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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Highlighting the real meaning of devotion

IF YOU have seen the inner
workings of a corporation or a
large organisation, you may find
the people some call, “block tick-
ers”. Minutes are prepared at a
meeting as tasks are given out
for action. At the next meeting
participants will report back on
what they have managed to
achieve!

The “block tickers” are those
who will tick off the task or call
it done with the click of a mouse.
They have made the calls, done
what they could and whatever
happens from here, so be it.

Then there are those whose
heart and soul are the success of
the organisation. They are not
caught up in the “I have done my
part” attitude. They have a deep
yearning for results that will
benefit everyone. It is not
enough to click our “to do” list
until it disappears off the screen,
the real question is how much
has been achieved.

We have just experienced the
festive Yomtov season. This sea-
son has been compared to a mar-
ket place where we figuratively

PARSHAT
§ NOACH

Rabbi Sholem
Bacher

Craighall Blairgowrie
Hebrew Congregation

“shop” for various treasures to
take home with us.

These purchases are the good
Torah values we carry into our
daily lives. One of the main val-
ues that we hope to attain is a
selfless devotion to G-d and to
others. We strive to be a person
who cares in a genuine way about
others and their needs.

We go beyond a need to tick off
our list and earn the, “I have done
my part” badge.

In close proximity to this sea-
son we read the story of Noach, a
story that highlights this idea.
Noach is a righteous man that
lives in a corrupt and wicked
environment.

There is a debate among our
sages regarding Noach’s efforts

to influence his depraved neigh-
bours to mend their ways. They
were ultimately destroyed in the
flood.

G-d commanded Noach to build
the ark over a span of 120 years,
making it look like one of the
longest “go slows” in history. This
was to give the world a warning of
the pending calamity with abun-
dant time and publicity.

Noach was to broadcast this
message: G-d does not wish to pun-
ish or destroy, He always wishes to
give us ample opportunity to do
teshuvah, to mend our ways.

Imagine If Noach was called to
a meeting to examine if he had
carried out these tasks. Who
could argue that his 120 year “to
do” list was ticked.

The ark was built and ready to
sail. There were no empty blocks
left with no tick, in his diary. The
job was done perfectly. If he was
due a salary in terms of his deal,
it would have had to be paid. So
Noach fulfilled his obligation, he
endeavoured to influence the
people.

Imagine if we change the deal.

SHABBAT TIMES

October 8/30 Tishrei
October 9/1 Cheshvan

Noach

Starts Ends

17:53 18:43 Johannesburg
18:10 19:29 Cape Town
17:44 18:34 Durban

18:02 18:53 Bloemfontein
18:00 19:00 Port Elizabeth
17:58 18:50 EastLondon

What if Noach is to be paid for
results and success not efforts
alone? What if he was given the
job like a salesman on commis-
sion?

Then Noach would be in trou-
ble because in 120 years he never
found a single customer. It
seems there was not even one
person that watched his ark
building exhibition and bought
its real lesson, to repent sincere-
ly and board the ark.

This parsha highlights the
real meaning of devotion. This is
when our motives are pure and
we really care - a subtle differ-
ence that can be felt by those
around us.

We will then have hatzlocha
influencing others with good
values and producing results!

The tree as it is today. (PHOTO: LIONEL
SLIER)

The tree as it was in September 2009.
(PHOTO: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

‘Savaged’ palm tree a
sad reflection

LIONEL SLIER

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

AN EXTREMELY irate member of the
Jewish community contacted the Jewish
Report to complain that a palm tree on the
border of Cyrildene and Mountain View, at
the top of Sylvia Pass, belonging to the
Johannesburg Parks Department had
(again) literally been “attacked and sav-
aged” during the Succot period.

“Every year someone comes to this palm
tree and hacks off the leaves. This year that
person really went to town,” she added.

“Itis obvious that the tree was stripped of
its fronds by someone looking for lulavs to
be used in Succot ceremonies. Not only has
the person acted in a way that would bring
discredit to our community, but his act is
thoroughly illegal and could and should
lead to prosecution.

“Moreover, the area surrounding the
now rather pathetic looking tree, is full of
cut-off pieces left behind by the perpetrator
and is an eyesore to everyone passing that
spot where the forlorn tree is standing in
isolation.”

Subsequently Jewish Report was told by
a resident of Cyrildene that at least three
years ago, he saw a bearded man in obvi-
ous Jewish dress, up a ladder at the same
tree, cutting off branches. Two young boys
with Kipot were waiting below, collecting
the palm branches from the ground as
they fell.

The newspaper spoke to members of the
community to get their opinions and here
are some of them: “What he is doing is
evil.” “To do this for a Jewish ceremony is
a sin.” “The Parks Department should lay
a charge of wanton destruction and get
the police to find the man.” “Make no mis-
take, this is a ‘shande fur de goyim’.” “To
do this as an example for the little boys is
disgraceful.” “What you tell me makes me
furious.”

One man was so angry that he said he
would lie in wait next year and physically
confront the man. Another person broad-
ened her annoyance: “Now after Succot,
people leave these palm leaves scattered
on the pavements, in a mess, for others to
clear away.”

AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

WATERS RESPONDS TO ANTI-SEMITISM
CHARGES

LONDON - Pink Floyd bassist Roger Waters has
defended himself against accusations of anti-
Semitism.

The Anti-Defamation League slammed Waters
last week for using what it said was anti-Semitic
imagery during performances of "Goodbye Blue
Sky" on his 2010-11 "The Wall Live" tour, which
targets Israel's West Bank security fence.

An animated scene projects images of planes
dropping bombs in the shape of Jewish Stars of
David, dollar signs, a crucifix, a hammer and
sickle, a crescent and star, a Mercedes sign and
a Shell Oil sign.

The ADL had expressed concern that the jux-
taposition of the Star of David and the dollar
sign "could easily be misunderstood as a com-
ment about Jews and money".

In a letter published on Monday in The
Independent, Waters said "there are no hidden
meanings in the order or juxtaposition of these
symbols. The point I am trying to make in the
song is that the bombardment we are all subject
to by conflicting religious, political and econom-
ic ideologies only encourages us to turn against
one another, and I mourn the concomitant loss
of life."

The letter goes on to say: "In so far as The Wall
has a political message, it is to seek to illuminate
our condition, and find new ways to encourage
peace and understanding, particularly in the
Middle East."

Waters told Britain's The Independent that he
felt compelled to respond to the ADL's charges.
"If I don't respond, people will see the story and
will come to believe I'm anti-Semitic, and I'm
not," he said. "Nothing could be further from the
truth. "

Waters said he had never heard of the ADL
before the controversy. (JTA)
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Dust hasn't settled yet on
UJ’s ultimatum to BGU

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPHS: SUPPLIED

LAST WEEK’S decision by the
University of Johannesburg’s
Senate not to summarily sever
ties with Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev - to meet a demand

for the conditional suspension of Adam Habib.

a co-operation programme in
water sanitation, if two conditions
were not met - has prompted calls
by Jewish academics and students
to foster greater dialogue among
academics.

Ironically the first of these two
conditions put to UJ’s Senate, that
the memorandum of understand-
ing between the two universities
includes Palestinian universities,
is a five-month old proposal sug-
gested by the SA Associates of
Ben-Gurion themselves.

A second condition imposed by
UJ on BGU for continuing ties
post April 2011, is that UJ not
engage in any activities with BGU
that have direct or indirect mili-
tary implications.

Explains UJ Deputy Vice Chan-
cellor Adam Habib: “This refers to
all signatories to the agreement
among the universities: Israelis,
Palestinians and South Africans.
It means ‘in general’ and would
apply to any other signatories to
similar agreements with UJ in
future.”

David

Habib chaired a “very divided” M|Iton Shain.

task group which over the past
three months investigated the ties
between the universities and
informed the UJ Senate’s resolu-
tion. The Senate consists of 150
academics - senior and junior -
and students.

Associates of BGU Executive |
Director Brenda Stern “applauds
the UJ Senate’s rejection of the
attempts by an absolute minority
of campaigners with narrow polit-
ical interests, to introduce an academic
boycott of BGU, and by extension Israel. It
is a victory for academic freedom and free
speech.

“We are, however, concerned at the con-
ditions which UJ is seeking to impose on
BGU. These conditions violate the princi-
ple of equal partnership upon which the
agreement between BGU and UJ is based.
We urge UJ’s Council to revise these con-
ditions, which are totally inappropriate
for one institution to attempt to impose on
an autonomous academic partner.

“BGU will continue to respect the right
of every Israeli citizen, conscripted or not,
to have access to the world class teaching
that BGU offers to all students, without
discrimination.

“As a sovereign state, Israel has a right
to an effective organised structure of
armed forces. Universities around the
world conduct research with their respec-
tive military structures, as well as accept
conscripted personnel to their student
population.

“There is no rational reason for holding
Israel to a different standard than is inter-
nationally practised by the global commu-
nity of nations, and we will reject any
attempts to dictate BGU’s research and
student intake criteria.

“We are confident that working together
with UJ’s administration, we can restore
the partnership between the two universi-
ties so that the expertise which BGU
shares so effectively with its Jordanian

Newman.

Stephanie
Hodes.

and Palestinian neighbours, will
continue to be made available to
our fellow South Africans.”

Professor Milton Shain of the
Department of Historical Studies
and director of the Isaac and
Jessie Kaplan Centre for Jewish
Studies and Research at the
University of Cape Town, com-
mented: “In their wisdom, UJ has
now decided how another univer-
sity must behave. Obviously they
have the right to decide with
whom they want to collaborate,
but I wonder if they will be consis-
tent when it comes to other insti-
tutions.

“My guess is that they will
reserve their moral concerns for
Israeli institutions. In any event,
the whole idea of academic boy-
cotts is fraught. Someone has to
play G-d and collective punish-
ment is meted out to academics
who have little influence. I far pre-
fer the exchange of ideas.

“Boycotts undermine the knowl-
edge enterprise and leave one
open to double standards. Even if
in UJ’s estimation BGU is a rogue
institution, targeting only an
Israeli institution is, I am afraid, a
form of anti-Semitism.

“I should also add that from
what I know, Archbishop Emeri-
tus Desmond Tutu is incorrect to
claim that BGU excludes Arab
Israelis.

“Can one therefore be sure that
all the other charges made by UJ
are correct?

“Dialogue, it seems to me, is
much better. At the height of the
academic boycott of South Africal
regularly listened to visiting
English Marxists at UCT who
enormously enriched debate.”

Prof Habib countered that Shain
should have confined his reaction
to the Senate resolution itself
rather than level the charge of
anti-Semitism at UJ.

“If Shain wants to react to Farid Esack
or others (on the issue) he should do so
elsewhere.”

On the ultimatum set by UJ, David
Newman, BGU’s dean of the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, writing
in the Jerusalem Post on Monday, said
“the past 15 years have witnessed a great
deal of scientific co-operation in diverse
areas. I could spend the rest of this col-
umn outlining some of the joint projects
which take place between BGU faculty and
both their Palestinian and Jordanian
counterparts - be it in medicine, environ-
mental protection and even overtly politi-
cal issues such as human rights. But in
doing so, I would be in danger of harming
many of these programmes.

“In most cases, it is the Palestinian side
which prefers to keep the project out of
sight of the media. Important groups
within Palestinian civil society, such as
trade unions and academics, are highly
critical of those who want to co-operate on
a basis of equality when, in reality, there
is no equality - political or economic.

“They are uncomfortable with the
thought that through co-operation they
are, de facto, legitimising the occupation.
Palestinian academics who work with
Israelis find the political pressure to bow
to the anti-intellectual logic of the boycott
campaign difficult to deal with.

Continued on page 4
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AUSTRALIAN JEWISH
GROUP REBUKED
OVER DIVESTMENT
DECISION

SYDNEY - Australian
Jewish leaders have
blasted a small Jewish
group over its decision
to support a partial boy-
cott of Israeli products.

Melbourne's Jewish
umbrella organisation,
the Jewish Community
Council of Victoria, at
Monday's monthly ple-
num meeting, scolded
the Australian Jewish
Democratic Society,
whose members have
long opposed Israel's
occupation of the West
Bank.

The council formally
dissociated itself from
the society, which last
month passed a resolu-
tion supporting "select-
ed boycott, divestment
and sanctions actions
designed to bring about
an end to the Israeli
occupation".

Specifically, the socie-
ty opposes supporting
those who produce and
export goods from
Jewish settlements in
the West Bank.

The council's execu-
tive director, Geoffrey
Zygier, said although his
organisation respected
the right of its con-
stituents to express
their viewpoints, the
society had "crossed the
red line in vilifying
Israel".

The Executive
Council of Australian
Jewry slammed the
society's motion as
"naive", while the
Zionist Federation of
Australia said the group
deserved "the most
severe condemnation".

The society claims it
is the first "community-
affiliated Jewish organi-
sation" in Australia to
have supported, albeit
partially, the Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions
campaign against Israel.
(JTA)

hday

A man for all seasons: from left, Rabbi Tanzer commemorating Simchat Torah, Yom Ha’atzmaut and Tu B’Shvat with his community.

ROBYN SASSEN

“IT IS an event that happens once in every 75
year cycle,” Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Avraham
Tanzer quipped with a straight face as he began
his sermon, on the second day of Succot in
Glenhazel Shul.

Rabbi Tanzer was not referring to any recog-
nised cycle, however, but rather to the first time
that all seven minyanim in the Glenhazel
kehillah, based in the Yeshiva College campus,
davened in one shul, to celebrate not only
Yomtov in unison, but also the rabbi’s 75th birth-
day.

And what a celebration it was! Filling the
interstices of the shul with men carrying lulav-
im and etrogrim for the service’s hoshanah, the
huge shul attendance lent the environment a
sense of fulsome spirit, leaving barely a seat
empty.

