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Secular-haredi tensions rise
over school CONEIOVErSY s
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Tens of thousands of haredi Orthodox Israelis took to the streets in Jerusalem last week Thursday to protest a court order requiring haredi parents
to send their daughters to an Emanuel school. (PHOTOGRAPH: ABIR SULTAN / FLASH90 / JTA)
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Aspire to live like the righteous

THIS WEEK’S Torah portion
comes from the Parsha Balak,
Numbers 22:2-25:9. It tells the story
of the Moabite ruler Balak, son of
Zippor who hears of the Israelite’s
victories in battle and summons
Balaam, son of Beor in Pethor to
curse the advancing Israelites.

Balaam maintains that he can
only speak the words that the
Eternal puts in his mouth and
therefore makes four unsuccessful
attempts at cursing the Israelites
despite the riches which Balak
promises him.

The first three of Balaam’s ora-
cles are praises of the Israelites
and the last one warns Balak of his
upcoming defeat.

All of the speeches which
Balaam makes have lines which
have become famous and are often

PARSHAT
BALAK

Rabbi Ann B Folb
Pretoria Progressive
Jewish Congregation-
Bet Menorah

repeated because they have les-
sons for us. In the first of
Balaam’s attempts to curse, there
is a statement in which he calls
the Israelites “a people that dwells
apart, not reckoned among the
nations... may I die the death of
the upright, may my fate be like
theirs”, Balaam says.

This special place among the
nations is indicative of the con-
cept of Israel as a chosen people.

While Balaam certainly means to
praise Israel, it has often aroused
resentment in other nations who
do not understand this as a state-
ment of obligation but rather one
of special privilege and we, as a
people, have often paid a heavy
price for their misunderstanding.

We too sometimes forget that, as
a people covenanted to the
Eternal, we have taken on a spe-
cial obligation of service.

It is certainly not an easy path
or often a convenient one. A
Chasidic master once commented
that “Balaam’s wish to ‘die the
death of the upright’ was a mis-
taken wish. Rather he should have
aspired to live like the righteous”.

That is not an easy task but it is
the one which we must fulfil! I
wish you success along your way.

SHABBAT AND

FAST TIMES

June 25/13 Tammuz
June 26/14 Tammuz

Balak

Starts Ends

17:08 18:00 Johannesburg
17:28 18:23 Cape Town
16:48 17:41 Durban

17:09 18:01 Bloemfontein
16:59 17:54 Port Elizabeth
16:53 17:47 East London

Fast of Tammuz
Shivah Asar B'Tammuz
June 29/17 Tammuz

Starts Ends

05:42 17:45 Johannesburg
06:32 18:05 CapeTown
05:36 17:25 Durban

05:53 17:06 Bloemfontein
06:03 17:37 Port Elizabeth
05:52 17:30 East London

Celebrating ‘the beautiful
game’ with beautiful music

Arlene Bernstein, director, LifeLine
Johannesburg and Menahem Fuchs,

chairman, LifeLine Johannesburg,

enjoy the VIP hospitality suite at the

Last Night of the Proms 2010.

LIFELINE’S LAST Night of
the Proms 2010 delivered on
its promise to “celebrate the
beautiful game with music”.

In a media release Life-
Line says “this fun, musical
jamboree, containing an
eclectic mix of modern
pieces, classical music and
new talent, took place two
weeks before the start of the
2010 Fifa World Cup”.

It was the 20th anniver-
sary of this highly success-
ful LifeLine Johannesburg
fundraising event at the
Linder Auditorium in Jo-
hannesburg, sponsored by

Macsteel Service Centres
SA.

Richard Cock conducted
the Johannesburg Festival
Orchestra, two choirs -
the Symphony Choir of
Johannesburg and the Alex-
andra Adult Choir - and

soloists: seven of the
“20 Tenors” and the exciting
young soprano, Friedel
Mitas.

Ticket-holders enjoyed

the Proms Fan Park football
hospitality and entertain-
ment area and came dressed
in their international foot-
ball team colours.

WoW looks
back on an

Tammuz - short in length
but not in importance

ROBYN SASSEN

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

ON TUESDAY, June 29, a minor
fast is commemorated; it is minor
only insofar as it is but 12 hours
in length - lasting from dawn to
dusk. Shiv’ah Asar b’Tammuz
signifies the start of the Three
Weeks before Tisha B’Av, a 24-
hour long fast - second only to

Yom Kippur in its community-
held seriousness.

