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Supporters of the planned flotilla to Gaza participate in a pro-Palestinian demonstration in Rome, on May 14. Greece has prevented several Flotilla

boats from leaving its ports. A fly-in of several hundred demonstrators to Ben-Gurion Airport, has been organised. (LUCIAN VIA CC) 
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

PARSHAT BALAK  
Rabbi Berel Wein
Founder and director of the Destiny Foundation

Balaks as guilty as
Bilaams

SUE RANDALL

IN JUNE of this year, the women of Bet
David’s Sisterhood, experienced a tiny
miracle. Jolly Dee’s Playschool, situated
on the grounds of Bet David in Sandton,
sent a batch of sleeping kits to a town-
ship crèche. 

The act of giving was in itself not
unusual - Jolly Dee’s, together with a
few other schools, regularly donates
items to township schools or crèches via
the Sisterhood. But this time a little syn-
chronicity was at work.

“Each sleeping kit consists of a kind of
sleeping bag plus a detachable pillow,”
said Jo Norris, chairman of Bet David’s
Sisterhood.

“They’re really cute, and very useful
when you’re working with children.
Jolly Dee recently replaced its sleeping
kits, although the old ones could still be
used. 

“I bundled them all into my car’s boot
and back seat and took them to the
Sisterhood Cottage. While I was there
sorting through the kits, I counted them.
There were 54 kits in total.”

“Jo then called another Sisterhood
member, Jean Weinstein, to find out how
many children attend Angel Crèche in
Ebony Park in the Midrand area, where

the kits would be sent. Angel Crèche
grew out of a feeding scheme started by
Ellen Mokgadi, a grandmother in the
community. Jean told Jo that she would
speak to Ellen and get back to her about
the number of children.

“She called me back after speaking to
Ellen and said there were 54 four chil-
dren in the crèche,” said Jo. “I could
hardly believe it! Jolly Dee had given us
exactly the right number of kits, with-
out even planning it.”

Sisterhood sends regular food deliver-
ies to Angel Crèche, and the sleeping
kits were included in the next delivery.
Being able to help those less fortunate
than oneself is a blessing and mitzvah.
But this time, the special touch of hav-
ing just the right number of sleeping
kits for the crèche brought an extra
smile to the Sisterhood women’s faces.

Rabbi Jacobs, Bet David’s rabbi and
chairman of the South African
Association of Progressive Rabbis, made
an uncharacteristic foray into Gematria
in honour of the occasion. 

“Three times 18 is 54,” he said at the
next Sisterhood meeting. “That is triple
Chai! Three ‘lives’ have been touched -
Jolly Dee’s, Bet David Sisterhood and
the children kept warm this winter at
Angel Crèche.” 

PAREV PRODUCTS MARKED AS MILCHIK AND VICE VERSA 

STAFFORDS DARK Chocolate disks and chips have erroneously been marked
“milchik” and are in fact “parev”.

Illovo Chocolate Sauce has erroneously been marked “parev” and is in fact
“milchik”.

Goldcrest Artichoke Hearts erroneously bear an OK logo. The OK has
informed the kashrut department of the Union of Orthodox Synagogues that
they do not certify this product.

KASHRUT ALERT

ALTHOUGH BILAAM is the major villain of the peace in
this week’s parsha, we should not overlook Balak’s nefari-
ous role in the events described therein. 

Balak is the instigator of the whole plot to curse and
destroy the Jewish people. He finances Bilaam and is most
persistent in pursuing his evil goal. Even when Bilaam
apparently despairs of the success of his mission and so
informs Balak,

Balak nevertheless insists that he continue, for perhaps
he will yet be able to curse the people of Israel. Often in
Jewish history we find this scenario repeated, with those
behind the scenes persistently encouraging the masses to
destroy the Jews while they stay a pious distance behind,
causing, but somehow apparently not participating in, the
murderous mayhem.

As hate filled as Bilaam is, he cannot operate alone. He
needs financial and social backing for him to do his worst.
Bilaam is eventually killed by the very people he attempt-
ed to destroy. 

But Balak always lives on to try again to accomplish the
destruction of the Jewish nation. Balak never makes peace
with the idea that the L-rd does not allow him his goal. His
tenacity for hatred and evil behaviour is his true hallmark
of his identity.

Centuries later the prophet reminds us of Balak’s
scheme and advice to Bilaam and warns us somehow not to
overlook Balak’s role in this story of aggression and unrea-
soned hatred. 

Through remembering the original Balak, the prophet
informs us that we will be better able to identify and deal
with his successors in deceit and hatred throughout the
ages.

It is not the suicide bomber - Bilaam - that is the only
guilty party in terrorist attacks. It is the Balaks who send
them and support them that are certainly equally as guilty.
The pious human rights organisations that promote only
hatred and violence under the guise of doing good deeds,
are also responsible for the loss of the precious lives of
innocents caused by those whom they so nurture and sup-
port.

The Talmud stated this reality by coining the famous
Jewish aphorism: “It is not the mouse alone that is the
thief. It is rather the hole in the wall that allows the mouse
entry into the house that is the real thief.” 

It is the persistence of those who are determined to
undermine the Jewish people and the State of Israel that
places them as direct immoral descendants of Balak.

In the Pesach Haggadah we read that in every generation
we face this challenge. No matter how many Bilaams we
are able to dispose of, Balak somehow survives to continue
to try again. The words of the prophet in this week’s
haftorah - to remember Balak’s role in the story of the
Jewish people in the desert of Sinai - are addressed to us
and our times as well.

We should not be shocked, though our sadness over this
fact is understandable, that the malevolence against Jews
of the 1930s can repeat itself in 2011. As long as Balak still
remains a force in the world, the Jewish problem will not
go away.

Shabat shalom.

This Parsha originates from Berel Wein’s website
www.rabbiwein.com.

A story to warm the
cockles of your heart

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 
Geoff Lees 082-923-8317  

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

GLENHAZEL / GLENSAN: NEW RELEASE 

BAGLEYSTON: NEW RELEASE 

FOR SALE

PERCELIA ESTATE / GLENHAZEL

WIN AN ISLAND HOLIDAY & OTHER GREAT PRIZES - VISIT WWW.STAMELMANPROPERTIES.CO.ZA FOR DETAILS

Highlands North: 3 receptions new
modern kitchen 2 bed 2 bath, garden ,

and more R 800 000
Highlands North: 3 Receptions, 3 beds,

2 baths, garden and more R 999 000
Orange Grove: 3 beds 2 baths,

3 receptions, pool, cottage R 950 000
Orange Grove: 3 beds 1 bath, pool,

cottage potential and more R 800 000
Gresswold: 3 bed 2 baths 2 receptions

apartment R 899 000

HIGHLANDS NORTH PERCELIA ESTATE BOOM

3 Receptions , eat-in kitchen , 4 bed-
rooms , 1,5 bathrooms. staff accomm,
secure inside parking, pretty garden,

in great street R 1 070 000  

HURRY MUST BE SOLD TODAY

GLENHAZEL: NEW RELEASE 

WOW  PERFECT POSITION
Large LUSH  garden, pool, 3 receptions,

gourmet eat in kitchen , 5 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms, guest loo and so much

more hurry we have interest! 
from R 5,2 Million

WE have an offer. Seller says bring 
a bit more and its yours.

