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Judaism has a complex ritual of mourning that serves to
acclimatise the surviving relatives to their loss, and offer
them support and consolation.

However, the Torah prohibited certain mourning rituals it
viewed as destructive and counter-productive: “You are chil-
dren of Hashem your G-d, do not make welts in your skin
and do not pull out hair from your forehead for the dead.”

In the ancient world and in some societies today, it was
common for mourners to gouge out their skin to express
their pain and loss. Others would pull out their hair in
anguish. Judaism finds such practices abhorrent, a fact
made clear by the introductory words to this prohibition:
“You are children to Hashem your G-d,” which Rashi
explains as an expression of love. “Since you are children of
the A-mighty it is proper that you be beautiful and not
gouged or hairless.”

It cannot be denied that a mourner often feels pain and
anger and needs to vent his feelings, but this is accomplished
through the practice of kriah, the rending of a garment, and
not through self-flagellation.

The Sages of the Talmud saw in the words of this prohibi-
tion another important law, that if disobeyed could be more
destructive than the cutting of flesh.

The phrase “lo titgodadu”, “do not cut yourself”, can also
mean, “do not splinter into groups (agudot)”. Hence the
Torah is warning the Jewish people: “You are children of
Hashem your G-d, do not break up into many groups.”

Rashi explains that this gives the impression that there
are two Torahs. The Rambam puts this prohibition into con-
text: “There should not be two Beth Dins in one city, one rul-
ing this way and the other ruling that way, for the matter
will lead to argument and dissention.”

The Torah does not demand a standard ruling on all cases
of Jewish law or that customs should apply universally.
That is almost an impossible task as each and every case has
its own subjective peculiarities. However, within one com-
munity there should be a standardisation of halachic prac-
tices so as to prevent fragmentation.

Judaism today finds itself in an unfortunate situation.
Whereas, before the Holocaust, every town, city or even
country rigorously followed the customs and laws laid down
by its religious leaders, today it is not uncommon to find
hundreds of different customs in one city.

This is because communities that for centuries had been
in a single location were transplanted to new shores togeth-
er with Jews from many other countries.

Naturally every community wanted to continue the ways
of their ancestors and indeed Jewish law can accommodate
such a situation. However, when this leads to friction, the
Torah is not quite so tolerant.

Of course one must follow the ways of his forefathers but
not when he finds himself a guest or visitor in another com-
munity where their customs differ. In such instances the
individual must carefully ascertain what the customs of the
place are and endeavour to follow them diligently so as to
prevent the inevitable ramifications of acting differently.

We in South Africa are blessed to be almost entirely of
Lithuanian descent and therefore the customs practised in
most shuls are virtually identical. Nevertheless, it is not
unusual to find certain minor nuances in the way in which
some mitzvoth are practised.

Even if these customs are different to our own, if they

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

have a credible source in Jewish law we may not disparage
them, but, on the contrary, we should uphold them and do
our utmost to prevent arguments and disputes.

Chief Rabbi
Warren
Goldstein,
Pretoria’s
Rabbi Gidon
Fox of the
Pretoria
Hebrew
Congregatio
n and guest
Chazzan,
Berel Zucker.

A joyous PHC celebration
of Jewish music

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

PERCELIA ESTATE (NEW RELEASE)

ON SHOW: SUNDAY 2-5 pM IS -
5th Avenue Percelia Estate: Architect designed / built house in
boom. Open-plan recep, mod kitchen, 3 beds (upstairs) with

2 baths. Additional recep, beds or work-from-home offices or
cottage Come see - come buy! R2 399 000/R2 499 000.

SYDENHAM (NEW RELEASE)

Carisbrooke Sydenham: 3 recep, 4 beds, 3 baths, eat-in

kitchen, garden and pool. Separate work from home or

income-producing cottage and much more. Offers from
R1 350 000 - don't delay, come view today!

WIN AN ISLAND HOLIDAY & OTHER GREAT PRIZES - VISIT WWW.STAMELMANPROPERTIES.CO.ZA FOR DETAILS

Stamelman

PROPERTIES

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168
Geoff Lees 082-923-8317
Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

‘Extraordinary Service, Extraordinary Trust’

HIGHLANDS NORTH (NEW RELEASE)

GLENHAZEL (NEW RELEASE)
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THIS PAST Sunday evening, the Pretoria Hebrew Congregation celebrated its
Festival of Jewish Music to commemorate the 10th anniversary since the con-
secration of its new synagogue, which coincided with the 10th year since the
start of its yeshiva programme, Mahon L’Hora’ah.

The evening started with Rosh Beth Din Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag leading the
packed shul with Tehillim for Israel.

In quoting: ”This is my G-d and I will beautify Him,” Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein said that when we fulfilled the commandments of Hashem, we must
do it beautifully. He added: “Tonight we celebrate the 10th anniversary of this
beautiful shul, the fulfilment of this verse and Torah values.

“We show Hashem that His mitzvoth are important to us, as well as what
Judaism means to all of us. The beauty of music is a fitting tribute to this occa-
sion.”

Rabbi Goldstein mentioned that, having been born and educated in Pretoria,
for him this was not merely another official function. “A powerful emotion fills
me when I drive into Pretoria and I have special nachas and joy.

“It is also the celebration of 10 years since the PHC embarked on another proj-
ect with boldness and courage to recreate, rebuild and restructure the PHC.

“We salute the vision of those whose forward thinking has changed and devel-
oped the community as it has.” The Chief Rabbi congratulated PHC’s Rabbi
Gidon Fox, who has provided strong leadership, together with the PHC commit-
tees over the years, and Rabbi Levi Wineberg, head of the yeshiva programme.

Connecting the 10th anniversary of both the PHC shul and the yeshiva, Rabbi
Goldstein quoted from the Mishna which says that the world was created with
10 statements and in Pirkei Avot it states that number 10 represents unity and
bringing together different parts, solidifying everything.

Rabbi Goldstein explained that this community had many different parts and
that the shul and its yeshiva held all those together. In the brocha he gave he
asked Hashem to continue blessing the Pretoria Jewish community as it charts
its way forward, with blessing and success.

The crowd of approximately 500, comprising Pretorians and guests from
Johannesburg and elsewhere, were enthralled by the singing of the PHC and
Pine Street Shul chazzans and choirs, the guest appearance of the Rimon
Chuppah Choir and solos by Chazzanim Nachie Levin, Shmuly Goldman, Ezra
Sher, Asher Goldberg and Choni Goldman. This was very much a “reunion”,
with all except Sher having been either a chazzan or yeshiva graduate at the
PHC during the past 10 years.

The music ranged from up-beat Shabbos medleys and chazzonus by Chazzan
Asher Goldberg and the PHC Choir as well as pieces by Chazzanim Berel
Zucker, Nachie Levin and Shmuly Goldman and Chazzan Ezra Sher and the
Pine Street Shul Choir under choirmaster Dennis Goldman and of course the
jazzed-up singing by Pretoria’s choirmaster, Choni Goldman, a graduate of the
Machon I’Hora’ah who toured as a back-up vocalist with Matisyahu in 2007. His
spine-chilling rendition of Bo’ee, proved that our local choirs and soloists can
stand proud alongside international artists.

Rabbi Fox said that Pretoria had certainly set a high benchmark for celebrat-
ing simchas and paid tribute to the organising committee under Sharon Kumin.

The programme may have been long, but for those who came, the crescendo
reached in the finale with all the choirs and soloists coming together, was a fit-
ting end to a perfect evening.

KASHRUT NOTICE

OF CHICKEN WINGS AND MINT IMPERIALS

THE KASHRUT department of the Union of Orthodox Synagogues has
announced that Tenderchick chickens have “Pesach” clips attached to the wings.
These chickens are fresh, but due to suppliers’ shortages, they are unable to sup-
ply the regular clips. These chickens are not kosher for Pesach.

The department hopes to have this rectified soon.

It should also be noted that only Beacon Mint Imperials are certified as Parev
and Mehadrin, while Wilson Mint Imperials are NOT certified.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

ROCK'N ROLL SONGWRITER JERRY LEIBER DIES

ances, 3 spacious beds, 2 1/2 baths, garden, pool, patio,
staff accom, double garage, security. All for only R18 000
p/m on long-term lease, occup January 1, 2012. Hurry!

PERCELIA ESTATE / GLENHAZEL

"
NEW HOME EXCELLENT FINISHES: 5 recep, 2 kitchens,
4 beds (all en-suite), indoor heated pool, 2-bed cottage
and so much more. Includes security, new landscaped
garden. +++ R4 999 000. Hurry will be SOLD!!

Excellent townhouse with so much to offer! 3 tiled
recep, separate kitchen, 3 large carpeted bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, pvt garden, complex pool, staff accom, dou-
ble garage and more. R799 000. Hurry we have offers!

HERRONBROOK & IBIS ESTATES

NEW RELEASE - CALLING INVESTORS - 10 units for sale
New units for sale, all with tenants. New modern cut-
ting-edge complexes. Close to Greenstone. Elegant fin-
ishes, 24-hr security. 1 bed, studio & 2 bed units avail.
Priced to sell, call for more info.

LOS ANGELES - Songwriter Jerry
Leiber, who with composer Mike Stoller
wrote such rock 'n roll hits as "Hound
Dog", "Stand By Me", and "Jailhouse
Rock", died on Monday in Los Angeles
at the age of 78, of cardiopulmonary
failure.

Leiber and Stoller, who met as
teenagers in the 1950s, wrote 200 hits
that were performed by artists includ-
ing Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly, the
Beatles, the Rolling Stones, James
Brown, BB King, the Drifters and Peggy
Lee.

