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State-of-the-art security storage system for valuables

Cyber aggression and violence among SA youth

KNOX WAS established to provide 
a much needed valuables state-of-
the-art security storage service. After 
an in-depth market analysis, Knox’s 
management in conjunction with two 
of South Africa’s leading private eq-
uity companies, embarked on this 
world-class initiative to build South 
Africa’s largest and most secure safe 
deposit box rental business. 

Customers are provided with an 
upmarket, cost-effective secure facil-
ity in which to store, view and access 
their most valuable possessions. 
Knox meets the highest international 
safety and security standards, while 
keeping the client experience pleas-
urable. 

Knox endeavours to make the 

transaction convenient, safe and 
prestigious. Clients can go about 
their private business in a relaxed 
and comfortable atmosphere. Knox 
is located at the old United States 
Consulate building in Killarney. This 
site was strategically chosen be-
cause:
•  Built to withstand a two day tacti-

cal assault.
•  Knox utilises the security as put in 

place by the United States Secret 
Service to protect its consular per-
sonnel and assets.

•  This security infrastructure is not 
available to any other safety de-
posit sites in South Africa.

•  Central, safe, suburban area close 
to the M1 highway.

• Secure meeting rooms.
By safeguarding your valuables at 

Knox, you may be rest assured that 
without your key and our key, your 
box cannot be opened. We require 
proper client identifi cation prior to 
accessing the vault area, an elec-
tronic fi ngerprint scan is adminis-
tered, followed by visual verifi cation 
of our client with their photographic 
identifi cation, before access to their 
box is granted.

Safe deposit boxes are an ideal 
storage solution for all your irre-
placeable items of value. These 
may be sentimental items, impor-
tant documents, or simply business 
documents that you cannot afford to 
lose.

There are fi ve different safe depos-
it box sizes to choose from, priced 
from as little as R250pm.

Have a cup of coffee, read the 
newspaper or surf the web, while you 
lock away your valuables in style.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Pick-up and drop-off  service
Knox will be offering a pick-up and 
drop-off service for customers. Our 
trained security staff will pick you up 
and drop you back home after you 
have fi nished your business dealings 
at Knox.

Vehicle escort service
Should you not wish to utilise the pick-

up drop-off service, Knox will make 
available a security escort to follow 
you home or back to your offi ce. 

Free secure business centre
Knox will make available to all its cus-
tomers its secure business centre. This 
includes secure boardrooms, lounges 
with complimentary refreshments and 
snacks.

Optional insurance
Knox will provide customers with a va-
riety of insurance offerings.

Knox is open Monday through Friday 
07:30 - 18:00 and Saturday 09:00 - 
12:00. Tel: (011) 646-1919 / 087-803-
0055 or e-mail: info@knoxvault.co.za 

PATRICK BURTON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CENTRE FOR 
JUSTICE AND CRIME PREVENTION

SOUTH AFRICA has an unenviable reputation 
as one of the most violent countries in the world. 
Empirical data exists that shows that South Afri-
cans, and in particular young South Africans, are 
disproportionately at risk of falling prey to crime, 
and worse, to violent crime.  

Neither crime, nor violence, is in any way a static 
phenomenon, with new contexts and forms evolv-
ing as fast as technology allows. South Africa is at 
the forefront of much Information and communi-
cation technology development, especially mobile 
telephony and mobile information networks.  

It is therefore hardly surprising that new and 
associated forms of violence are emerging, most 
prominent among those who have taken up mo-
bile technology the quickest - youth and children.  

There are numerous defi nitions for cyber bullying 
which includes acts involving bullying and harass-
ment by use of electronic devices or technology. 
Cyber violence can also be defi ned as aggressive, 
intentional acts carried out by groups or individu-
als using electronic forms of contact, repeatedly 
and over time against victims who cannot easily 
defend themselves. The key element that carries 

across, is the repeated nature of the act of inten-
tional harassment or aggression.

