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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT,,
YYOOMMTTOOVV  AANNDD
FFAASSTT  TTIIMMEESS
September 23/24 Elul
September 24/25 Elul

Nitzavim/Vayelech

Starts Ends
17:47 18:36 Johannesburg
18:10 19:17 Cape Town
17:35 18:25 Durban
17:54 18:44 Bloemfontein
17:57 18:49 Port Elizabeth
17:47 18:39 East London

September 28/29 Elul

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Starts
17:49 Johannesburg
18:10 Cape Town
17:38 Durban
17:57 Bloemfontein
18:00 Port Elizabeth
17:51 East London
September 29/1 Tishrei
Candles to be lit from a pre-
existing flame

Rosh Hashanah First Day

Starts
18:38 Johannesburg
19:21 Cape Town
18:28 Durban
18:47 Bloemfontein
18:52 Port Elizabeth
18:42 East London

September 30/2 Tishrei
Candles to be lit from a pre-
existing flame

October 1/3 Tishrei

Rosh Hashanah Second Day
Ha’azinu/Shabbat Shuva

Starts Ends
17:50 18:39 Johannesburg
18:10 19:22 Cape Town
17:39 18:29 Durban
17:58 18:48 Bloemfontein
18:02 18:54 Port Elizabeth
17:52 18:44 East London

October 2/4 Tishrei

Fast of Gedaliah

Starts Ends
04:38 18:26 Johannesburg
05:07 19:08 Cape Town
04:22 18:16 Durban
04:42 18:35 Bloemfontein
04:38 18:39 Port Elizabeth
04:31 18:30 East London

THE OTHER day I was sitting and working in my office
at shul. It was Friday afternoon, the secretaries down-
stairs had gone home, and I was the only one left in the
building. 

I was preparing my sermon and shiur for Shabbos
when I heard the bell ringing. Now to be honest, know-
ing from experience that whoever was ringing the bell
was not coming to see me, I had no intention of going all
the way downstairs to get involved in someone else’s
business. 

Usually at these times, it’s either a wedding booking
for next year or a congregant wanting to pay an account.
I knew I had no appointments, so I carried on minding
my own business and kept working on my sermon.

But the bell didn’t stop. And then I heard loud bang-
ing on the front door. So I thought - what if it’s an emer-
gency? Maybe somebody really needs the rabbi, who
knows? So eventually when the ringing became quite
persistent, I went downstairs to check it out. 

Sure enough, it was a young man who had a problem
and very much wanted to speak to the rabbi.

I did my best to try and help him and then went back
to my office. Before wishing him a good Shabbos, though,
I asked him why he was so persistent. Why didn’t he give
up when for some time he was receiving no reply? 

He said very simply that he knew I was inside. I asked
how he knew and he answered: “Because I saw your car
parked outside.” Now I understood why he didn’t give
up.

I thought to myself: “Look at the tenacity and deter-
mination of this young man. He simply had to make
contact and so he did.’

How many of us would have given up?
How many of us have tried reaching out to G-d and

didn’t get an immediate reply or the answer we were
looking for and have since resigned ourselves to not
hearing from Him forever?

How many have tried to pray now and then and have
given up because they didn’t get instant results?
“What’s the use?” we argue. “I called out but there was
no reply.” 

It reminds me of the new Dial-a-Prayer for atheists.
You call this number and it rings…and rings…and rings.

The story of that Friday afternoon and the young
man who just had to see the rabbi, reminds us not to
give up, not to surrender to impatience. The very act of
prayer is beneficial to our inner peace, our serenity, our
very soul.

We know G-d is there. Just keep knocking on the door
until you get an answer.

We’ve just entered the month of Elul. Rabbi Schneur
Zalman of Liadi compares this season to a time when
the “king is in the field”. 

There are occasions when the king leaves his royal
palace to visit his subjects. At these times, he travels
through the countryside and anyone and everyone is
given the opportunity to approach the king and is
received with a warm, smiling countenance. 

Elul is a time when the supreme King of Kings is emi-
nently approachable.

Now, more than ever, He will respond when we call.
Please don’t stop ringing the bell.

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 

Geoff Lees 082-923-8317  

Tel: (011) 885-3742

trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za

www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

‘Extraordinary Service,

Extraordinary Trust’

Wishing our families, friends, clients & the

Jewish Community a New Year and life full of

Hashems abundant blessings for health,

peace, happiness, prosperity and security. We

sincerely thank you for your valued support

and for entrusting Stamelman Properties with

all of your property requirements, we will

continue to strive to offer you Extraordinary

Service and Extraordinary Trust .

SHANA TOVA UMETUKA

WIN AN ISLAND HOLIDAY & OTHER GREAT PRIZES
- VISIT WWW.STAMELMANPROPERTIES.CO.ZA FOR DETAILS

GLENHAZEL/GLENSAN

Hazelwood,
1 bed 

R550 000

PERCELIA ESTATE

5 Bed,
3 bath

R2.4 Million

HIGHLANDS NORTH

4 Bed,
3 bath,
pool

R2.6 Million

HIGHLANDS NORTH

Offices

R1.9 Million

SANDRINGHAM

3 Bed,
2 bath

R1.3 Million

SANDRINGHAM

3 Bed,
2 cottage,
pool

R1.9 Million

GLENHAZEL

3 Bed,
2 bath,
Pool 

R18,000 pm

ORANGE GROVE

4 Bed,
2 bath,
pool

R1.3 Million

DUNHURST ESTATE

3 Bed,
2 bath,
garden

R11.000 pm

ORANGE GROVE

3 Bed,
2 bath,
pool

R899.000

HIGHLANDS NORTH

3 Bed,
2 bath,
pool

R999.000

HIGHLANDS NORTH

3 Bed,
2 bath,
pool

R699.000

HERRONBROOK 

2 Bed 
garden unit
from

R599.000

IBIS ESTATE

2 Bed 
garden unit
from

R599.000

SYDENHAM

4 Bed,
3 bath,
pool, cattage

R1.3 Million

GLENHAZEL

3 Bed,
pool,
garden

R1.8 Million

LYNDHURST

3 Bed, 2
bath, jucuzzi,
garden

R999 000

SAVOY ESTATE SANDRINGHAM

4 Bed,
3 bath,
pool

R2.2 Million

SANDRINGHAM

3 Bed,
pool,
2 cottages

R18.000 pmR699 000

3 Bed,
2 bath,
garden

PARSHAT
NITZAVIM/VAYELECH
Rabbi Yossy Goldman
Sydenham Highlands North Shul

‘Keep knocking
on the door!’

