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What are Israel’s options before UN
votes on Palestinian statehood? rac:

JEWISH GROUPS,
ISRAEL HELP HEAL
TRAUMA VICTIMS IN
DEVASTATED JAPAN

Months after the 9,0 magnitude earthquake and resultant tsunami destroyed thousands of homes, entire towns
and countless lives in Japan, Jewish groups from North America and Israel continue to offer a helping hand to
the Asian island nation. It’s the post-trauma help that is most unique. Israel’s lengthy experience with war and
terrorism made it particularly qualified to offer the fruits of that knowledge to others, especially in Japan,
where emotions were not typically displayed publically. In north-eastern Japan, the area hardest hit by the
earthquake and tsunami, a team of Israeli post-trauma experts guided local teachers and officials through their
lingering pain. Pictured are Dr Gilat Raish (left), an Israeli post-trauma expert, helping Japanese teachers
through a recovery course in Wateri, sponsored by IsraAid. (PHOTOGRAPH: NOFAR TAGAR FOR ISRAAID)
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The fallacy of Jewish
education

| PARSHAT NASO

Rabbi Dani Brett
Ohr Somayach Cape Town

rl:"

EDUCATING OUR children is of primary importance. I believe, how-
ever, that we often make a grave omission in this arena. In our enthu-
siasm to live up to our responsibility to the next generation and to
Jewish destiny, we might overlook one of the key components. And
the repercussions could be cataclysmic.

At the heart of the strategy to combat illiteracy, apathy and assim-
ilation, must be an attitude to education which reaches deeper than
schools systems, curricula or embracing modern teaching tools.

Jewish education is not a subject, an expertise, or a knowledge base.
It’s not about custom, ritual or mitzvah how-to do’s. It’s a deep-seated,
personality-defining value.

Think about a “Yid in the heim”. In nostalgia, we sometimes think
of shtetl life as idyllic - Fiddler-on-the-Roof style. While returning in a
time warp to those days might well remind us about the true essence
of life, there certainly were many hardships too.

And yet, after a hard day’s back-breaking labour, our “Yid in the
heim” would head out of the house after a meagre dinner, and enter
the Beit Midrash. The Beit Midrash was not air-conditioned, or car-
peted, and there were no cushioned chairs. And yet, this is when the
Yid came alive.

This is when his world really opened up. This is when his soul found
true expression, and where he brought immense light down to the
world.

And this Yid is one of many others, who like him, kept the Jewish
heart beating - in all places and times, under all conditions, and
through all other passing trends.

Why did Jews hang on so hard? Why was Torah study always so cen-
tral to Jewish life? Why have the greatest leaders generation after gen-
eration after generation, been so steeped in Tanach and in the Bible,
in the mysteries of the midrash and the minutiae of halacha? The rea-
son is because in study, in knowledge, in Jewish wisdom, therein lies
the Jewish soul.

But not a book-soul. Not an information highway. Not a facade of
knowledge. Rather - the essence of who we are, what we stand for, how
we operate - a collective consciousness, heartbeat and living breath.

Jewish education is about Torah study. Torah study is a cherished
value, which has been protected like none other, for millennia. And
today, maybe more than ever, it is under heavy assault.

So, where’s the fallacy? Not in anything we DO, but rather in some-
thing we sometimes DON’T. It is fallacious to think that we can edu-
cate the next generation just by “educating the next generation”.

Yes, let’s direct primary resources into educating our children. But
if we don’t do more than that, we’ll either limit the impact, or miscon-
strue the true message. We don’t want to just impart information, or
thinking skills, philosophies or behavioural styles. We need to
impress upon them the VALUE of Torah study, and through that the
essence of who we truly are.

And there’s only one way to do that: to value it ourselves!

Shavuot is almost upon us. Let us re-evaluate our approach to
Jewish education, personally and as a community.

The upcoming Sinai Indaba, initiated by the Chief Rabbi, and sup-
ported by rabbonim across the country, gives us the opportunity to
recommit to the value of Torah and to allow its mystery and magic to
permeate our beings.

An event such as this might drastically adjust personal and commu-
nal head-space and heart-space. It is my hope that it then boosts con-
sistent involvement in Jewish education across the country - adult
Jewish education.

Let us show our children that we are committed to Jewish destiny,
not just because we “send them to Jewish schools”, but because we are
truly committed to Jewish education, as a value.

And maybe more important: let’s show this to ourselves.

Chag Sameach!

PARSHA OF THE WEEK

June 3/1 Sivan

June 4/2 Sivan

Nasso

Starts Ends

17:06 17:57 Johannesburg
17:27 18:21 Cape Town
16:46 17:39 Durban

17:07 17:59 Bloemfontein
16:58 17:52 Port Elizabeth
16:51 17:45 East London
Erev Shavuot

June 7/5 Sivan

Starts

17:06  Johannesburg
17:26 Cape Town
16:46 Durban

17:07 Bloemfontein
16:58 Port Elizabeth
16:51 East London

Shavuot Day 1

(Light candles from a
pre-existing flame)

Starts

17:57 Johannesburg
18:20 Cape Town
17:38 Durban

17:59 Bloemfontein
17:52 Port Elizabeth
17:45 East London
Shavuot Day 2

June 9/7 Sivan

Ends

17:57 Johannesburg
18:20 Cape Town
17:38 Durban

17:59 Bloemfontein
17:52 Port Elizabeth
17:45 East London

Shavuot
steeped in
symbolism

RITA LEWIS

THE FESTIVAL of Shavuot is the
second of the three “Foot Festivals”,
(the other two being Passover and
Succoth) when Jewish people in
Israel made the pilgrimage to
Jerusalem to celebrate the harvest
of the “first fruits” in the Temple.

It is for this reason that the festi-
val is also known in some parts as
Chag HaBikkurim - the Festival of
the First Fruits.

To create awareness of this fact,
over Shavuot many shuls are filled
with plants and flowers and it is the
custom for children to bring deco-
rated boxes or baskets filled with
fruit, to shul to be distributed to the
less fortunate of the community.

The festival was known as Chag
HaKatzir (the Reaping Festival) as it
marked the beginning of the new
agricultural season.

The most commonly used name
in South Africa, “Shavuot” means
“Weeks”. This refers to the Torah
injunction to count seven complete
weeks after the day following
Pesach, when Jews were to bring a
Omer Wave-Offering. Today, this is
known as Counting the Omer.

After seven full weeks (50 days) a
meal offering consisting of new
grain, was brought to the Temple.

The most important aspect of
Shavuot is the fact that the Jewish
people received the Ten Com-
mandments on Mount Sinai.

Jews were prohibited from hav-
ing other gods; demanded obser-
vance of the Sabbath and the hon-
ouring of parents; prohibited from
murder, adultery, theft, false testi-
mony and coveting one’s neigh-

A cheese cake with a topping of
delicious red cherries - a feature
of Shavuot.

bour’s wife or goods.

This set out a basic rule of law,
gave guidelines for life, a code of liv-
ing and set moral standards and
ethics which are still valued today.