It was, however, Rabbi Tanzer’s birthday ser-
mon that spoke to the hearts of many. Thanking
each and every congregant for being there, he
spoke not of himself, but of the concept of ageing.

Citing the Tanach, he remarked that 30 was the
age of strength, but 80, that of might. “Through
the evolution of the years and the development
of greater understanding and wisdom, one can
distinguish between vital and dispensable com-
mitments. The process of channelling energy is
an expression of might.”

The most senior working rabbi in South
Africa, Rabbi Tanzer, a graduate of the presti-
gious Telshe Yeshiva in Cleveland, and the son of
blue collar workers, came to South Africa from
the US in 1963.

“My parents came to America from Europe as
single people. They met and married in New
York. I decided to become a rabbi because I was
raised frum.

“Rabbi Dr Michael Kossowsky was at that time

the rosh yeshiva and he invited me to join the
staff,” he recalls. “My wife, Marcia, is originally
from Baltimore and she had the spirit of adven-
ture that goaded us on to come to Africa. The
understanding was that we would be here for two
years.

“At that time, there were no Jews in Glenhazel.
Sydenham was the closest shul. We decided to
try to make a minyan in that first year. The fol-
lowing year, we established the Glenhazel
Hebrew Congregation.

“At that time, the school comprised just 50
high school boys.” The school’s foundation stone
had been laid by Rabbi Joseph Bronner in 1960 -
the idea for the school was first mooted in 1953; it
ran from the Merkin Seef home.

“There were no feeder schools. There was no
natural constituency for this kind of school. The
idea that one could grow here, under these cir-
cumstances was very far-fetched. The concept of
the ‘kosher strip’ of shops as we know it today,
was out of the question. No one could support
something like this - it had to grow from within.”

And the rest is history. “For 25 years, we
enjoyed a monopoly. Today, there are about 50
shtieblach in the area bordered by the suburbs of
Sydenham, Waverley and Linksfield. We are now
the religious centre of the city.”

With this remarkable success story, Rabbi
Tanzer remains humble. He skirts away from
singling out specific highlights in his career.

“We’re always in the middle of making high-
lights” he says. “It is hard to retire, for this rea-
son. But no one could have envisaged it,” he
smiles, referring to the community’s phenome-
nal growth.

“The South African Ba’al Teshuva community
is distinct in that it is the only one in the world
that didn’t depend on Holocaust survivors. Its
roots were the children of people who did not
keep Shabbat. The youth movement, Bnei Akiva

was at the forefront of this ethos.”

Being rosh yeshiva means that Rabbi Tanzer is
essentially where the buck stops on this happily
sprawling, continually growing campus.

“The Yeshiva is a big structure. Rabbi
Laurence Perez is our managing director; each of
our schools has a principal. For 25 years, Yeshiva
College was South Africa’s only Torah school.

“We were regarded as the community’s
extreme right wing. We built it around that cau-
cus of 50 boys - from the nursery school, which
we established in 1965, up through the primary
school, which opened its doors in 1967.”

In 1969, the Leila Bronner Girls’ High was
opened with rebbetzin Marcia Tanzer as its first
principal. 1973 saw the opening of the country’s
first Yeshiva Gedola under Rabbi Azriel
Goldfein. Today Yeshiva College boasts an intake
of over 900 learners.

“Of course everything is always in flux,” he
qualifies. “Like everyone, we have weathered
seasons of emigration.”

Yeshiva College is a school with a Torah agenda,
but it’s about academic excellence too. In 1995, the
school received the Jerusalem Prize in Knesset Bet
Hanasei, Jerusalem, for the best Jewish school in
the Diaspora. The school continues to expand,
architecturally, spiritually, educationally, struc-
turally, to embrace its community.

In response to how he has maintained his
longevity in the job, he says: “I was here first.
The people I deal with in my job are real people.”

He cites the concluding vort of his birthday
sermon: “It was a story about King David, from a
time before he became king. He was assailed by a
gang of angry, bitter men, who were in debt - the
country was going through instability at the
time. You know what he did? He referred to every
member of this gang as ‘ish’, a man. He saw
beyond the outer circumstances and acknowl-
edged each for his own humanity.”

Dust hasn't settled yet on UJ’s ultimatum to BGU

Continued from page 3

“Boycotts do nothing to promote
the interests of peace, human
rights or - in the case of Israel - the
end of occupation. The ‘good Jew’
response by BGU would accept the
logic of the academic boycott, but
would argue for an exception for
BGU on the basis that it passed the
political test - one which is only
applied to Israel.

“In reality, last week’s decision
has given the pro-boycotters a six
month period to win additional
supporters, legitimising the idea
that academic boycotts are justi-
fiable...

“But even when there is a will-
ingness to participate in joint
ventures, it is not easy. Israeli
academics enjoy working condi-
tions which can only be dreamed
of by their Palestinian col-
leagues. Meetings are never easy

to arrange - Israelis are forbid-
den to enter Area ‘A’ where most
of the Palestinian universities
are, and many are fearful of ven-
turing into these areas even if
they were allowed.

“Palestinians coming to meet-
ings in Israeli institutions have to
apply for transit permits weeks
in advance, and are often refused
or left waiting until the last
moment, when it is too late to
make complex arrangements.

“I invite my colleague Adam
Habib... to make good on his state-
ment of last week, when he said:
‘We believe in reconciliation...
We’d like to bring BGU and
Palestinian universities together to
produce a collective engagement
that benefits everyone.’

“I can show him examples of
where universities around the
world are hosting groups of
Israeli and Palestinian scholars

who find it difficult to meet
under local conditions...”

Habib responded to Newman’s
“considered response” with
alacrity. “In substance we share
a conviction of making the world
a better place. As for his warning
elsewhere in his article that UJ is
unwittingly strengthening the
hand of ultra-nationalist groups
who would like nothing better
than to prevent Israeli-Pales-
tinian co-operation, we will not
allow UJ’s values to be deter-
mined by extremists on either the
right or the left.”.

Unlike one of the 200 some odd
petitioners countrywide in favour
of a boycott, UJ Professor of
Religion Studies, Farid Esack,
who views the Senate resolution
as a “huge defeat for the Zionist
lobby” in South Africa, expressed
his disappointment that UJ did
not immediately terminate ties

with BGU.

Habib sees UJ’s finding of com-
mon ground by its task group
around the issues of reconstruc-
tion and reconciliation, as the vic-
tory.

“Broadening out the partnership
to include Palestinians, achieves
those ends in two respects:
enhanced research collaboration
and doing it in a way that works
towards a peaceful and just settle-
ment in Israel and Palestine.”

SAUJS Chairman Stephanie
Hodes points out that while UJ
claims to be acting in the interests
of Palestinians, the Palestinian
Authority itself has expressed no
support for boycotts of any kind,
especially not academic ones.

“The evidence of a long-term
strategy to demonise Israel at UJ,
stems from the migration to UJ of
notoriously vocal anti-Israel cam-
paigners, using the shield of aca-

demia to promote hate on campus.

“It is to some of these academics
that we can attribute the creation
of the radical Palestine Solidarity
Committee, which takes delight in
hosting some of the most anti-
Semitic speakers in South Africa.

“These include Fatima Hajaig
and Bongani Masuku. The latter
was recently found guilty of hate
speech by the South African
Human Rights Commission for
the open and blatant hatred he
espoused (against Israel) at a PSC
rally.

“Despite SAUJS’ numerous
attempts to engage with these aca-
demics, they have been unwilling
to even entertain the idea of dia-
logue. Their hypocrisy is illustrat-
ed by UJ Professor Steven
Friedman, who while advocating
for the boycott of BGU, brought a
professor from BGU to speak at
his seminar”.
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Holocaust is juxtaposed with the
Rwandan genocide in new museum

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

AT A SOUTH African Holocaust
museum that plans to open late
next year in Johannesburg, the
Holocaust will be featured beside a
more local genocide: the Rwandan
violence of 1994.

The inclusion of the African
mass murder is not a mere gesture
toward political correctness in
what will be the third Holocaust
museum in Africa. Rather it will be
an integral part of the planned
Johannesburg Holocaust and
Genocide Centre.

“The Rwandan section is a
prominent part of the permanent
exhibition, not an afterthought,”
said centre director Tali Nates. “It
will be a shared museum.”

The message the juxtaposition
sends is stark: that the Holocaust,
and remembrance of it, did not pre-
vent another genocide from occur-
ring. Even in Africa it was not a
message that naturally occurred to
the Jews here, Nates said.

“l don’t think that as South
Africans and as Jewish South
Africans we actually made the con-
nection,” Nates said. “You cannot
look at the story without remem-
bering that as a South African, you
need to make the connection to
Rwanda, to the continent of Africa
and to the fact that genocide, sadly,
did not stop after the Holocaust.

“So, I could not, in 2010-11, estab-
lish a Holocaust exhibition within
South Africa without looking at
Africa,” she said.

The museum will combine sur-
vivors’ testimonies with docu-
ments, photographs, film, interac-
tive exhibits, text and artefacts. The
exhibition space will take visitors
on a route starting with exhibits on
racism in general to the South
African experience during the
Holocaust to survivor accounts.

There will be a memorial court-
yard, an exhibition on the Rwandan
genocide and an area dedicated to
issues facing South Africans today,
such as xenophobia.

To include South African voices

in the exhibition on the Holocaust,
seven local Holocaust survivors and
Pretoria resident Jaap van Proosdij,
who saved dozens of Jews, have been
interviewed.

For the Rwanda section, the cen-
tre is collaborating with museums
and nongovernmental organisations
in Rwanda, Britain and the United
States. The exhibit will tell the story
not only of the killings, which took
the lives of some 800 000 people, but
little-known stories of those who
rescued Tutsis from the violence.

The museum is receiving signifi-
cant help from Proof, a US-based
organisation that interviews res-
cuers in former hot spots such as
Rwanda, Bosnia and Cambodia.

Describing the Rwandan exhibit,
Nates said: “It will be a sizable
exhibit with moving images, with
colour, and we will use a lot of the
voices of the victims, perpetrators,
bystanders and rescuers.”

As the Holocaust exhibit covers
the 12-year period from 1933 to 1945,
compared to the less detailed 100
days of the Rwandan genocide, the

This illustration of two survivors living in South Africa, Rwandan Xavier Ngabo and Warsaw Ghetto sur-
vivor Irene Klass, is being used as part of the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre’s media

launch. (PHOTO BY ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

Nazi exhibit will be larger.

“It’s not a competition in size of
story, it’s not a competition in suf-
fering,” Nates said. “It is about the
human connection between the
‘Never again’ we said after the
Holocaust and the ‘Again and again’
we experienced in the 20th century.”

The Rwandan story resonates
particularly in South Africa, which
emerged from decades of apartheid
just as the Rwandan genocide took
place. Indeed, South Africa’s experi-
ence with apartheid will form a sub-
stantial part of the introduction to
the Rwandan exhibition.

South Africa is the only country
in Africa where the teaching of the
Holocaust and the Rwandan geno-
cide are part of the national curricu-
lum. The centre is committed to
assisting this education and has
been doing so since its establish-
ment in temporary premises in 2008.

Like the country’s two other
Holocaust centres, in Cape Town
and Durban, the Johannesburg
Holocaust and Genocide Centre
plans to bring in scholars to train
educators.

“Our hope is that our education
efforts will lead to growing aware-
ness, intervention and prevention”
of xenophobia within South Africa”,
Nates said.

Architect Lewis Levin is design-
ing the museum. African stone,
readily available in Gauteng, will be
incorporated with concrete and
steel. The visual effect will evoke
not only wreckage and destruction,
but also trees in a forest. Levin says
the imagery is deliberate. “If you
visit the death camps, the fragments

of mangled steel that have
remained and of forests surround-
ing the precincts are strong visual
associations.”

The split-level, 836 square-metre
centre will comprise two buildings
connected by a bridging structure
and public areas.

At street level, the double-vol-
ume foyer will be dominated by a
wall of clear glazing interspersed
with drawings by children in the
Theresienstadt ghetto during the
Holocaust. There will be an area for
reflection inside and outside in the
form of the memorial garden.

In the displays, the museum will
include explanations in South
Africa’s indigenous languages, in
addition to Hebrew and English.

At the entrance will be a memori-
al light with “Z’chor”, the Hebrew
word for “remember”, alongside
words for remembrance in other
African languages, including
Kinyarwanda, spoken in Rwanda.

The Johannesburg centre is
being funded by the local Jewish
community, but it is partnering
with the City of Johannesburg to
place the museum in a prominent
site in the heart of the city - on Jan
Smuts Avenue, one of the city’s
main thoroughfares, near other
museums and its main universities.

The property, which will be
leased to the museum at minimal
cost, originally belonged to the
Jewish Bernberg sisters, who had a
fashion museum there and
bequeathed the site to the city on
condition that it be used as a muse-
um or art gallery.

Nates, a native of Israel who
married a South African and has
lived here for 25 years, is an inter-
nationally regarded scholar on the
Holocaust and a child of survivors.
Her father and uncle were on
Schindler’s list; much of the rest of
her family was murdered at the
Belzec death camp.
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SOCIAL SCENE

And the winner of the Kia
Cerato is Andy Smith (third
from left), flanked by Saul
Tomson; Barry Simon of Kia
Motors SA; and Hedley Lewis,
executive director of Helping
Hands; Philip Froom; and
Cindi Bobroff, co-ordinator of
the event.

Mamma mia, what a
glorious show it was!

TZIVIA GRAUMANN

THE CHEVRAH Kadisha’s most recent
fundraiser at a performance of Mamma Mia
last weekend attracted a record-breaking full
house, and has received numerous letters
from the community, commenting on the
professionalism and palpable atmosphere in
the event.

