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(PHOTO: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

FEATURE: Thrupps

Illovo / 10-11

CHANUKAH WITH AN SA
CALABASH FLAVOUR

Angry rejection of Glick’s

views on SA / 12-13



2 SA JEWISH REPORT 26 November - 03 December 2010

Advertisements and editorial copy from 

outside sources do not neccessarily reflect 

the views of the editors and staff.

KASHRUT
The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

NK Non-Kosher       K Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Published by 

S A Jewish Report (Pty) Ltd, 

PO Box 84650, 

Greenside, 2034

Tel: (011) 023-8160

Fax: (086) 634-7935

Printed by Caxton Ltd 

EDITOR - Geoff Sifrin

geoff@sajewishreport.co.za

Sub-Editor - Paul Maree

Senior Reporter - Rita Lewis

rita@sajewishreport.co.za 

Sports Editor - Jack Milner

jackmilner@telkomsa.net

Books Editor - Gwen Podbrey

Arts Editor - Robyn Sassen

robyn@sajewishreport.co.za

Youth Editor - Alison Goldberg

alison@sajewishreport.co.za

Cape Town correspondent

Moira Schneider: 021-794-4206

Pretoria correspondent 

Diane Wolfson: 082-707-9471

MANAGER: SALES AND DISTRIBUTION

Britt Landsman

britt@sajewishreport.co.za

Sales Executives - (011) 023-8160

Britt Landsman: 082-292-9520

Manuela Bernstein: 082-951-3838

Freelance Sales Executive 

Marlene Bilewitz & Assoc: 083-475-0288

Classified Sales

jrclassified@global.co.za

Design and layout

Frankie Matthysen 

Nicole Cook

Website

www.sajewishreport.co.za

Ilan Ossendryver

IC-Creations

ilan@ic-creations.com

Subscription enquiries

Avusa Publishing (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 0860-13-2652 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stan Kaplan (Chairman) 

Issie Kirsh (Deputy Chairman), Marlene 

Bethlehem, Russell Gaddin, Norman

Lowenthal, Bertie Lubner, 

Benjy Porter, Herby 

Rosenberg, Howard 

Sackstein, Jason Valkin.

PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
VAYEISHEV
Rabbi Larry Shain, 
Ohr Somayach, Glenhazel

IN PARSHAT Vayeishev, we
find the infamous sale of Yosef
to Egypt. The Torah tells that
Yosef shared his dreams with
his brothers, dreams that con-
veyed his supposed superiority
to them and of course they were
met with much resentment. 

His approach perhaps lacked
the necessary diplomacy, al-
though the sages tell us that the
dreams were indeed a portent
for the future, when Yosef
would play an important role of
leadership within the family
structure and will ultimately
express itself in a leadership
role at the time of the redemp-
tion of the Jewish people.

The brothers too had a legiti-
mate rationale; they sensed a
threat to the stability of the
Jewish people: a renegade
leader attempting to usurp the
“throne” and judged it - incor-
rectly it turns out - as delin-
quent and selfish; they took the
necessary steps of judgement
and reluctantly sold him to the
passing caravan of Ishmaelites
carrying spices on their way
down to Egypt.

In this account of the cara-
van, the Torah tells us the seem-

ingly unnecessary detail of the
contents of their “transport”;
spices, balsam and lotus… For
what reason do we have to know
this? We know that the Torah
does not expend an unnecessary
word or even letter and there-
fore, of what consequence is it
that we should be informed of
their load?

Rashi addresses this question
and tells us of Hashem’s con-
cern for the tzaddik; that it was
unusual for these Arab mer-
chants to carry anything other
than Neft and Itran, foul-
smelling substances and that
out of concern for Yosef’s situa-
tion, Hashem ensured that the
contents of their parcel should
contain nothing harmful in any
way.

The question still begs: It is
understandable that this parcel
should not contain anything

Trust in G-d allowed Yosef to cope

A warm kiss of love

injurious to Yosef, but why
pleasant-smelling? Would we
expect Yosef to notice? Surely
this would be of no interest to
him whatsoever? Does a person
notice a sweet smell when he
fears for his life?

The answer is yes, Yosef
notices. The way of the tzaddik
is to recognise that everything
in his life and circumstances is
engineered by Hashem and for
his benefit. Yosef immediately
understood that his passage to
Egypt was the doing of Hashem
and not of his brothers; they
were merely the vehicle where-
by the will of Hashem be ful-
filled. 

With this strong sense of trust
in the Creator of the universe,
he was calm and had his wits
about him and was thus
equipped to “enjoy the ride” and
to appreciate the accompanying
circumstances.

We are all constantly besieged
with the challenges of life;
pleasant and often not-so-pleas-
ant… with the appropriate atti-
tude, we are able to “go with the
flow” and appreciate all that is
good that surrounds us at all
times…

November 26/19 Kislev

November 27/20 Kislev

Vayeishev

Starts Ends

18:15 19:18 Johannesburg

18:10 20:17 Cape Town

18:15 19:15 Durban

18:20 19:32 Bloemfontein

17:41 19:48 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:36 East London

Chanukah Candle-lighting

December 1/24 Kislev until

December 9/2 Tevet

Starts Ends

December 1 24 Kislev

Erev Chanukah

December 2 25 Kislev

Light one candle

December 3 26 Kislev

Light two candles

December 4 27 Kislev

Light three candles before Shabbat 

December 5 28 Kislev

Light four candles after havdalah

December 6 29 Kislev

Light five candles

December 7 30 Kislev

Light six candles

December 8 1 Tevet

Light seven candles

December 9 2 Tevet 

Light eight candles

Three-year-old Shneur Zalman Abeshouse, perched comfortably on his dad Reuven’s shoulders, gives the new Torah a welcoming kiss, at the recent

inauguration of the first proudly South African Torah, hosted at Chabad House in Savoy.  (PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)  SEE STORY PAGE 6.
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STAFF REPORTER

THE CITY of Johannesburg’s mem-
ber of the mayoral committee,
Christine Walters, denies she is
anti-Semitic.