From this great event, many cus-
toms have evolved - particularly the
one to stay up all night and study
Torah. This was basically a
Kabbalistic tradition. Kabbalists
taught that at midnight on Shavuot,
the skies opened for a brief moment
and all prayers were heard. This all
night learning is called Tikkun Leil.

Another custom is to eat dairy
foods. One explanation for this is
Jews had not properly learnt the
laws of kashrut and shechita by
then, so to be on the safe side they
ate only dairy products and ate
meat only on Shabbat

Over the years, however, the festi-
val has come to mean different
things to different people.

It is one of the four occasions dur-
ing the year when Yizkor, the
memorial service for those who
have passed on, is recited.

It is fun for the children to bring
their bikkurim and if you love
cheesecake and blintzes, this is the
best time to eat them.

ON SHOW SUNDAY 2-5 PM

GLENHAZEL/PERCELIA ESTATE - NEW RELEASE

5 exceptional recep, state-of-the-art modern eat-in kitchens 1 meat, 1 milk. 4 double bedrooms all en-suite. Master bedroom with additional lounge and features.
Flowing indoor/outdoor living, in secure cluster-style family home with garden, indoor heated swimming pool, quest cottage, staff suite, security and so much more.
Inviting buyers to view and negotiate, asking around R8 mil includes 800m2 undercover on +- 1700 M2 of land we have interest hurry!

Stamelman

Wow! 4 recep, 4 bed, 2 1/2 bath, modern new eat-in kitchen,
lush gardens, with pool, staff suite or convert to cottage.
Secure inside parking. Hurry at R2,2 mil will be sold soon!

T T

ON SHOW: SUNDAY 2-5 P [0
Jacinth Road: 4 bed, 2 bath, 3re recep, huge stand and stun
ning pool, with bonus 2nd house, either rent out, use as office
or sub-divide build. Offers from R2,2 mil. Hurry!

PROPERTIES

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168

trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

PERCELIA ESTATEHIGHLANDS NORTH BOOM! m PROPERTY FOR SALE

Geoff Lees 082 923- 8317
Tel: (011) 885-3742

4 bed, 2 bath, 3 recep, eat-i |n k|tchen large stand wwth stun-
ning gardens, secure inside parking and much more.
Starting at around R2,2 mil. Call to view today!

Stunning modern cluster: Flowing recep, eat-in kitchen, 3/4
beds, 2 1/2 bath, undercover patio, garden and pool, staff suite
and much more. From R2,3 mil. We have interest, hurry!

HIGHLANDS NORTH: House, 3 bed, 3 recep,
garden. R700 000.

HIGHLANDS NORTH: House, 2 bed, 2 bath,
3 recep, new kitchen, garden and more.
R750 000.

ROUXVILLE: 4 bed, 3 bath, cluster with garden.
R2,2 mil.

SANDRINGHAM: 3 bed, house with cottage
and pool. R999 000.
LYNDHURST: Apartment, 2 bed, duplex.
R600 000.

GRESWOLD: Apartment, 2 bed, 2 bath
and more. R650 000,
ROUXVILLE: Apartment, 2 bed, 2 bath, pool
in complex. R700 000.

ORANGE GROVE: House, 3 bed, 2 bath, pool,
cottage. R900 000.

ORCHARDS DEVELOPMENT
(see web for details)

WE ARE NOW SERVICING SANDOWN, MORNINGSIDE & SURROUNDS. CALL TO LIST WITH STAMELMAN PROPERTIES TODAY! WIN AN ISLAND HOLIDAY AND OTHER PRIZES! VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS.




03 -10 June 2011

SA JEWISHREPORT 3

AROUND
THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

A FIFTH OF THE IRISH
WOULD BAR ISRAELIS FROM
BECOMING CITIZENS

DUBLIN - More than one in five
Irish people would bar Israelis
from becoming naturalised Irish
citizens, according to new re-
search into ethnic and religious
attitudes in Ireland.

The book-length study, “Plural-
ism and Diversity in Ireland”,
found that 22,2 per cent of Irish
people would exclude Israelis
from Irish citizenship, while 11,5
per cent would deny it to all Jews.

Israelis as a group also had one
of the lowest favourable ratings
among Irish people, ranking 44th
out of 51 categories.

"There is a real danger that the
public image of 'Israeli' can lead
to an increase in anti-Semitism,"
the book's author, Jesuit priest
and sociologist Father Micheal
Mac Greil, told The Irish
Catholic newspaper.

The research found prejudice
against Jews was most prevalent
among young adults in the 18-25
age group. Only 53,6 per cent of
this group would accept a Jewish
person in their family versus 60,7
per cent for Irish people of all
ages.

Israelis were considered less
acceptable as Kkin, with only
47,9 per cent of Irish people pre-
pared to admit an Israeli into
their family.

The Republic of Ireland's
Jewish population is less than
2 000 out of a total of 4,5 million.
JTA)

ANC determined to push through ‘Secrecy Bill’

ALISON GOLDBERG

INITS rush to meet a June 24 dead-
line, the ANC will make regrettable
and unnecessary mistakes if it
does not heed the voice of reason. It
is accused of ramming through
clauses of the Protection of
Information Bill in the parliamen-
tary ad hoc committee responsible
for the legislation.

The bill seeks to give government
institutions power to put informa-
tion beyond public reach and
insists on mandatory prison sen-
tences for people who leak, hold or
publish what the government
deems to be state secrets.

It is difficult to know if a letter to
President Jacob Zuma from Demo-
cratic Alliance senior MP and com-
mittee member Dene Smuts, urg-
ing him not to sign the bill into law,
will have any effect.

What is quite clear according to
Caxton Professor of Journalism at
the University of the Witwaters-
rand, Anton Harber (pictured), is
that the bill will face a long, ongo-
ing battle and almost certain legal
action, if changes are not made. At
the centre of this legal move is the
Right2Know campaign.

As Mr Justice Dennis Davis
points out, it is possible for the
opposition to vote to refer the bill to
the Constitutional Court.

Even the ANC’s alliance partner,
trade union confederation Cosatu,
on Wednesday threatened to take
the bill to the Constitutional Court
if it is not significantly amended.

Attempts to reach ANC MP
Llewellyn Landers at the time of
going to press were unsuccessful.
He is driving the bill in the commit-
tee. Landers told The Times last

to consider making provision in the
bill for a public-interest defence, or
for a relaxation of the proposed
mandatory prison sentences.

Minister of State Security
Siyabonga Cwele would only say
that the matter is being processed
by parliament and it is parliament
that should be asked for comments,
not the Executive.

Harber says while a new bill was
needed to replace the old apart-
heid-era Protection of Information
Act, 1982, the new bill first present-
ed on March 5, 2010 by the same
name, is a cause for serious con-
cern.

“What is at issue here is the
notion of how much secrecy you
need in a state as opposed to how
much transparency. The bill is
built on the notion that the state
needs very wide powers to control
information. The Constitution
itself is written on the basis that we
should have secrecy only where
essential.”

The first of the concerns raised
by Harber, is the number of people
empowered to declare information
secret. They include the head of
any government entity, even, at its
most ludicrous, the head of a zoo.