JUDGEMENT DAY approaches, the Days of Awe are here.
We are unprepared, we are so caught up in the bustle of life
that we scarcely have a moment to take stock, reflect, to look.  

Who are we, where do we come from and where are we
going? What legacy are we leaving this world in our daily
lives? What will people remember about us when we are no
longer here?

As I write these words an event stands out in my mind,
not because it is that unique, but because of the horror of
the event. A taxi driver does something wrong on the road,
a driver in a car in front of the taxi jumps out, words are
exchanged, possibly blows.  

The fiancé of the driver jumps out the car. The taxi driv-
er drives off at speed, the fiancé is dragged under the taxi
for 700m. The woman is severely injured but survives.  

We all know this story. The taxi driver claims he was
assaulted and therefore drove off at speed to escape the
assault. What really happened is not known at this point.
But one thing is certain, it appears it is another example of
road rage which had tragic consequences. That is a story
of two strangers who met and because of the anger their
lives will never be the same.  

Let’s not talk about taxi drivers however, let’s talk about
fine Jewish families. Brothers and sisters, uncles and
aunts, husbands and wives who bear grudges and anger
against each other for years and sometimes even decades.
Children growing up in homes that “he or she is the one
that our family does not talk to”.  

Sometimes the following is heard: “He deserves it,” or “It
is the principle of the matter,” or “What he did was unfor-
givable,” etc. These are simple tricks of the Yetzer Hara
and our own ego.  

Our rabbis teach us that it is not Jewish way to bear
grudges, that it is a quality which is only found among
uncouth people. But more than that, the single most impor-
tant quality that we can bring to Rosh Hashanah is called
Maavir al Midotav which roughly translated means to let it
go, to not stand on your honour, to not demand retribution.
It should be pointed out that if somebody does owe you
money you do not have to forgo your claim.

I refer mainly to the sense of hurt, insult, pride, betray-
al that we feel when our friends and family let us down or
do what we don’t believe in. The Gemorah in Rosh
Hashanah teaches that when you stand on the Day of
Judgement, Rosh Hashanah, all that you have done is
placed on a scale. If, however, a person in his own life does
not stand on his ego and is easy and flexible when he is
wronged, Hashem pays back measure for measure,
Hashem goes easy on him.

As we go through our lives, it is so easy to lose sight as to
what makes us in the Divine image. To forgive and not bear
grudges is the challenge for every single Jew as we
approach Rosh Hashanah.

There are some people to who this comes easily and
there are others who struggle with it. But just as the Torah
commands us not to have treif in our stomachs, it com-
mands us not to have treif feelings in our hearts.

You might say that it is easy to say but difficult to achieve.
Just weigh up for a moment what you lose and what you
gain. Holding on to resentments can cause illness, destroys
relationships, sets a bad example for the next generation,
can literally cause people to kill each other.  

No rational person would continue to bear grudges if
they realised the cost. Let us delve into our hearts and truly
forgive and not just mouth the words. In so doing the
Heavenly courts will reflect our behaviour and we will
merit a good and a sweet new year.

ROSH HASHANAH
MESSAGE
Rabbi Ron Hendler
Northfield Minyan - Beit Chana

THE BETH Din reminds
the Jewish public to make
Eruv Tavshilin this year
on Erev Rosh Hashanah
September 28, Erev Succot
October 12, and Erev
Shmini Atzeret October 20,
so that food may be cooked
on Yomtov for Shabbat -
provided that the
stove/oven is left on.

The text for Eruv
Tavshilin can be found in
the Siddur or Machzor.

Let it go...

BETH DIN ADVISES
ON ERUV TAVSHILIN 
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CHIEF RABBI WARREN GOLDSTEIN

“YOU ARE my witnesses, says
Hashem” (Isaiah 43:12). We have a
sacred duty to testify to certain basic
facts in order to ensure that there is
goodness and justice in the world.  

To understand what this duty means,
it is helpful to refer to a very important
mitzvah which instructs us to testify in
a court case, irrespective of whether it involves
monetary matters or is a criminal trial.  

A competent witness who knows informa-
tion vital to the outcome of a matter, is
required as a mitzvah to come forward to tes-
tify. In the same way, every single Jew is obli-
gated to testify to certain basic facts in the
court of public opinion. 

We are all duty-bound to rise to the chal-
lenge with pride, confidence and strength to
testify to the moral foundations of the world.  

We fulfil this calling every Friday night as
we gather around our Shabbat tables and
recite the words of the Kiddush prayer in
which we declare that G-d created the world.
Rosh Hashanah, specifically, is the anniver-
sary of the creation of Adam and Eve.

The truths that G-d created the world, He
took us out of Egypt, and He gave us His Torah,
are the moral pillars of our world, that guide us
as a community, and as individuals, in our day-
to-day lives as we confront the challenges of
our times. When we affirm that G-d created the
world, we testify to the fact that the beauty and
engineering brilliance of the universe is His
work. When we affirm that G-d took us out of
Egypt, we testify that He is interested in human
affairs and He guides history.  

