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ISRAELI SCOUTS IN NY MARCH,
REMEMBER GILAD SHALIT

Holding a banner referring to captive Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, Israeli scouts

march up Fifth Avenue in New York's annual "Salute to Israel Parade", on May 23.

The banner reads: "Gilad is still alive." (PHOTOGRAPH: SHELOMO ALFASSA)
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
B’HA’ALOTCHA
Rabbi Michael Katz
Chabad Illovo

LIGHT IS an incredible entity. It
is good. We know that because at
the very beginning of the cre-
ation of the world, G-d created it
and said it is good.

Light is the antithesis of dark-
ness. It is powerful. A minute
amount of light can dispel a
huge amount of darkness. Just
one flame can light a large room
and enable us to see everything
that the darkness hid before.

Within the Mishkan (the
Tabernacle) and within the Beit
Hamikdash (Holy Temple) the
menorah was kindled daily. 

The light of the menorah was
unique. A seven-branched can-
delabra, it had to be lit by Aaron
the High Priest, and its flames
miraculously burned facing the
centre of the candelabra. The

Jewish practice is one of strict-
ness, while others who empha-
sise kindness. 

Some pray aloud, others are
quiet in their observance. Some
stand for parts of our prayers,
while others sit. Practices, cus-
toms differ, but our essential
adherence to our Torah is exact-
ly the same.

The light of each flame on the
menorah perhaps represents dif-
ferent people who make up the
glowing nation that we call our
beloved Jewish people. Each one
is a flame, each one creates light. 

Each was essential in the
menorah, and the menorah was
not termed lit, unless all were lit.
Every individual path, all “join-
ed at the hip” - based upon Torah
- had to be present and each cre-
ated their own unique light.

Each and every soul is the 
G-dly light that we are given to
spread goodness, kindness and

G-dliness within an otherwise
dark world. 

With love, respect for each
other and an understanding of
how each is of paramount
importance to the “menorah” of
the Jewish people, we can cer-
tainly be the “Light unto the
Nations” that we are meant to
be and we can certainly bring
the holiness of our light to all
corners of our beautiful world.

Shabbat Shalom.

light emanating from the meno-
rah lit up not only the Temple
itself, but spread from the
uniquely designed windows of
the Temple to permeate the
world outside.

Within the menorah and its
unique light, lies a beautiful
message for us all, all the time.

Our unique Jewish people is
comprised of so many different
parts, so many different charac-
ters. Some whose path to their

Elevating the lights
May 28/15 Sivan

May 29/16 Sivan

B’ha’alotcha

Starts Ends

17:07 17:58 Johannesburg

17:29 18:22 Cape Town

16:48 17:40 Durban

17:08 18:00 Bloemfontein

17:00 17:54 Port Elizabeth

16:53 17:46 East London

Welcome to the shul with soul
ROBYN SASSEN

RAV ILAN Herrmann of the
Lions Shul in Beit Street,
Doornfontein, the longest stand-
ing and “arguably the most beau-
tiful” synagogue in Johannes-
burg is hosting a cultural Jewish
Johannesburg tour trip during
the Fifa World Cup, around his
shul.

Established in 1906, the shul
still regularly accommodates
many worshippers - with a seat-
ing capacity of about 350 - but
Rav Herrmann, who has been
officiating at the shul for the past
eight years, argues that the fame
of the shul lies less in its history
and continuity than in its aes-
thetic beauty, both inside and
out. 

“The building is magnificent,
in the old tradition of elegance
and quaint architectural design.”

Much humbler than its grand

neighbour, the (late) Wolmarans
Street Shul, the Lions Shul con-
tains its original wooden pews,
used by generations of worship-
pers. It features three ceiling
domes and a stained glass win-
dow depicting the Ten Command-
ments. 

The last of seven functional
synagogues in the area, the Lions
Shul is a monument to the hub of
primarily Jewish activity in the
suburb. Johannesburg Jewry,
was at the time, burgeoning and
Doornfontein was the centre of
the universe, criss-crossed as it
was by tram tracks as well as the
traffic of horse carts and bicy-
cles.  

It was also a suburb crammed
with kosher butcheries and deli-
catessens, as well as Jewish-
owned cobblers, tailors, black-
smiths, carpenters and barbers,
to say nothing of Jewish hawkers
selling live chickens, eggs, ice

and coal in the streets. 
Inside, the shul presents a

“transformative soul journey. It’s
like being transported to the turn
of the 20th century or stepping
into ‘der heim’ in Eastern
Europe. 

“It has a soulfulness imbued
within and emanating from, the
walls of the shul. As one congre-
gant once put it: ‘This shul has a
neshamah (soul)’.”

Rav Herrmann realised that
the Fifa World Cup in such close
proximity (of Coca Cola Park, or
better known as Ellis Park) is an
ideal opportunity to render the
shul a cultural destination. 

Many fourth generation Jews
attend the shul on a regular
basis, with particular emphasis
on the High Holy Days. While it
might be perceived to be in a dan-
gerous area of Johannesburg,
Rav Herrmann points out that the
shul has not been burgled in 20

years. 
“The shul is located a few

short metres away from a central
World Cup stadium - and will be
active during the World Cup peri-
od. It will be holding services
and a tour prior to the scheduled
soccer games at Ellis Park on
match day.”  

Rav Herrmann extends an
invitation to the local and broad-
er community to participate,
“enjoy a le’chaim and a nash and
see a Jewish historical land-
mark”.

• First round games being played
at Ellis Park are: Brazil vs
Korea (June 15, 20:30); Spain vs
Honduras (June 21, 20:30); USA
vs Slovenia (June 22, 16:00); and
Italy vs Slovakia (June 24,
16:00).

• A second round game will be
played on June 28 at 20:30.

• A quarter final will be played
on July 3 at 20:30.

• Rabbi Herrmann may be con-
tacted on 082-683-4100 or
info@soulworkout.co.za

The frontage of the Lions Shul in Doornfontein.  The eponymous lions of Johannesburg’s oldest shul. (FILE PHOTO)



DAVID SAKS

THE JEWISH right to self-deter-
mination in the land of their
ancestors does not exclude but in
the long term is in fact depend-
ent on, the Palestinians being
accorded the same right in the
territories. 

The “Land for Peace” formula-
tion in which the Israeli Left
have invested so much hope, is
based on the fallacious assump-
tion that the Palestinians can be persuaded
through territorial concessions to abandon
their demand that the 1948 refugees and
their descendants be allowed to return to
Israel proper. 

Instead, Israel needs to give up territory to
ensure its future as a democratic Jewish-
majority state. Nor can Israel afford to sit on
its hands and allow the status quo to contin-
ue; the longer it remains enmeshed in the
affairs of the West Bank, particularly in light
of continuing Jewish settlement growth
there, the closer this brought the region to a
“one-state” reality from which Israel will
ultimately be unable to extricate itself.

These were among the central
points made by one of Israel’s
most respected political and
strategic analysts, Professor
Asher Susser (pictured), in the
course of an address to commu-
nity leaders at Beyachad on
Monday. 

Susser is former director and
currently director for External
Affairs and Senior Research
Fellow at Tel Aviv University’s
Moshe Dayan Centre for Middle

Eastern and African Studies. His talk com-
bined a robust defence of the traditional
Zionist dream with an informed and often
sympathetic understanding of how things
were seen from the Arab side. 

While slamming the bias and double
standards that characterised much of the
international attacks on Israel (being par-
ticularly scathing about the South African
government in this regard), Susser stressed
that Israel itself was by no means always
the innocent party, but sometimes did
things that were both wrong-headed and
unjust. 

Ultimately, while they should always

strongly defend Israel when its very legiti-
macy was questioned or when (such as with
the Goldstone Report) the attacks on it were
clearly unfair, adopting a knee-jerk “Israel,
right or wrong” approach was ill advised, he
said.

Susser believed that time was on the
Palestinians’ side, not on the Israelis’, since
Israel’s Jewish majority between the
Jordan and the sea was steadily decreasing
and would eventually disappear altogether. 

The result would be minority Jewish rule
within a de facto “one state” reality, the impli-
cations of which hardly needed to be elabo-
rated on before a South African audience. 

Israel needed to weigh up the risks of
doing something, even to the extent of uni-
laterally withdrawing from most of the
West Bank, against those of not doing any-
thing. 

“In a strange kind of way, Israel has more
interest in creating a Palestinian state than
the Palestinians do,” Susser said, adding
that in light of this, recent statements from
the Palestinian side that they intended uni-
laterally implementing the necessary insti-
tutions for their own state in the making
were not necessarily a cause for concern. 

Susser believed that making giving up the
demand for the right of return of the 1948
refugees a precondition for peace was a dead
end. The Palestinians would never be pre-
vailed upon to surrender something that
was central to their identity and historical
narrative, and for that reason would
implacably oppose any scheme through
which the refugees might be resettled else-
where.

