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Harvard Law Professor Alan

Dershowitz has been called

“America’s most public Jewish

defender”, with strong views on

the Jewish State. He proudly

defends “the only democracy in

the Middle East”. He believes in a

two-state solution, but doesn’t

consider Israel a “Jewish state”,

rather a state where Jews have 

a homeland. He believes the 

settlements must go, to enable

peace with the Palestinians. 

He wowed a receptive SAZF

Conference audience.

(PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

(SEE STORY ON PAGE 6 & 7)
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‘PORK CASING’ ON LABEL IS A PRINTING ERROR

THE JOHANNESBURG Din says
some labels from the Pick n Pay
Kosher Butcheries erroneously
include “pork casing” in the ingredi-
ent list.

“This is purely a printing error. All
kosher butcheries under our supervi-

sion have permanently placed
mashgichim (kosher supervisors) and
there is no concern whatsoever for
non-kosher ingredients.

“Pick n Pay has sincerely apolo-
gised for their error and has taken
immediate steps to rectify it.”

BETH DIN EMPHASISES THE DICTUM ‘BUYER BEWARE’

THE UNION of Orthodox Synagogues
in Johannesburg says it has been
advised by the Orthodox Union of
America (OU) that Jaffa Gold and
Primor fruit juices, imported from
Israel, bear an unauthorised “OU-P”
sticker.

Some Primor fruit juices contain the
words “Kosher l’Pesach” in Hebrew on
the barcode sticker. These are also not
approved.

“While these products are kosher
for year round use (under a different
reliable hechsher), they have not been
approved for Pesach. It is important
for the consumer to check each and
every product purchased for Pesach,
even when found in the ‘Pesach sec-
tion’ of the supermarket.

“The Beth Din does not control the

purchases of the retailers and place-
ment of Pesach products in the super-
markets, and it remains the responsi-
bility of the consumer to ensure that
any items purchased carry a valid
Pesach hechsher (such as each and
every soup cube).

“Some imported products contain
the words ‘Kosher l’Pesach’ in Hebrew
or English, printed on either the label
or price sticker. In the absence of a
recognisable and reliable hechsher on
the same label or sticker, this wording
alone should not be relied upon.

“Please also note that many import-
ed products, especially from Israel,
carry a valid Pesach hechsher but con-
tain “kitniyot”. The custom among
Ashkenazi Jews is not to consume kit-
niyot on Pesach.

SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS
April 1/26 Adar 2
April 2/27 Adar 2

Tazria

Starts Ends
17:49 18:37 Johannesburg
18:10 19:14 Cape Town
17:36 18:24 Durban
17:55 18:44 Bloemfontein
17:56 18:45 Port Elizabeth
17:47 18:36 East London

PARSHA OF THE WEEK

PROF ALAN Dershowitz has a tongue on him! A lot more
than just a tongue, but what a tongue it is! 

Those of us who were privileged to hear him at the SA
Zionist Federation Conference this past week, were sim-
ply blown away by his erudition and fluency, but I hope
more importantly, by the essential message of his life:
Truth will triumph if you have the guts to speak it every-
where and everywhen.

The Torah teaches us that “death and life are in the
power of the tongue”, (Mishlei 18:21) and much has been
written and spoken, rightly so, regarding the negativity
of lashon hara (negative speech). 

Every year, when Parshot Tazria and M’tzorah come
around, we revisit the terrible tzara’at (plague) which vis-
ited people who were infamous for their lashon hara.  

Recently, many people have spoken to me of the pain
they feel when certain individuals use offhand Facebook
comments to make terrible, hurtful comments. This is the
power of “death” which a tongue can wield. 

But what of the life-force of the tongue?
Amidst building our awareness of the dangers of

lashon hara, we need to keep at the forefront of our
Jewish consciousness and conscience, two critical points:
the power for good of lashon tov (good speech) and the
halachic imperative which exists sometimes to speak
lashon hara.

The first fruit of lashon tov is what we heard from
Professor Dershowitz - creating a world where deception,
lies and baseless hatred are dispelled by the power of
truth. I learned a second from the famous S’fat Emet’s
profound explanation of the function of lashon tov with-
in Jewish sociology. He writes: 

“Now the main advantage of humans’ power of speech
over animals is the ability it gives us to join together in a
society, which only happens via our speech… and this
ability to speak is derived from the power of the soul...
Because, from the perspective of the soul, all souls have
one common root.”

We see that one of the benefits of lashon tov, is that it
helps bridge the infinite gaps in personality, ethnicity,
parenting and values which exist between different peo-
ple. Lashon tov helps us build a society in which different
people can join together for noble aims in the holiness of
diversity, in recognition of the fact that, as the S’fat Emet
says, we are all soul-branches of one another. 

On the other hand, there is also the requirement,
halachically, that in certain situations, one must speak
up, even to speak lashon hara. 

The definition of lashon hara is that it is true and that
it causes some type of damage to its subject. The damage
could be financial, emotional, psychological, social and so
on. 

Each Jew should ask a competent halachic authority if
faced with this type of situation, because the halachot are
numerous and complex; but what we dare not lose sight of
is that the purpose of these halachot is not to shut us up
permanently, but to help us navigate the perilous
tightrope spanning two opposing options: mindless, yet
harmful blather, on the one hand, and self-imposed gag-
orders, on the other. 

The Torah teaches us that either extreme is dangerous
- complete silence in the face of evil is no less problemat-
ic than slandering every Facebook friend we have.

Bsd

PARSHAT TAZRIA
Rabbi Ramon Widmonte
Bnei Akiva

Speak up now
WHILE ACCEPTING responsibility for
the upkeep of the Brixton Jewish
Cemetery in Johannesburg, the
Chevrah Kadisha, in response to the
Jewish Report story in last week’s
paper about the sad state of affairs at
the cemetery and the rampant vandal-
ism there, says the maintenance “rests
primarily with local government,
under whose ownership and supervi-
sion these burial grounds fall”.

The Chevrah, in a media release,
recognising the dilapidated state of the
Ohel, says it is engaging with a variety
of stakeholders to rectify the problem
and will ask permission from the local
municipality and Beth Din to demolish
the vandalised building.

The Chevrah pointed to a “major
mistake” in the JR article, namely that
“the maintenance of Brixton Cemetery
is the responsibility of the SAJBD
country communities department
under Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft. This is
simply not so.” 

It was never the intention of the
Jewish Report to cast any aspersions
on Rabbi Silberhaft and the sterling
work his country communities depart-
ment (which falls under the SA Jewish
Board of Deputies) does, but merely an
open question posed as to who would
take responsibility. The Jewish Report
stands corrected that Rabbi Silberhaft
and his department is not responsible
for any of Johannesburg’s cemeteries
and we apologise to any embarrass-

ment caused to him.  
Adds the Chevrah in its statement:

“Vandalism is rampant throughout our
city and squatters quickly entrench
themselves into any vacant space that is
unsecured 24/7.  This is a problem
affecting all cemeteries, not only Jewish
ones.  

“There is an urgent need for the
authorities to address this issue for the
sake of both the families of the deceased
and also to protect the dignity of the
deceased themselves. 

“The major damage caused by the
recent vandalism at Brixton Cemetery
was to the Ohel, but the article greatly
exaggerated the damage to actual
graves and headstones.

“Nevertheless, as community leaders
we acknowledge, with great sadness, the
reality of the situation and wish to
assure the community that we have
engaged with various stakeholders to
thoroughly explore a way forward.

“In this regard decisions have been
taken to obtain permission from the
local municipality and Beth Din to
demolish the Ohel. Stonemasons have
been consulted about the potential pos-
sibility of laying the headstones flat, as
is done in some of our country commu-
nities and in Eastern Europe. Other
plans are in process to remedy the situ-
ation.  

“Importantly, specific communities
and individuals have pledged some
financial support to the project.”

