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. L TR T @LT

% £ B
Y P

Jewish organisations all over the world quickly moved to distance themselves from the cosying up to Israel of Norwegian far-rightist, Anders Behring Breivik, accused of
mowing down at least 68 mainly young members of the ruling Labour Party on the island of Utoya and being complicit in a bomb attack at a government building in Oslo,
which left eight dead. Breivik has admitted the killings, but maintains it was necessary, to draw attention to the Islamisation of Europe - that he actually did it for Europe.
In a rambling 1 500 page manifesto he wrote in 2008, he approvingly talks of Israel’s role in preserving Western democracy. Pictured on July 25, are cards, candles and
flowers outside the Domkirke Cathedral in Oslo, serving as a memorial to the victims. (PHOTOGRAPH: ALEX WEISLER/JTA) PAGE 3, 10
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The ladder
of life

PARSHAT
MASSEI

Rabbi Michael Katz
Chabad of lllovo

JACOB OUR forefather had a dream. In it
there was a ladder which stood on the
ground and its top reached into the heav-
ens. The angels were ascending and
descending. A beautiful dream indeed.

But Jacob’s dream was far more than a
dream. It was a model of how we pray. As
we stand at the foot of the ladder each and
every day, we wake up and shake off the
shackles of sleep, and with each stage of
preparation we begin ascending the ladder
of prayer, step after step until we reach the
Shmoneh Esrai - the time within which we
can come “face-to-face” with the Al-mighty
and reach the pinnacle of the ladder for that
day.

But this is never enough. The climb may
be tough and the elevation great, but tomor-
row morning we need to start all over
again. Rung after rung, we need to leave
stage one and ascend to stage two, and from
there to stage three and so on until we reach
the top for that time and that day.

The Jewish people exiting Egypt, went
through 42 journeys, spelled out in this
week’s Parsha Massei. Each and every jour-
ney was an intrinsic part of the Exodus,
each one took them out of Egypt, or more
importantly, took Egypt out of them.

When they travelled from Ramses to
Succot, their first journey, they must have
been euphoric! They had just left Egypt and
they had arrived in redemption.

But not so, says the Torah. They had to
leave there too and travel to the next stage.
They may have felt that they had arrived,
but they had not arrived in redemption,
until they crossed the Jordan and had their
feet firmly planted in Israel.

Of course, the Egyptian model and of
course the prayer model, are blueprints for
how we are to live our lives, every day.

We too can work hard and find that we
reach a plateau. We can start to feel compla-
cent, feeling that we have reached the pin-
nacle of spiritual success and accomplish-
ment. We can feel that there is no more need
of growth and of progress.

No, warns the Torah. Judaism never
allows for complacency. We can never rest
on our laurels. We need to continually move
forward and climb the spiritual ladder until
we reach the pinnacle of our lives - a time
when all will dwell together in peace and
Moshiach will arrive.

Until that time, we need to reflect on our
own personal journeys. We are nothing if
we are not growing. We are nowhere if we
are not climbing. We have nothing if we are
not continually driven to reach higher and
higher.

Shabbat shalom.

Umbhlanga ]ewi Centre
development is on schedule

LAUREN SHAPIRO
DURBAN

THE EXCITING Jewish Centre in Umhlanga,
just north of Durban, is well underway.

Rabbi Dr Pinchas Zekry, senior rabbi of the
Great Synagogue of the Durban United
Hebrew Congregation, is the driving force
behind this ambitious and innovative project.

“This development is totally unique in South
Africa,” he noted. “Nowhere else in the coun-
try do you have one complex combining every
aspect of Jewish life, from the religious to the
educational, social and communal.”

Set amongst rolling hills of sugarcane and
breathtaking beaches, two kilometres from
Gateway Theatre of Shopping and just a 15
minute drive from King Shaka International
Airport, the new development promises to pro-
vide a secure home and magnificent Jewish
lifestyle in an environment of unparalleled
natural beauty.

Since the laying of the foundation stone in a
ceremony in February, construction and plan-
ning have been running at full tilt. The entire
development, set on a 21 000 square metre
property, is on schedule for completion by the
end of November this year.

The first storey, which will house an audito-
rium, a library and gym, has been fully con-
structed and the second storey, comprising a
300-seater shul, a mikvah, a functions hall with
both milk and meat kitchens and a scenic
verandah, is currently being completed.

Construction of the 11-classroom school is
also well underway. By the start of school next
year, seven classrooms (many equipped with
smart-boards) and a state-of-the-art media cen-
tre, will be ready.

Umhlanga Jewish Day School (UJDS), which
is set to open in January 2012, will cater for
children from playschool level up to grade four,
and will grow year by year to grade seven.

An arrangement has been made with the
nearby Umbhlanga College to offer older Jewish
learners there access to UJDS Hebrew and
Jewish studies in a dedicated classroom.

At an information evening on June 22, the
community was introduced to UJDS Chairman
Gaynor Lazarus, as well as head of Judaica,

Robert Sussman. The appointments of the
principal and staff are nearly finalised, and
will be announced once they have given the
requisite notice for their current positions.

Lazarus is passionate about Jewish educa-
tion: “I believe that all Jewish children who
would like a Jewish education, deserve to have
one.” She believes that the Umhlanga Jewish
day school will “provide a nurturing learning
experience that treats each individual as a
unique person capable of achieving their full
potential. We strive to provide a leading secu-
lar and Judaic education, while kindling with-
in each individual a passion for lifelong learn-
ing.”

In additional to the school, a community kol-
lel is being built to cater for adults. This is a
first for Durban.

The kollel will provide a combination of
Torah learning and reaching out into the com-
munity. “In addition to offering one-on-one
chavruta-style learning opportunities to com-
munity members, the kollel members will also
be giving shiurim and even teaching in the new
Jewish day school,” says Robert Sussman, the
kollel’s executive director.

The women’s division of the kollel - powered
by Robert’s wife Noa - promises to add a dimen-
sion of hospitality and family-focused learn-
ing.

In addition to the Sussmans, the kollel will
become a new home for Rabbi Jarrod and
Rebbetzen Sorah Garber, Mark and Nicki
Friedman, Daniel and Amy Burke, and Ariel
and Ronit Garber.

“It’s about more than just the learning,”
commented Sussman. “It’s about connecting
with the community, building lasting relation-
ships, and helping community members to
connect with each other.”

The Umhlanga Jewish Development is
backed by the Hatikvah Trust, chaired by
Rabbi Zekry.

“In choosing the name Hatikvah - the hope -
we expressed our hope and vision for a strong
Jewish community,” Rabbi Zekry explained.
“Baruch Hashem, this hope is now becoming a
reality.”

« For more information contact (031) 201-5177
or e-mail izingal8@iafrica.com
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Sensational home: lounge, dining room, study, new

kitchen, 2 large beds, 2 mod baths, garden, security,

garage, stunning staff accom or cottage and much
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Norway Kkiller espoused
right-wing philosophy

TOBY AXELROD
BERLIN

THE CONFESSED perpetrator in
the attack in Norway that Kkilled at
least 76 people, espoused a right-
wing philosophy against Islam that
also purports to be pro-Zionist.

