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Lori Josselowitz (in the foreground), with classmates Alexa Goldblum and Courtney Glajchen (out of focus) to her left and

right sitting Hebrew 1: Unseen Text and Prescribed Works, on Tuesday this week, at King David Linksfield High School in

Johannesburg. They are among 67 learners in the school and roughly 120 learners nationally writing Hebrew as a matric

subject, according to the academic head of King David Linksfield, Lorraine Srage. The first big exam, to be written by the

full quota of IEB candidates is Afrikaans paper 1, on Thursday, October 28. (PHOTOGRAPH BY ILAN OSSENDRYVER)
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CHAYEI
SARAH
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Camps Bay Shul

THE MIDRASH points out that
the marriages of three of
Judaism’s greatest men are
associated with wells of water.
This week we read of Isaac’s
marriage to Rebecca and how
their first encounter takes place
as he returns from a well. The
other two are Jacob and Moses,
both of whom encounter their
wives-to-be at the lip of a well.

Most would agree that water
provides a serene and even
romantic setting. Indeed many
a marriage proposal has been
orchestrated on the banks of a
river or at the ocean’s edge, the
crashing waves or the flowing
water providing the ideal set-
ting.

But what is the appeal of a
well, its water is hidden and
even its opening is covered with
a rock? And why specifically
are the marriages of these three
greats connected with a well?

A well is unlike other bodies
of water in two contrary ways,
on the one hand without human
effort to dig and expose the

spring of water from under the
earth, this water would forever
remain hidden.

On the other hand Man does
not produce or develop the flow
of its water; our hard work
merely uncovers what was
already there prior to our
efforts.

This is also the Torah perspec-
tive on marriage. Marriage is
not a relationship that we create.
Through our efforts and by
uncovering our hidden reser-
voirs of love and affection, we
merely reveal a bond that pre-
dates our birth. As described by
the Zohar, marriage is the
reuniting of two halves of the
same soul. The connection is
there beforehand and is essen-

Digging up a marriage

NOVEMBER 4 marks the 15th
anniversary of the assassina-
tion of Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin.

Under the auspices of the SA
Zionist Federation and
Habonim Dror, a memorial
service for Rabin will be held at
Beyachad on this day, at 19:00 in
the Jessie Kaplan boardroom.
Guest speaker is Wayne
Sussman, former mazkir of
Habonim and current head of
SAIF.

The community is invited to
attend and to pay homage to one
of Israel’s most revered,
respected and beloved leaders.

The SAZF said in a media
release that Rabin served as
Israel’s prime minister twice:
from 1974-1977, and again from
1992 – 1995.

In 1986 he was appointed
Israel’s ambassador to the
United States, during which
time he played a major role in
promoting “strategic co-opera-
tion” with the United States,
leading to massive American
military aid to Israel. In 1975,
Rabin concluded the interim
agreement with Egypt, after
which Israel withdrew from the
Suez Canal in return for free
passage of Israeli shipping
through the waterway.

In July 1976, the Rabin gov-
ernment ordered the “Entebbe
Operation” to rescue Air
France passengers hijacked by
terrorists to Uganda.

Rabin’s second term of office
as prime minister, was marked
by two historic events, namely
the Oslo Accords with the
Palestinians and the peace
treaty signed with Jordan.

Together with Shimon Peres,
Rabin masterminded negotia-
tions dealing with the
Declaration of Principles that
was signed with Yasser Arafat
and the PLO at the White House
in September 1993. As a result
of this, the 1994 Nobel Peace
Prize was awarded to Rabin,
Peres and Arafat.

On November 4, 1995, as he
was leaving a mass rally for
peace held under the slogan
“Yes to Peace, No to Violence”,
Rabin was assassinated by a
Jewish right-wing extremist.

• For further information on
the commemoration, please call
(011) 645-2531 or e-mail
sazf@beyachad.co.za 

See page 10
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tial to our being.
The marriages of Isaac, Jacob

and Moses mentioned above,
each came about after great
effort. Abraham sent his trusted
servant Eliezer to another coun-
try laden with immense wealth
in order to secure a bride for
Isaac; Jacob worked for 14
years; and Moses had to fight off
the Midian shepherds. 

In each of these incidents they
may have been tempted to credit
their own efforts for the success
of the match. Thus the Torah
relates that these three men
found their brides by a well,
symbolising their attitude
towards finding a spouse; just
like a well, they understood the
relationship pre-existed their
effort.

The lesson: Many people get
stuck dating for many years,
pushing off their commitment
to marriage. Why? They’re
afraid that they just don’t know
each other well enough. 

Truth be told, no amount of
time together will really pre-
pare you for what marriage,
children or yet unknown cir-
cumstances will bring. We will

never know how our potential
spouse may react or behave in
everyone of life’s eventuali-
ties. 

So, if providence has
brought you together, things
are mostly right and you’re
ready to stick together, you
need to jump in and uncover
the well.

And once the well has been
exposed, realise that there are
times when stuff may cover
over the wellspring. But don’t
be so quick to run away.
Usually a concerted cleanup
effort can uncover and re-
expose that deep essential
bond.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

SLAUGHTERHOUSE STOPS KOSHER SLAUGHTER OVER MCDONALD'S

LONDON - A slaughterhouse
that supplies kosher meat to
London-area stores, has stopped
kosher slaughter following a
protest by McDonald's.

Slaney Foods in County
Wexford, Ireland, decided to stop
religious slaughter, the Jewish
Chronicle reported. Slaney has
supplied meat to McDonald's for
eight years.

McDonald's has been under fire
in recent days since media reports
that halaal meat, which is ritually
slaughtered for Muslims, is used
by some of the fast-food chain's
restaurants. After denying that
such meat was used because it is
against company policy,
McDonald's was forced to admit
that some of its meat indeed was
ritually slaughtered at Slaney.

Some McDonald's patrons are

against eating food made from rit-
ually slaughtered meat because
the animal is not stunned uncon-
scious before it is slaughtered.

The Jewish Chronicle reported
rumours had circulated that
McDonald's had given the slaugh-
terhouse an ultimatum, but they
have been disproven. But the
newspaper quoted the slaughter-
house's managing director, Rory
Fanning, as saying: “It’s not that
we are doing it because someone
was influencing us outside the
company. We made the decision
ourselves.

“There has been a lot of media
coverage of ritual slaughter, and it
was in the context of that that the
decision was made," she told the
newspaper. "I’m not saying it’s the
right decision. I am very hesi-
tant.” (JTA)

AUSTRALIAN LAWMAKER CITES SHOAH VICTIMS AND A SURVIVOR

SYDNEY - Australia’s first Jewish
lawmaker for the federal Liberal
Party paid homage in his maiden
speech to family members who
perished in the Holocaust and one
who survived.

Speaking on Monday in the
House of Representatives in
Canberra, Joshua Frydenberg, 39,
and a graduate of Bialik College in
Melbourne, said: “My great-
grandparents, and many relatives
on both sides, perished in the
Holocaust, but one who survived
is with us today. My great-aunt
Mary Frydenberg spent two years
at Auschwitz. She was transferred
back to Germany by the Nazis and
then sent on a death march, but
she escaped with the assistance of
a humane German guard.”

The former adviser to former
Prime Minister John Howard told
the chamber: “Like so many other
immigrants to our great shores,
all of my grandparents came here
with nothing… but in Australia
anything is possible. We are only
limited by our imagination.”

Frydenberg, a graduate of
Oxford and Harvard universities,
invoked the Rev Martin Luther
King Jr’s famed “I Have A Dream”
speech when he said: “I want to
see an Australia where the only
relevant consideration is the con-
tent of a person’s character.”