5 exceptional receptions, 2 gourmet
chefs eat in kitchens with all the mod
cons, 4 large bedroom suites all with
full bathrooms, indoor heated pool,

large garden, executive  2 bedroom 2
bathroom guest cottage, excellent

staff Accom and so much more, 800M
2

under cover+ from R 5,6 million

4 rec all north-facing, lush gardens ,
solar heated pool, 3 beds, study or 4th
bed. 2 bathrooms, guest loo, new mod
kitchen, stunning patio, security, inside

parking + asking R 2,2 million

1 bed 1 bath, 2 tiled receptions, granite
mod kitchen, 1 bedroom walk in closets

with full bathroom on suite, complex
has 24 hr. security, pool and more 

R650 000. Hurry will be SOLD

Recipients of the sleeping kits at Angel Crèche, Ebony Park. 
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A CHILDREN’S opera - Brundibár - that was per-
formed 55 times in the Nazi ghetto of Terezin before
its Jewish-Czech composer and many of the chil-
dren in the cast were transported to the gas cham-
bers of Auschwitz, is serving as the inspiration for
an initiative led by the Cape Town Holocaust Centre
to promote the use of art in building a culture of
human rights. 

The Brundibár Project - a collaboration between
the Centre, Artscape, Cape Town Opera, Magnet
Theatre, the Frank Joubert Art Centre and
Ibhabhathane - will see the staging of the opera for
the first time in SA. Directed by Aviva Pelham, it
tells of a poor family whose children look for money
to buy milk for their sick mother, only to have their
quest thwarted by an evil organ-grinder, Brundibár. 

With the help of three intelligent animals, the
children defeat the unjust bully and return home in
triumph. Survivors of Terezín speak of the perform-
ances of Brundibár as “small bright sparks of hope
and defiance in a long, dark night.” 

As part of a double bill, Magnet Theatre’s Mark
Fleishman will direct learners in The Children and

the Bees - specially written for the project - draw-
ing on the testimonies of child survivors from the
Holocaust to the Rwandan genocide and contextu-
alising the opera in South Africa. 

The productions run at Artscape Theatre from
July 18 – 21; opening night coincides with Nelson
Mandela International Day.  

Lending particular poignance will be the atten-
dance from the United States of Ela Weissberger,
now in her eighties, who played the role of the Cat
in all 55 Brundibár performances in Terezín. This
was not the case for all the children - there were
frequent cast changes as the Nazis sent them
away, most to their deaths. 

Weissberger, a guest of the Holocaust Centre,
will give a pre-performance talk on July 19 in the
Artscape Orchestra Rehearsal Room, as well as at
the Centre on July 24. (021) 462-5553. She will also
be speaking under the auspices of The
Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre at
the RCHCC on July 25 at 19:30. 

• Dr Vojtech Blodig, deputy director of the
Terezin Memorial, speaks before the July 20 per-
formance in the Artscape Orchestra Rehearsal
Room, on “How performances of Brundibár and
other artistic responses were a form of resistance
in the Terezín ghetto”. 

Brundibár: From Terezín
ghetto to CT stage

THE SOUTH African media watchdog,
the Advertising Standards Authority
(ASA), has dismissed complaints relat-
ing to a radio advert that called for the
boycott of Israel and comparing Israel
to apartheid SA.

In a media release, giving the ASA
ruling, SA Artists Against Apartheid
(SAAA) recounted that in February this
year, during the South African tour of
the international dance band, Faithless,
a radio message featuring Dave
Randall, lead guitarist of the band, had
been broadcast on radio station, 5fm.
The advert had been in support of the
SAAA  collective.

In the advert Randall says: “Hi, I’m
Dave Randall from Faithless. Twenty
years ago I would not have played 
in apartheid South Africa; today I
refuse to play in Israel. Be on the right
side of history. Don’t entertain
apartheid. Join the international boy-
cott of Israel. I support southafrica-
nartistsagainstapartheid.com.”

In a complaint to the ASA, the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies
(SAJBD) objected to the radio advert,
saying that the view expressed that
Israel was an apartheid state, was
“untrue, not supported by any evi-
dence… and contains a lie which
amounts to false propaganda”.

The SAJBD sought an order that the
SABC apologise for broadcasting the
advert.

The ASA dismissed all the SAJBD
complaints and ruled in favour of the
submissions made by SA Artists
Against Apartheid. 

The ASA ruled that the reasonable
person would clearly understand that:
“(The advertisement) is a call to all lis-
teners irrespective of their circum-

stances, race, gender and the like, to
support the (cultural boycott of Israel)
cause… if anything, it (the advert) is
condemning the actions and events in
Israel, rather than victimising or casti-
gating people of Israeli origin. Put dif-
ferently, it is condemning oppressive
actions…”

SAAA had submitted that the ASA
should take into account the fact that
the radio advert was a form of political
speech which is protected by the right to
freedom and expression under section
16 of the South African Constitution.

Responding to the complaint that the
advertisement constituted offensive
advertising, the ASA ruled that a rea-
sonable person who is neither hyper-
critical nor hypersensitive: “…cannot
reach a conclusion that this commercial
was intended to offend. There are no
calls for violence, no derogatory com-
ments flung about, and no implication
that all Israelis should be condemned.
The commercial states the artists’ rea-
son for not performing in Israel, and
invites people to join in the cause pro-
moted.”

SAAA submitted that the view that
Israel is an apartheid state “is based on
a sound factual matrix and the connec-
tion between apartheid South Africa
and Israel has been made numerous
times in the South African media. The
claim is therefore justified (…)”

• The SAJBD has expressed its disap-
pointment with the Advertising
Standards Authority’s ruling: “While
we are obviously disappointed with the
ruling, we believe that there remain
strong grounds for pursuing this mat-
ter, and are currently consulting with
our legal advisers regarding a possible
appeal.”

Media Watchdog rejects
SAJBD advert complaint

In rehearsal for

the children’s

opera,

Brundibár, that

was performed

in the Terezin

Nazi ghetto,

are Lathitha

Sani; Luvuyo

Gishi; Nusrah

Jacobs; Katy

Golesworthy;

and Samantha

Sadler. 
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ALISON GOLDBERG

DESPITE SERIOUS chal-
lenges to the efficacy of
academic boycotts against
South African institutions
and individuals in the
apartheid era, the doubtful
wisdom of such boycotts
had nonetheless been
extended against an Israeli institu-
tion, Ben-Gurion University, by the
University of Johannesburg.

This was said by Elli Kriel (pic-
tured), a lecturer in sociology at UJ
at a presentation to the Chief Rabbi
Harris Community Centre, on the
subject of academic boycotts in
South Africa.

Kriel presented the human face of
this boycott for herself and some
other Jewish academics at UJ, as
well as for a small number of Jewish
students on the campus.

Kriel said often the use of the
analogy between Israel and South
African apartheid was to create
moral outrage and to justify the
strategy of boycotts as per the
apartheid era. But such concerns
over lack of efficacy and partial
analogy, were swept aside by aca-
demics at UJ and in South Africa in
their attempt to gain the moral high
ground against Israel. 

This they did by evoking emotion-
al responses to what they labelled as
human rights abuses committed by
BGU and the complicity they would
share in the oppression of Pales-
tinian rights in the occupation were
UJ to continue its institutional ties
with BGU. 

Kriel argued that UJ had succeed-
ed in imposing an academic boycott,
the first in the world to do so, pre-
cisely because of the strength of the
apartheid analogy.

She observed that it also appeared

to have had an impact at 
an institutional level. How
could academics mount
opposition to the Israel
boycott without implicitly
being labelled supporters
of apartheid? 

Kriel pointed to the host-
ing on campus before UJ’s
senate vote - to allow for-

mal ties to lapse - of pro-boycott
events including an Israel Apartheid
Week, an anti-Israel seminar on
water rights in Israel/Palestine, and
the haranguing of senate members
with anti-Israel propaganda before
the vote. 

