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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The immortality of the Jew
I

THE CONTRAST could not be
more stark. The pendulum rises at
one extreme in the opening por-
tion of this week and swings dia-
metrically the other way to its rad-
ical polar opposite in the next. In
the process, our double portion
spans virtually all of Jewish histo-
ry, from our nation’s entry into
statehood, through the common-
wealth eras and forward into the
exile that followed, that yet lingers
on today.

The first portion “Behar”, deals
with the fullness of Jewish life, a
people firmly set in the comfort
and security of the land of milk
and honey: The cycles of agricul-
ture and the governance of infra-
structure, the Sabbatical and
Jubilee and the myriad laws of
Jewish religious constitutional life
in sovereign Israel.

And then as the saying goes, “the
good things never last”, the rug
pulled from under our feet, as
“B’Chukotai” describes the plung-
ing of a people into the depths of
alienation and exile and an entire-
ly compromised state of existence.

It is at this point that we address
the question of survival. Up until
then, an indigenous people relied
on a homeland that anchored
them. It was now a question of how
long, not if, assimilation and
extinction would set in.

| PARSHOT
P== BEHAR/
&3 B'CHUKOTAI

™ Rev llan Herrmann
Lions Doornfontein Shul

Contrary to all science, statistic
and sociological demographics, the
Jewish people survived, what oth-
ers did not - the maintaining of a
distinct identity, a people that did
not lose their character.

The mould and frame for this
phenomena was a set of teachings,
values and practices (not a select
but all three components para-
mount to the equation).

Culture would come after, in the
centuries and millennia of travel-
ling that were to come, adding lay-
ers of characteristics but never to
equate with, or supersede, the
essential mould and frame, the rev-
elation at Sinai and its accompa-
nied Divine mandate and prescrip-
tion for life.

After the immense dramatic epic
journey, incorporating all the
experiences of life, from the most
exalted to the most downtrodden
and every level in between - (for
within sovereignty there were
mediocre moments and within

harsh exile there were respites) -
before the portion and with it the
book of Leviticus concludes with
the words “Mount Sinai”, (indicat-
ing the revelation), it mentions a
group of laws that are seemingly
disconnected and at variance with
the theme.

When tithing and dedicating a
tenth of one’s cattle to the Temple, it
literally had to be the tenth - the
tenth that passed through the count-
ing booth. The question is asked,
can you exchange the tenth animal?
If it is superior, can you bring an
inferior animal and if it is inferior,
even invalid, can you bring a superi-
or one (a heartier dedication)?

The answer and clearly expressed
in the final Rashi of the portion and
book, says NO! No exchanges.
Hashem divines the to-be selected
animal and it and no other is sancti-
fied. It is the tenth, irrespective of
type and quality.

But why not upgrade if it is a less
favourable, less choice offering?

The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains
that the offering represents the
opportunity to consecrate and to
elevate and raise up to noble and
higher service. If one becomes selec-
tive of what circumstance he will
offer (“only when it’s good”) then he
will eventually come to self-indulge
a good opportunity and choose to
devote to the higher service an infe-
rior selection. This because he will
have begun to discern and calculate
where, what and how it is suitable to

SHABBAT TIMES

May 7/23 lyar
May 8/24 lyar

Behar/B’Chukotai

Starts Ends

17:16 18:06 Johannesburg
17:42 1834 CapeTown
16:59 17:50 Durban

17:19 18:10 Bloemfontein
17:14 18:06 Port Elizabeth
17:06 17:58 East London
devote.

Therein lies the optimal conclu-
sion to the message of Jewish his-
tory and the portions of Behar and
B’Chukotai.

Whether it is a favourable
moment when the fullness of
opportunity beckons, or whether
the exile closes in to constrict and
reduce the expression, we are not
to defer, skip or suspend that
moment in favour of another. For
that moment is our destiny con-
structed of Divine choosing, to be
allotted. It is our portion to be
embraced and offered up.

The ability to do so, to defy any
and every circumstance, that of
persecution and that of uninhibit-
ed freedom and yet to remain
steadfast, is found in the very final
words “Mount Sinai”. The frame
and mould that forms the eternity
of the Jewish identity. The teach-
ings, values and practices. G-d’s
absolute testimony. His gift. Our
privilege. And the secret to the
immortality of the Jew.

Yael Jhirad gives a fascinating account
of life and customs in India
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JEWS HAD been “loved, treasured
and welcomed” in India, but still
held on strongly to their Jewish
identity and love for Israel, Yael
Jhirad, president of WIZO India,
the 2010/2011 women’s biennial
Zionist 2010/2011 campaign. Jhirad
had travelled from Mumbai to assist
with the launch of the campaign.

Jhirad is a traditional member of
the Bene Israel, the original Jewish
settlers who, according to legend,
landed in India around 175 BCE at
the time of King Antiochus, as a
result of a shipwreck.

Shedding light on Jewish life in
her country, Jhirad noted that first
names had always been biblical
ones, while surnames were thought
to have been adopted from the vil-
lages in which they lived. In fact,
these were Hebrew names that had
been corrupted, she said, pointing
out that her own surname,

Jhirad, had been adapted from the
Hebrew word, “yored”, meaning
“to descend”.

The Jews lived closely with the
local Muslim and Hindu communi-
ties, even taking on some of their
customs. At certain synagogues,
for example, footwear was left out-
side and at the henna ceremony the
day before marriage, the Jewish
bride wore green bangles and a
green sari - signifying prosperity
and fertility - as the local Hindu
women do.

Referring to the Hindu custom of
“bindi”, the red dot on the forehead
that married women displayed,
Jhirad said the Jews had never
taken this on as it was a religious
rather than a social custom. When
travelling on a train, however, a
Hindu woman might remark that
her Jewish counterpart had “for-
gotten something” and would pro-
ceed to rectify the mistake.

“We do it so as not to offend,”
Jhirad remarked, “but when we get
off the train, we remove it,” she

Ann Harris;
Yael Jhirad,
president
WIZO India;
and Barbara
Flax, chair-
man BZA-
WIZO, at the
group’s
campaign
launch.

said of the marking.

Jhirad said that the Bene Israel
women had been among the first to
enter professions like nursing and
teaching in India, the latter prefer-
ring to teach in all-girls schools
and becoming principals. A Jewish
woman had been the first female
gynaecologist in the country and
Jewish women had played “a big
role” in its mobile creches.

The community also abided by
the tradition of arranged mar-
riages, though this was “not
forced” as in other communities.
Jhirad herself had known her hus-
band for six days prior to their
nuptials.

The Jews also lived very closely
with the country’s Muslims, she
added. In a particular Jewish
school, still run by the (Jewish
benefactors) Sassoon family, only
10 of the 700 mostly-Muslim stu-
dents were Jewish. Yet, “it follows
the Jewish holidays, curriculum
and the morning song is still ‘Adon
Olam’,” she told the amused gath-

ering.

When she was growing up,
Jewish communities refrained from
eating beef out of respect to the sen-
timents of the local community, she
said, demonstrating the inter-reli-
gious tolerance that has charac-
terised relationships in the country.

Introducing Jhirad, Barbara
Flax, chairman of BZA-WIZO,
described WIZO members as links
in a chain of 52 federations
throughout the world. “Yael is one
of those links.

“She has come here to show us
that we are a united band of women
who support Israel, no matter
where in the world we live, no mat-
ter how different our cultural back-
grounds are, we are proud to call
ourselves Zionist.”

Flax assured the gathering that
pledges made would reach their tar-
gets, whether they be “some child in
a WIZO daycare centre, some
teenager struggling to find
him/herself in a WIZO school or
youth village, some woman who
cannot care for herself or her chil-
dren, some soldier of the Israeli
Defence Forces who has been terri-
bly maimed or disabled and is in
need of recreation and rehabilita-
tion.”

Naomi
Seeff; Ingrid
Seeff and
Yael Jhirad
at the
campaign

4 launch.
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White House charm offensive pays
off: Wiesel says tension is ‘gone’

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

WHEN ELIE Wiesel says it’s all
kosher, it’s good. For now, any-
way.

President Barack Obama
capped an intensive two weeks of
administration make-nice with
Israeli officials and the
American Jewish community by
hosting Wiesel, the Nobel peace
laureate and Holocaust mem-
oirist, for lunch at the White
House.

“It was a good kosher lunch,”
was the first thing Wiesel pro-
nounced, emerging from the
White House to a gaggle of
reporters.

“There were moments of ten-
sion,” Wiesel said. “But the ten-
sion I think is gone, which is
good.”

That echoed Ehud Barak, the
Israeli defence minister, who a
few days earlier told leaders of
the American Jewish Committee
that the “slight disagreements
are behind us”.

The tension and the “slight”
disagreements, of course, were
between the United States and
Israel - and by extension, the
mainstream pro-Israel communi-
ty - and started March 8, when
Israel announced a major hous-
ing start in eastern Jerusalem
during a visit by Vice President
Joe Biden.

Biden rebuked Israel, but it

didn’t stop there. Next came an
extended phoned-in dressing
down from Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and claims by Clinton and other
US officials that Israel had
“insulted” Biden.

Then, when Netanyahu arrived
in Washington to address the
annual American Israel Public
Affairs Committee conference,
Obama all but snubbed the
Israeli leader, agreeing to meet
him only without photo ops.

The pro-Israel community was
virtually unified in its reaction:
Yes, Netanyahu had screwed up,
but this was piling on.

As the recriminations grew
more pronounced, so did con-
cerns about the relationship: Did
this portend a major shake-up?
Was Obama distancing himself
from Israel?

In private, Jewish organisa-
tional leaders reached out to
White House friends and said
whatever you're selling, you need
to explain it before “tensions”
become a full-fledged “crisis”.

There were signs of that, with
messages - some blunt, some
oblique - about the dangers of
pressing Israel on Jerusalem.
The author of one of the mes-
sages, in the form of a full-page
New York Times ad, was Wiesel.

In response to such rumblings -
around the time of Israel
Independence Day, mid-to-late

April - the Obama administra-
tion launched its love assault. If
you were a Jewish organisation,
no matter how particularised,
you would get administration
face time from Clinton (the
American Jewish Committee)
through Attorney General Eric
Holder (the Anti-Defamation
League) down to Chuck Hagel,
the co-chairman of Obama’s
Intelligence Advisory Board
(American Friends of Hebrew
University.)

Clearly there was a checklist
for the speakers:
» Mention that there is “no gap -
no gap” (and say it like that)
between the United States and
Israel when it comes to Israel’s
security. (Jim Jones, the
national security adviser, to the
Washington Institute for Near
East Policy; his deputy, Daniel
Shapiro, to the ADL)
Repeat, ad infinitum, the
administration’s “commitment
to preventing Iran from devel-
oping nuclear weapons.”
(Clinton to the AJC; Dennis
Ross, the top White House offi-
cial handling Iran policy, to the
ADL and just about everyone
else).
Make it clear that while resolv-
ing the conflict would make it
easier to address an array of
other issues, the notion that
Israel is responsible for the
deaths of US soldiers in the
region is a calumny. (Robert

Gates, the defence secretary, at
a news conference with Barak:
“No one in this department, in
or out of uniform, believes
that.” Shapiro to the ADL: “We
do not believe this conflict
endangers the lives of US sol-
diers in Afghanistan and
Iraq.”)
Resolve to resolve differences
“as allies” and don’t forget to
criticise the Palestinians as
well, for incitement and for
recalcitrance in refusing to
come to direct talks (proximity
talks are resuming this week).

« And explain the fundamentals
of what is good about the rela-
tionship: defence co-operation.

The most pronounced evi-
dence of this approach was in
the ADL’s double whammy: The
civil rights group got two speech-
es from two officials, Ross and
Shapiro, who had not spoken
publicly since taking their jobs
in the administration. Each was
in a position to go into detail
about the details of the defence
relationship, Ross handling the
Iran perspective, and Shapiro
handling Israel and its neigh-
bours.

“We have reinvigorated
defence co-operation, including
on missile defence, highlighted
by the 1 000 US service members
who travelled to Israel to partici-
pate in the Juniper Cobra mili-
tary exercises last autumn,”
Shapiro said.

“We have intensive dialogues
and exchanges with Israel - in
political, military and intelli-
gence channels - on regional
security issues and counterter-
rorism, from which we both ben-
efit, and which enable us to co-
ordinate our strategies whenever
possible.

“We have redoubled our efforts
to ensure Israel’s qualitative mil-
itary edge in the region, which
has been publicly recognised and
appreciated by numerous senior
Israeli security officials. And we
continue to support the develop-
ment of Israeli missile defense
systems, such as Arrow and
David’s Sling, to upgrade Patriot
missile defence systems first
deployed during the Gulf War,
and to work co-operatively with
Israel on an advanced radar sys-
tem to provide early warning of
incoming missiles.”

Abraham Foxman, the ADL’s
national director, was impressed,
saying this was more than just
rhetoric.

“We’ve heard all Kkinds of
phraseology in the last few
weeks, but this is an inventory,”
he said.

Tom Neumann, who heads the
Jewish Institute for National
Security Affairs, agreed that the
defence relationship remains
strong - but wondered whether
the rhetoric did not portend
more substantive changes.

“On a soldier-to-soldier basis it
remains solid,” Neumann said.
“But much of the defence rela-
tionship is ultimately dictated by
the administration. Obama may
yet put pressure on Israel
through the transfer of arms
through how to confront Iran.”
(JTA)
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Seeking some

2 000 SA
descendants of
Ochberg’s orphans

DAVID SANDLER

IN 1921, Isaac Ochberg, representative of the South African
Jewish community, travelled to Poland and the Ukraine
and brought back with him to Cape Town 167 “Russian,
Ukraine and Polish war and pogrom orphans” plus 14
“attendants and nurses”, mainly older siblings.

Half these children were placed in the care of The Cape
Jewish Orphanage (later called Oranjia) and half went up
to Johannesburg and were placed in the care of The South
African Jewish Orphanage (later called Arcadia).

Many of these children were adopted by members of the
Jewish community who contributed most generously to a
fund to bring the children out to South Africa and to look
after them.

I am 18 months into the 27 months I've set aside to record
the life stories of the Ochberg orphans. Of 181 children, the
stories of 90 (60) have been compiled, contact has been
made with a further 30 (60) and contact still has to made
with a further 60 (60). (Number in brackets as at the end of
January 2010.)

For the 60 children where no contact has been made, if
we consider that on average each child was born around
1910 and was married and had three children, and nine
grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren, we very quick-
ly exceed the 2 000 mark, the estimated number of descen-
dants mentioned.

Many of these descendants would not even know that
they were descendants of Ochberg’s orphans. It was not
something these children readily spoke about and indeed
many of them would have tried to hide the fact from their
children. There was, alas, a shame attached to being an
orphan.

One descendant wrote: “The general attitude of the com-
munity was that it was a mitzvah to have adopted one of
those poor orphans, a good deed in a dark world, but you
really wouldn’t want one of them to marry into your fami-
ly, would you?

“After all, you knew nothing of their parents and
extended family, their health history and their genetic
background. This is a generalisation that isn’t true of all
the adopters but it was certainly true of a fair number,
nervous, insecure, only to do nothing that would jeopar-
dise their increasing prosperity and emergent social
solidity.”