When we affirm G-d gave us His Torah, we
testify that He wants us to live in accordance
with the moral and spiritual principles which
He revealed to us.  On Rosh Hashanah we tes-
tify to the fact that we are accountable to G-d
for all our actions - good and bad.

Just as importantly, we are called upon to
hand these testimonies on to our children. We
do all of this so they, too, will become G-d’s
witnesses and in due course be able to testify
about the basic truths which form the moral
foundation of the world. And one day, they

will, please G-d, hand this testimony
on to their children.  

In modern times there are other mat-
ters of historical fact we need to testify
to. We need to bear witness to the enor-
mous tragedy of the Holocaust and
refute anyone who denies it occurred
or the scale of its devastation.  

More than ever, we need to stand as
brave witnesses to the fact that G-d gave

us the Land of Israel, that He promised the Land
to our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
and that He gave it to our ancestors when
Joshua entered it, and that through our Judaism
we are connected, and have been connected to
the Land of Israel for almost 4 000 years.  

We need to testify to basic facts and remind
the world of the truth of the justice of the
cause of the State of Israel.

To be G-d’s witnesses is not only about what
we say, but also about what we do. The most
eloquent and powerful testimony we can
deliver, lies in the way we lead our lives based
on our Jewish values.  

We need to be model human beings in all
areas of life. At the most basic level, we have
to be model citizens who abide by the laws of
the country, pay taxes diligently, vote in elec-
tions, as is the moral duty of every citizen,
and reach out to the underprivileged within
our society to improve their lives.  

We need to be exemplars of interpersonal
relationships of goodness, in accordance with
the Torah’s mitzvot. We also need to live lives
of connectedness to G-d through His mitzvot,
such as prayer, Torah learning, Shabbat, and
others, that bind us to Him, and uplift our lives.

To be a witness for G-d requires bravery, con-
fidence, clarity, a sense of mission. Let us do so
this year as a community while we prepare to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah. Let us take the inspi-
ration of this festival and stand proud to face
the world and ourselves, and declare the basic
truths that underpin all of human civilisation -
truths without which the world could not exist,
truths that give energy and sustenance to the
entire enterprise of human civilisation.

Gina and I would like to wish the entire
community a good Yomtov, and G-d’s richest
blessings for a good and sweet New Year.

Chief Rabbi’s Rosh message 
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ROBYN SASSEN, MOIRA SCHNEIDER AND
DIANE WOLFSON

FOR MANY of us, Rosh Hashanah has
crept up quietly in our calendars and sud-
denly we need to do important things like
buy new clothes, check our consciences,
resolve to behave better in the new year and
secure shul seats for the upcoming High
Holy Days.

The Jewish Report did a phone around to
some of the country’s key shuls to establish
what it takes, and that, for many shuls, it is
still not too late to get good seats.

According to Rabbi Yossi Chaikin of
Oxford Shul in Johannesburg, what you will
get for your R1 800 for your festival seat, is
“the chance to listen to the best chazzan in
town, Tzvi Gudelsky, and the shul’s choir
under the baton of Bryan Levy; the chance
to sit on a beautiful upholstered seat, cer-
tainly the best in South Africa and as to the
quality of the rabbi,” he modestly side-
stepped, “you need to ask someone else.” 

The shul offers reductions for students
and children. Membership costs R5 575 for
couples and R3 500 for singles, and the
Yomtov seat is included in this price, (011)
646-6020.

At the Pretoria Hebrew Congregation,
the price for a Yomtov seat is R250 for the
first seat, and R200 for each additional seat
(men’s or ladies’). “The price,” they con-
firmed, “is applicable whether you use the
seat for one, two or three days.” Annual
membership is R4 075 for a couple and 
R2 430 for one person.

Cyrildene Shul, in Johannesburg, is com-
bining seating costs for Yomtov with mem-
bership: R2 160 per person, but they offer an
“early bird” rate of R1 800 if membership is
taken out before the end of September. 

Adds the shul’s secretary, Rhona Flink:
“If people feel that they only want to buy

seats for Yomtov, they must call our
offices.” The initiative, she explained, is to
“get people to feel at home in the environ-
ment. Cyrildene appointed a new rabbi,
Yochanan Ziegler, early in 2011, and he’s
very proactive in wanting to develop the
community,” (011) 616-3312. 

Edenvale shul’s Yomtov seats are R225 for
members; R500 for non-members. Mem-
bership is R470 a month for families; R240 a
month for individuals, (011) 453-0988.

The Gardens Shul, in Cape Town has seat
prices that range according to their posi-
tion. Men’s seats in the first two rows cost
R500; women’s seats, R350. In the rest of the
shul, men’s seats are priced at R350, and
women’s at R250. 

The shul will halve these prices if the
congregant is only there for one of the
Yomtavim. Annual membership is from 
R1 573 per single person or R2 886 per cou-
ple, (021) 465-1405.

Similarly, the Green and Sea Point
Hebrew Congregation offers shul seats
ranging from R260 to R1 100, depending on
their position in the shul. Annual member-
ship is R1 750 for single members; R2 910 for
couples, (021) 439-7543.

Seats at the Claremont-Wynberg Hebrew
Congregation are R540 for Yomtov. There
are student prices: students are advised to
contact the office, (021) 671-9006.  

Ohr Somayach, Cape Town prices its
Yomtov seats at R500, (021) 434-6772.

The Great Park Shul in Oaklands,
Johannesburg combines membership, the
position of the seat and UOS affiliation fees
in its membership price, which averages at
about R3 265 for a single downstairs seat,
and R2 700 for an upstairs one. 

Just a holiday seat costs R2 000, regard-
less of its position in the shul. “It makes
sense to be a member,” quips shul secretary
Sandy Budin, (011) 728-8152.