The Teatro at Montecasino in Fourways
was the venue. Event co-ordinator Cindi
Bobroff commented: “This community is
awesome. They never fail to support whole-
heartedly with their positive energy and
generosity.”

After a finger supper by Shelley Geffen
and an address to the community by the
Chev’s CEO Michael Sieff, the production,
starring Gina Shmukler, Kate Normington
and Ilse Klink, began.

The evening also featured a raffle for a Kia
Cerato - the winning ticket, that of Andy
Smith, was drawn by Shmukler.

Hedley Lewis, executive director of
Helping Hands, was delighted with the suc-
cess of the evening. “All the proceeds from
the car raffle are being allocated to education
for the children of Arcadia and the audience
response has been inspiring,” he said.

Alan and Bonita-Cheri Pollard; and Nicci
Raz. (PHOTOGRAPHS: TZIVIA GRAUMANN AND
DORON FALK)

Happy Mamma Mia audience members
and Helping Hands supporters Gabi
Medalie; Andy Kopelowitz; Justine Brozin;
and Hayley Blieden.
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great hit in Tel Aviv

DAVID SAKS
PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED

CAPE TOWN

DECEMBER
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vacation for the entire fomily ot the
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Beady Den

Cape Town

Kosher Mehodrin

DESPITE TEMPERATURES almost in the
forties and plenty of competition from other
displays, the South African installation at the
“One Family Many Faces Festival” in Tel
Aviv over Succot, was a resounding success.

The display, which was curated by the staff
of the SAJBD, attracted over 2 000 visitors
over the three days of the festival, held from
September 26 to 28 on Tel Aviv University
campus.

Visitors ranged from completely secular to
ultra-Orthodox. A high proportion com-
prised former South Africans now living in
Israel, while many others had some kind of
connection to South Africa and its Jewish
community.

The enthusiasm of the response is attested
to by Robyn Smookler, herself a former
South African, who was on hand to guide vis-
itors for all three days. It was, she says, “a
very positive campaign, very educational
and most inspirational for many”.

That former South Africans continue to
feel passionate about their country of origin,
was shown by how very proud they were to
see the achievements of its Jewish communi-
ty given pride of place.

Particular interest was expressed in the
number of Jewish day schools - 56 - and in
the Jewish community’s participation in the
Fifa World Cup. Many Israelis expressed the
view that Israel itself would do well to match
the positive statistics of South Africa when it
came to intermarriage rates and fasting on
Yom Kippur.

The beaded works and vuvuzelas were a
decided hit, while the distribution of jelly
tots and fizzers certainly provided an added
incentive for children to come forward. That
jelly tots are now kosher is one of the most
recent achievements of the South African
Beth Din. Expats sampling them commented
that it was like tasting their childhood once
again.

On offer at the “One Family Many Faces
Festival” was live music, activities for chil-
dren, a large communal succah to picnic in
and an exhibition of creative succahs com-
missioned from artists from around the
world.

The South African display featured in a
section where different organisations and

An American family fascinated with the
South African succah.

Shira Zadikov, a former South African,
enjoying magnetic South African slang;
Robyn Smookler explains SA history to an
Israeli visitor.

Fun with the kids in the succah

countries had their own succahs promoting
their own particular cause or country.

Among the high profile visitors to the exhi-
bition was Yuli Edelstein, Ministry of Public
Affairs and the Diaspora. It was through
Edelstein’s invitation that the SAJBD decid-
ed to become involved in the project.

The festival took place under the joint aus-
pices of the Ministry of Public Affairs and
the Beit Hatfutsot Museum of the Jewish
People and was the first of what is hoped will
become an annual Succot event at Beit
Hatfutsot.

An outreach programme with real soul

RAV ILAN HERRMANN
PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED

THE COLOURFUL and dynamic festival of
Succot was celebrated with the shaking of
the four species. Pictured are Byron
Blumenau; Dani Weinstein; and Kelly
Weinstein alongside Soul Workout’s Rav
Ilan Herrmann.

The Soul Workout outreach
campaign offered the Jewish pub-
lic an opportunity to engage the
festival by performing this impor-
tant mitzvah.

Soul Workout, a Jewish out-
reach organisation, is a growth
and awareness organisation
aimed at increasing and enhanc-
ing the communal and individual
experience of Judaism. The highly

successful and popular publication, “Soul
Workout” is a weekly study guide offering a
five minute a day study session giving the
reader an amazing and broad insight into
academic and practical Judaism.

. For more information call Ilan

Herrmann on 082-683-4100 or visit the Soul
Workout website on www.soulworkout.co.za
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

THEUNISSEN
From Owen Ogince:

“Hello from Perth. Having read your arti-
cle on Theunissen, I am one of the Ogince
family. My family were the last remaining
Jews in Theunissen. I was the last person
to have a barmitzvah in Theunissen.

“Rev Israel was my cheder teacher for a
few years prior to me going to boarding
school in Bloemfontein. My only connec-
tion to the town presently, is a farm that I
still own next to the township.

“My father, Jack Ogince, passed away in
1978 and my sister, Grace Kady remained
in Theunissen/ Welkom for a some years,
before moving to Johannesburg, then emi-
grating to Sydney a few months ago.

“I have another sister, Elaine Krug, who
presently lives in Johannesburg. I emigrat-
ed to Perth in 1987.”

This is an article written by Owen Ogince
in 2003:

“Kum mayn zun, dus is fraytik, lormir
geyn davenen. (Come my son, it is Friday,
let us go and pray).

“Theunissen, is a small country dorpie,
situated in the Free State, approximately
three hours’ drive from Johannesburg.

“Oom Jackie, was well-known in this vil-
lage, but he was also known as Oom Jackie,
die Jood (the Jew) by many who always
added ‘the Jew’ to his name.

“Yacov Ben Osher, referred to as Jankel,
was born in Vabalninkas, Lithuania. His
parents, sensing the forthcoming war dan-
ger, told him to leave the country of his
birth and to join his two sisters in South
Africa.

“In 1929, aged 15, unable to speak
English and with hardly any money, he
arrived in Cape Town, was processed with
the name of Jackie Ogince and made his
way to his family in the Orange Free State.

“Within days, he became a shopkeeper,
although he was unable to speak English
or Afrikaans. His residence was a store-
room at the back of the shop and during
the next few years, he taught himself to
speak, read and write both languages.

“His general dealer shop prospered and
in 1941 he married Miriam Ruth Eisenstein
from Zastron, another small village in the
OFS.

“Theunissen, with a white population of
about 2 000, had approximately 48 Jewish
families in the 1930 to 1950 period. The syn-
agogue, with Reverend Mitavsky and sub-
sequently Reverend Israel, was the focal
point of this active and vibrant Jewish
community.

“Various Jewish organisations, includ-
ing The Union of Jewish Women, Women’s

Zionist League and Hebrew Order of
David were extremely active and many
businesses, owned by the Jewish families
prospered.”

To be continued

NAKURA, KENYA

A Shavuot service was held in the
Masonic Lodge in Nakura on June 1, 1941.
The hall was beautifully decorated and
suitably arranged for the occasion. There
was also a large gathering of South
African Jewish soldiers in attendance.

The padre, Captain Menachemson sent
Staff-Sergeant Bennie Goldberg to offici-
ate and also loaned the community a Sefer
Torah. Again the military authorities co-
operated with the chaplain in making the
services throughout the colony a success.

The service in Nakura was conducted,
very ably, by Air-Corporal L. Wexler of the
South African Air Force. The men who
had just returned from action, appreciat-
ed being given aliyahs.

Staff Sergeant Goldberg then read the
padre’s message to the congregation and
delivered a sermon. The congregation
thanked Staff Sergeant Goldberg for his
assistance, after which they entertained the
soldiers to dinner.

A memorable Shavuot ended with the
singing of Hatikvah, Die Stem and G-d
Save the King.

(The SA Jewish Times, July 25, 1941).

JOHANNESBURG

George Cohen, (98) the oldest member of
the Wanderers Club, continues with his
memoirs, “The Flame”.

“Coming back from the war in Egypt,
we were informed in the train from
Durban that we would be demobbed at the
main ground of The Wanderers (in
Johannesburg), and so it came about on
January 13, 1943.

“I walked through the tunnel that had
been constructed several years back, link-
ing the south end of Rissik Street to
Wolmarans Street, took the familiar train
to Yeoville and was given a rapturous wel-
come by the family.

“Shortly after my return, the Johan-
nesburg Municipality and South African
Railways, advised The Wanderers that
they would have to annexe a huge slice of
their ground adjacent to the station
because the station had to be enlarged.

“The news was imparted to the mem-
bers and came as a huge shock to most of
us who lived within walking distance of
enjoying the Club’s facilities.

“We were then advised that Victor Kent,
club secretary, and his committee had
anticipated this proclamation by the
council and had obtained rights to pur-
chase ground in Illovo - such amazing
foresight!

“It soon became apparent that the Club
would have to be relocated from the busy
confines of ‘The Golden City’ to the rela-
tively unknown precincts of Illovo, and

there was turmoil among the members.
There was no option, however, and the big
move took place during the years 1946 to
1948.

“The new clubhouse and grounds were
magnificent. The area was named Kent
Park, but the history of the old Club
founded in 1888, like that of the city itself
founded in 1886, will never be forgotten.”

To be continued.

MUNICH

A few years ago, four young Jewish stu-
dents, two girls and two boys, from
Durban, were on the Kon Tiki European
Tour and on a Monday found themselves
in Munich.

They learnt that the notorious Dachau
concentration camp which was not far
away, could be visited, so they decided to
go there, independently of the tour.

They took a train to Dachau station
near where the camp was situated and
when they got to the camp, to their con-
sternation they found that it was closed
on Mondays.

They decided that they would try and
get in, anyway, and found a fence which
they climbed through. They were hardly
inside the camp when a jeep with German
soldiers came tearing up to them with the
soldiers shouting something.

The soldiers told them that they were
not allowed in as the camp was closed and
that they would be arrested if they did not
leave. Having no choice, they left.

Subsequently, they wondered whether
this is the only known case of Jews being
apprehended for trying to break into the
Dachau concentration camp?

DUBAI

From David Berman (on Venus Williams
Bravo):

“A recent brief in the sports section of
Newsday, touts Venus Williams’ win over
Israel’s Shahar Peer in the semi-finals of
the Dubai Championships, an article that
could easily have been overlooked by the
general public.

“The real headline, which should have
been given far greater press in a more
obvious location, came at the end of the
blurb: ‘Williams agreed to defend her title
this year only if the Israeli player was
admitted to the Emirates.’

“As unbelievable as it should be in this
day and age, the Israeli was denied a visa
by the United Arab Emirates authorities
last year and could not participate. It is
also sad to hear that Ms Peer had to be
surrounded by guards and could play only
in the most secure court, not the centre
court, all week.

“Certainly Ms Williams deserves
greater recognition for her compassion-
ate and selfless act. She stood up for her
principles and put her professional posi-
tion on the line in order to achieve her
objective. Very few individuals would
have had the guts to do what she did.”

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF
JEWISH LAWMAKERS SWORN INTO AUSTRALIA'S PARLIAMENT

SYDNEY - Two Jewish lawmakers have been
sworn into Australia's new parliament wear-
ing Kkipot and taking their oath on the Old
Testament.

The Labour Party's Michael Danby and
the Liberal Party's Joshua Frydenberg - the
first Jewish lawmaker representing his
party in the lower house - were sworn in on
September 28 in Canberra. They join
Labourite Mark Dreyfus, a third Jewish law-
maker, in the nation's first hung parliament
in 70 years.

Also sworn in was Ed Kusic, the nation's

first Muslim lawmaker, who placed his hand
on the Qur'an, and the Liberal Party's Ken
Wyatt, the first Aboriginal member of the
House of Representatives, who wore a tradi-
tional kangaroo skin for the ceremony.

Frydenberg was sworn in using the same
Bible as Sir Zelman Cowen used in 1977
when he became governor-general, the
nation’s second Jewish head of state. The
ornate Bible, which is in English and
Hebrew, was printed in 1971 made from the
plates of the London edition of the 1881
Jewish Family Bible. (JTA)
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Join Cantor Oshy Tugendhaft and the
Johanneshurg Jewish Male Choir

in celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Choir

Sunday 24 October 2010 at 7:45pm
Linder Auditorium, Johannesburg

Maestro Elli Jaffe, Conductor Great Synagogue Choir, Jerusalem
Evelyn Green and Musical Ensemble
Narrator: Helen Heldenmuth

=5
General buuklng uéens 1 September 2010

(Computicket and Evelyn Green)
Ticket prices R180 and R150

Thie Chabad Addiction Rehabilitation Centre
33 Manco Avenue, Cor Ballyclare Drive, Riverclub
RSVF to: justine@chabad.org.za or 073 BBZ 6776

www.chabadsouthafrica.org
Hotline 0861 111 770

A Chabad House Community Project
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Open Shuhada
Street slings mud
over Ahava products

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN
PHOTOGRAPH: FAIZEL SLAMANG

OPEN SHUHADA Street (OSS) is
again ruffling community feath-
ers, this time by calling for
Wellness Warehouse at the up-
market Cavendish Square shop-
ping centre, to stop stocking Ahava
cosmetic products or to alter their
product labels from stating that
they are manufactured in Israel, to
saying that they originate in the
occupied territory of the West
Bank.

Jewish Report asked Daniel
Mackintosh of OSS, a Western
Cape-based movement, how, in the
grander scheme of things, this
could be seen as contributing to a
peaceful resolution to the Middle
East situation. Would it not just
serve to inflame emotions around
what may be regarded as a minor
issue?

“It’s not a minor issue,” he
responded. “What’s important is
to try and focus everyone’s atten-
tion on the Israeli Occupation.