Frydenberg was elected in the
August 21 national elections. Two
other Jews, Michael Danby and
Mark Dreyfus, join him in the 150-
member lower house. (JTA)

SAZF and Habonim
Dror host a Yitzhak
Rabin memorial
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ALISON GOLDBERG

THE SOUTH African Zionist
Federation is considering its
options in reaction to the cancella-
tion of an order for conference
materials by Saley’s Travel Goods,
on which someone at the company
scribbled blatant hate speech,
rejecting further business between
them, saying the company didn’t
need their “blood money”. This was

after the SAZF had done business
with this company for years.

Signed by “The Management”
the faxed, defaced invoice to the
SAZF stated: “Sorry, we cannot
supply you any of our goods as we
don’t want or need your blood
money!”

Further down, it was written:
“Please do not contact us anymore
and remove all our contact details
from your records and we will do

likewise. We don’t want to aid and
abet organisations that are respon-
sible for crimes against humanity!”

Above the cost of the order - 
R8 841.59 - was added: “Please don’t
pay! Don’t contaminate our account
with your blood money!”

Calls to the Ormonde-based busi-
ness, which has been doing busi-
ness with the SAZF for years, to
establish whether it was indeed
their management who was respon-
sible for the note on the invoice, the
receptionist said the owners had
“gone overseas”. But the SAZF con-
firmed that the scribbled note did in
fact convey the wishes of Saley’s
management.

SAZF Chairman Avrom Krengel,
said options open to the SAZF
included pursuing a legal remedy.
In his experience it was sometimes
sufficient that such incidents pro-
voked the outrage it did – the
defaced invoice has been sent far
and wide, also abroad. 

“We may not pursue any action
at all so as not to give it more cre-
dence than it is worth. We felt,
however, that informing the public
through the press of the conduct of
this company, as we did, was nec-
essary.” 

Outrage over Saley’s
‘blood money’ jibe

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPHER: 
PHIL SILBERMAN

ASKED IF he would again
head a UN Human Rights
Commission to investigate
alleged war crimes during
Operation Cast Lead, Mr
Justice Richard Goldstone
said if he did not have a
wife and family, he would definitely
do it again. 

“That tells you how this saga has
impacted upon his family,” said
Adv Gilbert Marcus SC, when he
addressed the Union of Jewish
Women in Johannesburg last week
on “The Aftermath of the
Goldstone Affair”.

Marcus disclosed that at the
height of the attacks in the press on
Goldstone, he wrote a private letter
to SA Jewish Board of Deputies’
National Chairman Zev Krengel. In
this missive Marcus expressed his
outrage, saying the jurist deserved
an apology from the collective
Jewish leadership. 

“To date no apology has been
made to Richard Goldstone. I think
we are worse off,” said Marcus.

Discussing the “subject matter”
of the Goldstone Report, Marcus
said it was accepted in the 540 page
report that it would be subject to
scrutiny. It focused on 36 incidents –
three of which had since been con-
ceded by the Israel Defence Forces.
(Israel’s adversary, Hamas, has not
similarly carried out an internal
investigation, as recommended by
the Goldstone Report.)   

Marcus pointed out that the mili-
tary operation in Gaza, December
2008 to January 2009, was investi-
gated by the Goldstone Commission
as best it could without the co-oper-
ation of Israel. 

Goldstone attached to the report
copies of letters he sent to Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, imploring him to co-operate
with the investigation at the time.

The inquiry included inter-
views with many residents
of Sderot on which Hamas
has been raining rockets for
almost a decade.

Marcus described the
attacks on the Goldstone
Report as “vicious and mali-
cious” - first attempting to
discredit Goldstone person-
ally – given his credentials

as a long-time protector of human
rights. 

Another attack, a threat to protest
his presence at his grandson’s bar-
mitzvah in Johannesburg, Marcus
described as pernicious. “This came
from the SAZF and met with the
unofficial endorsement of at least
one other person on the Beth Din.”

In Marcus’ personal experience,
however, the attempt to portray
Goldstone as an “apartheid judge”
was false and ironic. “Goldstone did-
n’t ally himself with apartheid. No
other Jewish judge did more to pro-
tect the victims of apartheid.” 

Marcus, who was at the bar in the
early ‘80s, relayed that advocates
prayed that their death penalty
cases would be heard by Goldstone.
As a Supreme Court judge,
Goldstone only sentenced two peo-
ple to death.   

In Israel it was striking, Marcus
asserted, that the criticism had
been so strident. The notion that we
did not say these things publicly,
was a reminder of those in South
Africa who used to argue that we
would bring about change from
within.

Poignant is the fact that when he
was approached by the head of the
UN Human Rights Commission to
head the inquiry, Goldstone refused,
because of its bias against Israel.
Asked what he would do to fix the
terms of reference, Goldstone
changed them, and they were
accepted. 

Former Irish president, Mary
Robinson, herself turned the
Commission down because of the

initial terms of reference. 
Regarding attacks on other mem-

bers of the commission of inquiry
such as on Prof Christine Chenken,
who was a signatory to a letter pub-
lished in the British press con-
demning Israel’s military incur-
sion, that letter also condemned
Hamas’ rocket attacks on Sderot.
Marcus said he was not aware of
any anti-Semitism on the part of
any member of the four-person
commission. 

“Inquiry, scholarship and debate,
all the things we hold dear in
Judaism, were jettisoned in this
saga,” he asserted.

Despite the UN’s hypocrisy in its
years of signing resolutions against
Israel, it didn’t mean Israel should
be exempt from the laws of war.

The latter, informed by the four
Geneva Convention resolutions
passed by the UN to which Israel is
a signatory and other treaties relat-
ing to the use of certain weapons, to
which Israel is also a signatory, pro-
vided the context for the inquiry. 

Why the inquiry at all? The mili-
tary operation in Gaza resulted in
the bombing of hospitals and
schools, sanitation facilities, the
only flour-producing factory in
Gaza, and was conducted in a
densely populated area. 

Erring on the side of conser-
vatism, 1 200 Palestinians and 13
Israelis died - four in “friendly fire”
in the latter case. The inquiry
focused on the principle of distinc-
tion - between civilian and military
personnel; and proportionality,
which dictates war must be waged
in proportion to the military aim
pursued. 

Marcus cited the example that if
a munitions factory in an urban
area could be destroyed with the
loss of 100 lives, it would be dispro-
portionate to destroy it in a way
that would kill 1 200 people.

In these two spheres, both sides to
the conflict fell short, the Goldstone
Report found. Further, Marcus
pointed out, the investigation was
premised on Israel’s right to self-
defence. It was how that war was
waged which was the subject of the
inquiry.

Gilbert Marcus: Community
owes Goldstone an apology
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN.
PHOTOGRAPH: MALIN ARNESSON

ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS Des-
mond Tutu has called on Cape
Town Opera (CTO) to postpone a
planned trip to Israel, where it is
scheduled to perform Gershwin’s
Porgy and Bess at the Tel Aviv
Opera House during the second
half of November. 

In a letter to the company, Tutu
writes: “Just as we said during
apartheid that it was inappropri-
ate for international artists to per-
form in South Africa in a society
founded on discriminatory laws
and racial exclusivity, so it would
be wrong for Cape Town Opera to
perform in Israel.”

In a statement issued on his
behalf on Tuesday, Tutu urges the
company to postpone its proposed

tour “until both Israeli and
Palestinian opera lovers of the
region have equal opportunity
and unfettered access to attend
performances. 

“Only the thickest-skinned
South Africans would be comfort-
able performing before an audi-
ence that excluded residents liv-
ing, for example, in an occupied
West Bank village 30 minutes
from Tel Aviv, who would not be
allowed to travel to Tel Aviv, while
including his Jewish neighbours
from an illegal settlement on
occupied Palestinian territory.”

The retired archbishop adds
that by “luring” international
artists to perform there, the state-
sponsored Tel Aviv Opera House
“advances Israel’s fallacious claim
to being a ‘civilised democracy’. To
perform Porgy and Bess, with its
universal message of non-dis-

crimination, in the present state of
Israel, is unconscionable,” he
says. 