Recent survey research conducted by the 
Centre for Justice and Crime Prevention shows 
that almost one half of young people have expe-
rienced some form of cyber-aggression, including 
harassment by telephone. Thirty one per cent of 
the young people interviewed had experienced 
some form of cyber-aggression while at school, 
while 42,9 per cent had experienced some form 
of cyber-aggression outside of school.

These may in themselves seem insignifi cant 
data in the face of more violent crime that is re-
ported on daily in the media. However, the po-
tential of cyber-bullying, and cyber-aggression, to 
have even more harmful and longer lasting nega-
tive effects on young people than face-to-face or 
school-based violence, cannot be over-stated.  

The harm of posting derogatory comments, 
suggestions, photos or videos to websites, or on 
chat rooms, continue long past the actual posting 
and initial viewing. These may come back to haunt 
the victim years later.  

The sense of loneliness that many young peo-
ple feel when bullied, is exacerbated when the 
medium is electronic, as the young person is usu-
ally alone when the incident happens.  

Continued on Page VIII
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7Arrows Security means 
absolute protection

Vikela Aluvin  for security 
sealing solutions

Who founded the 7Arrows group?
7Arrows Security was founded in 2002 by 
Mike Sears, the current managing direc-
tor. Initially Mike ran the business as a one-
man show, but in 2003 he invited two of his 
friends within the security industry to join him 
and create a business that provides unparal-
leled security expertise and service.

The name 7Arrows is taken from the book 
with the same title, the 7Arrows stand for the 
four cardinal directions, as well as heaven, 
earth and the 7th Arrow being the human 
spirit. The 7Arrows logo is the medicine 
wheel which represents wholeness and total-
ity, hence 7Arrows for absolute protection.

Who are the directors?
The directors are currently Mike Sears, Victor 
Tortora, Pierre van Zyl and Lennie Glasser. 
William, Michael’s brother, is a shareholder 
but not an executive director.

Does the nature of the work involve gov-
ernment or is it only offi ces, businesses 
and households?
All our clients are private companies, private 
citizens or community organisations, our big-
gest client being the CAP initiative started by 
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

What is the current staff complement at 
7Arrows?
Currently we employ 250 staff members 
across four divisions, namely guarding, 

armed response, tactical and technical. We 
also have a small group of employees and 
contractors that we use for close protection 
and specialised interventions.

What training is required and is all the 
training done by your own company? If 
so is the training ongoing?
All employees have to meet minimum entry 
criteria that involve standard industry qualifi -
cations and training. However, depending on 
the division they work in, our employees also 
have undergone the following training, much 
of which is done in-house:
• Military 
• SAPS
•  Tactical (the use of weapons under duress 

and in adverse conditions)
• Unarmed combat
• Guest relations training
• Radio protocol
• Spotter training
• Personal security training
• Incident reporting and investigations
• Advanced driving
• Close protection

Who may the readers contact to become 
a member of 7Arrows?
SMS 7Arrows to 40840 and we will call 
them back (and SMS costs R2; free SMSes 
do not apply). E-mail info@7arrows.co.za 
or call 0861 727 769 or visit our website 
www.7arrows.co.za

VIKELA ALUVIN (Aluvin), one of South Africa’s 
leading specialist security companies, pro-
vides security sealing solu-
tions to a diverse range of 
customers.  

In business for more than 
50 years, today Aluvin is 
the sole representative in 
southern Africa of three of 
the world’s largest security 
sealing fi rms, EJ Brooks, 
ITW Envopak and Mega 
Fortris.  

Aluvin offers the wid-
est range of security seal-
ing products in the country 
including security seals, 
labels and tapes, security 
bags and high security bar-
rier seals designed to pre-
vent tampering and reduce 
loss in many different applications.  

These applications include shipping, logis-
tics, manufacturing and distribution, banking, 
cash-in-transit, retail, hotel and leisure, govern-
ment and service utilities.

 “We focus on providing our customers with 
a total sealing solution, including the highest 
quality products, world-class service and ad-
vice on how these products should be used for 
best results,” says Aluvin MD Kevin Norwitz.