“This is not a campaign against
Israel in general, but rather to try
and make profiting from the
Occupation something that South

A protester against Ahava products,
demonstrates outside Cavendish Square
shopping centre last Saturday.

African companies cannot do. It’s
targeted - we want to get to a point
where there are no settlement
products sold in South Africa.”

Mitzpe Shalom, a West Bank set-
tlement and the site of Ahava’s
main factory, was “clearly” an ille-
gal settlement, he noted.

“Ahava is a settlement product
and using mud (one of its ingredi-
ents) that doesn’t belong to Israelis
is not okay.” The product had been
targeted by OSS in line with the
global campaign against the
brand, he added.

While removal of the products
from the shelves would be “first
prize”, OSS hoped that relabelling
them would lead to a reduced
demand for Ahava if people were
aware of the fact that “the profits
from them were going to the set-
tlers and to support the Israeli
Occupation as a whole”.

He stressed that OSS in general
was “trying to find a common posi-
tion based on human rights” and
was “very willing to criticise the
violence of Palestinians”.

Last Saturday, 30 OSS and UCT
Palestine Solidarity Forum mem-
bers staged a protest outside
Cavendish Square, followed by
Mackintosh and a friend filling up
a basket of Ahava products at
Yy Wellness Warehouse and
refusing to pay for them.
Before they even reached the
till, he says things got “quite
tense” when members of
Israeli advocacy group “Chai”
began verbally attacking
them, employing “racist and
homophobic taunts”.

The pair was then escorted
out by the centre’s security
| staff.

OSS would be laying a
charge of displaying a “false
trade description” against
Wellness Warehouse, “in the
next few days”. The group
says that the label of origin
on Ahava products is unlaw-
ful in terms of section 7 of
the Merchandise Marks Act
(Act 17 of 1941 as amended).

Approached for comment,
Stephen Sacks, financial direc-
tor of SDV Pharmaceuticals
(Pty) Ltd, distributors of
Ahava products in South
Africa since 1994, said: “We are
only agents for Ahava and any
comment should be obtained
from their head office in
Israel.”

BUILDING SOUTH AFRICA

People doing remarkable things

A place of happiness,
where people learn’

ROBYN SASSEN

Israel’s vast amounts of
oil buried in the sea bed

ISRAEL 21c STAFF
JERUSALEM

NOBLE ENERGY, senior partner
in Israel’s promising Leviathan
gas drill, has estimated that the
oil reserves located under the
site’s gas reserves, may fill up to
three billion barrels.

Noble’s only reservation is that
the reservoir is located under a
deep layer of rock, and it is
unclear whether it can be fully
depleted.

According to the company’s
assessments, preliminary tests
ahead of drilling will begin this
month, at a cost of $150 million,
and during the drilling a rig with
more powerful drilling capabili-

ties will be on standby.

The Leviathan gas reserves,
located some 120 kilometres west
of Israel, are believed to contain
over 453 billion cubic metres with
the probability of extracting gas
from the site at 50 per cent.

Partners in the drilling are
Delek Group (45,34 per cent), via
the companies Avner Oil Ex-
ploration and Delek Drilling,
RatzioYam (15 per cent) with the
remainder controlled by Noble
Energy.

The YNet website reports that
the total oil reserve in the world
(as of 2006) is 1,3 trillion barrels,
most of which is concentrated in
the territory of less than 15 coun-
tries. (Israel2lc)

WALK THROUGH Newtown in Johannesburg any
week day, and you will see an active and busy array
of young black dancers in training, committed to
their profession, honing their bodies. With beautiful
posture, they flex and train, bursting with ambition
and an irrevocable sense of belonging, pride and
self-belief.

As she sits in her bright turquoise T-shirt, Sylvia
“Magogo” Glasser blends in perfectly with the undi-
luted colours that punctuate the Moving Into Dance
Mophatong building in Newtown, unveiled as such
by Executive Mayor Amos Masondo last August.

A couple of weeks ago, this unprepossessing
woman was among several local women celebrated
by Minister of Arts and Culture Lulu Xingwana, as
living legends.

The awards were presented to women who have
made an impact in the arts over the past 50 years
and were presented for music, drama, theatre, poet-
ry, literature, film, craft and fine art.

Glasser was the only woman honoured in dance.
She commented: “I felt immensely humbled and
deeply honoured to be among many legendary
strong, creative women that I look up to and admire
as role models. I also feel blessed to still be part of
Moving Into Dance Mophatong, and blessed that we
continue to be able to make a difference in people’s
lives through dance.

“It all felt almost surreal,” she refers to the
awards ceremony. “I have not done what I have done
for acknowledgement, but it was an inaugural
award and so humbling to be considered with peo-
ple of the stature of Abigail Kubeka, Noria Mabasa,
Letta Mbuli, even the late Miriam Makeba.”

Born in Pietersburg (now Polokwane) in 1940,
Glasser began choreographing in 1963. She obtained
a Masters degree in ethno-musicology from the
University of Houston 14 years later and in 1978
broke all rules by starting South Africa’s first non-
racial contemporary dance studio, from the garage
of her Victory Park home, at a time when it was not
even acceptable (let alone fashionable) to do so. “In
those days, I dreamt I would have a professional
modern dance company, but it was not imaginable.”

Then called simply Moving Into Dance, the com-
pany represented a form of anti-apartheid protest.
“I felt very uncomfortable living in South Africa
when the majority of the population was not being
given the opportunities I had,” she comments.

“I established MID because I wanted a non-racial
dance company. I never thought it would be as big as
this,” she indicates the litany of dancers, from
Paris-based Vincent Mantsoe to Gregory Magoma
and Sello Pesa, to name but a few who have become
household names in international contemporary
dance, but also she gestures toward the beautiful
new studios, sponsored by the Johannesburg
Development Agency. “I never even envisaged liv-
ing in a democratic society!”

In 1988, the company moved to the Braamfontein
Recreation Centre, and it took another 10 years for
it to shift to the then growing Newtown Cultural
Precinct. It was at this stage, in 1998, that Moving

Into Dance Mophathong wa Thabo became its full
name - the latter phrase referring to “a place of hap-
piness where people learn”.

Glasser has been at the forefront of creating
dance work that has reflected an original blending
of African ritual movement, with Western contem-
porary dance and music.

“I was never afraid in the work I do,” she begins.
“No, that is not strictly true,” she smiles. “There
were terrifying moments when I was travelling with
the company where I feared for my dancers - I
feared that they would be apprehended by the
police. But I never really believed that we were big
enough for anything to happen.

“Having said that, I was friendly with the late
David Webster,” an anthropologist at Wits, who was
also an anti-apartheid activist. He was assassinated
by an apartheid operator in 1989.

“I was not in the same league. But there were spe-
cific times when I was very afraid. In the late eight-
ies, we travelled, as a mixed company, to a festival in
Botswana. It was shortly after the South African
Defence Force had bombed the ANC camp. It was
scary for the black dancers who were subject to hav-
ing sniffer dogs on them. The border police were
looking for ANC members.”

The process has been as much a learning curve
for Glasser, as for dancers. “One of the things that
attracted me to some of the principles of African
philosophy was ‘community’; these are values very
basic to Judaism too. ‘Im ein ani li, mi 1i?’” she cites
the timeless words from Pirkei Avot, “U-ch’she’ani
le’atzmi mah ani? Ve’im lo achshav eim atai?” (If 1
am not for myself, who will be for me? And if I am
for myself only, what am I? And if not now, when?)

In response to the question as to how many lives
MIDM has touched over the years, Glasser laughs.
“Hundreds, hundreds, hundreds. But I have not
achieved this alone. I would never have done so
without the support of my husband and family, but
also never without Maureen Friedman who taught
theoretical subjects like English and psychology;
and Sandra Rosenberg who taught dance with me
for many years.”

Today, MIDM offers a two-year training pro-
gramme and a professional dance company.
Between the two, it presents ongoing development
and performance. The trainee dancers are begin-
ning to offer their services as entertainment for
community barmitzvahs and batmitzvahs. Glasser
delights in this.

“At any stage in MIDM’s development, the Jewish
community at large was never really a presence in
terms of support. Of course, it is never too late, and
we always need money for bursaries.

“A relatively small contribution can turn some-
one’s life around completely. MIDM is not just
something that you have at parties for entertain-
ment, dance is a real career.”

« MIDM presents “Dancing into Summer”,
October 21 - 24 at the Dance Factory in Newtown. It
features works by Vincent Mantsoe; Themba Mbuli;
Michel Kelemenis; Sunnyboy Motau; Fana
Tshabalala; and Thabo Rapoo, (011) 838-2816.
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Altman’s life skills training has a

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

TEACHING LIFE skills is the common
thread through the dual occupations of
Rabbi Jonathan Altman in his roles of con-
gregational rabbi as well as corporate train-
er. And he often employs the same tools,
whether he is dealing with congregants or
corporates, because, as he says: “Most of the
issues are human issues.”

Originally from Johannesburg, Rabbi
Altman has been the spiritual leader of Beit
Midrash Morasha here for the past nine
years. As a partner in Real Consulting, he
conducts workshops for businesses in the
small to medium enterprises range, employ-
ing what he terms ‘“high-level interven-
tions”.

The economic downturn has naturally cre-
ated more of a demand for his services.
“When there are financial issues, the cracks
in a relationship show up,” he says.

He was recently engaged to sort out what
the firm thought was one specific relation-
ship that had been damaged, inter alia, by
the unfavourable climate - it transpired that
the entire company and many business units
had been affected. But, he insists, it is never
really only about the financial situation.

“A lot of people are making a lot of money
in the downturn. It’s about refocusing and
finding it within yourself to take the risk and
move out of your little box, about asking:
‘Why is this happening, what could I have
done differently?’

“The focus of the work we do is perform-
ance management,” he adds.

“In order to get there, we take our clients
through a full strategic workshop at the
executive level. Out of that will emerge exec-
utive measurable deliverables - for example,
that you have to have X done by Y date - for
each specific role in the company.

“That then has to be translated into meas-
urable deliverables for the senior manage-
ment level. We then take the management
through a similar two-day process to empow-
er them to translate their deliverables into
deliverables for the workers in that specific
business unit.

“Running parallel with the group work-
shops, we have one-on-one coaching to
ensure that the work that has to be done gets
done, but more importantly, to ascertain why
it doesn’t get done.”

Concomitant with the business process is
personal growth, in the sense of discovering
what it is that stops one from doing certain
things. “For example, even at executive level,
management very often has difficulty hold-
ing people accountable.

“What we do is coach them on the reason
they are not following through. More often
than not, it is driven by unconscious fears
such as the fear of not being liked by others.”

Similarly, in religious observance and life,
fear can be the overriding emotion prevent-
ing one from becoming more committed or
even confronting issues with one’s spouse,
he points out.

Confronting fears, confronting oneself,
understanding one’s good points as well as
one’s challenges, are the tools of his trade.
And this is where the crossover between the
business and the rabbi’s congregational
work becomes apparent, “specifically facing
yourself on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur”, the subject of his droshas over this
period.

“I said: Now it’s Rosh Hashanah, time for a
new start. Analyse what you are focusing on.
If it’s not what you want to be focusing on,
what’s stopping you? That’s the real issue.

“On Yom Kippur, we say the Al Chets. But
what does it really mean to say ‘for the sins I
have committed’? Rav Soloveitchik says that
the real value in this process on Yom Kippur
is standing up and saying: ‘I'm accountable
for everything I've done - Chatatie, I've
sinned.” Once that is done, everything else
can flow.

“That is what teshuvah is - making a start
by recognising what you’ve done wrong.
Similarly, in a work context, there is a need
to say: ‘I am accountable for that which has
gone wrong.’

“From a Torah perspective, it’s all there,”
says Rabbi Altman. “When I got into this
(business), very little of this work was new to
me.

“Pirkei Avot is the manual - you don’t real-
ly need anything else; you’ve just got to know
how to understand and interpret it in that
milieu. The problem is that so many people
are unfortunately Jewishly illiterate, so they

can’t access the information. This is a funda-
mental challenge in our generation.

“And so they think that holding oneself
accountable and setting measurable deliver-
ables is from the outside world and Judaism
is about keeping kosher, Shabbos, eating
kichel and herring etc. But it’s not, it’s the
complete opposite - it’s really about working
on and maximising self and maintaining
integrity in relationships.

“What I try and do is bring the work that I
do into the shul and bring the shul into the
work that I do,” he says, quipping:
“Obviously I'm not trying to make people
that I'm training frum, but rather trying to
get them to be real with themselves.

“I believe that the Torah is given to us to
enable us and empower us to be conscious of
our G-dly role on every single level in every-
thing we do.”

strong Torah base

Rabbi
Jonathan
Altman
conducting
a work-
shop for a
corporate.
(PHOTO-
GRAPH SUP-
PLIED)
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Who are you in
bed with?

IT IS not just technology that is confusing today, with new
“must-have” digital gadgets coming out weekly, making
people feel they’re always lagging behind in what they own
and know how to do.

Politics is equally confusing, deciphering who is who
and what they stand for. Simple “left-right” definitions
which once gave clarity, are increasingly meaningless. Yet
they continue to be used, partly because the media, by its
very nature, needs labels to describe what is happening,
and journalists are sometimes too overworked - or lazy - to
dig deeper.

The apartheid era was simpler. You knew who the “bad
guys” and “good guys” were, and the labels “left” and
“right” were useful identifiers, even if not totally histori-
cally accurate. The regime labelled almost anyone who
opposed it as “leftist” - meaning a threat to “good” society.

Two prolific labels during apartheid were “verlig” and
“verkramp”, coined by Professor Willem de Klerk, later
editor of Die Transvaler. The former implied an enlight-
ened person with a vision beyond himself of a better
world, seeking a way out of apartheid’s dead-end; the latter
an insular person caught up in his own petty needs,
inclined to draw a laager and preserve apartheid because it
was useful to him and what he perceived to be a safe haven.
Today those words have very little resonance. Someone
may be verkramp in one context, but enlightened in anoth-
er.