As with the South African Jewish community in gener-
al, half of these 2 000 descendants would have left South
Africa and be spread around the world in Israel and in the
English-speaking countries; Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, UK and US.

If you had an ancestor in your family tree, born round
about 1910, with one of the following names (or similar),
then there is a good chance you might be a descendant of
one of Ochberg’s orphans:

Barmatch Sara, Baruch Leya, Bernfeld Hersh, Cwengel
Saul, Elman Blume, Elman Jentl/Izzy, Elshtein Abo,
Engelman Jakob, Fremd/Friend Max, Garbus/Goldstein
Shmul, Gayer Chawa, Gebencolc/golz Rochel, Gerynshtein
Abram, Ginsburg Mintcha, Guber/Geiber/Gruber
Tcharna (Charlotte Odes), H/Gurwitz Rosa, Israelson
Chaim, Judes Rubin, Kahan Channe, Kahan Golda, Kahan
Morduch/Mordche, Kahan Shachna, Kailer Rywka,
Kaufman Cypora, Kaufman Soloman/Shlama, Kawerberg
Mayer, Kawerberg Mees/Moshe, Kigielman Jacob,
Knuboviz Zlata, Kreindel Rejsel, Kruger Rejsel, Kruger
Abram, Kruger Jacob, Lipshis Moishe, Lipshytz Perel,
Margolin Sara, Miler Braindel, Mordochowitch Gutro,
Mordochowitch Estel, Nudeman Gdalia, Ochshtein
Salomon, Orliansky Abram, Perrchodnik/Perechodnik
Ussr, Pinsky/Pinska Faywel, Pinsky/Pinska Feyga (Birdie
Glaser), Pinsky/Pinska Maisha, Pinsky/Pinska Zlata,
Reichman Abram, Reichman Chaim, Reisender Rubin,
Rekler Leya, Rinsler/Rinzler Chaskiel/Chaykel,
Rosenbaum Leon, Rosenblit Gdalia, Rosenblit Szamay,
Y/J/Sagotkowsky Jacob/Jacov, Schtern/Shtern Szlema/
Solomon, Schwarz Josef, Shteiner/Steiner Chaskel,
Shteiner/Steiner Hersh, Shteiner/Szteiner/ Steiner Isaac,
Smith Morduch/Mordche, Shtrasner Feyga, Stillerman
Hersh/Harry, Treppel Jacob and Weidman Sheindel.

We hope at year end to have collected the life stories of
some 130 of the children and they will be collated in
a book to be published and sold around the world, with
all proceeds going to Arcadia and Oranjia, much the
same as the Arcadian Memory Books - see www.arca-
dia.ca.com.au
« Please make contact with David Solly Sandler on
sedsand@ca.com.au for any more information, or if you
are a descendant and want to send in your parents’ or
grand parents’ story. My contact details are:

David Solly Sandler
41 Bebich Drive, Wanneroo WA 6065, Australia
Telephone: Australia 8 93062753, e-mail sedsand@ca.com.au

The Lithuanian Jewish spirit lives on

CLAUDIA B BRAUDE
CAPETOWN

JOSEPH LEVINSON, 91, resident of
Vilnius, Lithuania, was saved from his
father’s horrific fate and that of 95 per
cent of Lithuania’s Jewish residents
by conscription into the Soviet Army.

Returning to his shtetl in 1945,
Veisijeai, witnesses’ accounts of how
Jews were murdered made Levinson’s
hair “stand on end”.

“I listened to how it happened, and I
froze... I silently vowed: ‘...these hor-
rors cannot remain unknown. The
knowledge should be spread, so that
this will never happen again’.”

Levinson spent years “in cellars,
libraries and archives” investigating
the massacres. When Lithuania
gained independence in 1991, he erect-
ed memorials at more than 200
Lithuanian mass graves.

Levinson’s testimony and experi-
ence are included in Surviving
History: Portraits from Vilna, a multi-
media exhibition, launched in Vilnius
in September, and shown the Cape
Town Holocaust Centre till April 29.

Representing the lives of 10
Lithuanian Holocaust survivors, the
exhibition includes photographs,
video, an award-winning documen-
tary, and archival documentation and
biographical objects.

When curator Shivaun Woolfson
asked Levinson for an object imbued
with personal significance, he gave her
his Book of Sorrows documenting his
memorial sites. Lynsey Cleaver, one of
the international artists who collabo-
rated on the exhibition, wove it into an
interpretive art box representing the
survivor’s internal world.

Describing her philosophy of histo-
ry as explicitly Chassidic, Woolfson
affirms the ‘place for spirituality in
academic research’. She is influenced
by Reb Nachman of Bratslav’s under-

standing of the transformative rela-
tionship between teller and listener:
“The word moves a bit of air, and this
the next, and reaches the soul of the
other, of the listener, and his soul
therein is awakened.

“Survivors speak to be heard. They
wouldn’t speak without someone lis-
tening on the other side. In Holocaust
narrative, it’s assumed the listener
will retell the tale,” she said.

Ensuring their oral testimonies are
retold, Surviving History reverses
what has become, since the demise of
Communism and apartheid, a familiar
journey back to Lithuania, ancestral
home to many South African Jews.

Flowing from the search for traces
of immigrant parents and grandpar-
ents is a return of memory of the
repressed traumatic history.

The exhibition was accompanied by
movies and other events representing
some of these journeys. The documen-
tary Kapishok: Unto Each Name a
Person records the 2004 consecration
by South African and other survivors
and their families of a memorial wall
of names of murdered residents of
Kupiskis in Lithuania.

In his presentation on Litvak histo-
ry, including his own research in
Lithuania, Ivan Kapelus (whose
Kupiskis-born mother-in-law emigrat-
ed to Cape Town in 1929), reflected on
the significance of this memory for his
audience: “South African Jewry has
been the heir to the Litvak heritage. It
was the Litvak tradition that gave
South African Jewry its communal
institutions, orphanages, old aged
home and schools,” he said.

Aiming to uncover the living traces
of Lithuania’s Jewish heritage,
Woolfson (whose grandmother came
from Akmene in northern Lithuania)
realised Dublin’s tiny Jewish commu-
nity of her 1960s childhood, was, like
South Africa, “a very Litvak world”.

“Entering homes in Vilnius, I
stepped back in time to my grand-
mother’s Kitchen. Without knowing
Yiddish or Russian, this world felt
known and familiar,” she said.

Searching for fragments, Woolfson
discovered more than overgrown
cemeteries and mass murder sites.
“The Lithuanian Jewish spirit lives
on, in spite of the horrors. Jewish
presence in Lithuania is nowhere, yet
it is everywhere,” she says.

“The material isn’t just about death
and loss, but about life and what these
individuals held onto. Considering it
their sacred duty to keep the past
alive, they’re so vibrant. They’re phe-
nomenal for their capacity to keep on
choosing life. The harder they’ve
struggled, the sturdier they are.

“Their compassion, resilience and
astonishing courage have touched me
deeply. I ask what they want their
legacy to be. They answer: ‘Kindness,
goodness, love for others’.

“People say, ‘you’re not Jewish,
why are you doing this work?” said
co-curator Francis Tay. “Holocaust
education isn’t just about stopping
anti-Semitism and racism. It’s about
humanity. I’ve never heard anyone
talk about love for humanity the
way survivor Fanya Brantsovksy
talks about love,” she said.
“Reaching into humanity, the mate-
rial puts others in touch with their
own humanity.”

Woolfson and Tay were struck by
reaction of participants in a teachers’
seminar they conducted at the Cape
Town Holocaust Centre.

“The response here was the most
alive we’ve had. The teachers immedi-
ately drew parallels to South African
history, referring to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. One man
was grief-stricken, having lost his
daughter in a car crash. ‘How do the
bereaved continue?’ he asked.

“We haven’t previously encoun-
tered such a reverential atmosphere
when people told their stories, nor
people digging so deep,” said Tay.
“Commemoration has a different res-
onance here.”

The Johannesburg Holocaust and
Genocide Centre hosts the exhibition
at the Rabbi Cyril Harris Community
Centre at the Great Park Synagogue
until May 16 including an ancillary
programme consisting of a screening
of “The Kastner Trial” - a three-part
television true-life drama, a lecture by
Ronnie Mink and “Where is Kovno?” -
a presentation by Yda Walt and Andy
Spitz.

The Durban Holocaust Centre will
host it at the Durban Jewish Club
from May 25 - June 7.

Jewish and Zionist activities
north of Limpopo continue

DAVID SAKS

DESPITE DECLINING numbers and
the multiple challenges of day-to-day
life, Zimbabwe Jewry’s traditionally
strong commitment to Zionism and
Israel continues to find expression.
Both Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Ha’atzmaut were observed in
Bulawayo and Harare respectively
and there was even a Israeli presence
at this week’s Harare International
Festival of the Arts (HIFA).

Over 60 per cent of the Bulawayo
Jewish community gathered at
Savyon Lodge, Zimbabwe’s Jewish
aged home, to mark Yom Hazikaron
between Mincha and Maariv.
Speakers included Hylton Solomon,
president of the Bulawayo Hebrew
Congregation, Ilan Elkaim and Eric
Bloch.

Elkaim presented an outline of the
1948 War of Independence, concluding
with an upbeat overview of the
dynamic, successful society that was
Israel today.

Ruth Bolnik-Feigenbaum lit a can-
dle in memory of all the Israeli sol-
diers who had fallen in the War of

Independence as well as those, includ-
ing her brother Norman Katz (killed
in the 1973 Yom Kippur War), who had
made the supreme sacrifice in subse-
quent wars.

The ceremony concluded with all
men present reciting Kaddish and the
singing of Hatikvah.

Last Wednesday, Harare Jewry
came together to celebrate Yom
Ha’atzmaut. The function was attend-
ed by over a dozen representatives
from various embassies and over 120
members of the local Jewish and
Israeli community.

Among those present for the occa-
sion were Ilan Baruch, non-resident
Israeli Ambassador to Zimbabwe, and
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiritual
leader to the African Jewish Congress.
Cecil Chinenere (Zanu-PF), director
Asia and Pacific Departments -
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, represent-
ed the Zimbabwe government.

The HIFA festival on the same day
featured a performance by an Israeli
dance group while Israeli actress and
playwright Keren Tahor performed
her play Jutro.

The Bulawayo community is now
looking forward to the upcoming bat-
mitzvah of Alanis Zlattner, at which
Rabbi Silberhaft will be officiating,
and a belated Yom Hashoah ceremony
on May 16, to be held at the Bulawayo
Jewish cemetery

Yom Ha’atzmaut gathering in Harare. (PHOTO SUPPLIED)
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Phasing out of CCs is a mistake,
maintains company law specialist

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

THE NEW COMPANIES Act was
the most important piece of busi-
ness law of the decade, Carl Stein
said in a presentation to profession-
als at a Union of Jewish Women
(UJW) business breakfast. Stein is a
director at law firm Bowman
Gilfillan and a specialist in compa-
ny law.

The event was the first in a series
planned for the year with the aim of
targeting a different audience,
according to UJW (Cape Town)
Chairman Daphne Miller.

Stein said that though close cor-
porations had been an unqualified
success in this country, the govern-
ment intended to phase them out. “I
think the experiment is doomed to
failure - I think common sense will
prevail at the end of the day,” he
opined.

Since the last Companies Act of
1973, there had been a “telecommu-
nications revolution”, together with
the increased ease of global travel
and the exponential increase in
cross-border transactions. “The sit-
uation’s become desperate,” he said
of the need to update the law, adding
that the company law of most
Western countries had been har-
monised.

Sketching the political back-
ground to the new Act, Stein said
that company law was so integral to
the policies of political groupings in
the country, that there had been
intense debate around it in this sec-
tor. Cosatu, for instance, had said
that companies were there to serve

the country at large, not just the
interests of shareholders.

Directors had to take all stake-
holders into account, including
employees, the environment and
social factors, Stein said of this plu-
ralist model, describing it as
“almost a communistic model”.
This was in contrast to the Act of
1973, the “classic model”, the idea of
which was “to make as much money
as possible for shareholders”, he
said.

Referring to the “Enlightened
Shareholder Value Approach” advo-
cated by both King 2 and King 3’s
code on corporate governance, Stein
clarified that the main purpose of a
company was the making of profits
for shareholders, but it had to take
into account the interests of other
stakeholders in society and the
broader environment.

“The courts are moving in that
direction and that’s why people are
so reluctant to become directors
today,” he commented.

The new Act was based on this
“Enlightened Shareholder Value
Approach”, with stakeholders,
including trade unions, being given
far greater rights and remedies than
they ever had, he noted. An example
was the adoption of the class action
which allowed large numbers of
people with a common complaint
against a corporation, to take legal
action as a body against it.

“It’s going to lead to prolific litiga-
tion in this country,” he predicted.

Giving an illustration of the mate-
rial impact of the Act on individu-
als’ lives, Stein referred to the
unbundling of shares by Telkom
that had been (unsuccessfully)

Daphne Miller, chairman
UJW (Cape Town); Ethel
Hamman, director
Horwath Zeller Karro;
Carl Stein, director
Bowman Gilfillan and
guest speaker; and
Benny Schlosberg, man-
aging partner Fortunate -
Accounting, at the UJW
business breakfast.

opposed by the unions on the
grounds that it was contrary to the
interests of Telkom’s employees
under the Constitution.

“Had the new Act been law at the
time, the unions would have been
able to postpone or block the
unbundling,” he maintained.

As to the Act’s intention to pro-
mote compliance with the Bill of
Rights on the part of company law,
Stein said that “one of the unfortu-
nate results would be that lawyers
like me are going to have to become
constitutional experts”.

The government had removed
“all but the most heinous” criminal
offences from the Act, as these were
not serving as deterrents, he added.
Administrative fines had been sub-
stituted, as well as the imposition of
personal statutory liability on the
part of directors.

Under the new Act and to accom-
modate small companies in the
absence of close corporations,
directors could be given powers pre-
viously restricted to shareholders.
“A practical consequence of this is
that you have to check the compa-
ny’s constitution to see where the
power lies.

“This introduces uncertainty into
our law and if there’s one thing for-
eign investors don’t like, it’s uncer-
tainty,” Stein said.

Overall, he said the Act mod-
ernised our company law - it would
now be possible to sign legal docu-
ments electronically, for example -
and advanced shareholder and
stakeholder activism by giving
greater powers and remedies to
minority shareholders and other
stakeholders.

) TUUN ITYUIV1LE,
A land of history, challenges, leisure

and celebrations. It remains a preferred

holiday destination for those

who want a bit more.

For holidays to Israel and around the world,
you can rely on our 30 years' expertise and
outstanding personal service.

o), executive
\*’ § !'! l:.»e» travel
SA'S LEADING ISRAEL TRAVEL SPECIALIST
Ground Floor JHI House
11 Cradock Avenue
Cnr Baker Street, Rosebank '5@
Tel: (011) 788-2050 jATA

Climbing walls on Lag B’'Omer
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Jai Aimy Ginsberg climbing the wall - two storeys high - at Torah Academy's Lag
B'Omer celebration. (PHOTOGRAPH: JOE YUDELOWITZ)

The Headmaster, Staff and Students of

KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL VICTORY PARK
have pleasure in inviting you to attend our

OPEN DAY FOR GRADE 8 2011

in our School Hall, Craighall Road, Victory Park

Thursday 27 May 2010
14h30 - 18h30 (students)
1'7h30 - 18h30 (parents)
RSVP: Mrs Schneiderman 011 446-7860
Lunch will be provided for Students
Refreshments will be provided for Parents
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Some of the congregants warming up at the bonfire.