A number of suggestions have
been put forward to change this,
but the ANC-controlled committee

is showing very little accommoda-
tion of objections.

The second problem is whether
there is a proper appeal body. If
someone abuses the law to declare
something secret for the wrong
reasons, what is needed is some
independent process to check that.
The only appeal in the bill is the
Minister of State Security, which is
not adequate.

The third complaint is that there
should be a public interest over-
ride. In other words, if you have or
publish information which may be
secret but which is in the public
interest, then such an exception
should be given scope in the bill to
allow that information to be
revealed.

The final complaint is the very
severe penalties the state may
impose for possessing or publish-
ing classified information.

“We will see in the next two
weeks how flexible the ruling party
is prepared to be in response to
calls to amend all these things as
parliament goes through the bill,
clause by clause,” says Harber.

He stresses that the bill has to be
seen in the context of violent
attacks on journalists recently,
both verbal and physical. He cites
the example of ANC Nelson
Mandela Bay regional chairman
Nceba Faku calling for the burning
of The Herald newspaper in Port
Elizabeth, on May 19, because Faku
said it had opposed the ANC in the
elections.

“Look at the number of times
journalists were arrested doing
their work. Quite shocking was the
high profile arrest of Mzilikazi wa
Afrika of the Sunday Times two
days after covering Police Chief

General Bheki Cele’s shady R500
million plus new building deal for
top brass.

“There is an ongoing debate
about the way in which the bill is
framed currently, where the inter-
est is not only in preserving state
security, but in frustrating inves-
tigative journalism. Life will
become much more hazardous for
whistle-blowers.”

While there has been a lot of con-
cern expressed about its effects on
journalists, one has to see how
greater secrecy affects the entire
economy too. “For one thing, it
makes it much more difficult to
prevent and expose corruption,
and that affects the whole economy
and all of business.

“What the bill takes away is not
only journalists’ rights, but citizen
rights. It means less transparency
and less accountability, which
means a poorer democracy.”

The most open societies Harber
looks to as examples to emulate,
are the Scandinavian countries.
The Unites States and Canada are
also useful examples; Canada more
so. The US’ Patriot Act raises ques-
tions about impinging on civil lib-
erties.

The UK is not a very good exam-
ple as it has always had an
ambivalent attitude towards
secrecy. In England, government
uses a special order to stop publi-
cation of certain information. But
at this stage, even that is better
than what the South African bill is
proposing.

Harber says there are certain ele-
ments in the ANC that are very
uncomfortable with these moves
against the media: “One can only
hope they will speak up.”

8 INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

JONATHAN ROSENBLUM

18-19 June

40 YRARND 7 5

Jonathan Rosenblum, a graduale of Yale Law
School, and the author of several biographies
of esteemed Jewish leaders, wiifes exfensively
for the Jerusalem Post, Maarv, Mishpacha and

ather global media.

Sinai Indaba is an unprecedented comvention
bringing together nine leading international
thinkers and speakers, and numerous local ex-

Maroela Room, Sandton Sun

18-20 June
Albow Centre, Cape Town

perts, who will apply their Torah knowledge and
insights 1o some of the most important issues

we face in our daily lives: relationships, mar-
riage and parenting; meaning and spirituality;
self-fulfillment and happiness; politics and cur-

Seatslimited
BOOK NOW
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MK Struggle hero Arthur
Goldreich dies in Israel age 82

DAVID SAKS

TWO AREAS in which the
involvement of South African
Jewry was particularly dis-
proportionate, were the anti-
apartheid struggle and the
international Jewish volun-
teer effort during the 1947-48
Israeli War of Independence.
What was unique about the

late Arthur Goldreich, who Arthur Goldreicl.1 (with
died in Israel last week at the Howard Sackstein, left) at the
age of 82, was the noteworthy the SAJBD’s Freedom

Seder, held at Liliesleaf
As a young man, he served Farm in 2004.

role he played in both.

in the Palmach, the elite unit

of the Haganah. On his return to South
Africa, he became one of the founders of the
ANC’s military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe
(MK), as well as the official owner and resi-
dent of its famous Liliesleaf Farm head-
quarters in Rivonia in today’s Sandton.

Following his thrilling escape, along with
three others, from captivity, after being
arrested in the 1963 Rivonia police swoop, he
settled permanently in Israel.

Goldreich was born in Pietersburg (now
Polokwane) in 1929. His boyhood in what was
very much a rightwing, Afrikaner national-
ist town, evidently provided early impetus
for his lifelong opposition to injustice.

As an 11-year-old, he was outraged when
his school started teaching German in the
apparent belief that the Nazis would win the
war. Refusing to accept this, he wrote to
Prime Minister Jannie Smuts demanding to
be taught Hebrew instead of German and,
mirabile dictu, seems to have got his way.

Goldreich was still in his teens when he
served in the 1947-48 War and he remained
for several years in Israel before returning
to Johannesburg in 1954. A talented abstract
artist, he won South Africa’s Best Young
Painter Award the following year. One of
his many commissions included painting

the sets for the musical King
Kong, a watershed production
in South African theatrical
history that was largely a
black-Jewish collaboration.

In December 1961, Gold-
reich and his family moved
into Liliesleaf Farm, which he
and the lawyer Harold Wolpe
| had bought, wusing SA
Communist Party Funds, to
serve as the headquarters for
underground anti-
apartheid resistance.

Nelson Mandela, on the run
from the security police, was
already living there under the
alias David Motsamayi and in the guise of a
caretaker/cum-houseboy. He and Goldreich
(whom he described in his autobiography as
“a flamboyant person (who) gave the farm a
buoyant atmosphere”) were often in each
other’s company, discussing such subjects
as the Congress Alliance and Umkhonto we
Sizwe and its activities.

In July 1963, both were among 19 suspect-
ed MK operatives rounded up by the police.
Together with two Indian prisoners, they
were able to escape through bribing a
prison guard. After hiding out in
Johannesburg for several days (they were
hidden by the writer and theatrical direc-
tor Barney Simon), Goldreich and Wolpe,
disguised as priests, were driven to
Swaziland and from there flown to
Botswana and safety.

In Israel, Goldreich continued to success-
fully pursue his artistic career. Inter alia, he
became a leading figure at Jerusalem’s
Bezalel Academy. Politically, he was not
especially active, although in later life he
became a sharp critic of Israel’s policies
towards the Palestinians.

Goldreich was predeceased by his wife,
Hazel. He is survived by sons Nicholas,
Paul, Amos and Eden.
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Roth adds Man Booker
to long list of plaudits

GWEN PODBREY

THE RECENT award of the
fourth Man Booker Inter- |
national Prize to American
novelist Philip Roth (78) (pic-
tured) unleashed a storm of
controversy when one of the
judges of the panel, Carmen
Callil (author of “Bad Faith”
and founder of publishers Virago)
resigned in protest.

Callil said she objected to the
award being given to someone who
“does not rate as a writer at all. He
goes on and on about the same sub-
ject in almost every single book. It’s
as though he’s sitting on your face
and you can’t breathe,” she said.