Leiber’s first language was Yiddish,
and he was frequently taunted as a child
on the streets of Baltimore by a gang
that called him "Jewboy".

"He was my friend, my buddy, my
writing partner for 61 years," Stoller
said in a statement. "He had a way with
words. There was nobody better. I'm
going to miss him."

Leiber and Stoller have been hon-
oured by the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, Songwriters Hall of Fame and
numerous other music organisations.
(JTA)
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COMMENT

Members from SAUJS and
the Israeli student contin-

2 | gent, meet with Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu. The
students around Tutu are
Joshua Schewitz; Alon Kimhi;
Maya Sharon; Stephanie

through cogent debate

STEPHANIE HODES
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, SAUJS
PHOTOGRAPH: TSHEPO TSHABALALA

DESPITE CALLS by student groups to boy-
cott a visiting Israeli student delegation, the
students received unexpectedly warm wel-
comes from Palestinian envoy Ambassador
Ali Halimeh, and Archbishop Emeritus
Desmond Tutu, during their visit to SA.

The students, who were invited and host-
ed by the SA Union of Jewish Students
(SAUJS) and the World Union of Jewish
Students, represented the broad spectrum of
political views in Israel.

With the increase of anti-Israel propagan-
da on campuses across South Africa, SAUJS
felt it was time for a fresh approach to tradi-
tional Israel advocacy. The objective of the
project was for ordinary South African stu-
dents to meet authentic Israelis and engage
in honest and open dialogue about Israel.

Catching wind of the project before the
students arrived, pro-Palestinian groups
called on student societies to boycott the
visit of what they labelled “apartheid agents
coming to polish Israel’s image”.

They also claimed the students had been
deployed by the Israeli government and
declared “SA campuses must be apartheid
Israel-free zones”. However, despite intimida-
tion by various student societies, the Israeli
students held panel discussions at Wits, the
University of Johannesburg, and Cape Town,
Pretoria and Stellenbosch Universities.

Attempts by pro-Palestinian groups to dis-
rupt these visits were disappointing. Their
insistence that ordinary students be pre-
vented from engaging in dialogue with the
Israelis, displayed their immense discomfort
with contradicting views on campus. It
revealed what appeared to be their own
skewed narrative and a clear agenda by
those purporting to represent Palestinians.

Using the apartheid analogy to stir up
emotions, they rejected dialogue on all
fronts, stating that boycotts were “instru-
mental in the defeat of the apartheid regime
in South Africa”, and in turn, boycotting
Israel would be the “kernel in overthrowing
the oppression of Palestinians”.

In doing so, these groups trampled on free-
dom of thought and expression, fundamen-
tal values held dear by our universities.
Instead of recognising the role South
Africans could play in this conflict, namely
that of sharing our own lessons of reconcili-
ation and nation-building, the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) working

group was shown up for acting “more
Palestinian than the Palestinians”, and pre-
senting radical views that were later dis-
missed by Palestinian Ambassador Hamlleh.

The Ambassador, who welcomed the stu-
dents personally at a meeting at his office in
Pretoria, assured them that the pro-
Palestinian groups they had encountered on
campus, were not funded by the embassy.

He said these groups did not represent the
views of the Palestinian Authority, which
rejected the notion of boycotting Israel alto-
gether. He endorsed the idea of dialogue
between Israelis and Palestinians and wished
the group well on their visit to South Africa.

At the request of SAUJS, Tutu met with
the students in Cape Town. The Archbishop
Emeritus who has been a figurehead in the
boycott of Israel campaign, affirmed his
belief that Israel has a right to exist within
secure borders.

He did, however, convey his disapproval of
some actions of the Jewish State, whose peo-
ple he says have a long history of oppression
and persecution, and should thus be more
sensitive than anyone else to human rights.

He expressed his sincere desire for peace
between Israelis and Palestinians and an end
to the conflict. At the request of one of the
Israeli students, Tutu said a prayer for the vic-
tims of a terrorism attack that had taken place
in Israel just minutes before the meeting.

What was by far the most disappointing
aspect of the trip, was the unwillingness of
South African student representatives to
stand up for the values of freedom of speech
and democracy. The only Student Re-
presentative Council to denounce the dirty
tactics of the student groups, who tried to
prevent dialogue with the Israeli students,
was UCT.

Its president, Amanda Ngwenya, attended
the panel discussion at the university and
later expressed outrage and regret after well-
known activist Zackie Achmat and Israeli
anarchist Jonathan Pollack, continuously
disrupted the event in an aggressive and
undignified manner.

Ngwenya took a stand against what she
labelled “bully tactics”. Writing to the Mail &
Guardian about the experience, Ngwenya
said Achmat’s behaviour “was an affront to
freedom of thought and expression”.

She further wrote that “UCT students did
not reap the benefit of being at a university -
that of being able to process ideas. Instead
they were bullied and prevented from indi-
vidual inquiry.”

« See story on page 5.

KDSF fraud suspect gets bail

ROBYN SASSEN

THE JEWISH Report has been informed
that bail has been granted to the alleged
perpetrator of fraud at the King David
Schools Foundation, which was reported in
last week’s paper. Jewish community
organisations and their legal teams have
been assisting in expediting the legal
process as swiftly as possible, to achieve the
release of the suspect from prison. The suc-
cessful bail application was made on
Tuesday and a court date has been set for
the end of September.

According to Rabbi Craig Kacev, director

of the SA Board of Jewish Education and a
member of the board of trustees of the
KDSF, the forensic investigation of the
fraud accusation is still underway. The
Foundation has tentatively mentioned a fig-
ure of R2,7 million.

“The Foundation has been 100 per cent
transparent in this matter, which is why we
were so quick to send our message to alum-
ni out as soon as we were aware of the situ-
ation” Rabbi Kacev told the Jewish Report
on Wednesday, assuring our readership
that the KDSF will inform the community
as soon as there are any new developments
in the case.

SAZF condemns ‘in strongest
terms’ terror attack in Israel

THE SOUTH African Zionist Federation
has condemned the terrorist attack on an
Israeli bus last week by terrorists operat-
ing out of Gaza, “in the strongest terms”.

In a media release on behalf of the SAZF
Chairman Avrom Krengel, the SAZF says:
“In the deadliest terrorist assault in Israel
in more than four years, terrorists operat-
ing out of Gaza carried out a co-ordinated,
multi-layered attack on innocent civilians
in the south of Israel.

“Three terrorists opened fire on an
Israeli bus filled with IDF soldiers leaving
their bases for the weekend, as it was trav-
elling south to Eilat, near the Egyptian-
Israeli border, and a number of young sol-
diers were severely injured.”

IDF forces heading to the scene of the
attack were targeted with many being
wounded; and this was followed by anti-
tank missile attacks on two private vehi-
cles, injuring seven in the first car and
killing six in the second.

“There is no doubt that the assailants
had crossed into Israel from the Sinai
Peninsula, which belongs to Egypt, and

launched their attacks from Gaza. This
unprovoked and despicable terrorist action
has yet again proved the determination of
Israel’s enemies to sabotage any chance of
negotiations with Israel for a peaceful res-
olution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict”
The release said that according to Defence
Minister Ehud Barak, “it reflects Egypt’s
failing hold on Sinai and the rise of terror
elements”.

“The SAZF condemns these brutal and
abhorrent terrorist attacks in the strongest
terms. The SAZF trusts that the interna-
tional community will take cognisance of
the unprovoked and horrendous actions
which confirmed Israel’s need to protect
her citizens at all costs on all her borders.

“Increased violence between Israel and
those groups who call for her destruction
and refuse to acknowledge her existence as
a Jewish state, is inevitable; and her right
as a sovereign state to defend herself and
her populace is inviolable.

“The SAZF expresses its deepest sympa-
thies to the families of those wounded and
killed by the terrorists.”

AJC conference promises
to be stimulating

DAVID SAKS

IMMEDIATELY following the SAJBD
national conference on Sunday, delegates
representing the Jewish communities of
seven southern African countries, will come
together for the biennial meeting of the
African Jewish Congress (AJC). Partici-
pating countries are South Africa,
Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mauritius,
Swaziland and Zambia.

The opening address is by Israeli Minister
of Information and Diaspora Yuli Edelstein.
Prior to this, AJC President Mervyn Smith
will deliver a message of welcome followed
by an overview of the AJC’s main activities
over the past two years.

Later in the programme, Smith will also
be speaking on the topic of African peoples
who claim Jewish descent.

Following Edelstein’s address, there will
be a presentation by Dan Shaham, newly-
appointed non-resident Ambassador of
Israel to Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

Ann Harris, an executive member of the
AJC, will speak on Jewish social outreach
activities in Bulawayo.

At the last AJC meeting in August 2009,
the crisis in Zimbabwe loomed large on the
agenda, but in light of the relative amelio-
ration of conditions in the country since
then, it is not expected to be as much to the
fore.

RABBI YY JAGOBSON
OAVE THE DATE

WED 14 SEPTEMBER

8PM | SANDTON SUN | MAROELA ROOM TO BOOK: 011 440 6600
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Harold Novick presents the award to Rabbi Yossi Baumgarten for 30
years of distinguished service.

Seventy years
of SA kashrut
celebrated in style

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN
OSSENDRYVER

“HAVE YOU heard the one about
the two pigs who wished more
people were Jewish?”

In traditional Sydenham
Highlands North Shul style, mas-
ter of ceremonies, Rabbi Yossy
Goldman, mixed levity and sobri-
ety in conducting the celebratory
dinner a fortnight ago of the 70th
anniversary of the Union of
Orthodox Synagogues’ kashrut
department in South Africa.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
traced its history, from the issue
of kosher certification for 11
products in 1941, the UOS
kashrut department and its Beth
Din diamond logo, has grown to
provide internationally recog-
nised kosher certification to over
1 400 companies, some abroad,
12 000 products, and over 70 000
ingredients in South Africa.