Lag B'Omer celebrated
with verve in Pretoria

DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

PRETORIANS CELEBRATED Lag B’Omer
with typical Israeli shwarmas and falafels

and of course, thick vegetable soup to brave
the cool night air.

Drum Café got the community dancing
with the gum boot dancers and the wonder-
ful singing of chazonnis, filled the night air.

Rabbi Mendel
Popack, director of
Chabad Lubavitch of
the Western Cape;
premier of the
Western Cape Helen
Zille; and Rabbi
Asher Deren of The
Shul of Table View-
West Coast, prior to
the Lag B'Omer
parade along the Sea
Point beachfront.

CT celebrates Lag B'Omer
with pomp and splendour

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

ON A perfect Cape Town day, an estimated
800 to 1 000 people took part in a Lag B’'Omer
parade along the Sea Point beachfront in a
celebration of Jewish pride and unity,
organised by Chabad Lubavitch.

Accompanied by the SAPS marching
band and mounted police corps, the parade
was led by Western Cape Premier Helen
Zille, who served as grand marshal, and
Cape Town’s deputy mayor, Ian Neilson.

Participants, including throngs of excited
day school learners and dancing clowns,
made their way to the grounds of the Sea
Point High School where a fair featuring
paintball, bungee jumping, rides and a pet-
ting zoo formed part of the entertainment
on offer.

Included in the cavalcade were three-
year-olds Mendel Silman and Menachem
Levitt who had earlier received their first
haircuts together.

The march was part of a worldwide string
of similar events, the largest of which took
place in New York where 32 000 people are
reported to have attended.

Welcoming Premier Zille who he
described as a “lady who excels in energy,

XESNNS
‘OMER

goodness and kindness”, Rabbi Mendel
Popack, director of Chabad Lubavitch of
the Western Cape, thanked the City of Cape
Town and the police, saying that “everyone
has come to the party in a true sense of
unity”. He described the event as “a parade
of brotherhood where we all pledge to do
deeds of kindness” on the instruction of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe.

For her part, Zille noted the theme of the
day, saying: “I'm walking with you to cele-
brate this great unity. Ultimately we’re all
one and that’s why we’re here today - to cel-
ebrate life and our hope in the future.”

The participation of 12 shuls and all the
Jewish schools, was “a reflection of how
much we can do when we work together,”
said Rabbi Asher Deren of The Shul of
Table View - West Coast. “This is what we
need today n unity and solidarity.”

The custom of Lag B’Omer parades start-
ed over 60 years ago in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn, when the Lubavitcher Rebbe,
then still the son-in-law of the previous
Rebbe, organised one, he explained.
“Chabad Lubavitch organises these parades
in hundreds of locations around the world
in the spirit of bringing Jews together.”

The last and probably only other such
parade in Cape Town, was held here 25
years ago.

Rabbi Mendel
Popack; Premier
Helen Zille;
Elmarie Neilsen;
Deputy Mayor of
Cape Town lan
Neilson; and Rabbi
Jonathan Altman
of Beth Midrash
Morasha, lead the
Lag B'Omer parade
along the Sea
Point beachfront.

Lag B'Omer at Great
Park , Johannesburg

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ILAN OSSENDRYVER

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan of Great Park
Synagogue, with Lag B’'Omer celebrators.

Gabriella Snayman; Cayla Ackerman;
Sigaliya Levy; and Elai Zlotnick from
Hirsch Lyons Girls High School.

Judy Moritz with Hannah Sachs at Lag B'Omer.

Howard Lichter; Kim Shor; Sera Shor; and Cara Gordon, enjoy Lag B'Omer.
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Sixty five years ago this week-
end, at midnight, May 8 1945, the
Second World War officially
came to an end. South Africa
had entered the war on the
Allies’ side on September 6 1939.

When the war ended, South
Africa could count the cost. All
in all 4 307 soldiers were killed
in action; 381 died as prisoners-
of-war; 1 274 were Killed in acci-
dents; 536 died of other causes;
8 161 were wounded; 5 917 were
injured in accidents. 14 583 were
taken prisoner-of-war.

There are no exact figures for
Jewish casualties, other than
that 327 lost their lives in action;
143 Jews were mentioned in
despatches and 94 were decorat-
ed.

UGIE, EASTERN CAPE

Rebecca Michelson (now in
Israel) continues:

“Let me tell you how we cele-
brated Yomtovim. There were so
few Jews living in the area of the
Eastern Cape, that we would
hire a school hostel in Elliot
which was 52 km from Ugie and
people from the surrounding
areas would come there. They
came from McClear, Ryno, Cala
and Encobo and I remember that
a Mr Pikholz was the only Jew
living there.

“Everyone brought food for
the celebration and my father,
Samuel, brought along a Torah
and led the davening. However,
as the children gradually left
these small towns, this came to
an end. My parents moved to
Umtata which was the largest
town in that area of the
Transkei and then to Durban.

“In Johannesburg I met Teddy
Michelson who came from
Burghersdorp, which was also
in the Eastern Cape, near East
London. Teddy was a pharma-
cist (or as we called it in those
days, a chemist) and we married
in Durban in 1946.

“I had three children: a son,
Jeffrey, and two daughters,
Glenda and Taubie. My daugh-
ters both made aliyah. Glenda
passed away six years ago and
Taubie lives in Netanya.

“lI must mention a coinci-
dence: Glenda was 53 when she
passed away and her daughter’s
mother-in-law and my son in-
law’s mother, were both also 53
when they passed away. Strange,
isn’t it?”

BRAKPAN
From Janis Cohn (Chicago):

“I am diverting from Delmas and
writing about my time spent in
Brakpan. This town is situated
on the East Rand about 30 km
from Johannesburg and 25 km
from Delmas.

“My mother, Gertie Cohn, had
a sister, Rose, married to Harry
Gudelsky and they lived in
Brakpan for many years. Harry
had the furniture store on
Victoria Road in central
Brakpan. The store was TCM
Furniture and was a fixture in
the town for many years. Rose
did the books.

“l ended up in Brakpan, as
there was no English-medium
high school in Delmas. My mom
put me in Damelin College in
Johannesburg.

“Rose and Harry had a giant of
a house. It was on a corner, built
of brick and concrete. I loved liv-
ing there and it was my castle
away from the world. There was
a sprawling garden and loads of
rose bushes. Rose was often in
the garden with her roses.

“To get to school was a chal-
lenge. There were no buses pick-
ing up kids and I had to cycle
seven km to the railway station
where I took a train to
Johannesburg and then walked a
few blocks to Damelin.

“I suppose this was my quest to
start a healthy lifestyle. I had to
leave at 06:00 to get to the first
class at 08:45. I returned at 16:30.
It was a long day.

“My aunt and uncle were very
generous taking me in and giving
me plenty of tzedakah. They had
a maid, Gladys, who picked up a
few Yiddish words and threw
them into her conversation.

“l remember the shul in the
town but I am not sure if it is still
active. The famous roadhouse
‘Casbah’ was located in the busi-
ness district. Manfred Mann,
who became very well known as
a pop singer and leader of a
group in Britain, was from
Brakpan. Well, this is my take on
Brakpan.”

BRAKPAN
From Mo Skikne:

“I have completed my book on
Brakpan where I grew up.
However, I need help from for-
mer Brakpanners in the form of
anecdotes about families and
incidents and events etc. I am
also looking for photographs of
businesses like furniture, phar-
macies, hardware, garages etc.
“The book has lists of families,
names of children, relationships
within Brakpan and it would be
nice to get pictures of the origi-

nal shul and the old cheder
houses as well as family photo-
graphs.

“lI am hoping to publish in
July, but that would depend on
sponsorship. Contact me at (011)

887-7764 or e-mail moski@
global.co.za”
JOHANNESBURG/LIMMUD

The “Taste of Limmud” is on at
Beyachad on May 13 at 18:30 for
what promises to be one brilliant
Limmud evening. The cost will
be R70 and drinks and refresh-
ments will be served.

There will be nine brilliant
presenters, including artist
Trevor Coleman; Charles Asher
Small, who is director of The
Yale Initiative for the Inter-
Disciplinary Study of Anti-

Semitism; sports journalist
Marc Friedman; “Queen of
Schwarma”, Anat Apter; Romi

Kaplan; etc. Please encourage all
your friends to join you there.

For more information contact
Wayne Sussman, +27 76 833 8597
(C) +27 86 601 4140 (F) or at
wayne.sussman@googlemail.co
m or at Skype: W Sussman.

KITKES
From Cyril Wides:

“While things are buzzing in
your column about kitkes and
challas, I would like to raise
something of possible interest.
“Over the years there have
been suggestions of a link
between certain Portuguese

matters and their possible
Jewish Marrano origins, for
example, Portuguese grand-

mothers lighting candles on
Friday nights, babies being born
with a dark blue Semitic birth-
mark low down on the back,
some families not going to
church and a question I have
asked of some: ‘You are short
like me?’

“The current kitke buzz has
now reminded me of something
else and I have wondered
whether this too suggests a
Portuguese/Jewish link: this
being a Portuguese bread called
‘regueifa’, made of twisted/plat-
ted dough and quite similar to a
kitke.

“The reguiefa is also called
‘roshka’ which means ‘twisted’
in Portuguese. I am told that it
comes out on Saturdays.

“I have just specially bought a
reguiefa loaf from a Portu-
guese coffee shop in eastern
Johannesburg. This one is large
and round (bagel-shaped) with
the bread twisted much like the
bread of a kitke. My wife agrees
with the similarity. Could any-
one throw any further light on
this?”

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS I

N BRIEF

JEWISH MAN ATTACKED IN FRANCE

STRASBOURG A Jewish man
wearing a kipah was recently
attacked in eastern France, in
an apparent anti-Semitic attack.

Two men wearing robes tradi-
tional to North Africa, attacked
the man, 41, with a knife and
metal bar in the centre of
Strasbourg, the French news
agency AFP reported. One of the
assailants is a psychiatric

patient, according to AFP. The
two alleged attackers were
detained by police. The victim
was treated at the hospital.

"It's an anti-Semitic attack,"
Pierre Levy, regional delegate of
CRIF, the umbrella representa-
tive body of France's Jewish
community, told AFP.

Police do not believe the
action was a hate crime. (JTA)

ESB.JoNAS

gift of clothing.

LADIES FASHION WEAR

MOTHERS DAY SPECIAL

Spoil your precious
mother with a SPECIAL

Many items reduced. Exquisite
clothing for the mature lady.

(Closed on Shabbat)

OPEN THIS SUNDAY,
MAY 9, 10:00 - 13:00

335 Jan Smuts Avenue
Craighall Park Tel: (011) 325-4986
Parking outside store

= u e

Want ... Exclusive designer bathrooms?

Revamp your bathrooms by wisiting our showroom and take
advantage of our professional advice on designing your bathroom.

A u
A

Our promise: "We will be able to supply you with your
plumbing needs, and if necessary, we'll buy & from our
competitor and sell it to you at our cost price.”

BUDGET PLUMBING

NOW OPEN
on Sundays
09:00-13:00

|closed on Saturdays)

= L I E = ]

Athol House, 214 Athol Street, Highlands North
Tel: (011) 887-0654 Email: budgetplumbing@iburst.coza
Tarms & mﬂﬂhﬂhhﬁwm

" Interested in
property investment
in Israel?

Eli (Errol) Symon, former South African,
Israeli-qualified attorney, specialising in the
representation and management of investments
and estates of South Africans in Israel, wt.rthr be
in Cape Town: May 21 - 23 and |n,
Johannesburg: May 24-2?

Initial consultations (no cl@rge‘j n'laqpr be
arranged in advance by e-mail:

Symnnadv@nehrismn.net.il or call 4972-54-4517754

AMAZING

TRANSPORT &

' WAREHOUSING

* Monitored storage

* | ocal and long distance
transport

* Specialising in packing
and unpacking

* Removal of safes and computer equipment

* Free quotations
* Office removals
* Domestic removals

" » International removals

¢ Fully trained
supervised staﬂ

011 887 1882

Fax: 011 440 2905

011 440 2736
* Cell: 083 271 0273

that sets stendands

Member of The Fioad Freight Association - the body
far frucking companies and drivers

ESTABLISHED IN 1989, AMAZING TRANSPORT AND WAREHOUSING
WILL GUARANTEE A STRESS-FREE MOVE.

WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON OUR PERSONAL SERVICE AND
DEDICATION TO YOU, OUR VALUED CLIENT.

vAMOSA

Wi are an Accredited Maover of thi
Professionsl Movers Association of 54

B

Member ol
The Professional Movers Association

Email: info@amazingtransport.co.za

Website: www.amazingtransport.co.za
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AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

HOME OF TIKKUN'S RABBI LERNER VANDALISED

BERKELEY - The northern
California home of Rabbi
Michael Lerner, editor of the
progressive Tikkun magazine,
was vandalized late last Sunday
night or early Monday morning.
The vandalism was discovered
Monday morning.

Posters attached to his door
and the fence around his
Berkeley home, attack Lerner
personally, and liberals and pro-
gressives, as being supporters of
terrorism and "Islamofascism",
according to a news release from
the magazine.

It follows a week in which the
magazine and Lerner received
hate mail, apparently because
Tikkun announced that it would

award controversial Justice
Richard Goldstone with its pres-
tigious Tikkun Award.

Some have pilloried Goldstone,
a South African, for his United

Nations report that accused
Israel and Hamas of war crimes
and possible crimes against
humanity during the winter 2009
Gaza war.

Lerner also offered to hold the
barmitzvah for Goldstone's
grandson in San Francisco, fol-
lowing threats of protests out-
side the Sandton Synagogue in
South Africa.

It was the first time in 24 years
of the magazine's operation that
Lerner's home was attacked,
according to the magazine's
statement.

No one has claimed responsi-
bility, though the statement
blamed "right-wing Zionists".

The case is being investigated
as an act of vandalism. It report-
edly is not a hate crime, accord-
ing to police, because Lerner was
being attacked for his politics,
not his religion. (JTA)

CONSERVATIVE, REFORM OPPOSE ISRAELI CONVERSION BILL

NEW YORK - The US
Conservative, Reform and
Reconstructionist movements

are warning that a proposed
Israeli conversion bill is "disas-
trous to the unity of the Jewish
people".

Knesset members from the
Yisrael Beiteinu Party were in
the United States this week try-
ing to marshal support for a bill
that would change the conver-
sion process in Israel.

While the bill's proponents say
it would make it easier for the
estimated 350 000 to 400 000 non-
Jewish Israelis from the Russian-
speaking immigrant community
to convert to Judaism and marry
in Israel, critics say the bill
threatens to alter the Law of
Return and consolidate conver-
sion power in the hands of the
Chief Rabbinate.