Tutu could not be reached for
comment as he is out of the coun-
try until December 23, according
to his office.  

In response, Cape Town Opera
says that while it respects the
views held by Archbishop Tutu, it
is “first and foremost” an arts
company that believes in promot-
ing universally held human val-
ues through the medium of opera
and is “accordingly reluctant to
adopt the essentially political posi-
tion of disengagement from cul-
tural ties with Israel or with
Palestine”.

CTO Managing Director
Michael Williams says in a media
release that he believes his artists
in fact act as ambassadors for the
democratic South Africa and that

in Porgy and Bess there is “much
which should provide food for
thought for audiences in Israel”.

CTO’s visit to Israel was the
outcome of negotiations that had
begun four years ago and it had
contractual commitments to
artists both locally and abroad. 

“We were throughout aware of
the possibility of being seen as
being partisan in the Middle
Eastern conflict and accordingly,
negotiations to perform within the
Arab world have been and are
ongoing.

“In particular, Cape Town
Opera welcomes the opportunity
to perform within Palestine as
well,” he states. 

Reacting to the matter in a
media release, the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape
Council) “strongly rejects” Tutu’s
appeal, saying that peace and
understanding was best served
through constructive and positive
engagements between Israel,
South Africa and the Palestinian
regions, not by boycotts. 

It referred in this regard to a
Palestinian-Israeli youth orches-
tra established by the late
Palestinian scholar Edward Said
and Argentinian-Israeli pianist
and conductor Daniel Barenboim,
in the belief that “music could
work in areas where politicians
are unable to do so. 

“Boycott campaigns work
counter to such projects of peace
and serve only to harden attitudes
on both sides of the Israeli-
Palestinian divide.”

In addition, the Board “com-
pletely rejects” Tutu’s claim that
Israel is founded on “discrimina-
tory laws and racial exclusivity”
and accuses the Archbishop of
applying double standards by
“singling out Israel as a target for
special criticism”.    

AVROM KRENGEL, chairman of the
SA Zionist Federation and Hila Stern,
spokesman for the Embassy of Israel,
in separate media releases, con-
demned Tutu’s appeal to the CTO.

“We had hoped that as a man of
peace and a Nobel Peace laureate,
Tutu would use his legacy and his
reputation to bring the Israeli and
Palestinian people closer to a resolu-
tion of this tragic conflict, rather than
exacerbating it by his hostile state-
ments,” said Krengel. “His attack on
Israel is unjust and harmful to any
moves towards peace, and his stance
is to be regretted.”

“This call is yet another phase in
the biased campaign… that distorts
and demonises Israel,” the Embassy
added. “Tutu would have achieved
more, had he used his position to
unite warring people rather than
forcing them apart.”

Commenting on whether Tutu’s
“unbased doubts” on Israel being a
civilised democracy reflect a lack of
understanding of the situation, or
deliberate populist incitement, the
release said: “It is regrettable that
Tutu chooses to single out Israel…
rather than concentrating on what is
happening in his own backyard.” 

Krengel concurred, especially in
light of the decision taken by the CTO
to continue with its tour of Israel
because it is ‘first and foremost an
arts company that believes in promot-
ing universally held human values
through the medium of opera’.” 

SAZF,
Embassy
respond to
Tutu

Tutu sounds a false note
on Porgy and Bess

Pauline

Malefane and

Xolela Sixaba in

the foreground

in a scene from

Porgy and Bess,

performed in

Umea, Sweden

during October.



29 October - 05 November 2010 SA JEWISH REPORT 5

LIONEL SLIER

THE MIDDLE East peace process was a
false premise because it maintained that
Israel’s refusal to give up all the disputed
territories was the root cause of all the
violence and if only Israel did so, there
would be utopia and everyone would be
happy, columnist Caroline Glick (pic-
tured), deputy managing editor of the
Jerusalem Post, told a SAZF gathering in
the Simon Kuper Hall, last week. This was
her first visit to the country.

She expressed grave concerns about the
growing jihadist ideology in the region.
The eradication of Western civilisation is
the jihadists’ major aim.

“The reality is that there can be no
peace in the region because of the jihadist
claims there. Much of the Islamic world is
in favour of jihad. The Sunnis want an
Islamic caliphate. Shi’ite Iran is seeking
Armageddon – a reign of Islam which will
subjugate the non-Islamic world, starting
with the elimination of the Jewish state.

“Up until 1979 Iran was an ally of Israel,
but now, while accusing Israel of destroy-
ing the peace process, President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is welcomed as
‘our brother’ by thousands in Lebanon
near where, in 2006, there were pitched
battles with Israel. 

“He announced to cheers that Israel
would soon be destroyed; he was greeted
as a conquering hero and he seemed to
have ‘conquered’ Lebanon.”

Hamas was not a nationalist movement,
Glick said. They did not see themselves as
Palestinian nationalists. They saw them-
selves as Muslims on jihad waging their
particular war to destroy the State of

Israel. It was, as its own constitution or
covenant stated, part of the global jihad.  

On Syria, she said that President Bashar
Assad was following in the footsteps of his
late father. “Syria has been a colony of the
Ottomans, the French, the Soviets and now
it is a proxy of Iran. The Syrian
Revolutionary Guard is trained in Iran
and the country’s armed forces receive bil-
lions of dollars in equipment from Iran.”

Iran posed a major threat. “Gaza is an
Iranian colony and following a 2005 agree-
ment between Iran and Hamas, Iran
financed Hamas’s command structure and

armed it. 
“So, Israel is surrounded on three sides

by Iranian states. Iran is attempting to
take over Iraq and is already making
inroads and is waiting for the American
pull-out next year. Iran is also the primary
engine in Afghanistan and is spreading its
influence in South America through
President Hugo Chavez in Venezuela. 

“It already has bases in Nicaragua and
Bolivia. From a military perspective, Iran
aims to be the hegemonic power in the
Middle East.”

Glick said President Barack Obama
seemed to have no problem with jihadism.
He spoke to the Muslim Brotherhood in
Cairo and they told him that they were
jihadists. It was their religious duty, the
core of their religious belief, to raise a
jihad generation. Their Sunni stream was
the most predominant in Arabia and the
Western world.

“However, the overwhelming number of
Muslims in the West will say that jihad is
a deviation and that they do not subscribe
to it. But this is not the case. Most
Muslims worldwide want Sharia law. The
majority of citizens in Syria, Jordan and
Pakistan do subscribe to jihadist Islam.
This is what they believe in.”

Glick explained that in 2004 Turkey was
a secular constitutional state and a friend
of Israel. But increasingly after that date,
jihadists have advanced their claims. 

Army generals were charged with
trumped up charges of espionage.
Jihadists have now taken over the media -
TV and the radio and the print media and
the judiciary. “Yet they are still members
of Nato. Turkey has become estranged
from Israel and is keeping up alliances

with Iran.
“The reality,” warned Glick, “is that

world jihadism is not going to be
appeased. It is impossible to appease an
ideology that seeks global control. The
ideology of jihadists has anti-Semitism as
a central role. It has nothing to do with 230
new apartments being built in Jerusalem. 

“Every concession that Israel makes is a
victory to jihad. The peace process is a
fantasy. The eradication of Western civili-
sation is its major aim; a Israel is in the
front line. If Israel falls, it is nothing but a
small piece in the war.”

Touching on the question of Israeli
Arabs taking an oath of allegiance to the
State of Israel, Glick said she was not com-
fortable with that. She mentioned that
American Muslim who tried to blow up a
truck loaded with explosives in Times
Square recently was a naturalised
American who had sworn allegiance to the
United States. 

Israeli Arabs were mostly moderates
who had no desire to live under
Palestinian rule. “We govern all under the
same laws and if we had a government
that was not afraid to do so, we would have
people who would want to be a part of
Israel.