All this occurred without a bal-
ancing of these issues with pro-
Israel voices before that fateful vote.
Only after the vote did Kriel and
Associate Professor of Law David
Bilchitz manage to present a bal-
anced panel discussion at UJ on the
justifiability of academic boycotts.

The essence, however, of Kriel’s
talk was the creation of an anti-
Semitic atmosphere on campus. 

Kriel raised the issue of the boy-
cott being anti-Semitic with a profes-
sor within the sociology depart-
ment, who also said that it could not
be anti-Semitic if Jewish academics
such as UJ Professor Steven Fried-
man or Ran Greenstein (associate
professor of sociology at Wits Uni-
versity) supported it. 

Kriel responded: “A campaign is
not judged by who supports its
rather it is the concepts, objectives
and outcomes that define how it
should be judged.” 

She cited Irwin Cotler, Canadian
MP and former minister of justice
and attorney general of Canada,
who described two types of anti-
Semitism. The first was classical
anti-Semitism, which was the dis-
crimination against, denial of, and

assault upon the rights of Jews to live
as equal members of whatever host
society they wished to inhabit. 

The new anti-Semitism involved
discrimination against the right of
the Jewish people to live as an equal
member of the family of nations with
Israel as the “collective Jew among
nations”.

This new anti-Semitism was “quite
insidious”, said Kriel, “because it
operates under the guise of anti-
racism such as per the UJ example
with the use of the apartheid analo-
gy”.

The second manner in which the
boycott was reflective of anti-
Semitism, was in its effects. Kriel
looked to University of London soci-
ology lecturer Dr David Hirsh’s per-
spective that hostility to Israel comes
first, followed by processes of nor-
malisation of the hostility and then
the exclusion of Israel and Jews. 

Said Kriel: “In my opinion, the UJ
boycott has accomplished the hostili-
ty by labelling BGU as an institution
complicit in human rights abuses,
and it is in the process of normalis-
ing the boycott action by claiming
that it is severing institutional ties
but does not prohibit individuals
from working together. It remains to
be seen in what manner exclusion of
Israelis and Jews will manifest.”

Kriel expressed concern that UJ
students wearing kippot, would, like
their counterparts on Wits campus in
three incidents, also be harassed.

“We need to decide how to respond.
The threat of legal action on grounds
of discrimination - successful in the
UK - needs to be considered here.
Academics and students across uni-
versities in South Africa need to work
together, with the community sup-
porting them to strengthen the voice
of the anti-boycott campaign, still in
its infancy.”

ALISON GOLDBERG

THE UNIVERSITY and College Union
(UCU) in the UK has been threatened
with an Equality Act claim for institu-
tional anti-Semitism. Eminent British
lawyer Anthony Julius (pictured) said
he would go before an Employment
Tribunal on behalf of his client, free-
lance maths lecturer Ronnie Fraser, a
UCU member, if the UCU did not
address Fraser’s demands to rectify
the situation.

The UCU is one of the biggest aca-
demic trade unions in the world, rep-
resenting more than 120 000 lectur-
ers, researchers and administrative
staff who work in universities and
further education colleges.

Julius successfully represented
American author Prof Deborah
Lipstadt in a libel battle with
Holocaust denier David Irving.

Fraser, whose parents fled the
Holocaust, is threatening to take
action against UCU for creating a
“hostile, degrading, humiliating and
offensive environment” for Jews on
campuses.

After 11 years as a member of the
union, Fraser, who is also director of
the Academic Friends of Israel, says
he has “had enough” of its anti-
Semitism. His move follows the resig-
nations of many Jewish academics
from the union in recent years, over
its policies towards Israeli academics
and universities.

The latest is by Philosophy
Professor David Hillel Ruben, Birbeck,
University of London, after 42 years of
being a member. On the UK Engage
site, Ruben writes in an open letter to

UCU General Secretary
Sally Hunt: “I have grown
accustomed to the UCU’s
annual adoption of illegal
Israel boycott motions. 

“But my imagination was
obviously limited: the offi-
cial UCU rejection of the
European Union Moni-
toring Centre on Racism
and Xenophobia (EUMC)
working definition of anti-
Semitism has accom-
plished just that. It has brought my
resignation from the union.”

Fraser is demanding for resolution,
according to the letter sent by Julius
to Hunt last Friday, an acknowledge-
ment of the union’s institutionally
anti-Semitic policies. He is seeking an
apology to its Jewish members, past
and present; the drawing up of a code
of conduct in relation to its Jewish
members; and a commitment to spon-
sor an education programme on the
dangers of anti-Semitism.

The organisation has repeatedly
debated introducing an official aca-
demic boycott of Israel, but was
advised by its own lawyers in 2007
that such a move would be unlawful
and could not be implemented. 

It is accused of allowing individuals
to post hundreds of anti-Semitic com-
ments on its internet forum for mem-
bers, known as the “activists list”. 

This same language, that of the
work of four “activists”, was used by
University of Johannesburg
Professor of Religion Studies Farid
Esack when describing to the Jewish
Report how four individuals had
organised the petition to boycott Ben-

Gurion University. 
Julius cites a string of

further alleged abuses,
including: “penalising” lec-
turers who opposed a boy-
cott; failing to deal with
Jewish and non-Jewish
members’ concerns about
the boycott; failing to
address resignations by
Jewish members; inviting
South African anti-Semite
Bongani Masuku to speak to

its members; and rejecting the inter-
nationally accepted definition of
anti-Semitism, following a resolu-
tion at a UCU conference.

According to David Hirsh, a sociol-
ogy lecturer at Goldsmiths, Uni-
versity of London, who is a UCU
member and, runs the Engage web-
site, academics are penalised in the
following way: In the attempted boy-
cott campaign by UCU, “anyone who
opposes the boycott is often accused
of being an apologist for Israeli
human rights abuses; Jews who do
not define themselves as anti-
Zionists are often suspected of being
Zionists; Zionists are often
denounced as supporters of racism,
oppression, war, apartheid and
imperialism. 

“People who are concerned about
anti-Semitism, are routinely accused
of raising the issue in bad faith in
order to try to delegitimise what is
called ‘criticism of Israel’.”

The situation dates back to at least
2008 Julius wrote and since then con-
ditions for Jewish members have only
deteriorated. He gave Hunt until
August 5 to respond.

Academics’ union in UK threatened
with ‘anti-Semitism’ tribunal action

Boycott analogy at UJ between
Israel & apartheid SA, spurious

TOBY AXELROD 
BERLIN

AVIV RUSS stands behind a console with his headphones on and
speaks into a large microphone. “We’re here: ‘Kol Berlin’, the
German-Israeli radio programme. Shabbat shalom!” says Russ,
34, an Israeli expatriate.

Russ has been on the radio in Berlin nearly every Friday for
about three years hosting an hour long programme in a melange
of Hebrew and German offering an often irreverent take on being
Israeli in Germany. The market for his programme is growing.

Thousands of Israelis are living in Berlin, though nobody
knows exactly how many. The German-Israel Society, which
promotes ties between the two countries, puts the estimate at 
8 000; the Israeli Embassy says it doesn’t keep any figures. Aside
from the Israelis, Berlin has an estimated 20 000 Jews, 11 000 of
whom are officially registered with the Jewish community.

Many Israelis come to Berlin for the same reasons young peo-
ple all over flock to this city: It is Europe’s hippest capital, a mag-
net for young artists, musicians and writers. But the Israelis also
come to Germany because it’s a relatively easy country Jews can
obtain a second passport for: To be eligible, they must have a par-
ent or grandparent who was persecuted by the Nazis. With a
German passport, they can live anywhere in Europe.

Some 100 000 Israelis currently hold a German passport,
according to a report by Israeli sociologist Sima Zalcberg pub-
lished last month in Israel’s Eretz Acheret magazine. 