Equally futile was the current Israeli
approach aimed at getting around this by
demanding that the Palestinians recognise
Israel as a Jewish state. 

Israel’s only realistic option was to settle
for something less than a final, comprehen-
sive peace settlement. Instead, it should
focus on making the “two state solution” a
reality through taking meaningful steps to
end its presence in the West Bank. 

“Sitting on our hands and allowing settle-
ment activity to continue, is not going to get
us there,” he said in this regard.

Susser strongly believed that post-1967
Jewish settlement over the Green Line was
imperiling the entire Zionist enterprise, “the
great historical project of the Jewish peo-
ple”. 

Israel needed to go back to the original
aim of Zionism, which was to establish and
safeguard a state for the Jewish people. To
achieve this, the Right’s “Greater Israel”
dream had to be abandoned, while the Left
needed to move away from its “peace in our
time, land for peace” vision towards some-
thing more realistic.  

OWN CORRESPONDENT

DISCUSSIONS ON an Israeli offer
to supply nuclear weapons to
apartheid South Africa took place
“far above Pik Botha’s pay-grade”,
the author of a book detailing the
talks said this week, according to a
South African Press Association
media report. 

American academic Sasha
Polakow-Suransky was responding
to the former South African foreign
minister’s statement that he did
not know about such an offer, and
that it was highly unlikely it was
ever made. Polakow-Suransky,
whose book “The Unspoken
Alliance: Israel’s Secret Relation-
ship with Apartheid South Africa”
was published in South Africa this
week, said: “The 1975 discussions
regarding Jericho missiles took
place far above Pik Botha’s pay-
grade. This relationship was con-
cealed from the outside world and
the press, but also within both gov-
ernments.” 

“I doubt it very much,” Botha
said. “I doubt whether such an
offer was ever made. I think I would
have known about it. 

“I was very closely connected with our
Atomic Energy Board and later Cor-
poration. I would have known about it,” he
insisted, according to the Mail and
Guardian. He had also known Shimon
Peres, Israeli defence minister at the time
and other senior Israeli leaders.

The story breaking in the Guardian news-
paper in London on Monday, caused a stir
and was splashed on news pages throughout
the world.

(Now) President Peres issued a
sharp denial on Monday on the
allegation - the paper says it can
back it up with proof by the
author, obtained from archive
material released by the ANC
government - that Israel offered to
sell nuclear weapons to apart-
heid-era South Africa, saying the
claims had “no basis in reality”.

The story, which claims to con-
tain “the first documentary evi-
dence” of Israel’s possession of
nuclear weapons, alleges that in
1975, (then) South African De-
fence Minister PW Botha met
secretly with Peres, who was then
Israel’s defence minister, and
asked for nuclear warheads,
which Peres allegedly offered “in
three sizes”. 

The paper wrote that in the
same meeting the two also signed
a secret, broad-ranging military
agreement.

According to the Guardian, the
documents were uncovered by
Polakow-Suransky. The Guardian
published a photograph of what it
said were the signatures of Peres
and Botha on a 1975 secret mili-

tary agreement between the countries.
President Peres’ office, in its statement,

said it regretted “The Guardian’s decision
to publish such an article without
requesting comment from any Israeli offi-
cials.” It added that Peres intended to
“send a harsh letter to the editor of The
Guardian and demand the publication of
the true facts”. 

• The SAJR will shortly be publishing a
review of Polakow-Suransky’s book.
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Did Israel and SA have
a nuke co-operation
deal in 1975?

Asher Susser to Jewish leaders - Israel
needs to give up the West Bank

Shimon Peres

PW Botha
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RABBI DOVID HAZDAN

THE MORE than 160 people
who attended the Great Park
Shavuot dinner recently, were
treated to Torah lessons and
inspirations presented by
young and older alike. But the
highlight of the dinner was
the “Great Debate”. 

The debate afforded partici-
pants the opportunity to air
and grapple with core issues
that are confronting us in
South Africa today and their
relevance to our communi-
ties, families and ourselves. 

The debate addressed the
following scenario:

Jub Jub Amarula is an
informal trader who sells food
and drinks on the side of the
road. He has set up a little
operation 1,8 km from Soccer
City with the intention of pro-
viding a great South African
experience for the world’s
soccer fans. 

Fifa’s rules, however, state
that there will be no selling of
food or drinks within a 2 km
radius of any World Cup sta-
dium. Fifa has reported Jub
Jub to the police and he has
been arrested and thrown
into the back of a police van.

All his stock and equipment
have been confiscated and he
is liable for a huge fine and/or
imprisonment. Jub Jub is the
father of nine children, his
wife is a drug addict, his
brother has been arrested for
hijacking and his mother has
terminal emphysema. 

Fifa has threatened to can-
cel the entire World Cup tour-
nament if this matter is not
dealt with firmly and quickly.
There are two Fifa represen-
tatives on the scene as well as
an international TV crew.

The three teams from con-
gregants representing Jub
Jub, Fifa and the SAPS, had to
use the Ten Commandments

to present their point of view.
Kevin Norwitz and Lennie

Meyerowitz made an impas-
sioned plea for Jub Jub to be
able to return to work. All
Ten Commandments were
evoked to ensure that Jub
Jub could earn an honest liv-
ing and support his family.
This would decrease crime
and build family security and
values.

Owen Blumberg and Julian
Michaels who represented
“Sick Blabber” of Fifa,
explained that sound busi-
ness strategies and struc-
tures were required to make
lasting economic changes in
the country. 

Their presentation includ-
ed a near-perfect imperson-
ation of Madiba urging the
private citizens to make sac-
rifices for the long term bet-
terment of society. After all,
the experience at Sinai
required respect for the
boundaries that were set up
at the mountain.

Geff Geffroy and Des
Hyman represented “Jacob
Sellby” of the SAPS. They
spoke about the journey of
the Exodus towards the
receiving of the Law and
argued that from the first day
of our freedom, there was an
aspiration to commit our-
selves to obey the legal sys-
tem. We had to be focused on
discipline and respect to
achieve the objectives of free-
dom.

The arguments challenged
the sensitivities and sensibil-
ities of all present, forcing
everyone to confront the pub-
lic issues of the day and how
they related to our personal
lives. There were no easy
solutions, but, on the night,
those gathered for the
Shavuot dinner voted over-
whelmingly with compassion
for Jub Jub. 

The ‘Great Jub
Jub Debate’ at
Great Park

SAUL ROSENBERG

SINCE ITS first broadcast on
November 27, 2008 the fledgling
community radio station, ChaiFM
has been in the process of estab-
lishing itself as a credible and pro-
fessional radio service. 

The frequency, 101.9, is the
largest ever awarded by ICASA
(Independent Communications
Authority of South Africa), and its
listenership, currently at about 
15 000, covers most of Gauteng with
the exception of Pretoria. 

Through its determined actions
the ChaiFM team are committed to
playing a role in uniting Jews and
facilitating Jewish culture. In so
doing, the station is emerging as a
powerful new platform for the
Johannesburg Jewish community. 

This community contains a wide
diversity of characters and an
array of strongly held opinions.
Current issues in modern Jewry,
ongoing tensions in the Middle
East and trends in the global arena,
create the need for a platform for
Jews to express themselves vocally
and preserve of Jewish culture.

Within such an environment,
what is the inspiration behind such
a station? According to station
founder Kathy Kaler, “the need to
unite the community and crys-
tallise a sense of belonging, paved
the way for ChaiFM to emerge”. 

Through the permutations of its
short history, Kaler says she
learned that Jews were like differ-
ent instruments in an orchestra.
“We are capable of making some-
thing good when we recognise and
love one another - no matter what.
Mostly,” she added, “I learned how
to fall in love with a community.”

According to media expert
Raymond Cohen from media group
Monitoring SA, “even though com-
munity radio stations often have

less financial support, they
are an incredibly powerful
form of public communica-
tion that can influence
social cohesion and inform
popular opinion”. 

Like most community
stations, programming is
determined by community
research; the intention of
ChaiFM is to reflect the
diverse views of the com-
munity in an intelligent,
honest and engaging way. 

Another goal of the station is to
create and sustain a connection to
Israel. According to Kaler, “ChaiFM
provides programming that is
informative, educational, entertain-
ing and relevant and aims to pro-
vide information on Israel, South
Africa and Jewish life in general”.

The station aims to unite the
Jewish community, and provide a
service that appeals to a wide range
of social groups. It does this by pro-
viding a broad array of offerings for
various interests that are broadcast
daily during the week. 

Added to a selection of Israeli,
contemporary and traditional
Jewish music, the station is a com-
panion to members of the Jewish
community across a range of age
groups. According to their prospec-
tus, the station aims to be a first
choice radio station for the Jewish
listener. It strives to cater for all
categories of Johannesburg Jewry
and its programming covers a vari-
ety of topics to satisfy the listener,
irrespective of age, gender, affilia-
tion, traditions or ethnic back-
ground.