Giving her impressions of South Africa,
Glick said she was impressed but some-
what daunted by the challenges that 
South Africa faced and that South African
Jewry faced. But South Africa Jewry
could be trusted to do the important
things.

Glick said we were living in an extraor-
dinary time. “We have to recognise our
friends and our values. For the first time
in 2 000 years we are in our own land. 

“We have turned a wasteland into a dia-
mond. On a daily basis we are stunned and
amazed with our achievements in many
fields. The dangers that we face are daunt-
ing, yet we should be looking at the future
with certainty as our cause is just. We
must remember who we are; we must
remember why it is that what we are is
worth defending.”

Glick: Jihadists are a threat
to Western civilisation

HIGHLANDS NORTH HIGHLANDS NORTH SYDENHAM

GRESSWOLDORANGE GROVEORANGE GROVE

FAMILY HOME
Ent hall, lounge and dining room, eat-in kitchen,
scullery, laundry, 3 beds 1 1/2 baths, lovely gar-
den, lock-up garage, double staff accom or wfh

or cottage and more. R849 000/R799 000

FAMILY HOME
Lounge, dining room, eat-in kitchen and pantry,

3 bed, 2 bath, pool and garden with patio,
staff accom, storeroom, lock-up garage 

and much more. R775 000

IDEAL INVESTMENT HOME
3 recep, 3 bed, 2 bath, kitchen, small garden,

lock-up garage, staff accom and more.
R700 000/R750 000

FOR SALE / TO LET

HIGHLANDS NORTH SALE: 
3 beds, 1 bath, 3 recep, pool 

and more. R750 000

LYNDHURST TOWN HOUSE SALE: 
3 beds, 2 baths, 3 recep, staff
accom and more. R850 000

ROUXVILLE APT SALE: 
4 beds, 2 baths, 2 1/2 recep,

private garden and more.
R850 000

SANDTON/LONEHILL SALE: 
1 bed, 1 bath, loft apartment,
overlooking Dainfern, around 

corner from Monte Casino with
tenants. R550 000

FAIRMOUNT RENTAL: 
3 recep, 3 beds, study, 3 baths,
brand-new renovation. R15 000

SYDENHAM RENTAL: 
4 beds, 2 baths, house with pool,

garden and more. R12 000 

GRESWOLD RENTAL: 
Fully-furnished, 3 bed house.

R10 000 

Call us for more info 
See website for more

FAMILY INVESTMENT PROPERTY 
2 1/2 large recep, 3 beds, 1 bath, eat-in kitchen,
lovely garden, lock-up garage, staff accom and

so much more. R749 000/R699 000.
HURRY! 

HOME OR BUSINESS 
Lounge and dining room, kitchen - lots of built-in
cupboards, 3 beds, 1 1/2 baths, patio deck and

swimming pool, small garden, garage, extra inside
parking and much more. R799 000/R849 000

IDEAL FAMILY HOME/BUSINESS
Ent hall, 3 stunning recep, 3 bed, 2 bath,
eat-in kitchen, lovely large gardens, pool,
staff accom and more. In boomed area.

R999 000/R949 000

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 
Geoff Lees: 082-551-9314

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”
SIZZLING SUMMER SPECIALS ALL UNDER R 1 MILLION
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COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

UPINGTON

From Sally Sher: (Continuing the story of
Jack Yalkovsky)

“I phoned my uncle Abe Rosman who lives
in Sea Point. Abe, together with my father,
ran the farm and produce section of the
business. Abe said that Jack bought a piece
of farming ground adjacent to Exteenskuil
which he farmed until he was murdered. 

“My grandfather bought the ground. Abe
does not know what happened to the money
and Jack’s estate. Abe has no recollection of
Mr and Mrs Gottschalk being instrumental
in bringing Jack to Upington. 

“Neither Abe nor I had ever seen a photo-
graph of Jack. As far as descendants go,
Abe said Jack had a coloured daughter. He
doesn’t know what happened to her after
Jack died. As I said previously, Jack was a
recluse.

“I have such a clear recollection that Mr
and Mrs Gottschalk brought Jack to
Upington and can’t find anyone to verify
that. I would be pleased if you would find
any such information among documenta-
tion regarding Jack, you would let me know. 

“I am also curious to know how it came
about that Jack came to work in the shop on
the farm; how old was he when he came
there and how old was he when he died in
December 1956. 

“My uncle Abe is turning 90 this month
and I am pleased to say his mind is perfect-
ly clear. Any other questions that you may
have, Abe will be happy to answer, if he is 
able to.” (Acknowledgement: David Sandler,
Perth)

PRETORIA

From Alton Bernstein:

“The Civil Service Club in Pretoria Street
was demolished in the ‘50s and made way
for the Van der Stel building. 

“Incredibly, next door to the club was a
small single-storeyed building which
housed the American Information Office.
As schoolboys we would collect brochures
from them for school projects.

“In the club upstairs was the card room
where many prominent citizens of Pretoria
played rummy and klaberjas in the after-
noons. 

“One of the more illustrious players was
Pompey Silber, an attorney, who was always
immaculately dressed with a lapel carna-
tion. 

“In the group who frequented the gaming
room, were Arthur Worms (Continental
Butchery) and Perkins, another lawyer. The
players were attended to by a black man
with the nickname ‘Cockeye’, as he had a
vicious squint. 

“He was always on hand to direct the play-
ers to parking places at the back of the
building in Schoeman Street. 

“Mr Silber was the first real legal profes-
sional public relations officer I came across
in my long career in the Pretoria Bureau 
of the (Johannesburg) Rand Daily Mail
(1954 - 1978). 

“We would get tip-offs and mysterious
calls about court cases, which would make
good copy for the newspaper. 

“In one of the cases Silber brought his
black messenger to court, pushing a wheel-
barrow full of law books that he was going
to use for reference in the trial of an
accused. 

“When the magistrate asked him whether
he was going to use all the books, Silber said
‘yes’. The magistrate dismissed the case!”

To be continued.

JOHANNESBURG

From The Zionist Record & SA Jewish
Chronicle, December 14, 1942:

“Is King David High School supplying teach-
ers to the Hebrew teaching profession?”
This is the question posed by Karl Lemeer
in his column, “South African Scene”. The
answer is “yes” - nine former Davidians
have enrolled so far.

There will be seven graduates this year,
(1942). Shirley Goldberg will teach in

Benoni; Evelyn Pagoda in Pretoria; Joyce
Orbach in Yeoville; Sandra Levin in Yeoville.

Masha Teeger is going for a period to
Israel, and then will return to take up a post.
The placing of the other two is not yet fixed.

Former students, now teachers, are
everywhere: In Durban, Mr Nowitz and
Mrs Kaplan; Port Elizabeth has Miss
Jacobs; Cape Town has Mrs Gurary, Miss
Abromowitz, Miss Sonia Rappaport and
Mrs Dison; Bulawayo has Miss
Sonnensheim.

KENHARDT

From Marc Kopman:

“Fellow Krugersdorp Shul congregant,
Martin Elsas, and I rode into Kenhardt in an
Isuzu Frontier (a little different to a kom-
mando on horseback, this being 100 years
later). 

“Armed with one of the excellent volumes
of SA Friends of Beit Hatefutsoth, ‘South
African Life in the Country Communities’,
we drove by a church where several workers
were busy digging and we questioned them
as to where ‘die Joodse kerk’ had been situ-
ated, showing them my Magen Dovid chain
for extra explanatory effect.

“They pointed to the church without hesi-
tation, indicating that the shul was now this
building. We were not convinced.

“Paging through the Country
Communities’ publication, we found a
photograph of the shul taken in its hey-
day... (The congregation diminished and
phased out in 1948 and later, falling into
disrepair. The structure was sold to a
school for R1 000.