Aluvin has been the leader in southern Af-
rica of C-TPAT-compliant security seals since 

they became a requirement. CTPAT refers to 
the Customs Trade Partnership Against Ter-

rorism, the requirement 
that all maritime cargo 
containers entering the 
US must be secured with 
high-security barrier seals 
that conform to the tech-
nical specifi cations as set 
out in the ISO/PAS 17712 
document. 

Containers fi tted with 
these seals receive priority 
clearance through part of 
US customs.

 “The reason we are ex-
periencing such a surge in 
demand is that our prod-
ucts are genuinely C-TPAT-
compliant, in terms of both 
product quality and manu-

facturing integrity,” says Norwitz.
All Aluvin’s local manufacture complies with 

its international partners’ quality standards 
which include ISO9001 and ISO17712.  

“In addition, our strong international relation-
ships ensure that we stay at the forefront of 
global security sealing trends, including initia-
tives such as C-TPAT and other sealing initia-
tives around the world,” says Norwitz.

Aluvin’s head offi ce and factory are in Ger-
miston with distribution centres in Durban and 
Cape Town.

Kevin Norwitz, MD of Vikela 
Aluvin.
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Mantis - the name in security that says it all

MANTIS HAS since expanded its services to 
offer a truly holistic risk mitigation and manage-
ment service, with a remarkable track record. 
Mantis’ name is synonymous with profession-

alism and we pride ourselves on our 
expertise of planning and executing 
a broad spectrum of large-scale, 
integral turnkey security projects 
which optimally satisfy the client’s 
requirements, while remaining cost 
effective.

Having worked in the industry 
for over 17 years, Mantis boasts 
an intimate, fi rsthand knowledge 
of all aspects relating to security 
and risk management. Our total 
service integrates all aspects of 
the related fi elds and our large 
and growing team of specialists 
enable us to design, implement 
and manage projects for the 
commercial, retail, industrial, 
mining, aviation, gaming, pub-
lic and private sectors - pro-
fessionally, on time and within 
budget. 

Mantis offers specialist analy-
sis, planning, design, supervision 

and implementation of integrated 
security systems, with security offi cers carefully 
selected and trained to provide the best, latest 

and safest security measures to ensure our cli-
ents’ satisfaction, well-being and peace of mind. 

It is Mantis’ continued efforts to achieve secu-
rity excellence, and our focus on our core values 
of responsibility, dedication, quality and perform-
ance, that has resulted in our ability to provide 
tailor-made strategies to the highest standards. 
Quite simply, it is our belief that our clients deserve 
the very best.

Mantis’ comprehensive service offering 
includes:
•  Armed and unarmed security offi cers
•  Electronic security and related technical serv-

ices 
•  Security training services
•  Special events and functions
•  Risk management consulting
•  Disaster and incident management (including 

evacuation and contingency planning)
•  Close quarter protection and other related spe-

cialist services
•  Intelligence and investigation services

The 2010 World Cup provides Mantis with yet 
another opportunity to showcase its expertise in, 
and professional execution of close quarter pro-
tection services, including:
•  Executive protection
•  Executive accommodation and vehicles
•  Standard accommodation and vehicles - for VIP 

support staff
•  Armoured vehicles 
•  Medical personnel
•  Internal fl ights
•  Hospitality suites with match tickets for groups 

of 10 or more.
•  Team-specifi c tickets with or without hospitality 

suite access.
•  Airport facilitation with fast track arrivals and de-

partures (clients will be met at the aircraft and will 
be escorted through immigration, customs and 
baggage claim before being handed over to the 
protection team on exiting passport control).

Mantis Security ensures that all employees are 
responsible, reliable, drug-free, un-corrupt indi-
viduals with no criminal background. 

Every member is carefully selected after under-
going a barrage of security and personality-related 
tests to ensure that only the very best are accept-
ed to wear the coveted Mantis insignia. 

Our clients can thus rest assured that the as-
signed offi cer has the correct qualifi cations, reg-
istrations, profi le and intuitive attitude required to 
deal with pressurised situations, involved in split 
second decision-making and action-taking. 

