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With protests, Israelis are seeking
the revival of the welfare state

Israeli students, holding a sign reading “Welfare state now!”, protest outside the Israeli Parliament in Jerusalem against the high cost of living, on

August 1. (MIRIAM ALSTER/FLASH90)   
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SSHHAABBBBAATT  AANNDD  FFAASSTT  TTIIMMEESS
August 5/5 Av
August 6/6 Av

Devarim

Starts Ends
17:26 18:16 Johannesburg
17:52 18:45 Cape Town
17:08 18:00 Durban
17:29 18:20 Bloemfontein
17:23 18:16 Port Elizabeth
17:15 18:08 East London

Tisha B’Av

August 8/8 Av
August 9/9 Av

Starts Ends
17:42 18:10 Johannesburg
18:09 18:36 Cape Town
17:25 17:53 Durban
17:45 18:13 Bloemfontein
17:40 18:08 Port Elizabeth
17:32 18:00 East London
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

ORDER A FISH MEAL ON THE PLANE
THE CUSTOM is to refrain from eating
meat during the Nine Days of Av
(except Shabbat), which begins this
Sunday night.

The kashrut department of the Union
of Orthodox Synagogues says those who
do not wish to eat meat in their kosher

airline meals, must specifically request a
kosher fish meal.

The kashrut department has arranged
with El Al airlines that those wishing to
eat a fish meal during the “Nine Days”
must request “Special Kosher” when
ordering their meals.

FOOD ON 1TIME NOT BETH DIN-SUPERVISED
THE KASHRUT department of the
Union of Orthodox Synagogues advises
that the food served as “kosher” on
1time Airline, is not supervised by the
Beth Din. 

“We have been advised that non-

kosher items are served in their so-
called ‘Kosher Platter’. We have offered
our services to 1Time in an effort to rec-
tify this problem, but have not received
a response as yet,” the kashrut depart-
ment says in a media release.

KASHRUT ALERT

PARSHAT
DEVARIM
Rabbi Moshe Kazilsky
Johannesburg Sephardi Hebrew
Congregation

To blame or to bless…

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 
Geoff Lees 082-923-8317  

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

‘Extraordinary Service, Extraordinary Trust’

GLENHAZEL  (NEW RELEASE) SYDENHAM (NEW RELEASE)

3 Receptions, eat-in kitchen, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
double staff accommodation, double automated garage,
security, set in park-like garden, swimming pool, patio

and deck. Late R4 million to early R5 million.

3 Receptions, open plan kitchen, separate laundry,
3 beds, 2 baths, garden, secure inside parking and

self-contained income-producing cottage. Offers from 
R999 000 asking more. Hurry!

HIGHLANDS NORTH (NEW RELEASE) HIGHLANDS NORTH/PERCELIA ESTATE BOOM

Sensational lounge, dining room, study, new kitchen, 2
large Beds, 2 Mod Baths, garden, security. Stunning

staff accom or cottage and much more
R799 000. Hurry ! 

4 Receptions, sun-drenched patio and entertainment area,
flowing indoor, outdoor living, solar heated pool, lush gar-
dens, 3 beds and study or 4th bed, pub, 2 1/2 baths, mod-

ern kitchen. Offers from R1,9 million, asking more!

HAZELWOOD

1 Bed, 1 bath corner unit, tiled receptions, mod kitchen,
patio with views 24 hr. Secure complex with pool,

tennis and squash courts and more ideal investment.
Offers from R599 000. Hurry, will be SOLD! 

SYDENHAM (NEW RELEASE)

Family home with work-from-home or cottage. 3 recep-
tions, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, eat-in kitchen, pool

and paved outside garden, with cottage. Ideal for large
family or live and work from home R1,450 000  

WIN AN ISLAND HOLIDAY & OTHER GREAT PRIZES - VISIT WWW.STAMELMANPROPERTIES.CO.ZA FOR DETAILS

WE BEGIN this Shabbat the final book of the Torah, the
book of Devarim. This book contains a review by Moses
of the challenges and mistakes made by the Israelites
during their 40 year journey through the wilderness.

A story: One morning as little Hannah was sitting at
the kitchen sink watching her mother wash and dry the
breakfast plates, she noticed that her mother had sever-
al strands of grey in her long black hair. 

Hannah looked at her mother and said: “Mommy,
why do you have some grey hairs?”

Her mother replied, “Well darling, every time a
daughter upsets her mother, one of her mother’s hairs
turns grey.” Hannah thought about this for a few
moments then said, “Mommy, so how come all of
granny’s hair is grey?”

In the final book of the Torah we read about the “grey
hair” that Moses got from the Israelites. In fact, it’s
because of his grey hairs, that Moses is given a title at
the end of the book. Moses is mentioned in the Torah
countless times, but only at the end of his life, when he
takes leave of his beloved nation as they enter the
Promised Land without him, he is referred to as a “Man
of G-d”.

“Moses, the man of G-d, blessed the Children of
Israel before his death” (Deut. 33). 

A few verses earlier, G-d tells Moses that he will soon
die as he cannot enter the Promised Land because of
his transgression of hitting the rock instead of speak-
ing to it. Moses clearly held the Israelites responsible
for causing this incident.

“G-d was angry with me because of you and He swore
that I could not cross the Jordan and that I could not
come to the good land”(Deut 4). 

Although he felt that they were the cause for him
being denied his most fervent wish, Moses didn’t har-
bour resentment towards the Israelites. At the very
moment that G-d told him he must leave this world and
could not join the Israelites in entering the Promised
Land, Moses gave them his sincere blessing.   

Think about it for a second: You work your whole life
for a single goal - blood, sweat and tears… and right at
the end, moments before succeeding, you can’t achieve
your goal because a bunch of people derail your proj-
ect… never mind the project, they derail your whole
existence… How would you feel towards them? 

Moses stood at the shores of the Jordan River, within
a few metres of the land of his dreams, he begged and
prayed 515 separate prayers before G-d, begging for
Divine mercy and for G-d to revoke the decree prohibit-
ing his entrance to the land. 

He was told that the decree must stand, and was
again reminded that this was because of his hitting the
rock, which happened because the Israelites provoked
him. At this precise moment of intense anguish, Moses
turned to the Israelites and blessed them with his whole
heart. This is indeed a “Man of G-d.”

One of the life-lessons in the final book of the Torah
is to realise how often we blame our stresses and fail-
ures on others, with justified reasoning. Moses had
every reason to blame the Israelites for his shattered
dream and inner anguish but instead of blaming
them, he blessed them - and was therefore called a
“Man of G-d”.

By choosing to bless instead of blame, we too will be
worthy of being called a “Man of G-d”.

RITA LEWIS

THIS YEAR the fast day of Tisha B’Av, 
(the 9th of Av) which coincidentally falls
on Tuesday, the 9th day of August is
known as the “saddest day in Jewish his-
tory”.

As with all Jewish festivals and fasts, it
starts on the previous night, in this case
on Monday night and continues on to
Tuesday evening. (See the schedule of
fasting times above).

On this day the Book of Lamentations
is traditionally read, followed by the kin-
not, a series of liturgical lamentations. 

In some Sephardi communities, it is
also customary to read the Book of Job.

The fast primarily commemorates sev-
eral events focusing on the destruction of
both the First and Second Temples in
Jerusalem which although occurring 656
years apart, happened on the same day. 