Political labels remind one of Humpty Dumpty in Alice
Through the Looking Glass, who declared: “When I use a
word, it means just what I choose it to mean - neither more
nor less.”

The “leftist” trade union, the National Union of
Mineworkers, for example, slams ANC Youth League
President Julius Malema for his nationalisation crusade,
calling him “juvenile” and pointing to thousands of
mineworkers who would lose jobs should this come about
willy-nilly.

Is the major trade union federation, Cosatu, the left
today, as a trade union is expected to be? It has become an
elitist - actually bourgeois - group looking solely after peo-
ple with jobs, ignoring the 25 per cent plus of South
Africans without work - the country’s most dangerous
social time-bomb. The politically correct platitudes coming
from it mean little to the multitudes of poverty-stricken
jobless.

This label-distorting is especially true in countries
whose political system depends on coalitions to create gov-
ernments. Compromises lead to ground shifts for the sake
of retaining power. In the UK, the Labour Party - once the
political left - gradually took hold of the centre, pushing
the previous centre to the right. In Israel, the Labour Party
is no longer the serious left it once was, but centrist, where
it is fighting with Kadima for that position.

The most traditionally liberal European country -
Holland - has a right-wing coalition party in power, with
extreme rightist Geert Wilders’ Freedom Party giving it its
support - obviously for concessions advancing its cause.
And significant voices in other so-called liberal democra-
cies, such as France and Belgium, support a ban on the
Muslim burga - in the name of liberalism!

The growing assault on Israel in South Africa by people
who would happily call themselves “leftists” has little to do
with the word’s traditional meaning. Bizarrely, well-mean-
ing idealists are unwittingly in bed with Islamic funda-
mentalists for whom the traditional leftist sense of human
rights is alien and annoying. This co-habitation gives birth
to something nobody can control.

Remember the “communists” in the Soviet Union, who
were unable or unwilling to see that Stalin had nothing to
do with the humanitarian ideals of the so-called “left”? He
butchered 20 million people.

The negative consequences of breaking links between
the University of Johannesburg and Ben-Gurion
University (BGU) will fall entirely on underprivileged
South Africans who need clean water. BGU is a world-
class university - a hotbed of political diversity, aside
from its scientific excellence - with no need of South
Africa or its universities, which on a global scale rank far
lower in excellence than most Israeli institutions of high-
er learning.

It sounds and feels good to bristle with moral indigna-
tion and politically correct words. In the end, only South
Africans will lose. Activists of whatever stripe must pon-
der who they are in fact getting into bed with, and how
they will get out of it, should they want to. They can’t just
“cherry-pick” the bits they like.

Is their partner “pro-Palestinian” and pro-universal
human rights? Or simply anti-Israel camouflaged by a pro-
Palestinian and human rights cloak? Are they taking the
time to really ponder these questions?

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Israeli Wealt class grows,

The Herzliya
marina, where
many of Israel’s
wealthy class
dock their
boats. (PHOTO-
GRAPH: MOSHE

SHAI / FLASH90 /
JTA)

transforming a country

DINA KRAFT
HERZLIYA PITUACH, ISRAEL

SOME OF the wealthiest Israelis
live on Galei Tchelet Street in this
coastal town on a narrow road that
seems to groan under the weight of
its many mansions.

Rooftops and balconies of the
grand homes peek out from beyond
the walls covered in oleander and
bougainvillea and the security gates
that surround them, an eclectic mix
of boxy white modern structures
and sprawling Tuscan-style villas
perched on a bluff overlooking the
Mediterranean.

That such streets and neighbour-
hoods exist in Tel Aviv suburbs
such as the one in Herzliya Pituach,
Kfar Shmaryahu and others - along
with the new wave of luxury resi-
dential skyscrapers in Tel Aviv
itself - attest to the new level of
wealth achieved by a small but
growing pool of Israelis.

Money, much of it fuelled by
Israel’s technology boom, is trans-
forming a country once considered
a bastion of socialist, even Spartan
values.

“There is a real race on here now
to make money,” said Amir Kurz, a
writer for the business magazine
Calcalist.

“If we once thought we lived the
life of a socialist country, today
everyone wants to study business
and earn big,” Kurz told JTA. “Once
the Israeli role models were figures
from the army or cultural scene.
Today it is businesspeople, the
allure of joining the ranks of the
wealthy. The goal is to be among
those lucky few who, for example,
are part of the hi-tech boom and
cashed in.”

Wealth watching has become
something of a national sport in the
last decade.

The Marker, Haaretz’s financial
section, now publishes an annual
magazine detailing the fortunes of
the 500 richest people in Israel. The
magazine estimates the accumulat-
ed wealth of this elite group at $75
billion. Israel’s overall gross domes-
tic product is about $194 billion.

Between 2005 and 2007, Israel pro-
duced more millionaires per capita
than any other country, although
the rate has since slowed. The 2009
Merrill Lynch World Wealth report
found that Israel now has 5 900 peo-
ple with at least $1 million in liquid
financial assets.

Israel never truly was the egali-
tarian utopia envisioned by its
founders. But for most of its history,
Israelis tended to earn and live mod-
estly, and there was a sense of
camaraderie in the country based
on the perception that people lived
basically on the same playing field,

said Tal Shavit, head of the finance
department at the College of
Management in Rishon Le-Zion.

Now, however, there is a class of
Israelis for whom horse farms, pri-
vate jets, pool parties, vacation
homes in Italy and yachting are a
part of life.

Israel’s acceptance in May into
the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development - the
OECD, a European-based forum of
top developed economies and
democracies - represented a mile-
stone in the country’s economic
development.

At the same time, however, Israel
has one of the highest rich-poor gaps
in the developed world, with poverty
rates exceeding 20 per cent. Of
Western countries, only the United
States has higher poverty levels.

Research from the Adva Institute
of Policy Research, an Israeli think
tank that focuses on social policy,
has shown that higher income
groups have been the main benefici-
aries of Israel’s economic growth,
but not the middle and lower
income groups.

“Israel is getting wealthier, but
there is also much more poverty
and crime,” Shavit said.

“I think we are slowly becoming
more like America, for good and
bad. But unlike America, we are in a
daily crisis for survival, and so per-
haps we are not ready to be like
everybody else. A large socioeco-
nomic divide weakens us as a socie-
ty. What has helped us until now to
be resilient as a nation was our
sense of solidarity. Today there is a
growing ethos of the individual
before society, and once it was the
other way around.”

Much of Israel’s wealth is concen-
trated among a few families that
own newspapers, banks and leading
companies. The wealthiest 16 fami-
lies own 20 per cent of the top 500
companies in Israel, according to a
recent Israel Channel 10 report.

Nochi Dankner, for example, is
the CEO of the cellphone giant
Cellcom, the Israeli insurance giant
Clal and a major Israeli supermar-
ket chain, Supersol.

“When we Israelis go out in the
morning, there is no chance we will
not, throughout the course of the
day, put money in Yochi Dankner’s
pocket,” said Kurz, the financial
journalist.

Sheri Arison, Israel’s richest
woman with $3,4 billion in net
worth, inherited two of the largest
companies in Israel, Bank Hapoalim
and the construction company
Shikun & Binui.

She recently paid $4,3 million for
an opulent apartment along the Tel
Aviv beach, according to the busi-
ness daily Globes. It was one of the

most expensive residential real
estate deals in Israeli history.

Gil Shwed, founder and chairman
of Check Point, the first company to
market firewall products for secur-
ing computers, is an example of
Israel’s new moneyed class; he is
worth some $650 million.

Another Israeli who made mil-
lions in hi-tech is Avi Naor, a for-
mer CEO of Amdocs, one of Israel’s
most successful hi-tech ventures.
Today he devotes his time to charity,
focusing his efforts on improving
road safety in Israel.

Naor founded the organisation Or
Yarok (Hebrew for “green light”)
after his teenage son was killed in a
traffic accident.

Naor’s work is an example of the
philanthropy that some among
Israel’s new wealthy class have
taken on in recent years.

Despite Israelis’ fascination and
even pride in the growing ranks of
the wealthy, there is also some
resentment, as seen in calls to cap
executive salaries. Tapping into
that, a Knesset bill co-sponsored by
Likud and Labour lawmakers was
introduced this spring that seeks to
keep CEO salaries at no more than
50 times the salary of the lowest-
paid employee in the company.

Top managers can earn as much
as $523 000 a month, compared to
the $1 440 monthly income earned
by the average Israeli, according to
the Adva Institute.

“Israel now worships the golden
calf of the free market: privatisation
and sink-or-swim competition,”
Yossi Melman, a senior writer for
Israel’s daily Haaretz, wrote in a
blog for the Washington Post.

The government and analysts like
Melman have concerns that so
much wealth concentrated in the
hands of so few, gives the few too
much political influence and is
unhealthy for the Israeli economy.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has said that one of his
administration’s priorities is trying
to fight the concentration of wealth.

A 2009 Bank of Israel report
found that Israel has among the
highest such concentration of
wealth in the Western world and
that much of it was familial. The
concentration of wealth could
become problematic for the country,
the report said.

“That could have ramifications
for the stability of the financial sys-
tem and for economic activity,” the
report said, “because both the con-
trol and ownership of the compa-
nies and their performance and
effect on the public’s well-being,
depend on the nature of relation-
ships within the families, and the
strategies and tastes (and whims?)
of a few people.” (JTA)
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For Netanyahu to accept new freeze,
US might have to sweeten the deal

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

FOLLOWING REPORTS of an
unprecedented US offer of a host of
assurances in return for a 60-day
extension of the freeze on building
in West Bank settlements, some
political analysts are wondering
why Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has not grabbed the
deal with both hands.

According to the reports,
President Barack Obama is offering
Netanyahu pledges that the United
States will:

» Not ask for additional extensions
on the partial ban on settlement
building, which expired on
September 26;

- Commit to using the US veto to
prevent UN recognition of a uni-
laterally declared Palestinian
state, if Israeli-Palestinian negoti-
ations fail to bear fruit;

 “Accept the legitimacy” of Israel’s
security needs as defined by the
Netanyahu government - under-
stood as referring to Netanyahu’s
demand for a long-term Israeli
military presence in the Jordan
Valley, in the eastern West Bank;

» Broker talks with neighbouring
Arab states on a “regional securi-
ty structure” a nod to
Netanyahu’s desire for co-opera-
tion on confronting Iran;

» Enhance Israel’s security through
the sale of a second squadron of
state-of-the-art stealth F-35 fight-
ers and space co-operation,
including access to US satellite
early warning systems.

The price: Israel must agree to
extend for 60 days the recently
expired West Bank building freeze.

If Netanyahu spurns the offer,
Israel not only would lose out on all
the above, but the Americans would
come out publicly in support of the
1967 borders as the basis for all
future territorial negotiations with
the Palestinians.

On its face, the deal would seem
like a no-brainer for Netanyahu to
take. So why hasn’t he?

For one thing, it’s not only up to
Netanyahu. He needs the approval
of a settlement freeze extension
from his 29-member Cabinet or at
least his 15-member Security
Cabinet, and he doesn’t have
enough votes yet in those bodies.

While by most accounts
Netanyahu is inclined to take the
deal and is pushing for Cabinet

members to approve it, the United
States first might have to sweeten

the pot.
The US offer followed intensive
negotiations in Washington

between Israeli Defence Minister
Ehud Barak and an American team
led by veteran Middle East adviser
Dennis Ross.

The idea was to affirm the US
commitments in a presidential let-
ter to Netanyahu to persuade him
and pro-settlement members of his
government to go along with a new
temporary freeze - and in so doing
keep alive the direct Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks launched in
early September. Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas has pledged to quit the talks
if the freeze is not extended.

For now, the Israeli prime minis-
ter is being pressed by Cabinet hard-
liners not to accept the American
package as is. They warn that it is
all very general and that much of it
will not stand up in practice.

The hard-liners are suspicious,
too, of Barak’s motives. They
believe Barak is behind the
American offer because he fears
that if the peace talks with the

was roundly defeated by Barak in
the ensuing election.

This time, the scenario that
Netanyahu wants to avoid is accept-
ing an American package, going
ahead with the peacemaking and
then losing the next election to
Kadima’s Tzipi Livni.

Even if Netanyahu could jettison
the pro-settler parties from his coali-
tion and bring in Kadima - changing
the balance of power in the govern-
ment and the Knesset in favour of
pro-negotiation parties, and accept-
ing the US package - it could cost
him the premiership.

Netanyahu therefore is being
extra careful about making any
moves that could lose him large
swaths of what he sees as his natu-
ral constituency.

The Israeli prime minister also
has a major strategic concern.
According to confidants, he fears
that as soon as any new 60-day
freeze ends, the Americans will put
a “take it or leave it peace plan” of
their own on the table.

With the US midterm elections
over, Obama might feel able to pub-
licly present parameters for a peace
deal that Netanyahu would find

impossible to accept.

Israel might then find itself total-
ly isolated and under intolerable
international pressure. That is a
scenario Netanyahu hopes the cur-
rent negotiations with the
Americans will help him avoid.

So far, Netanyahu has spoken of
ongoing “delicate” negotiations
with the Americans and implied

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, seen here at his weekly
Cabinet meeting on October 4, reportedly is trying to convince Cabinet
members to agree to extend the West Bank settlement freeze by 60
days. (PHOTOGRAPH: KOBI GIDEON / FLASH90 / JTA)

that much of what has been report-
ed in the press is inaccurate.