Plans afoot to rectify Brixton
Cemetery’s vandalised state

GLENHAZEL - NEW RELEASE

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 
Geoff Lees 082-551-9314  

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

ORCHARDS: NEW RELEASE

Modern cluster estate in the heart of the area, walk to Kollel
& Torah Academy, simplex units +/- 690m2 land & +/- 290m2

undercover. From R3 990 000, includes land & house.
Duplex units +/- 790m2 land & +/- 320m2 undercover.

From R4 400 000 includes land & house.

SANDRINGHAM: NEW RELEASE

ORANGE GROVE/LINKSFIELD: NEW RELEASE

Double storey delight, 3 recep, 3 bed, 2 bath,
modern kitchen, lovely garden & pool and more.

R1 099 000 

HIGHLANDS NORTH: NEW RELEASE 

Golden oldie, 3 recep, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, eat-in kitchen,
secure inside parking, staff accom, small garden and more.

R750 000. Hurry! 

GLENHAZEL: NEW RELEASE

WIN AN ISLAND HOLIDAY & OTHER GREAT PRIZES - VISIT WWW.STAMELMANPROPERTIES.CO.ZA FOR DETAILS

WELLINGTON ROAD: 3 recep, 3 bed, 1 1/2 bath, cottage,
pool, stunning garden and more. Offers from R1,1 mil.

ON SHOW: SUNDAY 14:00 – 17:00
ON SHOW: SUNDAY 14:00 – 17:00

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT VIEW BY APPOINTMENT

Double volume recep, 4 bed, 2 bath, modern kitchen,
stunning gardens and pool, studio/ office & more.

Offers from R2,8 mil - asking more, hurry!  

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT

DEVELOPMENT

JACINTH ROAD: 2 houses & cottage, 3 recep, 4 bed, 2 bath,
large stand 1 983m2, pool & more. 2nd house, 2 bed, 2

bath, 2 recep. Walk to shops, shuls, schools. Only R2,4 mil.
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WENDY KAHN, national
director of the SA Jewish
Board of Deputies, in reaction
to last week Wednesday’s
announcement that the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg had
decided to sever ties with Ben-
Gurion University of the
Negev said the SAJBD was
saddened by the decision.

The SAJBD issued a media
release on the issue, saying
the UJ decision “is playing to
narrow-minded political pre-
judice and is a severe set-
back for constructive intel-
lectual engagement in South
Africa”.

It adds: “Rather than avail-
ing itself of a scientific co-
operative project in the water
purification field that has
enormous potential benefits
for South Africa, UJ has cho-
sen instead to further the
agenda of a group of anti-
Israel agitators.

“This decision was unjust,
unreasonable and fraught
with double standards and
contradictions, particularly as
there is no country in the
Middle East where academic
freedom is upheld to the
extent that it is in Israel.

Zev Krengel, national chair-
man of the SAJBD, con-
demned the UJ ruling as a
betrayal of a South African

culture of dialogue and
debate.

“This country made a suc-
cessful transition from divi-
sion and conflict to national
unity and peace through a
willingness from all sides 
to engage with and under-
stand one another’s point of
view.

“We are disappointed that
UJ has gone against this
ethos and acted in a way more
reminiscent of apartheid-era
intellectual censorship,” he
said.

“This decision by UJ also
flies in the face of the official
South African government
policy, which maintains rela-
tionships and engages with
both sides, especially in the
areas of academic co-opera-
tion and scientific research.”

The SAJBD has further
slammed the UJ decision as a
reprehensible blow to academ-
ic freedom in South Africa.

“Academic boycotts  are
antithetical to the principles of
academic and scientific free-
dom. Universities should serve
as open, tolerant and respect-
ful communities engaged in
resolving complex problems,
and should not be a part of
shutting down of spaces for
critical discussions and inter-
actions to take place.” 

‘A betrayal of an SA
culture of dialogue
and debate’ ALISON GOLDBERG

FOLLOWING THE University of
Johannesburg’s Senate vote to sever
formal ties with Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev, UJ was at
pains on Wednesday to point out its
vote “does not preclude individual
academics from UJ, BGU or any
Palestinian university from any aca-
demic collaboration. The Senate
vote encourages academics at UJ,
BGU and Palestinian universities to
pursue research projects without
formal institutional agreements.”

It explained in that first media
release that 60 per cent of the Senate
voted to allow the Memorandum of
Understanding with BGU (which
covered co-operation in water recla-
mation research) to lapse, while the
remaining 40 per cent voted for
bilateral relations with both BGU
and Palestinian universities.

In its second statement, issued
last Friday by Professor Ihron
Rensburg, vice-chancellor and prin-
cipal of UJ, it said “it does not sub-
scribe to an academic boycott of
Israel”.

The release added: “This senate
resolution does not prevent individ-
ual academics from continuing and
engaging in research and other part-
nerships with their peers from BGU
and other institutions around the
world, as is currently the practice in
many cases.

“The UJ Senate vote, in fact,
encourages peer-to-peer engage-
ments and UJ stands ready to assist
in facilitating this effort and to put
resources in place to support 
these relationships,” says Profes-

sor Rensburg.
Pressed further on the contradic-

tion in UJ’s stance, that it wanted a
de facto but not a de jure relation-
ship with BGU, and questioned as to
what these resources would consist
of regarding joint UJ and BGU water
purification research, the vice-chan-
cellor said he believed his statement
fully clarified UJ’s position. 

As to the possibility of a revote by
the full senate body consisting of all
250 of its members, given concerns
about procedural irregularities and
an obvious division of opinion on
the matter, this question also met
the same response.

Finally, it was also put to
Rensburg that the vote was a hollow
victory for UJ. Unlike South Africa’s
victory in reconciliation, the so-
called “miracle”, where the ANC
took the high road by denouncing
violence to pave its way, the Senate
vote had instead taken the low road.

One of the leading UJ petitioners,
UJ Professor Steven Friedman
protested on Monday morning’s
SAfm After 8 Debate, “Did UJ do the
right thing?” that UJ’s severing ties
was a peaceful means of applying
pressure to bring about negotiations
between “the Israeli state” and the
Palestinians. 

He also expressed his hope that
this action would snowball around
the world. Ironically, rockets from
Gaza targeted BGU’s home town of
Beersheba the night before and the
morning of the Senate vote.

While the vice-chancellor seeks to
put a distance between UJ and the
reality of the academic boycott by
saying: “It has never been UJ’s

intention to sever all ties with BGU,
although it may have been the inten-
tion of some UJ staff members”,
SAABGU (South African Associates
of Ben-Gurion University) Exe-
cutive Director Brenda Stern said
that because UJ assisted in the initi-
ation of the boycott, this effort must
be rejected by any rational person.

The vice-chancellor’s claim that
“the UJ Senate voted to bring an end
to the formal institutional agree-
ment between the two universities,
which at this particular time, in the
Senate’s view, creates an obstacle to
co-operation between academics in
Israel and Palestine”, is also ren-
dered empty.

Stern said while UJ now faced the
consequences of allowing the BDS
campaigners to use its logo and
premises, “BGU will continue to do
real scientific work with real out-
comes with our Palestinian partners.

“To now try and limit the fallout
and damage to UJ’s reputation and
its inevitable isolation in the inter-
national academic community, is
disgraceful. To make a so-called
‘principled’ decision to cut ties with
BGU based on political motives
dressed up as principle and then to
put the onus on BGU to continue to
provide its expertise, is chutzpah of
the basest kind. 

“BGU’s faculty members are free
to make their own choices as to
whether to continue with these proj-
ects, as all faculty members have
complete freedom of association.
However, BGU cannot be expected to
continue to have ties with a universi-
ty administration that has acted in
such bad faith.” (See Page 13).

UJ action: Political motives
dressed up as principle
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ISAAC REZNIK
PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED

AN APPRECIATION of Solly Liebgott,
who passed away three weeks ago in
Israel, as an untiring worker in various
fields of Jewish endeavour, had been
expressed on many occasions. His passion-
ate love of Zion - a love whose glow had
illumined his tortuous path from a village
in Riga to Johannesburg, and then to the
land of his dreams - had been deservedly
praised by his colleagues and friends.