That "could have devastating
effects on the relationship
between Israeli and Diaspora
Jewry," the three main non-
Orthodox Jewish movements in
the United States said in a joint
statement. "Such concentration
of powers in favour of ultra-
Orthodox Jewry effectively
negates the roles of the non-
Orthodox movements both with-
in Israel and abroad, sending the
message that only the Orthodox
have a place within our home-
land."

The statement said the legisla-
tion, which is being promoted by
Knesset member David Rotem,
would revive the destructive
debate over who is a Jew and
turn the clock back on 20 years of
accomplishments in the Israeli
Supreme Court asserting the
legitimacy of non-Orthodox
movements.

"The bill mentions no alterna-
tive method of conversion via
non-Orthodox streams," the
statement said. "We and more
importantly, our Israeli col-
leagues and their lawyers -
believe that this language, if
adopted as written, would fur-
ther marginalise and hamper the
Masorti and Reform movements
in Israel.

This would be a tragic conse-
quence as we offer vibrant reli-
gious alternatives to a nation of
Jews religiously alienated by the
increasingly extreme positions of
a minority religious establish-
ment."

In an interview this week with
JTA, Rotem said the non-
Orthodox religious streams in
the United States should not be
anxious about the bill.

"I want them not to worry it's
going to harm them," Rotem
said. "This law doesn't deal with
conversions done abroad. We
have to solve an internal Israeli
problem." (JTA)

JEWISH REPUBLICANS, DEMOCRATS SIGN CIVILITY PLEDGE

WASHINGTON - The leaders of
Jewish Democratic and Re-
publican groups signed a pledge
of civility.

"Let our debate on the issues of
the moment be thoughtful and
reasoned," reads the pledge initi-
ated by the Anti-Defamation
League and signed on Monday by
Ira Forman, who directs the
National Jewish Democratic
Council, and Matt Brooks, who
leads the Republican Jewish
Coalition.

"Let us look to our elected lead-
ers for leadership, whether or not
we support their policies. Let all
of us, across the political spec-
trum, encourage advocacy that is
vigorous; pointed but not person-
al or hostile."

The ADL, which announced
the pledge during its national
leadership conference in Wash-
ington, called on other political
and elected leaders to sign the
pledge.

"Regardless of whether the
issue is healthcare, immigration,
bailouts or the budget, we need to
rise above the hateful rhetoric
and to encourage advocacy that is
vigorous but never personal or
hostile,” Abraham Foxman,
ADL's national director, said in a
statement.

"It is time for our elected lead-
ers to show true leadership, to
stand up and to be the first to
reject the appeals to bigotry,
racism, prejudice and calls to vio-
lence." (JTA)

OU AD URGES PRAYER, ADVOCACY ON JERUSALEM DAY

WASHINGTON - The Orthodox
Union is urging American Jews to
mark the anniversary of the
reunification of Jerusalem with
prayer, Torah study and advocacy.

"Those who now seek to tear
Jerusalem apart do so in editori-
als and op-eds, in lobbying meet-
ings, and in White House conver-
sations," says an ad that will

appear in Jewish newspapers
ahead of Jerusalem Day, which
this year falls on May 12.

"They urge President (Barack)
Obama to impose a peace plan
that includes the redivision of the
Holy City, asserting that 'every-
one knows' that this is what must
be done. That assertion is false."
(JTA)

Young Israelis turning to
Yiddish in search for roots

SUE FISHKOFF
BEERSHEVA, Israel

NUFAL LEVANON, a 25-year-old
student at Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev, says she rarely
heard Yiddish growing up,
although her Romanian-born
parents both were native speak-
ers of the language.

“They’d call each other
‘ziskele,” my sweetie, but that’s
about it,” Levanon recalls.

Meira Goodman, 24, only
became interested in Yiddish
after her Czech-born grandmoth-
er died three years ago.

“I didn’t hear much Yiddish
from her, but even when she
spoke English, it sounded Yiddish
because of the intonation,” she
says.

Both women are enrolled in a
new Yiddish literature class at
Ben-Gurion University, and
Goodman also is taking a course
in Yiddish language. They are
part of a revival of interest in
Yiddish among young Israelis.

For their grandparents who
were Israel’s founders, Yiddish
bore the emotional baggage of a
reminder of the ghettos they had
left behind in Europe. But for
young Israelis in increasing num-
bers, Yiddish is a point of connec-
tion with their Jewish roots.

Like many of her generation,
Goodman’s mother, the child of a
Holocaust survivor, wanted noth-
ing to do with the language of
Europe’s destroyed Jewish civili-
sation.

“She swept it under the rug,”
Goodman says. “Now our genera-
tion is digging it up. We are
unburying these hidden treas-
ures.”

In recognition of this steadily
growing interest, Ben-Gurion
University this spring launched a
new Centre for Yiddish Studies
housed in the department of
Hebrew literature. The idea is to
create an academic fellowship of
Yiddish scholars already working
in the field and reach out to larg-
er audiences with conferences,
publications, analysis of the
Yiddish press from Eastern
Europe and perhaps even stag-
ings of classic Yiddish theatre
pieces.

Professor David Roskies, a
renowned Yiddish scholar from
the Jewish Theological Seminary
of America, was tapped to head
the centre.

Hebrew University, Bar-Ilan
University and Tel Aviv

University already offer pro-
grammes in Yiddish language
and literature.

Although students of Yiddish
have flocked to Israeli universi-
ties since Hebrew University
opened Israel’s first Yiddish
department in 1951, the language
and its culture have never
enjoyed popular respect in the
country.

Even before the founding of the
state, Hebrew was touted as the
language of the new, strong
Israeli Jew, while Yiddish repre-
sented a defeated world.

The dichotomy grew stronger
after independence.

Professor Yechiel Szeintuch,
who has taught in the Yiddish
department at Hebrew University
for 40 years, remembers the post-
war years when “people would
throw bricks at gatherings of
Yiddish speakers” and the coun-
try’s 300 000 Holocaust survivors
tried to refrain from speaking
Yiddish in public.

Last December, Szeintuch and
three Hebrew University col-
leagues organised a four-day con-
ference called “A Century of
Yiddish”, bringing experts from
around the world to discuss the
trajectory of the language and its
culture over the past 100 years.

More than 350 people attended,
but when Szeintuch was inter-
viewed about the conference on
Israeli radio, he says the show’s
hosts treated it like a joke.

“They said a conference on
Yiddish? What, a bunch of old
men peeling apples in the park?”
Szeintuch recalls.

Roskies is upbeat about his
mandate to create a safe haven
for Yiddish studies in the middle
of the Negev Desert. As a 40-year
veteran of teaching Yiddish at
the university level, Roskies says
he was stunned his first week at
Ben-Gurion to learn that 90 stu-
dents had signed up for his elec-
tive course on the Yiddish writer
Sholem Aleichem.

“There’s something amazing
going on in this country, and this
is just the tip of the iceberg,” he
says. “There is a spiritual awak-
ening in Israel, a return to one’s
severed past. Yiddish was pushed
aside to make room for Hebrew.
This is a third generation not
locked into its Oedipal complex.”

Roskies sees the revival of
interest in Yiddish as part of a
much greater phenomenon:
young secular Israelis looking for
spiritual nourishment within

Judaism, but outside the controls
of the Orthodox establishment.
Independent prayer groups are
springing up throughout the
country, he says, along with
workshops devoted to the study of
liturgical poems and Chasidic
melodies.

Galia Shauli, 33, who studies
Yiddish at Hebrew University,
says she was raised “100 per
cent secular” by her kibbutznik
mother and Russian-immigrant
father.

“Two or three years ago I start-
ed wondering about my roots,
about my Judaism,” she says. “I
was raised to believe [Jewish
identity] all started in Israel, but
it didn’t.”

Roskies says one of the chal-
lenges of developing Ben-
Gurion’s new Yiddish studies
centre is the lack of classic
Yiddish literature available in
Hebrew. A new Hebrew transla-
tion of Sholom Aleichem’s Tevye
stories, on which “Fiddler on the
Roof” was based, came out last
autumn in Israel and was on the
best-seller list for four months,
he says. But that’s a rarity.

“While Israel was building a
state, America was the place of
refuge where the severed branch-
es [of Eastern European Jewry]
could be collected and pre-
served,” Roskies says. “Yiddish
scholarship existed in Israel, but
it was very academic and con-
ducted mostly in Hebrew in order
to ‘prove’ they weren’t ‘Yiddish-
ists’. We didn’t have that problem
in America.”

Roskies has no illusions about
reviving Yiddish as a living lan-
guage. Despite the two million to
three million Yiddish speakers in
the world today, very few outside
the Chasidic world or the very
elderly speak it as their first lan-
guage.

The importance of the new
Ben-Gurion center, he says, is to
provide a boost to the study of
Yiddish culture as a whole within
the Jewish state and to help
Israelis recover a discarded part
of their identity.

“I see it as a peoplehood proj-
ect,” he says. “I can now bring
that severed piece of Jewish cul-
ture to Israel, where it can flour-
ish.” (JTA)

(Sue Fishkoff was a participant
in the American Associates, Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev’s
Murray Fromson Media Mission
to Israel.)
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Rabbi Laurence erez addresses Justice Goldstone

(At the meeting held between com-
munal leaders and Justice
Richard Goldstone on Monday
May 4)

Justice Goldstone,

I am sure that you have had the
opportunity many times both as
a father and grandfather to be
present with your family at the
Pesach seder. I am also sure that
you are familiar with the basic
narrative of the Haggadah
which, as we know, describes the
story of Jewish slavery, freedom
and redemption.

I would like to draw your atten-
tion to the famous paragraph
about the four sons: the wise one,
the wayward one, the simple one
and the one who does not know
how to ask. I would like to reflect
for a moment on the narrative
regarding the wayward son
which I believe to be relevant to
our discussion today.

The Haggadah states as fol-
lows:

“The wayward son asks - What is
this service to you? (Exodus
12;26). By saying ‘you’ he
excludes himself. And since he
excludes himself from the peo-
plehood of Israel (KIal Yisrael),
he has denied a fundamental
principle of our faith (Kofer be-
Ikar). You in turn should blunt
his teeth (give a sharp and blunt
answer) and say to him - because
of what Hashem did for me when
I left Egypt, I do this (Exodus
13;8) - implying for ‘me’ but not
for him. If he (the wayward son)
had been there (in Egypt), he
would not have been redeemed?”

This paragraph is
most telling as to
“who” the wayward
Jewish son is and,

further, what our
response to him
should be. The

Haggadah describes
the wayward son as
the one who “sets
himself apart from
Jewish peoplehood
and places himself
outside the main-
stream Jewish com-
munity”. His question “what is
this service to you?” implies that
the service does not obligate him
in any way.

Issues of Jewish identity: our
collective fate, destiny and
responsibilities, are seen as
something which have no bear-
ing on his world view. So much
so, that the Haggadah uses the
sharp terminology since he has
excluded himself from the
Jewish people, he has denied a
fundamental tenet of Jewish
faith.

Remarkably, what emanates so
succinctly from the Haggadah, is
the supreme importance of
Jewish peoplehood. The commu-
nity ethic is a core component of
Jewish identity. One cannot call
oneself a good Jew if one dis-
tances oneself from the lot of
one’s people and community.

This explains a bewildering
question regarding the wayward
son - why is he at the Pesach
table in the first place? After all,
if he is so wicked, why does he
want to be part of the Jewish
experience?

The answer is clear - he “does”

want to have a con-

nection to his
Judaism - but he
wants this to be

“without” any com-
mitment to and
embracing of a col-
lective Jewish fate
and destiny. But the
Haggadah teaches us
that he cannot claim
to be a good Jew,
while at the same
time separating him-
self from the pain
and suffering of his own people.

Of course, every good Jew
must be sensitive to the suffering
of all human beings. All are cre-
ated in the image of G-d. This is
without question a core Jewish
value.

But how can this possibly over-
ride the suffering of his own fam-
ily, community and people?
Kindness and charity must never
end in the home, but they must
most certainly begin there!
Indeed, this is a fundamental
principle of Jewish faith - the
inextricable link between Jewish
faith and the People of Israel.

[Unfortunately Justice Dennis
Davis has missed this point in his
interpretation of “the evil son”
both in last week’s column and
hither thereto. Noting the oddity
of the wayward son’s presence at
the seder table, Justice Davis
remarks - “That his ‘evil’ is not
that he has excluded himself
from the community, but that he
shows contempt for all members
of the community other than his
own”

[While it is true that the way-
ward son does display contempt

for the other sons, this is not the
Haggadah’s basis for its assess-
ment of him as a wayward son.
The cause of his waywardness is
specifically because he has
“excluded” himself from the
community. This is self evident
in the quote of the Haggadah
above, both from his question
and the Haggadah’s judgement of
him.

[Justice Davis misinterprets
the text, infers the opposite con-
clusion of its straightforward
meaning. Tolerance of divergent
views is a central value in
Judaism and one to which I
wholeheartedly subscribe, but it
is clearly not what is being spo-
ken about in this quote in the
Haggadah.

[Justice Davis unnecessarily
projects his personal world view
into the Haggadah and misses
the crucial point of the
Haggadah: the inextricable link
between Jewish faith and the
peoplehood of Israel].

The answer given to the way-
ward son in the Haggadah is also
most telling. We blunt his sharp
criticism by highlighting the fol-
lowing important point: “Had
you been in Egypt you would not
have been redeemed”, ie the way-
ward son needs to decide what
side of Jewish history he is on.

If his worldview does not con-
tain this deep sense of Jewish
peoplehood, then he has missed
the point of Jewish identity. Our
Sages tell us that many Jews
chose not to leave Egypt, but
rather lost themselves during the
plague of darkness.

These individual Jews could
not come to terms with Moses’

vision of redemption from
Egyptian society: to journey to
the homeland of their forefa-
thers and to exercise their divine,
religious, historical and moral
right to self-determination in
their G-d given land.

Those who left Egypt, commit-
ted to this vision of Jewish des-
tiny. Those who chose to rather
stay behind in Egypt, did not
accept this narrative of Jewish
history.

Remaining behind in Egypt
and perhaps even prioritising the
suffering of the Egyptians over
the tears and pain of over 100
years of slavery and death of
their own people at the hand of
the Egyptians, sidelined them
from future Jewish destiny.

In conclusion: There need not
be any contradiction between
striving for human rights and
universal justice and at the same
time being loyal to one’s faith,
people and land. One can be a
champion of human rights and at
the same time believe in the inex-
tricable link between the Jewish
faith, Land and People of Israel.

Our rabbis taught us never to
give up on any fellow Jew - even
when misguided. After all, it is
his actions we assess and never
the person himself. We hope and
pray that you undo the unfortu-
nate and enormous damage that
your report has done to the
Jewish people in general and to
the State of Israel and her heroic
and moral defenders in particu-
lar.

Justice Goldstone, the simple
question that we all need to ask
ourselves is: Which side of
Jewish history are we on?
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Jewish Report

Connecting
Goldstone and
Press freedom

AN IMPORTANT event for South African Jews
on Monday, was the meeting between the SAZF
and Mr Justice Richard Goldstone, following the
furore about his attendance at his grandson’s
barmitzvah. Some of what was said at the meet-
ing appears on page 11.