This follows an outcry over her
trying to close down the Baal Shem
Tov Shul in Eighth Street, Orange
Grove across the road from where
she lives, stating that they are oper-
ating without permission as a place
of worship.

Walters, who was in Germany for
city council business last week, this
week responded to the issue by say-
ing the matter was “a difference of
opinion on an urban development
issue between neighbours”, which
had not been resolved over a long
period of time, despite there being
attempts to resolve it through
“legally recognised processes”. 

Walters said she wanted to take
the opportunity to “reject outright”
any association of this matter with
anti-Semitic sentiments on her part.

“In this regard, I wish to submit
that I have many close relationships
with persons from the Jewish com-
munity over many years. I have also
been supportive of entrepreneurial
initiatives by Jewish business peo-
ple and social organisations,” she
said. 

These kind of tensions happened
“all the time in our communities”,
she said, especially when it came to
parking in confined and limited
spaces, she asserted.

“We all, however, expect easy
access to our own properties. It is
not uncommon that people get into
arguments about parking at shop-
ping malls and busy inner city
areas. Fortunately, in this case, we

have recourse to a legal, municipal
process that is currently underway,
and which is not personal,” she said.

Last week, Floyd Shivambu,
spokesman for the ANC Youth
League and ANC activist, Mpho
Tsedu, attended a Friday night serv-
ice at the shul, in support of keeping
the shul operating.

Rabbi Gavin Michal, an anti-
apartheid activist, who was a guest
speaker at Oliver Tambo’s funeral,
and who runs the shul, asked the
ANC for assistance when the
Council’s town-planning tribunal
turned down its application for con-
sent use, citing insufficient parking
and the fact that there had been no
application for the relaxation of
parking bylaws.

Michal claims services are only
held for 45 minutes a day, from
Monday to Friday from 06:45 to 07:30

and from 18:00 to 19:00 on Friday
nights, as well as from 09:00 to 12:30
on Saturdays. 

Said Shivambu: “South Africa
belongs to all – this is characteristic
of the ANC and its Freedom Charter.
This is not the first time I am inter-
acting with the Jewish community.
When I was at Wits University I
interacted with the South African
Union of Jewish Students in our
struggle against apartheid. 

“We mobilised the Jewish commu-
nity to help us. However, we need to
economically liberate our people
and we need to transform econom-
ics. We need greater participation
from other communities,” he said.

Mpho Tsedu, son of former City
Press editor-in-chief, Mathata
Tsedu, said he was at the service
because the recent general council
meeting of the ANC concluded that
there was not enough interaction
with people in minority groups.

“I know the Jewish community
and its traditions; I visited Poland,
courtesy of the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies, and saw
the atrocities of the Holocaust when
I participated in the March of the
Living. 

“We all need to learn lessons from
one another. I know more about the
Jewish community than it knows
about ours. You need to know our
traditions and we are inviting you do
so,” he said, adding that he had seen,
“with my own eyes”, the gas cham-
bers.

“I did not see it on National
Geographic or on the History
Channel. I was exposed to it person-
ally,” he said.

Tsedu said he was encouraging
the Jewish community to do the
same.

“We want South African Jewry to
be seen in national activities. As an
ANC activist, I am extending the
hand of friendship to the Jewish
community.”

Rabbi Michal, said the attendance
of the two guests “heartened the
Jewish community and world
Jewry”.

He added: “I realise that political-
ly it is difficult for you to be here,
and I thank you.” 

The shul has been operating for
16 years. Walters moved in about
eight years ago and started com-
plaining about congregants parking
on her side of the road – even
though it was completely legal to do
so. But for the ake of peace and good
neighbourliness, Michal asked his
congregants to park only on the
shul’s side of the street.

However, a new congregant, who
did not know the situation, parked
on the other side, although not in
front of Walters’s driveway. It is
alleged Walters called the metro
police to tow the car away. They left
after seeing that there had been no
transgression of the law.

When Walters discovered that the
shul was operating without consent
use, she started procedures to close
it down. 

The shul then applied for consent.
There were only two objections: one
from the Orange Grove Ratepayers’
Association, which later withdrew
its objection, and one from an archi-
tect, who does not live in the area. 

Seven immediate neighbours all
signed letters of approval for the
synagogue to continue operating
and said they had no problem with
parking.

It is alleged that Walters had not
followed procedures in lodging her
objection, jumping the queue to
lodge her complaint with a senior
official.

• In last week’s story on the shul
issue, we said a congregant had
parked in front of Walters’ drive-
way. This was incorrect. He had
merely parked on her side of the
street, but not in front of her drive-
way.

Complaining councillor denies
shul issue is anti-Semitic

The Baal Shem Tov Shul in Orange Grove.



4 SA JEWISH REPORT 26 November - 03 December 2010

PAULA SLIER

THEY CAME, they saw, they con-
quered, and in their wake they left
a thrilled Israeli audience who
watched the invigorating rendition
of George Gershwin’s Folk Opera,
“Porgy and Bess”. This despite an
impassioned plea by Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu for the
group not to perform in Israel.

The demand for tickets was so
great that they were sold out before
the opera company had arrived.

The Cape Town Opera Company
(CTO) in the process of coming and
“conquering” Israel on the cultural
front, made a host of friends -
Israeli as well as Palestinian - and
made it clear that as a cultural
group they would not heed any
political boycott calls. It also has to
be kept in mind that Gershwin stip-
ulated Porgy and Bess had to be
performed by a cast “of colour”.

A handful of protesters tried to
disrupt the performance, but they
were drowned out by the Porgy fans
who came to see a world class per-
formance. And, as the saying goes, a
good time was had by all.

Michael Williams, general man-
ager of the CTO in an interview in
Israel, where they performed the
opera in Tel Aviv, said: “The rela-
tionship with the Israeli Opera

Company began a few years ago
when we were introduced to them
by someone who had seen us per-
form in Malmo, Sweden.”

He said he received a letter from
Archbishop Tutu “asking us to can-
cel the tour, but we had made com-
mitments with Israel and with our
cast and with the people who were
bringing us here.   