Its team of rabbis, inspectors,
scientific and administrative
staff, numbered over 50 fulltime
and 160 part-time employees. In
Johannesburg alone it supervis-
es 55 kosher establishments.

Receiving an award from UOS
President Harold Novick at the
Sandton Synagogue Hall, was the
kashrut department’s principal
rabbinical supervisor, Rabbi
Yossi Baumgarten, to honour his
distinguished service of 30 years.

He told the audience he had
received a special blessing for
kashrut in South Africa from the
late Rebbe Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, before coming to
this country. He thanked his wife
Liebe for her support, as well as
Rosh Beth Din Rabbi Moshe
Kurtstag, his colleagues and lay
leaders. He also paid tribute to
guest of honour, Pick n Pay
founder and now its ambassador,
Raymond Ackerman, for putting
kosher products on his shelves.

Rabbi Goldstein reminded the
audience how easily one could
take for granted the ubiquity of
the Beth Din kosher logo in
South Africa on so many food
products. Outside of Israel, the
US and South Africa, this was
not the practice in most coun-
tries; it was a symbol of pride for

Jews in South Africa.

Perhaps not known to many,
South Africa had in fact provided
the blueprint for the labelling of
national products by the UK’s
kashrut authorities, some 25
years ago. Both countries had
relatively small Jewish commu-
nities. South Africa had shown it
was possible, even so.

Rabbi Goldman also thanked
the many suppliers present,
among them Nestle chairman
and MD, Sullivan O’Carroll. He
noted that in the US today, there
was concern over a possible
shortage of kosher meat because
25 to 40 per cent of consumers of
kosher products were actually
not Jewish. They regarded
kosher food as healing and thera-
peutic.

In introducing Ackerman, a
“legend” in South Africa and an
ambassador not only for Pick n
Pay but for the country, he point-
ed out how Ackerman had grown
his business from four small
shops. Ackerman filled in the
details in his own talk.
Describing himself as a simple
“grocer”, he said that Pick n Pay
today had 350 franchise stores
and 360 Pick n Pay stores.

Ackerman said he had always
been determined to stay in the
country, throughout its che-
quered history, believing in its
future. He viewed South Africa
as a land of opportunity for all.

He expressed in particular his
pride in enabling the growth of
black franchisees and getting
business to the small man on the
street.

He talked about the necessity
for Pick n Pay to lay down a two-
year plan to protect its supply
lines in preparation for the entry
of Walmart into South Africa,
even to the extent of having to
curb profit growth.

On profit, he said while he sup-
ported free enterprise, compa-
nies in South Africa, like many
abroad, had to become givers,
and identify themselves with
their communities. This was
coming to the country.

A highlight of the evening was
the performance of Chazzan Yudi
Cohen and his all-male operatic
group, Diversity.

Intermarriage must be
combated through
education - Kurtstag

LESLIE HARRIS
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ILAN
OSSENDRYVER

INTERMARRIAGE remained a
problem in South Africa, despite
the incidence being lower than in
other parts of the world. The best
way to combat this was through
education, Rosh Beth Din Rabbi
Moshe Kurtstag, said in his Beth
Din report at the Union of
Orthodox Synagogues’ biennial
conference in Johannesburg at
the weekend.

Communal discipline was
needed to implement Beth Din
rulings, he said. One example of
this was the decree that those
who had married out should not
be given honours in shul.

“This way people learn that
there are consequences to their
actions,” Rabbi Kurtstag said.

He said the nature of South
African society protected local
Jewry from moves to ban shechi-
ta, because the challenge would
inevitably land in court where
the validity of African rituals
could also be questioned.

One of the highlights of the
past two years were the “first
fruits” of the Dayanut pro-
gramme, when Chief Rabbi Dr
Warren Goldstein, Rabbi Anton
Klein and Rabbi Meir Trepp,
graduated as dayanim earlier this
year after eight years of study.

Chief Rabbi Goldstein told the
conference that members of the
community knew that if they had
a complaint against an organisa-
tion, they could approach the
Office of the Chief Rabbi.

In most cases these turned out
to be simple misunderstandings,
though on rare occasions greater
intervention was needed to re-
solve the dispute.

His office was also the point of
contact between the broader reli-
gious community and South
African Jewry. He had fostered
good relations with other reli-
gious leaders through interfaith
organisations in the country.

Personal contact within the
community was also important
and during the past year he
attended 84 communal events

and visited 61 shuls.

The Chief Rabbi said
those visits gave him an
opportunity to get a feel
for what was happening
“on the ground” in the
community, as well the
chance to spread a Torah
message to all parts of the
community.

The Office of the Chief
Rabbi also provided a neu-

Fa"
Rabbi Moshe

standards.

Since then, however,
another applicant had
approached the UOS and
had been granted a
licence and there were
now two kosher chicken
| abattoirs.

Rabbi Boruch Talberg,
who holds an honours
degree in business and
finance, has been appoint-

tral space for organisa- gurtstag(rosh €d general manager of

tions to come together and Beth Din)

work on projects for the
benefit of the community.

This had been particu-
larly evident in the Sinai
Indaba, held immediately §
after Shavuot, and the
Generation Sinai project
in schools.

The latter in particular
had been an outstanding
success, with schools
across the country partici-

pating. Parents had joined Chief Rabbi
their children at school for Warren
a session of Torah learn- Goldstein

ing. About 9 000 learners

and 4 000 parents had participated
in the programme, and the feed-
back had been overwhelmingly
positive.

The Chief Rabbi also estab-
lished the Beit Midrash pro-
gramme, which provides more
Torah learning for interested
learners at King David Linksfield,
King David Victory Park and
Herzlia. A formal “Memorandum
of Understanding” was signed
between the schools and the chief
rabbi, ensuring the continuity of
the programme.

“A guiding principle of my
work is to seek to address the
real issues and problems that
affect the day-to-day life of South
African Jews,” the Chief Rabbi
said. The best example of this
was the CAP initiative, which
has now been rolled out into less
affluent neighbourhoods as well.

Referring to the investigation
into the price of kosher chickens
last year, Darren Sevitz, executive
director of the UOS, said there
had been only one kosher chicken
abattoir, because applicants had
been unable to meet UOS kashrut

the kashrut department.
He has introduced meas-
ures to streamline the
department’s procedures
and cut costs, without
compromising standards.

Staff at the UOS main-
tained their high morale
and increased their pro-
ductivity even AFTER
being told in November
last year that there would
be no bonuses or salary
increases for them.

Sevitz said that telling
staff about their salaries
was one of the most diffi-
cult things he had ever had to do.

“It made good mathematical
sense to freeze salaries; we’d
immediately save about R1 mil-
lion. But it’s not all about maths.
There is also the human factor.”

Sevitz paid tribute to the staff
and thanked them for their sup-
port and understanding.

Jackie Sifris, the outgoing
chairman, said the UOS was not
exempt from the recession and
minimal growth seen in the busi-
ness environment in South
Africa and worldwide.

There was no growth in licence
fees or shul affiliation fees and an
increase in general expenditure,
resulting in losses which had to
be covered through fundraising.

Jonathan Levitt, the outgoing
treasurer, said there was a
healthy debtors to creditors ratio.

The most significant operat-
ing expense during the past
financial year was for the devel-
opment of new kashrut soft-
ware, to replace the current sys-
tem which was outdated and
unable to integrate with modern
technology.

Umbhlanga Centre really
draws in the Jewish visitors

RITA LEWIS

RABBI SHLOMO Wainer whose
shul, Chabad of Umhlanga is cen-
tral to anew Jewish complex, said
they had never been so busy
before this winter period. “There
have been thousands of holiday-
makers in and around Umhlanga,
who have come to enjoy the
warmer winter, see the sights and
have a dip in the Indian Ocean.
The Shul in Umhlanga has been
hectic.” He said the Shabbos
minyanim had swelled incredibly
and there had been more than 200
people attending the shul services

— especially on Shabbat.

Even during weekdays, his
shul had enjoyed fantastic
minyanim with at times as many
as 50 men coming to daven.

Several families and backpack-
ers were hosted for Shabbos
meals and at one Shabbos there
were more than 90 people enjoy-
ing a four-course dinner and 60
who stayed for the Shabbos lunch
and the farbrengen.

Several guest rabbis, including
Rabbi Yisroel Haller, had also
been in Umhlanga over the holi-
days and they had given their
assistance at some of the prayer

times by davening with the locals
and holidaymakers.

They also were there to give
various shiurim - all of which
were well-attended.

Rabbi Wainer said: “what’s
quite incredible about the shul in
Umhlanga is that visitors from
all backgrounds, from different
communities, whether frum or
not, feel welcome and comfort-
able here and come to pray, daven
together in a warm and peaceful
atmosphere. This is their home
from home.”

The newly-created Kosher
Guest House had also been full
over the holiday period and had
provided many ready-made
kosher meals, especially for
Shabbos, to locals and holiday-
makers.

AROU N D OBAMA VACATION READING INCLUDES ISRAELI NOVEL

Published in 2008 in Israel to enthusi-
astic reviews, "To The End of The Land"
became a bestseller in the United States
and Germany.

Finished
Grossman's son in the 2006 Lebanon
War, it tells the story of an Israeli moth-
er to a soldier who leaves home on an
extended trip so as not receive the possi-
ble news of her son's death. (JTA)

NEW YORK
Obama's vacation reading list includes
the best-selling Israeli novel "To the
End of the Land" by David Grossman.