Anders Behring Breivik is charg-
ed with detonating a car bomb out-
side Oslo’s government headquar-
ters, which houses the office of
Norwegian Prime Minister Jens
Stoltenberg, that Killed eight people
and of shooting and Killing at least
68 mostly young people at a political
summer camp on Utoya Island.

The July 22 massacre reportedly
has been the worst attack in Norway
since the end of the Second World
War.

In numerous online postings,
including a manifesto published on
the day of the attacks, Breivik pro-
moted the Vienna School or
Crusader Nationalism philosophy, a
mishmash of anti-modern princi-
ples that also calls for “the deporta-
tion of all Muslims from Europe” as
well as from “the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip”.

According to the manifesto, titled
“2083: A European Declaration of
Independence” and published under
the pseudonym Andrew Berwick,
the Vienna School supports “pro-
Zionism/Israeli nationalism”.

Breivik listed numerous Euro-
pean Freedom Parties and neo-Nazi
parties as potential allies because of
their anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim
stance, and mentioned that right-
wing populists like Dutch politician
Geert Wilders “have to condemn us
at this point, which is fine. It is after
all essential that they protect their
reputational shields”.

Among the potential allies he list-
ed for Germany were the three
largest neo-Nazi parties - the
National Democratic Party, Deut-
sche Volksunion and Republikaner.
In the Netherlands, Wilders’ Free-
dom Party topped the list, and the
British National Party topped a long
list of potential supporters in the
United Kingdom.

European right-populist parties
increasingly have been waving the
flag of friendship with Israel, as well
as expressing vehement opposition
to Europe’s multicultural society.

Last month, after it emerged that
German-Swedish far-right politician
Patrik Brinkmann had met in Berlin
with Israeli Likud Party lawmaker
Ayoub Kara, who is deputy minister

A mn lighting a memorial candle outside Domkire Cathedral

el

in Oslo for the July 22 attack victims in Norway. (PHOTOGRAPH: ALEX

WEISLER ON BEHALF OF JTA)

for development of the Negev and
Galilee, Israeli Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman wrote to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
demanding that Kara be prevented
from making further trips abroad.

According to Ynet, Lieberman
accused Kara of meeting with neo-
Nazis and causing damage to Israel’s
image. Brinkman said he had
reached out to Israeli rightists hop-
ing to build a coalition against Islam.

In postings on the website
Document.no that appear to be by
Breivik, the poster pondered whe-
ther one could “accept the moderate
Nazis as long as they distance them-
selves” from the extermination of
the Jews.

The words of right-wing populist
politicians “are dangerous; it allows
them to radicalise,” Hajo Funke, an
expert on right-wing extremism in
Europe and the Holocaust at Touro
College Berlin and the Free
University Berlin, told JTA. “It is a
tactical viewpoint of the rising pop-
ulist right-wing to use this kind of
identification, or forced identifica-
tion with Israel, to be accepted.”

“They say: ‘Our enemies are not
any more the Jews... the real enemy
as you can see all over the world is
Islam, and not only Islam, but the
Islamic person.” This is the new,
great danger.”

Stephan Kramer, general secre-
tary of the Central Council of Jews
in Germany, told JTA that “in the
recent years we have witnessed the
phenomenon of radical rightists pro-
claiming their sympathy for Jews
and their support for Israel, also in
Germany”, adding: “In many cases,
it is clear that this is no more than a
PR manoeuvre to create an air of
respectability.

“Whatever ‘support’ for Israel An-

ders Behring Breivik may have had
in his abominable mind, it is not any
kind of support we want.”

One day after the attack, members
of Norway’s small Jewish communi-
ty gathered at the Synagogue of
Oslo to pray for the survivors.

“We also pray that the authorities
will be less naive on security issues
and threats,” businessman Erwin
Kohn, newly elected head of the 750-
member Jewish community, said
from Oslo.

Serge Cwajgenbaum, secretary
general of the European Jewish
Congress, in a call from France said
that Breivik “is not pro-Israel - he is
anti-Muslim. It is a national catas-
trophe,” he said.

Meanwhile, Israel on Saturday
night condemned the attacks in
Oslo. “Nothing at all can justify
such wanton violence, and we con-
demn this brutal action with the
utmost gravity,” the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement. “We
stand in solidarity with the people
and government of Norway in this
hour of trial, and trust Norwegian
authorities to bring to justice those
responsible for this heinous
crime.”

Israeli President Shimon Peres
called the king of Norway, Harald V,
to express condolences. “Your coun-
try is a symbol of peace and free-
dom. In Israel we followed the
events over the weekend in Norway
and the attack on innocent civilians
broke our hearts.”

Kohn noted that anti-Semitism in
the country remained a serious
problem. A recent study of 7 000
Norwegian teens showed that more
than half of youth of all back-
grounds, whether Christian or
Muslim, use the word “Jew” as an
expletive.” (JTA)

Habib insists there’s

no UJ ‘boycott’

ALISON GOLDBERG

IS THERE or is there not, a
boycott of Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev by
the University of Johan-
nesburg?

That was the question put
to UJ Professor Adam
Habib, deputy vice chancel-
lor of research and innova-

According to MyShtetl,
Habib is quoted saying
about the new research
agreement between UJ and
BGU that” it is not in viola-
tion of our Senate deci-
sion” in March (to sever
ties with BGU). “We do not
see this as an institutional
agreement,” but rather as
one between individual

tion. It followed an article Prof Adam researchers, Habib told
on the MyShtetl website Habib. MyShtetl.”
headed “Habib says no Habib tells the SA

institutional agreement and UJ
boycott stands” (July 21, 2011).
Habib told the SA Jewish Report
earlier (“Mixed reaction to ‘new’
UJ-BGU research agreement”, July
15, 2011): “Our Senate resolution,
which we abide by, says nothing
about boycotts, only about the laps-
ing of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)”.

Jewish Report that in his interview
with MyShtetl he “never used the
word ‘boycott’. This is why I think it
is in brackets. It is Ant’s (Ant Katz,
the publisher of MyShtetl’s) inter-
pretation of what I said - not the
words I used.

“My original statement to you
(the SA Jewish Report) stands. ‘Yes,
we have signed a research contract

of BGU

and it is in line with the Senate deci-
sion. The Senate let the institution-
al MoU lapse, but it explicitly said
that individual academics can pur-
sue research collaborations with
whoever they want.

“‘This research contract cap-
tures one such collaboration, and is
mandatory by law. There is a differ-
ence between an institutional MoU
and a research contract. Our
Senate allows the latter, but not the
former.

“‘Our Senate said nothing about
a boycott. Individuals in our Senate
may have voted in favour of letting
the MoU lapse because of support
for a boycott position, but others
may have done so for other reasons
as well.

“‘What we promised in our
Senate meeting was to respect the
right of individual academics to
undertake research with whomev-
er they would like and to create the
enabling conditions for such sci-
ence to happen. This has now hap-
pened with the signing of this con-
tract.””