The Israeli presence in Berlin is palpable at nightclubs, artis-
tic venues and Jewish social gatherings, and in Jewish schools.

“You just hear Hebrew really often today, and it would have
been really exotic five years ago,” says Nirit Bialer, who works
on youth exchange programmes between Germany and Israel.

Five years ago, she says, “when I would tell people in Israel
that I live in Berlin, people would say: ‘You live in Berlin? With
those Nazis!?’ Now they say: ‘Oh, you’re living in Berlin? You are
so lucky. I wish I could go. My neighbour was there, my cousin
was there’.”

Compared to Tel Aviv, says Reinhold Robbe, president of the
German-Israel Society, Berlin is “just as hip and just as alterna-
tive and multicultural, and Israelis get very comfortable here”. 

Germany and Israel have had strong ties since West Germany
established diplomatic relations with the Jewish state in 1965.
But Germany’s postwar Jewish population remained below 
30 000 until the fall of the Soviet Union. Since 1990, more than 
200 000 Jews or members of Jewish families have immigrated to
Germany from the former Soviet Union.

In 2004, more former Soviet Jews immigrated to Germany
than to Israel - a fact that distressed the Israeli government,
which pressed Germany to establish stricter rules governing
who could immigrate to Germany. In recent years, Jewish immi-
gration to Germany from the former Soviet Union has dried up.
But the Israelis keep coming.

In the “Kol Berlin” studio, Russ talks to guests Hila Golan and
Ariel Nil Levy, an Israeli actor-producer couple whose show,
“Minute of Silence”, opens next week at Berlin’s Thikwa
Theatre. The show explores German and Israeli ways of con-
fronting the Holocaust, examining national identity in the topsy-
turvy world of Israelis in the land of the perpetrator.

“Israelis are not afraid to learn the German language anymore,”
Levy says. “The Goethe Institut courses in Tel Aviv are full.”

“Was it difficult to give up your identity?” Russ asks Levy, who
recently became a German citizen.

“Well, the ceremony was terrible,” Levy answers. “The mayor
said: ‘You now belong to a large family of 82 million’.”

“So you are not Israeli anymore?” Aviv asks.
“Well, you cannot give that up. I carry my Israeli identity with

me,” Levy says.
“My parents really miss me, but they really support me,”

Golan says after the broadcast. “For them, the answer is my
answer: They see the connection I have with Germany, and that
I am trying to change how we think about Germany. 

“But can I leave my Israeli identity? I don’t think so.” (JTA)

Aviv Russ hosts the radio programme “Kol Berlin” at the

Alex public access station. (PHOTOGRAPH TOBY AXELROD)

Israeli expats
flocking to Berlin
for the culture
and the passport
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

OREN PRESENTS ISRAEL'S PRIORITIES FOR TALKS

WASHINGTON - Israel's US
ambassador, Michael Oren, has
outlined for Jewish leaders his
country's list of priorities in fram-
ing peace talks with the
Palestinians.

Oren, speaking on June 30 in a
conference call, said Israel was
ready to accept President Barack
Obama's outline on May 19 of
renewed talks, based on the 1967
lines,with mutually agreed land
swaps, as long as it was framed by
what he called the "terms of refer-
ence": the recognition of Israel as a
Jewish state; no return of
Palestinian refugees; and a long-
term military presence for Israel
along the Jordan-West Bank bor-
der. Also, that an agreement would
end all claims.

He offered the terms after
describing the recent intensive
shuttle diplomacy aimed at
restarting direct talks, with nego-
tiators and US facilitators travel-

ling back and forth in recent weeks
between Washington, Jerusalem
and Ramallah.

During the call organised by the
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organisations,
Oren insisted that the terms were
not preconditions; Israel has
pushed back Palestinian demands
for a settlement freeze as an
unwarranted precondition.

Pressed by a questioner, howev-
er, Oren acknowledged that Israel's
demand that the Palestinian
Authority end reconciliation talks
with Hamas was a precondition.

Obama has called for an end to
all claims, recognition of Israel as
Jewish and for a non-militarised
Palestinian state. The issues of
refugees and Jerusalem should be
deferred until later, the president
has said.

The Palestinians have accepted
Obama's proposal in principle.
(JTA)

ANTI-ISRAEL PROTESTERS ARRESTED IN MELBOURNE

SYDNEY - Nineteen anti-Israel
protesters were arrested on July
2, following a clash with police in
downtown Melbourne.

Three police officers were
injured in the confrontation out-
side a Max Brenner chocolate
shop, the Herald Sun reported.

Sixteen of the activists were
charged for offences that included
assaulting police, riotous behav-
iour and trespassing, the paper
reported.

The downtown protest, organ-
ised by leftist groups, accused
Israel of "ongoing ethnic cleans-

ing" and targeted Max Brenner
because its Israeli parent compa-
ny, the Strauss Group, supports
the Israel Defence Forces, organ-
isers claimed.

Michael Danby, a Jewish law-
maker from the Labour Party,
accused the “prejudiced extrem-
ists” of hypocrisy.

"While 1 500 people are mur-
dered in Syria, they launch their
own sad little attack on a choco-
late shop because it also has
stores in Israel," Danby, who was
in Israel last week, was quoted as
saying. (JTA)

PETER FELDMAN

WITH THE deadline hav-
ing closed yesterday 
(7 July), a record number
of entries has so far been
received for the Absa
Jewish Achiever Awards.
The gala banquet takes
place in the Maroela Room,
Sandton Sun, on Thursday,
August 11. 

Howard Sackstein, a director of
the SA Jewish Report, says there
has been a huge response from the
public with more than 100 nomi-
nations having poured in over the
past weeks, making it “an
unprecedented occurrence” in the
history of the awards.

“I am delighted to report that
there has been an increase in all
categories,” Sackstein said, “with
past winners even sending in
nominations.” 

The prestigious, black-tie event,
which will be hosted by popular
entertainer Harry Sideropoulos,
is the highlight of the Jewish
social and business calendar.

The three business awards will
be judged by a strong panel
which works independently of
the SA Jewish Report. It is also
audited by an independent com-
pany.

The judges this year, who inter-
view all the candidates, comprise
Steven Blend, a renowned South
African and international entre-
preneur, Oscar Jacobsohn, rela-
tions executive at Absa Bank,
Geoff Rothschild, executive direc-

tor of the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange, and Dr (Deenadayalen)
Len Konar, a director of several
top companies. The convener is
financial executive Norman
Lowenthal, who has no voting
power.

They will meet on July 24 for
deliberation and their decision is
final and no correspondence will
be entered into. 

Previous winners of these
awards have included Brian Joffe
(Bidvest), Adrian Gore (Dis-
covery), Raymond Ackerman
(Pick n Pay), Gill Marcus (Reserve
Bank), Brett Levy (Blue Label),
Steven Joffe (Gold Reef City),
Philip Krawitz (Cape Union Mart),
William Kirsh (Primedia), Sean
Melnick (Peregrine), Abe and
Solly Krok (Krok brothers), John
Copelyn (HCI), Rael Levitt
(Auction Alliance), Arthur Gillis
(Protea Hotels), Phillip Tobias
(Paleoanthropologist), Ina Perl-
man (Operation Hunger), Johnny
Clegg (musician) and Pieter-Dirk
Uys (satirist). 

In the past the awards also 
honoured both former President

Nelson Mandela and Arch-
bishop Emeritus Desmond
Tutu for their contribu-
tions to South Africa.

Absa Bank is again spon-
soring the main “Business
Achiever of the Year
Award”, which goes to
nominees from both listed
and non-listed companies.