The day also recalls other tragedies
which have befallen the Jewish people:
the sin of 10 of the 12 spies sent by Moses
who spoke disparagingly about the Land
of Canaan - the Promised Land.  

The Torah relates how only two of the
spies - Joshua and Caleb - brought a posi-
tive report back, while the others spoke
disparagingly about the Land. This
caused the Children of Israel to despair of
ever entering the “Promised Land”. 

For this lack of trust and faith in G-d’s
promise that they would inherit the Land,
they were punished by G-d: their genera-
tion would not be allowed to enter it. 

Another tragedy was when the Romans
crushed Bar Kochbar’s revolt and

destroyed the city of Betar, in the process
killing over 100 000 Jews in 132 AD. 

During Jewish history there have been
other calamities which are also associat-
ed with the pain suffered on Tisha B’Av. 

The First Crusade was declared by
Pope Urban in 1095, killing 10 000 Jews in
the first month and destroying Jewish
communities

Other dreadful occurrences were when
Jews were expelled from England in 1290
and later from Spain in 1492.

The First World War broke out, causing
unprecedented devastation across Eu-
rope and set the stage for the Second
World War and the killing of six million
Jews (and many other people as well). 

During the Holocaust, it was also on the
day of Tisha B’Av 1942, that the mass
deportation began of Jews from the
Warsaw Ghetto. 

The fast basically follows the rules of
those kept on Yom Kippur: the prohibi-
tion against eating or drinking, bathing,
applying creams or oils, wearing leather
shoes and having physical relations. 

These are some of the same mourning
customs which are observed in the shiva
period immediately following the death of
a close relative. These include sitting on
low stools, refraining from work and not
greeting others in a loud manner.

According to the Orthodox-Mizrachi
establishment, combat soldiers are ab-
solved of fasting on Tisha B’Av on the
basis that it can endanger their lives. The
latest of such decrees were issued during
the Second Lebanon War by leading rab-
binical authorities in Israel.

Tisha B’Av – it’s the saddest
day in Jewish history
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DAVID SAKS
PHOTOGRAPH: ANN HARRIS

IN ADDITION to the economic
plight of the country as a whole,
HIV/Aids and illness in general
has greatly added to the daily hard-
ship of life in Zimbabwe. Parti-
cularly poignant is the plight of
countless children who as a result
have no-one to care for them. 

For several hundred such chil-
dren, last month’s opening of a
small library in Bulawayo provided
a much-needed educational and
recreational facility. Perhaps even
more importantly, however, it de-
monstrated that there are people,
not just across the border but
across the ocean as well and of dif-
ferent races and creeds, who still
care about them. 

The opening of the Rabbi Moshe
Library at Bulawayo’s Vulindledla
Youth Centre, took place on July 25,
in the presence of Bulawayo Mayor
Councillor T P Moyo and other dig-
nitaries. Named after Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft, spiritual leader and
CEO of the African Jewish Con-
gress (AJC), it brought to fruition a
trans-continental partnership in-
volving the AJC, Australian Books
for Children in Africa (ABCA) and
the Support Group of Families of
Terminally Ill (Sgofoti). 

The latter was founded and is co-
headed by Ruth Bolnick-Feigen-
baum, a prominent member of the
local Jewish community of many
years’ standing.

The origins of the project go
back several years, when Sheryl
Furman, formerly of Marquard in

the Free State, sent Rabbi
Silberhaft several hundred books
on behalf of ABCA for distribution
in Zimbabwe. 

After discussing the matter with
Feigenbaum, it was decided to give
half to Sgofoti and the remainder
to primary schools in Bulawayo.
An approach was then made to
ABCA to donate a larger consign-
ment of books to Sgofoti, with the
aim of establishing a library for
primary school learners. 

In Australia, David Grieves duly
undertook to provide this on behalf
of ABCA. As part of his fundrais-
ing effort, he sold bookmarks made
out of original Zimbabwean cur-
rency notes from the hyper-infla-
tion years.

The American Jewish Joint Dis-
tribution Committee also chipped
in by contributing towards the
transport of the books, over 3 000 of
which were ultimately sent, and
shelving for the library. 

Grieves, Rabbi Silberhaft and
AJC executive member Ann Har-
ris, travelled to Bulawayo to take

part in the opening function. The
latter commenced with prayers
from representatives of the Jewish,
Christian and Muslim communi-
ties, delivered by Hylton Solomon,
president of the Bulawayo Hebrew
Congregation; Father Day; and
Sheikh Ishmail Jassat. 

Afterwards, short addresses
were given by the mayor, Grieves,
Feigenbaum and Rabbi Silberhaft,
and the 300 children then sang tra-
ditional songs. A film crew from
the SABC was also present to
record the occasion, with a view to
its inclusion in a documentary,
scheduled to be shown in
November.

In her closing remarks Patricia
Tshabalala, who co-heads the run-
ning of Sgofoti with Feigenbaum,
spoke with particular warmth
about “her rabbi”, Rabbi Silberhaft. 

She stressed how much the
library meant to the children in her
care, since they now had a sanctu-
ary in which to “hide from the evils
of this world”, increase their
knowledge and no longer be lonely.

DAVID SAKS

ATTACKS ON Jewish installa-
tions in South Africa happen very
seldom in comparison with most
other Diaspora countries. It is sel-
dom that shuls or communal cen-
tres are targeted for so-called hate
crimes, which can range from
arson attacks to the mere daubing
of offensive graffiti. 

Unfortunately, while the Jew-
ish living tend on the whole to be
left in peace, the same is not true
for the Jewish departed.
Cemetery vandalism impacts on
all faith communities in South
Africa, but the evidence suggests
that Jewish graves tend to be
especially singled out for wanton
destruction.

The most recent act of mass des-
ecration has occurred in the
Ermelo Jewish cemetery. In what
an unnamed municipal official
described as a “planned act” by
unknown perpetrators, some 35 of
the cemetery’s 85 tombstones were
toppled, and three of those have
reportedly gone missing. 

The attack is believed to have
been carried out on the night of

July 21. According to the source,
the perpetrators had been well
equipped, since it was clear that a
lot of force had been used.

There was no direct evidence,
such as in the form of offensive
graffiti, that the attack was moti-
vated by anti-Semitism. However,
the fact that only Jewish graves
were targeted, strongly suggests
an anti-Semitic motivation. 

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, whose
country communities department
within the SAJBD is responsible
for maintaining some 220 country
Jewish cemeteries, said that a pho-
tographic assessment of the extent
of the damage was currently being
conducted. 

Afterwards, as has already been
done in many Jewish cemeteries
around the country, all the tomb-
stones, whether damaged or not,
would be laid flat in a bed of con-
crete to prevent future vandalism. 

He added that any contributions
towards this from former mem-
bers of the Ermelo Jewish commu-
nity or their descendants, would
be greatly welcomed. He can be
contacted in this regard at
moshe@beyachad.co.za. 

Rabbi Silberhaft, David Grieves and Sgofoti children inside the

library in Bulawayo.