Predictably, her comments caused
an uproar, with many alleging the
real reasons for her chagrin are
Roth’s consistent prurience and sex-
ism - even misogynism (a charge she
vigorously denies).

The award (which includes a mon-
etary prize of some R669 000) is pre-
sented once every two years to a liv-
ing author for an achievement of fic-
tion on the world stage. Roth’s previ-
ous plaudits include the 1997
Pulitzer Prize, the 1998 National
Medal of Arts, the Gold Medal in
Fiction from the American

. w Academy of Arts and Letters

in 2002, two National Book
! Awards, two National Book
Critics’ Circle Awards, three
PEN/Faulkner Awards, the
2005 Society of American
Historians’ Award, the 2006
PEN/Nabokov Award and
the 2007 PEN/Saul Bellow
Award for Achievement in
American Fiction.

These achievements have ensured
him an unassailable position as one
of the US’s foremost authors.
Having published over 32 works, he
is also one of the most prolific of
them - and, continuing where JD
Salinger, Bernard Malamud,
Herman Wouk, Joseph Heller and
Saul Bellow left off - also one of the
leading Jewish American writers, a
position he shares with EL
Doctorow and, more recently,
Jonathan Safran Foer.

From his earliest novels, such as
“Goodbye, Columbus” and
“Portnoy’s Complaint”, Roth has
offended American Jews by lam-
pooning their lifestyle and values.
Equally, gentile Americans (particu-
larly blacks) have resented his depic-
tion of the absurdities and dangers
of politically correct newspeak in
novels like “The Human Stain”.

Announcing Roth’s Man Booker
win, judge Rick Gekoski said his
works had “stimulated, provoked and
amused an enormous, and still
expanding, audience for 50 years”.

He added: “Roth’s imagination has
not only recast our idea of Jewish
identity, it has also reanimated fic-
tion - and not just American fiction -
generally.”

Still, there is little doubt that Roth’s
attitude towards not only feminism,
but many other neo-liberal move-
ments, is less than friendly.
Throughout his career, he has been a
blithely iconoclastic, divisive and
unapologetic writer, exposing what-
ever he perceives to be hypocritical,
short-sighted or merely self-indul-
gent in his country, and elsewhere.

His well-known truculence
towards interviewers has added to
his negative image.

Not that Roth much cares, either
about his reputation or the sensibili-
ties of the likes of Callil. As the many
literary luminaries who applauded
his latest award reminded her, the
scope and scale of his works extend
far beyond sex. And, as Roth himself
points out, his craft does not encom-
pass pandering to perceptions. Those
who read his works do so entirely at
their own risk - even if that risk
includes broadening of the mind.

“Publishing a book is like taking a
suitcase and putting it out in a public
place and walking away and leaving it
there,” he has said. “There is no way
a writer can control what happens to
his book when it is out in the world.”

AROUND
THE
WORLD

NEWS IN
BRIEF

SENATORS INTRODUCE ENHANCED IRAN SANCTIONS BILL

WASHINGTON - US senators on May 24
introduced an enhanced Iran sanctions bill
matching one recently introduced in the US
House of Representatives.

The crux of both bills is a ban on business
with any entity that does $1 million in a sin-
gle trade with Iran's energy sector, or $5 mil-
lion over one year. The current threshold is
$20 million in business per year.

Like the House bill introduced earlier this

month, the bill introduced by Senators Robert
Menendez (Democrat New dJersey), Joseph
Lieberman (Independent Connecticut) and Jon
Kyl (Republican Arizona) includes sanctions
on materials used by Iran to crush its democra-
cy movement and expands funding for democ-
racy groups.

It also requires the Obama administration
to seek further sanctions through the UN
Security Council. (JTA)

Tel: (011) 788-2050 MTA
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SOCIAL SCENE

Boys will be boys. Some of the male gathering inspect
the engine of the brand new Hatzolah car.

Hatzolah is very proud

of their

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE NEW car which the Johan-
nesburg Lodge and Chapter of B’nai
B’rith donated to Hatzolah recently, is
half a million rand worth of car -
equipped with the latest in medical
technology and equipment necessary
to attend and deal with almost any
type of medical emergency.

It epitomises B’nai B’rith’s universal
motto of “Benevolence, Brotherly Love
and Harmony”.

At the handover, it stood there
bright and beautiful in the sunlight of
the HOD’s parking area, proudly dis-
playing the colourful Hatzolah logo
and markings.

At the celebratory breakfast hosted
by B’nai B’rith, their president, Susan
Benjamin and Hatzolah’s Lance Abra-
mson, welcomed the guests.

Benjamin, one of B’nai B’rith’s

crouching.

brand new baby

founders, told how their Chapter had
started in 1980 with 200 members,
mostly German immigrants (of whom
only about 10 were still alive).

At that time they had bought a pala-
tial house in Houghton as an office, to
hold functions, etc.

Over the years, the reduction in
membership and the demographic
shift, resulted in B’nai B’rith’s Johan-
nesburg Lodge and Chapter deciding
to sell their property in 2004.

For some time there was no particu-
lar focus on what to do with the money,
as it was felt that it should be “a legacy
from the donor to the recipient”.

However, recently, after various
options and much discussion, it was
decided to make R500 000 available to
Hatzolah for a new vehicle which
would be especially kitted out with the
latest equipment and medical technol-
ogy, which it is hoped will help save
many lives.

Des Goldberg; Bernard Segal; Nachi Levin; Shaun Spruch;
Medical Director Dr Reuven Jacks; Lance Abramson; Maish
Bookatz. Front: Davi Hoffman (kneeling) and Uriel Rosen

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

e

s v BN v TR
Dr Reuven Jacks demonstrates how the new equipment
can be packed into the new compartmentalised suitcase.

No-one was happier with the dona-
tion than Sean Spruch who up to then
had been using his own car and didn’t
have funding for a new one.

As everyone was keen to have a look
at the car when the breakfast was fin-
ished, Abramson invited everyone to
make for the car park to view their
“new baby”.

Much oohing and aahing followed,
as state-of-the-art equipment (which
had been well researched by the team
and leading doctors) was shown
packed away into the car.

Hatzolah is generally known as “the
best medical service any country could
supply” and the addition of a defibrila-
tor, special suction unit, rescue airway
devices, shock electrodes, plus many
other firsts in the business, will assist
both Hatzolah’s volunteers and pat-
ients to give and receive the best atten-
tion possible - and hopefully help save
many lives.

Hatzolah’s Lance Abramson with Susan
Benjamin, B'nai B'rith’s past president.

AN

Clifford Yutar; Des Goldberg; Bernard Segal; Shaun Spruch; and
Uriel Rosen in front of one of Hatzolah’s ambulances.

4 Hﬂﬂ et L
Yossi Amiel, a long standing member of B’nai
B'rith, next to on the new car.

Maish Bookatz; Bernard Segal; Uriel Rosin; Rayna
Waksman; Sharon Newfield; and Des Goldberg.