“Next stop at the police station, book and
photograph in tow; the constable on duty
who in an instant recognised it and told us to
follow him in his vehicle.

“We arrived in what was previously
referred to as a coloured township, and situ-
ated next to a school, there it was. We
thanked the constable and proceeded to
inspect the building, now apparently a dis-
used church, locked, with several of the
stained glass windows broken. 

“We managed to hoist ourselves up to a
windowsill and peered into the very dusty
and unused inside. 

“Martin photographed the structure
extensively and these are available to Beit
Hatefutsoth if they require them. The foun-
dation stone referred to in the Jacobson
article has been removed and it would be
interesting if anyone knows what became
of it.

“I received a call from Country
Communities Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, who
advised me of a Radio ChaiFM programme
about Jewish places of interest along the N1. 

“I attempted to phone from my car and
contribute some of my experiences in the
area, but I was out of range. I left a message
for the producer of the station, but I have not
been contacted.”   

Marc Kopman may be contacted on 
083-375-9250.

SHANGHAI

From 1933 to 1941, Shanghai became a mod-
ern day Noah’s Ark, accepting around 30 000
Jewish refugees fleeing the Holocaust in
Europe. 
In the “Designated area for Stateless
Refugees” in the Tilanqiao area of Shanghai,
about 20 000 Jewish refugees lived harmo-
niously with local citizens, overcoming
numerous difficulties together.

By the time the Second World War ended
in 1945, most of the Jewish refugees had sur-
vived. Dr David Kranzler, a noted Holocaust
historian, called it the “Miracle of
Shanghai”. He commented that within
Jewry’s greatest tragedy, namely the
Holocaust, there shone a few bright lights. 

Among the brightest of these is the
Shanghai haven. In the “Tilanqiao Historic
Area”, the original features of the Jewish
settlement are still well preserved. 

They are the only typical historic traces of
Jewish refugee life inside China during the
Second World War.

From “Shanghai Municipal Tourist
Administration”.

JOHANNESBURG

The clock is ticking. There is an appeal for
members to pay their fees, otherwise in
seven weeks’ time the library at Beyachad
will be closed. It is no good mourning its loss
in January. 

STAFF REPORTER 
PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED

RENNEY AND Wayne Plit, two brothers who
have revitalised sections of Johannesburg’s
inner city, managed to raise R250 000 at a
fundraising gala dinner and auction at the
HOD Hall in Oaklands, for City Kidz, a social
initiative of the Affordable Housing
Company (Afhco). 

City Kidz is an inner city governmental
school which they started  at their own cost.

The brothers, who own 79  buildings in the
inner city, buy old, commercial, derelict and
hijacked buildings and restore them into
affordable residential units. They have also
developed retail and commercial units.

Afhco is one of the longest-performing
developers in the inner city. Wayne started
Afcho in 1996 and Renney joined him in 2001.

The group remained a family business
despite the addition, in 2006, of Old Mutual as
a 50 per cent shareholder in Afhco Holdings
(Pty) Ltd.

“The investment into the group by Old
Mutual has provided opportunities for
growth, further cementing Afhco as one of
the leading layers in the Johannesburg inner
city,” said Renney.

The group currently has 5 500 rental apart-
ments in the Johannesburg inner city and
about 300 000 square metres of retail and
commercial space. There are a further 2 000
units under development at present. 

Their property portfolio is valued in excess
of R1 billion, comprising properties which
are owned and occupied, under development,
or awaiting transfer. Residential vacancies
and bad debt ratios are below two per cent.

The Afhco residential target market is ten-
ants earning between R3 500 and R10 000 a
month, with rentals starting from R1 500.

Speaking at the dinner this week, Renney
said the property on which the school is situ-
ated, was an abandoned Indian school which
had been standing empty for years.

“We were going to buy it to build more res-
idential units, but then decided there was a
need for inner city schoolchildren. The build-
ings were there, so all we had to do was reno-
vate them,” he said, underplaying their huge
role in bringing it to fruition.

It took his staff three months to renovate
the classrooms. He put in R3 million of his
own company money and today the school
has 270 children.

The Johannesburg Development Agency
(JDA) donated R150 000 to the school.

“However, we need additional classrooms
and we are trying to raise funds to buy the
property next door to build a high school,” he
said.

The school needs a mini-bus, a science lab,
computer equipment, books, uniforms and
sports equipment.

The auction held during the dinner, was a
huge success, with framed artworks by the
children going for as much as R6 000.

“We are overwhelmed by the generosity of
people. This money will go towards building
additional classrooms, because we now only
go from grade 1 to grade 7 and there is a
demand to increase this,” he said.

Renney said one of main aims of Afcho’s
redevelopment of the inner city, was a holis-
tic approach.

“We believe in developing the communities
around our properties. We aim to create a
safe environment and we work with the
JMPD, the JDA, SAPS and the City of
Johannesburg to help use with security,
cleaning up, attending to street paving,
sewage, shebeens, chop shops and street
lights,” he said.

As a result, there are now vibrant commu-
nities around the buildings they own, he said.

“Yes, we do make money out of it,” he
admits, “but we have led the rejuvenation of
the inner city. We took the lead. We have
invested in the inner city environment to
turn Johannesburg into a normal African
city, with good shopping,” he added.

Another project Afcho is involved in, is the
employment of 300 deaf cleaners in the build-
ings.

“Other cleaners have been taught sign lan-
guage and it has proved to be a big success,”

he said.
The appointment of community ambassa-

dors have been another success.
“We got some unemployed youths, gave

them some skills development training and
they now patrol the streets with radios. If they
see a problem, they report it to our urban
manager. In the areas which they patrol,
crime has gone down by 9 per cent,” he said.

Afcho has also purchased many buildings
in the Doornfontein area. One particularly
successful building is the old Nedbank in End
Street. Checkers has put up shop in the retail
section there on the ground floor.

There was a park across the road which was
filled with vagrants, hawkers cutting up cows,
and full of criminals.

Afcho has taken over the park and installed
soccer fields, toilets, security guards and
CCTV cameras. During the Fifa Wold Cup
they donated soccer balls to the children.

“We are trying to build the future of this
city, and country. If we don’t develop the
younger generation, we will be in trouble. We
want to bring these children up in a decent
environment. We can either be passengers or
drivers and we, as a group, decided to become
the drivers,” he said.

There are three main divisions of the group.
Afcho Holdings is the main holding company
and deals with all building procurements,
investments and negotiations. 

Afcho Property Management is the compa-
ny responsible for letting, managing and
maintaining all the buildings in the Afcho
portfolio. 

Afcho Construction Management, manages
the construction, refurbishment and conver-
sion of the Afcho buildings before they are
handed over to the Afcho Property
Management.

Deputy Minister of Human Settlements

Zou Kota-Fredericks and Renney Plit.

120 End Street.

The Plit brothers –
drivers of the inner
city development
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS  

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

LESLIE SUSSER 
JERUSALEM

WITH TALKS at a stalemate and
no agreement from the Israelis to
reinstate a settlement freeze, the
Palestinians are playing a new
card: an end game to statehood
through an appeal to the interna-
tional community.

The card hasn’t actually been
played, but the mere threat that
the Palestinians would push for
international recognition of a
state from the United Nations, has
been enough to push the Israeli
government to reconsider options
to return to the negotiating table.

Last Sunday, partly to pre-empt
a Palestinian move toward state-
hood that would bypass negotia-
tions with Israel, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said he was working intensively
with the Obama administration
on a formula to restart the stalled
peace process.

“We are in close contact with
the American administration
with the aim of restarting the
peace process,” Netanyahu said at
his weekly Cabinet meeting. 

“Our aim is not only to renew
the process, but to renew it in
such a way that it won’t collapse
in a few weeks or in two months,
but that we will go into a full year
of serious negotiations on the
core issues in an effort to reach a
framework agreement on the way
to a peace deal.