What the High Holy
Days shul seats cost
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RABBI BEREL WEIN 
FOUNDER OF THE DESTINY FOUNDATION

WE’RE ALL familiar with the Jewish cus-
tom of dipping an apple into honey and eat-
ing it on the night of Rosh Hashanah. All
Jewish customs have Torah, historical and
traditional origins, though many
may be now somewhat obscure due to
the passage of time and the circum-
stances of the long exile of Israel.

So why the apple? Is not placing
honey on the piece of challah bread
that we begin the meal with sufficient
to symbolise a sweet year? What is
the special symbolism of the apple
that makes it the fruit that most
graces our Rosh Hashanah table?

The sophisticated doubters among
us have stated that the apple is used
because it is the fruit that was most
available in all of the areas of the
world of the Jewish exile. 

However, such reasoning begs the
question and misses the entire point
of the reasons for the preservation of
Jewish customs. which reinforce Jewish
identity and memory. They serve to remind
us of our special responsibilities and duties
toward G-d and man. 

One of the tragedies of the alienation of
many Jews currently from their heritage is
their ignorance and non-participation
regarding Jewish customs. Thus, the cus-
tom of the eating of the apple dipped into
the honey on the night of Rosh Hashanah
does have a special traditional significance
over and above the ready availability of the
fruit at this season of the year. And it is this
special significance of memory that
enhances the beauty and even the sweetness
of the custom.

Fruit of affection
One of the fruits to which the Jewish people
are compared to in Solomon’s Song of

Songs, is the apple. 
The Midrash informs us that the apple tree

puts forth the nub of its fruit even before the
leaves that will surround and protect the lit-
tle fruit at its beginning are fully sprouting. 

The Jewish people, by accepting the Torah
with the statement: “We will do and we will

understand” - placing holy action and obser-
vance of Torah commandments before
understanding and rational acceptance -
thereby imitated the behaviour of the apple. 

The apple also served to remind the Jewish
people of their enslavement in Egypt and
their deliverance from that bondage. Again,
according to Midrash, the apple served as the
fruit of affection between husband and wife
during the long and painful period of abject
slavery. 

It provided them with hope for the future
and the determination to bring a future gen-
eration into the world, despite all of the
bleakness of Jewish circumstance. 

Garden of Eden
It is interesting to note that in general socie-
ty, the apple is assigned the role of the fruit of
temptation in the biblical story of Adam and

Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
However, the Talmud, when listing the

possible “fruits” that may have been prod-
ucts of the Tree of Knowledge in the
Garden of Eden, does not include apples in
that list. The “fruits” mentioned are wheat,
figs and grapes.

There is one Jewish source for an apple
being that fateful fruit, quoted in Midrash,
but it does not have the weight of authority
that a statement in Talmud possesses. 

The Christian world, adopted the view of
that Midrash and all Christian
art, story and religious tradi-
tion for the last 1 500 years has
given the apple a bad name.

Not so among Jews, where
the apple retains its positive
symbolism and has its place of
honour on our Rosh Hashanah
table - as a harbinger of a good
year.

Hey, Honey!
Another favourite food staple in
the Jewish home during the
High Holy Day season is honey.
Traditionally, from Rosh
Hashanah until after Succot,
honey is served with every
major meal. 

Aside from the caloric disaster that this
custom entails, one is really hard pressed to
find a negative thing to say about honey.

The custom of honey on the Jewish table
during the High Holy Day period is an
ancient and universal Jewish custom. It is
already recorded in the works of the
Babylonian Geonim in the 7th century, and
probably dates back to even much earlier
times. It is no exaggeration to say that Jews
always seemed to possess a sweet tooth.

Sweet means dear, precious, enjoyable,
satisfying, serene, secure and something
most pleasing. That about sums up our
hopes and prayers for the new year, and
therefore honey serves as our representa-
tive in expressing these fervent hopes and
prayers.

However, honey represents more than
sweetness per se. It is one of the attributes

of the Land of Israel which is described in
the Bible as being a land that “flows with
milk and honey”. Thus honey on the table
always reminded the Jew wherever he or
she resided, of their ancient homeland of
Israel and of the Jewish attachment to its
history. 

Actually, the honey referred to in the land
flowing “with milk and honey” is not the
common bee honey that we use today, but
rather describes the honey of biblical times
that was primarily produced from overripe
dates. 

Is it kosher?
The use of bee honey as a permissible
kosher food, raises an interesting halachic
question. The general rule is that food prod-
ucts that are derived from non-kosher crea-
tures are never considered to be kosher for
Jewish use as a food. Bees are a non-kosher
species of insect life, and therefore one
would think that the honey that they pro-
duce within the sacs of their bodies would
also not be kosher. 

Yet we find in the Bible that bee honey
was eaten without compunction - the story
in the book of Judges of Samson and the
bees producing honey on the lion’s carcass
being only one such example.

Why is honey different from, say, milk
from a camel that remains non-kosher.

The rabbis of the Talmud studied the
problem and decided that the sac in the bee
that contains the honey is halachically con-
sidered to be only a storage place of the
honey, and neither it or the honey produced
are an integral part of the bee’s body. 

By contrast, the milk-producing organs
and the lactating process of the camel are an
integral part of the camel’s circulatory and
digestive system, and thus the camel and its
milk product both have the same status of
being non-kosher.

Its symbolism of sweetness in life, its con-
nection to the Land of Israel, its role in
halachic discussion, decision and precedent
concerning its kashrut, all have combined to
make honey a “Jewish” food. 

The use of honey is certainly one of the
more enjoyable customs of Jewish tradition. 