According to a White House statement,
the novel is one of three that Obama took
to his 10-day vacation on Martha's
Vineyard, in Massachusetts. Since arriv-
ing on the island he has bought two more
books, according to reports.

THE
WORLD

NEWS IN
BRIEF

President Barack

after the death of
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Cycalive, NMEF, vow to
make SA a better place

RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER

THE FORMAT of this year’s 13th
Cycalive relay bicycle ride between
Johannesburg and Durban, last Sun-
day on the Torah Academy campus,
was much the same as previously —
but there was one major difference.

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, dean of
Torah Academy, announced some
expansion projects which will
become a massive outreach initiative
in conjunction with the Nelson
Mandela Foundation.

Since last year’s ride, when

Cycalive became the first event on
the Nelson Mandela Day calendar,
some of the cyclists had become an
integral part of the diary of the
Nelson Mandela Foundation — being
among the learners of the selected
schools at the launch.

Dangor, said it remained the work of
the Foundation to effect change
among communities.

This year, there were 12 grade 11
boys from Torah Academy; 10 from
Pace Secondary School; two from
Durban and 11 from Moletsane High
School in Soweto and, for the very
first time, five from Bet Shemesh in
Israel who were participating under
the auspices of Partnership 2000 to
afford them the opportunity of
being involved in a bridge-building
and “Ubuntu” project, taking part.

Cycalive recently employed a
youth employment officer - Given
Shirinda - based at Torah Academy
and operating in the townships to
broaden the scope of Cycalive to
generate bursaries for learners,
regardless of their race or denomi-
nation, although preference would
be given to Cycalive participants.

In addressing the gathering, Chief

L W % -

Rabbi Warren Goldstein said this
was a wonderful opportunity for
everyone to work together. He said,
these days far too much time was
spent on cellphones, and the like.

Rabbi Hazdan, who together with
Nelson Mandela Foundation spokes-
man, Sello Hatang, was instrumental
in making Cycalive an official event on
the Nelson Mandela Day programme,
said this was a new opportunity “to
embrace our new South Africa and
make it a better place for everyone”.

Hatang offered to assist in involv-
ing businesses in the sponsoring of
Cycalive; Rabbi Hazdan pledged to
direct 9 000 exercise books, which
had been donated by BSC/Tiger
Packaging to nine underprivileged
schools chosen by NMF.

To much excitement, it was then
announced that 20 new bicycles had
been donated to Cycalive by MTN for
every participant from Moletsane
and Pace schools.

Referring to the cyclists, he said:
“With what they will learn from this
event, these young men will end up
making South Africa a more united
country”.

Combine in prayer for
peace in SA and Israel

ROBYN SASSEN

THE PRESIDENT and executive
council of the Federation of
Synagogues Women’s Guilds of
South Africa, earnestly appeal to all
Jewish women to pledge a donation
to any charity, to recite Psalm 27
and then to light Shabbat candles
and at 17:25 next Friday, September

2 (3 Elul), for all to pray for peace in
our land and the welfare of our
brothers and sisters in Israel.

The Federation has upheld this
national day of prayer since 1995.
“It’s about the unity of women
everywhere in the country praying
for the same things at the same
time,” said Devorah Nates, presi-
dent of the Federation.

“One breaks all bound-
aries with prayer and we
have linked this day to
candle lighting as thisisa
uniquely women’s mitz-
vah.

“We chose Psalm 27
because it is the psalm
Jews recite during the
month of Elul, through
to after Succot.”

Special candles, at R15
a pair are available for
purchase through the
Federation office: (010)
214-2600.

Of true dialogue there
was little evidence

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

SIX ISRAELI students faced an
often hostile audience when they
participated in a panel discussion at
the University of Cape Town on
Peace in the Middle East last
Thursday. Moderator Alan Fisher
had his work cut out trying to keep
order and on several occasions had
to make impassioned pleas to dis-
ruptive audience members to allow
the panelists to be heard.

The rowdy meeting was peppered
with interjections from the floor, so
much so, that one of the students,
called Barak, commented that of all
the South African universities the
group had visited, this was “the first
time that people don’t let us speak
and finish an answer.

“In Israel and Palestine we can

Part of the audience at the lively UCT panel discussion with the Israeli

students.

converse - it’s unfortunate that
some in this audience can’t.”

Replying to a questioner who
asked if the 27-strong delegation
had spoken to any Palestinians
before they came here, he said: “We
met with the Palestinian ambassa-
dor two days ago and he said that
those on campuses that try to pre-
vent us from talking to students and
are in favour of boycotts, do not rep-
resent the Palestinian interest. We
might have different mindsets,” he
said of the Israelis and Palestinians,
“but we do engage in dialogue.

“I hope you’ll respect this spirit
as well,” he said to applause.

The group is a private initiative
and was visiting universities in
Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape
Town to try to convince students
that Israel is not an apartheid state.

An audience member with an
Israeli passport spoke at length of

“substantial bias against Pales-
tinians when judged in Israeli
courts”, the difficulty for Pales-
tinians in getting building permits
and a Palestinian village destroyed
by the Israelis multiple times.

When Fisher intervened, saying
“Ask your question”, activist Zackie
Achmat led a chorus chanting,
“Don’t shut him up!”

Later, Achmat shouted at Fisher:
“You are spreading propaganda —
it’s not democracy, it’s not dia-
logue!”

Israeli student Ben said he was a
peace activist and that the group
comprised diverse individuals.
“We’re here not to defend the coun-
try, we don’t think Israel is a perfect
democracy.

After further exchanges, Achmat
chanted “500 000 settlers” and “Stop
apartheid Israel” repetitively, while
some audience members joined in.

Another questioner asked how
the group could expect to engage in
dialogue with the local students
while the Occupation and “a one-
sided” democracy was in place.
“Until you tell the Israeli state to
stop what it’s doing, I'm leaving,” he
said as he walked out.

Ethiopian panel member Mazal
said she wanted “every person in
this world to gain human rights”
and stressed that as a black person,
she enjoyed full rights in Israel.

Panellist Lior said the audience
was “generalising” Israelis. “I stand
here before you in the Opposition, a
member of Meretz, the most left-
wing Zionist party in the Knesset.

“We’re doing everything we can to
defend Palestinian rights, we’re
against the Occupation. I need you
all to know that not all Israelis are
the same — you need to know that
Israel is very, very diverse.”

Also listen live
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The Chairman
& National
Executive
Council of the
South African
Jewish

Board of
Deputies have
pleasure in
inviting you
to the Opening
Session

of our

46" National
Conference

Opening Session
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Saturday 27 August
Sandton Sun Hotel

Address by

The Honourable

Deputy President

Mr Kgalema Motlanthe

™ Address by
Michael Schneider

Emeritus of the World
Jewish Congress

MALCSTEEL

Conference
Anchor Sponsor

Presentation of

The SAIBD Human
Rights Award to family
of Arthur Goldreich

Please book online at jewishsa.co.za
alternatively please email jenni@beyachad.co.za
or call Jenni on 011 645 2521

SAJBD

South African
Jewish Board of Deputies
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Chevrah Kadisha
President Steven
Adler; CEO
Michael Sieff;
MC Benita Levin;
Event convener
Myrna
Jankelowitz; Chief
Financial Officer
Ovadia Kaempf;
and Chief
Revenue Officer
Saul Tomson.

Responsible for
the décor and
food layout are
David Ezekiel
and Roy
Levinson at the
chocolate bar.

SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Gaby Lazarus;
Harry Mirels;
Judy Stoch;
and Ruth
Fram, check
the balls jump-
ing in their
cylinders.

Starting from®

$160

PEr person

Enjoy a memorable summer vacation with vour family ar the Inbal Jersalem Howel

Featurng the following S-star delusxe henefis:

* Free child 1o parents” room including breakiis

 Special redu el rates for Gumilies

* Free aceess (o hotel™s heated and covered swimming pool
including finess room & sauna

e Free wal for all hotel guesis

* Free car parking (subject to availability 20% discount - advance purchase rate

« Accumulare EIAL Matmid points

= s valil fowr g wh prepey i full [l pefunadabde anad son cansce kil

For t;mhmgp contact the hotel directly on resenas inbalhotel.com ar your travel agent

jerusalem 92145, isrand

I INDhal LAROMME  terytetpues oty e

Il fy B U7 2- 26756777 wans ishalbotelcom

R 2 million make the load
much more bearable

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

SANDRINGHAM Gardens’ main fundraiser,
Share the Load, held in the Gerald Horwitz
lounge at Golden Acres recently, was once
again a success story — as it has been for the
past 20 years of it existence.

The event is a culmination of work car-
ried on over the past few months by organis-
er Myrna Jankelowitz and her team of
Phyllis Noick and Janice Skikne.

The two who have worked with
Jankelowitz for 13 and four years respective-
ly, spent hours and hours working hard to
sell the numbered tickets which are drawn
during the evening.

The method of creating the winning num-
bers is by a set of four glass cylinders each
filled with 10 coloured, numbered balls
which bounce around inside the cylinders,
rising higher and higher, until one ball even-
tually jumps into the slot at the top of the
cylinder.

The auditors - and everyone else in the
room - watch carefully as the first numbered
ball arrives at the top of each of the four

cylinders.

Four plastic tags with the corresponding
numbers are then hung on a frame for all to
see — as the balls fall into their slot.

Participants kept their tickets throughout
the evening, hoping that if their four digit
number did not come up the first time, it
would be made up with the next set of balls.

Radio 702’s Benita Levin acted as MC. She
announced the winning numbers and kept
the proceedings together.

Prizes started at R1 800 and rose in multi-
ples of 18 (Chai) to R144 000.

The event was carefully monitored by two
auditors from Grant Thornton, who checked
that everything was above board.