“It is fair to say that the situation
in Israel is fairly complex. The
Archbishop is entitled to his opin-
ions but as an arts organisation we
are not political.”

Omar Barghouti, founder of the
Palestine Campaign for the
Academic and Cultural Boycott of
Israel (PACBI) took an opposing
view from Ramallah: “PACBI has
called for a total boycott of Israeli
institutions that are complicit in
maintaining Israel’s apartheid and
occupation. So, refusing to come to
Israel is not heroic, actually. It’s a
moral obligation (not to come).  

“It is immoral for any artistic
group to violate the Palestinian cul-
tural boycott against Israel. The
South Africans know what
apartheid is; so it’s beyond
immoral. It’s shameful.”

Sidney Shapiro, general director
of Telfed, the Israel office of the SA
Zionist Federation, when asked
whether Telfed had been involved

in the CTO’s coming to Israel, said:
“It came about as a result of
Archbishop Tutu’s declaration to
boycott Israel and from what we
understand, he pleaded with the
Cape Town Opera not to undertake
this tour and it reminded us of the
‘Boycott Divestment and Sanctions’
(BDS) movement where they tried
to boycott Israeli goods and we
thought that this was similar
because they were trying to boycott
Israel through culture and not eco-
nomics.

“Archbishop Tutu accused Israel
of all sorts of apartheid actions but
there is no comparison. We have
Arabs in our parliament. One of
our major hospitals has over 50 per
cent of beds occupied by
Palestinians.” 

A common remark among
Israelis of all stripes was: “If they
want to boycott Israel, they should
boycott everything, including the
blood test developed in Israel that
shows the presence of cancer.

Sibongile Mngoma, who plays
Bess, was asked whether she had
had any conflict in her mind when
she agreed to come to Israel. “I can
safely say that I am pleased with the
decision that we chose to come,
because we need to break barriers.
We need to make new friendships. 

“If you check the audience
responses you can tell that it does
not matter what the political issues
are, the audiences were laughing,
they were crying, they were clap-
ping loudly. They were on their feet,
they are excited because that is
what art does to people.”

They came, they saw,
they conquered Israel

RITA LEWIS

COLIN KURSMAN who
was a prominent and
much-loved member of
the Jewish community,
died last week, a month
before his 65th birthday.

Although he grew up in
the Jeppe area of Johan-
nesburg and was school-
ed locally, he spent some
time as a pupil at the
Yeshiva College in Glen-
hazel. It was there that he nurtured
an interest in Judaism and formed a
lifelong friendship with many con-
gregants of Yeshiva’s shul.

In his later years he was one of
the trustees of the Jeppe Shul.

At the age of 18, Kursman joined
the police in an honorary capacity
and over the years rose to the rank

of Brigadier-General, and also
served as a reservist. 

He became, and was for
many years, the highest rank-
ing Jewish member of the
South African Police Force,
with his service with them
being around 47 years.

Prior to reaching that posi-
tion, Kursman was the direc-
tor of the Provincial Head
Reserve Service Gauteng and
the previous chairman of the
International Police Associa-

tion in the region. 
Kursman had a photographic

memory and could remember any
names and faces – therefore being a
source of fear for the criminals at
large, as he was more often than not
able to find the missing links in the
chains of perpetrators.

As crime grew increasingly ram-

pant, he made himself available to
all the Jewish organisations which
were able to make use of his vast
knowledge of security methods.

Isla Feldman of the South Africa
Zionist Federation said that
Kursman was an absolute gem,
always willingly giving of his time,
advice and knowledge when it came
to the security of community func-
tions and events, no matter what
their size.

Marcia Parness reiterated Feld-
man’s words, saying Kursman had
a wealth of knowledge about all and
any security issues and was always
willing, available (and often pres-
ent) to help out at any Jewish com-
munity function – especially those
of Mancob – the umbrella organisa-
tion of all Zionist organisations of
South Africa: IUA, JNF, SAZF,
WIZO, and the Jewish youth move-
ments and also Maccabi.

Kursman’s wife Gilda died sever-
al years ago and the couple have
two children, a son Darren and a
daughter Melanie Lacob who lives
in Glenhazel.

Colin Kursman

who died

recently.

Service that was Colin 
Kursman’s driving force
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LIONEL SLIER

IN THE Second World War Jews in
the South African forces fought in
Abyssinia, Egypt, Libya and Italy
and made “a significant contribu-
tion”, Mo Skikne told the United
Zionist Luncheon Club in Johan-
nesburg last week,

“In 1939 there were 100 000 Jews
in South Africa and 10 000 joined up,
of which 600 were women who were
in the auxiliary forces and also the
nursing sectors.  

Skikne was introduced by the
president of the Luncheon Club,
Lou Friedman who served with the
24th Bomber Squadron “Up North”
during the Second World War.
Friedman said that his group had
initiated what he called “The Dauntless 18”,
referring to the formation which the
squadron used on their bombing missions.

Skikne, who admitted to have a fascina-
tion with war history, said training camps in
South Africa were at Sonderwater, Wonder-
boom and Roberts Heights (later Voor-
trekkerhoogte) in the (then) Transvaal, as
well as in Cape Town and Durban.”

The troops were shipped north from
Durban to their first campaign which was
against the Italians in Abyssinia, but the
Italians did not have the stomach for a fight
and surrendered. 

The South African soldiers then moved
on to Egypt where with the Allied forces -
British, Australian, New Zealand and
Indian - they encountered Erwin Rommel
and his Afrika Corps Panzer divisions. 

At Tobruk the Germans captured many
Allied soldiers including 700 South
Africans, who were taken as prisoners-of-
war to Italy, Czechoslavakia and Germany.

Skikne said he had an uncle and a cousin
in the 3rd Transvaal Scottish Regiment who
were captured and taken to Czechoslavakia.
His cousin, Issy Sacks, was a good soccer
player and had a reasonably soft time but
his uncle, Issy Sher, was made to work in the
coal mines and was affected for the rest of
his life by the coal dust.