The 17th day of the month of
Tammuz commemorates the
breach of the walls of Jerusalem
before the destruction of the
Second Temple - and according to
some sources, of the First Temple
as well.

The period of three weeks until

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

The Western Wall, Jerusalem - the last remaining wall after the
destruction of the Second Temple, in 70AD.
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY WIKIPEDIA)

Tisha B’Av, the day on which
both temples were destroyed - the
first in 586 BCE by the
Babylonians, and the second, in
70 AD by the Romans - is one of
mourning.

It is customary for Jews
observing this period, to refrain
from listening to music, partak-
ing in public entertainment and
having haircuts.

But it is also understood to be
the day on which four other bibli-
cal calamities befell the Jewish
people:  According to the
Mishnah, this day is the com-
memoration of the destruction of
the tablets of the Ten Com-
mandments by Moses on Mount
Sinai, owing to the Golden Calf
which the Children of Israel had
built in his absence.

It is also the day on which the
daily mannah to the Jews in the
desert ceased. It was the day on
which a Torah scroll was burnt
by the Roman military leader
Apostomus, just prior to Bar
Kokhba’s revolt; and it was the
day in which an idol was built in
the Temple.

- See Shabbat and Fast times
on this page for the correct times
to commence and conclude the
fast in your province.

amazing
raftle

MANDY BLOCH

WOMEN OF the World’s recent
“Amazing Raffle of Raffles” fund-
raiser, was another big hit, with 57
happy winners of some great prizes
including two air tickets to Israel,
furniture, electronics and much
more.

The response was excellent with
hundreds of people visiting the dis-
play at the new Sydenham Shul
Community Centre in Johannesburg
during May.

The draw took place at Octagon
Chartered Accountants on June 10.
Proceeds will go towards much-need-
ed equipment for all the beneficiary
schools which WoW supports.

The next exciting WoW event is the
annual Women’s Day Breakfast on
Sunday August 1, at Sandton Sun
Hotel. The guest of honour will be
Helen Zille, premier of the Western
Cape, who will speak on “Why I
believe in South Africa”.

Pictured are: Clifford Livingstone
and Miranda Vermaak from Octagon
Chartered Accountants, drawing the
winners For the WoW Raffle of
Raffles in Johannesburg.

The greatest event on the Jewish
social calendar is coming up August 31!
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There’s mixed reaction to
Israel’s announcement
on easing Gaza blockade

MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’S DECISION to loosen its blockade
on Gaza, is drawing both praise and criti-
cism.

Israel’s security Cabinet last Sunday
voted to ease land-based civilian imports to
the Gaza Strip, but the naval blockade will
remain in place.

The move garnered praise from the White
House, which released a statement the same
day, saying it welcomed the new policy
toward Gaza.

“Once implemented, we believe these
arrangements should significantly improve
conditions for Palestinians in Gaza while
preventing the entry of weapons,” the state-
ment said.

“We strongly re-affirm Israel’s right to
self-defence, and our commitment to work
with Israel and our international partners to
prevent the illicit trafficking of arms and
ammunition into Gaza.”

Turkey, which lost nine citizens when
Israeli commandos raided a Gaza-bound aid
flotilla, determined to break the blockade,
continued to slam Israel following the
announcement.

“If the Israeli government really wishes to
prove that they have given up the act of pira-
cy and terror, they should primarily apolo-
gise and claim responsibility in the slaying
of nine people on May 31,” said Egemen
Bagis, Turkish minister for European Union
affairs, according to The New York Times.

The blockade of Gaza was put into place
by Israel and Egypt in June 2007 after
Hamas violently wrested power in the Gaza
Strip from the Fatah-dominated Palestinian
Authority. It was designed to thwart the
import of weapons or weapons-capable
material into Gaza and pressure the coastal
strip’s rulers into releasing Israeli soldier
Gilad Shalit, who was taken captive in a
cross-border raid in 2006.

An economic blockade has been in place
since Shalit’s abduction.

Pressure on Israel to ease the latter block-
ade, which had been climbing steadily,
increased dramatically following last
month’s Israeli interception of the Gaza-
bound flotilla.

Quartet Middle East envoy Tony Blair,

who joined Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu last Sunday evening to an-
nounce the easing of the blockade, reported-
ly played a central role in establishing the
new protocols for Gaza.