But the day was also important from an angle
not all people would be aware of: It was World
Press Freedom Day, instituted by the United
Nations and marked annually on May 3 to stress
the importance of freedom of the press and free-
dom of expression in all countries.

South Africa has a high degree of press free-
dom today, relative to most other countries,
backed by a most enlightened Constitution.
Many South Africans today take this freedom for
granted, particularly those too young to remem-
ber the censorship at almost every level of the
society during the bad of old days of apartheid.
But in reality it is a tender plant needing con-
stant nurturing.

A free press is the best antidote to corruption,
self-serving interests and other societal ills.
Without it “Watergate” in the US wouldn’t have
been exposed, or the “Information Scandal” in
South Africa. At present the relentless probing
by the press of the multibillion rand arms deal in
which untold fortunes are believed to have gone
into the pockets of corrupt officials and office-
bearers, will hopefully bear fruit eventually.

There is an unfortunate tendency among some
in Jewish communities both in South Africa and
elsewhere to smear the media with a glib accusa-
tion that its primary output is nothing but super-
ficial “loshon hora”. The Jewish Report in partic-
ular has been the target of such attacks recently.

It is grossly unfair to dismiss, with a sweep of
the hand, an entire facet of modern human soci-
ety - the provision of news and information, and
the carrier of debates and discussions which
keep people informed and in touch with the
world in which they live. The free exchange of
ideas is a fundamental pillar of healthy societies,
including Jewish ones.

As with any profession and craft, some papers
are good and others not. To smear them all with
so broad a brush is, ironically, to engage in a
form of loshon hora itself. The truth is that the
Jewish world is blessed with a profusion of
papers worldwide. There are scores - even hun-
dreds - of them. Almost every community of sig-
nificant numbers has one, ranging from Haredi
to secular flavours. They have always been part
of the richness and diversity of the Jewish world
- in pre-Second World War Warsaw alone, there
were some two dozen Jewish dailies.

To attempt to cast a pall of silence over the
Jewish media would be tragic. Those who would
do so in the name of “loshon hora” should be
cautious and clear about what they in fact are
attempting to silence. Fortunately Jews are
immensely curious and literate and it is impossi-
ble to do so.

There is always a healthy tension between a
newspaper and its readers. Important debates
often start with different factions castigating the
other - and the newspaper that opened the issue
often gets the flak initially. However, if handled
intelligently, the debate can evolve into a con-
structive exchange. Possibly the “Goldstone”
debate will be such a case. The Jewish Report’s
pages have become a platform for this debate,
even being used by some of our severest critics -
including those who accuse us of “loshon hora”.

Itis to the Jewish community’s credit that very
few people have ultimately questioned the
Jewish Report’s right to publish - as a matter of
fact breaking the news - what we did about
Goldstone, and our bona fides, despite the initial
knee-jerk reaction from some of “shooting the
messenger”.

Once our story was shown to be accurate, the
debate moved quickly to the real issues and to
open a much wider debate than the Goldstone
barmitzvah as such.

It is worth strongly affirming the connection
between Monday’s “Goldstone” meeting with SA
Jewish communal leaders and World Press
Freedom Day.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Do indirect peace talks have a shot?

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

ALTHOUGH ISRAELI and Palestinian
leaders are pessimistic about the chances
of a breakthrough in the US-mediated
proximity talks that begin this week, the
Americans hope the process itself will gen-
erate a new peacemaking dynamic.

Whether or not the parties make head-
way, Israeli analysts anticipate a major US
peace push this autumn.

Over the past few months, US officials
have made it clear that the Obama admin-
istration sees Israeli-Palestinian peace as a
major US interest. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, made the point in a
Washington speech last month: Not only
does the lack of peace threaten Israel’s
future and hold back the legitimate aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people, it “desta-
bilises the region and beyond”, she said.

That position has translated into tough
messages to both sides from the Obama
administration’s special envoy for Middle
East peace, George Mitchell, who got the
two sides to agree to launch the indirect
talks and is now set to mediate between
them.

Mitchell has made clear that he has no
intention of merely shuttling between
Jerusalem and Ramallah carrying mes-
sages, but that he intends to put forward
American bridging proposals wherever
they might be helpful.

He also has indicated to both sides that if
the talks falter, the Obama administration
will not be slow to blame the party it holds
responsible. Indeed, Palestinian officials
say Mitchell told them that the United
States would take significant diplomatic
steps against any side it believed was hold-
ing back progress.

The Americans see the proximity talks
as a four-month preparatory corridor lead-
ing to direct negotiations between Israel
and the Palestinians. The strategy seems
to be to get the process moving quickly and
with as much intensity as possible until
next September, when the Israeli morato-
rium on building in West Bank settlements
is due to expire.

Then, Israeli analysts say, President
Barack Obama will reconsider his options:
If the talks are progressing well,
Washington will try to persuade the
Israelis to extend the building freeze and
the Palestinians to agree to direct negotia-
tions.

If the talks, however, are foundering,
Obama may consider putting an American
peace plan on the table and calling an
international peace conference to pressure
the parties to move forward, according to a
recent report by David Ignatius in the
Washington Post, which quoted senior
administration officials.

Israeli media also have reported that
Obama told several key European leaders
that if the talks stall, he will convene an
international peace conference in the
autumn.

The Israeli aim is first and foremost not
to lose the blame game.

The Netanyahu administration in
Jerusalem sees in the proximity talks a
means of managing the conflict and keep-
ing the international community at bay as
long as it is seen to be giving peacemaking
achance. Israeli officials have little faith in
the Palestinians’ negotiating intentions
and suspect them of planning to use the
talks to generate further US pressure on
Israel.

Thus, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has gone out of his way to con-
vince the Americans of his good faith.
Contrary to his previous position - that
core issues like borders, Jerusalem,
refugees, security and water only could be
discussed in direct talks - Netanyahu has
agreed to have everything on the table in
the proximity phase.

More important, he pressed for a vote in
his Likud Party last week deferring inter-
nal party elections for two years, defeating
inveterate party hawks and giving himself
new wiggle room to manoeuvre in the
peacemaking arena.

In the proximity talks, Netanyahu wants
to discuss security and water issues first.
He has ordered his staff to work on an
eight-point brief on security prepared by
the previous Israeli government under
Ehud Olmert. Before Israel makes any
commitments on permanent borders,
Netanyahu wants to clarify the precise
details of Palestinian demilitarisation,
Israeli rights in Palestinian air space, the
functioning of border crossing points and
the deployment of Israeli forces along the
Palestinians’ eastern border with Jordan
to prevent arms smuggling.

At one point Netanyahu considered
offering the Palestinians an interim mini-
state with temporary borders, according to
Israeli media, who reported that President
Shimon Peres and Defence Minster Ehud
Barak, both apparently with Netanyahu’s
approval, tried to persuade Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to
accept an interim state on about 60 per
cent of the West Bank.

This would have removed any lingering
doubts about Israel’s commitment to the
two-state solution without entailing a
major Israeli withdrawal from the West
Bank.

But Abbas, fearful that the temporary
measure could become permanent, quick-
ly shot down the idea. A spokesman for
Netanyahu told JTA that the interim plan
“was out there” and that Abbas had reject-
ed it.

Instead, Netanyahu may be ready to
hand over more West Bank land to
Palestinian political and security control
in a goodwill gesture designed to show
Israel’s ultimate readiness to roll back its
occupation of the West Bank.

Like Israel, the Palestinians’ primary
goal is not to lose the blame game.

Abbas is convinced that a deal with
Netanyahu’s hawkish government is not
possible. Leading Palestinians for months
have been saying that talks with the
Netanyahu government would be futile.

In a speech to his Fatah Party in late
April, Abbas called on Obama to
“impose” a solution that would lead to an
independent Palestinian state.

“Mr President,” he said, “since you
believe in this, it is your duty to take steps
toward a solution and to impose a solu-
tion.”

Israeli intelligence has been warning
that Abbas’ aim is to get the international
community, led by the United States, to
impose a settlement on Israel. The
Palestinian leader also wants
Washington in his corner should he
decide to go to the United Nations for a
binding resolution recognising a
Palestinian state and delineating its bor-
ders.

Given the current lack of trust between
Israel and the Palestinians, American
thinking along similar lines is starting to
take shape.

Zbigniew Brzezinski, a former US
national security adviser, is proposing
that Obama put a new set of peace
parameters on the table and urge the par-
ties to negotiate a final peace deal within
the US-initiated framework. Should
either side refuse, Brzezinski says the
United States should get UN endorse-
ment of the plan, putting unbearable
international pressure on the recalci-
trant party.

Brzezinski reportedly outlined this
position to Obama in a meeting of former
national security advisers convened in
late March by Gen. James Jones, the cur-
rent incumbent.

This is precisely the type of scenario
Israeli analysts are predicting for
September, especially if the proximity
talks fail to make progress: binding
American peace parameters serving as
new terms of reference for an interna-
tional peace conference and subsequent
Israeli-Palestinian peacemaking.

According to senior Israeli officials, the
conference would be held under the aus-
pices of the international Quartet — the
grouping of the United States, European
Union, United Nations and Russia — with
the aim of forging a wide international
consensus for the creation of a
Palestinian state. (JTA)

SAZF and
Goldstone
in historic
encounter

Avrom Krengel, chairman of
the SAZF and Mr Justice
Richard Goldstone, enter the
meeting. (PHOTO: ILAN
OSSENDRYVER)

SEE PAGE 11
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SAZF and Justice Richard Goldstone meet

A delegation comprising senior Jewish communal leaders, headed by the South African Zionist Federation (SAZF), met on Monday with Mr

Justice Richard Goldstone, following weeks of a furore sparked by the intention of the SA Zionist Federation to protest against Goldstone

outside the barmitzvah of his grandson at Sandton shul. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss Justice Goldstone’s participation in the

2009 UN Fact-Finding Mission into the recent conflict in Gaza and the contents of the Report that the Mission subsequently released. The

meeting was chaired by Zev Krengel, chairman of the SA]BD. Justice Goldstone was accompanied by advocate Gilbert Marcus. On this page are

the opening statements of SAZF Chairman Avrom Krengel and Justice Goldstone, which formed the basis of the discussion that followed.

Statement by Avrom Krengel

SIXTY FIVE years after the liberation of
Auschwitz and 62 years since Israel’s inde-
pendence, Jews throughout the world live
lives of unprecedented freedom, dignity and
security, attributable to the existence of the
State of Israel; but it is only her citizens that
make the ultimate sacrifice in order to
ensure her continued existence.

In my capacity as the chairman of the SA
Zionist Federation, I express our deep disap-
pointment and dissatisfaction with your
involvement, as a South African Jew, in
leading the UN Fact-Finding Mission on the
Gaza conflict.

The UN Human Rights Council is notori-
ous for its bias against Israel. Since its cre-
ation in 2006, the UNHRC has devoted 27 of
its 33 censures to resolutions criticising
Israel, but not one against Sri Lanka after it
killed an estimated 20 000 civilians, or
against Sudan for the Darfur atrocities.

The enabling resolution of the UNHRC
upon which your mission was established,
stated that the designated purpose of your
mission was “to investigate all violations of
international human rights law and interna-
tional humanitarian law by the occupying
power, Israel, against the Palestinian people
throughout the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, particularly in the occupied Gaza
Strip, due to the current aggression.”

Your mission of enquiry into the Gaza
conflict, where approximately 1 000 civilians
were Killed, is unprecedented. Never before
has the UNHRC, nor any other organ of the

UN, conducted an investigation of human
rights violations into conflicts which do not
involve massacres, genocide or crimes
against humanity.

Certain aspects of the contents of the
report are highly prejudicial to Israel, while
being extremely favourable towards Hamas.
Your report never misses an opportunity to
mention that Israel refused to co-operate
with the mission. The underlying message is
clear: Israel is to blame for any harsh find-
ings made by your mission against it.

Your approach to Hamas, however, is
entirely different. You state that during your
visits to the Gaza Strip, the mission met with
senior members of the Gaza authorities who
co-operated fully with them.

Clearly you wish the reader to believe that
Hamas co-operated fully and therefore no
adverse findings against it can be made.

Later on in your report, however, a differ-
ent picture emerges. You state that the Gaza
authorities said they had nothing to do with
the Al-Qassam brigades or other armed
groups; and also had “no information on the
activities of the Palestinian armed groups or
about the storage weapons in mosques and
buildings”.

The report also noted that those inter-
viewed in Gaza, appeared reluctant to speak
about the presence or conduct of hostilities
by the Palestinian armed groups.

In other words, based upon the mission’s
own version, absolutely no-one in Gaza co-
operated in respect of the way Hamas and

others conducted their armed operations.
You state that if the Gaza Authorities failed
to prevent Palestinian armed groups from
endangering the civilian population, they
would bear responsibility for the damage
done to Gazan civilians. What you omitted to
include, as you have done whenever describ-
ing Israeli atrocities, was that the refusal of
the Gaza Authorities to co-operate with the
mission forces it to conclude that Hamas did
bear responsibility for the damage done to
Gazan civilians.

Your report provided a complete context
for the reasons for the conflict in Gaza. Over
100 pages detail every actual and alleged
human rights violation Israel has committed
in what you term “the Occupied Palestinian
Territories”, since 1967, designed no doubt to
allow readers to understand why Hamas and
the “other Palestinian armed groups” resort-
ed to rocket fire into southern Israel and the
capture of Gilad Shalit.

In respect of Israel, however, no such con-
textualisation of its actions is provided.
Nowhere do you feel it is of value “for contex-
tual purposes” to mention that Hamasi
founding charter calls for the destruction of
the State of Israel; or that the reason for
Israel’s and Egypt’s blockade of Gaza and the
US and EU sanctions imposed upon Hamas,
is a direct result of Hamas’ refusal to aban-
don its primary aim of destroying Israel.

You fail to mention that Hamas is an
implacable enemy of a two-state solution;
that at the height of the Oslo Peace Accords,
Hamas waged a merciless terror campaign
against Israel, resulting in 150 Israeli civilian
deaths; and killed over 500 Israeli civilians in

suicide bombings between 2000 and 2009.

You also fail to disclose that Hamas is
armed, supported and supplied by Iran, a
country whose president has frequently
stated its desire to destroy the State of Israel
and is suspected of developing nuclear
weapons perhaps for this very purpose.

It now appears that the world has two sets
of international law, one to be applied to
Israel the other to everyone else. Only Israeli
soldiers, generals and politicians will face
the prospect of war crime trials at the
Hague, while those of Russia, United States,
Nato and Sri Lanka, collectively responsible
for the death of over 320 000 civilians during
the past 15 years of armed conflicts, will con-
tinue to act with impunity and immunity.

This situation is not international justice,
but simply a travesty of justice, a reintro-
duction of discriminatory laws and prac-
tices against the Jewish people.

As a fellow Jew, we admonish you for
spending 14 days in the Gaza Strip, listening
to the testimony of hundreds of Gazan resi-
dents while failing to reach out to Corporal
Gilad Shalit who has languished for four
years in a hellhole.