According to Kaler, the station
needs to adjust its programming
from time to time. “Because radio is
a live entity and as the community
changes, so must the product to
accommodate this change.”

ChaiFM plays a vital facilitative

role by giving a voice to
community organisations
and connecting them with
individuals in a very
immediate and interactive
way. It has also conducted
some successful fundrais-
ers for community organi-
sations, and aims to host
these annually.

ChaiFM’s listenership
has been extended to the
global Jewish community

via web-streaming through the
website. 

It has a growing group of non-
Jewish fans. Regular responses
from the rapidly increasing base of
non-Jewish listeners have been a
delight to the ChaiFM team. 

On its path toward establishment
as a recognised voice in the commu-
nity, ChaiFM has faced its fair
share of challenges. A month
before they were due to go on air,
they were notified that they would
not be receiving their allocated
funding. Three and a half years
later, after the licence was awarded,
Moshe Chaim Wegener joined
Kaler as a business partner and
physically built the current
ChaiFM studios.

In its structure and outlook,
ChaiFM aims to be self-sustaining.
The station is not a private entity
and is registered as a Section 21
company, owned by the Jewish
community, for the benefit of the
Jewish community. According to
Kaler, “the need to be self-sustain-
ing is critical, as the pool of donors
is diminishing”.

The station has recently
launched a partner card that allows
listeners to contribute to the station
with the aim of stabilising opera-
tions, and, benefiting subscribers
through discounts and loyalty
points from popular stores.
www.chaifm.com

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH
BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THERE WOULD be a “fundamental
realignment” of the political scene
in the next four or five years, pre-
dicted Helen Zille, premier of the
Western Cape, who was guest
speaker at the annual Rabbi Dr
David Sherman lecture. Rabbi
Sherman, who passed away in 2002,
arrived in Cape Town from the
United States in 1946 to set up the
Progressive movement in this city. 

Stating that the process was
already underway, Zille said 2011
would usher in a new era of coali-
tion-building throughout the coun-
try, that would extend beyond the
Independent Democrats and the
Congress of the People. Local gov-
ernment in Cape Town had already
proved to be a successful test 

of multi-party co-operation, she
added. “I believe the signs are aus-
picious,” she said, referring to
“deep divisions” within the ANC
and its youth league. 

“More and more, in daily prac-
tice, members of the ANC under-
stand our point of the indivisibility
of rights in society. As we govern,
people see the reality - my job is to
create a vehicle that can be attrac-
tive to all South Africans.”   

Zille, who is also leader of the
Democratic Alliance, noted that
many of Rabbi Sherman’s ideas
were in line with the philosophical
framework of her party. Drawing
several parallels between the two,
she singled out his assertion that
Judaism had survived because of
its capacity to adjust to changing
conditions. 

“If we had not adjusted to chang-
ing conditions and broadened our

base, we would have never sur-
vived,” she said, referring to what is
now known as the DA. “The con-
cept of opposition in South Africa
would have died a long time ago.”  

Her advice to young people was to
“get a good education and stay in
South Africa”, thereby creating
opportunities for others. “Get
involved in something that builds
society and makes a difference.”  

On the role the Jewish commu-
nity could play in the country’s
success, Zille said: “We need your
help to instil the values that you
already cherish - dynamism, self-
reliance, personal responsibility,
indivisible rights, a love of just law,
and the rejection of patronage and
collective guilt. These are the val-
ues that must be inculcated in
South Africa if we are to succeed
where others on our continent
have failed.” 

Li Boiskin, national vice-chair-
man of the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies and chairman of
its Cape Council, praised Rabbi
Sherman as “a true leader, a trail-
blazer who unlocked for the Cape
community the doors to religious
diversity, gender equality, inter-
faith relations, political activism
and social conscience.”

Rabbi Sherman had, in fact,
founded and chaired the Interfaith
Forum of Jews, Christians and
Muslims, now named the Cape
Town Interfaith Initiative.

“Rabbi Sherman’s commitment
to human rights must be seen as
one of immense bravery, courage,
but above all, as an expression of
his Judaic values,” Boiskin said.
Describing him as a “gibor chayil”,
she said that he remained ìan inspi-
ration and fearless role model, a
man of great integrity and deep-
rooted morals”.

Zille predicts a major
realignment in SA politics

Kathy Kaler,

founder of

ChaiFM.

ChaiFM - this young infant
speaks with a loud voice

Roy Fine, president of the Cape Town Progressive Jewish

Congregation; Bertha Sherman; Cyril Saxe, chairman of The David

and Bertha Sherman Foundation; and Helen Zille, premier of the

Western Cape, at the annual Rabbi Dr David Sherman lecture.
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AROUND 
THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

AUSTRALIA EXPELS

ISRAELI DIPLOMAT

SYDNEY - Australia ordered
the expulsion of an Israeli
diplomat after an investiga-
tion concluded there was "no
doubt" Israel forged four
Australian passports used in
the assassination of a senior
Hamas leader.

Stressing that the decision
was taken "much more in sor-
row than in anger", Foreign
Minister Stephen Smith said
on Monday that he had
requested an unnamed diplo-
mat to be withdrawn within
one week.

"These are not the actions
of a friend," he said. "No gov-
ernment can tolerate the
abuse of its passports, espe-
cially by a foreign govern-
ment."

Australia's punitive reac-
tion follows Britain's action
in March, expelling an Israeli
security agent following an
investigation that it said
offered compelling evidence
that Israel had been behind
the January 20 assassination
of Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in a
hotel in Dubai.

Expulsion of a diplomat is
considered a very serious meas-
ure. Some 33 members of an
assassination team widely spec-
ulated to have been Mossad
agents, used forged passports
from Britain, Ireland, Australia
and Germany to enter and
leave Dubai. 

Israel has customarily nei-
ther confirmed nor denied
that the Mossad intelligence
service was behind the assas-
sination.

A spokesman for the Israeli
Embassy in Canberra
expressed "regret" at the deci-
sion, adding that it was not
"reflective" of the relation-
ship between the two coun-
tries.

Michael Danby, a Jewish
legislator in the Labour gov-
ernment, criticised the deci-
sion, but said bilateral rela-
tions between Canberra and
Jerusalem - which date back
to the First World War - would
remain intact.

Greg Sheridan, a conserva-
tive columnist for the Aus-
tralian newspaper, described
the decision as an "overreac-
tion", noting that neither
France nor Germany had
expelled Israeli diplomats
despite the fact that their
passports had also been used
in the Dubai operation.

This is not the first time an
Israeli diplomat has been
withdrawn from Australia. In
2004, a junior diplomat was
removed from the embassy in
Canberra by the then-Liberal
government, although the
reason was never made pub-
lic. (JTA)

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THE JEWISH community was
“most precious” and could mould
the country into a place of which
it could be proud. This was the
message of guest speaker Dr
Taddy Blecher, a pioneer of the
free tertiary education movement
in South Africa and founder of
CIDA City Campus, at the annual
general meeting of the United
Herzlia Schools (UHS).  

Blecher, who is director of the
Community and Individual
Development Association and The
Maharashi Institute, entertained
the audience with an account of
his life thus far. He spoke of his
“wonderful years” at King David
School and how great teachers,
together with great entrepre-
neurs, were the most important
people in society, stating that the
former “change your life”.  

Later qualifying as an actuary ,
he said he had been well on his
way to becoming rich before fate
got in the way of his plans. 

In 1995, Blecher was set to emi-
grate, having arranged positions
in New York, Auckland and
Sydney - spreading the risk in line
with his actuarial training, he
explained. When he was in

Australia, however, he saw a
newspaper headline that jolted
him - “Ducks escape from Sydney
Zoo”.

“I decided I didn’t want to live in
a country where that was the big
news,” he told the amused audi-
ence. Though he had been
“trained at King David for king-
ship, in a moment of great drama,
I decided I was going to become a
knight,” he said, abandoning his
plans to leave the country. 

“I was going to start this new
life trying to make a difference -
but I had no idea how to do this.”
Though initially very scared, he
started going into the townships -
where he had never ventured
before - made “thousands” of
friends and saw the tremendous
desire of people to make some-
thing of their lives. 

He ended up teaching 9 000 kids
to meditate and increasing school
pass rates by 25 per cent. “But I
realised there was no point in this
unless we could get them into uni-
versity and into the economy.

“Everyone said: ‘You can’t do
it,’, the government said: ‘You
can’t do it.’ We said: ‘We’re going
to go ahead’.” And so, in 1999, CID
City Campus, the first virtually-
free tertiary education institution
for financially disadvantaged stu-
dents, was born. 

“In 1994 we achieved freedom
and everybody gave up. Is it real
democracy if a child of a poor per-
son can’t get the same education
as the child of a rich person?” he
asked. 

“I wanted to prove that these
kids could do what our grandpar-
ents did,” Blecher commented.
“We have educated 5 500 students
out of poverty who are (together)
earning salaries of R6,5 billion.

