”, Silke said that across the
world, people were choosing female leader-
ship. “This says something about female val-
ues as opposed to male values that got the
world into a mess.”

Thanks to science and technology, the
planet would age. “Computers are going to
become as powerful as the human mind and
overtake human intelligence by 2040,” pro-
viding tremendous opportunities for a super
intelligence to change the world for the
good.
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JWBS fun

raiser helps

to keep hunger at bay

Mia and
Jackie
Feldman
with Steve
Francis,
the co-cre-
ator of the
cartoon
characters
Madam
and Eve
and Kathy-
Jo Wein.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE YOUNG, dynamic Pivotal
Branch of the Jewish Women’s
Benevolent Society this week put on
the JWBS’s end-of-year gala event in
the form of a stylish “Casino
Evening” at the Sandton Shul Hall.

Real live croupiers, large roulette
tables, medium crap tables and small
black jack tables, as well as dim light-
ing, created an atmosphere of a real
casino.

However, there are not many “casi-
nos” where they give “money” away,
but at this event, everyone was actu-
ally given R500 worth of “funny
money” to get started — to place the
bets.

It sounds good to start with such
an amount which could go a long
way, but after it was spent, guests had
to buy the next batch with real rands.

But that’s what the function was
all about: raising money for the
needy - and in this case it was Feed
SA which was the beneficiary.

Throughout most of the evening
the finger food from the very good
caterers kept coming. Whether it was
fish fingers, hot dogs, liver in sauce
or whatever else, it was there aplenty.

Ticket numbers were selected by
members of the committee and the
three hosts, Mia Feldman, Steve
Francis and Kathy-Jo Wein, ann-
ounced the lucky winners of the
many prizes.

There was also an auction held at

which a Bafana Bafana shirt went for
R1000; a pair of diamond earrings for
R4 000; and a Mandela one tenth gold
coin for R4 500, as well as a variety of
miscellaneous items. They all helped
to raise funds to buy food for the hun-
ary.

All in all there were more than 80
names of people and companies list-
ed who had contributed to the suc-
cess and fun of the evening by spon-
soring and donating the many items
that were deemed “raffleable”.

At the end of the evening, a Kia
Picanta car - the cherry on top - was
raffled. This was won by Lyn
Wapnick.

Felicity and Hilton Goldstein with
Julian Kantor; Ricci Goldstein; and
Shana Berelowitz, decide what
number to back.

Sandy van der Zanden with Stan
Smookler.

Gil Lang and Oscar Koren.

Seeing the winning number come
up are an excited Yael Feldman;
Karen Malkin; Michael Horwitz;
and Malcolm Katz.

Jeffrey Wapnick talks to JWBS's
Jacky Shneier.

Lisa Hirshowitz; Shelley Segal;
and Trevor Milner.

Shelley Segal with lan Salit;
Jonathan Kahn; Andrew
Moritz; and croupier Thembi
Sibandla, spinning the ball.

COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448, lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

HASHOMER HATZAIR

Recruitment for chalutziut was started in South Africa in 1934-
‘35. In 1934 ML Genussow, a founder of the Zionist Movement in
South Africa, supported by Joseph Janower and Lazar Braudo,
persuaded the South African Zionist Federation to organise a spe-
cial Jewish National Fund fundraising campaign to purchase
land in the Beit Shein valley.

On the land they bought, a temporary settlement was estab-
lished in one day by Hashomer Hazair - the first example of the
“Tower and Stockade’ system later used for over 60 settlements.

The settlement was named “Nir David” to commemorate David
Wulfsohn, the second president of the Zionist Movement, who
like many South African Jews, was born in Lithuania.

Nechama Genossar, the daughter of Genussow, became a
founder of the Kkibbutz. (She also changed the spelling of her
name). She was later sent by Hashomer Hatzair as the move-
ment’s first shaliach to South Africa.

In 1938 the first group of chalutzim from South Africa
Hashomer Hatzair went on aliyah and joined Kibbutz Eretz
Yisrael Gimmel, which later became Kibbutz Hatzor.

Philip (Figgy) Gillon: Seventy Years of South African Aliyah.

« In one night, in 1947, 11 settlements were established in the
Negev, as frontier outposts, under the British Mandate, as part of
Ben-Gurion’s plan to settle the Negev.