Contact information: 
2 Elm Street, Houghton Estate, Johannesburg 
2198, tel: (011) 487-1000, fax: (011) 487-1830, 
e-mail: info@mantissecurity.co.za

Established in 1992, Mantis was one of  the fi rst companies to be founded in the industry 
and quickly established itself  as an industry leader in specialist contract guarding services. 
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Securitas - a complete holistic 
solution to security problems

SECURITAS TACTICAL entered the 
South African market in 2009 with 
the primary objective of becoming 
the topmost security company in the 
country. Their methodology is to offer 
a holistic, integrated solution to each 
client’s safety requirements. 

By exclusively using the best and 
latest technologies combined with 
the specialised skills of selected, 
highly-trained security personnel, Se-
curitas is able to offer cost-effective, 
high-quality solutions tailored to each 
client’s needs.

Securitas began attaining its South 

African objectives by acquiring MKB 
Tactical and Claw Security, two highly 
respected companies in the industry. 
This was the fastest way to obtain the 
experienced and dedicated manpow-
er needed to implement the quality 
of service they will provide in South 
Africa.

It also gives Securitas immediate 
access to current “on the ground” in-
formation that is vital for accurate risk 
assessment, as creating an accurate 
risk profile for a client, is the critical 
first step in defining a solution for the 
client’s threat exposure. 

Securitas’ business model is 
proactive security as opposed to re-
active. This means that suspicious 
activities that might affect a client, 
will be promptly investigated and 
appropriately dealt with, before they 
can possibly escalate into criminal 
events.

The range of security services 
offered by Securitas includes:
•  Risk analysis
•  Consulting and forensic
•  Alarm monitoring
•  Alarm response and patrolling
•  Electronic security systems
•  Close protection
•  Specialised guarding
•  Business continuity planning
•  Pre-employment security vetting

Depending on the requirement, 
these individual services can be 
combined to form an integrated 
security solution from a single sup-
plier - Securitas. The advantages 

of sourcing security services from a 
reputable single vendor such as Se-
curitas are:
•  One point of contact and account-

ability
•  Comprehensive centralised man-

agement of all aspects of the im-
plemented security measures

•  Supervised patrols with multiple 
management checks per shift.

•  Tight integration of all facets of 
the security package resulting in 
a well-meshed, cohesive security 
solution.
Securitas is here to revolutionise 

the security industry in South Africa. 
No short cuts. No cheap cutting of 
corners in the selection of staff or 
their training. 

Securitas is paying top wages to 
its personnel and offers extensive 
specialised training that leads to a 
focused, expert workforce that mini-
mises the company’s clients’ expo-
sure to security risks.

Securitas, with its headquarters in Sweden, 
has operations in 37 countries on fi ve con-
tinents and is a global knowledge leader in 

security. Their international market share of  
outsourced security is more  than 12 per cent.

Securitas’ business model is of sourcing security services from a

Louis Mkhethoni,  
director Securitas 
Specialised Services 
(left) and Jacques 
Pretorius of Avis.

Charles Ngwenya, Sylvester Moyo, Glen Phillips and Colin Solomon.

SAPS’ proposed changes must also get essential support from within
BILKIS OMAR
SENIOR RESEARCHER
CENTRE FOR JUSTICE AND CRIME 
PREVENTION (CJCP) 

THE SA POLICE Services (SAPS) as a nation-
al agency, has by far the biggest responsibility 
for policing in the country. In order for it to 
function optimally, its support structures must 
be effective - particularly when radical opera-
tional changes are being proposed. 

It is clear that the tough approach is cen-
tral to the SAPS’ new strategy designed to 
bring down the high levels of crime. All in all, 
the intention is sound - especially given the 
increases in violent crimes since 1994, the 
level of violence during the commission of the 

crimes, and the levels of fear the crimes have 
generated. 