“We have the most precious
community,” he noted, referring
to his fellow-Jews. “Every one of
us could make this country the
place we want it to be. We could all
run away, so I want to congratu-
late all of you (for staying). Let’s
celebrate being here in South
Africa - we’re going to change this
country.”

Honorary life membership of

the UHS was conferred on Alison
Katzeff, immediate past chair-
man. 

Eliot Osrin, chairman of the
UHS board of trustees, paid trib-
ute to three stalwarts that the
school community had lost during
the year, namely longstanding
Hebrew teacher Simon Goldberg,
trustee of the school Ernest
Samson and David Susman, for-
mer chairman of its board of
trustees, who had passed away the
previous day. 

Osrin described Susman as “the
greatest communal leader I’ve
ever had the privilege of knowing
and working with. He was hugely
generous, not only with his
money, but also with his time and
served on virtually every commu-
nity organisation worth know-
ing.” 

‘Can’t’ doesn’t exist
in Taddy Blecher’s
vocabulary

UHS committee member Michelle Scher; guest speaker Dr Taddy

Blecher; and his business partner Annie Falk, at the UHS AGM.

TRACEY KLASS
PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED

A VARIETY show starring
Herzlians past and present,
will be part of the United
Herzlia Schools’ 70th birthday
celebrations in Cape Town.

Herzlians have made their
mark in every sphere of South
African life and we look for-
ward to coming together to
celebrate the cultural impact
of Herzlians, past and pres-
ent, on May 31 at a variety
show of note.

A wealth of profession
alumni currently performing
both internationally and
nationally, such as Bev Chait
(opera); Rus Nerwich (jazz);
Caely-Jo Levy and Lindy
Abromowitz (musical theatre
and cabaret); Paul Abro
(recently performed at the
Baxter); Sharyn Seidel-
Kometz (singing with a band in and
around Cape Town); David Bloch (enter-

tainer); and Simone Muller
(dancer), are some of the tal-
ented performers that will
strut their stuff on the stage
together with other talented
past and present Herzlians, for
“Celebrate 70”.

Our alumni choir will be
singing “On the Slopes of Table
Mountain” and the Herzlia
vocal ensemble will sing the
school song, “Im Tirzu”. 

Following this there will be
an evening of blues to opera,
hip-hop to tango, Chopin to
choral ensembles, chazzonis to
arias.

“Celebrate 70” is a top-class
variety show in the truest
sense of the word.

The show takes place on
Monday May 31 at Auditorium
1 at the CTICC, at 17:30 and
20:00. Tickets are available
directly from the schools or
through the Herzlia Alumni

Association on (021) 464-3393 or
oldherz@herzlia.com

Lindy Abromowitz Caely-Jo Levy

Rus Nerwich

Simone Muller

Bev ChaitPaul Abro

United Herzlia Schools turn 70 in style



‘All across Europe lies... buried treasure - a scrap of lace, a
bowl, ghetto diaries that have never been found. After bury-
ing the books... the silverware and the photos, the Jews of
Zakynthos... vanish.’
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SOCIAL SCENE

Entertainers Selwyn Klass; Gail Dendy; and Tony Bentel beside a poster of Zionistic pioneers.

Greta Ronthal closes her eyes with sadness as she sits next to Hilary Feinberg,

while Joyce Tucker looks on.

Organiser of the event, Grecia

Gabriel welcomes the gathering.

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

What remains is a landscape of the mind

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

THE SOULFUL piano playing by Tony
Bentel, together with the aptly spoken words
by Gail Dendy and Selwyn Klass at Second
Innings’ "Off the Page" meeting, was, 60
years after the death camps, still able to con-
jure up harrowing scenes and bring on the
ever-present tears and pain in reliving that
horror. 

The actual survivors are getting fewer and
fewer and it is left to generations after them
to keep on remembering and to say: "Never
again."

This combination of piano playing, poetry
and prose reading by the three entertainers
and ably organised by Grecia Gabriel, made
for an unforgettable morning at Golden
Acres in Johannesburg, where the meeting
took place.

The programme integrated three art
forms in a manner which was at the same
time painful, thought provoking and also
deeply moving. 

The words and music were specially cho-
sen to cover the decimation of the Jewish
community in Zakynthos, Greece - to not
only honour the memory of those
Zakythians murdered by the Nazis, but to
pay homage to those who helped to save
many Jewish lives there. 

“All across Europe lies... buried treasure -
a scrap of lace, a bowl, ghetto diaries that
have never been found. After burying the
books... the silverware and the photos, the
Jews of Zakynthos... vanish.

“They slip into the hills where they wait
like coral - half flesh, half stone. They wait
in caves, in sheds and animal stalls of the
farms of Christian friends.”

In their cramped hiding places, parents
tell their children what they can. “Fathers
give their five-year-old sons advice for mar-
ried life; mothers pass down traditional
recipes.

“In the hot silence they listen and wait
until they wake again - listening."

After the ashes of the Holocaust rises the

Phoenix - so the morning was also to honour
Theodor Herzl and the birth of Israel.

“All lives are metaphors. All lives
resolve themselves into themes - places
in which others create visions. 

“What remains is a spell, a land-
scape of the mind, a constellation of
values, attitudes, and images, a his-
tory and a mythology that is part of
our culture and our consciousness.
What remains is our imagination -
and yours.”

The three entertainers used their
voices and music to excellent effect,
each one collaborating in writing and
playing.

Klass, the consummate raconteur and
presenter of words and music, balanced
his professionalism with author and poet
Dendy’s magnificent diction.

Their words were made more potent
and poignant by the background of well-
selected pieces of music played by pianist
Bentel. 

Hadassah Kobrin with Ros Berman. Professor Ruben Musiker with his wife, Naomi. As glamorous as ever, Joy Raphael and Anne Udwin.

Roslyn and Gary Woolf.
Sisters Dinah Levinson and Ziona Rosenthal, flanking

Zara Jackson. Willie and Sylvia Miller.
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WASHINGTON - Georgia has
amended its kosher labelling law
to require public disclosure for
unpackaged food represented as
kosher.

Under the Georgia Kosher Food
Consumer Protection Act signed
on May 20 by Governor Sonny
Perdue, stores in Georgia will be
required to inform the public as to

the identity of the kosher certifier
and other relevant kashrut infor-
mation. The statute amends
Georgia's existing labelling law of
1980.

Agudath Israel of America, an
Orthodox Jewish group, com-
mended Perdue and the Georgia
General Assembly for enacting the
policy, which is modelled after

statutes in Maryland, New York
and New Jersey.

The bill, which garnered unani-
mous support in the Georgia
House and Senate last month, is “a
testament to the personal effort of
the bill's sponsor, State Repre-
sentative Mike Jacobs”, said Rabbi
A D Motzen, Agudah's Ohio
regional director. (JTA)

GEORGIA ENACTS NEW KOSHER LABELLING LAWAROUND
THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

PORT ELIZABETH

From David Abel:

“The Emanuel Hall during the 1940s and
1950s was also the venue for intense
Zionist activities. Two events in particular
stand out in my memory. 

“Zionist rivalry often became heated and
bitter, with the ‘Socialists’ and
‘Revisionists’ going at one another.
Revisionists were often called ‘fascists’
and Vladimir Ze’ev Jabotinsky was even
called ‘Vladimir Hitler’.

“Matters came to a head when the
Betari, Matie Silber’s donation to the
Irgun was refused during a synagogue
service in the Hall, causing an uproar in
the community. Sadly Matie was killed
while serving with the Irgun during the
Israel War of Independence in 1948. 

“To the community’s credit, a plaque
commemorating his sacrifice was erected
on the wall of the Emanuel Hall.

“The other incident was the occasion of
the last Zionist election ever held in South
Africa and the Emanuel Hall was used as a
polling station in PE.

“The Revisionist campaign was led by
my uncle, Elie Kolnick; I also helped.
Interestingly enough, the Revisionists won
the election!”

• During the war against the Romans,
(132 CE - 135 CE) their most able general,
Julius Severus, laid siege to the mountain
fortress, Betar, southwest of Jerusalem.
There Bar Kochbar made his final stand. 

The Jewish defenders fought desperate-
ly and the Romans suffered heavy losses.
But in the end Betar fell. Severus reported
that the people of Judea had caused him
great hardship.

ALIWAL NORTH

This town lies on the Orange River about
200 km from Bloemfontein on the national
road to East London in the Eastern Cape.
It was named by the Governor of the Cape
Colony, Sir Harry Smith, (1847-52) to com-
memorate his victory at Aliwal in India
over the local tribesmen in 1846, the year
before he came to South Africa...

From Marc Kopmann
Vice-Chairman Krugersdorp United
Hebrew Institutions:

“Continuing on my travels while I was

Mutual and Federal’s local manager based
in Queenstown during the mid-’80s, the
next stop travelling from Lady Grey would
be Aliwal North on the banks of the
Orange River, where I would stay
overnight so as to service agents Kotie
Steyn and Clive Edwards, as well as clients
Don Dampier, Mr Tam, Munroe’s (they
owned the hotel in the main street where I
usually stayed) and of course Ruben
Cohen and his wife Ethel and their sons. 