In 1942, General Bernard Montgomery
took over command of the British Eighth
Army and everything changed. Mont-
gomery built up his forces, his supplies and
his ammunition. When he attacked at El
Alamein, he opened with artillery fire on
the German minefields and later the Allies
broke through and Rommel withdrew. 

Rommel was actually a brilliant general
and tank commander in the class of Heinz
Guderain and he and Guderain were great
tacticians. Guderain fought on the Russian
front and had developed the blitzkrieg tech-
nique, which entailed that, after a break-
through, his massed tanks would turn
around and fire on the enemy from behind.

In Africa the Allies pushed the Germans
back through Libya, Tunisia and Algeria
and when the American forces landed at
Casablanca in North Africa, the Germans
were defeated - 200 000 prisoners were taken.
This was a turning point in the war.

Jews were prominent in the infantry,
artillery and armoured car brigades; they
were sappers, in signals and, of course, in
medical units. 

“Let me mention Dr Jack Penn who was a
leading plastic surgeon and Dr Lester
Brown, a top dental surgeon. Also there was
Dr Louis Babrow, the Springbok rugby play-
er.”

There were also many Jews in the South
African Air Force and prominent were Isie
Maisels who later became a top advocate
who defended Nelson Mandela in the
Treason and Rivonia trials. 

Maisels won a DFC as did Trevor Sussman
and Cecil Margo. Margo went on to help
build the Israeli Air Force in the 1948 War of
Independence. 

“Then there were the Entertainment
Corps,” said Skikne. Two of the best known
were Sydney James, who went on to attain
fame in the British “Carry On” comedy
films and Skikne’s own cousin, Larry
Skikne (Lawrence Harvey) whom James dis-
liked and once tried to beat up. 

Bertha Egnos, the stage producer, was a
drum major in the Women’s Auxiliary band. 

There was a poignant and stirring inter-
lude at the luncheon when Lou Friedman
produced five medals which he had won dur-
ing his service with the air force in the war.

Skikne spoke about the many decorations
Jews won in the various South African
forces: 143 Jews were mentioned in
despatches; two won the Distinguished
Service Medal; seven won the Order of the
British Empire; 20 were awarded the
Member of the British Empire; 14 won the
Military Cross; 16 the Distinguished Flying
Cross; one the Airman First Class Medal; 22
the Military Medal; two the Distinguished
Flying Medal; and four the British Empire
Medal. 

On South African Jewish casualties he
said 357 were killed in action or died on
duty; 360 were wounded or injured on duty;
one woman, Sylvia Jocum, was killed on
duty.

“As far as I am concerned, South African
Jews participated in the war because of
Hitler. They were among Jews from around
the world who went to fight and if need be, to
sacrifice themselves, to help destroy the
Nazi regime,” said Skikne. 

Chaplain Ittamar Rom conducting Chanukah serv-

ice in Italy with South African Jewish soldiers.
(PHOTOGRAPH REPRINTED FROM THE JEWS IN SOUTH

AFRICA BY RICHARD MENDELSOHN AND MILTON SHAIN,

WITH KIND PERMISSION)

Benny Shain, one of

357 South African

Jewish volunteers

who fell during the

Second World War.
(PHOTOGRAPH

REPRINTED FROM THE

JEWS IN SOUTH AFRICA

BY RICHARD

MENDELSOHN AND

MILTON SHAIN, WITH

KIND PERMISSION)

Jews did their duty
and more in Second
World War

HIGHLANDS NORTH/NEW RELEASE HIGHLANDS NORTH/NEW RELEASE HIGHLANDS NORTH/NEW RELEASE 

SANDRINGHAM RENOVATOR’S DELIGHT 

HOT LIST - FOR SALE 

BAGLEYSTON: 4 bed, 3 bath, garden 

cluster. From R1,6 mil

GLENHAZEL: 4 bed, 2 bath, family home.

From R2,2 mil

FAIRMOUNT: 3/4 bed, 2 bath, garden, pool

and more, family home. From R2,5 mil

SYDENHAM: 4 bed, 4 recep, 2 bath, pool,

garden and more. From R1,5 mil

SYDENHAM: 4 bed, 2 bath, garden, pool

and cottage. From R1,5 mil

ORANGE GROVE: 3 bed, 2 bath.

From R650 000

ORANGE GROVE: 3 bed, 2 bath, pool 

and more. From R800 000

SEE WEBSITE FOR ALL OUR
PROPERTIES

Excellent position, 3 large n/facing recep,
eat-in kitchen, 4 bed, 2 bath, garden, pool

and staff accom. All for only approx.
R900 000. Hurry!

3 recep, 3 bed, study, eat-in kitchen,
2 bath, lush gardens and pool, with 

outside study or playroom.
Asking R1 499 000.

Will be sold! 

In secure boom, family home, 3 recep, 4
beds, 2 baths, extra studio or guest suite,

stunning entertainment patio, pool and gar-
dens and much more. Offers from R2,8 mil.

Hurry we have interest! 

Ent hall, 2/3 recep, 3 bed, 1 full bath,
kitchen, garden and pool with staff accom
and stunning cottage with tenant, secure

inside parking and more.
R899 000. Hurry will be sold!

2/3 recep, overlooking stunning pool and
secluded garden. 2 spacious bed (space for
3rd or study), modern kitchen, stunning new

floors and finishes and so much more.
Asking R999 000. Call to view today!

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 

Geoff Lees: 082-551-9314

Tel: (011) 885-3742

trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za

www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

SUNNINGDALE 

Stunning family home, in immaculate condi-
tion. Ent hall 3 spacious receptions, all north

facing, 3 large bed, 2 bath (mes), eat-in
kitchen, secure inside parking, staff accom,

pool, garden and so much more. R1 050 000.