Apples and honey
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

THIS ROSH Hashanah issue of the Jewish
Report comes in the midst of a maelstrom of
political developments concerning Israel in the
Middle East and at the United Nations. 

The pace foretells a new year of drama and
change - with dangers and opportunities. The
“Arab Spring” continues to overthrow long-
term dictators; two major Muslim countries,
Turkey and Egypt, are reassessing links with
Israel; and as the Jewish Report was going to
press this week, Israel was facing a huge diplo-
matic challenge at the UN with the Palestinian
push for recognition of a Palestinian state. 

Frantic last-minute manoeuvres were under-
way in New York outside the UN forum to
restart stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace talks,
as the moment for the statehood submission
approached (today, Friday). 

South Africa has said it will vote in favour of
UN recognition of a Palestinian state. This
evokes disquiet among South African Jews -
even though South Africa’s official ME policy
endorses a two-state solution. 

For most people worldwide, the situation is
perceived in simple terms: Palestinians have
waited over 60 years for their state, so why
shouldn’t they get UN recognition for it now?
Why would we not support their bid? This is
more or less how President Jacob Zuma
described it in a recent interview on television. 

Things are, however, not so simple, even for
strong supporters of the concept of a
Palestinian state, which includes a majority of
Israelis - and probably a majority of South
African Jews as well. 

The Middle East is one of the most complex
areas in the world, with a long history of con-
flict and volatility. Different parties have vastly
different understandings - religious and secu-
lar - about the region’s past, present and
future. 

Countries who oppose a Palestinian UDI
want the state to be created instead through
negotiations with Israel, which would finally
end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Many other
countries - probably a majority in the General
Assembly - will vote in favour of UDI. The
United States’ promise to veto the bid in the
Security Council, will not end the crisis. Sadly,
many years of negotiations in the past have
also not produced a settlement.  

Ultimately, the two sides have to talk - there
is no alternative, as we know from our South
African experience. A vote for a state now may
sound like a step forward to some, but is likely
to exacerbate the situation on the ground and
make future negotiations untenable. The
potential for unrest and violence in the region
is significant.

South African Jews also have another poten-
tially worrying event down the road in the new
year - the Russell Tribunal on Palestine, to be
held in District Six in Cape Town on November
11. It is essentially a kangaroo court which will
be conducted under a façade of “impartiality”,
designed to paint Israel in the worst possible
light. 

While its effect on Israel itself will likely be
minimal, it could play out very negatively in
the South African media and society, and
impact on the sense of security of the highly
Zionistic South African Jewish community.

All in all, we will undoubtedly be living
through “interesting times” (in the Chinese
sense) in the months to come. Hopefully, some-
thing positive will emerge - perhaps the oppor-
tunities of this tumultuous time will outweigh
the pitfalls. 

Finally, we cannot celebrate Rosh Hashanah
without remembering the aching sore festering
in the Jewish, Israeli and international scene -
the plight of kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad
Shalit, held in isolation by Hamas in Gaza for
the past five years, denied even access by the
Red Cross. 

This disgrace stains the Palestinian and
Arab world, as well as countries supporting
them. A wish for his release should be included
in the prayers of all Jews on Rosh Hashanah. 

*****

Due to the Yomtovim, the Jewish Report will
not be appearing next week. Our next issue will
be on Friday, October 7. We wish all our Jewish
readers and advertisers Chag Sameach. May
you be inscribed for a sweet year! 

Tumult, pitfalls
and opportunities

OWN CORRESPONDENT
RAMALLAH

THE PALESTINIANS did not wait for the
Fat Lady to sing - in a “pre-emptive strike”
for UN recognition of their statehood, they
started celebrating on Wednesday -
although the formal request is only slated
to be discussed at the UN on Friday. The
Palestinians will then present their formal
request to UN chief Ban Ki-moon.

The Palestinian Authority launched offi-
cial statehood celebrations across the West
Bank cities despite their UN bid's somewhat
ambiguous future and warnings from
President Barack Obama that the US would
veto the bid in the Security Council - and
threats by the US Congress that the gener-
ous American aid to the Palestinian territo-
ries could dry up.

Obama reiterated on Wednesday at the
opening of the UN General Assembly ses-
sion, that peace between the Israelis and
the Palestinians would not come about
through resolutions at the UN, issuing a
warning to Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas ahead of Abbas’ UN Security
Council bid on Friday. 

Addressing world leaders, Obama put the
onus on the two sides to break a yearlong
impasse and get back to the negotiating
table. 

"There is no short cut to the end of a con-
flict that has endured for decades. Peace is
hard work. Peace will not come through
statements and resolutions at the United
Nations," Obama said. 

"Ultimately, it is Israelis and Palestinians
who must live side by side," Obama added.
"Ultimately, it is Israelis and Palestinians –
not us – who must reach agreement on the
issues that divide them: on borders and
security; on refugees and Jerusalem." 

Obama stressed that he believed in an
independent Palestine, but one that will be
achieved through negotiations with the
Israelis. The US is backing Israel's view that
direct talks offer the only route to peace.

Obama will follow up his speech with sep-
arate meetings with Israeli and Palestinian
leaders as he seeks to coax both parties
back to direct peace talks. 

At the same time, US officials are conced-
ing that they probably cannot prevent
Abbas from moving forward with his
request to the UN Security Council for full
Palestinian membership. 

Recognising that Abbas seems intent to
proceed, Obama is expected to privately ask
the Palestinian leader to essentially drop
the move for statehood recognition after
Abbas delivers a formal letter of intent to
the UN on Friday.

Both Netanyahu and Abbas have said
they are prepared to engage in direct talks,
but Abbas has so far appeared determined
to press ahead with the statehood bid.

The US wants to give the "quartet" of
mediators time to produce a statement that
would be the basis for resumed peace nego-
tiations, though efforts by the US,

European, Russian and UN mediators
have yet to produce guidelines for the
resumption of talks.