EAT, DRINK, SLEEP,

LIMMUD.

Inspirational weekend at the Vaal. Register today!
Early Bird special ends 12 June.

19-21 August

0725530164
limmud.org.za
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LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

JUNE 5 1967

THIS DAY will live in Jewish mem-
ory forever. It is the day that the Six
Day War in the Middle East broke
out. Those in our community
under the age of 50, will have no
memory of the traumatic days we
lived through leading up to that
Monday, June 5, almost exactly 44
years ago this week.

For weeks the surrounding Arab
states were threatening the des-
truction of Israel. Russia had been
supplying Egypt with the latest
MiG aeroplanes and weaponry;
Egypt and Syria had formed an
alliance; Lebanon, Saudi Arabia
and Iraq had promised troops.

President Gamal Nasser had
closed the Straits of Tiran to Israeli
shipping and blocked off the port of
Eilat. He had ordered the United
Nations peacekeeping force out of
Sinai and, meekly, they had obeyed.
Some 80 000 Egyptian soldiers were
said to be in Sinai.

It seemed that Armageddon had
arrived. Yet by that Monday even-
ing the Egyptian air force had been
destroyed, a day later their army
was in retreat, by the Wednesday
Michael Elkins of the BBC
announced: “All Jerusalem is in
Israel’s hands.”

TV showed Moshe Dayan and
General Rabin at the Kotel. The
Chief of the Army Chaplaincy,
Brigadier General Shlomo Goren
was also there. He prayed and said:
“Soldiers of Israel, beloved of your
people, you covered yourselves
with valour and victory.

“The dream of generations has
been fulfilled before our eyes. The
symbol of Israel’s messianic re-
demption has been delivered.”

Later in the week the Golan
Heights and Gaza had been taken;
the Egyptian army had retreated
from the Sinai. By the weekend the
war was over.

There is a book, “A Shield About
Me”, published by Nasionale
Boekhandel in 1968, containing let-
ters from people in Israel at the
time. Here are some extracts from
South Africans who were there:

Lynette Hoffman from Cape
Town: “Don’t worry about us. We
are proud to be in Israel at this his-
toric moment.” Dr Isaac Sher of
Savyon: “Today the postman deliv-
ered two letters from South Africa.
He has been delivering letters all
day. His name is Jeremy Sher, aged
12.”

Harry Brodie: “I will never forget
the excitement of seeing the army
on the move with the soldiers all
apparently calm and anxious to get

to their positions.” Lorna Dalton
from Johannesburg living in a kib-
butz on the Syrian border: “It is
such a privilege to be living here
during this period of biblical and
political history. PG may many
acknowledge the hand of the L-rd in
our victory.”

Raphael Dagan in a letter to
Johannesburg: “One of the most
encouraging aspects is that of the
Indian conductor, Zubin Mehta who
arrived here on the first available
freight plane to direct the Israeli
Philharmonic Orchestra in a just
reunited Jerusalem Mann Audi-
torium.”

Chaim Topol who was appearing
in “Fiddler on the Roof” in
London, left the show immediately
but was back again the following
Monday to continue in the part of
Tevye. Joyous chaos erupted in the
theatre when, unannounced, he re-
appeared.

Barney Gurland, a former Cape-
tonian, from Savyon: “Our territory
has been enlarged three times.
However, I do not think that we will
again be bullied or bluffed into
going back to the 1948 Armistice
Lines as we were in 1956.”

Psalm 3-4: “But Thou, O L-rd, art
a shield about me /My glory and the
lifter up of my head.”

Remember, too, June 6, 1944, D-
Day, the Allied troops landed in
France and a turning point in the
Second World War began.

KING WILLIAM’S TOWN
From Marc Kopman:

“At a function in Johannesburg the
subject of King William’s Town was
brought up. I mentioned that it had
been rumoured that the funds for
the sale of the shul hall (in that
town) had gone unaccounted for.

“It turned out that a cousin of my
wife was present. Her father, Jack
Rosenberg, owns the hotel there
and she undertook to pass this on to
her father, who was imminently
visiting King William’s Town.

“A few days later, Jack phoned
me and put that rumour away
where it belongs. The proceeds of
the hall had gone to the East
London Hebrew Congregation,
where he now attended.

“At the time that I had visited
King William’s Town (mid-‘80s) he
had been away when I called to
locate the shul, so that I could pho-
tograph it for my collection.”

KIMBERLEY

The start of the diamond cutting
industry

From Dries Jacobs:

“I am not a person who is a conspir-
acy theorist, but I believe that De
Beers and their associates wanted
to open a diamond cutting industry

in this country in order to control it.
They could then control the movement
of uncut diamonds, which were illegal
to possess unless a buyer had a licence.

“By controlling the cutting industry,
they could see to it that no illegal rough
diamonds were polished and therefore
transformed into legal possession (so to
speak).

“When the National Party and
Labour Party pact government came
into power in 1924 under General J B M
Hertzog, the government insisted that a
diamond cutting industry be started
and local boys be taken on as appren-
tices. My father was one of these.

“He worked for Rosentrauch (from
Belgium) who had originally been
approached to start the industry here,
but now the government had weakened
De Beers’ control somewhat.

“There were good times and bad
times for the industry, mostly the latter
and my father told me the story of how
he arrived at the factory one morning
during the general economic depres-
sion.

“The boys were told: ‘You work with
stones, but there is no work at the facto-
ry, so we are taking you to where roads
are being built and there you can help
break up the stones needed for the road
making. ‘Lorries took them to the out-
skirts of Kimberley.

“The industry moved to Johan-
nesburg afterwards and my father fol-
lowed, but they still had ‘bad times’
throughout the thirties.”

JOHANNESBURG

Norman Gordon phoned Community
Buzz. No, it was not Norman Gordon,
the oldest living South African Test
cricketer, apparently now well into his
nineties. (Jewish, by the way).

He was involved in the famous
“Timeless Test” in 1939 which took
place in Durban and lasted 10 days and
was still undecided as the English team
had to rush to Cape Town to catch their
boat home. England needed 40 odd runs
to win. Result: match drawn.

The Norman Gordon who telephoned
said he spent his time telling people that
he was not the cricketer; he was a
Nahalnik, a volunteer in Israel’s forces
in the ‘60s. He wanted all Mahal and
Nahal members living in South Africa
to contact Boetie Shifrin so he could
keep them informed of all reunions and
gettogethers that take place.

Boetie’s fax number is (011) 728-
4222 and Norman’s cell number is,
083-660-2999.

IF THIS DOESN’T KILL YOU...

Overheard at UJW Fortnightly Forum:
Finkelstein had a butcher shop in
Doornfontein in the old days, but because
of the presence of Crystals, Fehler &
Flax, and Wachenheimers, he struggled
to make a living.

So he decided to qualify as a scho-
chet, which he duly did. He then put up
a sign outside his shop, reading:
“Kosher Butchery. Finkelstein Kills
Everyday.”
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INVITE SUITABLE CANDIDATES TO AN AUDITION
FOR THE POSITION OF CHAZAN AT OUR SHUL

Knowledge of traditional nusach and pieces required as well as a vibrant personality
and the ability to lead and inspire a congregation. Applicants should have extensive
experience singing with a choir and must have a full tenor range.
Applicants should be available to start rehearsing immediately with our exciting
choir and will be required for services from the end of June 2011.
Auditions will be held with the Executive and choir.