Ant Katz could not be reached for
comment before going to press.
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Sandton Sun Hotel

Address b

y

The Honourable
Deputy President

Mr Kgalema Motlanth
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Address by
Michael Schneider
Secretary General Emeritus
of the World Jewish Congress

Presentation of

The SA/BD Human Rights Award

to the family of
Arthur Goldreich

Please book online at jewishsa.co.za
alternatively please email jenni@beyachad.co.za

or call Jenni on 011 645 2521
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Finding the right tenant
shouldn’t be like fmdmg a
needleina... |

Just Letting is South Africa’s largest
rental and management specialist,
offering unbeatable landlord services.

Tel: 011 483 1265
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LETTING

PROPERTY RENTAL AND MANAGEMENT

OMNLINE NATIDNWIDE

www.justletting.co.za

Mandela’s old friend, Nat
Bregman, passes on, age 38

DAVID SAKS

ANDRER OF
ANDREA'S ATTIC

‘= 083-71600-482

BUYS FOR CASH

JEWELLERY: Gold, silver, costume (BEST PRICES PAID)
FURNITURE: Antique, old, second-hand and new

PAINTINGS: South African artists, (Masters) and
other good pieces.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES:
SILVER: Hallmarked silver, silver plate and EPNS,
(cutlery, bowls etc)

GOOD CHINA & PORCELAIN: Royal Doulton,
Moorcroft, Royal Albert, etc

HOUSEHOLD & OFFICE GOODS: Fridges, TVs, etc

WE COME T0 YOU.
NO HIDDEN COSTS. NO COMMISSION.

NO CARTAGE CHARGED. JUST CASH 4 YOU.

Waverley 17c¢ Knox Street

Offers from R5 800 000

with fireplace, study and guest suite.

quarters and 3 garages.

Sonya in attendance or to preview on website go to
www.cornerstoneproperties.co.za
011 483 2708 (0) & (fax) - 0B2 450 7474 (cell)

JUST A few days after Nelson
Mandela celebrated his 93rd birth-
day Nat Bregman, once described
by the former president as his first
white friend, passed away in
Johannesburg at the age of 88.
Bregman, who headed his own firm
of attorneys for over 60 years,
shared an office with the young
Mandela when the two were work-
ing as articled clerks in the firm of
Sidelsky, Witkin and Eidelman dur-
ing the early 1940s.

The two struck up a warm friend-
ship, with Bregman not only help-
ing Mandela find his feet within the
firm, but also contributing to his
early political education.

In his autobiography Long Walk
to Freedom, Mandela described
Bregman as “...bright, pleasant,
and thoughtful. He seemed entirely
colour-blind and became my first
white friend”. He was, in addition,
“unfailingly helpful” when ap-
proached for guidance on matters of
law and office procedure.

The two went to multi-racial par-
ties together, something that was
frowned upon even before the
National Party came to power a few
years later. Bregman was then a
member of the Communist Party of
South Africa, at the time still a legal
organisation.

On various occasions he tried to
win his friend over to the cause, and
took him to a number of lectures
and CPSA meetings. Mandela
recounts how he once made a point
of sharing a sandwich with him and
then saying, “Nelson, what we have
just done symbolises the philosophy
of the Communist Party: to share
everything we have.”

Nat Bregman (left) with
Nelson Mandela

and Lazar Sidelsky.
(PHOTO SUPPLIED)

Mandela remembered Bregman

as being “a deft mimic” who could
“do fine imitations of the voices of
Jan Smuts, Franklin Roosevelt and
Winston Churchill”. Bregman in fact
considered becoming a professional
comedian before adopting the more
conventional, albeit safer, course of
the law.

Notwithstanding this career
choice, he combined his profession-
al activities with those of a part-
time entertainer, becoming a popu-
lar figure at Jewish communal func-
tions.

After Mandela’s release in 1990,
he and Bregman re-established con-
tact and were reunited on a number
of occasions. Mandela’s old “boss”,
Lazer Sidelsky, invariably joined
them, until his death in 2002.

In later life, Bregman became reli-
giously observant, and his reunions
with Mandela were always struc-
tured around the Jewish Sabbath
and dietary requirements.

Bregman was buried at West Park
Cemetery on July 24. He is survived
by his wife, Rosa, six children, 16
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

« The writer is the author of a
forthcoming book, Jewish Memo-
ries of Mandela, on the relationship
between Nelson Mandela and South
African Jewry.

Nat Bregman is among the many
South African Jews featured in the
book, which is being published
under the auspices of the SA Jewish
Board of Deputies and the Umoja
Foundation. It will be available for
purchase at the opening night of the
SAJBD conference on August 27.

Those interested can pre-order
the book, at a significantly discount-
ed rate, through the SAJBD and
either pick it up at the conference or
from the offices of the Board. To
pre-order, contact Jenni on (011)
645-2521/ jenni@beyachad.co.za

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

HOUSE COMMITTEE APPROVES CONDITIONING PA AID ON FIGHTING INCITEMENT

WASHINGTON - The US House of
Representatives Foreign Affairs
Committee has approved legislation
that would condition aid to the
Palestinians on combating incite-
ment and not seeking unilateral
independence.

The amendments passed last
week Friday were attached to a
State Department funding bill.

Both amendments were spon-
sored by Representative Eliot Engel
(Democrat New York), who noted in
an interview with JTA that both
were approved unanimously.

"I wanted to send a very strong
message that support for Israel is

bipartisan and strong," Engel said.
"If they insist on filing for a unilat-
eral declaration of independence"
through the United Nations, "they
will lose funding for the Palestinian
Authority".

The Palestinians hope to obtain
recognition of statehood from the
UN this September. Engel's amend-
ment on incitement toned down lan-
guage in the original Bill, which had
been drafted by Representative
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (Republican
Florida), chairman of the commit-
tee.

Ros-Lehtinen's original required
certification that the PA "has halted

all anti-Israel incitement in Pales-
tinian Authority-controlled elec-
tronic and print media and in
schools, mosques and other institu-
tions it controls".

Engel's amendment - which, he
noted, Ros-Lehtinen ultimately sup-
ported - requires certification that
the PA "is not engaging in a pattern
of incitement against Israel", a stan-
dard that would be easier for the
Palestinians to demonstrate.

The entire funding bill now goes
to the House floor, and its amend-
ments would need to survive a con-
ference reconciling the Bill with its
parallel in the Senate. (JTA)

Cluster style living with an impressive entrance hall leading to large lounge dining room separated

Large family room off baronial kitchen, with separate scullery, all reception rooms lead out onto covered
patio and pool area. Upstairs 3 bedrooms en-suite, with a spacious pyjama lounge. Marble and stainless
steal staircase, excellent finishes throughout with surround speakers fitted and modern kitchen. Domestic

On show Sunday 31 July 2-5pm. Follow Glenhove Road which becomes Pretoria Road and turn left
into Wood Yatt Road which then becomes Athol Street and then turn left into Knox Street.