As so often in the past, Netan-
yahu is caught between the US
administration and his right-lean-
ing coalition. If he chooses his
coalition, he risks losing the sup-
port of the current administration;
if he chooses America, he fears he
could lose his coalition and, with it,
the premiership.

What Labour and Likud moder-
ates reportedly are telling him is
that it is not 1999, and that now he
can have his cake and eat it, too: If
he goes with the Americans and
the peace process, he will win the
next election hands down. (JTA)

Palestinians break down, his
Labour Party would be forced
to withdraw from the govern-
ment. Such a move would cost
Barak the post of defence min-
ister and, in all likelihood, his
political future.

As things stand, Netanyahu
does not have the votes for the
deal. In the full 29-member
Cabinet, 14 ministers are for
extending the freeze and 15 are
against. In the 15-member
Security Cabinet the count is
seven for and eight against, and
in the unofficial forum of seven
top advisers, three are for
extending the freeze and four
are against.

In Netanyahu’s governing
coalition, without the support
of Yisrael Beiteinu, Shas, Torah
Judaism, Habayit Hayehudi
and Likud hard-liners, the
prime minister would have the
support of fewer than
40 members of the 120-member
Knesset.

Netanyahu’s greatest politi-
cal fear is of a repeat of 1999,
when after making concessions
to the Palestinians at Wye
Plantation, he lost his right-
wing political support base and
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In the heart of Israel, on a cliff-top 40 meters above the
sea, with a breathtaking view of the Mediterranean. The
Island project is one of the most luxurious and palatial suite
hotels in the world, located on a Netanya cliff-top with a

front-row view of the sea.

You will enjoy the lavish service befitting a luxury
hotel and when you are not staying at your suite
you can rent it out and enjoy a tidy income — the

perfect combination of pleasure and business.

A limited amount of one and two bedroom suites
are still available for immediate occupancy.
Swimming pool * gym * spa beauty salon = restaurant
shul » direct access to the beach

T
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starting from
nis 2.200.000

Prices

To arrange a
meeting in 5A
call barry on
00972528311174
or email
barry@LCM.co.il
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ARTS MATTERS

COMPILED BY
ROBYN SASSEN

Call 084-319-7844 or
info@frodo.co.za at least one
week prior to publication

Brenthurst Library, Park-
town: “Portuguese Presence
in Africa and the East: Early
Exploration to Colonial Em-
pire”, until October 29, by
appointment, (011) 544-5400.

Goodman Gallery, Rose-
bank: “TJ”, Johannesburg
photographs by David Gold-
blatt, until November 6, fea-
turing a walkabout by the
artist on October 9, (011)
788-1113.

Joburg Theatre,
Braamfontein: In the Nelson
Mandela, Deon Opperman’s
“Jock of the Bushveld”, until
October 10. In the Fringe,
Matthew Ribnick’s “Monkey
Nuts”, until October 31, (011)
877-6800.

Johannesburg Art Gallery,
Joubert Park: “Transfor-
mations: Women’s Art From
the Late 19th Century to
20107, curated by Nessa
Leibhammer, Reshma Chhiba
and Musha Nehuleni, until
January 31, 2011, (011)
725-3130.

Linder Auditorium, Park-
town: On October 9, Daniel
Rowland (violin), hosted by
the JMS, performs works by
Robert Schumann, Clara
Schumann and Beethoven,
(011) 728-5492.0n October 13
and 14, the JPO performs
Weber’s first symphony,
Vivaldi’s Concerto for two
guitars, Rodrigo’s Concierto
Madrigal, and five Hungarian
dances by Brahms.
Conductor: Alessandro
Crudele; soloists: Jonathan
Crossley and James Grace
(guitars), (011) 789-2733.

Market, Newtown: In the
Barney Simon, Sylvaine
Strike’s “Butcher Brothers”,
until October 17; in the Main
Theatre, “Nothing but the
Truth”, by John Kani, until
October 10, (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Main Theatre, “Evita”,
until October 31. In the
Studio, Tonya Koenderman’s
“Diaries of a Down and Out
Diva”, until October 17. In
Teatro, “Mamma Mia”, star-
ring Ilse Klink, Kate
Normington and Gina
Shmukler, until December 29,
(011) 511-1988.

National Children’s
Theatre, Parktown:
“African Tapestry”, directed
by Joyce Levinsohn and
Francois Theron, until
October 9, (011) 484-1584.

0Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: “We and
Them?”, a play with Lena
Farugia and Robert Davies,
until October 23. The Friday
lunch concert features
flautists Helen Vosloo and
Ilke Alexander, accompanied
by harpist Gaylen Sales on
October 8; and Miro
Chakaryan (violin), Susan
Mouton (‘cello) and Annalien
Ball (piano) on October 15,
(011) 883-8606.

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

Chagall lithographs
for Constitutional
Court collection

ROBYN SASSEN

LAST THURSDAY saw an unprece-
dented and much anticipated event
in the Johannesburg art scene. The
granddaughters of European mod-
ernist - one of the world’s best
known Jewish artists - Marc
Chagall (1887 - 1985), donated three
of their grandfather’s lithographs
to the Constitutional Court art col-
lection, in Hillbrow, Johannesburg.

Twin sisters Bella and Meret
Meyer were 30 when their Vitebsk-
born grandfather died. They never
knew their grandmother, Bella,
who died in 1949, but acknowledge
her brilliance as a writer, and the
sacrifices she made in supporting
her husband’s career.

The lithographs are interpreta-
tions by Charles Sorlier, Chagall’s
designated lithographer and long-
time collaborator. They all deal
with angels and are from preparato-
ry sketches which were destined to
be posters.

Bella, an artist and art historian
herself, explains: “We chose them
based on their colour. Our choices
were supported by a unanimous
sense of ‘yes’ for each.”

Meret’s career is focused on the
publishing of art books and on han-
dling the Chagall archives. She was
instrumental with Alan Crump, in

2000, in mounting the groundbreak-
ing Chagall exhibition at the
Standard Bank Gallery in
Johannesburg.

“We needed to choose a meaning-
ful trilogy of images for this dona-
tion. These pieces complement one
another on the basis of colour. One
(lithograph) is an angel with a
chandelier. It’s fundamentally blue.
Another is the angel of judgement,
which is primarily yellow ochre.”

Placed just outside the judges’
chambers at the Constitutional
Court, where the portraits of judges
were previously hung, the works -
to date, the only Chagall etchings in
a public collection in South Africa -
have a position of dignity and
prominence.

“About 10 years ago, I met the
founding justice of the Consti-
tutional Court art collection, Albie
Sachs by chance in New York where
I live,” Bella explains.

“He told me how he was building
the new Constitutional Court, on
the site of the old jail, using the
stones that had been witness to
apartheid’s atrocities, so that the
building will reverberate the neces-
sity of respect and judgement.

“And how he was developing an
art collection to be housed there,
with similar moral values.

“I was taken up with the idea.

Chagall® /
°Dalro 2010
LAnge du
Jugement,
1974

(The Angel of
Judgment)
Lithographic
Interpretation
on paper (ref.
CS 45),
signed by
Marc Chagall,
annotated
"EA" (Artist's
proof)
(engraver:
Charles
Sorlier)

100,2 x

65,1 cm

Many artists, mostly South African,
had promised to donate their work,
or had been commissioned to make
new work for the developing collec-
tion. The values of this place were
exactly what our grandfather was
always striving towards.

“Making art was his way of trying
to heal the world; it was his means of
fighting injustice. Alan Crump was
totally excited with the idea that
there may be Chagalls in the
Constitutional Court collection.”

Crump died last year. While he
had been instrumental in getting
this project off the ground, he sadly
didn’t live to see it come to fruition.

The duration of the project is
attributable largely to the fact that
there is much bureaucracy and legal
paperwork in a collection of this size
and status.

“When we were adolescents, our
grandfather was in his sixties or
seventies,” Meret recalls. “I
remember how he worked all the
time. He never stopped. He was not
focused on success and glory. On
the contrary, he was very sensitive
to criticism.

“He had his own moral ontology.
His work was very contemporary,
and remains so. So many artists
from that period died and vanished.”

“It was a privilege to witness him
so completely in his world all the
time,” Bella concurs. “He was his
happiest when he was painting. He
was the most important person in
my life.”

Her sister laughs: “Mine was actu-
ally Giacometti, when I was a young
girl. He had such a beautiful face. I
used to believe that it was a sculp-
ture.”

Growing up in the world’s greatest
art city at a time when modernism

Bella (left) and
Meret Meyer,
the twin
granddaugh-
ters of Marc
Chagall, carp
with a beaded
South African
goat, on their
recent brief
visit to
Johannesburg.

(PHOTOGRAPH:
ROBYN SASSEN)

was at its peak, on visiting terms
with the ideology’s heroes was “nor-
mal” for the two Meyers.

“I was a dreamer,” said Bella. “My
head was always clearer when I was
with my grandfather. I went there to
‘refuel’.”

“Although he was already very
famous when we were children,”
Meret adds, “he was never very con-
fident; the success of other artists,
like Mir6, for instance challenged
him. He was deeply insecure and he
would often ask us - and others - if
we loved him, and if we loved his
work.”

“He would often ask me if I had
found my ideal,” Bella remembers.
“I never knew what he meant; I
never knew how to answer it. It
became like a mantra for him and
me.

“Thinking about it years later,
perhaps his wife, our grandmother,
Bella, was his ideal. She reawakened
a realisation of his Jewish identity
in him. She wrote a very beautiful
autobiography in Yiddish, in the last
11 years of her life, in which she
dealt with the early traditional years
in Vitebsk.

“In a way, bringing these pieces to
be a part of such a very South
African collection, was like an impo-
sition on our part. Our grandfather
was never concerned about what
happened in Africa.

“But, on the other hand, the story
finds many sisters and brothers in
the world. He was touched by the
horrors of war, of exile, hatred and
poverty, like so many of the people
affected by South Africa’s past and
present.”

« Constitution Hill offers regular
guided tours of its art collection,
(011) 381-3100.

FELDMAN
ON FILM

PICK OF THE WEEK
Despicable Me

Cast: Steve Carell; Jason Segel; Russell
Brand; Will Arnett,; Kristen Wiig
Directors: Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud

“Despicable Me” comes at a time when the
art of animation has soared to new heights
and when 3D has been revived to serve a new
generation.

This production more than holds its own -
even though it lacks the rich detail and
depth of colour of the more successful ani-
mated offerings.

Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud have fash-
ioned a wicked story about a wicked man,
but it has a style and inventiveness that is

utterly compelling. The humour, too, is
wickedly funny and the creation of hundreds
of helpful little oddly-shaped characters
called Minions, will see volumes of new plas-
tic toys hitting the market.

The villain of the piece is Gru (voiced
by Steve Carell), a Dr Evil-type super
rogue, who finds enormous delight in all
things wicked. Armed with his arsenal
of shrink rays, freeze rays, and battle-
ready vehicles for land and air, he vanquish-
es all who stand in his way.

Until the day he encounters the immense
will of three little orphaned girls who look at
him and see something that no one else has
ever seen: a potential dad.

The world’s greatest scoundrel has just
met his greatest challenge ever: three little
girls named Margo (Miranda Cosgrove);
Edith (Dana Gaier); and Agnes (Elsie
Fisher).

A major slice in the success of “Despicable
Me” is the vocal talents of comedian Steve
Carell who gives his character a warm cen-
tre, yet is also capable of loading his lines
with a combination of mirth and malice.

They are clever, funny and the film’s stylish
animation helps create many memorable
personalities.

The world of Gru is shattered by the emer-
gence of a new villain on the scene, a vile
character who has moved to the top of the
Bad Guys totem pole. He is Vector (Jason
Segel) who has the audacity to snatch the
Great Pyramid.

Seething over this dastardly act, Gru and
his scientist cohort Dr Nefario (Russell
Brand) come up with a convoluted scheme:
Gru will steal a shrinking ray from the scien-
tists who are developing it, build a rocket,
and use it on the moon.

But Vector outfoxes him by stealing the ray
himself and hiding it in his impregnable
fortress. Dru has to come up with another
plan and this one involves the deployment of
the three little orphans.

Deep down the film is less about whether
Gru wins his battle and more about how
adopting three orphans changes him. It is
something to which viewers can respond and
therein lies the true heart and soul of
“Despicable Me”.
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Some good business reads

REVIEWED BY GWEN PODBREY

Crucial Conversations: Tools for
Talking When Stakes are High by
Kerry Patterson, Joseph Grenny,

Ron McMillan and Al Switzler
(McGraw-Hill, R150)

With a foreword by Stephen R Covey, this
book offers invaluable strategies for deal-
broking, mediating, compromising and -
above all - diffusing tensions so that busi-
ness sense can prevail.

The authors are all highly experienced
executives who understand the fragility
of dialogue in settings where powerbro-
kers on all sides have a lot to lose, and
offer practical, sensible methods for put-
ting people at ease and taking the conver-
sation to a level in which no-one feels
threatened or overshadowed.

An updated version of the original 2002
volume and still as indispensable now as
it was then.

Crucial Confrontations by Kerry
Patterson, Joseph Grenny, Ron McMillan
and Al Switzler (McGraw-Hill, R180)

The sister publication to “Crucial
Conversations”, this work explains how
to engage in confrontations with an atti-
tude and deal-making skills which will
ensure you never walk away defeated and
demoralised.

Explaining the delicate balance
between assertion and aggression, the
authors explain how to resolve broken
promises, violated expectations, anger,

resentment and abusive behaviour in
working (and, by extension, domestic) sit-
uations and defuse hostility so that a way
forward can be established in which
everyone retains their dignity, rights and
morale.

Possibly the most important resource
for any business, particularly in our own
country, where labour legislation is often
heavily skewed towards employees and
grievances quickly become volatile and
dangerous. With a foreword by Tom
Peters.