Several winning numbers were won by
anonymous donors with the prize money
going straight back to Sandringham
Gardens.

Michael Sieff praised everyone involved
in the function, saying that over R2 million
had been raised.

He said the money was much-needed for
the Chevrah’s projects with most of it going
to Sandringham Gardens.

Watching the proceedings is Edna Freinkel with
Ruth and Des Garb.

Henry Ulfane and Eunice Faiga
who come to Share the Load faith-
fully every year.

Laurence Molepo beside the beautifully
arranged mounds of colourful desserts.

L o
An arrangement of chocolate letters spell out
“Share the Load 2011".

/%
The Chevrah Kadisha’s CEO Michael

Sieff gives Myrna Jankelowitz a
presentation for all her efforts.
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Kevin Lacey and Ovadia Kaempf.

SYDNEY - An Australian federal court
decision has boosted the long-running
effort to extradite alleged Nazi war crimi-
nal Charles Zentai to his native Hungary.

Three judges agreed on Tuesday to
refer the case back to Home Affairs
Minister Brendan O’Connor, who origi-
nally approved Zentai's extradition to
Hungary in 2009 to face a murder charge
in the 1944 killing of 18-year-old Peter
Balasz in Budapest.

O'Connor's decision was overturned on
appeal last year, but the government

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF
COURT BOOSTS AUSTRALIA'S BID TO EXTRADITE ACCUSED NAZI WAR CRIMINAL

appeal of that decision was upheld this
week by the three-judge panel on two of
the three grounds.

Zentai, 89 and frail, can lodge a further
appeal in the High Court. He has fiercely
defended his innocence since he was first
arrested in 2005.

Australia has never extradited an
accused Nazi war criminal.

Konrads Kalejs, also an alleged Nazi
war criminal, died in Melbourne in 2001
at 88 while his case crawled through the
courts. (JTA)
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

CHALUTZIUT

In the 1930s the ideal of “chalutziut”
provided a great deal of inspiration
to Zionism in South Africa and to
youth movements in particular.

The dream of “building the land
and being rebuilt” captured the
imagination of many South
Africans, despite their largely mid-
dle-class backgrounds.

The ideology motivated the SA
Zionist Federation in Johannesburg
to set up a “chalutz” farm near
Klerksdorp in the (then) Transvaal
(now Northwest Province) before
the Second World War and several
of its graduates subsequently came
to Israel on aliyah.

The farm was eventually closed
down, but agricultural training for
would-be “chalutzim” was provided
afterwards at Northcliff in Johan-
nesburg for members of Habonim.
Later a farm was set up at
Palmietfontein for Bnei Zion gradu-
ates. Other “chalutz” farms were
established near Brits, Ogies and at
Balfour Park in Johannesburg.

« From: “Seventy Years of SA
Aliyah” by Philip Gillon, 1992.

Philip Gluckman made aliyah
soon after the State was established.
He changed his name to Philip
Gillon. For many years he was a
leading writer in The Jerusalem
Post.

ALF JAMES, FORMER
ARCADIAN WHO BECAME A
PROFESSIONAL BOXING
CHAMPION

Alf James was born in Pretoria and
raised in Arcadia. He was one of the
cleverest and shrewdist tacticians
in his chosen sport - boxing. His
first coach was Jim Turner who
gained his experience in the bare-
knuckle days.

Alfie won his first title at the age
of 17 in (the then) Natal. He worked
his passage on a Union Castle mail
boat and arrived in England with £2
(R4) in his pocket.

In London he had a job as an
usher in the Trocadero Club in the
Elephant and Castle suburb in
South London. He then joined the
La Bohemia club in Mile End Road
in eastern London. He won his
first fight at the Black Friars
against Alf Hayman on January
30, 1938.

When the Second World War
broke out, he returned to South

Africa and joined the Rand Light
Infantry and saw service in Egypt.
After suffering from malaria he
returned to South Africa.

After the war he fought the well-
known Laurie Stevens for the
South African welterweight title
and, conceding weight, he fought
out a draw. He won the SA light-
weight championship when he
fought Willie Miller. A knock-out
by George Angel ended James’s
career; he fought 67 bouts and won
51.

James died in London at the age
of 81 - an SA boxing legend.

THE DIAMOND CUTTING
INDUSTRY

The story of Alec Leibowitz contin-
ues:

“De Beers decided to manufac-
ture polishing machines designed
by Alec Leibowitz. After extensive
trials, involving the Bonas
Machine Company of Sunderland
at De Beers’ sight-holder facto-
ries, sets of 40 machines were
eventually offered to all the dia-
mond trading manufacturing
sight-holders.

“The Piermatic Polishing
Machine was launched, named
after the late De Beers director,
Pierre Crockaert. It was an auto-

mated polishing machine for
faceted prepared sawable rough
diamonds.

“The Diamond Trading Company
(De Beers’ selling arm) established
teams of instructors active
throughout the 1970s to install and
train their clients’” workmen in all
the major cutting centres, with
Israel being the main focus and
machines also being installed in
Belgium, back home in South
Africa, in Russia, Hong Kong and
India.

“Alec Leibowitz who passed away
in 2005, made a huge contribution to
the diamond cutting industry
world-wide.”

“Sight holders” are the preferred
clients of De Beers, who alone can
buy parcels of rough diamonds
monthly direct from The Diamond
Trading Company.

LONDON
From Miriam Margolyes:

“I'm a subscriber to the Jewish
Report, because I have many family
members in South Africa. My inter-
est is largely genealogical and I
wonder whether you might be
interested in suggesting to the edi-
tor, that you also host a ‘Family
Tree’ section.

“Millions of people across the
world are interested in tracing their
South African relatives. Many
Jewish newspapers (the UK Jewish
Telegraph for example) have a
small section where people can
place a search enquiry for their lost
families. It helps to reunite families;
it’s a real mitzvah.”

Her e-mail
yarra@gmail.com

address is:

A land of history,
challenges, leisure and celebrations.
It remains a preferred holiday destination
for those who want a bit more.

Making ORT South
Africa’s vision a reality

MIKE KING
ORT SA

ORT SOUTH Africa’s vision of
making South Africa a better
place, is becoming a reality for the
pupils of Minerva High School in
Alexandra township northeast of
Johannesburg.

By training and motivating
learners to get involved in the
community and using productive
food gardens as a tangible means
of support to benefit the commu-
nity, ORT SA will be positioned to
secure assistance from corporate
companies which will assist in

making these gardens sustainable
in the long term.

The first sponsor and driving
force who came on board was
Advance Seed. Its CEO, Brian
Lever has pledged to supply the
project with whatever quantity of
food seed is required to create sus-
tainable food gardens. In addition
to the seed, agronomist Marcus
Marune will be available to supply
hands-on professional advice on
farming practice.

JoJo Tanks have also joined the
project and have installed some
tanks at the school. Rod Cairns,
MD of the company, said: “We are

delighted to be partnering with
ORT to provide JoJo water tanks
to develop sustainable food gar-
dens in underprivileged communi-
ties.

“Our association with ORT gives
us an excellent opportunity to
make a real difference and to con-
tribute to the global effort to raise
awareness of the need to save
water. Saving water should be a
way of life.

At the Minerva site it is estimat-
ed that with the water harvesting
system and the JoJo tanks strategi-
cally placed, the school will not pay
a cent to irrigate their food garden
for the whole of the summer.

ORT SA draws on the physical
resources in the community, and
then goes “many steps” further to
bring hope to the seemingly hope-
less.

e

Agronomi
st Marcus
Marune,
from
Advance
Seed
(right)
and
Richard
Ntati from
Minerva
High
School in
Alexandra
township.

ISRAEL

IT'S YOUR HOME

For holidays to Israel and around the world,
you can rely on our 30 years' expertise and
outstanding personal service.

Start planning your next trip and
call us NOW to avoid disappointment!
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provide financing.

We are the world's 3"-largest and oldest solar
company, with a heritage spanning over half a
century in over 50 countries.

For a free quotation by an installer
in your area, contact us today.

afrilanga

Save up to 50% of your power bill
...with Israeli solar technology

Our systems are the most energy-efficient in
SA, and thus enjoy the highest Eskom
rebates: up to R8,964. So you get the best
technology, at the lowest price! We can even

011-872-2067
] 083-230-0334
sales@afrilanga.com
www.afrilanga.com
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SA'S LEADING ISRAEL TRAVEL SPECIALIST

Ground Floor JHI House, 11 Cradock Avenue
Cnr Baker Street, Rosebank

Tel: (011) 788-2050
TEN YEARS
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The fashion atelier with a difference

After o decade of highly rewording interaction Atefe would
like to extend her gratitude to her Jewish clients and friends
for their loyalty and support.

And she is looking forward to another 10 years of designing
in her passionate endeavour to spreod some “chic Parisien”
among Johannesburg’s ladies.

Feel free to contact her now for viewing her spring-summer
collection 20112, Choose from a vast range of gorgeous
designer fabrics and experience your choice being tailored
into your dream outfit.

And all this in a soothing ambience "far from the

Tel: (011) 447-3831 | Cell: 076-219-6359

travel
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Haute Couture by
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LIMMUD

No-holds barred discussions
at Limmud 2011

The large array of topics, presented by an impressive panel of speakers from SA
and abroad, ensured Limmud 2011 had nourishing food for the soul to dispense.

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPHS: FRANK HAYMANN

LIMMUD held the first conference
in its series, at the Riverside Hotel
on the Vaal River last weekend,
with 400 people attending.

Limmud was in Durban on Mon-
day and Cape Town this weekend.

A Kkey speaker was Basil Krans-
dorff, soon to be the recipient at the
White House of the Ashoka award
for his e’Pap feeding schemes in
Africa.