“Any attempt by the
Palestinians to circumvent this
process by going to international
organisations,” he said, “is not
realistic, and will not in any way
advance a genuine peace process.”

Israeli, Palestinian and US lead-
ers all say publicly that a negotiat-
ed peace deal is much preferred to
unilateral steps that could spark a
sharp response from the other
side. But the Palestinians warn
that if the direct peace talks
remain on hold, they will consider
approaching international bodies
for recognition of a Palestinian

state along the 1967 borders with
eastern Jerusalem as its capital.

It isn’t clear whether this is
merely a tactic to frighten Israel
back to the peace table - talks that
were renewed in early September
broke down four weeks later over
Israel’s refusal to extend a build-
ing freeze in the West Bank - or
part of a new strategy aimed at
achieving a better deal for the
Palestinians through the interna-
tional community.

Either way, given Israel’s pre-
carious position on the interna-
tional stage and the lack of inter-
national support for its West Bank
settlement construction policy,
the Palestinian threat carries
weight and is being taken very
seriously in Jerusalem.

Much depends on the American
stand, which gives the Obama
administration added leverage
over Israel.

The new Palestinian thinking
has been evolving over the past
few years and is based on two key
principles: winning enhanced
international support for Pales-
tinian goals and, in parallel, build-
ing the institutions of a function-
ing Palestinian state from the bot-
tom up.

The idea is that if the American-
mediated peace process with Israel
proves fruitless, the Palestinians
can invoke Plan B: Gaining the
world’s approval for an already
functioning Palestinian state, on
conditions favourable to the
Palestinians, at a time of their
choosing.

With Palestinian confidence in
the Israeli government on the
wane and Israel’s international
standing in decline, Plan B has
emerged as a genuine threat to
Israel.

Last week, the Palestinians
made their first significant move
for recognition as a state by
approaching the International
Criminal Court at The Hague to
urge recognition of the
Palestinian Authority as the
equivalent of a full-fledged state

government. 
That designation would enable

the Palestinian Authority to press
war crimes charges against Israel
for its conduct in the 2008-‘09 Gaza
War because only states have
standing before the court.

Recognition of the Palestinian
Authority by the international
court not only would open a crack
for the possible prosecution of
Israeli civilian and military lead-
ers, it also would hand the
Palestinians a major PR victory in
their quest for internationally
recognised statehood. The
Palestinians would be able to cite
the court’s recognition as legal
backing for their case for a state.

Last week the court’s prosecu-
tor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo of
Argentina, heard arguments from
legal experts, backed up by non-
governmental organisations, from
both sides. The Israeli side argued
that the Palestinian Authority is
not a state and therefore cannot
claim standing before the court,
and that in any event, the court is
not empowered to prosecute a
state like Israel, which has effec-
tive and credible legal mecha-
nisms for dealing with suspected
war crimes.

A decision is not expected for
several weeks.

If the Palestinians do press
ahead in earnest with Plan B, the
United Nations will be the main
battleground. Given the certain
backing for a Palestinian state by
the non-aligned and Muslim
states, the Palestinians easily
would be able to secure a majority
in the General Assembly - the
same body that granted Israel
international recognition in
November 1947 by a vote of 33 to
13.

But the Palestinians want more
than mere recognition: They want
a binding allocation of territory
based on the 1967 borders. For
that they will likely seek a resolu-
tion from the UN Security
Council, whose votes are binding. 

Such an effort likely would be

blocked by the United States,
which has veto power in that body.
Therefore, for such a gambit to
work, it would need to have the
backing of the Obama administra-
tion. That’s unlikely.

In the run-up to a crucial Arab
League meeting in early
November that will discuss the
stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace
talks, PA President Mahmoud
Abbas has been canvassing Arab
leaders on his UN strategy.

The Palestinians see an impor-
tant convergence in early
November of key events for the
future of the peace process: the
Arab League meeting and the US
midterm elections. They believe
that after the midterm elections,
President Barack Obama will
have a freer hand to deal with
Israel and will press Israel to
return to the negotiating table on
the Palestinians’ terms to head off
any UN strategy.

For Israel this constitutes a
major headache. The Netanyahu
government fears that many
countries, including the Euro-
peans, would go along with the
Palestinians and recognise a
Palestinian state based on the pre-
1967 border between Israel and
Jordan.

If Israel remains in control of
large swaths of the West Bank
after a Palestinian state is
declared and recognised, even if
it’s just in the General Assembly,
it would further sink Israel’s
international reputation and pro-
vide additional fodder for the cam-
paign to delegitimise Israel.

“The Palestinians will declare a
state. Virtually the whole world
will recognise it. And we will be
left without security arrange-
ments,” Israeli Trade and
Industry Minister Benjamin Ben
Eliezer said on Monday.

Israel’s response to the chal-
lenge has been a combination of
defiance and diplomacy.

“Like (David) Ben-Gurion,
Netanyahu will not allow the
United Nations, or any other
organisation, to dictate our bor-
ders,” Israel’s US ambassador,
Michael Oren, said last Friday.
“They will be determined through
negotiations.”

Privately, some Israeli Cabinet
ministers have been proposing
unilateral Israeli responses, such
as Israeli annexation of a signifi-
cant part of the West Bank or
redeploying inside the large set-
tlement blocs to create a de facto
border along Israeli terms.

Behind the scenes, Israeli diplo-
mats have been warning their col-
leagues in Washington and
Europe that if the Palestinians act
on the UN strategy, the current
peace process, and the Oslo
process on which it is based,
would be over.

For now, however, Israel is
focusing its efforts on putting
direct Israeli-Palestinian peace
talks back on track and undercut-
ting the Palestinians’ UN strategy.
Netanyahu’s special envoy,
Yitzhak Molcho, is in Washington
this week working with his
American counterparts on the
details.

“Peace will only be achieved
through direct negotiations,”
Netanyahu said last Sunday, “and
I hope we will return to this
avenue in full force very soon.”
(JTA)

Palestinian gambit for statehood
puts Israel against the wall

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, seen here greeting Finnish President Tarja Halonenin

in the West Bank city of Ramallah on October 14, may appeal to the international community for recogni-

tion of statehood. (PHOTOGRAPH: ISSAM RIMAWI/FLASH90/JTA)

NEW ZEALAND JEWISH

LEADERS WARN AGAINST

SHECHITAH BAN

AUCKLAND - New Zealand
Jewish life is in jeopardy if the
community loses its legal battle
over the ban on kosher slaugh-
ter, Jewish leaders here have
warned.

An e-mail titled “Save the
Future of Judaism in New
Zealand” and circulated on
October 22 to some  1 000 fami-
lies, warned that if the commu-
nity loses the case over the new
law, it will signal the death
knell of the Jewish community,
which dates back near two cen-
turies.

“It will mean we can’t engage
rabbis or youth leaders," read
the e-mail, which was jointly
released by Auckland Hebrew
Congregation President Garth
Cohen and Wellington Jewish
Community Centrer Chairman
Claire Massey.

"It will mean our religious
families will be forced to leave
New Zealand. Few Jews will
want to migrate here. We will
be seen as a country where
Jews are not welcome, and
where our traditions and
beliefs are not respected or val-
ued.”

The e-mail urged each family
to donate about $75 to the New
Zealand Shechitah Appeal, as
well as to e-mail Agriculture
Minister David Carter, who
imposed the ban on shechitah
in May, and Prime Minister
John Key, whose mother was a
Jewish refugee who escaped
Austria on the eve of the
Holocaust.

“We need the support of
every Jew in New Zealand,” the
e-mail stated. “Whether you
keep kosher, observe Shabbat
or not, we must stand together.
Your religious, cultural and
social future is under threat.”