Please forward a CV to choir@golding.za.net and chairman@linkshul.co.za by

HEBREW CONGREGATION

Tuesday 7th June. 2011.

335 Jan Smuts Avenue B ag Iﬁ'y S tO?‘I Ch nic
Craighall Park Tel: (011) 325-4986

Parking outside store

For further information contact the shul office at

(011) 640-5812 or (011) 640-4618

083-279-7240
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AUSTRIAN COUNCILMAN
RESIGNS OVER NAZI TATTOO

EBENTHAL - A member of
a southern Austrian vil-
lage's municipal council has
stepped down following an
uproar over his Nazi-
inspired tattoo.

In aresignation letter dated
May 30, Gerry Leitmann, 31,
said he was not aware of his
tattoo's "historic connections"
and will have it removed
immediately, according to
The Associated Press.

The tattoo reads "Blut und
Ehre" - translated into Eng-
lish as "Blood and Honour”,
the slogan and motto of the
Hitler Youth - and is inked
on Leitmann's upper arm.

Local Ebenthal politicians
first saw the tattoo at a coun-
cil meeting last week, the
Austrian Independent news-
paper reported.

Even if he removes it,
Leitmann could still face jail
time or fines under Austria's
federal anti-Nazi mind-set
law. (JTA)

OPINION AND ANALYSIS - rorumFor piverse views

Nature of ME settlement should be the focus

IT HAS become increasingly diffi-
cult to hold a rational discussion
about possibilities of settling a
peace between Israel and the
Palestinians. Reading some of the
arguments from pro academic and
cultural boycotters of Israel, the
level of invective, exaggeration and
lack of moral consistency is so
striking that were it not that, sadly,
these voices may be gaining traction
in some academic and cultural cir-
cles, it would be best to ignore them
completely. Rational engagement is
impossible!

It is equally disturbing to hear
levels of invective from another
quarter whom I had always hoped
would know better. Take for exam-
ple a recent letter to this newspaper
which could be ignored were it not a
commonly held view, judging from
many e-mails I receive.

Ilan Baruch was an Israeli ambas-
sador to this country. Upon retire-
ment he has argued for a return to
the 1967 borders as constituting a
basis for a peace agreement. Now
many people disagree with this
view and, for my part it is clear, as

SEE YOU AT SINAI

18-19 June | 5a
18-20 June | Alboy

SINAINDABA

Torah talking to a modern world

THE JURY
1S OUT

Dennis Davis

President Barack Obama was com-
pelled to concede to AIPAC, the 1967
borders cannot be the sine qua non
for a settlement.

So, criticise Mr Baruch with
pleasure and, I suspect, with some
justification. But when he is
accused of being an enemy of Israel
for holding this view, one is entitled
to ask on what rational basis is this
claim made?

On this line of argument a size-
able percentage of Jews, both out-
side and inside Israel, even if a
minority, are also enemies of the
Jewish people. I cannot think of a
more luminous contemporary
example of sinat chinum, a base-
less hatred that can only fracture
Jewish community.

With this caution, I now proceed
to tread cautiously to an assess-
ment of the speech of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
the US Congress. Any reasonable
listener to this speech would have
been moved by Netanyahu’s elo-
quent defence of Israel as the only
viable democracy in the region and
his lucid exposition of Israel’s
achievements often accomplished
under great odds.

Similarly, one had to admire the
prime minister’s political ability to
present Israel in a light that

brought lavish support from all sec-
tors of a divided Congress; small
wonder that his ratings have soared
in the Israeli polls!

The real divide among those of
goodwill who are anxious about
Israel’s future, turns on the balance
of the speech. There are those who
argue that, given the agreement
between the PLO and Hamas and
the pressure exerted by the Obama
administration, Netanyahu was cor-
rect to present Israel in a strong
light, not prepared to cave in to pres-
sure which it considered was count-
er to the country’s best interests and
to be honest about the framework
which Israel considers to be essen-
tial to viable negotiations.

The other side, which included
certain commentators published in
both Haaretz and Maariv, contended
that Netanyahu knew well that the
conditions laid down by him could
never form a basis for a renewed
peace process and, thus, the prime
minister was, in effect, slamming the
door on any viable new initiative.

For this group, the likely conse-
quence will be a UN resolution later
this year which recognises a
Palestinian state and consequent
increased diplomatic isolation of
Israel.

There is another possibility which
deserves some explication. Whether
one agrees with the prime minister
or considers that his speech can
never prompt Mahmoud Abbas into
a new negotiation process, it was
hardly likely that an Israeli prime
minister was going to publicly
announce a dramatic policy change
to a foreign legislature as opposed to

his own.

Secondly, the conditions laid out
in the Netanyahu speech notwith-
standing, there was an express
recognition of the right to a
Palestinian state, an acknowledg-
ment that some settlements on the
West Bank would no longer be under
Israeli sovereignty and even for the
prime minister who considers this
land to be Judea and Samaria, the
Palestinian state would have to be
large enough to be viable.

These are important concessions,
which when implemented, will
hopefully not mean that Netanyahu
will receive the treatment to which
Yitzhak Rabin z”]1 was subjected
before his murder.

Of course, it will be argued that,
as the Palestinians will never accept
any reasonable conditions, no con-
cessions will ever take place.

To that there are at least two
responses: firstly as the evidence
shows, Abbas came perilously close
to a surprising agreement in 2008
with (then Prime Minister) Ehud
Olmert and secondly, an Obama sec-
ond term together with the rapidly
changing Middle East, may well
change that assumption and cause
fresh impetus on both sides.

Finally, a strong and popular
Israeli leader will be necessary to
ensure acceptance of such a settle-
ment which, at present, means
Netanyahu.

Viewed in this context, the present
debate should focus on the nature of
the settlement and the conditions
for its attainment as opposed to
labelling well meaning people as
enemies.
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1890-1920 French 3 Piece Art Nouveau Figures with Clock,
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La Confidence, Par A.) Scotte, Enamelled Painted Flowers
on Clock by Cherbonneau Nyons on Marble Base
measuring 39cm in height and 54cm in width.

For more information contact Clyde on

: . 0828834933 .
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Baruch’s view of Israeli
security overly simplistic

MAURICE OSTROFF

THE ARTICLE in the SA Jewish Report of May 20 by
former Israeli ambassador to South Africa, Ilan
Baruch,”South Africa has an urgent role to play”,
demands a reply.

Baruch’s assumption that the Israeli electorate
votes for hawkish governments for fear of total isola-
tion, indicates a sad lack of understanding of Israelis
whose primary concern is achieving peace with secu-
rity, tempered by past experiences.

Much as we wish to end control over Palestinians,
we are wary of placing Ben-Gurion Airport within
range of cheap shoulder-launched missiles.