Johnnie Walker spon-
sors the Entrepreneur

Award which goes to a member
of the Jewish community who
owns a small or medium enter-
prise operating in South 
Africa with empowerment cre-
dentials.

SA Jewish Report honours peo-
ple from a broader community
with the Cyril Harris Humani-
tarian Award for people who
make a contribution to the econo-
my and community by improving
both the quality of life and the fab-
ric of society in general. 

The awards presented on the
night are:

The Helen Suzman Lifetime
Achievement Award

Business Person – Absa Listed
Company Award

Business Person – Absa
Unlisted Company Award

Business Person – Johnnie
Walker Entrepreneur Award 

The Community Service Award 
The Arts Science, Sports &

Culture Award
The Cyril Harris Humanitarian

Award – the recipient of this award
could come from either the Jewish
or non-Jewish community.

Pieter-Dirk Uys. Brian Joffe. Gill Marcus.

A bumper Jewish Achiever
evening in the offing
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Hannah Sachs with Joyce Pirrie and Shirley Meyerowitz visiting from Israel.

Rene Tobias, Keevan Gordon with Hilda and Frank Segal.

Lana Chatkin, Justin, Marsha née Gelvan, and Roy Beinart. Ellen Oppenheimer with Shirley Levin and Salome Greenhill.

Barbara Lang surveys the

event organised by her

husband, Herby.

Arlene, Barney and Leah Hurwitz. Some of the former Jewish residents at the Fordsburg/Mayfair reunion.

RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
JOE YUDELOWITZ

IT WAS a gloriously happy occa-
sion at the recent Fordsburg/
Mayfair reunion, when old
friends and neighbours met -
indicative of the fact that Jews
can never get far from their
roots.

The event held at Chabad
House in Savoy, Johannesburg,
was attended by some 180 former
Fordsburg and Mayfair resi-
dents. 

The reunion, which was organ-
ised by Herby Lang and Joe
Yudelowitz, raised many smiles
and there were also hugs and
tears of joy and surprise when
many people made contact with
each other at the morning tea.

For some, the last time they had
met friends and neighbours, had
been six years ago at the previous
Fordsburg/Mayfair reunion.

There were also many tears of
shock and sadness as news was
passed between those attending,
of the death or illness of former
residents.

There was also much sadness
when news was exchanged on the
many people who were not pres-
ent as they had, for various rea-
sons, left these shores. 

It was therefore a great sur-
prise when Shirley Meyerowitz
of the now closed, Shirley’s Deli,
arrived, causing a great stir as
she lives in Israel and was auspi-

ciously here at the “right” time
to visit her family.

In its heyday, the area was 90 per
cent Jewish, many of whom had
come from Der Heim, to find a bet-
ter life and escape the pogroms
and other hardships or had moved
“up” from Doornfontein and its
surrounds. 

Yiddish was the lingua franca.
There were several shuls and
cheders serving the community –
with rabbis, reverends, teachers,
as well as Jewish bookshops,
delis, butcheries and every con-
ceivable thing Jewish - as well as
butter called Dove’s Butter.

A former pupil of the Mayfair
Cheder spoke of having a teacher
called Mr Dove (who had nothing
to do with the Dove’s butter fac-
tory).

He recalled two events from his
childhood. The first was when
the two were having a discus-
sion/altercation. He said he had
told Mr Dove “...and I don’t like
your butter either”. There was no
reaction from Mr Dove to this
comment, probably because he
didn’t understand the reference
to Dove’s Butter!

The second time was when Mr
Dove was in the process of teach-
ing him his barmitzvah portion.
When he and his family moved to
Observatory, they found out from
their new rabbi that he had in
fact been learning the wrong por-
tion with Mr Dove – and he had to
restart the entire process from
scratch!

Joy and also
sadness as old
friends meet

Entha Zagnoev, the daugh-

ter-in-law of Mayfair’s

Reverend “Ziggy” Zagnoev,

enjoying the event.

Chazzan Louis Rimer with his son Jonathan and

wife Pearl.

Sam Aarons, whose parents owned the plet-

zlach factory in Mayfair, with Herby Lang.
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OCHBERG ORPHANS COME TO
CAPE TOWN

The president of Orangia, the Jewish
Orphanage, Isaac Ochberg, made contact
with the offices of The Federation of
Ukrainian Jews in London and they prom-
ised to give him every assistance when he set
off to Eastern Europe to collect and bring
back to South Africa 200 Jewish war and
pogrom orphans, in March 1921.

The plan was not met with universal
agreement in South Africa itself. The South
African Jewish Chronicle wrote: “It would be
ridiculous to bring these children out to this
country, apart from the question of them los-
ing their Judaism here, there is no doubt that
we have enough Jewish children in South
Africa. 

“There is the other aspect to be considered;
the question of how the Christian population
among whom we reside will view the matter.
Will they be quiet while we are flooding
South Africa with thousands of boys and
girls from Eastern Europe? I think no.”

In London The Federation of Ukrainian
Jews prepared papers for Ochberg to go to
Eastern Europe where chaos still reigned
after the destruction and devastation of the

war, famine and ‘flu epidemic. 
He was also helped by Fridtjof Nansen, the

Norwegian-born North Pole explorer, who
was heavily involved in bringing famine
relief to war-torn Russia.   

In Eastern Europe, Ochberg travelled to
shuls, makeshift orphan homes and shelters,
looking for abandoned Jewish children. 

Ochberg ignored General Jannie Smuts’
conditions about full orphans or breaking up
siblings or leaving behind disabled children.
He took the first 200 or so that he could col-
lect.

Then there were tremendous difficulties to
obtain the necessary travel permits, tickets
and chartering a boat. But he managed to
organise this and took the children to
London where they stayed for a while at “The
Shelter for Jewish Poor” in London’s East
End. 

The children left on the Union-Castle
Company’s “Edinburgh Castle” in Septem-
ber 1921. However, 13 refused to go to Africa,
afraid that they would be sold as slaves or
eaten by lions. 

When the boat arrived in Cape Town, it
seemed that the entire Jewish community
was at the dockside to welcome them. It was
tumultuous. They gave the children toys and
sweets and fruit.

Hundred children remained at Orangia
and 87 were sent to Johannesburg. The SA
Jewish Board of Deputies bought “Arcadia”
in Parktown from Sir Lionel and Flo Phillips.
Sir Lionel was an extremely wealthy
Randlord but they were  relocating to Cape
Town.

WIRELESS TO THE NEW YORK
TIMES 

Cape Town, South Africa, December 15,
1936

LEFT FUND TO AID POOR JEWS

Isaac Ochberg, philanthropist, who died on
Saturday, left among considerable charita-
ble bequests, £25 000 (sterling) for the estab-
lishment of a fund to settle poor Jews in
Palestine; £10 000 to found scholarships in
the Hebrew University at Jerusalem; 
£10 000 as a trust fund to provide dowries
and wedding gifts for Jewish girls from
Poland and £3 000 for playgrounds for
Coloured children in Cape Town.   

DEDICATION OF OCHBERG MEMO-
RIALS IN ISRAEL

David Solly Sandler, sent us this informa-
tion:

The Inauguration of the Isaac Ochberg
Heritage Centre at Kibbutz Dalia and the
stone-setting ceremony of the JNF
Ochberg Memorial Site, featuring the
rededication of the original monument
(five km from Kibbutz Dalia) are planned in
Israel on July 19 and 20 this year, starting
at 16:00 on the 19th.

Sandler e-mailed: “If you have not been
contacted by Bennie direct, please make
contact with him on Ochbergs Orphans
ochbergsorphans@gmail.com”

ELIZABETH TAYLOR 1932 - 2011

The Zionist Organisation of America (ZOA)
mourned the recent passing of the leg-
endary actress and ardent Zionist, Elizabeth
Taylor who was converted to Judaism by
Rabbi Max Nussbaum, who served as
national president of the ZOA from 1964
–‘66.