He will be missed in the company of
those who labour in the vineyards of
Judaism.

Solly Hyman Liebgott was born in
Latvia on February 10, 1918, in a small vil-
lage near Riga. His parents were Lewis
and Edith Liebgott and the family came to
South Africa in January 1922. Solly was
educated at Athlone High School,
Johannesburg. He married Greta
Oskowitz in 1943.  She passed away in
October 1970.

Solly qualified as a librarian after a
four-year correspondence course, and
after some years at the Johannesburg
Public Library, he joined the staff of the
SA Zionist Federation as secretary of its
information department, a position which
he only left to go into business.

He established the first mail order busi-
ness in South Africa, the South African
Book and Reading Club, and then the dis-
tribution of LP records.

Together with the late Joe Green,
Bennie Morris and Zelig Katz, they found-
ed the Bnei Akiva movement in South
Africa. He served as chairman of the
United Mizrachi Organisation, was inter
alia a vice president of the United
Mizrachi Organisation, chairman of the
Yeshiva College and a member of the exec-
utive of the SA Board of Jewish
Education.

Solly represented the South African
Zionist Federation at the World Con-
ference of Jewish Leaders, called by the
late Israel premier, Levi Eshkol, in 1969.

He was elected chairman of the South
African Zionist Federation in 1970 – ’72. In
that year - December 1972 - he made
aliyah.

In recognition of his sterling service and
dedication to the Yeshiva College, the
school hall was named after him.

Rabbi Avraham Tanzer who was in
Israel when Solly passed away, delivered a
most moving hesped. The funeral was
attended by more than 200 people, of
which many former olim from South
Africa, headed by Solly Sacks (also a for-
mer chairman of the SA Zionist
Federation), now head of World Mizrachi. 

Rabbi Tanzer spoke of Solly’s pioneer-
ing spirit in religious and Zionist affilia-
tion, his total dedication to Yiddishkeit. He
always had a smiling face. His barmitzvah
portion was Shabbat Zachor and he never
missed a single year when he did not read
his barmitzvah portion.

Solly is survived by his second wife Bar-
bara, of 37 years, his daughters Ziona,
Lani and Debbie, sons-in-law, grand chil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

He was laid to rest next to his first wife
Greta, in the Sanhedria Cemetery in
Jerusalem.

May his memory be for a blessing.

Solly Liebgott
- a cultured
man of high
integrity

Solly Liebgott

RITA LEWIS

EPHRAIM KRAMER, medical director of
Rescue South Africa, who returned home
on Tuesday after spending 12 days in
earthquake and tsunami ravaged Japan
“basically looking for bodies”, said he
was pleased to be home but felt that there
was so much more left to do in Japan,
that it was absolutely mind boggling.
However, there were still many other
teams continuing with the work there, he
added.

He said his team had all thought that
the earthquake in Haiti was the worst
disaster they had encountered. The mis-
ery of the people was palpable and affect-
ed the psyche of everyone in the group.

“In Haiti, the disaster was one-fold, but
this one in Japan is three-fold - the actu-
al initial earthquake which in itself was
bad enough, but then there was the
tsunami which took everything away
with it and then there was the fear of
radiation.”

He said that his team did not fear the
radiation as the United Nations is totally
behind them and monitors what is going
on all the time.

Asked if any of the group was nervous,
he said that participants in the groups of
rescuers, workers and others, had to
have an inner “switch” which could be
turned on and off. 

“When you are working, that is your
focus. If you can’t stand the heat you
have to go home. When you get home
your family is your focus. 

“That is not to say that you don’t think
of the devastation you have left behind.
Of course you do. But you have to put it
in the right perspective.” 

The other 50 members of the South
African group, including Ian Scher who
is the head of administration, financing
etc, returned with him and were met by
among others, by Toshiro Ozawa, Japan’s
Ambassador to South Africa, who wel-

comed the team and expressed his grati-
tude for their efforts. 

Discussing the conditions under which
the group worked, Kramer said that one
of the worst things was the weather,
“which was freezing and not something
South Africans are used to”. 

Temperatures had varied between
minus five and minus nine, with gale
force winds always blowing. “We were
cold, miserable and wet most of the
time.” However, their group had man-
aged to find eight bodies. 

Asked if that was a lot or a little,
Kramer replied: “We came to do a job and
by sheer determination we did it. 

“We worked under the direction of the
Japanese government who knew exactly
what they wanted us to do and that was
to find bodies - which we did.

“We had travelled 26 hours through the
night and on arrival in Japan, although
we were all exhausted, we were sent to
Chendai, the main centre of the earth-

quake, with a convoy of four trucks and
six Kombies to start our work.”

He explained how they had been assist-
ed by the Japanese embassy in Pretoria,
as well as other organisations. They went
to Japan via the Maldives, accompanied
by the press, TV and photographers. 

“We had with us 15 tons of equipment -
everything we would be needing: food,
clothing, blankets, tents etc, as well as
specialised equipment” which the team
had been fully trained to use.

Kramer said he had been doing emer-
gency and disaster medicine for 25 years,
including for Hatzolah and this had in a
way prepared him for what they would
experience. However, without the sup-
port of one’s family, “I couldn’t have
done it or continue with my work and I
am sure that every one of our team has
that same support.

“Sometimes you do have nightmares
about what you see, because you have to
be a compassionate person to do this
kind of work.

“We were very pragmatic and every-
thing we had to do was done well.
However, when we were too tired and
there was no more food, we decided to
come home.”

Rescue South Africa had responded to
numerous sudden onset disasters,
including earthquakes, floods, volcanic
eruptions, etc “and will continue to do so
as long as there is a need.”

Japan yesterday, South Africa today
and Costa Rica tomorrow. That is the life
of Ephraim Kramer. 

His visit to Costa Rica the day after
arriving back from Japan, was to attend
a United Nations meeting on earth-
quakes; Kramer was part of the medical
group. The meeting, under the auspices
of INSARAG, the International Search
and Rescue Advisory Group, is held twice
a year to work out protocols, policies and
guidelines with which the teams must
work. 

“Also, giving the UN our feedback on
what happened in Japan, we will hopeful-
ly be able to save more lives if there is a
next time.”

He said that every team worked in the
same way so that there could be continu-
ity and co-ordination. 

Ephraim Kramer, medical director of

Rescue South Africa, attends to some

matters after returning to South

Africa from a devastated Japan. (PHO-

TOGRAPH SUPPLIED)

ISRAEL21c STAFF 
TEL AVIV 

AS JAPAN continues to pick up the
pieces after the devastating earthquake
and tsunami that are likely to have killed
over 20 000 people, left hundreds of thou-
sands homeless, and threatened a
nuclear catastrophe, Israeli geologists
have unveiled a new tool that allows
researchers to learn critical lessons for
the future by understanding patterns of
seismic activity in the past.

Developed by Prof Shmuel Marco of
Tel Aviv University, the tool, which he
calls a “fossil seismograph”, examines
geological formations to find historical
patterns of earthquakes reaching far
back into the ancient past.

With this information, experts can bet-
ter predict where and when earth-
quakes, like the destructive 8,9 earth-
quake that hit Japan, may occur again -
and take measures to prevent more cata-
strophic damage.

“Current seismographical data on
earthquakes only reaches back a centu-

ry or so,” says Marco, whose latest
research was published in the journal
“Geology”. Most earthquake activity
takes place on a longer cycle, sometimes
of several hundred years, so 100 years of
information just isn’t enough for predic-
tive purposes, he explains.

“Our new approach investigates wave
patterns of heavy sediment that pene-
trate into the light sediments that lie
directly on top of them. This helps us to
understand the intensity of earthquakes
in bygone eras - it’s a yardstick for meas-
uring the impact factor of earthquakes
from the past.”