The quartet aims to give the two sides a
year to reach a framework agreement,
based on Obama's vision of borders fash-
ioned from Israel's pre-1967 boundary,
with agreed land swaps.

The statement would also endorse the
idea of "two states for two peoples, Jewish
and Palestinian", according to the AP news
agency.

However, UK Foreign Secretary William
Hague acknowledged there had as yet been
no progress.

While UN recognition would have large-
ly symbolic value, the Palestinians argue
that it would strengthen their hands in
peace talks with Israel, especially on the
final issues that divide them.

These are the precise location of the bor-
der, the status of Jerusalem, the right of
return of Palestinian refugees, water, and
security.

The last round of talks broke down a
year ago.

On Wednesday evening, just before the
Jewish Report went to press - and shortly
after Obama’s UN General Assembly
address - there were still frantic US efforts
to stop the Palestinian bid.

The masses in Ramallah on Wednesday
could no longer contain their excitement
and it prompted the Palestinian Authority
to officially launch its independence cele-
brations early. Thousands of Palestinians
flocked to central Ramallah ahead of a
mass march in the city, which is the seat of
the Palestinian Authority.

The Yasser Arafat Square in Ramallah
was dominated by a huge sign with the
words "UN 194" on it, in reference to the
Palestinian attempt to become the 194th
member state of the international body.
The sign was flanked by portraits of for-
mer Palestinian President Yasser Arafat
and his successor, Mahmoud Abbas.

Similar celebratory marches and rallies
were slated to be held in all major
Palestinian cities in the West Bank
throughout the week.

Many of the crowd in Ramallah waved
large Palestinian flags or carried banners
either in support of UN membership, or
condemning a likely US veto, should the

issue come before the Security Council
for a vote. 

Palestinian security forces have been
deployed across the West Bank, pledging
to maintain the order. "This is the final
stretch. Everything is ready. All that is
left now is for us to fly the flags,"
Muhammad Azzadin of the Palestinian
Infrastructure Ministry told Ynet. 

At the Mukataa in Ramallah, the
Palestinians have prepared a special
plaza, where they hope to hold the official

celebrations, should their statehood bid
be accepted on Friday. 

"We are all very excited," Azzadin
added. "Just like you Israelis wanted an
independent state, so do we," he told Ynet.

Thousands of Palestinians gathered in
the Clock Square in Ramallah for the cel-
ebratory rally: The Palestinians closed
various governmental institutions and
on Wednesday, to allow people to attend
the rallies, and various speakers stated
their support for the UN bid. Cele-
brations also took place in Bethlehem,
Nablus and Hebron. 

"We chose to turn to the UN after all the
other options failed," PA Secretary
General Tayeb Abdelrahim told the cheer-
ing crowds. "Our message to our leaders,
Mahmoud Abbas and Yasser Arafat, is:
The people support you. The Palestinian
state will be formed within the 1967 lines
and Jerusalem will be its capital.

"The world must be just and smart and
end the occupations… and make us the
UN's 194th member," he added. "The
(new) state will abide by past agree-
ments, but we refuse to negotiate for the
sake of negotiating. The people want the
two state solution - not an apartheid
state.

"The (Benjamin) Netanyahu and
(Avigdor) Lieberman government threat-
ens to cut off our funds and annul deals,
as if they had not broken them so many
times before. There is a Palestinian part-
ner (for peace) but there is no Israeli
partner," Abdelrahim said.

Should the Palestinian bid fail, Abbas
could ask for a vote of the General
Assembly for enhanced observer status,
which is enjoyed by others such as the
Vatican, in which case no veto would be
possible.

Obama: Negotiation the only
way to Palestinian statehood

Palestinian Authority President

Mahmoud Abbas, Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

and US President Barak Obama.

JERUSALEM, SEPTEMBER 21, 2011 -
The most recent poll conducted jointly
by the Harry S. Truman Research
Institute for the Advancement of Peace
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
and the Palestinian Center for Policy
and Survey Research in Ramallah,
showed that over 80% of the
Palestinians support turning to the UN

to obtain recognition of a Palestinian
state. About 70% of Israelis think that
if the UN recognizes a Palestinian
state Israel should accept the decision .

This joint survey was conducted
with the support of the Ford
Foundation Cairo office and the
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung in
Ramallah and Jerusalem.

Survey shows majority of
Palestinians and Israelis would
support Palestinian state bid
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

JEWISH AND INTERFAITH GROUPS TO HOLD GROSS VIGILS

WASHINGTON - Jewish and inter-
faith groups are organising simulta-
neous vigils in Washington and New
York calling for the release of Jewish
American contractor Alan Gross
from a Cuban prison.

The vigils, co-ordinated by the
Jewish Community Relations Council
of Greater Washington and the
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organisations, will
take place today at the Cuba Interests

section in Washington and the Cuba
mission to the United Nations in New
York.

At both vigils, organisers will
attempt to present Cuban officials
with petitions calling for Gross'
release before Rosh Hashanah. The
Interfaith Conference of Metro-
politan Washington is co-sponsoring
the vigil there.

Gross, 62, a subcontractor for the
US Agency for International

Development, has been imprisoned
since 2009 and was sentenced this
summer to 15 years in prison for
attempting to overthrow Cuba's gov-
ernment. He was hooking up the
island's small Jewish community
with access to the Internet. Gross is
ailing in prison and reportedly has
lost a lot of weight. His mother and
one of his daughters are suffering
from cancer, and his wife is recover-
ing from an undisclosed illness. (JTA)

JEWISH NEWS NETWORK IS LAUNCHED

BRUSSELS - A Jewish news network
that will air 24 hours a day is set to
begin broadcasting.