The CSO (Gauteng) is advertising for the positions of

Area Commanders:

Candidate must be Jewish and be motivated to be involved in community life

REQUIREMENTS:

* Practical experience in the security industry;
* Strong work ethics and be able to cope under pressure;
¢ Excellent interpersonal skills;
¢ Fully computer literate;
¢ Leadership qualities;
¢ Be able to physically accomplish tasks set;

Understand that overtime will be required.
Salary negotiable.

Please submit your CV with contact details via mail to
laurens@cso.org.za or fax: 086 613 7812.
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A bobba and zaida visit family
in Canada — thanks to UJW

RITA LEWIS

THE ANNOUNCEMENT every year by the
Union of Jewish Women of the name of the
winning person who is to be given a free
trip to visit her or his children and grand-
children overseas, is always very much
anticipated.

For those who cannot normally afford
this type of trip, the waiting is palpable as
the loneliness of those grandparents left
behind is often overwhelming and heart-
breaking

For the first time since the inception of
this popular annual competition, joint win-
ners were chosen this year — a bobba as
well as a zaida — a married couple to boot!

Hannah and Phil Horwitz, residents of
Sandringham Gardens, were taken by com-
plete surprise when their names were
announced as recipients of the prize.

They were at a special ceremony where

each was presented with air tickets to visit
their son, daughter-in-law and grandchil-
dren in Toronto.

The couple have returned after a memo-
rable three-month holiday, during which
they not only renewed their links with
their children, spending much quality time
with their son and daughter-in-law, but
also really getting to know their grandchil-
dren who are now 14 and 10 years old.

Some of the other prizes they received
included spending money, a set of luggage,
sports shoes and jerseys, as well as a hair-
do, outfit and shoes for Hannah — so that
she could arrive looking her best.

Due to the deteriorating eco-
nomic climate worldwide, their
children had been unable to
afford either a return visit to
their parents and homeland or
to pay for their parents to trav-
el to Canada to visit them.

» Applications for the 2011
competition are being accept-
ed. If you would like to enter,
or know of anyone who would
be interested in entering,
kindly contact the office on
(011) 648-1053 during office
hours.

Phil and Hannah Horwitz, who show their excitement at
winning the UJW’s Bobbas’ and Zaidas’ trip to Toronto.

Hatzolah

appeals
for blood
donors

THE LOCAL community has been called
on for urgent blood donations in recent
months, Hatzolah said in a media
release, appealing for donors.

“However, it is not always easy to find
the right type of blood and some people
may have more rare blood types than
others. That’s why Hatzolah has taken
the concept of a “Blood Drive” one step
further.

“We’re encouraging the community to
submit your contact details and blood
type to us, which will be recorded and
used when needed. This way, we can
compile a comprehensive data base of
donors, including the full spectrum of
blood types, so that when the need arises,
we can call upon the right people and get
the right blood to the patient who needs
it - quickly and efficiently.

“Please help us save lives;
Hatzolah’s “Blood Type Data Base”.

Simply send an e-mail to blood-
bank@hatzolah.co.za and include the fol-
lowing details: Name, surname, ID num-
ber, area you live, phone number, cell
number, e-mail address, blood type, are
you an active blood donor? If so, blood
donor registration number.

Hatzolah says once the data base is
populated, it will notify the community
about how they can make use of it, if
ever needed.

join

CLINICAL
WEIGHT

MANAGEMENT

Dr Talia
Notelovitz

Medical
doctor and
nutritionist

Bagleyston Clinic

(011) 485-5884

We speak the

language of your
business

Your business’ success relies on time, but with only 24 hours in
a day, getting everything done isn't always a reality. That's why
we've created Attorney Management Solutions. As a conveyancing
attorney you can now efficiently and securely open and close trust
accounts, create, issue and pay guarantees and charge and recaver
administration fees, all online from the comfort of your office.

To see how together we can speed up your business, contact
Absa Business Bank on 0860 070 605 or visit www.absa.co.za

Absa Business Bank

Member of the * BARC'.AYS Group

A
ABSA

Today, tomorrow, together.
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A happy foursome - Taryn Seeff; Kim Brouze; Batsheva Feinblum; and

Gila Unterslak.

Kim Kew;
Chrissy
Lanuti;
Henry
Mpatha; and
Simcha
Mokhonoana
giving out
free hot
drinks.

Lee-Elle Horowitz; Tali Fine; Yakira Shalpid; and Rivki Zag
with a “Stilt Man". (PHOTOGRAPH: YAD AHARON)

v
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Ann Nikfard with mmbers of the Stein family who all received silver
medals, Andy; Mark Adam ; Rabbi Yisroel; Yehuda and baby Clara.
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After their long walk,

SOCIAL SCENE

(PHOTOGRAPH: YAD AHARON)

uir

Holding Yad Aharon flags are Chaim Shalpid; Philip Krinkin; and Laureen Shalpid (team organiser).

".

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Discovering a healthy
lifestyle through walking

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

i

THIS YEAR’S Discovery, 702 Walk
the Talk which took place last
Sunday, hosted a record number
of around 55 000 entrants, includ-
ing some 550 from the Chevrah
Kadisha and around 250 from Yad
Aharon.

Both organisations are battling
to assist the growing numbers
who are dependent on their sup-
port. For Yad Aharon this will be
their fifth walk with their loyal
supporters participating under
the banner of “Giant steps to help
feed our 580 families”.

Participants were not only from
South Africa; several had come
from overseas. One of them, Mark
Spitz, the swimmer who won
seven gold medals for swimming
at the 1972 Olympics, told Radio
702 he was coming to South Africa
especially for the race.

He said he didn’t think the dis-
tance would be a problem as he

walked more than an hour every
day to keep fit.

The Discovery 702 Walk the
Talk started and ended at Marks
Park in Emmarentia, with walk-
ers having the option of entering
various distances: 42 and 21 Kkilo-
metre events were for experienced
walkers: 30km for 18-year-olds or
older; 15km, eight km as well as a
five kilometre safe and secure
walk for those who like to take it
easy, as well as for juniors, the dis-
abled, pensioners and people with
prams or dogs on leashes.

Prior to the walk, Discovery’s
Hylton Kallner praised the initia-
tive saying: “At Discovery our aim
is to make people healthier by
encouraging them to adopt an
active, healthy lifestyle - walking
being one of the most effective
and accessible forms of exercise.”

Knowing that parking would be
a problem, the Chevrah Kadisha
supplied several buses which left
around 08:00 from the Yeshiva
College campus where free hot

drinks were supplied to walkers
and supporters.

The day was perfect. It was 1994,
the World Cup and a united South
Africa all over again. The weather
was pleasant, the camaraderie
unbelievable and a myriad traffic
officers doing the most sterling
work under very difficult condi-
tions - guiding the bumper-to-
bumper traffic along roads which
took some of them (generally
uncomplainingly) more than a lit-
tle out of their way.

There were few young children
walking, but dogs were there
aplenty - all well behaved and
leashed.