Leopardology: The Hunt for Profitin a
Tough Global Economy by Kivi Bernhard
(Morgan James, ISBN: 978-1-60037-649-8
or tel: (011) 485-2525 for a copy (R150))

South African-born Kivi Bernhard -
who was educated at Yeshiva College
and is a graduate of the Torah Academy
- offers a new and refreshing take on
self-help genres, using his passion for
wildlife - and, in particular, the leopard
- as a metaphor in which to explain
behaviours designed to maximise pro-
fits ethically, but decisively.

Explaining both the efficiency and effi-
cacy of this carnivore’s hunting methods,
its solitary lifestyle, its relationship with
the resources in its habitat, its territorial-
ism and its ability to harness its impres-
sive strength and speed at the most bene-
ficial moments, Bernhard offers a blue-
print for executives wishing to impact
their markets and deal with rivals in the
most practical and productive way.

The book is warm and engaging, and

includes many anecdotal passages
which make its lessons more easily
accessible. The author draws heav-
ily on his own experiences in the
bush, where he witnessed leopards
both in attack and in repose.

Above all, he noted the huge
amount of time - up to 25 per cent -
these animals devote to watching
the creatures around them, includ-
ing their intended prey and those
competing with them for it, before
making their move.

The moral of the story? Observe,
be patient, be alert and wait for pre-
cisely the right circumstances
before risking your capital and rep-

utation on a venture - preferably a
moment when other predators are
distracted or preoccupied.

Timing and planning are crucial.
These, and many other wise
insights, combine to make the book
an instructive, enlightening and
intensely gratifying work.

Highly recommended not just for
entrepreneurs, but for anyone
wishing to understand the dynam-
ics of success which “Nature-
Nomics” can teach us. The book
has been nominated by the USA-
based CEO 800 publishers’ group as
one of the Top 100 Business Books
Worldwide.

JOHANNESBURG MUSICAL SOCIETY

DANIEL ROWLAND

superb international violinist

PIETER JACOBS piano

Clara Schumann, Beethoven 'Kreutzer, Franck Sonata
Saturday 9 October * Linder Auditorium * 20.00

BOOK AT COMPUTICKET * BOX OFFICE OPENS 19.00
NO CREDIT CARDS - CASH, CHEQUES ONLY AT LINDER

JUST RESIDENTIAL:
A Fresh approach to Property Sales!

Jain South Africa’s fastest growing property franchise, and
change your property from ‘FOR SALE; to ‘'SOLD"!

Project in SA with their
unique blend of music

ROBYN SASSEN

THEY'VE ROCKED the stages
from Singapore to Amsterdam, Los
Angeles to Haifa, and this weekend
only on a whirlwind tour, they’re
coming to rock the daisies in Cape
Town, the gardens in Johan-
nesburg and indeed, Sydenham
Shul.

Mooted a “project”, rather than a
“band”, The Idan Raichel Project
has quickly grown into a collabora-
tive multi-disciplinary giant. It
exists under the name of founder,
composer, vocalist and keyboardist
Idan Raichel.

Born in 2003, in the basement of
the Kfar Saba, near Tel Aviv, home
of Raichel’s parents, in a “country
riddled with conflict”, the Idan
Raichel Project brings songs of
“love and tolerance and breaking
down borders”.

It features the work of musicians
from Israel, Ethiopia, South Africa,
the Caribbean, Sudan, Colombia,
Saudi Arabia and Yemen, to name
but a few, and they sing in a heady
mix of Hebrew, Spanish, Arabic
and Swahili.

Judging by the international crit-
ical success they have garnered,
not to mention the full theatres
they’ve commanded, this group has
set the popular imagination wild.

With his waist-length dreadlocks,
Raichel explains on a YouTube
insert how his musical education
began with the “totally uncool”
piano accordion.

The music of the Idan Raichel
Project captures a heady mix of
African percussion and string
instruments, from the oud to the
djembe and is wealthy with the
multicultural voices of performers
from everywhere.

The project is respected as hav-
ing effectively changed the face of
Israeli popular music. Together, its
11 performers have earned them-
selves critical acclaim, far and
wide, in live shows and record-
breaking CD sales.

Before hotfooting it to Frankfurt,

Germany, where they perform on
October 17, they will entertain
those South Africans lucky enough
to get tickets, with their music.

« They are hosted this Friday
night, by the Young Adults Division
of the Sydenham Highlands North
Hebrew Congregation, in conjunc-
tion with the SA Zionist Federation
and the Israeli Embassy - who are
co-responsible for having brought
them out.

They will perform a capella
(owing to Shabbat) from 18:00, fol-
lowed by a Shabbat dinner by
Shelley Geffen in the community
centre. Tickets are R160 per head
(bookings through the SAZF,

Idan
Raichel.
(PHOTO-
GRAPH BY
BARTZI
GOLDBLAT)

(011) 645-2505.

« They are also billed at Rocking
the Daisies in Darling, near Cape
Town, on October 9 and Rocking
the Gardens, Emmarentia Botani-
cal Gardens, on October 10.

See  www.jhblive.com  and
www.idanraichelproject.com/en

« Extensive property advertising online
« Professional sales contracts

« Finance arranged for your buyer

« Researched property evaluations

« Trained and motivated sales Agents

For a Free property assessment, go to www.justresidential.co.za
today, and see what we can do for you!

— —

/G [ RESIDENTIAL

SPECIALISTS ONLINE MATIONWIDE |usi ="

Tel: 011 483 1265

The WHITEHOUSE Gallery

we have relocated to THRUPPS ILLOVO CENTRE

we will be exhibiting at the SAADA FAIR at Wanderers Club from |5th-17th OCTOBER

G11 THRUPPS ILLOVO CENTRE, OXFORD ROAD ILLOVO
Phone (011) 268-2115 Fax: (011) 268-2129
WEB SITE: www.thewhitehousegallery.co.za
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LETTERS

The Editor, Suite 175, Postnet X10039, Randburg, 2125 email: carro@global.co.za

Guidelines for letters: Letters up to 400 words will get preference. Please provide your full first name
and surname, place of residence, and a daytime contact telephone or cell number. We do not publish let-
ters under noms de plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or shortened.

Disclaimer: The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any
given topic to be expressed. Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff or directors of the Jewish Report

TUTU MUST RESIGN AS HOLOCAUST CENTRES’ PATRON

IN HIS Above Board article, “Disadvantaged
South Africans will be losers” (Jewish Report
October 4) Zev Krengel fails to mention that the
proposal for the University of Johannesburg to
sever ties with Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev, had been endorsed by Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu.

This is typical of the political correctness
and appeasement of the leadership (?) of the
South African Jewish community. (Your

leader in the same issue also failed to mention this
fact.)

As a former South African (now Israeli) citizen,

I call for Tutu’s resignation or removal as patron of
both the Cape Town Holocaust Centre and the new
Johannesburg Holocaust Foundation, to which he
has just been appointed.

Bennie Katzman
Telmond, Israel

WHAT MATTERS IS THE LAND OF ISRAEL

THE WEST Bank settlement enterprise is, at
least in my (and many of the supporters of the
State) opinion, Israel’s march of folly.

Notoriously, some of our local religious lead-
ers brand supporters of the State of Israel who
are critical of West Bank settlement and occupa-
tion, as being “anti-Israel”.

Many of these leaders, while promoting the
expansion of the borders of the State, nonethe-
less do not recognise and honour its fundamen-
tal features and institutions. Specifically, they
scorn the Supreme Court, do not in many
instances sing Hatikva or celebrate Yom
Ha’atzmaut and have no (or scant) regard for the
State’s foundational legal document, the

Declaration of Independence of the State of
Israel.

I therefore issue a plea to those of our
leaders who are (at best) tepid in their sup-
port of a democratic, legal, internationally
recognised and modern State of Israel.

Please sirs, when publicly criticising “set-
tlement freezes”, attempts to revive the
peace process and the “Two State” concept,
do so in the context of a disclaimer that for
you what matters is the “Land of Israel”,
not the State and its institutions.

Gavin (Gad) Rome
Oaklands, Johannesburg

‘WHAT IS HATEFUL TO YOU, DO NOT DO TO ANYONE ELSE’

IT IS intriguing to read of David Saks’ view that
the extraordinary robustness of the ancient
faith of Judaism, is experiencing such a remark-
able worldwide renaissance in defiance of the
aggressive secularism of their host societies.

Looking at it from the opposite perspective, I
don’t see an aggressive secularism which Saks
seems to largely based on the stridency of
Dawkins and Hitchens. Some of Europe may be
significantly atheist but I am not aware of a
democratic country where the majority profess
atheism as their creed.

Until the recent books by people such as
Dawkins, Hitchens and Harris, for most atheists
their position was a matter of silent conviction.
Just stating you are an atheist usually in
response to insistent questions about religious
beliefs or which shul you attend, the disbelief
and opprobrium you encounter is chilling.

This is understandable to a significant extent.
If I say that I do not believe there is a god, I am
denying the very basis of the other person’s
existence. This is an understandable response.
The responses are varying: one is complete dis-
belief and confoundment, belief in G-d is innate.
So the atheist must be deluded, ignorant, pathet-
ic, scary, and more than anything, not to be
argued with.

Dawkins et al have represented largely an
explosion of frustration by atheists at a failure
to challenge and debate - a smug insistence that
religious belief is a sine qua non of living a good
life.

I have absolutely no problem with requiring
that the atheist systematically address in detail
what he regards as compelling, empirical evi-
dence for his particular faith system’s reality.

I also have to have to disagree with Saks’
assertion that because the Jewish people do not
shy away from asking questions they may not
like the answers to, this underpins “the extraor-

dinary robustness of their ancient faith, which
today is experiencing such a remarkable renais-
sance in defiance of aggressive secularism of
their host societies”.

I think that the increasing move to devout
orthodoxy (in Islam as well) is a response to
uncertainty and fear, not a broadening of intel-
lectual enquiry.

I see a move towards devotion as a seeking of
security and structure to help to deal with an
increasingly challenging and sometimes hostile
world. The great beauty of Judaism, in particu-
lar, has been the depth of consideration on the
nature of man’s behaviour and the moral foun-
dation that needs to be laid and adhered to dur-
ing a life.

For the atheist, however, the adherence to
extraordinary rule-bound minutiae that are not
aimed at the relationship with man but with
G-d, is an anathema. I'm sure many would say
that it is the love of and devotion to G-d.

I see devotion through fear. Fear of G-d’s
wrath is what drives so many. In many cases this
rigid adherence to pacifying G-d seems to func-
tion to replace honesty and integrity towards
one’s fellow man.

On Yom Kippur forgiveness must be sought in
shul from G-d for transgressions against G-d.
G-d cannot forgive transgressions that take
place between human beings, only those that are
directed against G-d. However, forgiveness for
sins against a human being must be sought from
the offended human being. I'm still waiting.

If one wants the convenience of the Torah in
one phrase, it is that of Hillel: “What is hateful to
you, do not do to anyone else. The rest is com-
mentary.” This is the core of humanity, G-d or
no G-d.

SC Weiss
Parktown North, Johannesburg

THE ‘STATE’ ACTUALLY MEANS US, THE PUBLIC

IN YOUR editorial (SAJR September 27) you
write about the “Travelgate” affair in which
MPs - predominantly ANC - stole money from
the state.

I would like to point out that the only source of
income for the government is tax based. It is well
known where these taxes come from - predomi-
nantly from the public. Thus you should have
written (about the Travelgate affair): “in which
they stole money from the public”.

As for the private sector, here too there is no
lack of fraud. However, the difference is that the

victims of fraud (in the private sector) have, of
their own free will, invested in those fraudulent
schemes, whereas we don’t have much choice
about paying taxes (municipal and government).

Possibly, your newspaper, could start a cam-
paign regarding choice of paying taxes. For
example one could claim: 20 per cent of our
taxes are being wasted so I'm only paying 80 per
cent of assessment and/or municipal rates.

John Brenner
Cyrildene, Johannesburg

IT’S VERY MUCH ABOUT DOUBLE STANDARDS...

I WOULD like to comment on the story in the
Jewish Report of October 4, that David Irving,
a British historian, could not lead a tour
group at Auschwitz “because he is not a
licenced tour guide”.

I want to pose the question: Suppose
(Archbishop Emeritus Desmond) Tutu decid-
ed to lead a tour group there and to compare
the atrocities committed there to apartheid,
would he be denied permission to do this too?
Or maybe he is a licenced tour guide!

And what if (Mr Justice Richard) Goldstone
decided to lead such a tour group, and com-
pare this death camp to the “death camp”

¢

which the British “Living Marxism” journal
tried to prove was actually a refugee camp,
with chicken wire (to prevent them from run-
ning and getting lost), but then lost a defama-
tion suit, because journalists weren’t there
the day the pictures were taken, which
‘proved”
camp”?

it was a “concentration/death

I think these are very important questions,

which should be asked in order to prevent
double standards.

Avner Eliyahu Romm
Sea Point, Cape Town

DRINKING: NO-NONSENSE ATTITUDE AT CHABAD ILLOVO

MY VIEWS on excessive drinking at
shuls are well enough known. With this
background I had the pleasure of spend-
ing Simchat Torah at Chabad of Illovo.

To say that I was impressed is an under-
statement. The spirit flowing within the
shul was overflowing and here I refer to
specifically the spirituality of the Chag.

A lesson to all other shuls is Rabbi
(Michael) Katz taking the no-nonsense
approach of warning that there was to be
no excessive drinking; if anybody was
seen with a bottle of hard tack, particu-
larly youth or children, it was to be taken
away.

Alcohol was under proper and respon-
sible supervision at all times. It was beau-
tiful. There was no unruly behaviour.

The word drunkenness was not part of
the lexicon of Simchat Torah in Illovo.