The Jewish News One network,
with studios based in Brussels, Tel
Aviv, New York and Kiev, went on
the air this week. Studios are
planned for Washington, Paris and
London, as well.

Broadcasts will be in English, with
plans to expand to Hebrew, French,
Italian, Russian and German.

Businessmen Igor Kolomoisky
and Vadim Rabinovich, the presi-
dent and vice president of the
European Jewish Union, own the
station and have invested $5 million
in its foundation. The owners hope
to provide an alternative to Al
Jazeera, Fox News and CNN, they
have said.

"JN1 aims to introduce a new voice
onto the increasingly crowded inter-
national news media landscape,

complementing the existing choices
and offering international audiences
a wide range of Jewish opinion and
perspectives on key political, cultur-
al and social themes," the channel
said in a mission statement on its
Facebook page. 

"The channel's independent own-
ership structure leaves it well-placed
to offer an objective and original
take on the current affairs themes
impacting the world today." (JTA)

JEWISH SETTLERS AND SUPPORTERS MARCH IN WEST BANK

JERUSALEM - Hundreds of Jewish
settlers and their supporters
marched in the West Bank on
Tuesday.

Marchers started out Tuesday
evening from the West Bank settle-
ment of Itamar toward the
Palestinian city of Nablus. The
march started from the Fogel home,
where five members of the family
were killed in a terrorist attack by
two Palestinians in March.

Palestinians also reportedly began
marching toward Itamar. 

Jewish marchers also started out
from Beit El, toward the Israeli mili-
tary's Co-ordination and Liaison
Administration. Dozens of right-

wing protesters also marched down
Rothschild Boulevard in Tel Aviv.

Also in Tel Aviv, pro-Palestinian
protesters, including lawmakers
from Arab-Israeli political parties,
demonstrated in front of the US
Embassy, calling on the Obama
administration to refrain from using
its veto in the UN Security Council to
halt the Palestinians' statehood bid. 

Also on Tuesday, more than 100
Palestinians threw rocks at Israeli
security forces near Bethlehem,
Israel Hayom reported.

Meanwhile, Palestinian activists
and officials drew tens of thousands
of Palestinians for a rally on
Wednesday in Ramallah in support of

their statehood bid at the United
Nations. The rally began with a
march from the tomb of PLO leader
Yasser Arafat.

Palestinian schools closed on
Wednesday to allow the learners to
join the protests, according to
reports.

On the eve of his departure to New
York to speak before the UN General
Assembly, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said that Israel must
"maintain what is ours while dealing
with the challenges from the region".

"It's important to go there and tell
our truth as a people who want peace
and have been attacked so many
times," he said. (JTA)
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B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A F R I C A
P e o p l e  d o i n g  r e m a r k a b l e  t h i n g s

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN
PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED 

CHARLES MAISEL made his name as a
social entrepreneur with the “Men on the
Side of the Road” initiative he founded in
2000, that saw him obtaining employment for
“up to 200 000” a year throughout South
Africa and beyond. 

The model has many components to it,
including training and placement. On criti-
cism from the trade unions, he says:
“Effectively, we are not labour brokers we
don’t take any money from the worker.

“So, if you want a worker, it’s a fee on top
of that that you’ll have to pay. A labour bro-
ker does exactly the opposite.”

Referring to the labour laws and red tape
involved in employing people, he says
employers would rather “outsource”,
adding: “We don’t see a problem in out-
sourcing, we don’t even see a problem with
labour broking - there’re too many unem-
ployed people not to do everything possi-
ble…”

What they do, that labour brokers don’t, is
take the workers through a tracking process
of CV building, where they get rated job by
job and as they improve, so do their opportu-
nities for fulltime employment.  

These days, Maisel doesn’t run any of his
many initiatives. Instead he operates
“Innovation Shack CC”, setting up many
such similar projects. 

“As they become successful, we hand
them over to management or we give them
away and then we get paid royalties for the
models that we design and build.” 

They do not all necessarily involve uplift-
ment. “The key element to all my work is
innovation,” he stresses.   

“If they can’t sell, they’re going to die -
then no-one gets help. The social develop-
ment part is very important to me,” he adds,
saying, however, “I’ll always try and fit it in.”

As an example, he mentions the Lavender
in Lavender Hill project. As its name sug-
gests, it involves planting an urban farm of a
million lavender plants in this gang-infested
area of the Cape Flats. 

“We’re getting donations from the public,
teaching people how to do cuttings for any
plant, not just lavender, then we plant out
and we’ll be making products like wedding
confetti, tea and herbs for lavender biscuits,”
thus creating jobs. In England and Europe,
lavender confectionery is very big.   

“The things I set up are like social enter-
prises, but Innovation Shack sits on top as a
a business,” As they work, I get royalties. 

“If they don’t work, I get nothing. I take
the risk and I take no shares in the ventures
that I start - shareholding for me is the real
curse of society.” 

Maisel has raised R150 million over five

years to fund his projects, so business, gov-
ernment, individuals, foundations and
trusts, here as well as overseas, are evident-
ly buying into his vision. 

“People will give us money for the laven-
der project, for example, because they just
love the idea.

“Hopefully the projects also make money
and earn their own keep so that they don’t
depend on donations. If they can’t earn
some of their own keep, we find that a lot of
them will die, because there’s a lot of compe-
tition for donation money.”

Another of his “big” undertakings is
Shanduka Black Umbrellas that supports
small, 100 per cent black-owned, businesses
in an “incubator-type” programme.  

“We started mobile gyms, made out of
concrete, in the township market,” he says of
yet another undertaking. Maisel adopted the
idea from a recent trip to Brazil.

“They had them everywhere,” he recalls,
“dotted all around their townships. “We’re
‘commercialising’ the product, so micro-
enterprise will buy them from us for R2 000
for five weights and the brand.