The event is not only about hav-
ing fun, but also about creating an
awareness of healthy living as
well as giving back to the commu-
nity. A percentage of the takings
will go to the Laureus Sport for
Good Foundation - the official
benefiting charity of this event.
The Jewish participating organi-
sations will also be beneficiaries.

Marge Golden and Doreen Daniel and Deena Klotz still Two sisters, Gloria and Julia e o The Chevrah's Philip
Zurel walked for Chabad  managed to smile for the Sikhayi, who just want to be Rob and Michelle Falk Kalmonowitz with his dog
of Strathavon. camera. seen as redheads. Selma and Marilyn Lipshitz.  hold up the Chevrah flag.  Odie.

NEXT

ARACHIN SEMINAR

Call Renee: 011 887 2773
26th-28th August 2011

i .
ABRCHIM

South Africa

Hunters Rest or Yisroel: 082 377 4539
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

JOHANNESBURG

Honey Gluckman continues on Sam
Gluckman, pharmacist:

“After he qualified, Sam became a
medical rep for Selected Pharma-
ceuticals, a distributing company for
Petersen’s which also had the Pfizer
agency. He travelled the whole of the
(then) Transvaal, Natal and the
Northern Cape. His salary was £80 a
month.

“Later, Sam and two friends went
to England on the Edinburgh Castle.
There they bought an old London
taxi and travelled through Europe.
Back in England Sam heard about a
person who was looking for a com-
panion to do an overland crossing to
Africa in his car and share expenses.

“That is how he and Tony Purkiss
of London came to travel from
Gibraltar across Africa as far as
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) in
a Ford Anglia.

“Back in Johannesburg, Sam took
a job as a manager of The Medicine
Chest in Northcliff in 1955. The shop
was owned by the Sklar brothers.
Monty Sklar was later to become a
popular mayor of Johannesburg.
The same year Sam married Honey
Goodman of Johannesburg.

“Later that year, helped by Alex
Lipworth, a pharmacy wholesaler,
Sam bought Milton Pharmacy in
Hillbrow for £3 000. It was tiny, 40
square metres in Edith Cavell Street,

off Kotze Street and squashed
between Lennys, a German deli-
catessen, a hairdressing salon and a
large shoe store.

“The four shops shared a common
toilet behind the stores. To get to it,
it was necessary to go around the
shops and through an alleyway fre-
quented by mice.

“These shops were beneath Bea-
consfield Court which was owned by
the Spitz family, who had a chain of
shoe shops around Johannesburg,
the largest of which was Barnes
Shoe Store next to Milton
Pharmacy.

“Sam and Honey and their baby
daughter, Gillian, lived there on the
5th floor for three years.”

JOHANNESBURG.

It is sad to record the passing away
earlier this month of Abe Rakusin, a
pharmacist, who started the well-
known Dae-Nite Chemist shops
which pioneered late night opening.
The first shop was in Rissik Street
in the centre of Johannesburg. One
in Orange Grove became very well
known and much frequented.

JOHANNESBURG/MAYFAIR
From Tutsie Wexler (continues):

“Then, of course, there were the vis-
its to the Blue Dam and clay caves -
the sweet innocence of youngsters
who loved the outdoor and the sense
of freedom that went with it!

“The hidings we got for the tell-
tale white marks on our black shoes,
were well worth the exploring and
games in the open fields. The danger
of cave-ins and drowning in the
weed-choked dam, never deterred

us, but here I am slightly ahead of
my story.

“The burden- or yoke - on Rev
Zagnoev’s shoulders after Rev
Wolpert’s departure, became over-
bearing and Rev Manschein arrived.
The Israeli rebbe was of great help
to many of us and how grateful I
remain to his dear family who
befriended me for many years.

“His biggest worry and competi-
tion was the Rangers football
ground which somehow always fea-
tured when we were late for cheder.
He never ever got the name right.

“At a later stage these two teach-
ers were joined by ‘morah’. Yes! A
lady teacher! Sweet dear Miss Joffe.
The gal either had courage or I'm
not sure that she did not have a clue
what she was letting herself in for
‘gehukte yorren’ as the saying goes.
But, in her own way, she tamed the
‘hooligoners’.”

To be continued.

JOHANNESBURG
From Sylvia Shapshak:

“Your article about the little grocery
shop reminded me about my
Granny Seina (Janie) Nohr who had
a shop on the corner of End and
Kerk Streets - Kerk Street on the
south and End Street on the east.

“It was attached to her house, a
semi in Kerk Street, by a step down
from the stoep. The entrance was a
splay across the corner, with a nar-
row double wood door leading in.

“At the back were shelves and in
front of them was a high wooden
counter with a big scale on it. All
around were sacks of stuff like
sugar, tea, mealie meal etc - no
prepacks in those days!

“The customers usually
domestic staff - would ask for, say,
3 pennies’ worth of sugar, pay for
it then ask for a sixpence mealie
meal and so on. All was weighed
out and put into small brown
paper bags.

“When all the transactions
were done, the customer would

ask for a bonsella and was given a
handful of pink cashew nuts from
a big sack near the door!

“On the north side was a store-
room which was later converted
into a little dwelling with an extra
addition for my Aunt Betty when
she married Isaac Factor.”

To be continued

A land of history,
challenges, leisure and celebrations.
It remains a preferred holiday destination
for those who want a bit more.

" ISRAEL

IT'S YOUR HOME

For holidays to Israel and around the world,
you can rel)f on our 30 years' expertise and
Dutstanding pers:}nal service.

Start planning your next trip and
call us NOW to mgid disappointment!

Pretoria Jewish aged celebrate
Mandela’s birthday

DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

TO MARK the very special occasion
of former President Nelson Man-
dela’s 93rd birthday on July 18, Jaffa
residents and members of the com-

M -

munity made donations of clothing,
books, toys and groceries to the
Levuyo Orphanage, a project of the
Union of Jewish Women (Pretoria).
Yvonne Cohen welcomed those
present and Lesley Beckbessinger,
president of Jaffa, accepted the

donation on behalf of Sivea Stein,
chairman of the UJW.

Sister Jenny (Goldstone), the in-
ventor and formulator of Sister
Jenny’s JEN-TIL Creams and her
team, gave neck and shoulder mas-
sages to the residents and staff, with
each resident receiving a tube of her
cream.

She also donated a large quantity of
her baby creams to Levuyo Orphanage
to commemorate this special birthday
occasion.

At the occasioﬁ of commemorating
Madiba’s 93rd birthday: Lesley

Beckbessinger, incoming president of
Jaffa, with Ronny Silberman (MD) with the
Jaffa staff choir and residents singing the

official birthday song.

Sister Jenny and her team, giving residents
and staff back and neck massages.