Marco began developing the seismo-
graph, which can be used in areas where
earthquakes affect large bodies of water
like lakes or seas, after observing a
strange “wave” phenomenon in dis-
turbed sediment in the Dead Sea region.

Marco, along with his colleague Prof
Eyal Hefetz and doctoral student Nadav
Wetzer, found that the layers of mud in
the Dead Sea were originally stratified in
a very stable manner, but now heavier
sediment appears to have been pulled up

into the lighter sediment - presumably
the result of seismic activity, since
earthquakes cause deformation in rocks
and sediment.

Using a combination of physics and
geometry principles, the researchers
were able to analyse the deformation of
sediment caused by past earthquakes
and calculate how past earthquakes
were distributed in scale, time and place. 

How the deformation process advances
depends on the strength of the earth-
quake - the stronger the trembler, the
more intense the deformation.

When and where the next big quake
will hit, is a question that has captured
Marco’s attention for a long time.

In his previous research on the history
of earthquakes in the Middle East as a
predictor of the future, Marco delved
into hundreds of ancient manuscripts,
many of which were written by
Christian and Muslim clerics, to deter-
mine that a series of major earthquakes
hit the Jordan Valley over the past 2 000
years.

He told Israel21c that an interval of
about 400 years separated each signifi-
cant earthquake until the last one,
almost 1 000 years ago. This unusually
long interval means that a great deal of
tension has been building along the fault
line, and may be released at any time in
a potentially devastating earthquake in
the region.

If danger zones can be pinpointed
accurately before hand, however, it can
help engineers ensure that all new build-
ings in the vulnerable areas are quake
proof, and that old ones are fortified
accordingly.

As the recent devastation in Japan,
and the catastrophic earthquake in Haiti
a year earlier, proves only too well, the
need to predict where and when an
earthquake might hit is vital informa-
tion for countries as far apart as Israel,
the Middle East, Asia, and the United
States. (Israel21c)

New tool could predict future earthquakes

A view of the Haitian national palace in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, in the wake of January

2010’s devastating earthquake there. (PHOTO BY ZAKA/FLASH90.)

Rescue SA returns from
Japan after a job well done
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SHORTLY AFTER its public opening, one of
Jeff Sapire’s bridge students quietly escaped
from her class to look at the Memories of
Muizenberg Exhibition, but she couldn’t
possibly enjoy it in silence, “Hah!” she cried.
“I’ve found the pharmacist Max Rosenberg!” 

Two of her friends joined her. “And
there’s my mother’s friends! And look!
There’s my auntie!” The class was momen-
tarily sabotaged as all students and their
teacher reminisced vociferously about
happy Muizenberg days. 

This installation, under the research lead-
ership of Joy Kropman, which drew
unprecedented audiences in Cape Town, is
now on show at the Rabbi Cyril Harris
Community Centre in Oaklands.

The exhibition, comprising more than 30
panels, was lovingly assembled over a period
of four years by Kropman in collaboration
with the late Prof Jocelyn Hellig - to whose
memory the completed exhibition is dedicat-
ed – as well as Hazel Cohen and Yvonne
Jawitz, supported by a Cape Town team of
ex-Muizenbergers who developed the data-
base, in which Hedy Davis played a major
role together with Jonty Peters.  

It documents Muizenberg’s social, reli-
gious and historical existence from 1670,
when the Dutch East India Company arrived
on the banks of the Zandvlei River. Named
for Sergeant Wynand Muys, the town had its
first suburban railway laid in 1882. 

The brightly coloured wooden change-
rooms on the beach itself are a cultural icon,
recognised and loved even by those who do
not know Muizenberg, and the myriad
beach holiday snaps - of kids posing on the
stuffed lion nearby - of weddings, barmitz-
vahs and batmitzvahs in the shul; of holiday
revues put on by professionals and holiday-
makers, lends a delightful tone to the whole
exhibition. 

It is constructed in the elegant and acces-
sible style as the “Seeking Refuge” exhibi-

tion, in which Hellig also played a key role.
In one glamorous photograph, dated 1947,

there’s a young Molly Seftel posing on the
beach in the wind. There’s a panel remem-
bering the role of Yiddish and repertory the-
atre in the district and the contribution to it
all by Sarah Sylvia, in 1938. 

In another panel, there’s an account of
how convalescing Second World War sol-
diers gravitated there. Another offers beau-
tiful insight into the changing currents of
bathing suit fashions through the decades.

In 1941, a panel labelled “Making a
Living”, records that there were five phar-
macists, five dairies, four shoe repair estab-
lishments and over a dozen doctors in
Muizenberg.

Also director of the centre, Cohen com-
mented that the buzzy holiday imperative
that was Muizenberg was at its peak in the
1930s, 1940s and 1950s. “By the 1960s, hotels
in Durban had improved; for many it
became more feasible to vacation there.”

Today it has become an attraction to
surfers and tourists alike.

“Memories of Muizenberg” is on at the
RCHCC, Oaklands until April 27, Mondays
to Fridays and Sundays, by appointment.
Call (011) 728-8088 or (011) 728-8378.

Down memory lane

Organisers and researchers, Hazel Cohen

(left) and Joy Kropman.
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Israel only has itself to rely on - Dershowitz
No country had a greater record of commitment to the rule of law and human rights than

Israel, guest speaker Professor Alan Dershowitz told the 1 700 delegates to the South African
Zionist Federation’s 47th Conference at the Sandton Convention Centre on Saturday night.

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ILAN
OSSENDRYVER

FELIX FRANKFURTER Professor
of Law at Harvard University,
“America’s most public Jewish
defender” as described by The
Forward, Alan Dershowitz said:
“No country had accomplished so
much as Israel. In its medical tech-
nology Israel has done more per
capita than any other country to
treat the sick and may well
become the first country to have
an electric grid for cars. It is truly
a Start-up nation, as the name of a
book published last year, shows.

“Israel has taught the world how
to fight urban terrorism. And
unlike the Palestinian Authority,
which has named parks after
killers, the last thing Israel ever
wants is to kill children. Its use of
targeted killing has reduced the
ratio of civilian casualties to one
in 28. No country has gone to such
lengths to diminish them as (was
the case) in Operation Cast Lead.

“How has the world treated
Israel in return? The UN behaves
as if Israel is the worst offender in
the world today. While genocides
were being committed in Darfur
and Uganda, the UN was busy crit-
icising Israel. The real victims of
this obsession with Israel are the

victims of genocide around the
world.

“Academics have been the
worst offenders in their dispro-
portionate condemnation of
Israel,” he posited. “To Norwe-
gian students every inch of Israel
is occupied and this is the nature
of the boycotts all over the world.
Radical professors are prepared
to kill their own people.

“Israel is not an apartheid state.
This is an insult to all those who
suffered from apartheid. Israel is
the only country in the Middle
East that does not practise
apartheid, unlike the segregation
of Christian communities, the
Sunnis from the Shiites.”

Dershowitz, who favours a two-
state solution, challenged those
who describe Israel as “illegiti-
mate” to think of its birth. “No
other nation has begun with more
legal documentation.

“The Israeli judiciary is the
most advanced in the world.
Where else has a Supreme Court
taken up the case of a Gazan resi-
dent; or denounced torture? In all
three branches of its government,
executive, legislative and judicial,
women are represented at the
highest levels.

“Israel is not near or at the cen-
tre of events in the Middle East
and North Africa, but we may still

see anti-Israeli bashing. What
Israel has done is to show coun-
tries in the Middle East that they
can have democracy. Israel has
proved that it is the only country
in the Middle East that the West
can count on.

“But Israel can never count on
the West to protect itself. We
thought if we had morality we
would be okay; only strength has
been shown to guarantee peace.  

“According to WikiLeaks,” -
whose founder Julian Assange 
is now being defended by
Dershowitz - “numerous coun-
tries, including those in the
Middle East, would like Israel and
the US to neutralise a nuclear
Iran.” 