We think it would have been only appro-
priate of you to demand of Hamas the
unconditional release of Shalit or failing
that, at least to visit him and hear firsthand
his story of suffering and isolation,

As a member of the Jewish community,
we ask you to understand our pain and
anger at what you have done and to work
with us in ensuring that Israel is not treat-
ed in a manner different to any other
nation.

Statement by Justice Richard Goldstone

I WELCOME this opportunity of meeting
with you this afternoon.

At the outset, let me say that I have taken
no pleasure in seeing people around the
world criticise the South African Jewish
community and I commend the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies and all
responsible for bringing an end to the unfor-
tunate public issues that had arisen relating
to my grandsonis barmitzvah.

My family and I are delighted that I was
able to attend the barmitzvah on Saturday
and that it was such a joyous and meaning-
ful occasion. I am deeply grateful to Rabbi
(Ziggy) Suchard, the members of the com-
mittee and the congregation at Sandton
Synagogue, for having made this possible.

Without more, allow me to turn to the
Gaza Report that has caused so much anger
in this and other Jewish communities. It is
well known that initially I refused to become
involved with what I considered to be a man-
date that was unfair to Israel by concentrat-
ing only on war crimes alleged to have been
committed by the Israel Defence Forces.

When I was offered an even-handed man-
date that included war crimes alleged to
have been committed against Israel by
Hamas and other militant groups in Gaza,
my position changed.

I have spent much of my professional life
in the cause of international criminal jus-
tice. It would have been hypocritical for me
to continue to speak out against violations of
international law and impunity for war
crimes around the world, but remain silent
when it came to Israel simply because I am
Jewish.

The State of Israel was established in 1948
by the United Nations acting on the princi-
ples of international law. It should not be
surprising that Israel has always committed
itself to being bound by the norms and prac-
tices of international law. I have always

assumed that Israel would wish to be judged
by the highest standards of international
law.

One of the cardinal norms, accepted by
Israel, is that of “distinction”, the require-
ment that there be proportionality between
a military goal and civilian casualties
caused in achieving that goal.

This was the first occasion on which the
UN Human Rights Council was prepared to
consider military operations between Israel
and the militant organisations from all per-
spectives and offer Israel the opportunity of
telling her story to a United Nations inquiry.

I also anticipated that this might herald
the start of a new approach by the Human
Rights Council to adopt an appropriate poli-
¢y in which all similar human rights valua-
tions around the world receive equal atten-
tion.

But sadly for everyone, the Israeli
Government squandered that opportunity.
That did not prevent the Mission from find-
ing that serious war crimes appeared to have
been committed by Hamas and other mili-
tant groups operating from Gaza.

That finding was also accepted by the UN
General Assembly, the Human Rights
Council and the European Parliament. The
right of Israel to act in self-defence was also
not questioned by the Report.

The letters that passed between me and
both Prime Minister (Benjamin) Netanyahu
and the Israeli Ambassador to Geneva, are
attached to the Gaza Report and tell the
story most openly of my desire for Israeli co-
operation and the concerns of Israel with
regard to co-operating with our Mission.

That Israel refused to co-operate, meant
that we had to do the best we could with the
information we were able to gather. I only
wish that the energy that the Government of
Israel and its supporters had put into dis-
crediting the Report, had been invested in

co-operating with our Mission.

It is obvious but must be stated: Had Israel
provided us with credible information to
respond to the allegations we received, they
would have been given appropriate consider-
ation and could potentially have influenced
our findings. That was unfortunately not
forthcoming. We cannot undo the past.

In conclusion, I would state that it is
regrettable that the majority of the mem-
bers of the Israeli Government decided
against accepting the first and primary rec-
ommendation of the Gaza Mission namely,
to launch its own open and credible investi-

gation into the findings contained in the
Report.

That is still a course open to it and if
adopted and implemented in good faith,
would effectively put an end to calls for
international criminal investigations.

I am not aware that the UN Gaza Report
has or is being used to delegitimise Israel by
questioning her right to exist as a member of
the international community. I would object
to any such use being made of it.

I also express my expectation and hope
that the UN Human Rights Council will treat
all violations of humanitarian law, no mat-
ter by who committed, in an even-handed
manner and hold all members of the United
Nations to the same standards.

Stamelman

PROPERTIES

CONTACT
Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168
Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

" RENTAL [
DIVISION

PROPERTIES TO LET

 Norwood House: R12 000

 Oaklands: 2 bed, garden. R14 000
 Melrose: Apt 3 bed, 2 bath. R10 000
o St Andrews Cluster: 4 bed. R10 000

o Parkhurst: Cottage, 1 bed. R5 000

o Dunhurst Estate: 2 bed, garden. R8 000

 Hazelwood: 2 bed, 2 bath. R6 000

© Gresswold: 2 bed, simplex. R6 500

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

k- IS )
Now headed up by
Lorraine Benson. Her
dedicated service
delivery and years of
experience will not
let you down!
Call her today for
all your RENTAL
requirements.
(011) 885-3742 or
083-457-1775 or
Rentals@stamel-
\manpropenies.co.za/ \_

o Glenhazel: 2 bed, 2 bath, simplex. R780 000

o Glenhazel/Lyndhurst: 4 bed, 3 bath, pool, garden,
cottage and more. R1,3 mil

o Waverley: 2 bed, simplex. R1,2 mil
o Sydenham: Fixer-upper R750 000
o Fairmount: 4 bed, 2 bath, pool, garden. R1,5 mil

* 2 in Savoy Estate: 3 bed, 3 recep, maids, garden
townhouses. R 600 000 & R650 000

~

 Oaklands: 2 bed, garden, fully furnished. R16 000

o Glenhazel: Garden townhouse, 3 bed, 2 bath, R1,3 mil

o Sydenham: Large family home, 4 clusters. Early R4 mil

 Bagleyston: 3 bed, 2 bath, cottage and more. R1,3 mil

o Rouxville: Renovated 3 bed, 2 bath, 3 recep. Late R1 mil

GLENHAZEL

Reduced to sell. Finish building your

dream home in Corbel Crescent. We

have interest, don't delay call to view
today NOW. From R 2,4 mil

J
= HIGHLANDS NORTH/PERCELIA ESTATE
B Brand-new release - in the boom! In
immaculate condition, 3 huge recep,
eat-in kitchen, 3 beds, space for 4th, 2
baths and so much more. Be quick, will
be SOLD! Mid R1 mil
J

SYDENHAM N

3 beds, 2 baths, garden, let cottage
and more! Early to mid R1 mil.

ON SHOW Sunday 14:00-17:00
12th Ave, follow SP pointers

v

« For pictures of these and other properties go to www.stamelmanproperties.co.za
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COMPILED BY
ROBYN SASSEN
Call 084-319-7844 or
info@frodo.co.za at

least one week prior to
publication
Artspace, Rosebank: An

exhibition of new work by
Richard Smith until May 19,
(011) 880-8802.

Goodman Gallery, Rose-
bank: “Transcend”, an exhibi-
tion of new work by Diane
Victor, until May 22, (011) 788-
1113.

Joburg Theatre, Braamfon-
tein: In the Fringe, “Mile High
Cathy Specific”, with Brendan
van Rhyn until May 29, (011)
877-6800.

Johannesburg Art Gallery,
Joubert Park: William Ken-
tridge’s “I am not me; The
Horse is not Mine”, until
August 1, (011) 725-3130.

Linder Auditorium, Park-
town: On May 12 and 13, the
JPO performs Brahms’ Violin
Concerto, op. 77 and his
Symphony no. 4. Conductor:
Alesander Rahbari; soloist
Philippe Graffin (violin), (011)
789-2733.

Manor Gallery, Fourways:
“New Signatures” the 83rd
national annual exhibition of
the Watercolour Society of
South Africa, May 9-29, (011)
465-7934.

Market, Newtown: The annu-
al Zwakala Festival: “8
Minuets” by Clive Mathibe and
“Madi” by Mike Makou, in the
Barney Simon Theatre, May
11-23, (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, “Andre, the
Hilarious Hypnotist”, until
May 30; in the Main Theatre,
“Boeing Boeing”, directed by
Alan Swerdlow until May 2; in
Teatro, “Grease”, until June 13,
(011) 511-1818.

Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: “Duet for
One” by Tom Kempinski, May
11-June 6. Friday lunchtime
concert features Amit Yahav
(piano) on May 7; Luke Newby
(clarinet) and Ilse Myburgh
(piano) on May 14, (011) 883-
8606.

RCHCC, Oaklands: “Where is
Kovno?” an audiovisual proj-
ect by Yda Walt, Andy Spitz,
Alice Kentridge and Phillip
Miller, on May 16, (011) 728-
8088.

University of Johannes-
burg, Auckland Park: In the
theatre, international choreog-
rapher Redha Benteifour
brings “Redha’s Giselle”,
danced by the Tshwane Dance
Theatre, under the direction of
Esther Nasser, until May 8, 072-
122-9692. In the Gallery,
“Rendezvous”, an exhibition of
original lithographs by artists
ranging from Picasso and Man
Ray to William Kentridge and
Dominic Thorburn, curated by
Gordon Froud and Paul
Boulitreau and on show until
May 26, (011) 559-2099.

ROBYN SASSEN

THIS WEEKEND William Ken-
tridge’s “This is not Me, the Horse is
not Mine”, opened at the
Johannesburg Art Gallery (JAG).
This exhibition by our top selling
artist, is the start of “In Context”, a
series of exhibitions in Johan-
nesburg, designed to give soccer vis-
itors more to see than soccer.

But this year is significant for the
Johannesburg Art Gallery for more
reasons than the Fifa World Cup. It
marks the collection’s centenary.

It’s an ironic milestone. When the
collection began, this side of
Johannesburg was proudly clean
and proper and much sought-after.
Now it remains one of the dirtiest,
shoddiest and more dangerous sides
of town, in spite of all the good
intentions of arts administrators,
artists and art lovers.

The collection was established by
Lady Florence Phillips, wife of the
mining magnate, Sir Lionel. With
£20 000, she purchased 130 afford-
able Impressionist works. The first
in the gallery’s records are oils by
Philip Wilson Steer. In 1911, JAG’s
foundation stone was laid; the build-
ing was designed by Sir Edwin
Lutyens and completed in 1914.

Gradually, the gallery’s collecting
focus turned local, and more gradu-
ally, black. In 1940 the JAG pur-
chased “Yellow Houses” by Gerard
Sekoto. It was the first and
remained the only work by a black
artist in the gallery for nearly 50
years.

Chief Curator of the JAG from
January 2009, Antoinette Murdoch,
spoke to Jewish Report. She cited a
mock advert by New York Times’
Paul Goldberger, for a job like hers:
“Wanted: charming, erudite execu-
tive with the diplomatic skills of a
foreign service officer, the financial
skills of an investment banker and
the social skills of a 1950s wife.

“The job requires the academic
background of a serious scholar,
with willingness to let most of this
knowledge go unused in favour of
poring over budgets and staffing
issues. Perks include long hours,
low pay and the chance to see your
name in the press every time you
make even the slightest wrong
move.”

Enumerating the complicated
challenges in this job, she echoed
many of the words of one of her
predecessors, Rochelle Keene, who
held the post for 25 years. Talking
from her office at the Adler
Museum of Medicine at Wits
University, where she is now cura-
tor, Keene explained how it was her
background in museum manage-
ment which got her the
job. “Joubert Park was
in 1978, a buzzy part

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

of town. The early years were
good.”

Educated in museology, she did
not aspire to be an artist. “Often
artists get jobs in art administra-
tion and are frustrated by the
bureaucracy.”

But even for a museum profes-
sional, running the JAG was frus-
trating, particularly in the last few
years. “How many times does one
need to step, first thing in the morn-
ing, ankle deep into water because
the gallery had flooded in the night?
The job was less about art than
transformation. Comments like
“‘You are not going to be a white
madam for much longer’, were
often tilted at me.

“However, transformation within
the staff body was genuine,” she
emphasises. Keene was appointed
in 1978. “In the 1980s and 1990s,
under the previous city council, the
taxi rank in King George Street
began informally. We raised our
concerns about this at council meet-
ings; the response was that elimi-
nating or moving the rank would
call for political intervention and
everything was so fragile at the
time. Nothing was done.

“I had to put up a brave front to
the public who asked me what I was
doing about the taxi rank. Not only
was it out of my hands, it was out of
my jurisdiction to mention it.”

As the country transformed, the
gallery weathered violence. “The
Shell House shooting in March 1994
was memorable. Often during those
years, we would come to work on a
Monday morning to find dead bod-
ies in the park.”

The institution has rocked with
controversy over the years. It was
disparaged when it was built - no
one told London-born Lutyens that
the sun shines from the north in the
southern hemisphere, and he built
its impressive entrance coldly fac-
ing south, and disused.

By 1969, its existence was under
threat. “City art gallery worth
£250 000, goes up for sale,” the Rand
Daily Mail reported. Plans were
underway to sell it to the South
African Railways, as a museum,
with the idea of building an art
gallery near the War Museum off
Oxford Road, Parktown.

Reasons for this shift were that
the gallery is “too small and no
longer suits its purpose”. This deci-
sion was overturned.

In the late “70s, Keene recalled, “a
group of mainly Jewish people who
ran the Friends of the Johan-
nesburg Art Gallery, raised funds
for the JAG and were valuable to its
ethos. When so many Jews left
Johannesburg, external funding
dwindled.”

moth ride at all...

The back of the Johannesburg Art Gallery, used, because of its unny

northfacing disposition, as the gallery’s entrance. It features an
Edoardo Villa sculpture as part of its welcome to the public. (PHOTO-
GRAPH COURTESY JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY)

S

Installation of the recent Thami Mnyele exhibition showing the Johan-
nesburg Art Gallery’s gloriously high ceilings and bold architecture.
(PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN HODGKISS, COURTESY JOHANNESBURG ART GALLERY)

In the early eighties, the city
council approved extensions to the
building. Aimed, according to a
press release as “a fusion into the
Lutyens footprint with quiet fore-
ground elements so placed as to
support and enhance the inherent-
ly grand stature of the existing edi-
fice”, it is sadly this part of the
building which is leaking and rust-
ing, creating a harsh eyesore at the
gallery’s commonly-used entrance,
which faces the park, which has
become a haven for vagrants and
other unsavoury elements.

Other issues were at play in 2004,
when Johannesburg’s city council
wanted to “mothball” the collec-
tion and turn the building into “a
mini-White House” for the then
provincial premier, Mbhazima
Shilowa.

The idea was violently opposed
by the then director of the JAG,
Clive Kellner, who enjoyed the
staunch support of, among others,
former Constitutional Judge, Mr
Justice Albie Sachs and William
Kentridge. Architecture critic Alan
Lipman stated it would be “a slap
in the face for Johannesburg’s citi-
zens”.

These plans were established
because of the “irreversible deteri-
oration of the gallery’s facilities,
owing to funding neglect by succes-
sive councils”; space shortage; and

The frontage of the

Johannesburg Art Gallery,

. . designed by Sir Edwin
. Lutyens, which faces

5 the cold south.

\ (PHOTOGRAPH

COURTESY JOHAN-

NESBURG ART

GALLERY)

crime. Murdoch has a different take:
“I wish we did not have to be reliant
on the city’s structure. When I
undertook this job, I inherited years
and years of council neglect.”