Jaffa staff then led
~ | the singing of the new
- | Mandela birthday

o song and cake and tea
was enjoyed by all.

executive
-Sure
s> > b > » travel
SA'S LEADING ISRAELTRAVEL SPECIALIST
Ground Floor |HI House, 11 Cradock Avenue
Cnr Baker Street, Rosebank i
=

Tel: (011) 788-2050 jATA

NOBODY BEATS US FOR PRICE & SERVICE

AS A LEADER

CREATE CONNECTIONS

Think you have what it takes to murture,

Community Security Organisation - Cape Town

A challenging opportunity has arisen for a dynamic and motivated
individual to help lead this vibrant Organisation.

e Proven experience on a management level, including supervision

¢ General administrative, computer and negotiation skills

Senior Management Role:

Key areas of skill should include:
¢ Having the ability to plan, lead and organize.
* Strong analytical ability
Being able to liaise with the community on all levels
* Confidence and capability to speak publically

of staff and / or departments.
Understanding, preparation and control of budgets.

The ideal applicant should have:
* A knowledge of Judaism and the Community

* Practical security knowledge as well as proficiency in relevant physical disciplines
¢ The ability to operate efficiently under pressure, multi task and be able to delegate
* The ability to work with committees
* A professional, pro-active and dedicated approach

inspire & teach - be part of the most
amaging camp experience in SA!
Offer your services to join the Camp
Eesher crew of maddies for 2011 in
Muizenberqg & learn more about
yourself than you ever thought
possible. It's truly the most rewarding,
incredible, life changing opportunity.

We offer:
* Salary commensurate with qualification and experience
* Generous employee benefits
* Exciting networking opportunities &

Send a brief CV to
bikkur{icyber-junction.co.za by
26 August 2011.

ONLY SUITABLE SHOR

Please send a cover letter addressed to The Chairman,
CSO and resume/CV to staff@ctjc.co.za.

CANDIDATES WILL BE CO
JOY (011) 440-3606
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Time to brush up on your mamme loshen

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN
PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED

IF YOU wish to brush up on your mamme
loshen, a three-day course in Yiddish being
held from August 24 - 26, is just the thing for
you. Now in its fourth year, Ot Azey! aims to
immerse participants in the Yiddish lan-
guage, humour, song, literature, food and
culture.

Based on the programme offered by the
Jewish Music Institute at the School of
Oriental and African Studies of the
University of London, the emphasis here is
on edutainment and reconnecting with one’s
Yiddish roots. And if you are a total begin-
ner, two evening sessions have been includ-
ed.

Last year’s course saw over 60 individuals
ranging in age from their 20s to their 90s,
enjoying classes, a tea break in Yiddish, a
sing-along with Fay Singer, entertainment
in mamme loshen, lunch with a Yiddish
twist, guest speakers and a Yiddish film.

Among them was 29-year-old Jason Toay
who has attended Ot Azey for the last two
years, as well as the fortnightly classes given
by Jack Shmukler during the year. Though

not yet fluent in the language, Toay says he
is “getting there”.

“I’'ve always been interested in Yiddish,”
he explains, “because I learned it as a young
boy from my grandmother. I've always been
keen to understand the more technical
aspects of the language, like sentence struc-
ture - I just knew conversational Yiddish
reasonably well.”

Aside from providing him with a greater
knowledge of the language, he describes the
course as “very pleasant, (with) very nice
people and outings”. Being in the distinct
minority in his age group, Toay is trying to
persuade his friends, a few of whom are
interested, to join him. “I've almost con-
vinced the one,” he laughs.

Commenting on the revival of interest in
Yiddish, Cape Jewish Seniors’ Association
(CJSA) chairman, Philip Todres says it has
“taken time for the language to lose some
of its socio-economic and political bag-
gage.

“We can see this changed perspective from
the pride and joy with which the young
schoolchildren embraced the songs they
were taught for the Yiddish Song Festival.

“It is also reflected in the fact that some
scholars are proudly singing Yiddish songs

in the Folk and Traditional section of the
Cape Town Eisteddfod - and winning hon-
ours.”

The CJSA, for whom the course is a
fundraiser, promises to once again “cook up
some special gerichten (traditional treats) to
add a Yiddish tam (flavour)”.

Last year, several people from Johan-
nesburg, Port Elizabeth and Durban attend-
ed.This year, the CJSA has organised a
package deal with Protea Hotels for out-of-
towners.

Durbanite Rochelle Winer and Tamara

Joan Krupp; CJSA Chairman Philip
Todres; and Leina Sank, at last
year’s Ot Azey! Yiddish course.

Alswang from Johannesburg - both experi-
enced Yiddish teachers - will once again join
Shmukler and Clara Gersholowitz in run-
ning the course.

Rabbi Dovid Wineberg, spiritual leader of
the Green and Sea Point Hebrew Con-
gregation and one of this year’s guest speak-
ers, will speak on Yiddish Klollas (curses).

The cost of the three-day course, includ-
ing lunches and tea, is R350. The cost of
evening classes, including tea and bagels, is
R100. For further information or to register,
call (021) 434-9691 or e-mail admin@cjsa.org

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

NEW YORK - An American Orthodox
Jewish man reportedly bought the diaries
of notorious Nazi war criminal Josef
Mengele in a controversial auction.

The buyer, who was not named, is said to
be a collector of Second World War-era
artefacts.

News outlets variously reported the
value of the sale at between $245 000 and
$300 000. The auction was run by the

Connecticut-based Alexander Historical
Auctions, which did not identify the seller.
Mengele, who died in 1979, was notorious
for conducting ghastly experiments on
prisoners at Auschwitz. His notebooks
were written after the war in South
America, where he fled to escape justice.
The sale of the diaries was strongly criti-
cised by some Holocaust historians and
some in the Jewish community. (JTA)

AMANDA APPLEBY

VILLAGE WALK, SANDOWN
TEL: (0O11) 784-2806

Jewellery & Accessories
Antiques & Silverware

Starts 1 August

After 35 years of trading, we are soon
relocating to the Web and look forward
to continued dealings with you.

Shop Online:
www.amandaappleby.com
Email: info@amandaappleby.com

When your life changes
In an instant...

ROBYN SASSEN

RECENTLY, THE United Zionist
Luncheon Club hosted Wits lecturer
Karen Lazar. Ten years ago Lazar,
now in her late 40s, had a stroke
affecting the right hemisphere of
her brain, after brain surgery she’d
had to remove a benign tumour.

This June, under the imprint of
Modjadji Books, Lazar published an
account of her experiences: “Hemi-
spheres: Inside a Stroke”, upon
which her talk was premised.

Lazar presented an understanding
of courage articulated by the need to
continue to be relevant as mother,
partner, teacher. With refreshing
levity in the face of something as
life-changing as a stroke, she made
her audience laugh.

“Strokes vary in kind, severity
and location in the brain. A stroke
on one hemisphere of the brain
crosses over to manifest in possible
paralysis on the opposite side of the
body.

“Language, cognition and sensa-
tion may undergo changes, depend-
ing on the type of stroke. My
stroke occurred on the right
hemisphere of the brain, leav-
ing the left side of my body
affected, but speech and lan-
guage intact.”

She spoke candidly about the
brain’s walnut-ness, tossing
about the conundrum of being
able to think thoughts while
looking at her brain through an
X-ray machine. “Is that my
mind I'm looking at? Or is it
mere matter?”

During her rehabilitation,
after five months in hospital,

saic, with an edge of irony.
“Telecommunication is down,”
she referred to her paralysis in
the left side of her body.