BRAKPAN
From Morris (Mossy) Tucker:

“The oldest practising pharmacist in South Africa -by three days!
The realisation of this fact came about by someone challenging
me to phone the SA Pharmacy Council to find out who the oldest
practising pharmacist is. Lo and behold, it is me!

“I was born on July 10, 1924 in Brakpan (on the East Rand). I
attended Grey College in Bloemfontein, one of the finest schools
in the country that had such scholars as Bram Fischer, Kepler
Wessels and the late Hansie Cronjé and many, many others.

“I had the honour of being a scholar there for five years, and
matriculated there after which I decided to do pharmacy. I served
my apprenticeship with Simms Pharmacy in Brakpan for one
year and then transferred to their branch, also in Brakpan.

“I worked there during the day for two years and travelled by
train to evening tuition. I qualified in 1949.

“After qualifying, I started doing locums. Of all the locums,
some stand out more than others and the one which stands out
most of all was the pharmacy (south of Johannesburg) where
Daisy de Melker bought the poisons to do her ghastly deeds.”

To be continued.

« Daisy de Melker killed by poisoning, two husbands and a son
in order to claim their insurance money. She was convicted of
murdering her son, Rhodes, and was sentenced to death by Mr
Justice Greenberg. She was hanged at Pretoria Central on New
Yea’s Eve 1932, the first woman hanged in South Africa.

JOHANNESBURG
From Shirley Ancer:

“September 1976 was a very tense time in Johannesburg. On June
16, pupils from Soweto marched in protest against learning sub-
jects in Afrikaans. The march gathered momentum and soon
hundreds of schoolchildren had joined in.

“What had started out as a peaceful march, turned into a riot
as police tried to stop the march.

“Rumours of a black uprising were rife. Parents went on patrol
at some schools. People stocked up with food, candles and match-
es, gas canisters and some even bought generators in case there
would be long power failures.

“Can you imagine my panic when I received a phone call at
work: ‘There’s an armed, naked black man trying to get into your
house’?

“I phoned home. There was no reply. By then I was completely
hysterical. I drove home as fast as I could, quite ignoring the
speed limit...

“Before I could see my house, I heard sirens blaring; 1 saw
police cars with lights flashing. When I could get near to the
house, I saw armed police struggling with a very frightened, con-
fused man.

“It took me quite a while to explain to the police that this man
was our gardener who had been swimming with the children. He
had then gone to the gate to fetch the post.

“A neighbour driving past didn’t realise that the ‘naked’ man
was wearing a brown swimming costume and the gun he was
waving around was a toy gun.

“We can see the funny side of this now, but the incident reveals
how stressed most of us were.”

Re/max Netanya - International Team
Will be in Johannesburg from September 9th-15th & in Cape Town from September 16th-19th RF//V'M

EXCLUSIVELY MARKETING MAGNIFICENT PRESALE PROPERTIES BY LEADING DEVELOPERS IN
NETANYA, TEL AVIV AND TEL MOND. GREAT DEALS TO BE MADE IN BET SHEMESH AND MODI'IN.
*Professional advice on all legal and financial matters * Large amount of resell properties

FOR A PRIVATE MEETING PLEASE CONTACT:

info@homeinisrael.net - www.homeinisrael.net - Julian Shapiro +972-54-232-1800
Selwyn Hare +972-52-555-0482
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Northcliff’s unforgettable gala evenmg of music

RABBI PESACH FISHMAN
NORTHCLIFF SHUL

WHILE JOHANNESBURG boasts
many fine congregations, there is
something unique about some of
the outlying congregations - they
are community. Such is the case of
the Northcliff Shul, which hosted a
spirited “Evening of Music” on
Saturday, September 3 in a full
shul hall.

The Johannesburg Jewish Male
Choir which has performed widely
locally and overseas, were accom-
panied by Evelyn Green on the
keyboard and shared both tradi-
tional tunes and contemporary
compositions.

While the guests enjoyed a lavish
dinner, Chazzanim Barry Braun of
Cape Town, Ezra Sher and Rabbi
Ari Kievman, who is the shul’s
chazzan for the upcoming Yomim
Nora’im, enthralled the audience
with an array of toe-tapping tunes.
From chazzanut to opera to con-
temporary English (but still
Jewish!) songs the appreciative
crowd was spellbound until close
to midnight.