To date, the gallery and its collec-
tion remain caught between the
park and the railway line. But most
significant of all its challenges as
Murdoch comments, is the issue of
ignorance.

“Someone commented on what a
cool job I must have, to sit in my
office all day long and paint paint-
ings,” she commented. Keene sup-
ports her: “The value of our her-
itage is an ongoing battle to make
people understand the worth of our
museums.

“The collection is by no means
comprehensive,” Murdoch adds.
“We remain in awe of the white
European artists, as much of mod-
ernist thinking was, but the consid-
erable collection of prints be-
queathed by Howard Pim in 1934, is
part of the core of our collection,
and comprises works by Diirer,
Goya, Picasso and Turner, to name
but a few.

The gallery’s registrar, Reshma
Chhiba adds that in terms of mone-
tary value, Pissarro’s “La Forét”
was recently valued at R38 million,
“and this does not mean we should
overlook the works by Rembrandt,
Degas, Picasso and Millet in our
holdings. But those are only the
international historical artists. Our
collection of modern South African
and traditional African objects are
but two examples of how fine a col-
lection this is. Sometimes people
should force themselve to look
beyond the unmowed grass and the
presence of the metro police, before
they condemn our heritage,” she
adds.

The enthusiastic attendance at
Kentridge’s opening, attests to the
handling of this task. Murdoch is
cognisant of how complicated it
remains. JAG feels to be in good
hands.

» “I Am Not Me, the Horse Is Not
Mine”, by William Kentridge is on
until August 1; May 23 sees the
opening of “Without Masks - a
Contemporary Afro Cuban Art
Exhibition” curated by Orlando
Hernandez, (011) 725-3130.
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Good reads for cold nights

REVIEWED BY GWEN PODBREY

Mandela’s Way:
Lessons on Life
by Richard
Stengel
(Random House
Struik, R195)

A simplistic, but
useful distilla-
tion of some of
the crucial in-
sights given - but not always heeded
- by Mandela, whose immense wis-
dom, moral strength and humility
have been evident at every junc-
ture in his remarkable life.

Stengel, who came to know
him well while collaborating
with him on his autobiography,
recounts great lessons from a
great man, including why one
should keep one’s rivals close,
why courage amounts to more
than bravado and why solving
problems depends largely on
how we define them. Suitable for
younger readers.

Mandela’s

The Harrowing
by Robert
Dinsdale
(Faber & Faber,
R128)

When William
Redmond and
his resentful,
overshadowed
younger broth-
er, Samuel - both enlisted with
England’s Chapeltown Rifles
during 1916 - take a walk on the
moor one day, Samuel hurls a
rock at his elder sibling’s head,
knocking him unconscious. He
then flees the scene.

Some time later, William dis-
covers that Samuel has been
sent to the hellish frontline of
Flanders, as a punishment for
attempted murder, and sets out
to rescue him. A deeply moving
tale of personal conflict against
the backdrop of global war, and
the Dblurred lines between
betrayal, loyalty and redemp-
tion.

Hunting
Eichmann by HUNTING
Neal Bascomb EICHMANN
(Quercus, -~
R334) L

i ]
Yet another acc- e
ount of the [
hunt for one of e
the Third Rei- MEAL BASCOMB

ch’s most noto-
rious criminals, and his dramat-
ic capture and trial. The book
does not add significantly to an
already exhaustively document-
ed chapter in Holocaust history,
but it is better written than
many other works on the
subject and recaptures the
intrigue and tension of those
who played prominent roles in
the saga.

It also reminds us of what
Hannah Arendt famously des-
cribed as “the banality of evil”,
re-exploring the character of
Eichmann and the berserk
impulses that led him to aspire
to mass murder.

59 Seconds:
Think a Little,
Change a Lot
by Prof
Richard
Wiseman (Pan
Macmillan,
R125)

A refreshingly
grounded take
on a very stale subject: self-help.
It is hard to believe that anyone
is so fundamentally disorganised
that they require a book to lead
them out of lethargy. (Would
they get round to reading it?)
Nevertheless, this one offers
step-by-step exercises to clear
the mind, identify goals, strate-
gise steps towards attaining
them and enhance communica-
tion skills. Wiseman’s tome
debunks many of the myths com-
prising popular attitudes to-
wards achieving happiness and
success, concentrating on action
and efficiency, rather than intro-

spection, and on what can be
achieved in under one minute.

The Other Family
by Joanna
Trollope (Random
House Struik,
R235)

Joanna

Trollope

e Othes Fampty

Another fulsome
tapestry of frus-
trated romance,
gender wars and
convoluted fami-
ly ties from the Queen of chick-lit.
Chrissie has loved Richie for 23
years. She has borne his three
daughters, tended their home and
been an exemplary partner.

So why will he still not buy a
ring and make an honest woman
out of her? Because he’s still hung
up on his old flame, Margaret, and
the life he had with her in the dis-
tant past. So when he suddenly
dies, the women must battle it out
for his assets. Schmaltzy, escapist
reading.

FELDMAN
ON FILM

Peter Feldman

PICK OF THE WEEK
Taking Woodstock

Cast: Demetri Martin, Emile
Hirsch, Imelda Staunton, Henry
Goodman, Jonathan Groff; Mamie
Gummer; Eugene Levy, Liev
Schreiber
Director: Ang Lee

Do not expect to see a film about
Woodstock, because the famous
concert on Max Yasgur’s farm is
merely a hook.

Upon this hook director Ang Lee
has hung a delightful and invigor-
ating story about a small, rundown
town capitalising on the nearby
hippie happening. An integral
aspect of the picture, too, is the
colourful menagerie of souls who
flocked to see the musical icons of
the day, Jimi Hendrix, Bob Dylan,
Janis Joplin and Joe Cocker, per-
form.

Demetri Martin plays Elliot, a
young man who works as an interior
designer in Greenwich Village and
who feels empowered by the gay
rights movement. However, he can-
not continue to pursue his career
because his talents are required to
help run the family business - a
dumpy Catskills motel called the El
Monaco.

His overbearing parents, Jake
(Henry Goodman) and Sonia
Teichberg (Imelda Staunton), are
running the shabby enterprise into
the ground, and Elliott has to save it
from bank foreclosure.

In the summer of 1969, Elliot
moves back upstate to the E1 Monaco
where discovers that the neighbour-
ing town of Wallkill, New York, has
lost the right to stage a planned
music and arts festival.

So Elliott steps in and offers his
family’s motel to the promoters to
generate much-needed business.
Soon Woodstock staff members
move into the El Monaco ahead of
half a million people who are on
their way to Yasgur’s nearby farm
for “three days of Peace & Music in
White Lake”.

What makes “Taking Woodstock”
so totally engaging is its fresh, play-

ful and amusing script and the
eccentric characters it unearths,
one being Liev Schreiber, as a no-
nonsense gay security guard whose
true feminine side is revealed in his
sense of dress.

Ang Lee, a renowned filmmaker
with serious cinematic credentials,
has fashioned an immensely funny
and agreeable tale with a gallery of
striking portrayals, most notably
from Imelda Staunton and South
Africa’s Henry Goodman as Elliot’s
colourful parents.

He distils the flavour of this trans-
forming event and hints at how it
transformed some who were there,
including the conservative Elliot
who gets his first taste of free love
and drugs.

Lee excels at keeping his busy
production afloat by infusing it with
an appealing air of levity and split-
screen techniques which pay hom-
age to the 1970 documentary.

It’s not the film’s intention to
recreate the epochal Woodstock
Music and Art Fair, adroitly cap-
tured in Michael Wadleigh’s memo-
rable documentary. Essentially it’s
a small, intimate film into which
Lee has grafted a peripheral view of
the landmark event.

HAVE
PLEASURE
IN INVITING
YOUTO A
BOOK
LAUNCH:

21% are Jewish. Dovid will talk on

Sunday

of
BEVACHAD o oo
LIBRARIES  (Coio stones

S

In today’s competitive world the winning of a Nobel Prize (s very highly
regarded, The main criterion is that the work is of benefit to mankind, Of the
762 individual Nobel Prize winners over this 105 year period, almost

some of the characteristics common

to many of the laureates, fustrating these with anecdotes about therm.

16th May

2:30 for 3:00 pm
2 Elray Street, Raedene
RSVP to Norma (011) 645-2567 by 14th May
library@beyachad.co.za
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served

The book, which would make a wonderful gift, or an excellent
addition to any home collection, will be available for purchase

Leave your
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THE

.; -

)

www.ascot.co.za
info@ascot.co.za

RIENCE?

WE ST

0CH
LEADING BRANDS

-

THE WORLD OF MATTRESSES

WOODMEAD
011 802 5336

Commercial Park,
Waterfall Crescent

WE ARE OPEN
ON SUNDAYS

Woodmead §

Landlord Services:

+ Effective advertising

+ Effective rental procurement
- Effective rental management

+ Value added offerings to our
clients

benefit from our services!

US

Tel: 011

SPECIALISTS
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Disclaimer

The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be
expressed. Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the editor, staff or directors of the Jewish Report

Guidelines for letters

Letters up to 400 words will get preference. Please provide your full first name and surname, place of
residence, and a daytime contact telephone or cell number. We do not publish letters under noms de
plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or shortened.

DIET AND KASHRUT: MORE THAN NOT EATING MEAT

SO FAR the discussion on vegetarianism
and kashrut has focused on meat eating.
Scientific information on fish and eggs will
shed more light on the issue.

Here are quotations from the magazine
“Compassion” (Summer 2009/10): “Fish feel
pain and stress like mammals... They have
nerve endings in the mouth, so hooking cer-
tainly causes terrible pain... Fish suffer
even if they are released after capture.
[There is also] the stress of being handled...
although many are left to suffocate to death
on land.

“This is the same as drowning for
humans... Fish have a layer of skin and
mucus over the scales. This layer is very
sensitive... Fishing, by all accounts, causes
more suffering than hunting land animals.”

In The Secret Life of Plants by Tompkins
& Bird (Chapter 1), a researcher tells of an
experiment with plants. By recording reac-

tions when they were hooked up to a device
much like a cardiograph machine, he
showed pretty conclusively that plants have
the ability to remember and recognise per-
sons who have done them harm.

One plant attached to this device hap-
pened to be in the experimenter’s Kkitchen.
When he plunged an unfertilised egg into
boiling water, the machine registered
strong activity from the plant. After dissect-
ing the egg, he found no traces of any
organs.

The logical deduction is that even if an
egg is not fertilised, it does not mean that it
lacks the potential for life; life must be there
in a dormant state. Clearly the egg was
reacting in sympathy with its neighbour
which had been “killed”.

Dr Bryna Lewis
Port Elizabeth

OTHERS WOULD HAVE BROUGHT OUT A WORSE REPORT THAN

GOLDSTONE

THE MALICIOUS and aggressive tone of
the attacks on Justice Richard Goldstone
are neglecting to take into account what
the content of the Gaza Report would
have been had Justice Goldstone not
accepted the appointment to lead the
Human Rights Council investigation into
all violations of international human
rights law and international humanitari-
an law that might have been committed at
any time in the context of the military
operations that were conducted in Gaza
during the period December 27 2008 and
January 18 2009, whether before, during
or after.

There were plenty of eager candidates
available to head the investigation with
the sole aim of producing a report that
would vilify and prove that Israel is a
Nazi state, whose aim is the genocide of

the Palestinian people, as substantiated
by the actions of Israel during Operation
Cast Lead against the civilian population
of Gaza.

This report would then have been used
as the basis of laying charges under the
Genocide Convention against the leaders
of Israel in the International Court of
Justice.

Justice Goldstone was brave enough to
accept the appointment to lead the inves-
tigation, so preventing the negative sce-
nario mentioned above. Having completed
the thankless job, he and his family in
South Africa should at least be granted
the freedom to enjoy their simcha in the
South African tradition.

Louis Mielke
Glenhazel, Johannesburg

HOW CAN ANY JEW NOT BE AFFILIATED TO ISRAEL?

IF 60 per cent of our community are unaf-
filiated with Israel then, our leaders as
well as rank and file, have something very
serious to consider. How can such a large
percentage of our community not want to
associate even with the existence of the
State of Israel?

Israel, is a country that has suffered
constant strife for 62 years, but in spite of
all this, has built a steady democracy. Her
technology and medical advancement is
world class; her scientists help the United
States with many projects.

When it comes to disasters, Israel helps
worldwide. She does this quietly and effi-
ciently but, most of the time it goes
unrecognised. Look how many lives she
has saved in Haiti, which was hardly men-
tioned here in South Africa.

Julius Malema has gone to Venezuela to
visit President Hugo Chavez, who is a
close associate of (Iranian President)
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. How will that
play out? What are unaffiliated Jews
thinking? Do these Jews want another
Holocaust?

If they think siding with the
Palestinians will save their skin, they
must think again as peace will only come
if we “stand together” and open our eyes.

One would think that peace would have
come long ago seeing we are supposed to
be cousins.

The Arabs helped to intensify the

Holocaust through Haj Amin El
Huisseinni who collaborated with Hitler.
It is not going to be an easy task to negoti-
ate with the Arab countries, even IF they
agree to a two-state solution (which is the
only option for “shalom”) although, this
could also backfire and the next thing
they will want our Israel!

So, I think these 60 per cent Jews must
wake up and realise they are making a
huge mistake and risking the lives of
world Jewry.

Of course, one does not need to accept
all the political actions of the State, to
demonstrate love and loyalty to it. The
Jewish people have no other friend than
themselves; why create a sense of alien-
ation between ourselves?

Can we not just stand together to hon-
our our achievements as well as our sacri-
fices along the journey that is far from
being completed in the Land of Israel,
promised to us in our sacred tradition?

Noreen Olshewsky
Gardens, Cape Town

In a subsequent clarification by the author
of the article referred to - which we pub-
lished in the following issue - it was point-
ed out that it should have read “60 per cent
of the leadership of the community”. But it
doesn’t detract from the content of your let-
ter. - Editor

LOOKING FOR...

LOOKING FOR RELATIVES OF ISADORE EVANS

MICHELLE ESSERS of Netanya in Israel
is keen to contact relatives of Barnett
Evans who came to South Africa around
1894. His son 1is Isadore (Yitzhak)
Butchie Evans. Esser believes Isadore’s

wife’s name may be Hanah and that
they have a son living in Plettenberg
Bay.

Essers can be contacted at her e-mail
address, michelleessers@yahoo.co.uk

INFORMATION ON MALKA SKUDOVICH NEEDED

DANIT PELEG, co-ordinator of The
Company for Location and Restitution of
Holocaust Victims Assets Ltd, trying to find
information on Malka Skudovich (née
Filvinski) from Lithuania born 08/02/1900

to Shmuel-Vulf and Eta-Mera.
“We are also looking for her daughter Hana
who got married in Johannesburg in 1956.”
Peleg can be contacted at
Danit.Peleg@hashava.org.il

PARALLELS BETWEEN SHUHADA POSTER AND HAMAS KIDS

OBVIOUSLY, having written my last letter
on the (Open Shuhada Street) matter, I
expected some criticism.