An employ-

ee at the

cemetery in

Ermelo,

next to

some of the

vandalised

graves.
(PHOTGRAPH

SUPPLIED)

Bulawayo library named 
for Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft

Are Jewish graves singled
out for desecration?
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HOLOCAUST-ERA PROPERTY DATABASE BECOMES LARGEST

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

NEW YORK - A database of
Holocaust-era property re-
cords has become the largest
publicly available, single-
source database of lost Jewish
property assets from that era.

Project HEART-Holocaust Era
Asset Restitution Taskforce, an
initiative of the Jewish Agency
for Israel, in co-operation with
the government of Israel,
announced last week that the
database hit the 1,5 million mark
in the number of available
records.

The online database was
unveiled on May 1 with 500 000
records. The records have been
made available to help Jewish
families identify personal prop-
erty confiscated by the Nazis

and to help victims seek resti-
tution, according to the project.

The records include property
addresses, lists of homeown-
ers, professions, lists of known
confiscated properties, busi-
ness directories, insurance
policies and other archival
information.

"This is the first worldwide
list of property confiscated,
looted or forcibly sold during
the Holocaust era to be made
available to survivors and their
heirs," Anya Verkhovskaya,
HEART project director, said,
adding: "The response to the
database has been overwhelm-
ing, with approximately 100 000
hits happening each week."
(JTA)

ALISON GOLDBERG

IN THE battle to win the hearts
and minds of Africans, an anti-
Israel aid convoy is crossing
Africa to the Gaza Strip, to high-
light a perceived humanitarian
crisis there.

Al Quds and the Muslim
Judicial Council of South Af-
rica, who are steering the ex-
pedition, are not taking account
of the daily conveyance of some
5 000 tons of food, fuel and aid
from Israel into Gaza. In addi-
tion, say those who dispute the
“facts” behind the convoy’s
rationale, Israel provides 60 per
cent of Gaza’s electricity and
thousand of Gazans regularly
receive medical treatment in the

Jewish State.
According to the Muslim

Judicial Council, eight vehicles
left Cape Town last Friday and
were on their way to Johan-
nesburg from Port Elizabeth and
from there will leave for Malawi.
They plan to arrive in Gaza
towards the end of August.

The Meir Amit Intelligence and
Terrorism Information Centre,
on June 12 estimated 75 partici-
pants in the convoy. This could be
less, according to the MJC. It was
suggested by the organisers that
some of the participants and
cargo would be flown from
Durban to Alexandria on August
20. 

A cargo ship with aid left on
July 14 from Durban and is sched-

uled to arrive at the same time as
the land convoy.

The overland convoy was ini-
tially routed to pass through
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi,
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Sudan
and Egypt. Because of unrest in
Sudan and Kenya, the number of
convoy vehicles has apparently
been limited and they will now
pass through fewer countries on
their way to Egypt.

Another convoy has been
arranged by an NGO called the
South African Relief Agency
(SARA). The date of departure of
this convoy is unknown and has
apparently been delayed due to
difficulties in co-ordinating en-
trance into the Gaza Strip with
the Egyptian authorities.

‘Convoy to Gaza’ seems to
splutter along through Africa

MENDY RIMLER 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK
PHOTOGRAPH: WWW.IBTIMES.COM

CHABAD REPRESENTATIVES in
communities around the world
have launched a worldwide Talmud
study programme in memory of
Leiby Kletzky.

The eight-year-old Brooklyn boy was bru-
tally murdered on July 13 after he was kid-
napped when he asked someone to help him
find his way home. 

The tragedy left the local Jewish and
broader community devastated, with many
reaching out to do something to offset the
darkness of this tragedy.

The Leiby Kletzky Memorial Foundation,
established by Leiby’s parents, which has
succeeded in raising $247,983 in the two
weeks since its establishment in Leiby’s
memory, is one example of the prevalent
goodwill by anyone who has learned of this
tragedy. And now, thousands are expected to
dedicate Talmud study in his memory as
well.

Chabad representative in Cape Town,
Rabbi Asher Deren, first floated the idea on
an internal forum for Chabad shluchim.

“While studying the entire Mishna in
memory of the deceased is widespread,
rarely is the entire Talmud covered in the
individual’s memory,” explained Rabbi
Deren.

“But rarely was the international Jewish

community united in this way, when
Leiby’s shining face captured the
hearts of every Jewish person.”

The idea was developed by repre-
sentatives of Shluchim Exchange –
the Chabad shluchim’s intranet -
and will be implemented in cities
around the world At the site,
www.LeibyMemorial.com partici-
pants will have the option to study a

page, a section or an entire tractate of the
Talmud.

The site will serve as a 24-hour online sup-
port system for an international base of
Talmud learners. Without necessitating an
account or log-in, visitors can choose a por-
tion of the Talmud, access links to Talmud
lessons and record their achievements.
Periodic e-mails will remind participants
about their commitments.

For the uninitiated, the site offers the
option to learn just one page. In this manner,
“anyone can be a part of this programme”,
said Rabbi Simcha Backman, a key co-ordi-
nator in this project.

“This programme will unify all segments
of communities all around the world, in
memory of Leiby Kletzky,” said Backman,
director of Chabad in Glendale, California.

A full cycle of Talmud study will be com-
pleted at least once before the “Shloshim”
the 30th day of mourning for Leiby is over.

The goal of this project is to complete the
entire shas by the 10 Av - August 10.

• To participate, click on
http://www.leibymemorial.com/index.html

Eight-year-old

Leiby Kletzky.

couple of others, was for Zidel’s
ability to convey difficult concepts
and make them seem easy. 

Zidel has been lecturing on an ad
hoc basis at the school for 13 years.
He specialises in making business
calculations easy. He currently tea-
ches “Business Calculations Simp-
lified” and “The Principles of
Finance and Accounts” in three
courses at WBS: the Post-Graduate
Diploma, the Management Ad-
vancement and the MBA.

After completing his MBA at
WBS in 1993, Zidel was approached
by the school in 1996 to assist in
presenting the “Numeracy for
Managers” module of WBS’s cer-
tificate programme in manage-
ment development.

It was here that he realised that
“business calculation skills in com-
panies in South Africa are very
weak. Many employees have an
irrational fear of numbers.”

Zidel launched his first book on
the subject in 2001: “Basic Business
Calculations”. It was listed in
fourth position of the top selling
business books at Exclusive Books.

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED

DAVID ZIDEL (pictured) of the
Wits Business School has just been
given the best “part-time lecturer”
award for 2010 by the school. 

The award, one of a few given by
WBS every year to best part-time
and fulltime lecturers, along with a

So far it has sold over 16 000 copies
in South Africa.

His objective was to illustrate
how easy most business calcula-
tions are and that with minimum
skills, one can perform essential
business calculations. 

Both in his writing and lectur-
ing, he aims to rid people of their
fear of numbers. He wants to show
that “people can change their
approach to numbers and business
calculations from foe to friend”. 

Besides lecturing for WBS, he
lectures directly to companies. 

“Anyone who wants their staff to
understand the basics of business
calculations, income statements
and balance sheets. I usually take
them through a two-day course.”

Zidel also recently completed a
“Business Coaching” course
through WBS. 

In about two months’ time Zidel
plans to release another book, this
time on motivation generally,
called “Life on the Run”. The book
focuses on 18 steps to success.

After his MBA, he joined a con-
sulting company, specialising in
value creation. He developed finan-
cial models that reflected the oper-
ations of the company. This
enabled the company to do “what
if” analysis to measure the effect
certain decisions would have on
value created in the business. David Zidel.