Israel must therefore be pre-
pared to defend itself, through
preventive self-defence, a right
enshrined in Article 51 of the
United Nations Charter.

“As in 1948 when Israel sent a
Norwegian ambassador to Jordan
to offer generous territories to it -
refused by Jordan which instead
attacked the fledgling nation - and
again in 2000, 2001 and 2007 when
Gaza and the West Bank were
offered, the Palestinians will not
sit down to the negotiating table
despite such offers. 

“There should be petitions to
the Palestinians to promote peace.

Their desire to unilaterally
declare an independent state is a
barrier to peace. That catalogue
of despotic nations that includes
the United Nations Human Rights
Commission, have turned our
human rights language against
us and we had to regain that lan-
guage. The occupation they are
targeting is not of Gaza and the
West Bank, but of Israel itself.

“Zionism is not support for a
Jewish State but for a nation state
for Israelis and a guarantee for
political self-determination for
Jews and all groups who live in it.
It is the right of the Jewish people
to have a state of their own. We
must be proud to be Zionists.”

On how to achieve peace,
Dershowitz said on Sunday (the
second day of the conference)
Israel should stop all building in
the West Bank, go to Ramallah
and support Abbas, solve the bor-
der issues first. Israel must be the
bigger party.

But a settlement freeze cannot
be a precondition to peace, as the
last 10 months have shown with
no result. 

Finally he asserted that Israel
should not make decisions such
as on the settlements based on the
Bible, nor Palestinians on the
Quran, but on the will of the
elected government of Israel.

LIONEL SLIER

THERE WAS a pernicious and
increasingly dangerous global
attack on Israel, and despite the
fact that Israel had become the
most powerful country in the
Middle East, since 1948, when
five Arab armies had fallen upon
the country in the first of many
wars, the “self deceiving Arabs”
had not given up the idea of
defeating Israel, Col Richard
Kemp, commander of the British
forces in Afghanistan in 2003,
told the 47th Conference of the
SAZF in Johannesburg last
weekend. 

Kemp was one of the keynote
speakers at the Conference. He
offered to testify before the
Goldstone Commission, a cre-
ation of the UN Human Rights
Council, (on the Cast Lead opera-
tion into Gaza) but his lonely
voice “would not be heard”. 

He later testified before the
Human Rights Council on the
Commission’s (adverse) findings
against Israel and commented
that Israel’s forces had done
more than any other army in the
world to protect the lives of
Palestinian civilians as much as
possible (taking into account that
the Palestinian terrorists would
“integrate” themselves into the
civilian community).

Kemp is currently the special
adviser on international terror-
ism to the House of Commons’
Home Affairs Committee. He is
the author of “Attack State Red”
about the conflict in Afghani-
stan. He has been awarded the
OBE for his contributions.

He is an expert in counter-

insurgency, using the experi-
ences that he has inter alia
gained in war zones such as
Northern Ireland, Kuwait, Iraq
and Bosnia.

Talking about the Arab threat
to Israel, Kemp said there were
three issues. Firstly, a nuclear
Iran threatening to wipe Israel
off the map. Secondly, there was
asymmetric warfare now being
waged, a war fought by firing
long-range missiles at Israeli
civilian areas, also using suicide
bombers, and a conflict in which
civilians were used as human
shields, trying to lure Israeli
forces into action against these
unfortunate people. 

Then thirdly, the Arab propa-
ganda had succeeded in interna-
tional circles in getting into
mainstream political arguments
which now questioned Israel’s
right to exist.

“These arguments have
attained great popularity in the
Arab world and this has given
validity to the aims of Hamas
and Hezbollah. These arguments
have also gained much ground in
the international mass media so
that any retaliatory reaction by
Israel, for whatever reason, is
considered, by definition, to be
disproportionate.  

“Furthermore the delegitimi-
sation and demonisation of
Israel is like a magnet around the
world, despite the fact that other
nations also have to fight
Jihadist terror.

“However, the institution that
has done much to delegitimise
Israel, is a body that was founded
on the highest principles and
that is the United Nations

Human Rights Council. This
august body has kept quiet about
abuses perpetrated around the
world in countries such as Iran,
Zimbabwe, Rwanda Chechnya,
Tibet and many more.

“Yet the only country in the
Middle East where there is
democracy, where women have
rights as do gays, is the one coun-
try continuously condemned by
the Human Rights Council which
includes Bahrain and Libya
(whose membership has been
suspended, but note, not re-
voked).”

Kemp said that he gave evi-
dence to the Goldstone Com-
mission, but his was a lonely
voice.

“During the operation in Gaza,
the Israeli Defence Forces did
more than any other army in his-
tory to safeguard the rights and
safety of civilians. The IDF gave
up to four hours notice of an
intended attack and dropped
leaflets there as well, warning of
this (obviously to Hamas’s ad-
vantage). 

“Helicopter pilots were
ordered to abort a mission if
they could see that civilians
were in the line of fire. The
death of civilians was exactly
what Hamas wanted for propa-
ganda purposes.

“Yet, no matter how careful
planning is, there is always chaos
in any military operation and
despite high moral standards
being pursued, there are always
‘bad’ soldiers. 

“Now Hamas admits that of
the 1 300 deaths (during the oper-
ation) more than half were actu-
ally fighters. The IDF went well

beyond the Geneva Convention
requirements in a war situation,
but the starting point of the
world’s reaction is that Israel is
always in the wrong!”

Speaking about the flotilla inci-
dent of last year, when a Turkish-
led “armada” tried to break a
Gaza blockade by Israel – with
nine people killed - Kemp main-
tained that militants did every-
thing to cause casualties. But
Israel did show a lack of pre-
paredness there, he added.

He pointed out that a naval
blockade was not that unusual.
There was currently one against
Libya and the supreme irony was
that Turkey voted in favour of it.
Also, the British often boarded
ships bound for Ireland trying to
bring in armaments, during the
conflict there.

On the current unrest in the
Middle East and North Africa,
Kemp said: “Nobody can predict
the result of these ongoing revo-
lutions. Perhaps the Muslim
Brotherhood can take over in
Egypt and in Libya there is a
group allied to al-Qaida.”

Yet Kemp is sanguine: “Around
the world there is certainly a war
of words against Israel and we
have a duty to recognise this con-
spiracy for what it is and we must
boldly stand up against it. 

“We must target the media peo-
ple who are responsible for
spreading the untruths and also
the political leaders and the opin-
ion formers in the universities.
Israel’s strength will not allow
any attack against it to succeed. It
will not be wiped off the map.”

He told how “haunted” he had
been during a visit to Auschwitz.
“I am haunted by the Jewish
youth I saw there waving the flags
of Israel to salute the hundreds of
thousands of poor innocent souls
who perished there. It was like a
light brought forth into the dark-
ness.”

Arab hatred for prosperous Israel
is all-pervasive, says Kemp

Alan Dershowitz

John Howard

Richard Kemp

Steven McQueen

SAZF Chairman Avrom Krengel and
Marcia Parness holding the award
she received for community service.



There will always be an
Israel, Howard declares
ALISON GOLDBERG

LEADERS need to take political risks,
as Yasser Arafat should have done in
2000 when he was offered 90 per cent
of the territories by (then Israeli
Prime Minister) Ehud Barak, said for-
mer Australian Prime Minister John
Howard. 

A proven friend of Israel, Howard,
who was prime minister between 1996
and 2007, declared himself at the
SAZF Conference last Saturday night,
an admirer of South Africa and an
associate of the Zionist cause.

“I want the people in the Zionist
movement to understand the depth of
my commitment to Israel and its rea-
sons. While I do not decry a two-state
solution, I have grown to admire
Israel for its commitment to democra-

cy and to Western civilisation.
“Immigrants after the Second World

War, including those from South
Africa, have made huge contributions
to our country and shown their will-
ingness to participate unconditionally,
with tenacity and endurance.