SANDRINGHAM FAMILY HOME

Wishing all our family,

friends, clients and the

Jewish Community a Chag

Chanukah Sameach. May

we all merit this Yomtov,

Hashem’s abundant

blessings of health, wealth 

& happiness and may we

merit speedily the light of

Moshiach’s arrival.
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New SA Sefer Torah inaugurated
with song and dance
STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA
LEWIS

THE CELEBRATION and inaugu-
ration of the new totally and proud-
ly South African Sefer Torah held at
Chabad House in Savoy was a mov-
ing mass of humanity from the
beginning to end. 

Hundreds of Jews from all walks
of life came to have the honour of
dancing with the new Torah which
was dedicated to the memory of
Deborah Gien, Gary Lazarus and
Steven Mechanic. 

The beautiful navy blue velvet
Torah cover in which the Torah was
swaddled, was embroidered in gold
with their names.

The pulsating Jewish music (sup-
plied by Jonathan Birin and Levi
Singer), filled the shul, entrance
and outside areas, which were filled
with happy dancing rabbis, their
friends, bochrim and young chil-
dren, all clapping and swaying to
the rhythm of the beat.

For the members of the three

families who sponsored the new
Torah, as well as those who had let-
ters written in memory of family
members and friends, this was a
painful, moving event, yet at the
same time a happy one - after all, it
is not every day that a totally South
African Sefer Torah is available to
dedicate and inscribe the names of
loved ones into.

Many of those involved in the cre-
ation of the Torah, either behind the
scenes or sponsoring it, were there.
Mannie Gien with two of his daugh-
ters, Andy and Nadene, sat away
from the dancing while Neil
Lazarus danced with the Torah ded-
icated to his brother Gary.
Regretfully the parents of Steven
Mechanic live in Australia and were
unable to be present, however his
grandmother Esther Penn cousins
Ronnie Penn and Rivelle and Avram
Hasson represented the family.

The event was the culmination of
some two years’ work by local
sofer/scribe, Yisroel Drutman.

During its creation, the Sefer

Torah had travelled the width and
breadth of South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Namibia and Mozambique, visiting
the country communities where
Jews still have a presence. 

Taken with great care by the
“shomers”, those who travelled
around with this precious cargo,
visiting backwaters and big cities in
search of “lost and forgotten” Jews.

It was also taken to San Diego, US
where South Africans had heard of
its existence and wanted to be
included in the project.

What excitement the arrival of
the Torah caused! It touched the
souls of many Jews there to know
they too could be involved in such a
unique project, despite living so far
away. Many recalled with nostalgia
their lives in South Africa and were
very happy that they were able to
connect with this most moving proj-
ect.

In true Chabad style, this celebra-
tion was an event in a million -
which is not likely to be repeated for
a long, long time.

Belting out the “new Torah” music are Levi Singer, with Jonathan

Birin on the keyboard.

Robert Youngworth with his daughters

Chaya, Tamar and Rifkah.

Neil Lazarus holds the Torah dedicated in

memory of his brother Gary.Sponsor Mannie Gien with his daughters Andy Goldblatt and Nadene Blumenfeld.

Rabbi Dovid Haller shows Guy Michelow the rules of lay-

ing tefillin.

Ha Maor Centre’s Rabbi Levi

Wineberg.

Rabbi Berel Rodal holding his

son Yisroel.

Dov Ber Unterslak with his

daughter Sheina.

Mervyn Gosher with Rabbi

Shlomo Raitport holding his son

Avraham Aaron.

Rabbi Mordechai Rodel of

Chabad of Norwood, talks to

Rabbi Mendel Lipskar, head of

Lubavitch Foundation.

Living it up are Rabbi Dov Rabin of Chabad of Fourways

and two friends.

Rabbi Motti Hadar with his father Yoram and daughter

Zahava.



THAILAND

SHANI Krebs, a former Arcadia boy,
is serving 40 years in a Thai jail hav-
ing been convicted of drug smug-
gling. He has served 16 years and
because there is no extradition
agreement between Thailand and
South Africa, his one hope now is
that if he can become an Israeli citi-
zen, he might be able to spend his
remaining sentence in an Israeli jail.

Krebs in the longest serving pris-
oner from a Western country.

In addition to the difficult condi-
tions under which he is held, Krebs
in recent years started the process of
becoming observant, which adds
further difficulties to his being in a
prison in Thailand. 

“Throughout my imprisonment, I
have carried out Jewish laws and
customs,” Krebs wrote, “I pray three
times a day and keep Shabbat inas-
much as it is possible to do so within
the limitations of the environment
and against the challenges of keep-
ing to the laws of kashrut.” 

Krebs said he felt remorse about
his drug offences, and that he had
undergone complete rehabilitation
in prison.

Rabbi Wilhelm of Chabad in
Thailand, who is in regular contact
with Krebs, approached Israeli
Interior Minister Eli Yishai and
said: “From my weekly visits to the
prison, I have learned how difficult
prison here is. There are tens of
prisoners in each cell, there are no
beds, they are served very little food
and conditions in general are
extremely difficult.

“If prison here is difficult for any
prisoner, it’s a thousand times more
so in Alexander’s case, as he started
keeping mitzvot 10 years ago with-
out any concrete advantage in doing
so. On the contrary, it only makes
life in prison far harder for him.” 

Wilhelm committed to Yishai that
the Chabad movement would spon-
sor Krebs if he came to Israel.

Yishai has acceded to Krebs’
request, and last week approached
the Minister for Internal Security
Yitzhak Aharonowitz, and asked for
his approval - as required by the
extradition agreement - to bring
Krebs to continue serving his sen-
tence in Israel. 

In his letter to Aharonowitz,
Yishai noted: “According to the facts

that have been brought to my atten-
tion, we are talking about a man
who has undergone a major life
change and is no danger to society.
He is imbued with positive energy
and desire to help others.”

It is, however, understood that
Krebs’ transfer to Israel in not yet a
“done deal”. Rabbi Wilhelm wrote:
“I encourage you not to judge him,
but to support him and write to him:
Alexander Krebs, Building 2
Bangkwang, Nonthaburi, Thailand
11000.”