David Zidel wins at
WBS ‘by the numbers’

Worldwide Talmud study
launch for Leiby Kletzky
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AROUND
THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

SUZANNE BELLING
TORAH ACADEMY FILE 
PHOTOGRAPHS

CYCALIVE THE annual relay bicy-
cle ride between Johannesburg and
Durban with grade 11 boys from
Torah Academy in Orchards, Pace
Secondary School and Moletsane
High School in Soweto, has expand-
ed to become a massive outreach
initiative in conjunction with the
Nelson Mandela Foundation
(NMF).

After last year’s ride, when
Cycalive became the first event on
the Nelson Mandela Day calendar,
some of the cyclists have become an
integral part in the diary of the
Nelson Mandela Foundation, which
included launching the 2011
Mandela Day, when they were
among selected schools at the
launch. 

Nelson Mandela Foundation spo-
kesman Sello Hatang, who, with
Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, dean of Torah
Academy, was instrumental in
making Cycalive an official event on

the NM Day calendar, has told the
rabbi: “We have a wonderful mar-
riage between NMF and Cycalive.”

Hatang offered to assist in involv-
ing businesses in the sponsorship
of Cycalive, while Rabbi Hazdan
pledged to direct 9 000 donated
exercise books, to nine underprivi-
leged schools chosen by the NMF.

NMF’s chief executive, Achmat
Dangor, said it remained the work
of the Foundation to effect change
within communities, empowering
them to change the world around
them.

Moshe Moch, one of Torah
Academy’s cyclists who will take
part in the Johannesburg to
Durban ride on August 21, has
described Madiba as “an interna-
tional icon for peace. He always
looks forward to the future and
never looks back in bitterness.”

He said Mandela had a proactive
approach. “We can learn from that
that we all have the power to
change the world.”

Moshe said Cycalive for grade 11
learners from different cultural

and religious backgrounds, had
undertaken a project which built
bridges; formed bonds among
young South Africans and their
respective communities; inspired
ubuntu, optimism and a commit-
ment to a common goal for the
future in this country.

Acts of goodness and kindness,
with a proactive approach, were a
challenge to every South African,
said Moshe, issuing this challenge.

Torah Academy was also invited
to participate in the launch involv-
ing university students and to the
inauguration of the SAA fleet of
aeroplanes bearing the Nelson
Mandela logo.

Cycalive  has employed a youth
development officer, Given Shi-
rinda, based at Torah Academy and
operating in the townships, to
broaden the scope of Cycalive, gen-
erating bursaries for learners,
regardless of race or denomination,
although preference will be given to
Cycalive participants.

“It is amazing that students, who
wear yarmulkes and tzitzit and who

are steeped in Torah values, are in
the forefront of these outreach
projects,” said Rabbi Hazdan.

He announced that this year’s
Cycalive ride will include two
learners from Durban, who will fly
to Johannesburg and ride back to
their hometown, and cyclists from
Beit Shemesh in Israel, who are
coming to South Africa under the
auspices of Partnership 2000, to
afford them the opportunity of par-
ticipating in a bridge-building and
“ubuntu” project. 

The previously disadvantaged
musicians from the Field Band
Foundation will give the cyclists a
send-off from Torah Academy on
Sunday, August 21.

They will be met in Durban by
municipal officials and the Durban
Field Band after a procession
through the streets of that city on
Thursday, August 25.

Rabbi Hazdan, TA Boys’ High
School principal, Rabbi Motti
Hadar and Pace principal, Dan
Zimba, will accompany the cyclists
on the journey.

Cycalive with the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation, spreads outreach wings

Cyclists setting off from Torah Academy in last year’s Cycalive.

Grade 11 participants in

this month’s Cycalive:

Thando Sithebe (Pace

Commercial Secondary

School); Stanley Khanye

(Moletsane High

School); and Moshe

Moch (Torah Academy

Boys’ High School), at

the launch of the 2011

Nelson Mandela Day

events. 

IN WAKE OF NORWAY
ATTACK, JEWISH SUMMER
CAMPS TO GET BRIEFING

WASHINGTON - The Security
Community Network is conven-
ing a conference call for organis-
ers of Jewish camps and travel
programmes, in the wake of the
Norway massacre.

The call, which is set to take
place this week, will feature
security experts, including SCN
director Paul Goldenberg.

"This unprecedented violent
and targeted attack against a
youth camp sent shock waves
around the world," said a flyer
sent out by the network, which is
funded by the Jewish Fede-
rations of North America.

The attacker killed 68 people,
including youths as young as 14,
in a shooting spree at a camp
near Oslo, as well as eight people
in a bombing in downtown Oslo.

“The targeting of children, the
sheer number of casualties and
duration of the attack left many
questioning, 'How could this hap-
pen?!’” SCN said in its flyer.
“While a mass shooting event is
a rare occurrence and unlikely
event, by their very nature,
camps in general remain a vul-
nerable 'soft target' that have
been the target of past terror
plots and attacks."

Along with Goldenberg, the
call will include commentary
from William Ryan, a protective
security adviser at the US
Department of Homeland Se-
curity, and Jeffrey Slotnick, a
security adviser to SCN. (JTA)
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THE TRIP down Memory Lane that Isaac
Reznik took everyone on at the Zionist
Luncheon Club last Friday when he talked
about “Radio then and radio today”, bore
testimony again not only how phenomenal
his memory is, but also how easily we can
forget things.

Reznik who used no notes, never showed
a single moment of hesitation as he jumped
from programme to programme; announc-
er to announcer; person to person, recall-
ing the names of the different producers,
well-known actors, film stars and other
personalities who were, in their time,
household names.

Reznik started at the very beginning of
radio when, in 1935 under Isadore W
Schlesinger, the first ever broadcast was
made - from what was then Broadcast
House in the Johannesburg CBD. (The
building has since been turned into a ware-
house.)

A year later, the then government took
over broadcasting rights and disallowed
anything but church services to be aired on
Sundays.

As an alternative to the restrictive pro-
gramming, LM Radio came into being,
aired from (then) Lourenco Marques, while
Springbok Radio started as the first com-
mercial radio station in South Africa.

With Eric Egan – the first Springbok
Radio presenter – radio came alive with the
soon added attraction of quizzes, plays, talk
shows and soapies, which were imported

from the US and Australia.
Reznik interspersed his talk with ques-

tions to his audience, such as: “Who
remembers this or that from the Goon
Show?; Men from the Ministry; Consider
your Verdict; a programme much loved by
women, From Crystal with Love”, etc. 

Despite there being some 50 or 60 people
in the room and all coming from that age
group, few people were able to answer any
of the questions posed – although everyone
eventually recalled the events, pro-
grammes and personalities.

Many in the audience nodded their
heads in recognition at the mention of
what were at the time, household names
such as Gordon Mulholland; Sydney
James; Spike Milligan; Paul Temple;
Marjorie Gordon; Paddy O’Byrne; Muriel
Alexander; Percy Baneshik, etc.

Reznik recalled how no tea or coffee was
allowed into the studios in case something
was spilt and made a noise while broad-
casting was in progress.

The year 1982 brought an end to this type
of radio, which had been, and until then
still was, such a powerful medium. 