Additionally, the previous administration’s 
denial of the crime situation and the former 
national commissioner’s silence on the mat-
ter, has garnered massive support from a 
frightened public. The changes have gone a 
long way in providing much needed reassur-
ances. 

The changes, however, are not undeserv-
ing of criticism. The central error lies with the 
SAPS management and their failure to sup-
plement the changes with much needed sup-
port within. 

There has been a marked lack of paral-
lel strategies and systems to support police 
members “on the ground”, while the changes 

are being implemented. 
Furthermore, to prevent the police becom-

ing a law unto themselves and uniting behind 
the thin blue line of protection, it is essential 
that oversight mechanisms be dramatically 
improved. 

Parliament too would have to intensify the 
oversight role they perform with regard to 
overseeing the actions of the police and en-
suring that the appropriate legal constraints 
are legislated.

Another error on the side of the police, has 
been what appear to be superfi cial changes 
which simply reinforce the absence of sub-
stantive changes in police focus and ethos. 
Substantial concerns such as incompetence 
and discipline within the police and rooting 

out corruption, would serve the police much 
more in becoming professional and effective. 

The fi nal error of the police has been the 
poor communication of messages via the 
mass media. 

Adopting a harder approach to fi ghting the 
crime problem, would require a police agency 
that is more professional and competent. 

As it stands, even while legislation relating 
to either of the proposed changes is pend-
ing, the ethos and attitude of police members 
have changed remarkably - premised on the 
widespread belief that support for any lethal 
action will invariably be forthcoming. 

The SAPS have to caution against this be-
lief and ensure that the rule of law is main-
tained.
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InvadaShield laminated 
glass for peace of mind

Mutual brings you the 
best in security

INVADASHIELD IS A laminated glass product 
manufactured by Furman Glass, a manufac-
turing company with considerable expertise 
and state-of-the-art glass production facili-
ties. It provides aesthetics, protection, safety 
and security.

InvadaShield consists of a tough plastic 
interlayer made of polyvinyl butyral (PVB) that 
is bonded together between two panes of 
glass under heat and pressure. Once sealed 
together, the layers become a single unit and 
look like normal glass. Furman Glass imports 
PVB from Belgium, Germany and the US.

Safety - Laminated architectural glass is 
commonly used for its safety features in 
residential, industrial and commercial appli-
cations. It has exceptional resilience, which 
makes it an excellent safety glazing.

Although InvadaShield may crack upon 
impact, the glass fragments tend to adhere 
to the plastic interlayer, thus reducing the po-
tential of injury to people or damage to sur-
rounding objects. 

Security - The strength of InvadaShield is 
evident in its wide range of security applica-
tions, as it provides a high level of resistance 
without compromising aesthetics. It is gen-
erally strong enough to deter a “smash and 
grab” burglary. Additional plastic interlayers 
can be added to further enhance its security 
and safety features.

UV screening - InvadaShield can generally 
be used anywhere ordinary glass is required, 
providing an effective substitute for other 
glazing materials while allowing the added 
benefi ts of light and visibility and an excep-
tionally high level of uItraviolet screening.

Sound reduction - DB Shield - Standard 
InvadaShield offers some degree of sound 
control because of the sound-dampening 
characteristics of the plastic interlayer. 

Thermal insulation - The plastic interlayer 
provides additional insulation against the 
transmission of heat or cold through the 
glass. Varying degrees of thermal insulation 
can be achieved by utilising customised In-
vadaShield with various PVB layer specifi ca-
tions and different types of glass.

Colours - Tinted or coloured interlayers can 
also control solar heat gain by absorbing and 
refl ecting energy in the UV, visible and infra-
red wavelength spectrums. 

HeatShield - Furman Glass also manufac-
tures HeatShield, a metal-coated glass that 
has all the advantages of InvadaShield plus 
the thermal refl ection of infrared.

Quality - InvadaShield and HeatShield meet 
the requirements of South African building 
regulations and comply with all SAGA glaz-
ing requirements and standards.