PIKETBERG

From Doreen Goldberg, “‘n
Weeskind se Verhaal” – “An
Orphan’s Story”:

“Esther was about six years old
when she was registered at the
small primary school in Piketberg
by the Klein family, who had adopt-
ed her. With time, she felt that she
was being neglected and that the
Klein children were receiving more
attention than she was. 

“One day, an elderly Coloured
woman who befriended her, told
Esther that the Kleins were not her
biological parents. She took Esther
to the cemetery where her parents
and brothers were buried. She also
told her that if she visited the graves
at night, her parents would talk to
her. So, whenever Esther could slip
out at night she would sit by her par-
ents’ graves and wait.

“One night, when she was 10
years old, she fell asleep on one of
the graves. Early the next morning,
a man was walking past and saw
her. He woke her and asked her why
she was there and who she was. 

“He was from Cape Town and
took her to the hotel where he was
staying. He was told she was a
Jewish orphan living with a Jewish
family who found it difficult to look
after her. He brought her plight to
the attention of the Jewish commu-
nity in Cape Town.”

To be continued.  

PHILLIPOLIS

Continued:

When “Oom Andries” Lubbe died,
Yacob bought his farm when it came
on the market. His grandson, Leslie
Jacobson, went to live there. Leslie’s
son, Benjamin, lived on a neigh-
bouring farm.

“In later years, the Van der Post
family with its 15 children, experi-
enced financial problems and
Yacob’s son, Morris Jacobson,
assisted them through the drought
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and rinderpest years.
When Laurens van der Post, a son,

visited South Africa, he invited Morris
and his daughter, Ros Heller, to tea at
Mount Nelson Hotel, Cape Town.

The Wagon House, where Laurens
van der Post was born, has a varied
history. One of the oldest buildings in
Phillipolis in the early 1900s when
there was still a thriving Jewish com-
munity in the town, it was used as a
synagogue and a boarding school for
Jewish boys, who slept in the loft.

From The SA Jewish Times, August
22, 1997.

AMSTERDAM

“The Dutch anti-immigration and
anti-Islam political leader, Geert
Wilders, is not ‘almost bizarrely
Aryan’ as Rod Liddle states in the arti-
cle ‘Orange Alert’. 

“Wilders’ mother was from a
Jewish-Indonesian family. His hair is
peroxided. These facts, unlike many
about Mr Wilders, are not in dispute.

A letter to “The Spectator”
(London), October 23, 2010.

JOHANNESBURG

From Gerald Meyer:

“I met Hymie Joffe in Nedbank, on the
first floor of the Norwood Mall. After
the usual exchange of pleasantries, he
told me that he had come to collect a
cheque book at the enquiry counter.
When I left the bank Hymie was still in
the slow moving queue.

“Downstairs, I met an old friend and
started talking to him. One inevitably
meets three or four acquaintances
every time one goes to Norwood Mall. 

“Anyway, a few minutes later, I saw
Hymie come down from the lift push-
ing an empty trolley, using it as a
‘walker’ (zimmer frame). I asked him
whether he had received his cheque
book as he passed me; he nodded.

“I continued talking to my friend
and about five minutes later, Hymie
came walking back past me – his face
was white with shock. 

“’You won’t believe this,’ he said as
he passed by me. ‘I’ve been pick-pock-
eted. My cheque book has been stolen.’  

“I offered some sympathy and also
some obvious advice along the lines of
go right away to the bank and tell
them to stop any cheques from his
new cheque book.

“Hymie disappeared into a lift. A
few minutes later he was down again,
walking past me. ‘Did you report it?’ I
asked him. ‘No,’ he replied. As I went
up to the enquiry desk, the girl behind
the counter, said to me, ‘Mr Joffe, you
forgot to take your cheque book’ and
gave it to me!”
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ENTREPRENEUR and philanthropist
Bertie Lubner, member of the SA Jewish
Report board, among other numerous com-
panies and bodies, has received the presti-
gious 2010 Ernst & Young World
Entrepreneur’s Lifetime Achievement
Award.

“I didn’t expect it at all. When I received
the award I just broke down in tears. What
that recognition does is to enable me to
recognise all those in turn who have sacri-
ficed for me - my family and the larger fami-
ly of my executives who have helped me do
what I wanted to achieve.  

“From all my national and international
experiences, I’m writing a book now about
the people and events that have affected my
life. However, there is still not a week that
goes by that I don’t think of my father and
wonder what he would do in my situation
with his wisdom, ethics and morality. 

“My mother, for her part, gave her life to
charitable work, which inspired me to con-
tinue many of the causes which she devoted
her life to.” 

Lubner has no intention of slowing down.
He says he doesn’t know what it means to
retire, but he is cutting out “unimportant
things”. Though he spends most of his time
in South Africa, he travels extensively for
business and family reasons.

In Israel he has a number of interests. He
is one of the vice chairmen of Ben-Gurion
University’s board of governors. BGU
awarded him an honorary doctorate of phi-
losophy in 1987. There is also the Issie
Shapiro Home for the Mentally Disabled in
Ra’anana and a music centre his family
developed in Ofakim in the south of the
country, offering nearly 250 students the
opportunity to receive a musical education.

In the US, he is involved as a member of
the Harvard/Kennedy School Dean’s
Council and in other business activities,

including the fundraising office in New York
of MaAfrika Tikkun. The latter also has
fundraising offices in Sydney and London. 

He, together with the late Chief Rabbi
Cyril Harris, founded the NGO in 1994.
Former President Nelson Mandela is its
patron-in-chief.  

Lubner today is its chairman, with son
Marc, its CEO.

“MaAfrika Tikkun currently feeds,
clothes and mentors 4 500 children and
touches the lives of over 36 000 people in six
communities”.

Lubner spends a fair amount of time on a
public private partnership with the
Department of Trade and Industry and the
Ministry of Economic Development, which
he initiated five years ago and of which he is
an active member.  

There is also his membership of the
Council of Business Leadership, comprising
70 top companies in South Africa, which
interacts with government on major chal-
lenges facing the country.

Amid all this activity, he is intimately
involved with his children and their busi-
ness interests, and obviously with his grand-
children. He enjoys playing golf with his
wife, Hilary, here and when they go abroad. 