Television – which had started in 1976 in
South Africa – was fast taking over from
radio.

Reznik talked about the start of this new
medium, which brought – and brings -
instantaneous news and views to the entire
world, as well as a host of other entities.

He said television had taken over where
radio had left off, flighting popular soapies
like Dallas, Rich Man Poor Man and World

at War. 
He regretted many of the changes which

occurred, such as the bad standard of
announcers, the lowering of the quality of
many previously excellent programmes
and the inevitable takeover of the Internet.

In his vote of thanks to Reznik, Ivor
Davis said Reznick was a mine of informa-
tion, “bringing back memories of events,
people and entertainment almost long for-
gotten”.

There’s a belief that an elephant never
forgets – seemingly, neither does Isaac
Reznik. He is the consummate “knower of
what’s going on”.

Reznik takes audience
on a nostalgic trip 

Isaac Reznik recalls a lifetime of radio mem-

ories.

Dr Simmy Swartz with sisters Leah Light and Matti Halpern.

Benny Jubiler thinks about the films.Stella Brouwer and Toube Sacke.

Ivor Davis with Helen Wolfson.Salome Moffson, Bess Havar and Laura Sher.

Hymie Sacks,

Benny Jubiler

and Gideon

Shimoni.

Three friends with a

total age of 202,

Zaggy Zagnoev; Isaac

Joffe, South African

Over 80s tennis cham-

pion in 2005; with

renowned gynaecolo-

gist, Herbie Kramer.
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JOHANNESBURG

From Sylvia Shapshak, about her grand-
mother’s shop:

“I do not think I ever saw Granny write any-
thing down, but she had a fantastic memory
and was an excellent business woman. She
was probably dyslexic as it ran in her par-
ents’ family.

“She had been left a widow at an early age
- my grandfather Victor Nohr died at the age
of 45 in 1921 - and she had six daughters to
bring up, the youngest only about four years. 

“She had come out from Latvia to join my
grandfather with the four daughters she
then had; two more daughters were born in
Johannesburg. She never spoke English
properly, but nevertheless coped well. 

“When she was left in Riga for several
years, she opened a shop to support herself
and her children.

“Granny Nohr was a competent woman.
She cooked well without ever using a recipe.
When asked, she explained you need a
‘bisela’ of this or that. She coped with look-
ing after a small granddaughter (that ‘s me)”. 

JOHANNESBURG/MAYFAIR

From Tutsie Wexler:

“Whenever one sees a Mayfairite, it’s like
water in the desert. The past immediately
comes up and people are discussed, those liv-
ing as well as those who have passed on.

“Like a kaleidoscope, all these wonderful
people wade through my poor fading memo-
ry, hence these stories before I forget.

“Them, with all their traditional love of
Judaism with its heimische rebbe, catering
delights, tzolent, kishke, kreplach, kitke,
hamantashen, lokshen, farfel, oneg Shabbat,
imbued my generation with all that is good. 

“A good deal of this, I am happy to write,
has been instilled into our offspring, our
congregations and our fellow South African
Jews, with whom we come into contact.

“As in the American Pete Smith’s
‘Passing Parade’ supporting programme
movie shorts of yesteryear, so I must end
my very own ‘Nechticer Yorren’ with
respect to those who have passed on and
‘good health’ to those lucky enough to still
be around. Finally, to all survivors, what
about an exchange of photographs?”

TO THE PEOPLE OF ROBERTSON

From Marc Kopman: Die Oude Kombuis
Restaurant:

“Last December, I visited your lovely town
to view one of our client’s wine farms in the
area and when I was finished there, I took
the opportunity to explore the town for var-
ious places of interest including the syna-
gogue as well as the Jewish cemetery.

“For the past 29 years having lived both in
the Free State and Eastern Cape Border and
having travelled extensively across south-
ern Africa, I developed my hobby of re-
searching/photographing Jewish commu-
nities in the ‘platteland’.

“I eventually came across the excellent
restaurant (most impressive chef and serv-
ice including the fine shop) and on my way
out noticed above the exit archway the
words ‘shalom’ painted there in red. 

“Being Jewish, I know this to be a greet-
ing as well as a farewell, but I am intrigued
and curious to how it got there.

“Looking forward in anticipation to any
explanation on this.”

* This town is about 180 km north-east of
Cape Town in the Breede Rivier Valley. It is
named after Dr William Robertson, the first
Dutch Reformed minister in Clanwilliam
and later Swellendam (1834-71).

ORPHANS IN THE 2ND WORLD WAR 

From Don Krausz:

“In the closing months of the Second World

War, the Swedish Red Cross received per-
mission from Heinrich Himmler to take
about 7 000 Jews from the German concen-
tration camps to Sweden. My mother and
sister were included among these miracu-
lously saved people. 

“Eventually my mother, sister and I
were united with each other and joined her
family, most of who were living in South
Africa.

“My mother tried to remain in contact
with those whom she had befriended in the
concentration camps. She received a letter
from a Rebbetzen Duckash who had also
reached Sweden and was involved there
with the welfare of Jewish orphans rescued
from the camps.

“At that time General Jannie Smuts was
prime minister. A group of orphans from
Germany had been brought into the country
and was absorbed by the local Afrikaans
and German communities.

“My mother was then contacted by Mrs

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

Duckash who requested that my mother
make enquiries on behalf of the Jewish
orphans for whom she was caring in
Sweden. At that time the Aliens Act which
limited immigration into South Africa, was
still in effect.

“My mother contacted the Jewish Board
of Deputies who in turn directed their
enquiries to the relevant (government)
department at the Union Buildings. 

“Eventually an answer was received
informing the Board of the decision by the
government to allow a number of Jewish
orphans from Sweden into South Africa.
However, they stipulated that such orphans
could not be older than 13 years.

“My mother was only too happy to convey
this news of the compassion of the South
African government to Mrs Duckash, but
within a short while the horrible truth
became clear:  There were no Jewish
orphans below that age among the 7 000
Jewish survivors in Sweden.”

PETER FELDMAN

TENSION IS mounting as the Absa Jewish
Achiever Awards reaches its climax next
Thursday, August 11, when the winners of
the seven awards will be announced. 

A “first” this year is that previous winners
will hand over the awards to current win-
ners, which makes a wonderful change from
previous events.

The judges have made their decisions and
the feedback has been tremendous. They said
entries - as ever - were of a particularly high
standard and they had great difficulty in
selecting the winners. They indicated that a
Special Award will also be made on the night.

The three business awards were judged by
a strong panel which operated independent-
ly of the SA Jewish Report. It was also audit-
ed by PKS, an independent company.

The judges this year were Steven Blend, a
renowned South African and international
entrepreneur; Oscar Jacobsohn, relations
executive at Absa Bank; Geoff Rothschild,
executive director of the Johannesburg
Stock Exchange; and Dr (Deenadayalen) Len
Konar, a director of several top companies.
The convener was financial executive,
Norman Lowenthal, who had no voting
power.

The other awards were judged by mem-
bers of the Board of the SA Jewish Report.

The names of the previous award winners
- an elite group of people - who will hand over
the prizes are:

Mr Justice Arthur Chaskalson, former
chief justice and president of the Con-
stitutional Court, who will present the Helen
Suzman Lifetime Achiever Award. Business
legend Solly Krok will present the Special
Award. Dr Ali Bacher will present the Sports/
Arts/Science & Culture Award. Adrian Gore,
CEO of Discovery, will present the
Community Service Award. Ann Harris wife
of the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris will pres-
ent the Cyril Harris Humanitarian Award.