TWENTY FIVE YEARS ago the Mutual Safe 
Company started manufacturing and marketing 
customised, SABS qualifi ed security safes and 
doors. Today Mutual Safe and Security Group 
has established itself as a market leader in the 
supply of all forms of physical security.

Through the various levels of SABS-approved 
security safes and doors - anti-bandit doors, fi re 
doors, record room doors, strong room doors 
and demountable vaults and vault doors - Mu-
tual safes and doors are SABS approved and 
hold ISO 9001/2000 accreditation. 

Mutual safes and doors are also approved by 
the Underwriter Laboratory of USA (UL), among 
other international qualifi cations, as well as be-
ing listed in the European Safe Ratings Publica-
tion.

Mutual developed and engineered the strong-
est barrier materials, combining the highest 
strength and lowest weight, and these are now 
used in all Mutual safes. 

Leaders in design, Mutual safes compete with 
many of the world’s leading high physical secu-
rity-manufactured safes. This has resulted in the 
securing of leading contracts and tenders. All 
Mutual safes and doors offer excellent protec-
tion against fi re and skilled methods of attack. 
The sturdy construction and customised locking 
mechanisms to suit the level of protection re-
quired, make these safes and doors suitable for 
applications as diverse as schools, post offi ces, 
industrial buildings and homes. 

The higher security level strong room and 
vault safes and doors consisting of Cat2, Cat2 

ADM, Cat3, 4 and 5, are designed with excep-
tional security requirements in mind. 

The Mutual Hardened Door Factory special-
ises in the production of a range of high speci-
fi cation, quality anti-bandit doors and bullet re-
sisting windows. 

The  doors and windows are purpose made 
in a range of fi nishes such as wood veneer 
fi nishes, steel frames and continuous hinges, 
with the option of BRG view panels. Locking 
options are cylinder deadlocks, electric strikes 
and magnetic for access control. BRG windows 
are available in natural anodised aluminium and 
mild steel construction with glass options rang-
ing from 28mm to 53mm. 

The Mutual Austen Security Group com-
prises:
•  The full range of Mutual and Austen physical 

security products. 
•  The renowned Bischoff range of high security 

safes and doors. 
•  Giant, another well-known brand name in 

the group, supplied all the security safes and 
doors in the Johannesburg Jewellery Centre 
in Joubert Park.

•  Austen Security Centres provide everything to 
do with home security, ,including CCTV, fenc-
ing and installations.

•  The group has been in business for many 
years. Austen since 1934, Bischoff since 
1946 and Giant since 1957. Mutual, which 
now controls the group, started business in 
1984. 
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A closer look at Xpanda Security - your peace of mind

XPANDA OFFERS THE end-user secu-
rity, and security is the key, so strength 
is never compromised for price and all 
our products are tested for the South 
African market and meet stringent 
SABS ISO 9001:2000 standards.

“The quality of our materials is never 
compromised. When our products are 
compared product for product, com-
ponent for component and quality 
for quality, the value for money from 
Xpanda is unrivalled,” says MD, Tim 
Taylor. 

“As long as there is crime in this 
country we will make barriers to deter 
criminals.”

Xpanda Security continually strives 
to be the best in its fi eld both nation-
ally and internationally. They have 
been perfecting their products and 
service for 34 years, keeping abreast 
of overseas technology with regular 
trips abroad and instituting a lot of 
this technology into their local security 
products. 

Xpanda Security is the only com-
pany nationally that can provide you 
with a total security barrier solution 

(with or without electricity), such as 
trellis gates, security gates, burglar 
guards, driveway gates, roller shutter 
doors and automation, to mention just 
a few.  

Their factory occupies a 10 000m2 
site in Pinetown Durban. Products 
are distributed from there to branches 
throughout the country, and to 28 
countries worldwide including Aus-
tralia, Canada and England.  

The plant manufactures over 250 
gates, 1 500 burglar guards and 280 
expanding security doors per day. 
It has an in-house zinc spray facility, 
robotic welding machines and state-
of-the-art epoxy-coating plant to keep 
up with the growing need for security 
products in South Africa and abroad.