The Quartet - a grouping of the United
States, European Union, United Nations and
Russia - issued a statement after Israel’s
announcement, calling for its rapid imple-
mentation and an easing of the humanitari-
an conditions in the Gaza Strip.

Under the new rules, all items except
those on a published blacklist will be
allowed into Gaza. Until now, only items
specifically permitted were allowed into
Gaza. The blacklist will be limited to
weapons and war materiel, including “dual-
use items” that can be used for civilian or
military purposes.

Despite the easing of the land blockade,
Israel will continue to inspect all goods
bound for Gaza by sea at the port of Ashdod.
Israel has called on the international com-
munity “to stop the smuggling of weapons
and war materials into Gaza”.

British Foreign Secretary William Hague
praised Israel’s plan but took a wait-and-see
attitude. “The test now is how the new poli-
cy will be carried out,” he said.

German officials called for a complete end
to the blockade in the wake of Israel’s
refusal to allow Germany’s minister of eco-
nomic co-operation and development, Dirk
Niebel, to enter Gaza during a four-day visit
to the region.

In Israel, the announcement received
mixed reviews. Some lawmakers, including
ones from the centrist Kadima Party and the
centre-left Labour Party, criticised the gov-
ernment for buckling under pressure, say-
ing the move would strengthen Hamas.

But others, such as Labour’s Benjamin
Ben-Eliezer, praised it. Arab-Israeli Knesset
member Hanin Zoabi called it insufficient,
saying the blockade should be lifted com-
pletely.

A spokesman for Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas told the French
news agency AFP that the blockade should
be abolished altogether.

“These steps alone are not sufficient,”
spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeina said, “and all
efforts must be exerted to ease the suffering
of the people of Gaza.” (JTA)

A day after Israel announced that it was easing the Gaza blockade, an Israeli truck driver on
Monday walks by trucks filled with goods bound for Gaza at the Kerem Shalom border

crossing. (TSAFRIR ABAYOV / FLASH90 / JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

HOUSE, SENATE 'FINALISE' SANCTIONS; WHITE HOUSE BAULKS

WASHINGTON - The chairmen of the US
Senate and House of Representatives com-
mittees framing Iran sanctions, say they
have agreed on a package, but the White
House suggests it will still press for
changes.

Representative Howard Berman
(Democrat California), the chairman of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and
Senator Chris Dodd (Democrat
Connecticut), the chairman of the Senate
Banking Committee, released a joint state-
ment on Monday outlining the new sanc-
tions, but deferring full publication of the
bill until other members of the joint
House-Senate conference committee
drafting the sanctions had a chance to
review it.

The sanctions, as outlined, would
expand third-party sanctions against enti-
ties - companies, countries and individu-
als - that deal with Iran's energy sector to
include the banking, insurance and ship-
ping sectors.

They also tighten existing business bans
on US companies, add tort protections for
states and pension plans seeking to divest
from Iran, ban dealings with companies
that provide Iran with the means to
repress information exchanges and
require certification from any company
contracting to the US government that it
is not dealing with Iran.

The certification measure is aimed at

contractors that in recent years have done
at least $107 billion in business with the
US government while continuing to deal
with Iran. By requiring certification, the
measure shuts down US government dis-
cretion in applying the ban.

It was unclear from the Berman-Dodd
statement just how far the bill goes in oth-
erwise restricting the president's ability to
waive the sanctions. The White House had
sought broad latitude, and wanted carve-
outs for nations like Russia and China that
were critical to passing expanded United
Nations sanctions earlier this month.

A statement from the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee praising the
final package, suggested that the bill pro-
vided the president with a "narrow diplo-
matic window" to use diplomacy to isolate
Iran. Otherwise, AIPAC said, "the presi-
dent must impose sanctions on companies
in violation" of the sanctions.

A White House statement suggested
that the process had yet to come to com-
pletion.

"We will continue to work with
Congress over the coming days as it
finalises work on this important bill, and
in our ongoing efforts to hold Iran
accountable," it said.

The sanctions are aimed at squeezing
Iran until it makes transparent its sus-
pected nuclear weapons programme.
(JTA)

Stamelman

PROPERTIES

CONTACT
Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168
Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

/ WAVERLEY - NORDIC COURT, /GLENHAZEL - CORBEL CRESCENT,

|

ON SHOW: Sunday, June 27,
14:00-17:00
Opportunity to live in the heart of the
area. Finish and make your dream home.