“Karen,” she quoted a message sent to
her in ICU, via a sport-loving friend. “the
road ahead is going to be like a hundred
Tours de France. But we all think you can
do it.”

She pondered this, commenting she
was poor at maths but got through it
through tenacity. “Yet, here I am, in a
body where some endeavours will only
ever yield failure.”

Having attained her PhD in English lit-
erature five years before her stroke,
Lazar went back to academia as soon as
she could. She found herself training
300 high school English teachers in

Karen Lazar at her
daughter, Julia’s
batmitzvah a few
her observations remained pro- years ago. (PHOTO-

GRAPH SUPPLIED)

hemispheres

Shakespearean comedy.

“I gather momentum, enjoy-
ing the great playwright’s
splashing of carnivalesque
mishap onto the bigger life-
affirming canvas of comedy. I'm
feeling pretty affirmed myself, a
professional in my own
domain.”

Suddenly a new sensation
assailed her. “A bass hum
beneath the melody.” Is it a lack?
Is it a blockage? She eventually
recognised it as her “alienated
left spatial field.

“Many have heard of the man
who mistook his wife for a hat” - by neu-
rologist Oliver Sacks about perceptual
aberrations - “it seems I'm the woman
who mistook her left side for a vacuum!
The weirdest thing about a stroke is you
lose things you didn’t know you had.”

She asked her neurologist where her
second language, French went. “‘Some
research suggests prosody is stored on
the right hemisphere of the brain,”” he
explained.

“‘Prosody?’” she was querulous. “It’s
an old-fashioned term used to teach poet-
ry in an old-fashioned way. Poetry is my
field. Science is his. Yet here they are,
met.”
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NEW BEGINNING:

Genesis Shopping Centre, Bradfield Drive, Foirmount. Tel: (011) 640-1598/1625/1715, Fax: (011) 640-1283.
Trading Hours: Mon-Sat 07h45 - 20h00. Sun 07h45 - 19h30

Wmmzﬁm

Nescafé
Classic Coffee

(excluding De-caffeinated)
200 g

Emssa & Blackwell
Tangy Mayonnaise

All Gold
Tomato Souce
700 ml

Kedem
ﬁﬁﬂm“ Fresh Kosher Clover
946 m| Chickens Kosher Tussers

Cheese

Chunky Steakhouse or
American Fries = —
Potato Ghlps _

Handy Andy

Multi Surface
Cleaner
750 ml

$ 1099

\
LI}

SPAR
Toilet Tissue
Rolls

{2 piy)

MINICARNIVAL IN-STORE!

Fun Activities for the Whole Family - 28, 29 & 31 July 2011
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Jewish Report

Putting Israel on trial
— fairly or unfairly?

FORMER PRESIDENT Nelson Mandela’s visit to
Israel in 1999 accompanied by leaders of South
African Jewry, including the late Chief Rabbi
Cyril Harris, seems to belong to a long-past era
not only in years, but in the warm, positive atmos-
phere in which it happened.

Mandela brought his spirit of reconciliation to
bear in his relationship to South African Jewry
and Israel as part of a vision of a new South
Africa at peace with itself and the world. His visit
was one of the high points of the time for Jews.

It is almost inconceivable that President Jacob
Zuma - or his predecessor Thabo Mbeki - would
go to Israel on such a visit. So, what is it that has
changed so fundamentally in South Africa? Why
has the country become a repository of so many
strident anti-Israel activists who are effectively
influencing sentiments about Israel?

No doubt South Africans are affected by the
growing BDS campaign in certain circles globally
against Israel, which local anti-Israel activists
have latched on to, attracting prominent South
African figures - politicians, trade unionists, cler-
ics and others - to their ranks. Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu is one of the most well-
known and troubling.

They have had notable successes: the 2001 UN
conference against racism held in Durban, which
turned into an anti-Israel (and anti-Semitic) hate
fest; the recent cutting of research ties between
the University of Johannesburg and Ben-Gurion
University, a world first of such an action; the
recall by the government of South Africa’s
ambassador to Israel after the Gaza “flotilla”
affair, the most severe form of diplomatic censure
short of actually severing ties; the adoption by
the country’s major trade union federation,
Cosatu, of an overtly anti-Israel stance; and oth-
ers.

Now, in November, there is to be the Russell
Tribunal on Palestine. The Tribunal is named
after British philosopher Bertrand Russell, who
with French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre set up
the Tribunal in the 1960s to examine suspected
US war crimes in Vietham. Some years later the
Russell Tribunal examined human rights
offences by former Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet.

The Russell Tribunal on Palestine has been
convened before as part of the political fight
against Israel. It has held two hearings in the past
two years, in Barcelona and London, and its web-
site says it plans to also hold one in the USA. This
year’s tribunal in Cape Town has been called “to
probe whether the treatment of Palestinians in
Israel and the occupied territories meets the cri-
teria of the United Nations convention against
the crime of apartheid”.

The Tribunal evokes cynicism among many, a
sense that this gathering will be conducted with a
prepared script whose outcome is already known
in advance - a broad condemnation of Israel on
numerous counts involving human rights, and a
downplaying of the security and political predica-
ments in which Israel exists.

There is a sense of déja vu about it - will it be
merely a continuation of the process started in
Durban 10 years ago?

What should the Jewish community do, includ-
ing Jews who are not uncritical of certain Israeli
government policies, but feel passionately about
the country’s security and prosperity?

Jews will not be able to just ignore the Russell
Tribunal, which will likely gather momentum
over the coming months, attract more well-
known South African and other personalities,
and generate more enmity towards Israel.

The local line-up already includes Zackie
Achmat, Ronnie Kasrils, Steven Friedman, John
Dugard, Winnie Madikizela-Mandela and Tutu.

For many Jewish South Africans there is indig-
nation. Some who already feel concerned about
the place of Jews here and the widespread hostil-
ity towards Israel, will add this Tribunal to their
discomfort. Participation of important bodies
like the ANC, Cosatu and others, will further con-
tribute to this.

SA Jews are caught between a rock and a hard
place. If they try to discredit the Tribunal, they
will appear on the defensive; if they participate in
it, they risk lending credibility to a process whose
outcome is assured in advance; if they ignore it
they will give it free rein over the public narrative
about Israel.

It will require tact and political savvy to negoti-
ate this unsavoury situation.
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Attacks in Norway spotlight
far-right outreach to Jews, Israel

URIEL HEILMAN
OsLO

FOR DECADES after the Second World
War, far-right political movements in
Europe stirred up for Jews images of skin-
heads and Nazi storm troopers marching
across the continent.

But in recent years, as European xeno-
phobia has focused on the exploding
growth of Muslims on the continent, right-
wing anti-Semitism has been replaced in
some corners by outreach to Jews and
Israel.

It’s part of an effort in far-right move-
ments to gain broader, mainstream support
for an anti-Muslim alliance opposed to the
notion of a multicultural Europe.