An audiovisual presentation
showed highlights of the early days
of the community in the 1950s and
early 1960s and the many regular
and special programmes that are
presently offered by the shul.
Mouth-watering prizes were then

raffled, the proceeds going to the
shul’s children’s and youth pro-
grammes to ensure the continuity
of the shul.

A special presentation was made
to Lewis and Tandi Weinstein who
are driving forces behind much of
what occurs in the shul. Four years
ago Tandi designed 10 richly-
coloured “stained-glass” windows
for the 10 1,8 square metre win-
dows in the shul hall. A framed col-
lection of miniatures of these win-
dows were presented by Rabbi
Pesach Fishman to the couple.

- For more information on the
Northcliff Shul, please contact
Rabbi Fishman on (011) 678-3015 or
073-265-8238.

Rabbi Pesach Fishman presenting Tandi and Lewis Weinstein with
Tandi’s Windows.

Maureen Disler takes
the reins at Benevolent

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
RITA LEWIS

MANY PEOPLE who respond
to the “call of duty”, often get
the feeling that they have not
done as much as they could
and should have.

At the Jewish Women’s
Benevolent Society’s 118th
AGM held at the Gerald
Horwitz Lounge at Golden
Acres, Maureen Disler who
has been the honorary life
president and vice-chairman
of the organisation, once
again came to the fore when
she was unanimously voted
in to take over the reins of the
organisation for another three
years as its chairman, from outgo-
ing chairman, Linda Shneier.

Apart from members and guests,
present also were Honorary Life
President Vera Davimes, Rabbi
Jonathan Fox and Ovadia Kaempf,
the chief financial officer of the
Chevrah Kadisha who brought
messages to the gathering.

Davimes, the sole honorary life
vice president, as well as five hon-
orary life vice presidents: Annette
Angel; Marlene Bethlehem; Belle
Katz; Natalie Koren; and Dinky
Segal, were present, as was the
immediate past chairman, Jackie
Feldman as well as Honorary
Treasurer Judy Wainer and
Honorary Assistant Treasurer
Lorraine Ware.

Dinkie Segal, honorary life presi-
dent, paid tribute to Disler who had
always done sterling work for the
JWBS and was always prepared to
go the extra mile for the organisa-
tion.

Presentations and badges for
long service were handed to vari-

JWBS’s outgoing chairman, Linda
Shneier, with Honorary Life Vice
President Marlene Bethlehem and
incoming chairman, Maureen Disler.

ous members of Benevolent,
including to Shneier, who said her
three years in office as chairman
had been “a worthwhile and special
time” and she was grateful for all
“the support and friendship of my
Benevolent family and hope to
be able to continue to serve
Benevolent for many years to
come”.

She said she “felt very proud to
wear the chairman’s badge and
even as I hand it over to Maureen
(Disler), I remain dedicated to the
vision of Benevolent, which is to
provide a lifeline to the numerous
needy in our community, helping
them to live with dignity”.

She spoke of the various services
offered and their contributions to
the Combined Jewish Trust and the
Jewish Students’ Education Fund.

The 55 Club offers a three-course
meal and entertainment to the
members who are bussed in from
their homes.

Handcrafted goods are made at
the Occupational Therapy Centre,
and those gifts are incorporated

into gifts in the Benarc Gift Shop,
or sold.

She spoke of both the tape and
book libraries and the Befrienders
Group which provides companion-
ship to the lonely, sick and house-
bound.

The clothing depot is well
stocked and offers all types of
clothing, blankets and household
items.

Shneier spoke of the numerous
sources of income: subscriptions,
the Benarc Gift Shop, legacies and
the Benevolent Bargains Shop in
Sandringham.

The annual Morning Market and
Book Fair; Yerachmiel Kosher
Kiddush Wine (which will be on
sale this year again); the various
Yomtov appeals; film premieres;
bingo and other entertainment are
all an ongoing source of income.

The Pivotal Branch produced a
recipe book: “There’s a Chef in my
Kitchen”, which was completely
sold out twice in South Africa and
has sold all over the world.

Shneier thanked all those invol-
ved in fundraising efforts.

She also informed the gathering
that the National Lottery Board
had assisted them financially dur-
ing the previous year and it was
hoped that the Lottery Board
“would come to the party again this
year”.

She said she could not have man-
aged without the wonderful office
staff at Benevolent - including the
two drivers Samuel Mohale and
Joseph Mafunise.