Stephen Koseff, CEO of Investec, will hand
over the Johnnie Walker Entrepreneur
Award. Eric Samson, chairman of Macsteel,
will present the Absa Non-Listed Company

Award and Brett Levy of Blue Label
Telecoms will present the Absa Listed
Company Award.

The guest speaker is Mandy Wiener, the
Talk Radio 702 journalist and best-selling
author of “Killing Kebble”, who will talk
about her book and her work.

Another well-known name to grace the
Absa Jewish Achiever Awards is popular
entertainer Harry Sideropoulos, who will
serve as MC and also do his own musical
thing.

A musical diversion will be provided by
the attractive duo, Violation, who specialise
in melodic jazz-classical sounds. They are
Jean-Louise and Lizzie Rennie.

The Absa Jewish Achiever Awards, which
is the most prestigious event on the Jewish
social and business calendar, has received a
record number of 144 entries this year. 

The awards presented on the night are:
Business – Absa Listed Company Award
Business – Absa Non-listed Company

Award
Business – Johnnie Walker Entrepreneur

award 
The Helen Suzman Lifetime Achiever

Award
The Community Service Award 
The Arts Science, Sports & Culture Award
The Cyril Harris Humanitarian Award –

the recipient of this award could come
from either the Jewish or non-Jewish
community.

An attractive violinist duo, consisting 

of Jean-Louise and Lizzie Rennie, calling

themselves Violation, will provide 

musical diversion during the evening.
(PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED)

The countdown to Jewish
Achiever Awards function



LIONEL SLIER

JOURNALIST David Bullard’s (pictured)
disdain for political correctness – as
strong today as ever – got him famously –
or infamously – fired as a highly popular
columnist of 14 years, on the mass circu-
lation Sunday Times, for perceived
racism. 

He didn’t hide his disdain for the way
the paper handled the matter, calling
newspapers “the real threat” to media
freedom. He called our papers “an insult
to our intellectual capital”. 

Bullard regaled a packed house audi-
ence at Second Innings recently about his
sacking in his column, “Out To Lunch”.

His columns have been collected into
three volumes and when the third book

appeared, after he was sacked in 2008,
Mondli Makhanya, the then editor of the
paper who had sacked him, wrote a rec-
ommendation: “David Bullard’s weekly
‘Out to Lunch’ column is the finest exam-
ple of the benefits of a free and unshack-
led press. Let’s hope it continues to be so.”

“I want to speak about the media and
local perceptions,“ he told his audience.
“Dominic Strauss Kahn was the head of
the International Monetary Fund, who
was sitting on a Paris bound plane at the
airport in New York on a Friday, when he
was hauled off by American police and
taken to jail, charged with the rape of a
maid at the hotel where he had been stay-
ing.” 

Kahn had been challenging Nicolas
Sarkozy for the presidency of France and

he had also been asking European coun-
tries to cut back on their expenditure.

“On the Monday (after the Friday
arrest), Kahn was shown on American
TV, unshaven and wearing the same shirt
that he had on when he was arrested and
doing what is called the ‘perp walk’. The
‘perp walk’ is when the perpetrator is
paraded in front of the world’s cameras,
when the prosecution feel they have a rea-
sonable case against a person. 

“So Kahn was judged by the media
there and considered as being guilty,
regardless of the evidence still to be led.”

Kahn (who resigned his IMF position) will
never get his job back, nor his reputation.

“This,” said Bullard, “is exactly the
same as being called a racist in South
Africa. When I was judged by the Sunday
Times to be racist, posters were displayed
all over town and this was done by the
paper, just so they would look good.”

Added Bullard: “I had been asked to do
a charity auction, but the advertising
agency organising the auction, cancelled
it as they had been informed that black
people objected to being in the same room
as a racist. 

“I must have been at over 40 meetings to
give my side of the story, but innocence
does not exist in my case.”

Talking about the Public Information
Bill before a parliamentary committee at
present, Bullard thought it was encourag-
ing that the Bill was actually being debat-
ed, because politicians liked to keep their
information secret. 

“But,” he added, “the real threat to
press freedom here is coming from the
newspapers themselves. 

“If I look at some of the stuff that is
printed, the sort of drivel and the dumb-
ing down and you mark the interesting
things in green, you will find very little
green,” he asserted.

“The trouble in South Africa is to get
the demographics right. As in sports, the
government has decreed that 80 per cent
of the staff have to be black. There is the
complaint that companies on the Stock
Exchange are 78 per cent white owned. In
1994 we had a democratic election, so
what difference does it make how the
wealth in the country is created and what
the colour of the skin is? 

“I don’t mind if the entire JSE was run
by competent black management as long
as wealth is created.”

About the future, Bullard said: “The
Internet is going to be here. Potential audi-
ences will get news on Facebook and
Twitter and yet the government is plan-
ning to punish the media. It is 15 years out
of date. It is living in Cloud-Cuckoo Land.”  

8 SA JEWISH REPORT 05 - 12 August 2011

AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

David Bullard still unrepentant, still out to lunch...

(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY WWW.BOOKSLIVE.CO.ZA)

JONATHAN POLLARD UNDERGOES

'URGENT' SURGERY

BUTNER - Convicted spy for Israel
Jonathan Pollard, was taken to a civilian
hospital to undergo what was described
in reports as "urgent" surgery.

Pollard was removed on Tuesday from
the federal prison in Butner, North
Carolina, for the surgery, according to
Israeli news sites. The prison would not
confirm that Pollard had been taken to a
hospital. 

Pollard has been in poor health, includ-
ing a deterioration of his kidney prob-
lems. His wife, Esther, had come from
Israel to North Carolina to visit him
before the surgery.

Israel's ambassador to the United
States, Michael Oren, visited Pollard in
prison last week. Pollard called on Oren
to seek his release from President Barack
Obama.

Pollard was not allowed to visit his
father on his deathbed or to attend his
father's funeral earlier this summer,
despite appeals from Israeli officials and
supporters.

Pollard was a US Navy civilian analyst
when he was arrested in 1985 for spying
for Israel. He is serving a life sentence.
(JTA)
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BLOOMBERG TO MUSLIM LEADERS: 'SHALOM ALAIKUM'

NEW YORK - New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, acci-
dentally addressed Muslim lead-
ers at a Ramadan gathering with
a "Shalom".

Bloomberg apparently had
intended to say “Salaam alei-
kum”, a traditional Arabic greet-
ing, to those gathered at the July
27 event at New York's police
headquarters. But instead the

mayor said, "Shalom alaikum".
“Well, it's common to both reli-

gions," Imam Omar Abunamous
of the Islamic Cultural Center of
New York told the New York
Daily News. "They are the same
thing. The same idea."

Like its Arabic counterpart,
the Hebrew phrase "Shalom ale-
ichem" is a greeting that means
"peace be upon you". (JTA)

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH
BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

CAPE TOWN sisters Mikhaela and
Erin Levitas plan to summit Mount
Kilimanjaro from August 9 – 16, as
part of a 20-strong team of climbers
from around the world who hope to
raise $1 million for Israeli organisa-
tion Save a Child’s Heart (SACH). 