Bertie and his brother, Ronnie, as a gift to
the nation when the PG Group celebrated its
100th anniversary, decided to look to add
value to the lives of underprivileged chil-
dren and they formed The Field Band
Foundation, an NGO which offers children
the opportunity to develop their musical and
dance abilities and today caters for over 4 000
children in 31 bands.

Lubner’s credo is simple: You don’t only
live for yourself but for others. Those you
help will help you. By enhancing others’
lives, you enhance your own. 

The E & Y award takes its place alongside
an OMSS, the Presidential Order of
Meritorious Service granted him in 1990.
This was South Africa’s foremost civilian
award at the time, which paid homage to

Lubner’s role in business, the interests of
the country and his direct involvement in
philanthropic and social community proj-
ects.

Lubner studied for a B Com degree at
Wits, after which he joined his father,
Morrie in 1951 as a trainee in the Plate Glass
Group, which Morrie helped found.

After developing the Group’s interests in
seven countries for 14 years, he returned to
South Africa in 1967. He was tasked with the
responsibility of expanding the Group’s
interest in the wood industry and success-
fully launched this area of the business,
both nationally and internationally.

By the early 1990s, the Group operated in
19 countries, employing 23 000 people with a
turnover of over $1 billion. In 1982, Bertie
was appointed chairman, a role he held for
the next eight years.

After 41 years with the Group, Bertie
changed his focus in 1990 to allow him to

undertake a number of new initiatives. He
stepped down as chairman and joint chief
executive of The Plate Glass Group.

He has been a trustee of The Worcester
Home for the Deaf and Blind for many years
and is a patron of the Lubner Kibbutz at
Olifantsfontein near Johannesburg, which
provides a home and a lifestyle opportunity
for the disabled.

Lubner puts his business experience to
good use to advise and participate in organi-
sations such as the Jewish Board of
Deputies of which he is an honorary life
member; of the Institute of Directors of
which he is vice president; president of the
SA Israel Chamber of Commerce; and a
member of the task force, which represents
business and government at the World
Economic Forum.

His award reflects his lifetime attitude in
realising the need to work with people if you
wish to succeed.

Philanthropist Bertie Lubner scoops E&Y award

Bertie Lubner with kids at the MaAfrika Tikkun sports day.
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CHANUKAH, or the Festival of Lights, this
year starts on Wednesday evening, December
1 and continues until Thursday December 9.
This corresponds to the Hebrew dates of
Kislev 24 to Tevet 2. 

Lights should be lit at nightfall and prefer-
ably placed in a window or doorway where
they can be seen as the festival is a celebration
of the victory of the Maccabees over the
Hellenic regime and the rededication of the
Temple in Jerusalem to G-d. It also commem-
orates the miracle of the single flask of oil
found in the Temple that should have burnt
for one day, but continued to do so for eight
days. 

The event happened over 2 000 years ago,
when Israel was ruled by the Seleucids
(Syrian Greeks) who wished to convert all the
Jews and to Hellenise the country. 

Willing to fight to the death to rid their
country of the dominant Seleucids, a small
band of faithful Jews under the leadership of
Judas Maccabee and his brothers, banded
together and against all odds, fought and
defeated one of the mightiest armies on earth. 

In the process they drove the Hellenists
from their land, reclaimed the Temple in
Jerusalem and rededicated it to G-d.

In order to inform everyone of their victory
and to celebrate it, they sought to relight the
Temple’s menorah. However, they managed
to only find a single cruse of olive oil that had
escaped contamination by the Greeks. After
lighting it, the miracle occurred when the
one-day’s supply of oil miraculously contin-
ued to burn for eight days. 

Since then, Jews celebrate “the miracle that
happened then” by lighting the candles of the
eight branched chanukiah for  eight days. 

There is, however, a dispute documented in
the Talmud between two sages (and their
schools of thought and followers), Beis
Shammai and Beis Hillel, as to whether the

custom should be to increase the number of
candles (or vials of oil) each day from one to
eight, or to start with eight and light one less
each day for the eight day period. 

Although the definitive halacha rules
according to Beis Hillel, who argues that we
add a candle each day, the dispute between
the two sages brings to light many insights
into the festival. 

One is that although the Greeks did not
actually destroy the Temple, they contami-
nated it. Chanukah celebrates the return of
holiness to the Temple after the contamina-
tion by the Greeks. 

So, says Beis Hillel, the more successful
method of wiping out darkness, is by
increasing the illumination of Torah every-
where, not by burning away evil, but rather,
by increasing our light as a Torah nation. 

For this reason we increase the number of
candles each night to remind ourselves of
our responsibility as Jews, to steadily
increase the light of Torah knowledge and
understanding in the world. 

Beis Shammai teaches that when Jews
fight the corrupting aspects of the other
world-cultures, either through sacrifices, (or
prayer now that we have no Temple) they
are wiping out their influence on them. 

He believed that we should light the
chanukiah in the same way: starting with
eight and reducing the number of candles
each night. 

In this way, the burning of the flame sym-
bolises the diminishing effect that the nega-
tive forces of the world have on us, such as
by the destruction of the Hellenistic pagan-
ism. 

Both sages agreed that the purpose of
lighting the chanukiah was to rekindle the
light of the triumph over darkness. 

The “battle” between Hillel and Shammai
is still being fought today. In South Africa,
Jews generally follow Beis Hillel and
increase the number of candles each night.

Chanukah – triumph of
light over darkness
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ANTI-SEMITIC INCIDENTS DROP IN AUSTRALIA, REPORT FINDS

SYDNEY - Australia has seen a “dramatic
decrease” in anti-Semitic incidents in the
past year, according to a new report.

The harassment of Jews on their way to
and from synagogue reached a record
high, however, according to the annual
“Report on Anti-Semitism in Australia”
made public on Monday.

The report revealed that 394 anti-
Semitic incidents were recorded from
October 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010 - a
“dramatic decrease” on the previous 12-
month period, when an all-time high of
962 incidents were recorded.