“I hereby hand over the reins to
Maureen and have every confi-
dence that she will steer Benevolent
in the correct direction.”

The names of the honorary offi-
cers are: vice chairman, Judy
Wainer; honorary treasurer,
Lorraine Ware; honorary assistant
treasurer, Jackie Feldman; hon-
orary secretary, Elaine Bobroff;
honorary assistant secretary, Leigh
Brouze; and immediate past chair-
man, Linda Shneier.

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

STRAUSS-KAHN RETURNS TO PARIS TO MIXED WELCOME

PARIS - Former International
Monetary Fund chief Dominique
Strauss-Kahn, received a mixed
welcome on his return to Paris after
sexual assault charges against him
were dropped in New York.

Strauss-Kahn, once a Socialist
Party leader favoured to beat
French President Nicolas Sarkozy
in the next election, was back in the
French capital last Sunday.

Many friends and supporters of

Strauss-Kahn, who is Jewish, have
expressed relief and joy at his free-
dom, especially in the low-income,
northern Paris suburb of Sarcelles,
which he once served as mayor and
which has a large Jewish communi-
ty.

But polls show that the French do
not want the former IMF chief par-
ticipating in this year’s political
campaign, even as a sideline com-

mentator.

Though rape charges were
dropped, another claim of attempt-
ed rape awaits DSK, as he is called
in Paris. The New York scandal also
brought to light his long history of
questionable sexual behaviour,
including a relationship with a sub-
ordinate that was deemed inappro-
priate but only mildly sanctioned by
the IMF.

Also, Strauss-Kahn’s Jewish
background recently stirred the
ongoing debate about the impact of
his behaviour leading up to his
return. A host on French Radio-Sud
on August 22 asked for comments
on remarks earlier that day by a lis-
tener who said that Strauss-Kahn
was supported “by a Jewish lobby”.

Those initial comments had been
quickly cut off by the host who first
heard them, but later in the after-

noon, radio host Eric Mazet again
raised the question.

“This morning I heard something
really strong from a listener who
explained that DSK was supported
by a Jewish lobby,” Mazet said. He
then asked listeners: “Is DSK sup-
ported by the Jews?” Some respond-
ed by saying they believed he was.

The radio was lightly sanctioned
by the French Superior Audio-
Visual Council, which demanded a
hearing with the show’s executives
scheduled for September 7. The
group said Mazet’s comments were
“of the nature to encourage com-
mentary susceptible to taking on a
discriminatory character”.

The National Bureau of Vigilance
Against Anti-Semitism also said it

filed an official complaint with

French prosecutors against the
radio station. (JTA)
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Avoiding agunah problems
for 9/11 widows

MICHAEL J BROYDE AND
YONA REISS
NEW YORK

WHEN UNTHINKABLE disas-
ter struck a decade ago and
close to 3 000 people were mur-
dered at the World Trade
Centre, the scale of destruction
created a unique challenge for
victims’ families: identification
of the dead.

With only fragmented human
remains and degraded DNA left
in the wake of 9/11, that task
became, in the words of the
National Institute of Justice,
“the greatest forensic challenge
ever undertaken in this country”.

For the families of Jewish vic-
tims, this problem was particularly
thorny. According to Jewish law, a
woman cannot remarry unless she
has definitive proof of her hus-
band’s death, lest she inadvertently
enter into an adulterous relation-
ship.

Jewish law dictates that death
can be proven in three ways: physi-
cal evidence, eyewitness testimony
of the death and certain confirma-
tion that the person had been in a
situation in which survival was
essentially impossible.

Absent such proof, this would
leave Jewish wives of those killed
at the World Trade Centre in the
position of classic agunot -
“chained” women, left in a legal
marriage with one who most likely
was dead.

For decades, such cases had been
few and far between. In centuries
past, however, this Jewish law was

a reference point for the wives of
sailors who had disappeared, sol-
diers who failed to return home
from battle and travelling mer-
chants who had vanished along the
way.

The consequences of being
unable to identify the dead do not
represent a uniquely Jewish prob-
lem. Declaring individuals dead
simply because they are likely to be
dead, can cause terrible complica-
tions. For example, during the
Second World War, President Jim-
my Carter’s uncle, Tom Gordy, was
declared dead by US officials after
being taken prisoner of war by the
Japanese, and his wife remarried.
But when the war ended, Gordy
returned home as a liberated POW
to discover, tragically, that his wife
had remarried.