Among Elizabeth Taylor’s outstanding
work on behalf of Israel and Jewish causes,
was her participating in raising $840 000 for
Israel in a 1967 London gala and personally
purchasing $100 000 in Israel Bonds in1959. 

She cancelled a visit to the Soviet Union
after Moscow lashed out at Israel after The
Six Day War. She signed a statement con-
demning the United Nations General
Assembly’s infamous “Zionism is Racism”
resolution.

There are many other instances of
Taylor’s standing up for Israel against vilifi-
cation and boycotts. ZOA National President
Morton A Klein said: “In the days of vicious
Arab boycotts, she could have take a a self-
interested line, as have many Jewish actors
today and failed to speak up or support
Israel or worse, engaged in anti-Israel slan-
ders and other activities that harm Israel
and aid its enemies, but she did not.” 

Her rabbi was Rabbi Max Nussbaum of
Temple Israel, Hollywood. Members of this
shul have been Al Jolson, Sammy Davis Jnr,
Eddie Fisher, Eddie Cantor, George Jessel
and Leonard Nimroy, among other Holly-
wood celebrities.

Sent in by Rollo Berman. 

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

LUBAVITCHERS MARK REBBE'S

ARRIVAL IN THE US

NEW YORK - Thousands of Chabad-
Lubavitch camps, schools and syna-
gogues, marked 70 years since Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson and
his wife arrived in the United States
from Nazi-occupied France.

The seventh Lubavitcher rebbe, who
died in 1994 and who has been without
a successor, arrived in the United
States with his wife, Chaya Mushka,
on the 28th day of the Jewish month of
Sivan, which fell this year on June 30.

Many Chabad-Lubavitch emissaries
around the world pledged new resolu-
tions for the coming year around the
number 70, for example attracting 70
new children to their religious
schools and opening 70 new
Lubavitch-Chabad institutions in the
United States. (JTA)

ROBYN SASSEN
PHOTOGRAPH BY JONATHAN HERRING

IN RECOGNITION of his contribution to
the advancement of Jewish education in his
community, Rabbi Craig Kacev, head of the
SA Board of Jewish Education and Rabbi at
West Street Shul, was awarded the Max M
Fisher Prize for Jewish Education in the
Diaspora for 2011, at the Inbal Hotel in
Jerusalem, late last month. 

The prize in this truly international
event has been awarded annually since

1999, by the Jewish Agency-affiliated
Pincus Fund for Jewish Education in the
Diaspora. 

Andy Groveman, chairman of the Pincus
Fund and Natan Sharansky, Chairman of
the Executive of the Jewish Agency, pre-
sented the Max Fisher Prize to Rabbi Kacev
and Rabbi Jacob Biderman of Vienna. 

This proudly South African ceremony
was attended by a number of former-South
Africans living in Israel, as well as a few
King David teachers who were also in
Jerusalem at the time. 

Rabbi Craig Kacev; Rabbi Jacob Bederman; Natan Sharansky; and Andy Groveman.

Kacev honoured for advancement
of Jewish education in Diaspora
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STAFF REPORTER

THE PAIN felt by families left behind when
their loved ones emigrate, is often disregard-
ed. When families emigrate, there is a lot of
focus on those leaving. Yet, very little
thought is given to those left behind.

This was pointed out by Prof Maria
Marchetti-Mercer when she spoke at the
Union of Jewish Women recently on the
Impact of emigration on South African fam-
ily life. She had conducted a study of 10 fam-
ilies who emigrated.

Emigration happened globally, she
explained, but since post-1994, there had
been a specific trend in this phenomenon
because of the changing situation in the
country. People were leaving because of the
politics, crime, violence and (lack of) job

opportunities.
Many left after they completed their terti-

ary education, leading to the well-known
brain drain phenomenon. The “Home-
coming Revolution” was started to try to
bring some families who had left, back.

“But the reality is that many people have
left and many South African families and
relationships have been deeply affected.”

Marchetti-Mercer says a lot has been writ-
ten about emigration, but little is said about
those who are left behind.

“They suffer equally - the same loss.
There is also a lot of focus on the political
and economic reasons for emigration, but
not much is said about the psychological
motivation to leave,” she said.

Marchetti-Mercer studied families from
various cultural, social and economic back-

grounds, including English, Afrikaans and
Zulu ones. They were mostly professionals
between the ages of 30 and 40 and had
young, pre-high school children. They were
going to New Zealand, Canada, the US and
the UK.

“It is difficult to generalise why families
leave. Each situation was different. They
mainly chose to leave before their children
went to high school. Their reasons were var-
ied; some because of crime, politics, better
opportunities for their children, the fact
they felt they were not valued here, feelings
that they could lead safer, less stressful,
healthier, outdoor lives, with their children
being able to play in streets and get a good
education in public schools,” she said.

Decisions were usually made by the adults
and the children were only involved at a

later stage. Extended family members were
involved only after the decision is made.
Some decided it was permanent, some left
the door open, she said.

The difference in career opportunities for
the spouses or partners in the new country,
could put a strain on their relationship and
could (even) lead to the end of a marriage.

“The impact of emigration on those left
behind is far-reaching, resulting in shock,
anger and disbelief. Parents are generally
supportive, peers less so. 

“There was anger, resulting in those left
behind, questioning their own future in this
country. There was anger among their peers,
asking themselves whether they should go
or stay. It puts people at loggerheads - those
leaving, use the negatives of South Africa
and this makes those staying behind ask
themselves questions, whether they are bad
parents if they stay,” she said.

Those staying behind feel they were not
included in the decision to emigrate. There is
mixed reaction from family and friends.
Friends think it is not their place to com-
ment. Parents are ambivalent and feel and
sense extreme loss. They feel the pain, but
feel the need to support the family which is
leaving, she said.

Those left behind feel that people leaving
didn’t acknowledge the loss of their friends -
they were too busy with their plans. Their
friends felt they would be replaced with new
friends. Parents were more secure in their
feelings.

The loss of grandparents, who are a very
important part of the family, is also under-
played. 

The family leaving and those left behind,
lost out on important family events. Friends
were angry, but had to look happy. They had
no voice, and often feel disempowered, she
said.

The emotional impact on families is a huge
sense of loss, which can be compared with
death.

Another problem is that the family which
is leaving, is so stressed that they have no
emotional energy to think about those they
are leaving behind.

“People think it is easy for the children,
but it is not and can impact deeply on small
children and especially on adolescents. The
physical packing is also hard, especially
when choosing what or what not to leave
behind,” she said.

There is a physical process of disengage-
ment. There is a sense of excitement, but
anxiety. The process of saying goodbye to
work, family and friends and grandparents,
is hard.

“Yes, there is Skype, but it is difficult for
older people, who are left feeling abandoned.
Leaving pets behind is another loss, as is the
loss of domestic help,” she said.

Internet and Skype are good communica-
tion tools, but can be frustrating and alienat-
ing. It is not an intimate way of communica-
tion.

“Many fail to say goodbye properly. There
are promises of artificial, long-distance rela-
tionships.”

Planned visits are very difficult, especially
for old people. If there is pressure to visit,
this could result in resentment.

Farewells and goodbyes became a ritual.
There were parties, but it was a sad occasion,
more like a funeral, she said.

One can’t be South African without
thinking about emigration; It is part of
South African life, emphasises Marchetti-
Mecer. It is a process of a long and selfish
decision with no consideration for parents
and family.

“It is important to prepare the whole fami-
ly as well as friends and to acknowledge that
emigration is a process of loss. It is the end of
a relationship as we know it,” she said.