About 1 000 affiliated Jewish
families live in two main cen-
tres, Wellington and Auckland,
as well as smaller communities
in Christchurch and Dunedin
on the south island. (JTA)

SHOAH SURVIVORS SUE

HUNGARY, RAILROADS

WASHINGTON - Holocaust
survivors and their families
have sued Hungary and its two
railroad companies for alleged-
ly collaborating with the Nazis
to commit genocide against the
Jews.

The lawsuit filed last week in
US District Court for the
District of Columbia requests
class-action status. Some 300
survivors are identified as
members of the class, but the
number could climb as high as
5 000, Reuters reported. The
lawsuit does not specify dam-
ages.

It accuses the Hungarian
government and the railroad
companies of seizing Jewish
property and transporting its
owners to ghettos and concen-
tration camps in Poland and
Ukraine.

"The Jewish victims of the
Hungarian Holocaust seek only
what is due them - compensa-
tion and restitution for the
atrocities they suffered at the
hands of the defendants," the
lawsuit said, according to
Reuters. (JTA)

AROUND
THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
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SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

The Johannesburg Jewish Male Choir.

Evelyn Green shows off the award presented

to her by the JJMC’s chairman, Russel Lurie.

Chief Rabbi Goldstein with his wife Gina.

Helen Heldenmuth, with her grandson,

Adam Moritz.

Programme sellers

Warren Goodman

and Helen

Goldberg.

George Maxadana the musical director of

the Imilongi KaNtu Choral Society, which

has previously performed with the JJMC.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
RITA LEWIS

THE JOHANNESBURG Jewish Male
Choir’s Jewish Heritage in Song at the
Linder Auditorium in Johannesburg,
marking the JJMC’s 25th anniversary, was
a celebration of note.

Guest Cantor Oshy Tugendhaft was in
top form, as were the other soloists, Ezra
Sher, Len Kay and Russel Lurie, the
choir’s chairman.

Tugendhaft has sung at major Jewish
events around the world, starting off as a
“child chazzan” officiating at some of the
leading shuls of Israel and the US.

He was the chazzan of the Sydenham
Shul for 18 years and has recently been
the chazzan at the Great Park Shul over
the High Holy Days.

He was for many years the resident
cantor of the JJMC under Gus Levy, fea-
turing in all their concerts and CDs, here
and abroad.

Narrator Helen Heldenmuth, used her
usual panache in scripting and hosting the
JJMC’s 25th anniversary celebration.

Mention was made of those people who
had contributed to the creation and success
of the choir:-The four founding members,
Bob Borowsky; Evelyn Green; Lior
Himmelstein and Gus Levy zt”l, also the
former conductors, Gus Levy; Ephraim
Katz; Walter Mony zt”l and Evelyn Green.

Acknowledgement was given to members
serving the choir for more than 20 years.
They were Ivor Bloom zt”l; Solly
Goldsmith; Evelyn Green; Russel Lurie;

Selwyn Milner and Barney Zagnoev.
Those members who had passed on were

all recalled: Ivor Bloom; Harry Bloom;
Jules Borowsky; Stan Gordon; Ralph
Hammerschlag; Abe Katz; Gus Levy;
Ernest Marks ; and Walter Mony.

The one downside of the evening was the
fact that Maestro Elli Jaffe, the conductor
of the Great Synagogue Choir in
Jerusalem, was unable to attend at the last
minute due to ill health.

However, the JJMC’s musical director,
Evelyn Green, who wears many caps - that
of accompanist, repetiteur, adjudicator,
teacher and a founder member of the
JJMC - stepped in at the last minute. 

Melding some 40 voices of the JJMC
with the six inexperienced youngsters of
the newly formed Youth Ensemble,
together with those of the six members of
the accompanying Musical Ensemble, was
no mean feat, especially as she had to con-
tinue to accompany them on the piano at
the same time.

However, everything went off superbly
and without a hitch.

After the concert, Green paid tribute to the
members of the choir and all the time they
spent at rehearsing the new programme -
even during the period of the Fifa World Cup
- although rehearsals were especially sched-
uled not to coincide with matches!

The new innovation of the new Young
Ensemble, made up of six talented young-
sters, was very well received. They are
James Furman; Hillel Gruzd; Caleb
Lester; Daniel Levin; Adam Moritz; and
Marc Shapiro.

Joyous 25th anniversary

The musical

ensemble: Phil

Holder; Peta-

Ann Holdcroft;

Rob Watson;

Malane

Hofmeyr-Burger;

and Jacques

Fourie with

Evelyn Green.

Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag, with Philip

Kalmonowitz and Ronnie Penn.

Evelyn Green and Cantor Oshy Tugendhaft.

Evelyn Green with Russel Lurie and Helen Heldenmuth.

The three young members of the Youth

Ensemble, Hillel Gruzd; Adam Moritz; and

Daniel Levine.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS  

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

IF ISRAELI Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin had not been
assassinated 15 years ago - on November 4, 1995 - would
Israel be at peace with a Palestinian state as its neigh-
bour and experiencing cordial relationships with the
Arab world? 

Some Israelis say it would be the case - that Rabin was
on the right path with Palestinian partner, Palestinian
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat, with whom he
shared the Nobel Peace Prize together with current
Israeli President Shimon Peres; that his murderer sabo-
taged the “peace process” to such an extent that it never
recovered. 

Others say peace with the Palestinians was - and
remains - impossible: Rabin’s endorsement of the Oslo
Accords was a reckless ticket to an abyss and had to be
stopped, even if Israelis were horrified at the actual act
of his murder.

We will never know. Leaders who die for a cause tend
to be idealised - even deified - or demonised. But the
question: “What would he have done?”, remains intrigu-
ing. 

The trauma of his murder, as he left a peace rally in
Tel Aviv, reverberated worldwide in all its horror. Jews
and Israelis have the precise moment or location where
they heard the news seared into their memories. 

Initial anger that the killer must be Arab, turned to
astonishment when an Israeli Jew, Yigal Amir, opposed
to the Oslo process, was arrested. Fractures in Israeli
society caused by this event have never healed.

US President Bill Clinton’s eulogy to Rabin, delivered
with grief etched on his face and broadcast to billions
worldwide, ended with the Hebrew words: “Shalom,
chaver” (“goodbye, friend”). 

For years afterwards, these words were emblazoned
on Israeli posters, bumper stickers and other places;
public squares, streets and institutions were named
after him. Yigal Amir languishes in jail.
Overwhelmingly, Israelis condemn his act, if not his
cause.

We had our own political killing in this country of a
“peacemaker”: SA Communist Party leader, the charis-
matic  Chris Hani, whose assassination in 1993 almost
plunged South Africa into a racial bloodbath. 

Only the rapid intervention of other, powerful leaders
- such as Tokyo Sexwale - defused the situation and pre-
vented the simmering racial pot from boiling over. We
must be ever grateful to them: Hani was much beloved
and their outrage at his murder must have been almost
uncontainable. 

Hani’s killers were right-wing politician Clive Derby-
Lewis and Polish immigrant Janusz Walus. The ailing
Derby-Lewis -  he is 74 - has quite some time been trying
to be released on parole, having spent 15 years in jail so
far, but his attempts have largely been stymied by Hani’s
family.

Fortunately for us, Hani’s assassination did not sabo-
tage our “peace process”; we are living in the democrat-
ic South Africa he believed in, even if it contains many
warts which need sorting out.

After the historical handshake with Yasser Arafat in
1993, Rabin said: “We who have fought against you, the
Palestinians, we say to you today, in a loud and a clear
voice: ‘Enough of blood and tears... enough!’”

Tragically, the blood and tears - and the hatred - con-
tinue. Since then we have seen endless Palestinian ter-
rorism against Israelis, 8 000 Hamas rockets hurled at
Israeli civilians after Israel’s Gaza withdrawal, the sec-
ond Lebanon War, Israel’s Operation Cast Lead in Gaza,
the strengthening of worldwide radical Islam with its
unbending hatred of Israel, Iranian threats – including
nuclear - to Israel from an Iranian president who
announces his hostile intentions to the entire world; and
on and on...