I do however find Daniel Mackintosh’s
statement that the situation in (the black
township of) Khayelitsha (near Cape
Town) is worse than in Sderot, which has
to deal with thousands of missiles on a
daily basis, mindboggling.

However, Ilan Straus’ letter has some
merit. “Anyone is entitled to his opinion.”
Well, that is all I am doing, expressing my
personal opinion. Was it necessary for all
the people to inform us what good citizens
they are and state their specifics, like on
Aids and education?

“Kol hakavod” to them and may they
continue doing their good work. Allow me
to present my personal credentials. For
the past 45 years I have been caring for the
physically and mentally disabled of our
community, which extended to helping
non-Jewish and black groups swell.

I am a founder member of Kibbutz
Lubner, Hatikvah House, Camp David in
the Magaliesberg and executive member
of Nokatula School in Alexandra town-
ship. During my first’ ‘youth” I served in
Israel’s 88th Airborne Paratroop Division
and participated in the 1956 Sinai
Campaign.

Returning to Shuhada Street, which
after all is the main purpose of all the cor-
respondence: Many people are of the opin-
ion that sending out young people with

posters against Israel, is the same as what
is being done by Hamas and the Intifada,
who, when demonstrating, send their youth
in front, not carrying posters, but with
slingshots and stones, doing much more
harm. As events may deteriorate in Israel,
letters to the media will get “stronger”,
debates more vicious and ultimately con-
frontational.

The State of Israel is the centrality of the
Jewish people and pockets of Jewish com-
munities, allover the world, are its satel-
lites, interlocked with each other. We are
one people in our spiritual home.

Although Jews may have their feet firm-
ly on the ground of the countries they have
chosen to be good citizens of, their hearts
are always in Jerusalem, the city towards
which they face on a daily basis and direct
their prayers.

Just thinking of past Jewish history: Our
people have been vulnerable for the past
3 000 years.

Should anything happen, which once
again threatens the Jewish people, be it in
our country or in another part of the world,
“Tzva Haganah Leyisrael” [Israel’s
Defence Forces] will be at the ready.

They are familiar with Africa, they found
their own way to Entebbe in Uganda; all
they will have to do is continue their flight
in a southerly direction.

Jack Shapiro
Fairvale, Johannesburg

WHERE IS YOUR COMPASSION FOR JEWS MAIMED AND KILLED?

GOOD FOR you, Rosiai, Phillipa and Bette
for shedding tears for the Arabs finally on
the receiving end in Gaza (in Operation Cast
Lead).

Ag shame. However, where are your tears
and compassion for the Jews killed and
maimed by the Arabs over the last 62 years in
wars instigated by them in virtually every

case and by their suicide bombers?

Please read what Alan Dershowitz, a
prominent, prestigious and one of the top
lawyers in America has to say about the
Goldstone Report.

Jack Miller
Gresswold, Johannesburg

AN UNSETTLING DISCOURSE ON THE WORD ‘SETTLERS’

MY SISTER-IN-LAW sent me a Shabbos
Sermon on from Baltimore. This was my
reply to her.

The Israeli people:

I am wondering how Noam Chomsky the
American Jewish sociolinguist and political
activist, is handling the new anti-Israel shift
of language-use and meaning, in light of his
strong views on the way that America manu-
factures consent through the way it uses lan-
guage.

Perhaps he will get on Israel’s side, now
that new conflations between Israeli belliger-
ence and the dying American soldiers are
erupting.

One word that could be eliminated from use
entirely and forever and which originates in
the Middle East, is the word “Settlers”. There
is a loss in the translation.

“Settlers”. By whom are they known as
Settlers? What is a Settler? Where did the cap-
ital “S” come from? Am I a “Settler” in
Rouxville in Johannesburg? Until when?
Until I own a house? I'm a first generation
South African. Am I still and forever a
“Settler”? I've never felt that South Africa is
my motherland or that I am in some way inex-
tricably bonded to this place.

Am I a “Settler”? Why has no-one in South
Africa ever called me a “Settler”? Only in
Israel are people spoken of as “Jewish set-
tlers” and we Jews allow it.

It has been constantly used in the post-'67
War context. At first it appeared to be compli-
mentary - people who were pioneers and
courageous. But it is a word with a trap.

What happens after the pioneering? Do
they  become “long-term settlers”?
Transience is implied and is derogatory. Are
they Israel’s or the Middle East’s softer kind
of refugees? No - they are Israeli people - per-
manent citizens who live there.

In Hebrew “mityashvim”, settlers, is a posi-
tive word, implying commitment , those who
settle in and initiate permanence in a place
where they settle down. More to do with being
set and fixed, than even a smidgen of “tran-
sience” . Through use, the word, in Hebrew,
has also come to infer determination and
insistence.

In English when used in reference to Israel,

the word “settler” asks: “For how long are
these people still going to BE there? What are
their plans? Where are they going to next?
And who said they could be here in the first
place?”

Another expression in the vernacular
about Israel is “The Israeli people”. Have you
ever heard an Arab or a BBC reporter talk
about “The Israeli people”? They always say
“The Israelis”.

We hear a lot about the “Palestinian peo-
ple”. Once they were “The Palestinians” If
you add the word “people”, this brings the
meaning closer to the heart - they are human-
ised.

Never mind the lack of recognition of
Israel, the country. The people cannot be
acknowledged. To say the words together:
“Israeli people” changes the conceptual prox-
imity. “The Israelis” becomes morphed into a
humanised and a mentally accessible entity -
perhaps no longer the enemy.

(By analogy, in South Africa there is a sim-
ilar “economy” of language. We hear our gov-
ernment and others talk a lot about “The
poor”. The poor? The poor what? The poor -
patronising symbol of a further polarised and
stratified society.

If South Africans say “the poor people” or
the poor people among us”, it becomes too
close to the heart, too real and begs more com-
passion.

Maybe this is one of South Africa’s rites of
passage towards becoming counted among
the nations of the world - having our very own
“nouveau-poor”).

To say “the Israelis”, is a hair’s breath from
saying “the Zionists”. Where once both
expressions implied “heroism”, since 1967
with the insidious and powerful international
anti-Israel propaganda, both have come to
infer “other” , “them” or even “taboo”.

So, let us insert, through our determined
and insistent use, the term “the Israeli peo-
ple”. Through repetition it will become collo-
quial and enter the lexicon of Chomsky, US
President Barack Obama, his buddy Reverend
Wright, Mrs Hillary Clinton, the BBC, and
the Arab people.

Beverley Price
Rouxville, Johannesburg
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COMMUNITY COLUMNS

ABOVE

Zev Krengel,
National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

“NEVER LET a serious crisis go to waste.
What I mean by that is it’s an opportunity to
do things you couldn’t do before.”

It was with this quote from a speech by
White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel
that I decided, as chairman, to introduce last
Monday’s meeting between Justice Richard
Goldstone and a delegation of Jewish leaders
led by the SA Zionist Federation.

What I wanted to convey thereby, was the
message that for all the unpleasantness of
the past few weeks, it had provided us with

the opportunity of engaging in honest, face-
to-face dialogue. The very crisis in which we
had found ourselves, had given rise to a forum
in which frank, open but perhaps above all
civilised discussion, could take place.

Certainly, the meeting was not an easy one.
For the Jewish delegation, its primary pur-
pose was to communicate our community’s
hurt and anger over Justice Goldstone’s cen-
tral role in what we firmly believe to have
been a process of unjustly singling Israel out
for condemnation.

Mr Goldstone, for his part, took the oppor-
tunity to explain what had motivated him to
take on that brief. Naturally, there remained
afterwards many areas of disagreement, but
the very process of exchanging ideas and
understanding one another’s point of view,
was beneficial. This, after all, is the South

Civilised discussion wins the day

African way.

We had managed to come from a situation
of complete polarisation in which no dialogue
was possible to one where the issues could be
debated in a rational, respectful manner. This
I see as a real achievement for our communal
leadership who, despite often having different
perspectives, were able to come together in
arriving at the best possible solution to the
problem and ensuring that it worked.

We welcome the fact that Justice Goldstone
stressed the importance of even-handedness
in the way the UN operates. As he wrote, “I
express my expectation and hope that the UN
Human Rights Council will treat all violations
of humanitarian law, no matter by who com-
mitted, in an even-handed manner and hold
all members of the United Nations to the
same standards.”

We further welcome his statement that he
would object to the UN Gaza Report being
used “to delegitimise Israel by questioning
her right to exist as a member of the inter-
national community.”

The willingness of ordinary members of
our community to put their personal feel-
ings aside and act in accordance with what
the communal leadership had decided, was
also in evidence on the day of the barmitz-
vah itself.

The occasion elicited strong emotions and
many felt deeply uncomfortable, yet in the
end there was not a single instance of any-
one seeking to disrupt the proceedings.

As a result, the barmitzvah was conduct-
ed with all the necessary dignity and deco-
rum such occasions deserve and for that I
commend and thank all those present for
the way they conducted themselves.

This column is paid for by the SAJBD
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GAZA IS VERY FAR REMOVED FROM THE SAFE US

NOW THAT the hullabaloo over Mr Justice
Goldstone has (finally?) died down, I would
like to address my comments to Phillipa
Maister of Atlanta and Bette Kiernan of Palo
Alto (both from the US), Roshi Hirschowitz of
Parktown North, and all those who think like
them, Jews and gentiles alike.

The writers mentioned above, all live far
away from Gaza; they sleep safely at night,
never have to worry about suicide (read homi-
cide) bombers, rockets raining down on them
or their children/grandchildren, or the daily
attempted incursions by Hamas to abduct
Israeli soldiers so that Hamas can use the lat-
ter as “bargaining chips” to secure the release
of 1 000 plus Palestinian murderers, locked up
in Israeli jails, who have admitted that they
would return to their terrorist activities when
released.

I have never ever read a letter from any of
the abovementioned people protesting the fact
that (kidnapped soldier) Gilad Shalit has been
kept in solitary confinement for over four
years and is not allowed a visit from the
International Red Cross.

Once and for all, let me emphasise that the
Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) is the most ethi-

cal army in the world (including the US and
Britain), having to fight successive wars
forced on them, with one hand tied behind
their back.

There have been dozens of international
inquiries into events in the Gaza operation,
and Israel has co-operated fully with almost
all of them, including one undertaken by the
UN secretary-general. Only in those in-
stances where it was clear beyond any doubt
that an inquiry was motivated, by a political
agenda and no concern for human rights, did
Israel decide not to co-operate.

Unfortunately the Human Rights Council’s
fact-finding mission was one of these.

Sadly, what was clear to Israel from the out-
set, has now become clear to Goldstone. He is
now trying to distance himself from the
results of his own handiwork.

Finally, Colonel Richard Kemp, a former
UK Afghan commander, told the UN HRC
that the IDF took more precautions during
Operation Cast Lead to safeguard civilians
than any other army in history

Bennie Katzman
Telmond, Israel

UNFORTUNATELY GOLDSTONE HIMSELF GIVES CREDIBILITY TO REPORT

I AM shocked at the letters expressing heartfelt
sympathy for the poor grandfather that nearly
did not attend his grandson’s barmitzvah.
Where was this outpouring of empathy for the
grandfathers of local SA boys who served in the
IDF during ‘Operation Cast Lead’ and were
fearing arrest as ‘war criminals’? Or for the
grandfathers that will never be at their grand-
sons’ barmitzvahs because their sons lie dead
and maimed in battle?

Will there be a similar outpouring of empa-
thy for the grandfathers of IDF boys that fail to
pull a trigger quick enough because they are

pondering whether their actions will be the
subject of another report... and get blown to
smithereens as a result?

David Saks wrote in his article titled
“Common sense and decency prevailed”,
that one must “focus on the ball not on the
man”. I am afraid this is not the case when it
is the man himself that gave this biased and
flawed report the credibility that it would not
have otherwise had.

Hershy Pearson
Fairmount Ext, Johannesburg

CAPE TOWN SEEMS TO LEAD THE WAR ON KOSHER PRICES

IT°S NOW more than a month since Pesach
and during the chag concern in regard to the
commission was not a priority... but now?
What progress or developments are there?
One would have expected a report, interim or
otherwise, as deliberations progressed.

As mentioned previously, the consumers
are as important an element of this exercise
as are the food producers and Beth Din, thus
those experts who are looking into the matter
should/must take into consideration the
views and opinions of the consumers.
Failure to do so will skew any efforts howev-
er noble they may be.

What is however heartening to note, is that

in Cape Town the price of fresh kosher chick-
en has come down! Outlets across the penin-
sula are selling chickens at R29,99 per kilo!

Is this yet another indication that Cape
Town leads the way again? Those who have
been responsible for this, deserve a commu-
nal Yisha’koach and thank you for the
efforts. So, if this can happen, then the
groundswell which started in the Cape, can
extend across the country. The kosher con-
sumers need to see lowered prices that are
sustained.

Albert Glass
Cape Town

‘EDITORIAL BIAS ALIVE AND WELL IN JEWISH REPORT’

IN RELATION to the Goldstone saga, your
editorial on page 8 (last week) states that
“the op-ed pieces by David Saks and Dennis
Davis” and the letters from readers, are a
cross-section. All should be listened to “It
would be unwise to make the mistake once
again ‘excluding’ in knee jerk fashion peo-
ple with whom we disagree”.

It seems the editor doth protest too much.

Your paper then proceeds to jam its pages
with the views of those with whom the edi-
tor agrees. Both op-ed pieces conveniently
echo the editorial. Of the 15 letters you
select to publish on pages 12 and 13, two
speak out in support of taking a stand
against Goldstone, whatever form that may
be. Is two out of 15 letters a cross-section? I

should think not.

Sadly, it seems the Jewish Report and the
Goldstone Report have something in com-
mon - both go to great lengths to profess
reflection of the unbiased truth, but the
slanted and selective authorship is patently
clear to all.

Dr Janet Gritzman
Gallo Manor
Sandton

We cannot prescribe or proscribe to our read-
ers what they should write to us. What we
published is what we received, even if our let-
ter writer deems the ‘“proportion” for or
against skewed. - Editor

GOLDSTONE MAKES EVERY ISRAELI A CRIMINAL IN UN TERMS

REGARDING THE fuss some made
about (Mr Justice Richard) Goldstone,
previously being given the logical
advice not to attend his grandson’s bar-
mitzvah (due to demonstrations which
were supposed to take place if he came -
demonstrations which were later called
off), someone drew my attention to the
fact that Goldstone’s manner of inter-
national judgments might basically
lead, G-d forbid, to every Israeli who
becomes or became an IDF soldier, and
later goes out of Israel, running the risk
of being arrested on suspicions of com-
mitting war crimes.

And then I think further: This is true
about every Serbian soldier too.

Now, I know I repeat myself, but I

would like readers to look at the various
articles on the internet in this regard.

What further do Israeli and Serbian
soldiers risk by visiting other coun-
tries? The risk of being forced to “testi-
fy” against their superiors?

The risk of being transferred to the
hands of the Islamic regime in Bosnia,
or to Iran?

I hope and pray that Jews who think
of joining the IDF will make their point
and protest. This is more important
than the holiness of a barmitzvah,
which, in my opinion, protests would do
no harm to.

Avner Eliyahu Romm
Cape Town
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