Under Jewish law, Gordy would
most likely not have been declared
dead, and his wife would not have
remarried. The disappearance of a
person and the passage of time

alone, are not generally deemed
enough, under Jewish law, to
declare the person dead.

However, the circumstances
of someone’s disappearance, in
some situations, can support a
presumption of death. Two
illustrations  discussed in
Jewish literature are the man
who falls into a deep furnace
and one who drowns in a body of
water that has visible bound-
aries, such as a lake or a pond.

Of the first scenario, Jewish
sages wrote that a man seen
falling into a deep furnace may
be presumed dead because he
had no means of escape and is
sure to have perished. Of the sec-
ond, they wrote that a man who is
seen drowning in a body of water
with visible boundaries may be pre-
sumed to be dead because he surely
would have been seen or found on
shore had he survived.

It was this line of reasoning that
allowed the Beth Din of America, to
pronounce many 9/11 victims dead
in the absence of conclusive physi-
cal evidence.

When the Office of Chief Medical
Examiner in New York concluded
its investigation, more than 1 100
victims of 9/11 remained unidenti-
fied. Even with respect to the near-
1y 1600 victims who were identified,
the identifications could not auto-
matically be presumed to meet the
standards set by Jewish law.

In its quest to confirm the fate of
the victims, the Beth Din had to
determine whether and which
modern methods of identification
would comply with Jewish eviden-

tiary standards.

What would satisfy the physical
evidence requirement - DNA evi-
dence? What about dental records?
What about the recognition of
clothes or limbs?

In searching for answers, we
studied the literature of prior
tragedies, finding Jewish legal dis-
cussions of husbands who disap-
peared in the sinking of the Titanic,
in the collapse of bridges in Rome,
in avalanches in the Alps, in
artillery bombardments in the First
World War, and in the sinking of the
Israeli submarine Dakar.

We also looked at the cases of
Israeli soldiers who had disap-
peared during the 1973 Yom Kippur
War and, of course, at agunah cases
related to the Holocaust.

After 9/11, in some cases, the only
evidence for placing someone in the
World Trade Centre at the time of
the attack, was circumstantial -
phone calls made or e-mails sent
from within an office, swipe cards
indicating entry but no exit, and so
on. In certain cases, investigators
identified remains through the
modern technology of DNA analy-
sis.

After a rigorous analysis of Jew-
ish legal precedents, the Beth Din
determined that DNA evidence
could be marshalled for identifica-
tion purposes, certainly when cou-
pled with other circumstantial evi-
dence of an individual’s death.

In the few cases where investiga-
tors had found no direct physical
evidence, the Beth Din relied on the
third standard of proof: placing a
husband, with certainty, in a situa-
tion in which no one could realist-
ically be expected to survive.

More than 90 per cent of the casu-
alties of 9/11 were located at or
above the point where the planes
hit the towers, particularly in the
North Tower. With no escape and
facing almost certain death, those

people were akin to the man who
falls into a furnace.

Why withhold judgement under
circumstances in which an indi-
vidual’s disappearance so clearly
indicates death? One unfortunate
reason is because some people use
tragedy as an opportunity for
fraud and manipulation, or per-
haps as a way to make a fresh
start.

The chaos of 9/11 opened the
floodgates to a number of fraudu-
lent insurance claims and other
crimes. Another sad reality is that
sometimes, in the throes of despair,
mistakes are made.

In the decades after the
Holocaust, people thought to be
dead were discovered to be alive
and raising new families in other
parts of the world.

With time, the Beth Din of
America found sufficient evidence
to make a declaration of death in
each of the cases before it. In mak-
ing those determinations, the Beth
Din released each agunah accord-
ing to the principles of Jewish law
and enabled the victims’ loved
ones to mourn for those lost and to
begin to rebuild their shattered
lives.

Ultimately, the halachic process
provided a time-honoured frame-
work for honouring the dignity of
those who had died, while creat-
ing a sense of direction for the
spouses who had loved them.
(JTA)

Michael J Broyde is a professor of
law at Emory University. Yona
Reiss is the dean of the Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary at
Yeshiva University. Both are mem-
bers of the Beth Din of America.
This piece was adapted from their
contributions to “Contending with
Catastrophe: Jewish Perspectives on
September 11th,” released in August
by the Beth Din of America Press
and K’hal Publishing.
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Jewish Report

Where were
youon 9/117

SOME HISTORICAL events are so shocking,
people can tell you exactly where they were
when they heard the news. For many Jews,
the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin is such an incident; for
Americans, the assassination of US Presi-
dent John F Kennedy.