“They will pay it off and charge the locals
R2 for 15 minutes, for example, to come and
pump their iron. It will never get stolen; no-
one steals concrete – it’s worthless.

“The gyms are right on the street. Our
plan is to put up about 1 000.”

As an example of “hundreds” where his
intervention has made a difference in the
lives of individuals, he mentions one who
started as a gardener for Men on the Side of
the Road, then became a gardener trainer.
“Now he’s running the Lavender Project and
another one, so he’s an entrepreneur, grow-
ing and developing.”

Maisel says he gets a lot of his ideas from
travelling and the newspapers. He also gives
workshops in communities.  

“If you read the newspapers every day and
use my technique (of doing so), you will
come up with one new idea every single
day,” he insists. 

Charles Maisel receiving the Gibbs Award

for leadership in social entrepreneurship

from then-first lady, Zanele Mbeki, in 2006. 

A new idea a day may
keep poverty at bay
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ALISON GOLDBERG
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WE LIVE in a time when we cannot
afford to think only of ourselves,
but must reflect on our situation,
our people and on our homeland;
we must ask ourselves how we can
make the world better, practically
and daily. 

This was especially so at a time
when our neighbours wanted to
declare a Palestinian state, with or
without Israel, renowned speaker
Rabbi Yosef Jacobson (pictured),
said in his Rosh Hashanah address
last week to an audience of 1 000 at the
Sandton Sun.

He was brought out by Chabad to prepare
for this High Holy Day, when each and every
individual is judged by G-d.

Rabbi Jacobson was the first rabbi invited
by the Pentagon to address its 4 000 military
chaplains, and by the National Security
Agency to speak to its 34 000 employees.

In his Sandton address he chose the story
of the first Jewish marriage, that of Jacob to
Leah, the progenitor of the Jewish people.
This perplexing incident - an apparent mis-
take - when Jacob’s father-in-law switched
the older sister, Leah, for Jacob’s intended,
Rachel, is the story not only of our own mar-
riages, but of our lives; that which we envis-
age, and that which actually occurs.

We believe we are marrying Rachel - beau-
tiful and serene, outside and within, only to
discover we have married Leah, weepy,
exhausted, a battler, prone to loss, griev-
ance, envy and resentment. It is the same for
women marrying men. We ourselves are a
composite of these characters.

Jacob does nor run away from Leah. In
Judaism, that option for the most part, is not
open to us. Leah is intended for us, to chal-
lenge us to better ourselves, indeed, to
achieve greatness. 

If we are only prepared to marry Rachel,
someone who complements our egos, we are
not ready to marry, the Torah teaches us.

More painful for Jacob, is that Rachel dies
young, just as the Rachel vanishes early
from our married lives. Jacob is not even
interred with her, in Bethlehem, but with
Leah, in Hebron, and spends most of his life
with Leah, who bears 10 of his 12 sons;
Rachel only two. 

Jacob’s courage is evidenced again in his
battle through the night with a man who
wants to kill him, but whom Jacob will not let
go at dawn, until he has received a blessing:
the command to change his name to Israel. 

Jacob does not emerge unscathed, but is
wounded. This is the narrative of the Jewish
people. Our adversaries in every generation
come in the night to kill us, and we, Israel
are alone. But we must wrestle with them
for a blessing. 

Through the greatest catastrophes, we
transform ourselves.

The destruction of the Second Temple
gave rise to the most important works of
Judaism: the Mishnah, Talmud and
Midrash; David composes his psalms while
running for his life; Rashi lived during the

First Crusade; the Spanish expulsion led the
exiles in Safed to create the literature of the
Kabbalah; the expulsions of Jewish commu-
nities in the 17th century gave rise to the
greatest revival of Judaism led by the Baal
Shem Tov in the 18th century. 

The survivors of the Holocaust – for which
there can never be a justification – had a
choice to die or live for G-d. The blowing of
the shofar on Rosh Hashanah is to remind 
G-d of the sacrifice of Abraham, of his and
Isaac’s choice to live.

The culture of our neighbours, who want
a state, is to praise death for the sake of
Allah. Their schools and mosques teach that
Jews are evil. Why are the United Nations
not united against this? Or against the
deaths of thousands of Syrians? They are
united against Israel.

What did we do when we emerged from
the Holocaust? We rebuilt.

Moses’ greatest moment was when he
broke the tablets, to teach us that life shat-
ters us, but we are to make it whole again.

The peculiarity of the shofar sounds: teki-
ah (straight), shevarim (broken) and teruah
(sobbing), are followed by tekiah gedolah
(greatness) on Rosh Hashanah. G-d is not
going to send us away until He blesses us.

We live in a world of lies and deception,
especially about Israel. Politics is lies.
Giving away land has not brought us peace.
Instead, after leaving Gaza in 2005, we are
expected to endure over 10 000 rockets. We
must sound the shofar of truth about Israel
and our people in what the late Rebbe
Menachem Mendel Schneerson described as
the House of Lies, the United Nations. 

It is not enough to be Jewish in our hearts;
we must transmit it to our hands.

People ask about the future of our people
and Judaism. The answer lies in our hands.
If we open our hearts and our hands, it will
be a better year. 

Asked by the Jewish Report to clarify his
message about Israel and the proposed
Palestinian state, Rabbi Jacobson said
Israel’s leaders had to be unambiguous. The
statehood declaration was a hoax that had to
be exposed. 

It was not about the creation of a state, but
the denunciation of the Jewish State. It was
not a democracy to include Jewish settle-
ments but a state that would exclude Jews.  

Such a state would be a historical error. It
was not a house of cards but a house of
blood. “And I am not a right-wing funda-
mentalist,” he added.

Sound the shofar of truth
about Israel - Rabbi Jacobson