“The ideal outcome is living with two
hearts rather than have a broken heart.”

Emigration as painful for those left behind
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NICCI RAZ

THIS YEAR New York is the destination for
the ORT SA marathon runners. Nicci Raz,
ORT SA fundraiser, has put together anoth-
er team of dedicated people who will run to
raise funds for the organisation. 

Some are seasoned runners, while others
are running for the first time, but, all will
cross the finish line with one goal in mind:
raising funds to ensure the continuity of the
amazing projects that ORT JET offers the
Jewish business community. 

The 17 strong team will be heading out to
New York in November to run the 42,2km
marathon which is said to be one of the most
incredible fundraising events in the world. 

“Taking on the huge commitment to run
the New York Marathon is part of my mis-
sion to raise awareness as to what ORT JET
has achieved and continues to achieve
through various community projects,” says
Rowan Swartz who has never run before, but

is taking on the challenge this year .
The runners have not only donated to the

cause personally, but they are footing all
their own travel costs to run the race on
behalf of ORT SA .

“I am very excited to once again have the
privilege of running with such amazing
people, fundraising is challenging in
today’s economic climate so projects like
this make the experience exciting and tan-
gible for potential sponsors and donors,“
says Raz 

The money raised by the New York
Marathon campaign will be used fund skills
and development projects for the Jewish
business community. 

With five months to go, the team have
kicked off their training , often waking up as
early as 05:00 to complete the required
mileage .

• For more information, contact Nicci
Raz on nicci@ortjet.org.za, phone (011)
728-7154 or visit www.ortjet.org.za

ORT SA Marathon team
ready for the Big Apple

ROBYN SASSEN

FINANCIAL expert Steven
Blend, 54, is moved to tears about
a five-day bike ride he did in
Israel two years ago. He’s so
moved, he’s going again. 

But this time, he hopes to bring
along at least a minyan of South
African cyclists. Mooted Wheels
of Love, this was clearly no ordi-
nary bike ride; it’s dedicated to
the children of the Alyn Hospital
in Jerusalem.

Founded in 1932, Alyn had a
paediatric focus in the 1940s and
1950s, at the time of Israel’s polio
epidemic. The Health Ministry
housed it in a monastery, which
it outgrew. 

By 1971, and with the generosi-
ty of private sponsors, it blos-
somed into the Alyn Woldenberg
Family Hospital in Kiryat Yovel,
Jerusalem. It treats trauma and injuries
from terror attacks as well as accidents and
diseases, in children, regardless of race, and
is scientifically at the forefront of paediatric
rehabilitation. It remains privately funded. 

“When you think about what this ride is
about, everything becomes secondary,”
Blend, a judge of the Jewish Achiever
Awards, explained. “Recreational cycling in
Israel is dangerous because of the traffic,
but this ride is carefully monitored. Roads
are closed, security is flawless and cyclists
are accompanied by a police escort. It’s all
handled with military precision.”

The idea was coined in 1997 by Geoffrey
Freeman, a British oleh. A seasoned cyclist,
he recognised the need for the children of
Alyn. Three years later, he was joined by
nine cyclists, and collaboratively in 2000
raised $65 000. 

The project has grown: last year, 700 par-
ticipants from all over the world raised $2,3
million.

Johanneburg-born Blend was introduced
to Wheels of Love by its project manager,
Erez Ezrachi. 

“I visit Israel often to see my sister-in-law.
A group of young Israelis came to South
Africa to ride the Argus in 2008 and estab-
lished a connection with my family via my

oldest son. 
“I re-established contact with them when

next I was in Israel. It was September. I was
in time to take part in the Beit Shemesh
cycle challenge. I met Erez there. He told me
about Wheels of Love, and my presence
there as the only South African resident
earned me recognition.” 

“The last day of the race is the most diffi-
cult of all,” says Blend, who has cycled all
over Europe, the United States and the UK.

“It’s all uphill, but then when you summit
the hill, all the children at Alyn are lined
along both sides of the road, to welcome you,
and everything slips into perspective.
They’re really ill children, I wish I could do
more for them.

“The ride is on three levels: the challenge
group, who put their heads down and ride;
the majority who take in the magnificent
landscape as they go; and a touring group,
who mainly travel in a bus.

“I have two passions in life,” he says,
“Israel and cycling. Wheels of Love has been
the most marvellous way for me to enjoy
both of them, and to give back.” 

• Early registration for the 12th Annual
Wheels of Love Bike Ride, November 6 - 10,
applies until July 31. See www.alynride.org
or contact Steven: 082-445-3528. 

Presentation

of medals to

the Wheels of

Love riders,

by the chil-

dren of Alyn

Hospital in

Jerusalem.
PHOTOGRAPH

BY HAGAI

SHMUELI

Steven Blend with his wife, Zoe, en route to the race.
(PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED)

Through wheels, spread
some love to Alyn kids
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

MOST PEOPLE have forgotten the incident in
2009 when the Human Rights Commission found
(then) International Relations Spokesman of
Cosatu, Bongani Masuku, guilty of hate speech
for his threatening and disparaging public state-
ments regarding Israel and those
“Zionists...whether...at Wits or Orange Grove” –
code words for South African Jewry, which is
strongly pro-Israel. 

The HRC gave him 14 days to apologise. He
never did, but nothing was done about it.

Masuku’s name came up in the UK this week
in a letter from well-known British lawyer
Anthony Julius to the University College Union
(UCU), which represents some 120 000 universi-
ty lecturers and academics. 

Julius was acting for Ronnie Fraser, a Jewish
academic initiating legal proceedings against
the UCU. Fraser accused it of anti-Semitism and
adopting policies that “violate his dignity”, and
“create a degrading, humiliating and offensive
environment”. See the story on page 4. 

Julius’ letter lists institutional anti-Semitic
acts, including inviting Masuku in 2009 to speak
to its members after the HRC had found him
guilty of hate speech against Israel and Jews. 

A boycott campaign against Israeli academia
began in British academia in the UCU’s prede-
cessor unions, AUT and Natfhe, after the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process collapsed. The AUT
Congress adopted, by the year 2005, motions to
boycott Haifa and Bar-Ilan Universities. Thou-
sands of members were dismayed by this, how-
ever, and at a recall conference the boycott
movement was defeated. But over the years,
anti-Israel activists regained major influence.

Jewish academics say the boycott campaign is
anti-Semitic in effect, even if not in intent, and
that a political culture hostile to supporters of
Israel is created by singling out that country
alone for constant condemnation.

People calling this anti-Semitic are accused of
playing this card in bad faith to delegitimise crit-
icism of Israel. Boycott opponents are labelled
“apologists” for alleged Israeli human rights
abuses and Zionists are branded supporters of
oppression and apartheid.

Dr David Hirsh, who helped defeat the UK
boycott resolution against Israeli academia in
2009, puts it thus: “Jews are bullied by repeated
accusations that they are liars who play the anti-
Semitism card in order to help Israel brutally
oppress the Palestinians.”

South Africa has traditionally not had serious
anti Semitism. For example, Jews have always
felt and continue to feel free and safe wearing
kippot in public, which is not the case in certain
other countries. Furthermore, Israel supporters
have voiced their views publicly without fear.
Traditionally, our universities have faithfully
reflected this ethos. 

Questions are beginning to arise, however,
whether this is changing - whether some cam-
puses are becoming places where Jewish or pro-
Israel students are experiencing significant
antagonism; where they are afraid to speak up
for Israel - or even afraid not to denounce it, lest
they be accused of silently supporting it.