“The Cohens related to me that the only
other Jewish presence in town were the
Beckers and Melts whom I never had the
privilege of meeting. From earliest Jewish
settlement in the 1840s to the establish-
ment of a congregation in 1902 and the
opening of a 300 seat synagogue in 1913,
the congregation completely ceased to
exist with the sale of the shul in 1982, just
a year before my arrival in the area when
the building was in use by the new owners,
Odendaal’s Engineering Works. 

“One can imagine the feeling that
coursed through me on visiting the prem-
ises and where the Aron Kodesh once
stood were anvils, work benches and weld-
ing stations with the original stained-glass
windows all around. What a community
this must have been! 

“I also visited the Jewish cemetery
which appeared to be in satisfactory con-
dition thanks to the Board of Deputies’
country communities department at the
time. 

“On the outskirts of the town is a Boer
War memorial and gravestones of chil-
dren who perished in the British concen-
tration camps are embedded into the
structure which certainly tugs at one’s
heartstrings.” 

JOHANNESBURG/YEOVILLE

From Dr Benjamin Lurie:

“I would like to commend Bernard Green
on his comments about the Yeoville
Swimming Pool and to add some thoughts
and facts about the once much enjoyed
pool and the suburb of Yeoville.

“Personalities like Donald Gordon - now
Sir Donald Gordon of Liberty fame - and
Dr Speedy Bentel were just two personali-
ties that come to mind. 

“Speedy would sit on the lawn and play
his guitar and sing songs to the many girls
who gathered round him like bees round a
honey pot. They sat enthralled by his tal-
ent, good looks and charm.

“Once when working with him, I
reminded him of those happy times and he
then said to me words which I have always
remembered: ‘Ben, you must never look
back because if you do, you plough a
crooked field.’

“However, I am going to look back and
remember the Yeoville I once knew and
loved. Who can forget the Apollo Milk
Bar, the Raleigh Cycle Shop which fixed
our bicycle wheels for a tickey, the
Yeoville Cinema and the trams that either
went straight to Observatory or turned
into Cavendish Street to disgorge the King
Edward pupils at the terminus?

“Sadly the Yeoville Shul is no more and
has suffered the same fate as the pool. It is
now derelict and Rabbi Shrock is but a
memory to those who were part of his
congregation.

“Enough of the past and a look to the
future: I wish young Jordan Romero and
all the climbers who will attempt to climb
Mount Everest every blessing and look
forward to reading in the Jewish Report
that they have indeed made it. So much
depends on the weather and June is just
two days away.”

• Yeoville is named after Thomas Yeo
Sherwell, a property developer and was
originally called Sherwell Township. He
came from Yeovil in Somerset, England
where there is a River Yeo. The streets in
the local Yeoville are mostly named after
Sherwell family members.  

PRETORIA

“My Father, Michel, enjoyed his daily
nightcap of brandy under the disapprov-
ing eye of my mother, before retiring to
bed to read his Yiddish newspapers.
Unfortunately my father also felt the need
for a booster and so had a secret emer-
gency supply stashed away somewhere. I
found this cache one day, by accident.

“One item which he had brought with
him from ‘der Heim’ was a Russian army
greatcoat. This used to hang in a cupboard
in the bathroom together with raincoats
and the like. Messing around there one
day, I heard a clink from the coat and feel-
ing around in the pockets I pulled out two
half-jacks, one empty and one partly full. 

“It was a really heavy coat with deep
pockets, ideal for Russian winters but in
Pretoria served more as a replacement for
a St Bernard dog... The coat lasted a good
few years before finally disintegrating
and being discarded altogether.

“Compared to the rotgut vodka or other
home-brewed concoctions used to keep
out the effects of the Russian winters, the
local brandy must have tasted like nectar
to him. 

“Brandy was the drink most of these
Litvaks went for. I cannot recall my father
ever having a beer.”

From “Chronicles of the Chait
Brothers. Pretoria” by Solly Chait, (now
of Bet Shemesh, Israel).

CONTACT
Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

• For pictures of these and other properties go to www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

WOW! WAVERLEY NORDIC COURT

1 bed + study / bed. Main bath en-suite, guest

loo, granite kitchen, open-plan, n/facing,

lounge and dining, ground floor. R699 000

ON SHOW: Sunday, May 30, 14:00 - 17:00

Carol Crescent- SP pointers from Scott and

Knox & Knox and Atholl 

STUNNING SAVOY ESTATE

3 bed, 1.5 bath duplex, 3 receptions, pvt 

garden, maids room, garage and more. Pool

and 24-hr security complex. R625 000

ON SHOW: Sunday May 30, 14:00 - 17:00

SP Pointers from Louis Botha/Service Road

GLENHAZEL

Reduced to SELL. Finish building your

home in Corbel Crescent

R1,9/R2,1/R2,3 mil

Put pen to paper let’s negotiate!

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

PROPERTIES TO LET  

FAIRMOUNT: 4 beds, 4 receptions, pool, garden and more. Mid R2 mil

HIGHLANDS NORTH/ PERCELIA ESTATE: 3 beds,

2 baths, 3 receptions, garden and more. Mid R1 mil

HIGHLANDS NORTH/PERCELIA ESTATE: 4 beds, 2 baths, 3 receptions,

pool, garden and more. Mid R1 mil

GLENHAZEL: 2 bed, 2 baths, simplex, Hazelwood. R779 000

GLENHAZEL: 3 bed, garden, duplex, maid’s room and more. R1,3 mil

GLENHAZEL: 4/5 beds, 2 baths, large stand, sub-divisable R2,3/R2,4 mil

GLENHAZEL /LYNDHURST: 4 beds, 2 baths, 3 reception, pool and gar-

den. R1,2/R1,3 mil 

SYDENHAM: 3 beds, 2 baths, cottage and more. Offers in early R1 mil

SYDENHAM: 3/4 beds, 2 baths, pool, garden. Renovator’s dream R750 000

SYDENHAM: large family/work from home, 4 bed house, pool and 4

clusters all in one R? Make us an offer.

WAVERLEY: 2 bed, 2 bath, simplex. Asking R1,2 mil 

FAIRMOUNT: 2 bed, 2 bath, simplex, near shuls. R5 500

MELROSE: 3 beds, 2 baths, maid’s, plus garage. R10 000

GRESSWOLD: 2 bed, 2 bath, simplex with pool in complex. R6 500

SYDENHAM: 4 bed, 2 bath, pool and cottage. R14 000

ORANGE GROVE: 3 bed, 2 bath, plus cottage. R10 000

OAKLANDS: 2 bed, 2 bath, plus garden. R16 000

HAZELWOOD: 2 bed, 2 bath, upstairs unit. R6 500

GRESSWOLD: 3 bed, 2 bath, garden duplex. R7 500

WINTER SALE
Can’t find it anywhere?
We have it in ladies clothing,

smart, well priced. Prices
reduced up to 50%.

Well worth a visit.

OPEN THIS SUNDAY,

MAY 30, 10:00 – 13:00
(Closed Saturdays)

335 Jan Smuts Avenue
Craighall Park  Tel: (011) 325-4986

Parking outside store
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NEWS IN BRIEF

HAREDI NUMBERS RISE IN BRITAIN

LONDON - Synagogue mem-
bership has stopped declining
in Britain, due to a rise in the
number of fervently Orthodox
Jews.

Membership numbers for
central Orthodox and liberal
synagogues are still down from
five years ago, according to a
new survey by the Board of
Deputies and the Institute for
Jewish Policy Research.

But the numbers of Hare-
dim, or fervently Orthodox
Jews, have more than doubled
since 2005, from 4,5 per cent to
10,9 per cent of British Jews
who are synagogue members,
according to the survey.

Central Orthodox - equiva-
lent to North America's mod-
ern Orthodox - and Sephardim
now make up 58,2 per cent of

the British Jewish population,
down from 69,6 per cent.

Britain's non-Orthodox Jew-
ish community, comprising
Liberals, Masorti and Reform
Jews, increased as a percent-
age of the total to 31 per cent,
even though their raw num-
bers decreased, due to the
surge in growth of the Haredi
movements.

Nearly three-quarters of
British Jews belong to a syna-
gogue, the survey reports.
That, however, represents a 20-
year decline from 110 000
households in 1990 versus 
83 000 today.

The authors say that later
marriages among non-Haredi
Jews, and the resultant drop in
the Jewish birthrate, may be
affecting those figures. (JTA)

PINK-CLAD HITLER AD SPARKING PROTESTS

ROME - A billboard ad for a
Sicilian boutique showing Adolf
Hitler in a pink Nazi cape and
uniform, has sparked protests.