But the 138-page report, which was
tabled on Monday at the annual Executive
Council of Australian Jewry conference,
noted that this year’s tally was still five

per cent above average since 1989, when
the recording of data began in Australia.

“Reports of anti-Semitic incidents are
down, but it’s still 394 too many,” the
report’s author, Jeremy Jones, the direc-
tor of international and community
affairs at the Australia/Israel & Jewish
Affairs Council, told JTA.

Jones also noted that physical attacks
on Australian Jews were the fourth-high-
est on record. Among the “most disturb-
ing” incidents listed was an assault on an
Orthodox man on a train in Melbourne;
the assault of synagogue staff in Sydney
by a man who was later arrested and
charged; and vandalism to synagogue
buildings in Sydney and Melbourne.
(JTA)

MULLEN: IRAN POLICY LIMITED FOR NOW TO SANCTIONS, ENGAGEMENT

WASHINGTON - The US focus on "dia-
logue, engagement and sanctions" in
dealing with Iran is the right focus for
now and military force remains an
option "in the future," the chairman of
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, says.

Admiral Mike Mullen, meeting on
November 17 at the Pentagon with his
Israeli counterpart Gabi Ashkenazi, was
asked about demands by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that the
United States make a "credible military
threat" against Iran to get it to stand
down from its suspected nuclear
weapons programme.

"Right now the focus is on dialogue
and engagement and sanctions," he said.
"The sanctions are actually taking a fair-
ly significant bite, and that's the current
path. We've all been pretty clear here
that all options remain on the table,

including military options, and will - and
will remain on the table in the future."

Ashkenazi agreed: "We still have some
time to watch it and see what will be the
final outcome," he said of the sanctions.

Ashkenazi, who was received with an
honour guard, planned to call in his
meeting with Mullen for a tightening of
the sanctions, sources in his entourage
said, as well as to raise Israeli fears that
Lebanon may implode in violence once a
United Nations report on the 2005 assas-
sination of former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri is released.

The report, expected to be released
soon, is likely to blame Hezbollah for the
killing. Such a conclusion would escalate
international pressure on Lebanon to
make arrests and Ashkenazi is con-
cerned that this could trigger a
Hezbollah takeover of the country. (JTA)

OU CONDEMNS PA STUDY OF WESTERN WALL

JERUSALEM - The Orthodox Union has
condemned a Palestinian Authority
study that says the Western Wall was
never a part of the Temple Mount com-
plex.

"This official government propaganda
is contemptible, historically false and
runs afoul of efforts to achieve peace with
the State of Israel," the OU's director of
public policy, Nathan Diament, said in a
statement on Tuesday. 

"Coming from an official arm of the
Palestinian Authority, it is nothing other
than official incitement."

The paper was prepared by Al-
Mutawakel Taha, a senior official with
the PA Ministry of Information, accord-
ing to The Jerusalem Post.

OU leaders have sent a letter to
President Barack Obama asking that
Taha repudiate such anti-Israel incite-
ment perpetrated by an official arm of
the Palestinian Authority.

According to the study, the Western
Wall, which the Palestinians call Al-
Buraq wall and say is an integral part of
the Al-Aqsa Mosque, is not made of even
one stone from the era of King Solomon.
Taha also wrote that the Jews never used
the site for worship until the Balfour
Declaration of 1917.

“This wall was never part of the so-
called Temple Mount, but Muslim toler-
ance allowed the Jews to stand in front of
it and weep over its destruction,” he
wrote. (JTA)

JEWISH GROUPS CONDEMN EFFORT TO BAN CIRCUMCISION IN SF

SAN FRANCISCO - San Francisco-area
Jewish organisations have condemned a
proposed ballot measure to outlaw Jewish
ritual circumcision in the city.

The Anti-Defamation League, the local
Jewish Community Relations Council, the
Board of Rabbis of Northern California
and the American Jewish Committee,
together issued a statement expressing
“great concern” about the proposed meas-
ure, which would make the practice of
brit milah, or ritual circumcision, on any-
one under the age of 18 a misdemeanour
carrying a $1 000 fine.

“For thousands of years, Jews around
the world have engaged in this important
religious ritual, which is of fundamental
importance in the Jewish tradition," the
statement said. "The organised Jewish
community is deeply troubled by this ini-
tiative, which would interfere with the
rights of parents to make religious deci-
sions for their own families.”

San Francisco resident Lloyd
Schofield is spearheading the effort to
collect enough signatures to get the anti-
bris measure on the ballot next year. At

least 7,100 signatures are needed to qual-
ify. Schofield wants to ban the practice of
male circumcision, including for Jewish
religious purposes; female circumcision
is already illegal. Likewise, Schofield
argues, male circumcision on boys
under the age of consent should be ille-
gal, too.

“People can practise whatever religion
they want, but your religious practice
ends with someone else’s body,” Schofield
said in a recent interview with CBS.

“His body doesn’t belong to his culture,
his government, his religion or even his
parents. It’s his decision.”

While the proposed measure has drawn
international media attention, the Jewish
agencies who condemned the effort, said
they believed any such measure would be
defeated at the ballot box.

“San Francisco has a tradition of
embracing the diversity and respecting
the religious customs of its citizens,” the
joint statement said. “We trust that the
voters of San Francisco will see this pro-
posed initiative as an affront to that tradi-
tion and to their freedom.” (JTA)

MIKE TYSON REPORTEDLY PLANNING KOSHER RESTAURANT CHAIN

NEW YORK - Mike Tyson reportedly is
planning to launch a chain of high-end
kosher restaurants.

The former heavyweight boxing cham-
pion is in talks with businessman Moshe
Malamud, owner of the Franklin Mint
and chairman of the Asian technology
service provider emaimai, to break into
the kosher-food business, the New York

Post reported last Friday.
"They discussed the concept as well as

the name, but nothing was finalised," a
representative of the kosher Manhattan
restaurant Solo, where the men dined,
told the Post.

Tyson decided last spring to begin fol-
lowing a strict vegan diet, which he says
gives him more energy. (JTA)
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