“I have been stupefied by the double
standards applied to Israel, in the
equation of Zionism with racism, now
being dispelled. As an Australian, I am
glad you can count on us, am proud of
our collaboration to defend democracy
and glad Israel stuck to her democracy
since her founding. 

“What we are witnessing now (in the
Middle East and North Africa) we
never anticipated. But I am an opti-
mist. People want democracy, change
and reform. They want control over
their own destinies. 

“There are a number of conse-
quences, among them democracy in
the Middle East. But the Israelis will
never be driven out; their legitimacy,
their strength and genius will remain.

“There are some concerns among
people here that the United Nations
may unilaterally recognise a
Palestinian state, as some South
American countries have tried to do,
but were vetoed by the US in the UN a
few weeks ago.

“What needs to be understood is
that any settlement requires a com-
promise; no outcome can do without
it. What Israel has done is to offer the
concessions and compromises.

“Israel will not be neglected. We
recognise its desire for peace; equally
South African Jewry’s sense of cohe-
siveness, commitment and devotion
to South Africa and its special love of
Israel. I understand and respect it. It
has always inspired me and I have
always been proud to defend Israel,
for the truth that is Israel and the con-
tribution of its wisdom to humanity.”  

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY MOIRA
SCHNEIDER, CAPE TOWN

ISRAEL HAD contributed to human rights
by balancing civil liberties in the war
against terrorism and had “the best ratio in
the history of warfare between the killing
of combatants to civilians”, keynote speak-
er Professor Alan Dershowitz said at the
United Jewish Campaign Top Donors
launch, held at the Rotunda at the Bay
Hotel, Camps Bay. 

“For every 28 terrorists killed, only one
civilian died,” he said, terming this total
reversal of the accepted norm a “remark-
able ratio”.

“I challenge anybody anywhere who is
faced with the threats Israel faces” to
achieve a better record. “No country in
modern warfare has done more to protect
civilians.

“Yet the Goldstone Report found Israel to
be among the worst and it is the only coun-
try in the world to be named ‘apartheid’. I
worked with the ANC, I worked for the free-
dom of Nelson Mandela and there is no
resemblance whatsoever between Israel
and that,” he stressed. 

On the contrary, Israel was the only
country in the Middle East that was “not
apartheid”, he added, listing Saudi Arabia
as practising gender apartheid, Jordan,
where apartheid was based on religion and
ethnicity and Egypt, where it was based on
sexual orientation.  

Dershowitz bemoaned the fact that books
by Norman Finkelstein, who, among other
Jews, had labelled Israelis “Nazi”, were
available “all through South Africa and
mine are not. They call Israel racist - Israel
is the most racially-diverse country in the
Middle East,” he claimed, recalling that the
country had “applied the same standard to
black Jews as to Russian Jews.”  

Attacking the double standards applied
to the Jewish State, Dershowitz noted that
“war criminals” Tzipi Livni and Ehud
Barak could not “walk the streets of
London for fear of being arrested. But for
the head of Hezbollah, this is no problem”. 

Dershowitz maintained that the “real vic-
tims” were the six million people killed in
preventable genocides since the Second
World War, such as had occurred in Darfur
and Rwanda. 

“While (Libyan leader Muammar)
Gaddafi was murdering his people, there
was not a single protest by those leading the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions cam-
paign - they were too busy concentrating on
Israel to the exclusion of real human rights
violations.” 

Recent events in the Middle East had
shown that Israel could not count on any
power outside itself, he warned. “When it
comes to Iran, Israel cannot rely on promis-
es from the United States and must be able
to defend itself.” 

While “legitimate criticism” was a good
thing, Dershowitz, who described himself
as a “centrist” supporter of Israel, said,
there was an enormous difference between
criticising policies and delegitimising (the
country). 

“The great human rights issue of the 21st
century is whether the Jew among the
nations will be treated like Jews over the
centuries (have been),” he said.  

“Be strong, don’t be ashamed, stand up,
fight back,” he urged the gathering.
“You’ve contributed so much to the
strength of this country, you’re first-class
citizens.

“Stand up for what’s right, stand up for
Israel and give, give, give.”  

SAZF CONFERENCE

SA JEWISH REPORT 701 - 08 April 2011

Philip Krawitz; keynote speaker

Professor Alan Dershowitz; and Wendy

Ackerman at the UJC Top Donors launch.

Israel’s proud democracy speaks
for itself says Dershowitz

SAZF Vice-Chairman Reeva Forman; Prof Alan and
Caroline Dershowitz; Col Richard Kemp (partly obscured);
and Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

A record 1700 delegates to the SAZF’s 47th Conference at
the Sandton Convention Centre.

Former Australian Prime Minister John Howard; SAZF
Chairman Avrom Krengel; and Prof Alan Dershowitz.

ALISON GOLDBERG

FOR ISRAEL to win the battle of the
narrative in South Africa, it has to fil-
ter that narrative according to its
receiver. South Africa is not like other
countries. What is called for is for
South African Jewry to explain their
position and that of Israel, not apolo-
gise.

This was the advice of South
Africa’s longest-serving diplomat in
Israel, Steven McQueen, addressing a
panel discussion at the SAZF
Conference, on Sunday on “Winning
the Narrative”.

A former deputy South African
ambassador to Israel and today a con-
sultant to various political and diplo-
matic bodies in South Africa, McQueen
said Israel had to overcome the percep-
tion on the part of government that it
helped apartheid South Africa.

Israel has to control the narrative
by getting more information to this
country.

Jews, he added, should do what they
do best, which is to care for their own
and to care for their fellow humans.

South African Jewry also had to
pick their battles carefully, for exam-
ple, not to take Archbishop Emeritus

Desmond Tutu to task.
The Middle East, he pointed out, did

not feature high on the agenda in
South Africa’s Foreign Affairs
Strategic Plan to 2015.

To retain the moral high ground
was not the only way, but the best way.

There was an attitude on the part of
government not to get involved in the
quagmire of the Middle East. There
was also an element of inertia on its
part.

The South African government
would rather have one-on-one conver-
sations with parties than take a public
stance. 

‘Israel must control the narrative’
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Dressed for the occasion are the decorators of

the hall, Eric Haines and his assistant Mickey

Mphahlehele.
Organiser of the event, Grecia Gabriel stands beside Barbara Veenemans and the per-

formers, as she makes presentations to them.

JJMC sings
to fill
Hatzolah
coffers
RITA LEWIS

THE JOHANNESBURG Jewish
Male Choir’s concert, “Jewish
Heritage in Song” held last
October at the Linder
Auditorium in Johannesburg,
was a well-attended and suc-
cessful event with the proceeds
to be donated to Hatzolah
Medical Rescue.

At a recent informal tea
attended by members of the
JJMC, Chairman Russel Lurie
presented Maish Bookatz (rep-
resenting Hatzolah) with a
cheque to assist them to contin-
ue with their very worthy
work.

The Dis-Chem pharmaceuti-
cal group was also acknowl-
edged for its patronage of the
concert.

In thanking the JJMC for its
involvement with Hatzolah,
Bookatz reiterated that Hat-
zolah was a free medical emer-
gency service to the Jewish
community of Johannesburg.
In the last year alone it had
conducted 2 067 emergencies of
which 370 were life threaten-
ing.

He praised Hatzolah’s doc-
tors and medical staff “who are
highly trained and possess a
wealth of knowledge and expe-
rience in dealing with all sorts
of medical situations”.

After the presentation, Lurie
announced that the 2011 JJMC
concert would be held at the
beginning of November at the
Linder.

The guest artist would be
South African-born Stephen
Leas who is presently the chaz-
zan of the Great Portland
Street Synagogue in London.

The concert will be titled
“Jewish Festivals in Song”.