In an open letter to the mayor
of Palermo, the association of
anti-fascist resistance fighters
in Sicily called for the ad's
removal, saying it "offends those
who fought to defeat Nazi-
Fascism" and violates democrat-
ic and constitutional principles.

Left-wing city councillors
made a similar protest.

The ad for the jeans company

New Form, shows the pink-clad
Hitler, standing with his hands
clasped in front of him, with a
heart on his armband instead of
a swastika.

"Change style," the slogan
says in Italian, followed by the
English words, "don't follow
your leader."

The agency that devised the
ad told reporters that it was
clearly supposed to be provoca-
tive and did not in any way rep-
resent an apology for Nazism.
(JTA)

LITHUANIAN COURT: SWASTIKAS A 'HISTORIC LEGACY'

VILNIUS - A Lithuanian court
has ruled that a swastika is part
of the country's historic legacy
and not a Nazi symbol.

The May 19 ruling capped a
three-month case involving four
men who displayed swastikas at
Klaipeda's national independence
parade.

“It is not a Nazi attribute, but a
valuable symbol of the Baltic cul-
ture, an ancient sign of our
ancestors, which had been stolen
from them and treacherously
used by other peoples, one of the
defence witnesses said, according
to RT, Russia's English news
channel.

Efraim Zuroff, the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre's chief Nazi
hunter and Israel director, called
the decision “outrageous” and
likely to lead to a tremendous
increase in the use of Nazi sym-

bols by Lithuania’s ultranational-
ists.

“Allowing the use of swastikas
sends a clear message to those
local residents harshly victim-
ised by the Nazis that they are no
longer welcome in their country
of birth,” he said. 

Lithuanian judges were “a-
gain” showing bias in favour of
Holocaust perpetrators rather
than victims.

“We urge the Lithuanian courts
to overturn this outrageous and
contemptible decision as quickly
as possible,” Zuroff said.

Swastikas previously have
been displayed in Lithuania on
May Day, and once in front of the
presidential palace in the Lithua-
nian capital Vilnius, according to
news reports. Neither instance
prompted police or legal action.
(JTA)

HOUSE APPROVES IRON DOME

WASHINGTON - The US House
of Representatives has over-
whelmingly approved President
Barack Obama's request for an
additional $205 million in assis-
tance to Israel for a short-range
missile defence system.

The vote approving funding
for "Iron Dome" passed last
week 410-4. The money is above
the $3 billion in annual defence
assistance Israel already re-
ceives from the United States.

The Democratic leadership
framed the passage in terms
suggesting unstinting support
for Israel, part of a friendship
offensive after several weeks of
tensions between the Obama
and Netanyahu governments
over Israel's settlements poli-
cies.

"With nearly every square
inch of Israel at risk from rock-
et and missile attacks, we must
ensure that our most important
ally in the region has the tools
to defend itself," said

Representative Howard Berman
(Democrat California), the
chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee. 

"The president’s unprece-
dented request and the House’s
quick approval speak for them-
selves - both President Obama
and the Congress are actively
and unshakably committed to
Israel’s security."

The American Israel Public
Affairs Committee also praised
the bill's passage. "Make no mis-
take, the United States stands
shoulder-to-shoulder with the
people of Israel in their quest
for peace and the right to live
lives free of terrorism," it said
in a statement.

The bill seeking approval of
Obama's proposal was initiated
by Representative Glenn Nye
(Democrat Virginia), who has
experience in the Middle East
from his earlier career with the
US Agency for International
Development. (JTA)

LARA GREENBERG
TEL AVIV 

THE BIRTH of a child is stereo-
typically lauded as the moment
of highest joy in a person’s life.
“Is it a boy? Is it a girl? Does he
have 10 fingers and 10 toes? Who
does he look like?” 

Birth - conceiving, carrying
and labour - remains a miracle.
But all it often takes to shatter
that miracle is one crooked
smile; a lip that sinks just that
drop too deeply; or a hole that
cuts into the  little newborn
heart. That may become  the
moment when all one’s hopes,
dreams and prior understand-
ings of the world, fall apart.

In countries such as the UK,
America and Australia, it is com-
mon practice for hospitals or
government to provide coun-
selling for the parents of the sick
baby. Many times, though, that
baby is sent home with his
or/her ill-equipped parents who
must deal with, not only a new-
born baby, but a sick one to boot,
who will most likely require
much attention on a continuous
basis.

Some babies remain in hospital
for long periods while the full
extent of their “diseases” or
sometimes “abnormalities”, is
evaluated. When children like
these are born, says CEO of
Israel’s Chibuk Rishon (First
Hug) organisation, Hedva
Montias, “the whole family is in
crisis because they learn that
their baby isn’t ‘normal’”. Where
parents make the heart-breaking
decision not to take their babies
home at all, those little ones may
eventually end up in orphanages
or other institutions.  

Israel is addressing this issue
by ensuring that no parent is
forced to take home a sick baby.
In fact, says Montias, “the wel-
fare department gives parents
the option to take as much time
as they need to learn about
what’s wrong with their babies -
they don’t have to take the baby
home straight away; and the
baby continues to receive the
necessary care”. 

Chibuk Rishon is a profession-
al organisation with paid social
workers who do all the screening
of potential volunteers, guide
them through the process of
their volunteering and help them
when they have to say goodbye. 

“It’s very emotional and
demanding volunteering. People
wouldn’t be able to do this with-
out emotional and professional
support,” says Montias. “We only
deal with the baby while he or
she is in hospital. We don’t foster
them and we don’t have contact
with them after this.”

The idea is to create a semi-
family for the babies because
they don’t have families at the
hospital. When the hospital calls
the organisation, the staff put
together a small group of volun-
teers who are directly responsi-
ble for each specific baby.
Montias explains that this
group’s role is to “spend time
with the baby and just be there to
create the basic feeling that
someone is taking care of him or
her”. 

For this reason, the volunteers
have to be completely dedicated
and can only be used if they are
available at least twice a week for
at least three hours at a time. 

“The baby should be able to
form a bond with this specific
group of volunteers,” says
Montias, adding that in most

cases, the volunteers simply
need to hold, sing to and love the
baby. “It is very rare for a
healthy baby to be abandoned
because adoption waiting lists
in Israel are so long that even if
these babies are abandoned,
they’re adopted very quickly.”

All volunteers need to be over
the age of 25 and they generally
only take those who are parents
themselves “so that they have
the maturity and understanding
of what the sick baby needs”. 

Another very important crite-
rion is that the volunteers do
not judge the families at all.
“There are many reasons why
parents cannot be with their
sick baby - economic; emotional;
lack of time; big families at
home - and we train our volun-
teers to distinguish between the
baby and the history of the fam-
ily. Their purpose is to love the
baby,” says Montias.

The abandonment of babies in
hospitals is not a new phenome-
non or exclusive to a single
country. The internet and news-
papers overflow with personal
and recounted stories of both
sick and healthy babies aban-
doned in hospitals all over the
globe - sometimes because the
mother is too young and is
embarrassed; sometimes
because the baby is simply not
wanted; and often because the
baby is sick and the parent(s)
felt incapable, or simply didn’t
want to, deal with the child’s ill-
ness. 

South Africa; and Africa in
general, is no stranger to the
tragedy of baby abandonment.
The onslaught of the Aids pan-
demic has seen many babies left
parentless, often having inherit-
ed nothing but the disease itself.
There are numerous non-gov-
ernmental organisations which
have sprung up to fill the void in
the lives of these children and
provide them with a makeshift
family; who will give them the
love and care all children need,
deserve, and according to the
South African Constitution, are
entitled to.

In Israel, the volunteers of
Chibuk Rishon have the very
difficult task of substituting for
the parents of babies who can-
not spend a long time in hospi-
tal. This is different from other
countries where the members of
such organisations often actual-
ly become the parents because
the parents have completely dis-
appeared. 

Traditionally, Jewish commu-
nities all over the world are

known for setting up a host of
welfare organisations to deal
with every possible, probable or
actual problem. The establish-
ment of Chibuk Rishon follows
this tradition by offering a help-
ing hand in a very stressful and
emotional situation. 

Montias explains: “It’s not in
every case that parents definitely
abandon their babies. Sometimes
they are not planning to abandon
the baby at all - they simply don’t
have the time or resources to be
at the hospital very much.”

This is when the social workers
step in and if through their eval-
uation they decide  that the baby
is spending too much time alone,
the members of Chibuk Rishon
step in.

Chibuk Rishon was started by
Dr Tamar Shlessinger, who
heard, by accident of a baby born
with Downs Syndrome who was
abandoned in the hospital where
he was born. She decided, along
with her husband, to make it
their mission to go every day to
spend time with that baby. For
four years, the Shlessingers con-
tinued to do this with other
babies as well, until business-
woman Michal Poriat heard
about the Shlessingers and
realised that at other hospitals
there were probably also babies
who needed this kind of care. It
was then that Chibuk Rishon was
founded.