SACH brings children from all
over the developing world - many
from Africa - to Israel to have life-
saving heart surgery that they are
unable to have in their home coun-
tries and creates centres of compe-
tence in these countries. 

SACH was started by paediatric
heart surgeon Ami Cohen who died
of altitude sickness on Kiliminjaro
10 years ago. It is as a memorial to
him that Climb Your Heart Out:
Mount Kilimanjaro 2011, hopes to
raise the money to save the lives of
100 African children - the largest
fundraiser in the organisation’s 
15-year history.

While law student Mikhaela (23)
is an experienced climber, having
done “Kili” before and having just
returned from a three-week expedi-
tion ice-climbing in the Himalayas,
personal trainer-in-training Erin
(22) does regular hikes up Table
Mountain but hasn’t tackled the
“big names” before. Nevertheless,
she is “very excited” at the prospect,
particularly at going with a sister
who has “been there, done that”.

“Kilimanjaro’s always been on
my ‘bucket list’ - so hopefully, I can
tick that one off,” she laughs.
“Basically, we’re just very excited

to have an opportunity to bond,”
they say in unison. 

The girls were taken up Table
Mountain in backpacks from a
young age, so climbing is second
nature to them. “It’s pretty much
my passion and what I do every
weekend,” says Mikhaela who is
chairman of the UCT Mountain
and Ski Club. 

Erin, who is dyslexic and has
written a book about her school
experiences and gives motivational
talks on children with special
needs, agrees that the persever-
ance she has developed along the
way will stand her in good stead for
this challenge. “I think I cope best
in difficult situations,” she reflects.  

The pair will meet the SACH
team in Arusha at the base of
Kilimanjaro, where they will start
the climb. Mikhaela has estab-
lished an NGO, African Ascent
Project, in nearby Moshi that
clothes and improves the quality of
life of the porters accompanying

climbers up Kilimanjaro and is also
providing the equipment for doctors
joining the climb. 

Porters sometimes die on the
mountain due to inadequate cloth-
ing and this is what inspired her to
become involved. The hut that
houses the clothing at the base will
bear the name of Ami Cohen and
SACH. 

As to the particular challenges of
ascending Africa’s highest peak 
(5 895 metres), Mikhaela considers
altitude to be the most daunting. “I
struggle with (it) - hopefully Erin’s
not going to have any issues. 

To qualify for selection, each par-
ticipant had to raise $10 000 - the cost
of saving one child’s life - and be in a
fit condition to undertake such an
expedition. The girls pay tribute to
the generosity of the Cape Town
community in this regard and par-
ticularly to Eric and Sheila Samson. 

Mikhaela has volunteered at the
SACH house in Israel on two occa-
sions, helping to provide a loving
environment for the children who
have come for heart surgery. Both
girls plan to offer their services
there in the near future and stress
that anyone is welcome to visit or
volunteer. 

SACH runs leadership pro-
grammes for young people in Israel
and trains doctors from around the
world, including from the Pales-
tinian Authority, in cardiac sur-
gery.  

If you wish to donate to 
the ongoing SACH campaign, 
please contact Esta Levitas at 
levitas@mweb.co.za, 082-561-1586 or
www.saveachildsheart.org 

THE ISRAEL Centre’s second
Red Carpet Aliyah Flight depart-
ed for Israel on Monday July 25,
with 18 eager olim. This was the
beginning of their journey
home.

In a media release the Israel
Centre said that at the farewell
held for the olim, Nathanel
Gozlan the Netzer shaliach, told
the olim: “It is a courageous and
hard decision that you have all
made, but congratulations and
welcome home. I look forward to
seeing you in our homeland.”

Our oldest oleh on our Aliyah
Summer Flight was Mannie
Kotzen who will be turning 90
this year. Mannie left South
Africa on his own to join up with
his son and the rest of his family
in Israel, after 40 years of being
apart. What a remarkable feat -
only 90 years young and starting
a new life in Israel!

We wish our olim the best of
luck in starting their new lives in
Eretz Yisrael. 

• For more details on our next
Aliyah Flight departing on
October 24, contact the Israel
Centre on (011) 645-2560 or e-mail
Aliyah@israelcentre.co.za

Mikhaela and Erin Levitas plan

to summit Mount Kilimanjaro to

raise funds for Israeli organisa-

tion Save a Child’s Heart.

Mannie Kotzen was the oldest

oleh on the flight.

On a flight full of hope
and spirit, to Israel

Symbolic climb of Kilimanjaro
‘to save a child’s heart’
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

WOMEN’S DAY in our country, which is next
Tuesday, is reason for celebrating women and
their achievements, and the progress they have
made over centuries to achieve full equality in
societies which often relegated them to second
class status. 

Women’s rights to equality are not something
men should confer on them as a “privilege”. They
are inherent, and were realised over centuries of
struggle. We look with a wry smile today at the
bra-burning and other features of the Women’s
Lib movement of the ’60s. Like any revolution, it
went overboard at times. But it was necessary to
make the point, even if it seems quaint history
today.

There was also an opposing image of women at
that time, against which Women’s Libbers were
rebelling, epitomised by ubiquitous posters of a
pretty little housewife at home wielding her “pre-
cious” Hoover and sporting a smile, as if it fully
satisfied her needs of self-expression. That image
also seems quaint today.

The older generation of black women in South
Africa and Jewish women have much in common -
both have an innate strength. The former held
their families together in far-flung rural areas
while their men were away for months and years
in the cities and mines working as migrant labour-
ers; Jewish women did this in “der heim”, in the
old countries of Eastern Europe - Lithuania,
Belarus, etc - where they raised families and often
ran businesses under conditions of poverty and
pogroms while their men were out seeking a liv-
ing. 

This quality continues in their descendants here
and elsewhere. One doesn’t think of Jewish
women as lightweights, but as a force to be reck-
oned with, both as individuals and in powerful
women’s organisations active in South African
Jewry over a long period of time.

But sadly, Women’s Day also carries a sombre
message - that the rate of rape of women in South
Africa is among the highest in the world. It is a
reality of which we should be utterly ashamed. 

Scholarly studies such as one at Georgetown
University in the United States say that “according
to studies compiled by Interpol, an international
organisation co-ordinating police co-operation in
member states, more rapes are committed in South
Africa per capita than in any other country in the
world”.

The government-funded Medical Research
Foundation is reported on the Rape Survivor
Journey website as saying in a truly astounding
2010 study that in Gauteng, more than 37 per cent
of men said they had raped a woman. Nearly seven
per cent of the 487 men surveyed said they had
participated in a gang rape. 

Rape is not about sex, but power and its achieve-
ment through violence. The rape statistics are a
sign our society contains alarming underlying vio-
lence, which is sometimes latent but which is easi-
ly provoked. 

Women’s Day is as much about men - or perhaps
even more - as about women. As a poster seen on
street poles in Johannesburg puts it: “REAL MEN
don’t abuse their women!” 

We have a great historical example of women’s
combined action in this country - in 1956, 20 000
marched together to Pretoria’s Union Buildings to
protest the apartheid government’s pass laws. It is
difficult today to understand what guts it took to
do that under the oppressive regime of the time.
They weren’t marching specifically for women’s
issues, but they were women. A well-known slogan
grew out of that event - “Wathint’ abafazi, wathint’
imbokodo” (“You strike the woman, you strike the
rock”). 