Russel Lurie presents Maish

Bookatz with a cheque from

the proceeds of the last JJMC

Concert.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE WELL-CHOSEN selection
and performance of songs to
depict “Vienna, City of my
Dreams” organised by the Jewish
Community Services for Second
Innings, was a treat for all those
attending.

The event featured renowned
coloratura soprano Michelle
Veenemans, her mother Barbara
Veenemans who also introduced
and explained each of the songs
to be sung, as well as welcoming
Betsie Schaap and Gerrit
Koorsen on the cello and piano.

In a magnificent ball gown of
burgundy with gold embroidery
and performing on a stage draped
with gold material across the wall
behind her and large gold stars
hanging from the ceiling above
her, Michelle Veenemans trans-
ported the audience to La Scala,
the Sydney Opera House and
Covent Garden – to another world
anywhere, but where they were
in the Gerald Horwitz Lounge at
Golden Acres.

Veenemans is one of South
Africa’s most entertaining sopra-

nos. She is a superb interpreter of
both the music and the storyline.

She has an extraordinary
range which she utilised with
much artistic emotion, portray-
ing characters in songs and
operas and bringing them to life.

Some of the pieces she sang
were solos while for others she
had the acting ability of a friend,
Clinton Swemmer, to partner
with. 

Her repertoire included Franz
Lehar’s Leibe, du Himmel auf
Erden and the well-known Vilja
Lied; popular songs by Strauss
included Mein Herr Marquis
from Die Fledermaus; and
Shenkt Man Sich Rosen in Tyrol
by Carl Zeller.

Veenemans who comes from a
well-known musical family, made
her remarkable debut at age
three in a concert alongside her
mother and the late Rudi Neitz. 

She follows in the footsteps of
formidable musical talent, with
her mother Barbara – from whom
she received her initial training,
aunt Leonore and uncle Ben all of
whom have made an impressive
contribution to opera, operetta
and musicals in South Africa. 

Songstress Michelle
Veenemans wows
Second Innings

Michelle Veenemans relaxes beside a beautiful flower arrangement

by Eric Haines.

Accompanying the singers on the cello and piano are Betsie Schaap

and Gerrit Koorsen. Right:

Making a

handsome

pair are

Michelle

Veenemans

and her

friend,

Clinton

Swemmer.

Left:

Grecia

Gabriel lis-

tens to the

music

together

with mem-

bers of the

gathering.
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COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

MUIZENBERG

From Avrille Amler:

“I refer to the item in the
Community Buzz of February 25.
The Colonel ‘Leversohn’ referred
to in Mr Jocum’s item, should
actually read ‘Levinson’. My
authority on this is that Colonel
Isaac (‘Izzie’) Levinson was my
maternal grandmother’s brother-
in-law.

“Even his son, Saul, who made
aliyah, used an absolutely literal
translation of the name - ie Bar-
Levav.

“I have very fond recollections
of spending many Pesachim of my
childhood with my parents and
sister at Hillel College in Johan-
nesburg and helping Aunt
Rebecca with her frantic prepara-
tions; even today, the cooing of
turtledoves evokes memories
associated with Hillel College and
the wonderful family seders we
had.

“All the students who were
being educated there were in
their own homes for Pesach so we
saw no other children other than
our cousins, and a lot of my mem-
ories are of a big, sprawling
house with large grounds and a
large verandah right round the
house.

“This is where Uncle Izzie used
to love to sit and read and talk to
us children and during Chol
Hamoed, and try to interest me in
the delights and intricacies of
mathematics. (Sadly, I must have
been his only failure in his teach-
ing career).”

MUIZENBERG

An exhibition that simply must
not be missed is on at the Rabbi
Harris Community Centre,
Johannesburg. It’s of course, the
Memories of Muizenberg Exhi-
bition.

Muizenberg played such a huge
part in the lives of the Jewish
community for many, many years.
It was the summer holiday desti-
nation of choice for so many up-
country people, that they returned
year after year, particularly in the
years from the 1920s to the sixties.

The exhibition provides a fasci-
nating look into the origins of this
unique (irreplaceable) seaside
resort and it is guaranteed to
evoke a flood of memories and
nostalgia.

The beaches with the soft white
sand, waves, sun, fun, friendships,
renewed and made, were endless.

For teenagers the “Snake Pit”
was the place to be seen and to
check out the “talent” and also at
the Hamburger Hut, the Empire
Bioscope, the Pavilion with its reg-
ular “Talent Shows”, the Milky
Bar, the “socials” and more. It is
said that marriages are made in
heaven, but many, too, were made
in Muizenberg on the sands.

The older generation had their
morning swim, afternoon card
games, followed by walks along the
promenade. Who can forget the
beach boxes and the bluebottles?

The exhibition is on until April 27.

BULAWAYO 

From Shulamit Kagan (contin-
ues):

“The first time I heard Asher
Hainowitz was on a ‘Shabbat
Mevarchim’ (the blessing of the
new month). I am not easily
moved to tears but when he asked

‘our G-d and G-d of our fathers to
grant us long life, a life of peace, a
life of goodness, a life of blessing’
I wept at the sheer power of his
singing.

“As soon as Asher came, he per-
suaded the ‘gabanim’ with the
backing of the Histradrut Ivrit to
change the pronunciation of the
prayers from the Askenazi to the
Sephardic. 

“In addition to his official
duties, he often sang in charity
concerts, Jewish and gentile. He
also appeared on TV charity
shows.

“Asher married a Bulawayo girl
and then accepted a post in
Pretoria where he also studied
opera singing. He is now the chaz-
zan of Yeshurun Shul in
Jerusalem.”

VANCOUVER

From Ed Goldberg:

“I have just started to receive the
e-mail version of the SA Jewish
Report and have read your latest
Community Buzz. You mention
Bulawayo and it seems that the
article is a continuation of a
longer article by Shulamit Kagan. 

“Is the rest of the article avail-
able anywhere? I lived in Bulawayo
from 1959 to 1966 and Rev Yesorsky
was the rabbi who performed my
barmitzvah in 1963. I still have the
Daily Prayer Book he presented to
me with his inscription.”

BENONI

From Dr Billy Levin:

“Past happenings are always
interesting to reflect on. The
Yiddish phrase ‘pashiered’ is too
often blamed, with pride. 

“My late father, fleeing from
persecution by the British in

Palestine as a member of the
Irgun, landed in Durban many
years ago. Coming from a coun-
try where Ivrit was spoken, the
name ‘Ben Oni’ in the Bible was
certainly a drawcard. He settled
there and I still live in Benoni 75
years later.

“My late mother and my late
mother-in-law grew up in
Middelburg, Transvaal and
went to school together. As chil-
dren they agreed that when
they grew up  their children
would marry each other. We
did. However these two wonder-
ful people played no part in
their match making. It was by
chance, only. Pashiered?”

• Benoni –“son of my sorrow”.
Genesis 35:18 “And it came to
pass as her soul was departing,
that Rachel (giving birth) called
his name Ben-Oni; but his
father called him Benjamin.”

CAPE TOWN

The Schreiner Family:

“Jewish descent was claimed by
the Schreiner family, among
whom the most notable was the
authoress, Olive. The Jewish
strain derived from her mater-
nal grandfather, Samuel Lyn-
dall - and the name, Lyndall,

appears among the leading char-
acters in her most notable work,
‘Story of an African Farm’. 

“The rather Jewish appear-
ance of several members of her
family was commented upon.
On one occasion Olive spoke of
Jewish descent and told of how
her brother, the honourable WP
Schreiner, having driven with
her to visit a local Boer farm,
was mistaken for a Jew. The
farmer referred to ‘die ou Jood
in die karretjie’.

“Among Olive Schreiner’s
publications is a strong protest
against Jewish persecution in
Russia titled, ‘A Letter on the
Jew’.”

Herald Times Oct 1989.

JOHANNESBURG

Where have you seen such a bal-
agan? ‘n gemors? a mess? a dis-
array? a turmoil? a shambles?
an upset apple cart? Visit the IA
Maisels Library at Beyachad,
Rouxville and see one. 