Today the organisation works
with and in 19 different hospitals
in Israel and has a database of
over 250 volunteers and the
resumes of some 4 000 people
who have shown an interest.
“The volunteers find us,” says
Montias. 

Last year Chibuk Rishon
looked after 140 babies, while
they currently are taking care of
23. 

Montias believes that there are
about 300 babies who annually
need their help, although no sta-
tistical analysis has yet been car-
ried out in this regard. 

“Three hundred is not a major
number. It’s hard for each baby,
but it’s more of a reality that we
need to deal with than it is a cri-
sis”, explains Montias. 

She adds that in Israel, the aim
is to prevent a crisis “A hospital
is not built to give the baby the
emotional needs that he or she
requires. Chibuk Rishon ac-
knowledges that when a baby is
born sick, the problem of aban-
donment and the lack of emo-
tional time [given to the baby]
needs to be addressed rather
than ignored.” 

Chibuk Rishon - the first
hug for a little mite in need

All a child can 

ask. Not to be 

abandoned. 
(PHOTOGRAPH COUTESY
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A NEW book that criticises
Britain’s chief rabbi is opening old
wounds and sparking a new debate
about whether the institution of the
British chief rabbi has outlived its
usefulness.

“Another Way, Another Time”
examines the tenure of Lord Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks, known formally as
chief rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the British
Commonwealth. 

Author Meir Persoff, who has
written two academic studies on the
Chief Rabbinate, argues that
despite Sacks’ pledge at the onset of
his tenure to be inclusive - Sacks is
Orthodox - the position has become
divisive in an increasingly diverse
Jewish community.

“The Chief Rabbinate has run its
course, and an alternative form of
leadership is called for which recog-
nises the plurality of the communi-
ty,” Persoff wrote.

The book has reignited a long-
simmering debate in Britain’s
Jewish community about Sacks,
who declined to be interviewed for
the book as well as this article. 

Some staunchly defend both the
office and the influential role he has
played for the community; Sacks
recently was inducted into the
House of Lords. Others say the posi-
tion should be eliminated when
Sacks retires in three years’ time
because no one person can repre-
sent the multifarious viewpoints of
Britain’s Jewish community.

The position of chief
rabbi emerged in the 18th
and early 19th centuries
among the Ashkenazi Jews
of London as a form of rep-
resentation to English au-
thorities - the Jewish equi-
valent of the Archbishop of
Canterbury. 

The position gained for-
mal recognition by an act
of Parliament in 1870. Within the
Jewish community, the chief rabbi
has authority only over the United
Synagogue, the Modern Orthodox
movement and Britain’s largest syn-
agogue movement.

Nevertheless, both the office and
the stature of those who have held it,
have given the chief rabbi the
appearance and de facto authority
over the years of representing Anglo
Jewry, particularly in the eyes of the
non-Jewish British public.

This is what so irks many non-
Orthodox Jews, particularly in cases
where they believe that Sacks does
not represent their perspective or
interests.

“My main critique of the office is
that it doesn’t allow for the plurality
of the community to express itself,”
said Jonathan Wittenberg, a leading
Conservative rabbi. “To say that the
one figure represents the whole com-
munity is misleading. Better would
be an office that offers a more shared
sense of both the diversity and the
strength of Jewish leadership that
exists in this country.”

Defenders of Sacks, whose philo-
sophical books are popular and
whose advice has been sought by

non-Jewish religious leaders
and even prime ministers,
say the need for an eloquent
spokesman for the Jews is
paramount at a time of rising
anti-Semitism and anti-Israel
sentiment in Britain.

“Few Jews are as well
known and highly regarded
by the non-Jewish world, a
fact not insignificant in

determining our relations with
others,” Sigmund Sternberg, one of
Britian’s chief financial backers of
the Reform movement, wrote in the
London-based Jewish Chronicle.

The president of the United
Synagogue, Simon Hochhauser,
said the notion that the chief rabbi
speaks for all British Jews was
false. The chief rabbi’s true role, he
said, was as a bastion of centrist
Orthodoxy in a movement increas-
ingly dominated by right-wing
Orthodox and the haredim, or
ultra-Orthodox.

“The strength of the Chief
Rabbinate is its flexibility through-
out its history in maintaining a
middle ground,” Hochhauser said.
“He is not the chief rabbi of the
Haredi community any more than
he is chief rabbi of the non-
Orthodox movements.”

Colouring the debate over the
chief rabbi are several controver-
sial episodes during Sacks’ tenure.
The latest was when an internal
communal dispute over the admis-
sions policy of a Jewish school
reached the unwanted spotlight of
England’s Supreme Court. The
result was a ruling that labelled the

admissions policy of the school -
which is Orthodox, state supported
and operated under the auspices of
the Chief Rabbinate - as discrimi-
natory. 

The school had refused to admit
a learner who was not Jewish
according to traditional halachah,
or Jewish law.

“The difficulties that have arisen
during the Sacks era are on such a
scale that it may be time to abolish
the office of chief rabbi entirely,”
Jonathan Romain, a Reform rabbi,
wrote in the Guardian. 

“It is a misleading title, as it gives
the impression that the chief rabbi
represents British Jewry as a
whole, whereas he only represents
the Orthodox, and not even all
Orthodox Jews.”

Sacks’ critics say his record con-
trasts sharply with the expectation
of inclusivity that he set when he
took office in 1991. At the time
Sacks said that he wished to reach
out “to every Jew with open arms
and an open heart”.

Two years later he published
“One People?,” a book in which 
he championed “inclusivism.” Ac-
knowledging there was no prospect
of a return to traditional Jewish
observance by the overwhelming
majority of non-Orthodox Jews,
Sacks wrote that it therefore was
necessary for Orthodox Jews to be
inclusivist rather than exclusivist,
to seek “a nuanced understanding
of secular and liberal Jews”, and to
attach “positive significance to the
fact that liberal Judaisms have
played their part in keeping alive
for many Jews the values of Jewish
identity, faith, and practice”. The
stance was welcomed by non-
Orthodox Jews in Britain.

But by the mid-1990s Sacks’
efforts at inclusivity ran aground.
He cancelled a planned appearance
at a memorial service for Reform

leader and Auschwitz survivor
Rabbi Hugo Gryn, one of Britain’s
most popular Jewish public fig-
ures, after the Haredi Union of
Orthodox Hebrew Congregations
protested. 

The controversy intensified
when the Jewish Chronicle pub-
lished a leaked copy of Sacks’ reply
to the head of the union, Rabbi
Chenoch Padwa, in which Sacks
portrayed himself as an “enemy”
of the non-Orthodox movements.

The affair exposed the internal
divisions among British Jewry. Of
the approximately 70 percent of
British Jews who are affiliated,
some 47 percent are Orthodox, 16
percent are Reform or Liberal, 4
percent are Haredi, 2 per cent are
Sephardic and 1 per cent are
Conservative, according to the
Board of Deputies of British Jews.

The Gryn affair eroded support
for Sacks and sparked the creation
of a commission to examine who
speaks for British Jewry. The
result was the Community of
Communities report published by
the Institute for Jewish Policy
Research in 2000, which without
directly singling out the Chief
Rabbinate, affirmed the need for an
“independent, cross-communal co-
ordinating structure” to represent
British Jews on religious and secu-
lar matters.

Persoff’s book, while mostly a
detailed and scholarly review of
Sacks’ 20-year tenure, has sparked
new conversation about abolishing
the chief rabbi position. 

Based on the reaction playing out
on the pages of the country’s main
Jewish newspaper, the Jewish
Chronicle, it appears that most
British Jews believe that in these
times of rising anti-Semitism and
anti-Israel sentiment, it’s important
to have an eloquent spokesman for
British Jews. (JTA)

New book stirs controversy
about British chief rabbi

Chief Rabbi

Jonathan

Sacks.



1992 book, has thrown up some bizarre
anomalies. Jews were at the forefront of
the feminist revolution, and have also
been among the most vocal proponents of
homosexual rights, both standard secu-
lar liberal causes. 

As for self-identifying feminists and
homosexuals themselves, it should be a
no-brainer whose side they should
incline towards in the Middle East con-
flict. On the one hand, there is Israel,
where gender and homosexual equality
is pursued as vigorously as anywhere
else in the democratic West. 

On the other are the Palestinian terri-
tories, where women are notoriously
repressed and practitioners of “gay sex”
face the gallows if caught. Why, then, are
feminist and gay rights circles such
hotbeds of anti-Israel activity?

Writing in the May 25, 2002 issue of
The Spectator, John Laughland effective-
ly skewered the modern-day cult of pseu-
do-liberal outrage that on closer exami-
nation is little more than an exercise in
self-serving narcissistic rage: 

“Its two-dimensional incantation of
good versus evil immolates the genuine
complexity of all conflicts on the altar of
political correctness in order to produce
the intoxicating odour of moral sanctity. 