In the political sphere and partic-
ularly on Israeli-Palestinian issues,
were Gerald Steinberg, professor of
political studies at Bar Ilan
University and president of NGO
Monitor, and Prof David Newman,
dean of the faculty of humanities
and social sciences at Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev.

Newman is also editor of the
“International Journal of Geo-
politics” and a geographer, who for
two decades, has worked on the
likely boundaries of a new
Palestinian state for numerous
Israeli government commissions.

Then there was anthropologist
and organisational culture expert,
Gideon Kunda, a professor in the
department of labour studies at Tel
Aviv University. Kunda serves on
the board of Reut-Sadaka, an Arab-
Jewish youth movement, where the
increasing radicalisation of Israeli
Arabs, many of whom now identify
themselves as Palestinians, has
resulted in a tenuous relationship.

Kunda, presenting the human
face of Israel’s minorities, is
founder and academic director of
the Community Education Centre,
which trains and educates mem-
bers of the foreign worker and
refugee communities in Tel Aviv.

The presence of these communi-
ties throws up the vexing questions
of their and their children’s rights
and future citizenship in Israel.

Most of the refugees, for
instance, are Africans who have
come from places such as Sudan,
Rwanda and Darfur, and have

Steve Barnett leads a drum-
ming session for Limmud
participants.

entered Israel illegally.

Kunda said he and Steinberg had
agreed not to attend each other’s
discussions, each holding polar
views on Israel today. Kunda,
Newman and Yariv Oppenheimer,
another Israeli guest speaker,
favour a two-state solution.

Oppenheimer is the director-gen-
eral of Peace Now, whom Steinberg
said had supported selective boy-
cotts against Israel. Oppenheimer
surprised Steinberg on a panel dis-
cussion on Zionism, claiming his
support for Steinberg’s position on
the Law of Return to maintain a
Jewish state.

He argued for full citizenship
rights and obligations for the 20 per
cent Arab minority. “The game
should be over already in Gaza and
the West Bank” in terms of full cit-
izenship rights, Oppenheimer said.

Peace Now, with 10 000 followers,
supported the Labour Party and
believed the social protests that have
occurred in recent weeks, largely
from the middle class, will augur
well for the tempering of the free
market policies of Likud and see the
introduction of lower taxes on the
middle class and affordable housing.

While Israeli issues demanded
attention in the Limmud pro-
gramme, there were many who
chose the spiritual route. Even
here, though, Israel’s future was of
concern. Guest speaker Rabbi
Simon Jacobson, author of
“Towards a Meaningful Life”, who
documented and published the late
Rebbe Menachem Mendel Schneer-
son’s public talks from 1979 to 1992,
shared his views on what he con-
sidered the short- and long-term

prognosis for Israel.

To appreciate the current battles
in Israel and to be able to create a
comprehensive game plan, Rabbi
Jacobson contended that we had to
place it in context by retracing the
steps in history that led to our
world today.

In his presentation, “The Kab-
balah of Today’s Global Conflicts”,
he traced the roots of today’s con-
flicts to the battles in Abraham’s
home. He then drew a line through
the history of the world empires to
show how today’s wars were part of
a long process.

This meant integrating G-dliness
into the material world. “This
would lead to the Messianic age - a
world where there is no more
destruction and terror and all chil-
dren of Abraham serve the One
G-d of Abraham in harmony.”

This required two approaches.
The first: a stronger passionate
embrace of our inner values. The
second: the commitment to refin-
ing the world.

While there is difference in opin-
ions, even diametrically opposed
ones at the Limmud discussions, it
creates room for intensely Jewish
debate and often, reconciliation.

It attracts people from Israel and
other Diaspora communities, who
play an integral role in the shaping
of world Jewish communities. One
such was Atlanta-based Seth
Cohen, a senior leader in the
Charles and Lynn Schusterman
Family Foundation, who leads its
global efforts to identify, connect
and support networks of young
Jews to help them create Jewish
experiences and communities.

Painstakingly following the

money trail used to harm Israel

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPH:
FRANK HAYMANN

PROFESSOR OF politi-
cal studies at Bar Ilan
University and president
of NGO Monitor, Gerald
Steinberg, believes the
Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions campaign
against Israel, and the
exploitation of the
apartheid South Africa
analogy, is as serious a
threat to the Jewish
state as the danger posed by Iran
and its terrorist clients, Hezbollah
and Hamas.

Steinberg was one of the open-
ing speakers at the Limmud con-
ference, with his topic, “The BDS
Movement - Diagnosis and
Effective Responses”.

Having researched this issue for
10 years, Steinberg and his NGO
Monitor have done much of the
spadework for Israel and other
governments in tracking and

Professor Gerald
Steinberg.

exposing the funding of
the BDS movement and
monitoring some 1 500
NGOs that grew out of
the Durban Conference
of 2001.

Important to realise
was the BDS objective. In
the words of the Pales-
tinian Campaign for the
Academic and Cultural
Boycott of Israel (PACBI),
in September 2009: “(BDS
is not a) strategy to end
only the 42-year old mili-
tary occupation of the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip...
colonialism or apartheid (cannot be
limited to) the Palestinian territory
occupied in 1967, (but) to historic
Palestine which now encompasses
the state of Israel.”

The BDS movement was not a
group of individuals and small
organisations that had drifted into
it, Steinberg pointed out, but was
a very well-funded, international
campaign. An estimated 100 mil-
lion euros from European govern-

ments were annually funnelled
secretly to more than 80 Israeli
and Palestinian political NGOs.

NGO Monitor uncovered Dutch
government funding to the tune of
120 million euros annually via
ICCO to the electronic intifada.
On exposure, it drew from Dutch
Foreign Minister Uri Rosenthal
the pledge “to keep a close eye on
the situation at ICCO, and other
development organisations”.

The forthcoming  Russell
Tribunal in November in Cape
Town, was directly linked to the
Durban 2001 strategy to brand
Israel “a racist, apartheid state
and its (form) of apartheid a
crime against humanity”.

It was also linked to the
Goldstone Report and the BDS
movement.

Alliances with real victims of
apartheid and human rights viola-
tions were necessary. These vic-
tims had been almost completely
ignored because of the focus on
Israel, largely by the Arab-based
UN Human Rights Council.

Lewis Levin surrounded by kids at Limmud with the Havdalah
candles.
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Rabbi Simon Jacobson addresses a group of Limmudniks.

Old adage runs true:
‘Good fences good
neighbours make’

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPH:
FRANK HAYMANN

WERE ISRAEL and the
Palestinians to restart
peace negotiations, 85
per cent of the work
would already have
been done on redrawing
Israel’s borders, leaving
only a 15 per cent mar-
gin for last minute deci-
sions.

Those borders includ-
ed options and qualifica-
tions and took into account the
issues of Jerusalem, settlements,
refugees and water rights. So said
Professor David Newman, dean of
the faculty of social studies and
humanities at Ben-Gurion Uni-
versity of the Negev.

Prof Newman is a geographer,
who has also worked on borders
in Europe and the US (with
Mexico).

He added that this assumed
redrawing of Israel’s borders for a
two-state solution, was the only
basis for resolving the conflict
between the sides.

In 1948-49, when the Green Line
was drawn, the border between
Israel and the West Bank, people
asked why such a crazy map. The
simple answer was that it reflect-
ed the position of Israeli and
Jordanian troops at the time, and
the Hagannah’s desire to protect
settlements then in the West
Bank, mainly in the lowlands.

While terrorism and the borders
hadn’t changed since then, the
demographics had. From a popula-
tion of two million in the whole
area between the Mediterranean
and the Jordan River in the thirties,
in 2011 there was a population of
between eight to nine million. Jews
comprised a 58 per cent majority in
the area, which included the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank. Excluding
those areas, they represented an 80
per cent majority.

Oslo cut up the West Bank into
Area A, which is under
Palestinian autonomy and includ-
ed the majority of the Palestinian
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Newman.

Prof David

population, situated
mostly in towns. Area B
consisted of rural Pale-
stinian areas under
Israeli security control.
Area C consisted of the
vast majority of the
region under Israel’s
total civil and security
control.
With consensus a-
/j, round the need for more
.| compact areas, since
1949 three approaches
had been tried. The first
was to look at the West
Bank as a fresh area. A second
argued the 1949 armistice created
the West Bank, which was not part
of Israel.

Newman said the nomenclature
of Judea and Samaria was more
accurate geographically to de-
scribe this area, though it made a
political statement.

The third option said: Let’s start
by looking at the Green Line. We
all know 300 000 people cannot be
evacuated. Complicating the sce-
nario is the security fence, in real-
ity a political one, about 70 per
cent of which followed the Green
Line and the rest encompassed
settlements. Next to it now was a
highway.

“The Palestinians want to go
back to the Green Line. We want
to ensure equality,” explained
Newman. What had been pro-
posed was a swap of eight per cent
of the land that included the set-
tlements. This could be found
either in the south or north of the
West Bank or by enlarging the
Gaza Strip.

A complicating factor was that
Arab Israelis didn’t want to bein a
new Palestinian state even though
they saw themselves as Pales-
tinians.

There were a lot of political and
technical considerations, but
Newman said those would not
take another five years to work
out. He did not advocate returning
to the Green Line but to work with
the new realities created over the
past 10 years and which had been
discussed openly.
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From e’Pap to the
plight of foreign
workers, to inner
city development...

ROBYN SASSEN

TIKKUN OLAM - fixing the
ills of the world - was a sig-
nificant strand of focus
in Limmud; among other
things, it considered how to
supplement health, address
urban squalor and foreign-
ers’ plights.