It was Einstein who said that insanity is doing the
same things again and again, expecting different
results.

Baruch'’s call to end occupation of all lands seized
in 1967, is overly simplistic and irresponsible in
ignoring vital factors such as security, incitement
and refugees, among others.

As he recommends following Yitzhak Rabin’s foot-
steps, it’s relevant to recall that in his last speech,
Rabin said we would not return to 1967 lines; united
Jerusalem would include Ma’ale Adumim and Givat
Ze’ev; the security border would be in the Jordan
Valley and Gush Etzion, Efrat, Beitar would be
included. (Rabin’s complete speech may be viewed at
http://www.2nd-thoughts.org/id308.html)

President Barack Obama’s realistic approach,
highlights the shallowness of Baruch’s message.
Obama acknowledged the new demographic realities;
he called for mutually agreed land swaps and secure
recognised borders, robust provisions to prevent a
resurgence of terrorism and infiltration of weapons
and a demilitarised Palestinian state in a border dif-
ferent than the one that existed in 1967.

In Baruch’s reference to South African empathy
with Palestinians, it would have been relevant to
draw attention to the fact that the hate-filled Hamas
covenant bears no similarity to the ANC charter.

Unlike Baruch, Obama recognises this problem,
saying that Israel cannot negotiate with Palestinians
who do not recognise Israel’s right to exist.

The ANC charter states: “South Africa shall strive
to maintain world peace and the settlement of inter-
national disputes by negotiation - not war.”

By contrast, article 13 of the Hamas charter states
that peaceful solutions and international conferences
contradict its principles, since there is no solution to
the Palestinian problem except jihad; “such confer-
ences are used by the infidels to prevail over Muslim
land”.

Hamas’ irrationality is illustrated by promises to
obliterate Freemasons, Rotary, Lions and similar
organisations that they accuse of controlling world
media, stirring the French and Communist revolu-
tions, the First and Second World Wars and replace-
ment of the League of Nations with the UN.

However, South Africa can contribute substantially
to resolution of the Israel-Palestine conflict by advo-
cating a confidence-building measure that would
immediately encourage negotiations towards peace.

In view of the concern for human dignity inherent
in the ANC charter, it would be fitting if the
“Rainbow Nation” would insist as a condition of its

support, that Hamas end the savage torture of (cap-
tured Israeli soldier) Gilad Shalit and his family; an
unbearable torture that has continued 24/7 for five
years in flagrant violation of human decency and inter-
national law.

I call merely for compliance with the Third Geneva
Convention that provides for access to the Red Cross
and freedom to send and receive monthly letters and
cards. Even the Nazis respected this provision that
Hamas continues to deny Shalit while holding him
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incommunicado.

By way of contrast, Palestinian
prisoners in Israel enjoy visita-
tion rights, conjugal visits, tele-
phones, newspapers, television
and radio broadcasts, lawyers’
visits and even academic studies
at state expense.

The continued mental torture
of Shalit’s family compounds the
crime immeasurably. What great-
er torture can there be than tor-
menting parents with continuous
anxiety for five years about
whether their son is dead, or if
alive, in what conditions?

The Shalit family continues to
live this horrendous nightmare,
not knowing if Gilad is alive and
fearing that he is possibly being
tortured. To compound the hein-
ous crime, Hamas held a public
rally during which a boy dressed
in IDF uniform masqueraded as
Gilad, telling the jeering crowd
how he misses his parents. No
human being with a conscience
can refuse to protest this diaboli-
cal cruelty.

As mental torture is included
in the UN ban on torture, the
politicians dealing with Hamas
cannot ignore the deliberate tor-
ture of Gilad’s family. Torture
violates both International
human rights law and humani-
tarian law.

Article 1 of the UN Convention
Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment, defines tor-
ture as any act causing pain or
suffering, whether physical or
mental and a study by scientists
published on March 6, 2007 in
News in Science, describes men-
tal torture as bad as physical.

South Africa’s intervention in
this humanitarian matter would
be applauded by the entire
civilised world and it would cer-
tainly contribute to an atmos-
phere of trust and goodwill, so
essential to meaningful negotia-
tions towards a peaceful settle-
ment.
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On justice and
closure

MORE THAN 15 years after the massacre of 8 000
Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica and the 44-
month siege of Sarajevo, the arrest of General
Ratko Mladic, former head of the Bosnian Serb
army accused of major responsibility, raises com-
plex issues.

Mladic has arrived in The Hague where he is due
to stand trial in the International Criminal Court.
A Human Rights Watch spokesman said his arrest
shows “justice never forgets”.

There is also another, more cynical view that
Mladic was only arrested now because Serbia des-
perately wants to become a member of the EU and
he was a small sacrifice to make: he is “yesterday’s
man”. Many dictators previously disappeared into
peaceful exile until they died, such as Ugandan
leader Idi Amin in Saudi Arabia.

Will his arrest bring some calm to Mladic’s liv-
ing victims, helping them move on with their lives?
Can an Auschwitz survivor achieve this through
the arrest of former Nazis? Or black South
Africans put behind them the humiliations and
deprivations of decades of apartheid after its
demise?

For Jews, the 1945-‘46 Nuremberg trials, a series
of military tribunals set up by the victorious
Allied forces of the Second World War, helped mete
out justice and it publically recorded the Nazis’
deeds.

Twenty four of the most notorious Nazi leaders
were tried in the first trials, although some, such
as Hitler, Himmler and Goebbels, had committed
suicide before they could be brought to book.

Then in 1961 the Eichmann trial, where the
Holocaust’s scope was revealed through meticu-
lous legal presentations, showed clearly the impor-
tance of arrests and trials, even long after the
events.

Israel’s creation in 1948 provided Jews with a
grand project, a positive new beginning to pour
energy and passion into. Building a new country
was also a healing project like no other.

South Africans developed their own way of
addressing apartheid’s horrors. The 1996 - 1998
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, set up by
the Government of National Unity in terms of a
1995 Act, aimed to “turn the page” for victims of
apartheid, through hearing perpetrators publical-
ly admit to atrocities they committed and apologis-
ing. This was a partial “cleansing”, but certainly
not complete. Without the presence of a giant
statesman like Nelson Mandela to set the example
of tolerance and forgiveness, and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, even this would not have been pos-
sible.

There is no Nelson Mandela in Serbia. What will
Mladic’s arrest achieve for his victims? Zlata
Filipovic, the author of Zlata’s Diary, in her
account of the siege of Sarajevo, commented: “I
was that 11-year-old girl that some of Gen Mladic’s
18 000 soldiers and snipers could see running
across the bridge in front of my house... ‘Closure’
is a word that trips off the tongues of those who
ask what I think.

“I wish I had leapt from a chair when I heard the
news, or that this arrest would represent some sort
of a closure for me... But at the risk of disappoint-
ing people, while I consider the arrest good news,
the effect of the bloody and warped military cam-
paigns waged by Gen Mladic (and I feel uncomfort-
able calling him a general, as it indicates an ele-
ment of respect) is something that remains and
defines my life, and the lives of so many.”