The September 11 terrorist attacks on the
Twin Towers in New York - the symbol of
Western power - did this for millions world-
wide: the horrible realisation that there was
no safe place on Earth anymore - not even in
the heart of the world’s superpower.

Ten years ago this week, 19 Islamist terror-
ists hijacked four airplanes, destroyed the
World Trade Centre’s Twin Towers, attacked
the Pentagon in Washington, among other
actions, and murdered more than 3 000 peo-
ple. Their audacity stunned the world.

An international project, in which the
Israeli paper Ha’aretz is participating, is
inviting people to share their 9/11 memories,
which will be published. Ronald Eissens,
general director at the Magenta Foundation,
was in Durban, waiting to fly home after the
disastrous UN World Conference Against
Racism (WCAR) that became an anti-Semitic
hate fest.

He commented on his feelings when hear-
ing about the New York attacks: “It was on
the one hand totally surreal, but on the other
hand, it had some strange logic after all the
hate we saw at the conference. This was the
result of hate and ever since, the Durban
WCAR is linked in our minds to 9/11... This
terrible attack not only changed the world,
but to a large extent it changed our way of
looking at things and dealing with issues.”

Attitudes towards Muslims in general
shifted. After the initial numbness wore off,
it gave way to such fury that normally mild-
mannered people cried out for revenge.
While the overwhelming majority of the
world’s Muslims do not support terrorism,
they also were tainted by 9/11 - not helped by
scenes of jubilation in some Muslim coun-
tries.

To add to the bitterness among Jews, there
followed the despicable attempts to appor-
tion blame on a “world Jewish conspiracy”, a
canard which to this day still floats around
the Internet — a cynical approach of not let-
ting facts get in the way of a good story.

Jews defend themselves against this lie,
but once you are placed in a position of hav-
ing to deny such an outrageous allegation,
you are already on the back foot, lending it
some respectability. This story will remain
and grow tentacles over time, entering the
realm of folklore - like the ancient blood
libels against Jews.

In South Africa we have never experienced
anything like that. And attitudes between
Muslims and others were never as polarised
- and that is still the case today. Muslim lead-
ers here condemned 9/11 at the time.

Among American Muslims, a recent poll
found an overwhelming rejection of Islamic
extremism and strong satisfaction with life
in America. Yet 55 per cent say being Muslim
in the United States has become more diffi-
cult since 9/11. Novelist Amy Waldman’s
new book, “The Submission”, tells the fic-
tional story of a Muslim winning the compe-
tition to design a memorial at the destroyed
World Trade Centre site, and the uproar it
elicited. Later, in real life, plans to build an
Islamic cultural centre near the site, ignited
anti-Muslim hysteria.

The world will never be the same again
after 9/11, nor the perception of American
omnipotence. The world is too small and dan-
gerous a place today for people not to get
along. There is just no choice. Moving to the
Middle East, still riven with distrust and
hatred, the lesson is even more profound.

Sadly, recent developments there - with the
increasing militancy of Turkey towards
Israel, its growing alliance with Egypt, and
the unpredictability of the outcome of the
“Arab Spring” - which could lead to democ-
racy, greater moderation and peacefulness,
or the opposite - leave no room for compla-
cency. Terrorism of the 9/11 type gets its
oxygen from such hatred.

OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

K .
Israel and its supporters hope to head off a vote in the UN Security Council recognising a Palestinian state when the

council meets again in late September. The council is shown meeting to discuss developments in Kosovo, August 30.
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY UNITED NATIONS)

Jewish groups say UN resolution is
inevitable, but its wording isn’t set

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

ALL BUT resigned to the inevitability of
a Palestinian push for statehood at the
United Nations later this month, Jewish
groups are hoping that its effects can be
blunted through aggressive diplomacy
and the threat of action by the US
Congress.

Jewish groups are urging foreign
diplomats to push for language that
would make any resolution more palat-
able to Israel and supporting a renewed
push to restart the peace process as an
incentive. Meanwhile, they are counting
on congressional penalties against the
Palestinians, should the eventual resolu-
tion be unfavourable to Israel.