Industrial chemist with
KwaZulu-Natal qualifica-
tions, Basil Kransdorff has
developed e’Pap, a synthet-
ic, but easily absorbable and
digestible foodstuff, which
gives the body the equiva-
lent of a 10-meal course in
nutrients.

“G-d designed us to get
nutrients from our food: cop-
per, zinc, iron, selenium, mag-
nesium, phosphorus. Urban-
ised environments cause us to
suffer pandemically from
anaemia, diabetes, obesity;
the trace elements are no
longer in our food.

“It’s all about money: For
instance, the maize germ is
removed in the milling of
flour. The remaining sterile
carbohydrate gets milled.
With the germ, the flour
rots. Without it, it doesn’t;
but it lacks nutrients. An
apple a day will no longer
keep the doctor away.

“We need to be nutrient
replete,” he added, showing
before and after photographs
of people with conditions like
malnutrition. E’Pap is cheap-
er than Coke. “The general
approach toward designing
food for the poor is with
cheap materials.

“For e’Pap, we used the
costliest technology avail-
able.” It is distributed to 15
countries in Africa; over 10
million people are able to
benefit from this modern-day manna.

MIT-educated professor of anthropolo-
gy and social activist, Gideon Kunda
spoke of the plight of foreign workers
and refugees in Israel. “In 1948, Israel
represented an unprecedented reality
for Jews. It was about redefining bound-
aries. At the time of the 1987 Intifada,
Israel was a democratic economy.
Foreigners came in as labourers.

“Globalisation means the collapse of
boundaries and the influx of visa-hold-
ing workers

“In Israel’s case, people from the
Philippines, Turkey, Thailand, came.
Bound to an employer, they had no lan-
guage, rights or family. Many couldn’t go
home, or wouldn’t. They wanted to make

HAYMANN)

Basil Kransdorff. (PHOTO-
GRAPH COURTESY BRAND-
SOUTHAFRICA.COM)

Renney Pllt (PHOTO-
GRAPH BY ILAN
OSSENDRYVER)

Gideon Kunda.
(PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK

themselves a new life.

“After 1987, a community
undefinable ethnically or
nationally began. Practically,
kids of mixed relationships
are Israeli. For some, they’re
demons, unwanted by socie-
ty. But they are entitled to
healthcare, welfare and edu-
cation. Approximately 250 000
foreign workers are currently
in Israel, with some 60 000 in
Tel Aviv.

“Those fleeing genocide in
East Africa come to Israel,
where they are considered
asylum seekers and can’t be
deported. In Tel Aviv, there
are currently about 30 000.
Many have visas, suggesting
they can work. But the ultra-
Orthodox Shas party believes
their lives are too easy. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s rules circumscribe
where these people can live.
Many of them land up in the
streets.

“NGOs offer alternative
welfare services. Conse-
quently, Israel has become a
‘Silicon Valley’ of start-ups.
Direct involvement is criti-
cally important.”

Direct involvement is part
of the ethos of Brakpan-
born accountant Renney
Plit, who with his brother
Wayne, was a winner at this
year’s Jewish Business
Achiever Awards. The Plits
run Afhco and have, over
the last decade, built it into
the most recognised devel-
oper of affordable housing
in Johannesburg’s inner
city.

“We began this 15 years
ago; everyone else was run-
ning away.” They bought
Lister Medical Centre in
Jeppe Street in 1996, for
R500 000 and sold it this year, for R43 mil-
lion. “All that has happened is the mar-
ket has changed.

“We’re doing a residential rejuvena-
tion.” He showed before and after photo-
graphs of buildings, some of which had
been reduced to vertical ‘squatter
camps’, many without sewerage facili-
ties or electricity.

“The city used to be where people
worked. Now they will choose to live
here. In one building, we’ve created a
rooftop vegetable garden, in another, a
rooftop playground.

“We believe we must do something,
else we won’t have a country left. It’s not
only about fixing buildings. It’s about
growing communities.”

Multiple answers to
‘What women Want next’

ROBYN SASSEN

ONE OF Limmud’s final sessions,
the panel “What do (Jewish)
women want next?” was chaired by
respected academic Barbara Bunt-
man. It was one of the few dealing
with women issues at Limmud 2011.

It comprised clinical psycholo-
gist, Adina Roth, a graduate of
Jerusalem’s Pardes Institute of
Jewish Studies and New York’s

Drisha Institute for Jewish ¥

Education; Capetonian SeXOl‘?ngt Adina Roth. (PHOTO- Marlene Wasserman.
Marlene Wasserman (Dr Eve); the grapH cOURTESY (PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK
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International Council of Chris-
tians and Jews, Israel-based Debbie
Weissman; and Brooklyn resident
singer/songwriter Michelle Citrin,
recently named on Billboard
Music’s Top Songwriters.

Roth framed this topic with
Limmud co-chairman Wayne Suss-
man, parodying Sigmund Freud’s
quip “What does a woman want?”

Raised traditionally Orthodox
and educated at Chabad and Bnei
AKiva-oriented schools, in 1995 she
completed a women’s leadership
programme in Israel, where among
other things, she learnt to layn.

“I wanted to create spaces for
this in South African orthodoxy.”
Roth made attempts in 1996 to introduce
women’s Torah readings in Johannesburg;
she was banned by the broader community,
eventually hosting a reading in secret.

Today she prepares girls for their batmitz-
vahs. “Layning is part of what I teach, in an
independent setting. Halachically, women
are taught to disconnect from their bodies. A
batmitzvah should not just parody a bar-
mitzvah; we do a mikvah ritual. For me it is
the next frontier, not excluding, but combin-
ing the beauty of Orthodox traditions.”

Wasserman commented on how the
panel’s focus offended her. “I know nothing
about Jewish women only,” she said. “I
treat women from all kinds of faiths and do
not distinguish between them. For the
women I deal with, the issue of rape inter-
faces with a context informed by stringent
rules in society.

“There is seldom a voice around the use
of a condom, fidelity or abuse. One solution
is engaging men” - and she celebrated the
four men in the otherwise female audience -
“if we can get men to be more humble, we
have a chance at balance.”

Weissman added: “When we try to uni-
versalise human beings, we land up dehu-
manising them. Most cultures are patriar-
chal; we work within their confines,” she
recalled being at the Women’s Liberation
riot in New York in August 1971. “The buzz-

Debbie Weissman.
(PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK
HAYMANN)

Michelle Citrin.
(PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK
HAYMAN)

word was ‘iron while the strike is hot’. I
remember thinking at the time this is all
well and good, but I don’t think we will ever
have women rabbis. I was wrong!

“I think progress toward getting women
in orthodoxy ordained is remarkable,” she
cited South African-born Sara Hurwitz,
ordained in 2009 as “Maharat”, by Rabbi Avi
Weiss, in Riverdale, New York.

“We have made almost no progress on
Agunot. There is movement in Orthodox
feminism to talk of sexuality and single par-
enthood. But abuse remains closeted. So
many women still believe that to be married
is more important than their own happi-
ness.”

Said Citrin, whose mother told her from
babyhood to “marry a nice Jewish boy”: “I
grew up hating skirts and all they repre-
sented. I am a working musician. It is a
dream job, but my values of honesty and
integrity get scuppered: ‘You have to think
like a dude’, I get told. I'm not a dude! I'm a
dudette! I want it to be about respect.”

The panelists answered questions from
the floor; one pondered feminism’s urgency.
Wasserman replied: “For 3 000 years we’ve
moved one step at a time. It’s too slow!”

Another commented on how women
enforce misogynist values. Wasserman
replied: “There is so much shame, we are
complicit in hiding things.”

Rabbi Nathan
Lopes
Cardozo with
Wayne
Sussman,
Limmud
national

co-chairman.
PHOTOGRAPH:
FRANK
HAYMANN
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Being Jewish at
the Vaal River

IN THESE confusing times, many people seek a
sharper sense of their identities and the com-
munities to which they belong. This includes a
hunger among Jews, also in South Africa, for
examining their Jewish background. Limmud,
which took place last weekend at a Vaal River
venue (reported on pages 8 and 9) was - again -
both a celebration and exploration of
Jewishness in its secular and religious senses.

As in previous years, it attracted “main-
stream” Jews and others more on the fringes - a
rich mixture participating in workshops and
talks by local and international speakers.

Rabbi Simon Jacobson spoke about finding a
meaningful life as a Jew. His audience was visi-
bly moved by his story of an internally conflict-
ed woman for whom the phrase “Birth is G-d
saying you matter” became a key element of
her search for self-worth.

Others approached religious Jewish identity
from different directions, including the ritualis-
tic and kabbalistic.

No Jew today can ignore Israel. A major
theme was the place the Jewish State occupies
in Jews’ lives, and the issues it grapples with.

Haim Aronowitz, a former South African who
made aliyah some 30 years ago, had his audi-
ence enthralled as he took them in detail
through the text of Israel’s Declaration of
Independence - which most Jews have never
read - and the values enshrined in it, including
“the natural right of the Jewish people to be a
nation like all other nations, masters of their
own fate in their own sovereign state”.

Sadly, some challenges - both internal and
external - seem today so intractable that it is
hard to see a resolution for this tiny state of
seven million people. Perhaps this is a typical
Jewish condition: grappling with opposites
which cannot be reconciled.

As Israeli anthropologist Gideon Kunda said
in his talk: “Israel is an ongoing debate - being
Israeli means many things.”

If Israel is a homeland for the Jewish people,
what about others living there who are not
Jewish? Kunda leads humanitarian activities
for low-paid foreign workers - of whom there
are some 250 000 and growing - including
Filipinos, Turks and others. They come on a
five-year visa, allowed to work for only one
employer, and despite often poor conditions,
don’t want to leave since circumstances in their
home countries are infinitely worse.