“And so the humanitarian dance
becomes ever more hypnotic as atrocity
junkies compulsively seek out new vic-
tims on which to perform their magic” he
wrote. Not for nothing, he concluded,
was the symbol of true justice the scales,
since only by balancing competing
claims could this be approximately
achieved. 

In short, Jews now find themselves
caught between their ardently held liber-
al ideals and the subversion of those
ideals, for the ignoble purpose of demon-
ising Israel, by those they had considered
allies and fellow travellers. 

Like all the other apparently rational
approaches to solving the “Jewish
Problem”, liberalism and social justice
has not merely failed but backfired.
One can only wonder what future ideo-
logical false god our secular intelli-
gentsia will find to put their collective
trust in. 
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IT SEEMS a long time ago when, in June 1967,
young Jewish South Africans - several hundred -
rushed through (then) Jan Smuts Airport onto
planes to Israel to help fight the Arab armies
threatening to invade the fledgling state. 

Some volunteers arrived during the war, which
lasted six days. Most got there after it finished and
spent time in kibbutzim, moshavim and other
places. There was great pride and optimism about
Israel, shared not only by Jews, but also by many
non-Jews. 

In South Africa, Jews were suddenly regarded
with new respect by the non-Jews because of the
amazing victory their Israeli brethren had
achieved. 

What also seems a long time ago is the stronger
unanimity among Jews about what Zionism and
the Israeli dream meant. Zionist youth move-
ments like Habonim, Bnei Akiva and Betar had
some differences in their approaches, but they all
enthusiastically promoted not only aliyah, but
also life in the kibbutzim, where a new society
would be built by idealistic pioneers. 

There were no “settlements” then, and no
Israeli control over millions of Palestinians.

It is now 43 years since the Six Day War, but the
military victory has yet to be translated into the
peace which seemed so logical: Israel would give
back the conquered land, and the Palestinians
would make peace - the “Land for Peace” formula.
But it was not be. Israel is still in the West Bank
and there is no genuine peace. 

This situation is of devastating concern. In a
talk to Jewish communal leaders on Monday in
Johannesburg - reported on page 3 - respected
Israeli political analyst (and former South
African) Professor Asher Susser warned that if
Israel did not extract itself from the West Bank
soon, the entire Zionist enterprise would be in
jeopardy. 

The demographic reality, where Arabs would
outnumber Jews in the area between the Jordan
River and the Mediterranean, and the entangle-
ment of Jewish settlements among the Arabs,
would make it no longer possible to have an Israel
which was both Jewish and democratic, since
Arab voters outnumbered Jewish ones. 

It would by default become the one-state solu-
tion implying the extinction of Israel as we knew
it. The clock is ticking, warns Susser. Time is not
on Israel’s side. 

The “Israel is apartheid” movement thrives on
Israel’s control over millions of Palestinians; the
agonising moral issues tearing at Israeli society -
and also at Jews in the Diaspora - as a result of
this control, were never intended by the early
Zionist founders to be part of the equation. 

Israel was supposed to be a haven for Jews from
everywhere in the world, to become a normal
nation in their own homeland. 

Can Israel extract itself from the West Bank?
Arguments rage from all directions. It is 10 years
since Israel’s sudden “overnight” withdrawal
from Lebanon, led by then Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence Ehud Barak, after 18 years of
controlling southern Lebanon. 

It is five years since Israel’s painful withdrawal
from Gaza, led by then Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, in which some 7 000 Jewish settlers left,
either voluntarily or by force. 

In both places, the withdrawal did not lead to
more peace, but rather to more war - with
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza. What
would happen if Israel left the West Bank? 

Susser argues that for Israel to stay in the West
Bank will ultimately amount to national suicide
and that, one way or another, it must get out. To
fail to do so (and as soon as possible) would mean
the death of the dream of a Jewish, democratic
state which all those young South Africans and
others rushed over in 1967 to help secure. 

A Palestinian state is today actually more of an
Israeli interest than a Palestinian one, Susser
points out. Given the demographic trends, all the
Palestinians need to do is to wait. They will soon
outnumber the Jews, and the one-state formula
will come into existence by default. 

Israel will disappear. What a tragedy that would
be, after everything.

Preserving
the dream

IN A RARE instance of a “human rights”
NGOs being called to book for blatant anti-
Israel bias, Human Rights Watch was
denounced in this regard last year by none
other than its founder, Robert Bernstein. 

HRW, today one of the largest and most
influential organisations of its kind in the
world, was originally founded largely to
expose human rights abuses (including
state-sponsored anti-Semitism) behind the
Iron Curtain. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet
Union, it has steadily mutated into a vehi-
cle for anti-Israel propaganda, the credibil-
ity of which is hugely boosted by what
NGO Monitor’s terms “the halo effect” of
the organisation’s prestigious name.   

HRW’s degeneration into an anti-Israel
smear lobby in many ways epitomises the
story of the Jewish people in the post-
Enlightenment era. Yet again, it has been a
case of initial high hopes resulting in cruel
disappointment and ending in what can
only be termed outright betrayal. 

Over the past two centuries, secularly
orientated Jews with an assimilationist
bent, have adopted one ideological cause
after another in the hope of thereby nor-
malising their position in gentile society.
Time and again, these have not only failed
to deliver the promised equality, but actu-
ally mutated themselves into fertile new
breeding grounds for anti-Jewish senti-
ment.

One such cause was Communism, which
was passionately embraced by many Jews
as heralding a new dawn of universal
brotherhood where religious, national and
ethno-racial differences would play no
part. 

The result was the emergence of a
regime that systematically discriminated
against its Jewish citizens, all but eradicat-
ed all vestiges of Jewish culture and lent
extensive assistance to those seeking to
destroy the Jewish State.

In pre-war Germany, Jews sought to be
ultra-patriotic, seeking to win the accept-
ance of their fellow citizens by demonstrat-
ing their complete loyalty to and love for
the Fatherland. It was no accident that
Reform Judaism, which in its earlier incar-
nations explicitly eschewed the traditional
Jewish yearning to return to Zion, began in

Germany. 
Ultimately, what all these “Germans of

the Mosaic Persuasion” witnessed was
the advent of an especially demented
strand of extreme nationalism, which
began by making them feel highly unwel-
come and which culminated in some-
thing infinitely worse.    

Then there is modern political
Zionism, where once again the conse-
quences have been the very opposite of
what its founders had intended. Zionism
aimed at ending anti-Semitism and nor-
malising the Jewish people by turning
them into a nation like any other in a
country like any other sovereign state. 

Looking at the situation today, who can
deny that it is the existence of Israel that
is at the heart both of contemporary anti-
Semitism and of world Jewry continuing
to occupy a decidedly abnormal position
on the international stage? 

Right now, we are witnessing another
ideological escape route widely adopted
by Jews being twisted and distorted into
something manifestly aimed at causing
profound harm to the Jewish people. 

Particularly in the post-Holocaust era,
Jews have embraced with near religious
fervour the values of liberalism and
human rights. It is precisely from this
quarter that the most serious threats to
contemporary Jewry are emanating. 

This is not because Israel, and Jews in
general, have anything to fear from a cul-
ture genuinely rooted in the principles of
fairness, reasonableness and scrupulous
objectivity. What they have every cause
to fear is the current sustained witch-
hunt which eschews all those principles
while sanitising its true nature under the
general heading of “human rights
activism”. 

The “Liberal Betrayal of the Jews”, as
per the title of Ruth Wisse’s influential
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Beware of this pseudo-liberal outrage

A Bedouin volunteer of the ZAKA

rescue-and-recovery organisation.
(PHOTOGRAPH: ZAKA)
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AT THE scene of terrorist attacks, acci-
dents and even homicides, most Israelis
are used to the sight of ZAKA volunteers
- Orthodox men working to save lives or
recover body parts of the dead.

What they may not know is that ZAKA,
Israel’s Orthodox-run life-saving, rescue
and recovery service, also has a minori-
ties unit comprised of Bedouin, Muslim
and Druze volunteers.

Started about five years ago to serve

Israel’s non-Jewish communities, prima-
rily Bedouin in the Negev and Druze in
the Galilee, the minorities unit is expand-
ing due to its success. 

The minorities unit also functions
when religious Jews cannot, on the
Sabbath and holidays. According to
Jewish law, Jews may violate the Sabbath
to save a life, but not to deal with the dead.

“It gives me faith and pride that they
depend on me,” Abu Sabet said of the
Jews he helps. “In the end we are all peo-
ple - Jews, Muslims, Christians - and we
all must be taken care of the same way.”

“Interestingly, at the first meeting you
had Jewish rabbis telling the local imams
how we deal with our dead according to
Jewish law, and their local religious lead-
ers telling the rabbis how they deal with
their dead,” Rose said.

“In principle, they deal with it the
same way,” Gadi Kellermann, chief of
operations in the Negev, said of Muslim
dealings with the dead. “But from an
emotional point of view, it’s good for
Muslim families to know that there are
Muslims dealing with the victims from
the start.” (JTA)

ZAKA expanding Arab units