Indeed, in the anti-Muslim manifesto
attributed to Anders Behring Breivik (pic-
tured), the accused perpetrator of the July 22
deadly attacks in Oslo and the nearby
Norwegian island of Utoya, the pseudony-
mous author expresses sympathy for Israel’s
plight and cites numerous critiques of the
Palestinians.

“Aided by a pre-existing anti-Ameri-
canism and anti-Semitism, European
media have been willing to demonise the
United States and Israel while remaining
largely silent on the topic Eurabia,” the
author writes in his manifesto, titled “2083:
A European Declaration of Independence”.

Later, he lists four potential political
allies among Israel’s political parties:
Likud, Yisrael Beiteinu, Shas and National
Union.

Breivik’s apparent proto-Zionist view-
point is shared by a number of far-right
leaders around Europe.

“The Arab-Israeli conflict illustrates the
struggle between Western culture and radi-
cal Islam,” Filip Dewinter, the head of
Belgium’s far-right, anti-immigrant Vlaams
Belang Party, said last December during a
visit to Tel Aviv.

“Israel is of central importance to us,”
German Freedom Party head Rene
Stadtkewitz told JTA last year. What
Israelis do to fight terrorism, he said, “is
what we would have to be doing here. And I
am very thankful that they are doing it.”

But after the deadly attacks in Norway,
which authorities say left at least 76 people
dead, the dangers of making common
cause with movements where extremists
like Breivik can find an ideological home
and where some supporters are known for
being violent is all too clear, some Jewish
figures are saying.

“A large-scale hate crime attack such as
the one in Norway, demonstrates the clear
and present danger of incitement against
political, ethnic and religious groups,” said
Deidre Berger, director of the American
Jewish Committee’s Berlin Ramer Institute
for German-Jewish Relations. “Hate crimes
are among the most insidious of dangers to
democracy.”

To be sure, Breivik is an extreme exam-
ple of the anti-multicultural tide rising in
Europe, and far-right leaders say they
eschew the killing of innocents in their cru-
sade to restore Europe to its pre-heteroge-

neous state. But some watch-
dog groups say that European
far-right movements provided
the ideological underpinnings
to Breivik’s attack and they
must be held to account.

“Breivik was clearly influ-
enced by an ideological move-
ment both in the United States
and Europe that is rousing
public fear by consistently vili-
fying the Islamic faith,”
warned the national director of the Anti-
Defamation League, Abraham Foxman.

The fact that Breivik attacked those he
viewed as collaborators with Muslims
rather than Muslims themselves shows
just how dangerous extremist ideology
can be, the ADL suggested in a statement.

Jewish leaders in Europe, who in recent
days have taken pains to distance them-
selves from Breivik’s proto-Zionism, long
have warned that even far rightists who
do not espouse anti-Semitism, are danger-
ous for the Jews.

Far-rightists “want a Sweden for the
Swedes, France for the French and Jews to
Israel”, Serge Cwajgenbaum, secretary
general of the European Jewish Congress,
told JTA last October.

“Islamism certainly is a danger to the
Jews and to Western democracy,”
Stephan Kramer, secretary general of the
Central Council of Jews in Germany, told
JTA last year. “The way to fight
(Islamists) is not, however, to demonise
and ostracize all Muslims.”

Not all Jews have got the memo, howev-
er. Polls show that a small minority of
European Jews supports some far-right
parties, and a few far-right figures have
gained a certain measure of respectability
among some Jews.

When firebrand Geert Wilders, the
leader of the Freedom Party in the
Netherlands, spoke at an event in Berlin
last year, former Israeli Knesset member
Eli Cohen of the Yisrael Beiteinu party
was one of the featured speakers.

Wilders also has his Jewish fans in
America. One is Daniel Pipes, a columnist
and director of a think tank that warns of
the dangers of domination by radical
Muslims, or Islamists.

In a column last year for The National
Review titled “Why I Stand with Geert
Wilders”, Pipes called the controversial
Dutch political figure “the most impor-
tant European alive today” and the man
“best placed to deal with the Islamic chal-
lenge facing the continent”.

Pipes’ writing was quoted extensively in
Breivik’s manifesto. Reached this week by
JTA, Pipes declined to comment for this
story.

As for Wilders, he was quick to condemn
last week Friday’s attacks in Norway.

“That the fight against Islam is con-
ducted by a violent psychopath is disgust-
ing and a slap to the face of the global anti-
Islamic movement,” Wilders said in a
statement.

“It fills me with disgust that the perpe-
trator refers to the (Freedom) Party and

me in his manifesto... We fight
for a democratic and nonvio-
lent means against the further
Islamisation of society and
will continue to do so.”

Of course, not all far-right
parties in Europe are trying to
make common cause with
Jews. Many, like Jobbik, a far-
d right movement in Hungary,
lump Jews with Gypsies,
Muslims and others as unde-
sirables.

Far-right parties in Europe have vary-
ing degrees of support, but polls show
their political backing is rising across the
continent. In Norway, the anti-immigrant
Progress Party is now the second-largest
in parliament. In Hungary, Jobbik won
nearly 17 per cent of the vote in parlia-
mentary elections last year, making it the
country’s third-largest party.

In France, President Nicolas Sarkozy’s
sagging popularity and the collapse of the
anticipated presidential candidacy of
Dominique Strauss-Khan following rape
charges filed against him in New York,
gave Marine Le Pen - leader of the anti-
immigrant National Front party and
daughter of Holocaust-minimiser Jean-
Marie Le Pen - a lead in some polls of
French presidential contenders.

In June 2009, far-right parties across
Europe captured a sizable share of seats
in the European Parliament, a develop-
ment attributed to rising xenophobic sen-
timent fuelled by the global economic
downturn. Among the winners were the
neo-fascist British National Party and the
Austrian Freedom Party, which cam-
paigned with posters reading “FPO veto
for Turkey and Israel in the EU”.

The appeal of far-right political posi-
tions isn’t relegated to the political fringes.
Anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim stances
permeate mainstream political discourse
and influence government policies.

In Switzerland, the far-right Swiss
People’s Party is the largest party in the
National Council, one of two federal legis-
latures. Two years ago the party helped
spearhead a national referendum that
succeeded in outlawing the construction
of minarets on newly-built mosques.

Earlier this year, France outlawed the
wearing of the nigab, the Muslim full-face
veil. Last summer, Sarkozy launched a
campaign to strip French nationality from
foreign-born individuals who attacked
police officers and started a programme to
rapidly deport Gypsy - or Roma - migrants
to Romania and Bulgaria. In Germany,
Chancellor Angela Merkel declared last
autumn that Germany’s experiment with
multiculturalism had failed.

It’s still not clear how the deadly attack
in Norway will impact Norwegian poli-
tics, much less the rest of the continent.
That will depend on how well far-right
parties are able to draw a sharp distinc-
tion between Breivik’s violent attacks
against multiculturalists and their own
opposition to immigrants, Muslims and
multiculturalism. (JTA)
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Israel as the
Jewish State
should be a
basic starting
point for
discussion. The
picture shows a
street scene in
Tel Aviv on
Rothschild
Boulevard.
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