“It’s still interesting,” said Daniel
Mariaschin, the executive vice president
of B’nai B’rith International, expressing
the cautious optimism characteristic of
a range of conversations with Jewish
officials that engage in UN forums. “We
don’t know what kind of resolution will
be introduced.”

The Obama administration is pressing
hard to avoid any resolution, and is hop-
ing instead to get the parties back to the
table under the aegis of the Quartet, the
grouping of the United States, Russia,
the United Nations and the European
Union that guides the peace process.

The administration recently dis-
patched Dennis Ross, the National
Security Council’s Middle East adviser,
and David Hale, its Middle East peace
special envoy to the region, to try to
come up with a formula for moving for-
ward that will convince the Palestinians
to shelve their UN bid.

“I have been in contact with the White
House, with Dennis Ross, David Hale and
their team, and I know they’re working
extremely hard with the Quartet,”
Representative Nita Lowey (Democrat
New York), the senior Democrat on the for-
eign operations subcommittee of the US
House of Representatives’ Appropriations
Committee, told JTA. “They’ve been work-
ing nonstop to be creative with their lan-
guage.”

Insiders with information about the
Quartet negotiations, however, say
they don’t have much hope that the
American efforts will succeed. The
Palestinians and Russia oppose lan-
guage in a statement that would
relaunch negotiations that include
recognising Israel as a Jewish State as
well as “realities on the ground” - code
for large settlements.

Palestinian officials continue to
insist that they intend to go through
with their statehood effort and will
ask the UN Security Council to admit
a Palestinian state as a UN member.
The United States has made clear that
it would veto any such resolution
before the Security Council, insisting
that the proper venue for achieving
Palestinian statehood is at the negoti-
ating table with Israel.

A resolution recognising Pale-
stinian statehood in the UN General
Assembly would likely gain the sup-
port of a majority of member nations,
but a General Assembly vote would be
largely symbolic and would not grant
UN membership to the Palestinians.

Jewish groups say efforts are under
way to persuade key countries to
shape a resolution that would be more
favourable toward Israel.

“We’re in a much better place than a
couple of months ago,” said Jennifer
Laszlo Mizrahi, the president of The
Israel Project. “A lot more of the diplo-
mats are better educated about nuances
and challenges and opportunities.”

A resolution recognising the eventu-
al necessity of Palestinian statehood
might even be beneficial if it included
the right language, Mizrahi said.

“A watered-down resolution that
doesn’t say where lines are, doesn’t
talk about refugees and recognises the
validity of a Jewish state, it’s a victory
for all sides, it would be win-win for
everybody,” she said.

Leading the outreach has been the
American Jewish Committee, which
has had 300 meetings with diplomats
from 70 countries in the past three
months - and expects a last-minute

flurry of another 100 such meetings
before the matter comes to a vote,
which is expected by September 21.

The AJC’s executive director, David
Harris, said the message was getting
across.

“There have been some in the Arab
world who have said recently that this
is not going to work, it’s not going to
advance the goal of a Palestinian state,
it may backfire, it may set the
prospects for peace back, and the
Palestinians may be blamed because
this was their idea,” Harris said.

Lowey and Jewish communal offi-
cials have said that in private conver-
sations, Palestinian leaders fear that
they have painted themselves into a
corner - that a failure to achieve state-
hood recognition would spur anti-gov-
ernment protests among Palestinians
inspired by the Arab Spring.

The Anti-Defamation League’s na-
tional director, Abraham Foxman,
said that might nudge the Palestinians
toward accepting a General Assembly
vote short of statehood recognition -
one that upgrades the Palestinian UN
delegation’s observer status.

“A lot will depend on language and
how it’s presented,” he said.

He also noted that Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas
has told Israelis in recent days that he
would be ready to return to talks once
a vote goes through, one way or the
other.

Lowey said that might be too little
too late and reiterated her warning
made this summer with Repre-
sentative Kat Granger (Republican
Texas), the foreign operations subcom-
mittee chairman, that the Palestinian
Authority could lose much of the
approximately $500 million in assis-
tance it receives from the United
States if it presses ahead with the vote.

“Both the House and the Senate are
very clear in cutting off funds to the
Palestinian Authority if they go for-
ward and take the vote without going
back to the negotiating table,” Lowey
said. (JTA)