The level of crime has changed 
over the past few years and Xpanda 
has had to adapt too. The company’s 
products have also undergone contin-
uous facelifts to keep up with the level 
of security one needs in South Africa, 
such as the demand for stronger, 
tougher gates. 

The factory also has a section dedi-

cated to a full range of roller shutter 
products, manufactured from start to 
fi nish. 

Xpanda Security is proud to an-
nounce the launch of some of their 
latest products. A more affordable se-
curity solution for doors and windows, 

their matching trellis door, X-Door, and 
burglar guards, X-Guard, which are 
being offered at the best prices in their 
range.  

Xpanda has a wide range of prod-
ucts, varying in style and price to suit 
your budget and your home or busi-

ness.  
So, if you are thinking of installing 

security, give one of our sales con-
sultants a call and they will gladly visit 
your premises and evaluate the best 
possible option for both your home 
and your budget.

Xpanda has been securing South African 
consumers for more than three decades, and 
focuses on supplying a strong but affordable 

security barrier to the public. 

cated to a full range of roller shutter their matching trellis door X Door and ness
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Stallion continues creating 
confidence in Fairmount

‘Go bang’ with your 
gun isn’t good enough

FOR STALLION SECURITY clients, the 
•Sacks family, the presence of a dedicat-
ed vehicle in the Fairmount, Johannesburg 
area has meant the difference between 
a life-threatening situation and peace of 
mind.

Two months ago as Stallion officers 
were patrolling the suburb’s streets in their 
vehicle, they noticed a suspicious blue car 
circling the parking lot at a local shopping 
centre. 

The officers radioed the car’s registration 
number to the control room, from where it 
was immediately relayed to the SAPS to 
check on the vehicle’s ownership.  

Their concerns mounted when they saw 
the vehicle draw to a halt with the engine 
still running, just a short distance from 
where Fairmount resident and mother of 
two, •Fiona Sacks, was strapping her two 
toddlers into their car seats in her SUV. 

As she drove out of the parking lot, so 
the occupants in the other car began tail-
ing her. Fortunately none of this had gone 
unnoticed by the eagle-eyed Stallion offic-
ers who followed in hot pursuit. 

When a radio call from the control room 
confirmed that the blue Citi Golf had in-
deed been hijacked just three days earlier, 
the officers sprang into action to prevent 
Sacks and her young children from suffer-
ing the same traumatic fate. 

The occupants of the stolen vehicle 
were duly apprehended and handed over 
to the SAPS, where they are currently still 
awaiting trial. 

It’s actual case histories like these which 
explain why home and business owners 
across the country are confident to entrust 
their safety to Stallion Security. 

“An investment in security,” says Trevor 
Zulberg, executive director of Stallion, 
“goes way beyond a monetary outlay. It is 
also an investment of trust.”

To earn that trust, Stallion guards, reac-
tion officers and specialised SWAT teams, 
are subject to ongoing rigorous training. 

In addition, the company maintains 
close working relationships with the SAPS 
in every area in which it has a footprint. 

Security operations are backed by an 
electronics division that specialises in the 
supply, expert installation and maintenance 
of state-of-the-art alarms, CCTV, panic 
buttons and intruder detection devices.  

In a criminal situation there are seldom 
chances. 

For more information on how to partner 
with a company that has an established 
track record of being there at the critical 
time, call Stallion on (011) 533-8888.

• Names have been changed.
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The fear of access to computer or cellphones be-
ing sanctioned, might prevent the young person 
from talking to parents or teachers about the in-
cident, effectively lessening the possibility of any 
support becoming available.

There are increasing reports of depression and 
suicides among children and youth that are directly 
attributable to their experiences of violence online 
and through electronic media.  

Such acts also undermine the formation of posi-
tive, healthy and pro-social relationships with peers 
and others. The anonymity of perpetrators makes 
it easier to engage in acts of aggression, and the 
negative effects are rarely seen in their immediacy.  