Israel represents a form of “sanity” for them.
They have established communities in south
Tel Aviv, their children are growing up as
Israelis and Israel faces the dilemma of what to
do with them. Experience worldwide shows for-
eign workers do not go home, says Kunda.

Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo, speaking about
the prickly issue of conversion, raised another
conundrum - the thousands of immigrants
from the former Soviet Union in Israel who,
while living fully as Israelis today, are not
halachically Jewish - even though their spouses
or fathers may be - and are not accepted as
Jewish by the authorities.

If this issue is not resolved, he says, a huge
group of Israelis could end up hating Israel and
even Jews, with disastrous consequences for
the state. He suggests a possible radical solution
- creating a kind of halfway situation of “non-
Jewish Jews” who observe a portion of the 613
mitzvoth as much as they are able to, and whose
children will perhaps become fully Jewish later,
thus absorbing them fully into the Jewish peo-
ple. We publish the text of his talk at Limmud
on this page.

Political commentator Gerald Steinberg
added to the mix, describing Israel’s enemies’
campaign emanating from “Durban” in 2001 to
delegitimise it in stages - through NGOs, the
media, the UN, diplomats and academia.

Talking about Mr Justice Richard
Goldstone’s notorious report accusing Israel of
war crimes, he said: “The UNHRC (United
Nations Human Rights Council) is always look-
ing for Jews to lead the charge against Israel.”

Limmud has again shown itself to be a great
forum for exploring myriad aspects of what it is
to be Jewish. Now in its fifth year, it looks set to
consolidate more firmly from year to year and
contribute to the richness and “unity-in-diversi-
ty” of South African Jewry. We look forward to
next year’s Limmud.

OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Solving the conversion crisis

RABBI NATHAN LOPES CARDOZO
FOUNDER AND DEAN OF THE
DAVID CARDOZO ACADEMY

CONVERSION IS a serious mat-
ter. It signals a transformation
and involves a tremendous
amount of soul-searching.
Human beings are more than
just accumulations of plasma,
complex robots, or tool-making
creatures that can change and adapt at the
drop of a hat.

Human beings have souls and profound
emotions. They experience spiritual and
moral struggles in which religion plays a
major part. Conversion is a far-reaching
decision: it culminates in immersion in a
mikvah, a ritual bath that symbolises the
mother’s womb.

“A non-Jew who converts is like a new-
born baby,” says the Talmud in Yebamoth
22a.

Conversion also implies a deep commit-
ment to Jewish tradition. It requires a
pledge to follow a particular lifestyle, the
observance of the commandments and a
deep emotional connection with the Jewish
people. It means becoming part of this mys-
terious “Jewish soul”, which remains unex-
plainable but is as real as it can be.

So, what should we do with all those peo-
ple who are unable to take that drastic, far-
reaching step but still want to be part of it?
Israel is flooded today with thousands of
immigrants who are of Jewish descent, yet
not halachically Jewish. Should we convert
them even though we know that they will
not live a fully committed Jewish life? Or
should we abandon them, basically ignor-
ing and excluding them as we do now?

Should we suggest that they lie to the rab-
binical courts and tell the rabbis that they
intend to live a halachic life, although we
know that they will not, forcing them to vio-
late a central principle of Judaism which is
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth?

Should we make them guilty of ignoring
countless other commandments after their
conversion, a situation which would be

avoided if they did not convert?

Or should we convert them
anyway, because of our obses-
sion with Jewish unity and
our fear that the State of Israel
would otherwise be unable to
survive?

Have we forgotten that the
Jews exist to keep the great
mission of Judaism alive? It is
not the function of Judaism to
keep the Jewish people alive. After all,
what is the point of even having a Jewish
people if Judaism is compromised and its
great ethical and deeply religious mes-
sage for all mankind, based firmly on
halacha, becomes a joke?

The answer, we suggest, is the “two
brotherly people solution”: Jewish Jews
and non-Jewish Jews. This would involve
creating communities of “non-Jewish
Jews” in which those who are not pre-
pared to go the whole way could develop
their own brand of Judaism.

They could have their own synagogues
in which to practise aspects of Jewish tra-
dition that they wish to use. They could
decide for themselves to what extent to
observe Shabbat or keep kosher.

Their wedding ceremonies could make
use of many Jewish rituals and they
could have their own “Jewish” cemeter-
ies where they could adopt as many
Jewish religious practices as possible
rather than be forced to bury their dead
in totally secular or non-Jewish burial
grounds.

We could set up outreach programmes
for them, enabling them to study Judaism
and choose whatever aspects they wish to
adopt. We could even create yeshivot and
seminars for this specific purpose.

In this way they would feel part of the
wider Jewish community and would not
feel coerced into complying with halacha,
while the halacha would itself remain
uncompromised.

To ensure that they feel at home in the
Jewish State, we could offer them various
privileges and advantages.

We could provide a benign sort of pro-
tectia, so that they would feel comfortable
as loyal citizens of the State of Israel. We
should think about paying them better
wages, help them succeed in their endeav-
ours, so that they would want to continue
living in this great country.

After all, they are our brothers and sis-
ters. They are not goyim. We share a
sense of Jewishness with them and they
are part of the family, though slightly
removed.

True, this would not solve all our prob-
lems. There would be “mixed marriages”
between the two communities, the non-
Jewish Jews and the Jewish Jews. Yet, it
would be reasonable to expect that the
more familiar they became with Jewish
tradition on their own terms, the more
likely it would be that they would take
that final step and convert properly and
honestly according to halacha. In this
way they and the halacha would both be
protected against dishonesty.

The benefits of this approach would be
many. And not just for the non-Jewish
Jews. There can be little doubt that many
halachic Jews would join the educational
programmes and attend the non-Jewish
synagogues. It would allow many to redis-
cover what it means to be a Jew and give
them an opportunity to become more
observant without being coerced.

Halachic authorities, educators and the
government, should consider this option
seriously, rather than bury their heads in
the sand, pretending nothing can be done.
For those who suggest that we should
convert our immigrants without asking
them to commit to halacha, this is surely
a perfect alternative to their convoluted
attempts to justify the unjustifiable.

Halachic Judaism offers tremendous
scope for flexibility and creativity on a
level that many of our leaders have never
really considered. It is time they did.

« This is the gist of the lecture Rabbi
Cardozo delivered at Limmud 2011 last
weekend.

Jews must respond to the crisis in Somalia

CARYL M STERN
NEW YORK

A TRAGEDY is unfolding in the Horn of
Africa, where hundreds of thousands of
children are at immediate risk of death.
The disastrous combination of the worst
drought in 60 years, high food prices and
regional conflict has left 12 million people,
including more than two million malnour-
ished children, in urgent need of humani-
tarian assistance.

A huge migration is now taking place
from the areas of southern Somalia that
have been engulfed in famine to the capital,
Mogadishu, and to neighbouring Kenya,
Ethiopia and Djibouti.

Mothers carry their infants for days or
weeks on end, desperate to find them nour-
ishment, clean water and medical assis-
tance. Some have been forced to make an
unthinkable “Sophie’s choice” about which
child to feed - a decision no parent should
ever have to make.

The next rains are not due to arrive until
October, meaning that no new harvests can
be expected in the region before the end of
the year. Unless aid to affected areas
increases significantly, the famine will like-

ly spread and intensify, putting many
more young lives in jeopardy.

However, despite the scale of this catas-
trophe, the drought and famine in the
Horn of Africa have not consistently
made headlines, nor have these scourges
caught the attention of many Americans.
The international donor community, so
quick to mobilise after similar disasters,
has been slow to respond to the situation
in Somalia. This catastrophe is not on the
public agenda; it urgently needs to be.

With this in mind, I turn to the Jewish
community - my community - for support
in our efforts to save the lives of children
threatened by conditions beyond their
control. After serving nearly two decades
in Jewish communal life, I have spent the
past five years as president and CEO of
the US Fund for UNICEF, which is one of
several entities trying to get aid to the
afflicted area.

My worldview, personally and profes-
sionally, has been shaped by a commit-
ment to tikkun olam - healing the world.
It comes from my mother, who was a
child in Vienna during Kristallnacht. She
survived the Holocaust by being sent to
the United States in 1939, at the age of six,
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along with her four-year-old brother.

They were raised for two years in an
orphanage for Jewish refugee children in
New York. My mother’s dislocation as a
little girl left both of us with the profound
desire to do whatever we could to protect
and care for other vulnerable children.

Today, it is in the Horn of Africa where
children’s survival is most in peril. More
than 400 000 refugees, the vast majority of
whom are women and children, are
crowded into three refugee camps in
Kenya. They desperately require nourish-
ment, medicine and access to clean water
and sanitation facilities to survive.

Aid organisations are there, providing
those services - along with child-friendly
spaces and educational opportunities -
but the needs are tremendous.

In Somalia, the epicentre of the emer-
gency, tens of thousands of people - main-
ly children - have died in the last few
months.

UNICEF and other humanitarian
groups are reaching thousands of mal-
nourished children with nutritional sup-
plies. One highly effective weapon is a
nutritional peanut paste that has the
power to pull a child back from the brink
of starvation. Packed with protein and
vitamins, it is ready to use and does not
need to be refrigerated or mixed with
water. This miracle paste is saving lives.
But many more are threatened and will
perish if we don’t act quickly.

The Jewish community must take
notice of the plight of these children. As
Jews, we have been at the forefront of
humanitarian causes and responses to
international disasters. Humanity is fac-
ing a devastating crisis in the Horn of
Africa. We cannot fail to fulfil our Jewish
responsibilities now. (JTA)

« Caryl M Stern is president and CEO of
the US Fund for UNICEF.