Three recent incidents on the Wits campus
during Israel Apartheid week in March were
mentioned in a talk by University of
Johannesburg sociology lecturer Elli Kriel,
where kippah-wearing students were accosted
and asked if they supported Israel. When they
replied in the affirmative, abusive language was
hurled at them. Is this merely a random event,
part of robust political debate among hotheaded
young students? Or a pattern?

Kriel says that on the UJ campus, the recent
decision by the senate to sever formal ties with
Israel’s Ben-Gurion University (BGU) - essentially
a “boycott”, even if UJ won’t call it that - is begin-
ning to strengthen a political culture in which new
Jewish students feel unsure as to whether there is
a place for them at the university. 

It would be a sad day if our university cam-
puses became hostile territory for Jews, or for
those who won’t denounce Israel. Members of
the UJ senate who voted to sever those ties with
BGU would probably vehemently assert that
they harbour no enmity towards Jews, only
towards Israel. 

Yet, as the university’s highest policy-making
body, they should be discussing whether their
campus is becoming, for Jews, intimidating ter-
ritory. And if so, what they must do to turn this
around.

SA universities: friendly
or hostile places?

MARCY OSTER 
JERUSALEM

ON THE face of it, the so-called Gaza
Freedom Flotilla seemed to be a bust.

Greek authorities blocked most of the
boats from setting sail for the Gaza Strip,
and others experienced propeller problems
that rendered them unseaworthy. On
Tuesday, a small pleasure boat with eight
passengers aboard became the first vessel
in the planned flotilla to elude the Greek
coast guard en route to Gaza.

But if the true aim was to achieve a pub-
lic relations victory rather than to deliver
aid to Gaza - as Israeli authorities charged
and flotilla participants themselves
acknowledged - then the thousands of news
reports about the flotilla’s plans, problems
and participants succeeded by at least one
measure: getting attention.

“Given the tremendous obstacles placed
in the way of the flotilla, we should not for
a moment think this work has been in vain.
Just the opposite,” Leslie Cagan, co-ordina-
tor of the US boat to Gaza, wrote this week
on the US to Gaza website. 

“We have called greater attention to the
urgent need to end the Israeli blockade and
siege of Gaza, as well as the overall occupa-
tion of the Palestinian Territories.”

Revelling in the attention, pro-
Palestinian activists talked to reporters
about their next publicity stunt: a planned
“fly-in” to Ben-Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv
beginning today (Friday) to protest Israeli
policies vis-à-vis the Palestinians. 

Hoping to disrupt airport operations, the
activists reportedly are planning to declare
“Palestine” as their destination upon land-
ing in Israel; they have said they would
stage demonstrations if denied entry.

This year’s flotilla was organised to mark
the anniversary of last year’s flotilla to
Gaza, which set sail from Turkey before
being stopped by the Israeli Navy on May
31, 2010. When one of the vessels refused to
heed Israeli warnings to desist, IDF com-
mandos stormed the boat, the Mavi
Marmara, and nine Turkish passengers
were killed amid the fighting. The incident
prompted an international outcry and sent
Turkish-Israeli relations to a nadir.

The 2011 flotilla came on the heels of an
announcement by Israel that it would allow
building materials into Gaza for 1 200
homes and 18 schools. Adam Shapiro, an
organiser of the so-called Free Gaza
Movement, said the announcement was a
sign that the flotilla had resulted in real
gains.

He attributed the change to “flotilla pres-
sure”.

“Even this year, the concrete results of

the flotilla are evident,” Shapiro wrote in
a column in Gulf News, a news outlet in
the United Arab Emirates.

Israel did not offer a reason for the tim-
ing of the decision, but said the construc-
tion material was for specific projects. An
official with the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency, which is overseeing
the projects, said the announcement on
the building material came after much
negotiation.

Last Sunday, organisers of the flotilla
rejected an offer by Greece to deliver aid
to Gaza from the ships stuck in Greek
harbours via either Egypt or Israel.

Many pro-Israel supporters praised
Greece for its handling of this year’s
flotilla, including American Jewish
groups.

After delays from a countrywide strike
and intensive port inspections, the Greek
government on July 1 banned all ships
bound for Gaza from leaving its ports. 

John Klusmire, the captain of one of
the ships, the Audacity of Hope, tried to
leave port last week but was arrested on
charges of setting sail without permis-
sion and endangering the lives of passen-
gers. On Tuesday, a Greek court freed
him and dropped the charges.

Greece’s approach to the flotilla was
held up as a sign of the renewed friend-
ship between Greece and Israel. Israel
has been cultivating a closer relationship
with Greece, particularly as Israel’s rela-
tionship with Turkey - a longtime rival of
Greece - has faltered.

In the year since last year’s flotilla fias-
co, Greek Prime Minister George
Papandreou and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu have exchanged
visits, and Israel has offered military
assistance to Greece. Last week the two
countries completed a joint military exer-
cise.

If any ships were to get past Greek
authorities, Israel’s Cabinet issued an
order for the Israel Defence Forces to pre-
vent any boats from reaching Gaza.

Israel says the flotilla is illegal and that
military action to keep ships from arriv-
ing in Gaza is legitimate. Its partial block-
ade of Gaza is necessary, Israel says, to
keep weapons from flowing into the strip,
which is controlled by the terrorist group
Hamas. 

The blockade of Gaza is designed as
well to maintain pressure on Hamas to
release Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, who
was taken captive in an attack five years
ago and is believed to be in Gaza.

The blockade has eased significantly
since last year’s flotilla incident, when
Israel came under heavy international

pressure to loosen the embargo.
Hamas last week called on the

European Union and human rights
organisations to pressure the Greek gov-
ernment to allow the ships to sail. On
Tuesday, activists from the Spanish-spon-
sored boat in the flotilla, reportedly occu-
pied the Spanish embassy in Athens after
meeting with their ambassador to peti-
tion the Spanish government to pressure
the Greeks to allow them to sail.

Meanwhile, Greek officials are working
to learn the identity of the captain of a
ship that slipped past Greek authorities
near Crete for a few minutes before being
intercepted by the Greek coast guard. The
50 passengers aboard the ship reportedly
said they were the captain when ques-
tioned by port officials.

Two of the flotilla ships were victims of
what flotilla organisers called deliberate
sabotage; the Irish-flagged Saoirse was
seriously damaged on June 28, and the
propeller of the Juliano, on which
Swedish, Norwegian and Greek activists
were scheduled to travel, was discovered.

Flotilla fails at sea, but it
succeeds on the airwaves

ISRAEL GEARS FOR A

PRO-PALESTINIAN FLY-IN 
AT THE Jewish Report going to press,
the Israeli government was putting con-
tingency plans in place to prevent provo-
cations at Ben-Gurion Airport near Tel
Aviv, as some 500 activists were expect-
ed to land in coming days.

The government was planning to send
back airline passengers identified as
activists who vowed to stage a massive
protest at the airport.

Hundreds of pro-Palestinian activists
from around the world, though mainly
from Europe, were expected to arrive at
Ben-Gurion. They say their aim is to
visit Bethlehem and also Palestinian vil-
lages where entry is restricted. 

The Palestinian news agency WAFA
reported that some 40 organisations had
confirmed their participation in the
Welcome to Palestine campaign to be
carried out between July 8 and 16. 

Israel’s Public Security Ministry said
all passengers would be checked in
advance for potential to cause provoca-
tions. Activists identified as such would
be personally escorted out of the planes.
Police planned to place officers on all
aircraft.

Airlines were preparing for the possi-
bility that dozens or perhaps hundreds
of European passengers would be
detained at the airport before deporta-
tion.

Greece prevented the

Audacity of Hope and

other flotilla ships from

leaving its ports in what

was seen as a sign of a

renewed friendship with

Israel. (USTOGAZA.ORG)