Further, both victims and perpetrators of cyber-
aggression are signifi cantly more likely than others 
to engage in substance abuse. 

Most importantly for South Africa, and for those 
striving to enhance safety in the country, occur-
rences of online harassment or cyber-bullying 
is frequently correlated with both other risky be-
haviour and a range of psychosocial behaviours, 
which suggest that the levels may be cause for 
concern over and above themselves. 

Those considered to be “at-risk” for other vio-
lent behaviours, such as sexual abuse, parental 
confl ict or physical violence, appear also to be at 
greater risk of cyber-aggression.  

Just as those who experience violence as a 
child are more at risk of turning to criminal and vio-
lent behaviour themselves, so those who engage 
in online aggression are more at risk than those 
who don’t, of experiencing a transition from online 
aggression to physical violence.

Cyber-bullying and aggression - in all its forms 
and regardless of differences in defi nition, clearly 
present a challenge to policy-makers, parents and 
educators, and most importantly, to children and 
young people.  

As technology continues to advance at expo-
nentially fast rates, so the need to develop com-
prehensive, adaptive, dynamics and responsive 
solutions to the challenges of acyber-aggression 
will become even more important.  

Concomitantly, the need for a public health 
approach that focuses on prevention rather than 
cure, and addressing the environment and con-
text in which young people live their daily lives, 
becomes imperative. Parents and caregivers 
should be familiar with, and engage in the use of 
electronic media with their children, educating and 
guiding them in acceptable usage and behaviour, 
as well as providing adequate monitoring and su-
pervision.  

Cyber-bullying prevention curriculum can be de-
veloped for schools.  Awareness campaigns and 
advertorials for young people and caregivers, can 
be developed.  

EDDY PRETORIUS - ACCREDITED 
FACILATOR AND TRAINER

VIOLENT CRIME is a part of everyday life 
in South Africa. And everyone is affected 
by it.  The following statistics were taken 
from the SA Police Services for last year’s 
reporting period: April 2008 - March 2009.

Murder  18 148
Attempted murder 18 298
House robberies 18 438 
Business robberies 13 940
Hijacking  14 915 
Sex crimes  70 514
To put this in perspective, someone is 

murdered every 30 minutes in South Af-
rica.

Many South Africans own handguns for 
self-defence purposes, because of these 
very statistics. As a fi rearm trainer for 13 
years and a shooting background that 
goes back 43 years, it is my experience 
that too many of these gun owners are not 
truly comfortable with their fi rearms. They 
can make their guns “go bang” but can’t 
really shoot them - certainly under the pres-
sure of a shootout.

It is our contention at Randburg Firearms 
that too many handguns are purchased, 
shot once or twice and then locked away 
in a safe, never seeing a shooting range 

again. This same gun owner will take les-
sons from a golf or tennis coach to improve 
his game and spend hours on the course 
or court developing his skills.

Lose a round of golf or a game of ten-
nis and you may pay for drinks in the club-
house. Lose a gunfi ght and you could pay 
with your - or your family’s - life.

Motor-vehicles are all insured “in case” 
and premiums are paid promptly to ensure 
they are covered. Yet the insurance policy 
that is your defensive handgun, which 
could be called upon to protect your most 
valuable assets, is ignored.  

Premiums for this insurance policy are 
paid each month on the shooting range. 
Don’t pay this policy’s premiums and it 
lapses. The sad fact is that, as trainers 
who have put thousands of gun owners 
through the theory and practice required to 
relicence their weapons, we see very few 
returning to practise the skills needed for 
defensive handgun shooting.

You will fi ght as you’ve been trained, but if 
you are not trained, how well will you fi ght? 
As a gun owner you should be committed 
to becoming profi cient with your fi rearm 
and maintaining this profi ciency through 
practice, practice and more practice.  

Your handgun could be all that stands 
between survival and becoming another 
statistic.
•  Eddy Pretorius - accredited facilitator 

and trainer
• Jimmy Pringle - accredited assessor
• SAPS - South African Police Services
•  SASSETA - Safety and Security Sector 
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