There is no more meaningful task for women
today than to stand together in their hundreds of
thousands and demand that the scourge of rape be
addressed urgently and vigorously. Men should
follow their lead, also in their hundreds of thou-
sands. 

Perhaps it could start with a new women’s
march, and not stop until the message gets
through, and true leadership arises from the gov-
ernment or elsewhere with the courage and deter-
mination to do something about the stain on our
society rape represents. Women’s Day would be a
fitting beginning for such a campaign, and a trib-
ute to the immense power of women when they
choose to use it.

Women: still 
a long walk to

freedom LESLIE SUSSER 
JERUSALEM  

THE WAVE of protests sweeping Israel
is about much more than the lack of
affordable housing: It’s a grass-roots
demand for the major redistribution of
the nation’s wealth.

In social terms, protesters are calling
for a more caring government attuned
to the needs of young, middle-class citi-
zens who serve in the army, pay heavy
taxes and provide the engine driving
the country’s burgeoning economy.

In economic terms, it is a call for the
reversal of nearly three decades of fis-
cal conservatism at the expense of
social services such as education,
health and welfare, as well as an appeal
against eroding salaries and rising
prices.

In other words, the protesters are
demanding that today’s thriving free-
market Israel use its wealth to create
conditions for a restoration of at least
some elements of the long-defunct
Israeli welfare state.

As an estimated 150 000 people
demonstrated last Saturday night in 12
locations across the country, the cen-
tral theme was a demand for “social
justice”. To some, it was reminiscent of
the student revolt in Paris in the late
1960s: an alliance of students, workers
and, in the Israeli case, a large, finan-
cially strapped middle class of people
mostly in their 20s and 30s, demanding
a new economic order.

But there were key differences: In the
Israeli case, there was no violence.
Instead, there was a veiled, largely
unspoken threat: that if the govern-
ment fails to act and middle-class peo-
ple continue to struggle to make ends
meet, many more of the best and
brightest would leave for countries
where there is no defence burden and
it’s easier to make a living.

As the protests entered their third
week, the great Israeli paradox loomed
large: Never has the country been eco-
nomically stronger, yet never have so
many of its young people felt so frus-
trated at their own personal financial
status.

The current situation is partly a
result of a constitutional lacuna. 

In the mid-1990s, a number of basic
laws were passed - together they are
eventually meant to form the basis of a
constitution for Israel. One of the laws,
on the dignity and freedom of man,
enshrined property rights, but a bal-
ancing companion act on social rights
continues to be held up. It would deal
with issues like the right to housing,
education, health and welfare, and set
parameters of state responsibility for
their provision.

The bill again is on the agenda, pro-
moted by Meretz Knesset member
Zahava Gal-On.

But the country’s current socio-eco-
nomic predicament goes much deeper
than any law; it is the result of more
than two decades of a virtually consis-
tent small government economic policy.

The turning point came in 1985, with
inflation running at over 450 per cent
per annum. It became clear that Israel
could no longer afford to maintain the
old-style, government-subsidised wel-
fare state.

The economic stability plan intro-
duced by then-Prime Minister Shimon
Peres and then Finance Minister
Yitzhak Modai, entailed stringent cuts
in government spending. With its dra-
matic success in saving the economy,
the small government approach quick-
ly became economic orthodoxy.

The economic buzzword in the 1990s
was privatisation, started by the Likud,
taken on board by Labour and then
accelerated by Benjamin Netanyahu.

When he first became prime minister
in 1996, Netanyahu spoke of a thin
man, the private sector, tottering
under the weight of a fat man, the
public sector, and vowed to turn
things around. 

Netanyahu had a strong ideological
commitment to free market forces,
privatising government companies
and outsourcing social services.

This meant the accelerated han-
dover of services to the private sector
that once were the sole preserve of
government. It was accompanied by a
weakening of trade unions and an
overall erosion of working conditions
and salaries.

The result? Owners and a select few
mega-salaried executives became
richer and the middle class relatively
poorer. It also led to the rise of the
Israeli tycoons, who controlled a
great deal of the country’s wealth
and power. Banks, energy companies,
supermarket chains and media prop-
erties all were concentrated in the
hands of a dozen or so billionaire
families.

Netanyahu’s economic philosophy
also entailed a reduction of corporate
taxes. Big companies paid five per
cent to 20 per cent income tax, while
the middle class saw the prices of
everything from food to cars to apart-
ments rise considerably. 

The system produced impressive
economic growth but left wealth in
the hands of the few. The trickle-
down effect, middle-class Israelis
said, had failed to materialise.

The upshot was that by May 2010,
Israel’s economy was robust enough
for Israel to be admitted to the
Organisation for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development - the exclusive
club of the world’s strongest eco-
nomies known as the OECD. But
Israel also was the OECD member
with the biggest gaps between rich
and poor.

Some blame preferential spending
on settlements in the West Bank for
the lack of funds for social services in
Israel. Others focus on welfare for the
growing haredi Orthodox population
in Israel. Still others point to the lim-
ited taxation of the tycoons - tax con-
cessions nationwide are estimated at
approximately $11 billion per year,
about 11 per cent of the national
budget.

For years, middle-class discontent
simmered under the surface, always
eclipsed by security concerns or
peacemaking moves. For embattled
Israel, peace and security inevitably
took top priority.

Until now. With terrorism virtually
nonexistent and the peace process
deadlocked, young Israelis have
turned their attention toward gener-
ating a mass movement against the
socio-economic system.

Their anti-establishment energy
took the form of street protests
because there is a strong sense that
none of the traditional parties repre-
sents their interests, and Israel has a
long history of street protests, encom-
passing everything from Ethiopian
immigration to the campaign to
release captive Israeli soldier Gilad
Shalit.

For the most part, the protests have
not been focused. But now the leaders
of the protest movement are formu-
lating a list of concrete demands and
general principles for change. 

These are expected to include
demands for public housing on a
large-scale; major tax reforms that
would increase taxation of the super-
rich and lower indirect taxes on the
general public; a shift in budgetary
priorities, transferring part of the
defence budget and the increased tax
money from the rich to fund social
services; and demands for Israel to
comply with OECD averages when it
comes to the numbers of doctors,
policemen and firemen per thousand
citizens, and the number of children
in classrooms.

Netanyahu has set up committees
to examine all the relevant economic
issues and to negotiate with the pro-
testers, who are likely to be backed by
trade union boss Ofer Eini. The prime
minister almost certainly will pro-
duce a new economic plan, but it may
not be enough. What the people are
demanding is a new social contract.

The political question is whether
this could have an impact on the next
election, scheduled for 2013, and the
agenda over which it will be fought.
That depends on how pressing securi-
ty issues are around that time and
whether these protesters can sustain
enough momentum to translate their
street movement into real political
power. (JTA)

Housing protests roil Israel as tent cities pop up. Young Israelis seen near

tents set up on Rothschild Avenue in Tel Aviv are pressing the Israeli govern-

ment to find a solution to the soaring cost of housing, July 26, 2011. (LIRON

ALMOG/FLASH90/JTA)

With protests, Israelis are seeking
the revival of a welfare state