For young people, how do we make the
Holocaust, Rwanda, Serbia, apartheid, and other
atrocities relevant without getting mired in venge-
ful emotions which create caricatures and inhibit
healing? The next generation gets irritated and
says to its elders: “You keep on harping on about it!
Let’s look forward!”

Unless the next generation can take something
positive out of it, it means nothing. It is in danger
of ultimately becoming just folklore. The move-
ment to make Holocaust education not just for
Jews, but as a lesson for everyone about the dan-
gers of ethnic hatred - such as building it into the
curriculum in South African schools, as the SA
Holocaust Foundation has done - is one powerful
response.

Even if the arrest and trial of monsters like
Mladic will not bring full healing and closure to
victims, it is crucial they are not permitted to live
their lives out in luxury and peace. Justice, even if
long in coming, must still be done.

OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

What are the options to derail

Palestinian
Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas
addressing the
general debate of
the 65th session of
the United Nations’
General Assembly,
on September 25,
2010.

(PHOTOGRAPH: UNIT-
ED NATIONS)

Palestinian statehood at the UN?

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

REMEMBER THE tension a couple of
weeks ago between Israel and the United
States? That was all about avoiding ten-
sion between Israel and the rest of the
world.

That’s what Obama administration
officials are telling Jewish officials look-
ing ahead to September, when the
Palestinians are expected to press for
statehood recognition through the UN
General Assembly.

“There is a building momentum to
move in September in New York to
recognise a Palestinian state,” Dennis
Ross, the top White House Middle East
policy official, told Jewish leaders in a
May 26 conference call. “The way you
head that off is by showing a credible
alternative.”

The thinking behind President Barack
Obama’s May 19 Middle East policy
speech, in which he said that it was US
policy to negotiate on the basis of the
1967 lines, with mutually agreed swaps,
was to give the Obama administration
needed ammunition to persuade the
Europeans not to buy into recognition of
Palestinian statehood, Ross said.

“The audience here was an interna-
tional audience,” he said. “The choice
was to stay where we were and the result
would be dramatic or worse, or to try
and get in front of that train and try to
redirect it.”

The United States is working on sever-
al strategies to derail the Palestinian
plan to obtain recognition of statehood
at the United Nations.

First, there is the effort to convince
European allies to vote against it, so the
United States would have more partners
voting against the bid in the Security
Council and to establish a moral alliance
- the Europeans are seen as a moral force
in the international community - against
unilateral statehood. Only votes in the
Security Council, not the General
Assembly, carry the force of internation-
al law.

Among the European Union’s leaders,
Germany and Italy are committed
against statehood recognition, but
France and Britain are wavering.

German Chancellor “Angela Merkel
shares the position of President Obama
that only through negotiations will you
get a stable situation and a two-state
solution that is sustainable”, said Lars
Hansel, director of the Washington
office of the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung,
a German think tank.

“She is not necessarily mainstream,
since (French President Nicolas)
Sarkozy and (British Prime Minister
David) Cameron have flirted with sup-

port for a Palestinian bid.”

But Obama’s speech may have
nudged Britain and France away from
recognising a Palestinian state, accord-
ing to a senior European official attend-
ing the G-8 summit last week in
Deauville, France, where Obama con-
sulted with the leaders on Middle East
talks.

The official, who asked not to be
named under his government’s rules of
speaking to journalists, said follow-up
is critical.

“Obama’s speech is considered
important and courageous,” the official
said. “We need now to try looking at
concrete steps that could be imple-
mented from now until September.”

European nations are seen as Kkey.
The combined opposition of the
European Union’s 27 states and the
influence they have among some devel-
oping world nations, could help keep a
resolution on Palestinian statehood
from reaching the Security Council or
from obtaining a two-thirds majority in
the General Assembly.

Another option to derail statehood
recognition would be to get the Israelis
and Palestinians back to the negotiat-
ing table.

“The first thing that can happen is
that there will be a political initiative, a
diplomatic initiative on the part of the
Israelis, despite Netanyahu'’s rhetoric,
that might be the basis for new negoti-
ations,” Hansel said, noting support for
an initiative from a diverse array of
Israeli parties, including those in the
government, like Yisrael Beiteinu and
Labour, and in the opposition, like
Kadima.

But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s decision not to introduce
any new initiative in his speech to
Congress last week, is a sign that noth-
ing new is forthcoming.

Netanyahu had been under some
pressure to make some sort of gesture
until the Palestinian Authority’s
announcement a month ago that it was
entering a unity pact with the terrorist
group Hamas. That and PA President
Mahmoud Abbas’ steadfast refusal to
negotiate with Israel, has kept some of
the pressure off Netanyahu.

Abbas has said he will not sit down
and negotiate with Israel unless a
Jewish settlement freeze in the West
Bank is implemented first.

A third option for derailing statehood
recognition at the United Nations,
would be to change the wording of the
resolution so that it stops short of uni-
lateral statehood - for instance, by con-
ditioning recognition for Palestinian
statehood on a negotiated outcome.

“The Security Council resolution

could be worded in a way that even the
Israelis can support it,” Hansel said.

Netanyahu has made clear that he is
relying on a US veto in the UN Security
Council to block Palestinian statehood.

“You need to pass it not through the
General Assembly, but through the
Security Council, and then have it
approved by the General Assembly,” he
said in a CNN interview broadcast on
May 26. “I think that sequence is impor-
tant because the United States has a
veto in the Security Council.”

But Netanyahu’s sanguine approach
ignores two factors, insiders warn.
First, there’s the diplomatic damage
that would accrue, should the United
States veto a widely popular resolution.
That could affect Israel, the United
States and any other countries voting
against.

Then there is the possibility that the
Palestinians and their supporters will
use the rarely invoked Uniting for Peace
option, which allows the General
Assembly to override the Security
Council with a two-thirds vote.

First used to override a Soviet veto
against action during the Korean War,
Uniting for Peace protects from legal
repercussions those countries that join
in an action not sanctioned by the
Security Council. It was used in the
1980s to protect countries that sanc-
tioned South Africa from being sued
under international trade laws.

The option has been used just 10
times in the body’s history, but the
Palestinians have indicated that they
will seek its invocation. They have won
recognition from 112 states and are
working to get 135 - the two-thirds
majority - by September.

Joseph Deiss, the Swiss envoy to the
United Nations and currently the presi-
dent of the General Assembly, said over
the weekend that the United Nations
could not afford Palestine membership
without Security Council approval.

That does not necessarily negate
what would be the deleterious effects on
Israel of a Uniting for Peace resolution
recognising Palestine, pro-Israel groups
have said. The resolution would provide
legal cover to nations wanting to treat
“Palestine” as a state, allowing sanc-
tions and lawsuits against Israel to go
forward.

In his May 26 call with Jewish lead-
ers, however, Ross made clear that the
Europeans expect more from Netan-
yahu right now.

“One of the things we’re dealing with
is that they don’t believe the prime min-
ister of Israel is serious,” he said. “We
say we don’t buy that, but that by itself
has not been sufficient to persuade
them.” (JTA)