Yes, it was joyous, it was full of happi-
ness, and it was sparkling with the very
intent of the occasion of having complet-
ed the annual cycle of the reading of the
Torah. It was as Simchat Torah was
meant to be celebrated.

Ten out of ten to Chabad of Illovo.

Lionel Stein
Glenhazel, Johannesburg

ISRAEL BOYCOTT: SA WOULD BE THE BIG LOSER

I AM referring to the growing campaign
in South Africa to boycott Israel, includ-
ing the campaign by pompous, heartless,
self-righteous academics to force the
University of Johannesburg to cut ties
with Ben-Gurion University.

Whatever these prejudiced dema-
gogues may say, Israel is a democracy
that respects human rights. No nation in
warfare has gone as far in as Israel to
avoid harming civilians .

This boycott campaign begs the ques-
tion as to why there is no campaign by
these people to boycott Iran where women
are stoned to death for being raped, gays
are executed and girl children have been
killed for having reached puberty early or
for having a sharp tongue.

Two years ago Iran’s Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad regime massacred hun-
dreds of Iranians protesting undemocrat-
ic elections in the country.

Why is there no boycott of North Korea
that has turned the country into a huge
prison camp, or of Sudan that has com-
mitted genocide in Darfur and the south
of the country against black Africans?

Or of Zimbabwe and Myanmar that
wage deadly war against their own popu-
lations, or of China which imprisons and
tortures pro-democracy activists and is
destroying an entire culture in Tibet?

And are those who are crying for a
boycott of Israel aware of the losses that
this would involve for South Africa, con-
sidering that in terms of trade balance
Israel is South Africa’s 19th largest trade
partner.

Israel is a leader in the field of water
sanitation, medicine, communication,
food production and many other fields,
and this has benefited millions of people
throughout Africa. On a visit to Israel in
October 2005, Microsoft chairman, Bill
Gates, said: “Israel is a major player in
the hi-tech world... We’re super-satisfied
with the contributions of our R&D centre
in Haifa.

“The quality of the people here is quite
fantastic. People in hi-tech are very
aware that Israel - compared to its small
size - has some amazing technological
achievements. There is a greater concen-

tration of talented hi-tech manpower
here in comparison to other countries -
almost to the extent of Silicon Valley.”

Those who support boycotting Israel,
would have to unplug their computers
and throw away their cellphones, given
the vast contribution made in Israel to
these fields.

American medical researcher, Dr
Rachelle H B FishMan has pointed out:
“There is virtually no area of medicine to
which Israeli devices have not made sig-
nificant contributions... From neonatol-
ogy to gerontology to the latest in
telemedicine, Israeli scientists, universi-
ties and companies are working to benefit
the entire health system...”

Israeli medical and biotechnological
firsts include state-of-the-art surgical
lasers; fully computerised no-radiation
diagnostic instrumentation for breast
cancer; an intelligent medical sensor that
can be used to track and direct instru-
ments to an exact three-dimensional loca-
tion in the heart or other organs via a
real-time virtual image; unique comput-
erised monitoring systems for critical
care patients; a revolutionary autoclave
design to combat Aids and other infec-
tious diseases; and many more.

Is it fair for those elitists in their ivory
towers to push for denying South
Africans the benefits of Israel medicine,
food production, water desantisation,
education and training, and thereby sig-
nificantly damage the quality of life for
poorer South Africans?

What would this mean to the ANC’s
campaign promise over the years of “a
better life for all”?

I have nothing but contempt and
loathing for people who support any kind
of boycott against Israel. These Islamist
and far-left bigots are trying to isolate
Israel as the Nazis tried to isolate Jews
before the Holocaust. They do not believe
Israeli Jews are entitled to human rights.

Israel is not the oppressor, but the
oppressed. Israel is not the offender, but
the offended. Get off Israel’s back!

Gary Selikow
Johannesburg

THERE’S MUCH IN SA TO BE COMMENDED

I WOULD like to comment on the brilliant
article in the Jewish Report of July 2, by
expat Anthony Orkin, now living in
Australia, titled: “Celebrating Yiddishkeit
in the Rainbow Nation”.

It’s so inspiring to read about the posi-
tive aspects of South Africa, for a change.

Many Jews who have emigrated, do
tend to run down South Africa and to
dwell on the negative aspects of living
here. Maybe they have to justify why they
left the country.

Not everyone is in a position to emigrate
or even has the desire to emigrate. It’s a
very personal decision.

We showed the world what a beautiful
country we have, when we hosted the Fifa
World Cup recently. Many people were
pessimistic and negative and thought that
the World Cup wouldn’t happen, even peo-
ple living in South Africa.

The atmosphere in the country was
amazing and electrifying, and it made me
so proud to be a South African. Blacks,
coloureds, whites, Indians, were all unit-
ed. On Fridays many people wore their
Bafana Bafana T-shirts. Flags were flying

on cars.

The Jewish community here in South
Africa is thriving. There is no shortage of
shuls and shtieblach. There are many
Ba’al Teshuva. The Chevrah Kadisha is
an amazing organisation that helps those
in need financially and also arrange buri-
als for all Jews, no matter what their cir-
cumstances.

There’s also Yad Aharon which feeds
many Jewish families on a weekly basis,
among others.

There are fantastic Jewish day schools.
Our son attended King David Linksfield
and our daughter is there now. They have
received a wonderful education.

There are many kosher establishments
where one can buy a wide range of kosher
products. There are also many Kosher
restaurants.

Sure, South Africa has its problems/
challenges, which in time will be over-
come. No country is perfect.

I am a proud Jewish South African!

Rhoanne Davids
Waverley, Johannesburg
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COMMUNITY COLUMNS

Zev Krengel,
National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

LAST WEEK, the University of
Johannesburg’s faculty senate resisted a
call by local anti-Israel activists, including
academics from around the country, to cut
ties with Ben-Gurion University, due to its
supposed “direct and indirect support for
the Israeli military and the occupation”.

Instead, it was decided to make the contin-
uation of the existing relationship depend-
ent on certain new conditions, most notably
that the current Memorandum of
Understanding between the two institutions
be amended to include Palestinian universi-
ties. In addition, UJ undertakes not to
engage in any activities with BGU “that have
direct or indirect military implications”.

One cannot help but have mixed feelings
about all this. Looking beyond the ultima-
tum-like language of the UJ decision and the
inevitable self-serving spin that the boycott
lobby has put on it, it is clear that practical-
ly speaking, UJ has voted in favour of con-
tinuing ties with BGU. Both of the key condi-
tions it advances for this to happen are red
herrings.

So far as broadening the partnership to
include Palestinian higher learning institu-
tions goes, this was suggested by the SA
Associates of Ben-Gurion University fully
five months ago. It is therefore highly mis-
leading, and frankly insulting, for UJ to now
foster the impression that it originally con-

LETTERS

UJ’s finger-wagging stance uncalled for

ceived the idea itself and is now seeking to
bring BGU on board.

BGU in any case already has fruitful rela-
tionships with various Arab universities,
both in the Palestinian Authority and in
Jordan. It hardly needs a moral lecture from
UJ or anyone else to broaden the scope of its
operations.

As for UJ’s pious refusal to have anything
to do with activities that have direct or indi-
rect military implications, this has nothing
whatever to do with the nature of its current
partnership with UJ.

The latter is aimed at providing UJ with
the expertise in developing and manufactur-
ing water membranes, which can provide
disadvantaged South Africans, particularly

in the rural communities and poverty strick-
en urban communities, with access to safe
and healthy drinking water.

BGU has the necessary expertise and is
willing to share it, and it is UJ and South
Africa as a whole that will be the real bene-
ficiaries of the partnership.

While we welcome the fact that UJ has not
yielded to the grandstanding pressure tac-
tics of a radical anti-Israel fringe to the
extent of actually severing its ties with BGU
altogether, it is unfortunate that it has
adopted such an uncalled for and demeaning
finger-wagging approach.

BGU is a top-ranked international higher
learning institution, and is hardly in the
position of being a supplicant vis-a-vis a rel-

atively junior academic institution such as
UJ. Should it choose to disregard UJ’s rather
presumptuous list of conditions and thereby
write off any future collaboration with that
institution, it would be understandable.

The downside, of course, would be that,
albeit in a roundabout way, the boycott lobby
will then have achieved its primary aim,
with South Africa being the real loser in the
long term.

We can only hope that good sense will pre-
vail and that a sound working relationship
based on mutual respect and trust between
UJ and BGU will survive this latest political-
ly motivated campaign to undermine it.

This column is paid for by the SAJBD

e Advertisement

BEN ISAACSON DESERVES

HONOUR BESTOWED ON HIM

I HAVE just read Suzanne Belling’s report
on the efforts made by Rabbi Ben Isaacson
on behalf of the ANC. Honouring him is
really well deserved.

In reporting his career and the various
congregations he served, I'm surprised that
no mention is made of the fact that he served
both the Reform Temples in Sandton and
Parktown.

There obviously is a good reason for this
omission.

I now live in Australia but was very
involved in Reform and Jewish affairs while
Ilived in South Africa..

Aubrey Krawitz
Sydney

LOOKING FOR...

INFORMATION SOUGHT ON

HELLA JESERSKY

GEORGE FOGELSON of Redondo Beach in
California, is looking for information on
Hella Jesersky who lived with his relatives
in Berlin in 1939, before she and her father
left for Belgium.

Fogelson says Hella was born in 1930 in
Berlin and was in Switzerland during the
Second World War. By 1949 she was in
Johannesburg.

Fogelson can be contacted at
fogelson@alum.calberkeley.org

FOR THE RECORD
Welz is MD of Strauss & Company

IN A recent supplement in Jewish Report
on auctions and auctioneers, a headline is
misleading, as in the title Stephan Welz is
quoted as saying "Love what you buy" - but
in the body it mentions Stephan Welz & Co,
which is the old company that Welz has
sold off.

His company points out that "Stephan
Welz is still very much involved in the art-
world, but has nothing whatsoever to do
with his old company. He is the managing
director of Strauss & Co, South Africa's lead-
ing fine art auction house specialising in top-
end and top quality South African paintings.
When he sold his company over three years
ago, his name went along with it."

We regret the error.
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4 October 2010
Dear Colleagues

It is with great pleasure that Bertie Lubner and | announce the appointment of Brenda Stern as the new Executive
Director of the South African Associates of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (SABGU).

Brenda is well known in the South African Jewish Community and the wider South African community through her
leadership and involvement in many organisations. Brenda was national Chairperson of SAUJS from 1990 - 1992.
She is the youngest ever member elected to the South African Board of Deputies (Gauteng) in 1993 and was
elected to the SAJBD (Cape) in 1997. Brenda is a graduate of Habonim Dror SA. In 1992 she was elected
Vice-President of the first non-racial SRC at WITS University in 25 years.

Brenda graduated from WITS with a BA LLB and completed her articles at Deneys Reitz Attorneys. After
practising in Cape Town, she left practice and established South Africa’s first lobbying public affairs firm, aXcess
Policy Advocacy. Brenda read for an LLM in International Trade and Business Law at University College London
(UCL), which she was awarded with Merit.

Berwin Leighton Paisner (BLP), recognised numerous times as the Leading UK Firm of the Year, recruited Brenda
to establish a Public Affairs Department in their London offices. Brenda ran this successfully from 1999 - 2007.
She was recognised by the Chamber’s 100 Leading Lawyers Directory as one of the “leading Public Affairs
Proffessionals in the UK”. During her tenure she was appointed the first ever Director of the Private Sector at the
Commission for Racial Equality (CRE). She was also asked by the then mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, to
assume the Directorship of one of his flagship projects, Diversity Works. As a result of Brenda’s efforts, major
mismanagement and contractual irregularities were uncovered.

Brenda was a Trustee of the Anne Frank Trust in London, as well as a Director of the Westminster Forum. She is
a fellow of the British American Project, Class of 2002, and a graduate of the Nahum Goldmann Fellowship
in 1999.

Brenda has recently returned to South Africa and welcomed her appointment, “I am delighted, and humbled, to
be able to participate in and serve the South African Jewish Community once again. This is a Community without
equal anywhere in the world. The inspiring work and expertise of Ben-Gurion University, which it so generously
shares in partnership with South Africa, is an opportunity to showcase the best of Israel and serve South Africa’s
needs simultaneously”.

Bertie and | have assured Brenda of our ongoing support and assistance and we know that our community
leadership joins us in wishing her every possible success on behalf of the University, particularly in these difficult
and even stressful times.

Kind regards

Herby A Rosenberg
Chairman

PRESIDENT Bertram Lubner; CHAIRMAN Herbert A Rosenberg; EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Brenda Stern
BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY: PO Box 653, Beer-Sheva 84105, Israel, Phone 09972 (8) 646-1111
SA MEMBERS OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS: Bertram Lubner Vice Chairman; Abraham Krok; Ernest C Leibowitz; Eric Samson & Estelle Yach




AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

US SANCTIONS HIT IRAN OIL FIRM

WASHINGTON - A subsidiary of Iran's
Swiss-based national oil company is the lat-
est firm to be sanctioned under new US
measures.

On September 30, the United States sanc-
tioned Naftiran Intertrade Company under
the Iran Sanctions Act passed by Congress
earlier in the year.

Companies that reportedly have told the
United States they have stopped doing busi-
ness with Iran include the Turkish refiner
Tupras; the French oil group Total; Royal
Dutch Shell; Kuwait's Independent

Petroleum Group; and India's Reliance. BP
and Shell have told the State Department
that they are no longer supplying jet fuel to
Iran Air.

Last week, Washington placed financial
and travel sanctions on eight senior Iranian
officials accused of human rights viola-
tions.

"The president is sending a clear mes-
sage: The United States is taking decisive
action to address the looming nuclear
threat from Iran," House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said in a statement. (JTA)