The library is being down-
sized to make way for offices, so
every book is in some cardboard
box or other and it looks like a
hand grenade has been tossed
into the place. Actually a sym-
bolic hand grenade has been
tossed in, come to think of it. 
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DAVID SAKS

WHEN 15-YEAR-OLD Polish Jew,
Ben Helfgott (pictured) was liberated
by Allied forces in April 1945, he was,
in his own words, a “walking skele-
ton”. Six months previously, five
exceedingly harsh but by compari-
son relatively secure years in the
Piotrkow ghetto had come to an end
when the Nazis deported the remaining
Jewish inhabitants to concentration camps. 

He and his father were sent to Buchen-
wald, after which he was sent to Schlieben
and finally to Theresienstadt.

Helfgott had already lost his mother and
younger sister, among more than 500 ghetto
residents who were taken out into the near-
by woods and shot in December 1942. 

Shortly before his liberation, he learned
that his father had been killed while
attempting to escape from a death march.

Had the young man been broken by his
harrowing experiences and losses, it would
have been understandable. Instead, the sub-
sequent story of Ben Helfgott has been an
inspiring saga of triumph in the face of
adversity. He went on to build a successful
life for himself in the United Kingdom. 

Nothing is more illustrative of that tri-
umph than how Helfgott came to compete in
the weightlifting event at two successive
Olympic Games, also captaining his adopted
country’s weightlifting team. 

Helfgott has further been prominently
involved in a wide range of Holocaust-relat-
ed initiatives.

Among other positions, he served 46 years

as chairman of the ’45 Aid Society,
an association formed by Holocaust
orphans in England.

Helfgott will tell his story at the
Yom Hashoah ceremony in Johan-
nesburg, at the Martyrs’ Monument,
West Park Cemetery, May 1 at 11:30.

The ceremony, to be presided over
by SAJBD Gauteng Council Chair-
man Jeff Katz, includes readings

from Holocaust literature in English,
Hebrew, Yiddish and Ladino and the lighting
of six memorial lamps by Holocaust sur-
vivors. 

The programme has a strong youth pres-
ence with participation from senior learners
from Yeshiva College, King David (Victory
Park) and Torah Academy. 

Cantor Chilly Chrysler, accompanied by
Evelyn Green, will intone the Haskara and
lead the Johannesburg Jewish Male Choir. 

Other items on the programme include a
message from the Israeli government, by
Ya’akov Finkelstein, deputy chief of mission
at the Israeli Embassy, and a ‘Tribute to
Fallen Soldiers’ by the SA Jewish Ex-Service
League.

Helfgott will also be the keynote speaker
at the Durban Yom Hashoah ceremony on
May 2, at 10:00 at the Durban Jewish Centre.
Contact Roseanne on (031) 335-4452. 

He is also speaking in Cape Town at the
Albow Centre on April 28 at 20:00. Contact
Debbie on (021) 464-6700. 

For more information on the Johan-
nesburg Yom Hashoah ceremony, contact
Shirley on (011) 645-2583/ beagle@bey-
achad.co.za

Helfgott an inspired speaker at
Yom Hashoah commemoration

RITA LEWIS

THE LAUNCH in Gauteng of the Bill of
Responsibilities Campaign was held at the
Ingqayizivele Secondary School in Tembisa
last Friday. It was developed with extensive
input from learners and will form part of the
national curriculum. It is a joint initiative of
the Department of Basic Education, Lead SA
and the South African Interfaith Council. 

Present were the ANC Chief Whip and
representative of the SA Interfaith Council,
Dr Mathole Motshekga; the MEC for
Education in Gauteng, Barbara Creecy;
members of the school governing body and
the representative councils of learners
(RCL); Enver Surty, deputy minister of Basic
Education; as well as Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein; educators and learners. 

Rabbi Goldstein said that South Africa had
the chance to write a new chapter in the
story of its liberation. 

“What is so exciting is that this is a world
first. There is surely no other country in the
world that has converted a Bill of Rights into
a Bill of Responsibilities. 

“The Bill of Responsibilities provides us
all with an enormous opportunity. We must
all stand up and embrace it and the challenge
that comes with it.”

“Now is our moment in history when we
can be part of the change that we so passion-
ately want for our country.

“Apartheid South Africa showed us in
horrific detail what a society without
human rights is like. 

“Rights are what are owed to us.
Responsibilities are what we owe to others.
To have one without the other is to build a
country without solid foundations. 

“I am confident that this community will
ensure that the Bill does not only reach
young people, but also touches the lives of
adults and their families. 

The Bill of Responsibilities transforms the
Bill of Rights in the Constitution into a prac-
tical guide for active citizenship, aimed par-
ticularly at learners and schools. 

Addressing hundreds of learners and
other dignitaries, Enver Surty, said the Bill
was about creating a caring and humane
society as South Africa could not be success-
ful without a moral basis.

The DBE has also developed a teachers’
guide that provides practical ways for
schools to promote the rights and responsi-
bilities of children, and shows how a rights
and responsibilities culture can be built into
school and classroom management.

Gauteng Education MEC Barbara
Creecy said it was important for learners
to consider what they were going to give
back to society. “You are the future and
your choices matter. Not just to you, but to
your family and to this country of ours,”
said Creecy.

‘Our moment in history’

ROBYN SASSEN

THE SA Jewish Board of Deputies has wel-
comed the decisive action of the dismissal of
Matjamela Motloung, head of the Market
Theatre Laboratory, following racist and
anti-Semitic statements he made on Face-
book in January. 

“All forms of racism, including anti-
Semitism, have no place in South African dis-
course,” the Board said in a media release,
citing Motloung’s Facebook comment, repro-
duced here just as it appeared: “OK even
when tries to remain civil there is always a
Jew lurking and hoping to screw you UP, I am
growing tired and irritated by how Black the-
atre producers have to be f***ked over by
WHITE mostly JEW producers in the South
African Theatre Industry. It saddens me even
more when BLACK writers/directors/actors
succumb to this reverse holocaust, that is
why we continue to die paupers and they are
legends.”

Newtown’s Market Theatre was founded in
1976 by Mannie Manim and the late Barney
Simon in Johannesburg’s Indian Fruit
Market, built in 1913. In growing its mission
to create an authentic South African theatre
experience, it became internationally recog-
nised as the “Theatre of the Struggle”.  

Brooks Spector, the theatre’s acting CEO,
who has strong credentials in public/cultur-
al diplomacy, having served as a US govern-
ment diplomat for 31 years, said in response
to the dismissal: “The decision was based on
the theatre’s ethos. The steps we took were
regardless of the nature of the prejudice. It
would not have mattered if they were anti-
Hindu, anti-Catholic or whatever.”

Motloung was appoin-
ted head of the Market
Theatre Laboratory in
2009, replacing Vanessa
Cooke after her retire-
ment. He worked his
way through theatre
admin ranks, having
begun working at the
Market some years ago,
managing the front of
house. 

“It was the public na-
ture of the comments,”
Spector continued. “I
can’t fix what people are
on the inside; the Inter-
net is a public domain.
Besides the fact that the
comment was made on
Facebook and deleted
soon after, people did see it. 

“On the Internet, things get duplicated
onto other people’s computers and a com-
ment can turn viral very quickly. It is the
blessing of the platform, but also its great
danger. 

“A formal disciplinary hearing was host-
ed, at which the accused defended himself.
Ultimately Motloung has a right to go to the
CCMA or labour courts at this point, should
he decide to. We have reaffirmed that the
Market Theatre was founded on very specif-
ic non-discriminatory beliefs, completely
antithetical to Motloung’s comments. 

“This is not something you embark on
happily, as a manager,” Spector added. “You
wish you had been able to do it differently,
even though you know you couldn’t have.” 

Virulent anti-Semitic
remarks cost Market’s
Motloung his job

Brooks Spector.
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