Within Israel, political rifts seem as, or even more,
severe than they were in 1994. The differences between
Abba Eban representing Israel’s foreign relations in
Rabin’s era, and current foreign minister Avigdor
Lieberman are so stark as to beggar belief. Is this possi-
bly a true illustration of today’s situation? 

The “peace camp” is so discredited as to be almost
moribund. Most Israelis want peace, but believe it is
impossible in the foreseeable future.

Could Rabin - the general turned peacemaker - have
changed or prevented any of this if Yigal Amir’s gun had
jammed? We will never know. What we know is that we
can never give up the search for peace. 

A cynical truism comes to mind: “He who doesn’t
believe in miracles is not a realist.”

Hopefully, leaders will arise on both sides who can
achieve what seems so far-fetched.

Chris Hani and
Yitzhak Rabin

SO RESIGNED have I become to the
notion - more than just a notion real-
ly - that “The Arts” are hopelessly
caught up in a left-liberal ideological
stranglehold, that Howard Jacob-
son’s receipt of the Man Booker Prize
for his latest novel The Finkler
Question, came as a real surprise. 

This is not at all because Jacobson
is at all a right-winger, or even a
neo-conservative. Actually, he is
very much a staunch traditional lib-
eral, broad-minded, tolerant, open
to questioning his own beliefs and
sceptical of all ideologies that are
too sure of their own indisputable
rightness. 

The problem with Jacobson is that
he is a Zionist. He himself would
probably not categorise himself as
such, being in his own estimate
essentially a cultural Jewish free-
thinker who dislikes being pigeon-
holed, but the UK’s vociferous anti-
Israel lobby would have no doubts
on that score. 

Jacobson has very publicly taken
a stand against the demonisation (as
opposed to reasonable, measured
criticism) of Israel, most notably at
the time of the Gaza incursion last
year when levels of anti-Israel vitri-
ol rose to frenzied new highs.

His eloquent appeal to reason, in
which he exposed beyond dispute
how far the slippage from mere anti-
Zionism as a political belief to
unabashed old-style Jew-hatred had
progressed, automatically turned
him into pariah in leftist circles.
Still, this alone should not have mil-
itated too strongly against his
receiving the Man Booker. 

He has long been regarded as one
of the country’s foremost novelists,
indeed ever since the publication of
his acclaimed debut novel Coming
from Behind in 1984. What really
makes the award so unexpected is
that The Finkler Question  features
what must be the most devastating
demolition to date of hard-line
Jewish anti-Zionists who flaunt and
exploit their Jewish origins in order
to more effectively denounce Israel.

Sam Finkler, one of the book’s
central characters, is a member of
“ASHamed Jews”, a Jewish anti-
Zionist group that meets regularly
(in Jacobson’s words) “to dissociate
itself from Israel, urge the boy-
cotting of Israeli goods, and other-
wise demonstrate a humanity in
which they consider Jews who are
not ASHamed to be deficient”. 

The fact that such individuals are
profoundly hostile to other Jews
who do not go along with their pro-
gramme, is far from incidental. For
Jacobson, it goes to the heart of
what is really motivating them. 

Are ASHamed Jews really driven
by moral outrage over what is hap-
pening in the Middle East, or are
there darker, more deep-rooted psy-
chological factors at play? 

Writing in the Jewish Chronicle,
Jacobson suggests that they are hid-
ing behind Israel as a way – a cow-
ardly one – of expressing their anti-
Jewishness. 

Such Jew-hatred “is barely dis-
guised, not in what they say about
Israel but in the contempt they show
for the motives and feelings of fel-
low-Jews who do not think as they
do”. He himself has little doubt that
half the time, an ASHamed Jew is in
reality “battling his psychic daddy
and not his psychic homeland”, even
if it is necessary to take his pro-
nouncements at face value for pur-
poses of debating the issues. 

With impressive insight, Jacob
recognises that Israel itself - the
objective reality of what it is and
what it does - has become irrelevant.
Instead, it is a projected, abstract
idea of Israel that has been generat-
ed, one that “exists only poetically,
in the imaginations of those who

cannot adequately describe them-
selves without it” and which is used
as a vehicle through which such
individuals can attack, as Jews, the
Jewish establishment from which
they feel so alienated. 

Israel has been reconstructed as a
kind of deeper metaphor, for many
Jews, and non-Jews as well, becom-
ing “a figure of speech, the occasion
for wild and whirling words, a pre-
text for bottling up or setting loose
emotions which originate some-
where else entirely”.

Puncturing the moralistic grand-
standing of radical anti-Israel Jews
is far from easy. Certainly angry
polemics, far from shaming and
exposing them, tend instead to ele-
vate their public stature as well as
their already inflated self images. 

The anti-Zionist lobby lauds them
as victims of Zionist bully-boy tac-
tics who nevertheless continue to
bravely speak truth to power. In
addition ASHamed Jews – the South
African equivalent would be the
Ronnie Kasrils-led Not in my Name
crowd - love adopting the pose of
injured innocents cruelly excoriated
for their principled beliefs by their
less enlightened Jewish brethren. 

It feeds into a certain Messianic,
martyr complex that is fuelled in
turn by the automatic equation on
the Left of victimhood with virtue.

Jacobson’s achievement has been
to deflate the pretensions of this
small but noisy and visible Jewish
fringe through humour and satire.
Here, he has been able to bring to
bear his considerable talents as a
comic writer and his coining of the
term “ASHamed Jews” may well
prove to be as enduring an achieve-
ment as Tom Wolfe’s celebrated
“Radical Chic” jibe. 

In his famous 1970 essay “Radical
Chic: That Party at Lenny’s”, Wolfe
memorably exposed the pretentious,
insincere and self-promoting identi-
fication by members of liberal-left
white high society with radical, pro-
foundly illiberal leftwing causes. 

In Jacobson’s latest acclaimed
offering, the smug posturing of the
“I am a Jew, but…” brigade has been
similarly laid bare. For those who
have exhibited such presumptuous
moral arrogance and delusions of
their own importance, such well-
aimed mockery must be galling in
the extreme. We can only hope so. 

BARBARIC
YAWP
David Saks

The Jew who ‘battles
his psychic daddy’

SUE FISHKOFF 

ED ROSENTHAL has been working to legalise mari-
juana in California since he moved to the state in 1972.

On November 2, California voters will consider
Proposition 19, a ballot initiative to legalise the culti-
vation and possession of small amounts of marijuana
for recreational use.

Medical marijuana has been legal in California
since 1996, and is legal now in 13 other states and the
District of Columbia. But if Prop 19 passes - recent
polls show opposition and support running neck and
neck - California will become the first state to legalise
pot for general use.

Plenty of Jews are throwing their weight behind
the initiative.

"This has been a long time coming," said Rosenthal,
66, a longtime marijuana activist and the author of
books on everything from growing the herb to avoid-
ing jail time.

Rosenthal, a columnist for High Times magazine,
makes no secret of his own marijuana use, saying he
smokes it, drinks it, eats it and puts drops of it under
his tongue. He no longer grows the stuff, however, act-
ing now as a consultant, developer of a new herbicide
and an organic pesticide, and executive director of
Green Aid, a medical marijuana legal defence and
education fund.

"Jews have a special affinity to marijuana," he
mused. "It’s an intellectual drug, not a drug that takes
you outside your senses like alcohol or opiates. And a
lot of marijuana research comes out of Israel." (JTA)

Plenty of Jews on board California’s
bid to legalise marijuana

Activist Ed Rosenthal, shown in an undated photo in a

marijuana greenhouse, says “Jews have a special affinity

to marijuana”. (PHOTO COURTESY ED ROSENTHAL)