/" GLENSAN/HAZELWOOD

3 beds, 2 baths (mes), extra large main
bed, modern kitchen, lounge and
dining room, all open plan & north-fac-
ing, in immaculate condition, 2 carports,
pool, tennis/squash court, 24-hr security.

\_Put pen to paper let's negofiae!

il |
\_ R1,3 mil. Hurry we have offers! J

(" PERCELIA ESTATE

ON SHOW: Sunday, June 27,
14:00-17:00
R650,000/R670,000/R690,000

1/2 bed, modern renovated unit, granite
kitchen, amazing bathroom en-suite,
large bed, stunning cupboards and car-
pets. All north-facing, sun-drenched and

inviting. Hurry we have offers!

For pictures of these and
other properties go to
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

3/4 north-facing recep, 3 beds, space for
4th, 2 baths, eat-in kitchen, lush garden, al
in immaculate condition in boomed area.
\Mid-m mil. Hurry we have offers!

FAIRMOUNT

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT
4 recep, cozy fire-place, 4 beds, 2 baths,
quest loo, gourmet chef’s kitchen, work

from home, stunning garden and pool
\ and more. From R2,5 mil.

/" VIEW BY APPOINTMENT/FOR SALE

© PERCELIA ESTATE: 4 beds, 2 baths, 3
receptions, WFH, pool, garden in boom.
Mid-R1 mil

 SYDENHAM: 3 beds, 2 baths, cottage, gar-
den. Early R1 mil

« HIGHLANDS NORTH EXT: 4 beds, 2 baths,
garden, pool and more. R1,4 mil/rental
option

o GLENHAZEL/LYNDHURST: 4 beds,

2 baths, pool, garden, cottage. R1,4 mil
 ROUXVILLE: fand 1 200m2 build,
3 clusters. R950 000

© LINKSFIELD: 4 beds, 3 baths, 4 recep,
cottage, pool and more. Early R2
mil/rental option

© GRESWOLD: 3 beds, 2 haths, 2 recep.
R700 000

© GRESWOLD: 2 beds, 2 baths, 2 recep.
R650 000

 BAGLEYSTON: 3 beds, 2 baths, 3 recep,
pool, garden and cottage. R1,4 mil

Streef Brocha

Friday 9 July - 6 PM

Larry &'Tracey
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Fatal four

‘death

styles’ can all be
averted, says Seftel

ALISON GOLDBERG
PHOTOGRAPHS: PHIL SILBERMAN

ARTERIAL ROT and cancer were respon-
sible for 80 per cent of all deaths,
Professor Harry Seftel said recently,
addressing the launch of CARE (Chabad
Addiction Rehabilitation Centre) in
Riverclub, Sandton. Problems of lifestyle
were to blame for both, he added.

Lifestyle problems such as addiction,
are the very stuff of CARE which is
designed to meet the needs of adult and
adolescent outpatients and their families.
Funded by Chabad’s Miracle Drive, the
CARE programme consists of a 12-week
group therapy programme; a 12-step pro-
gramme; spiritual exploration sessions;
skills training workshops; and family
therapy and education.

Resident counsellors are Pinchas Shiel,
an experienced clinical psychologist,
Rabbi Shaul Bacher who has been the
rabbi of Chabad of Melrose for the past
eight years, and Gaye Turiel, a profes-
sional social worker.

Prof Seftel was guest speaker at the
inauguration, with clinical psychologist
Dr Michael Niss.

Lifestyle expert Seftel, who has three
professorships from Wits Medical School,
spoke on “How to live long and well”. He
said owing to better public health in the
first half of the 20th century, life spans
doubled from 35 years in the 19th century,
when malnutrition and famine predomi-
nated.

This longevity of 70 years was largely
the achievement of engineers who made
improvements to the provision of clean
water, housing, electricity, agriculture,
food supply and roads.

In the second half of the 20th century
there was an explosion of good medical
services, for example the introduction of
X-ray technology and the use of peni-
cillin.

But people could have lived longer, he
said, but for the advent of new diseases
such as “arterial rot” and cancer.
Arterial disease killed up to 50 per cent of
the world population through heart
attacks, heart failure, kidney failure and
strokes - the latter in many ways worse
than death.

The second sickness which could also
be described as a pandemic, was the 30
per cent attrition rate of the world popu-
lation by cancer, of which there were
very many types.

Problems of lifestyle were to blame,
both in arterial disease and cancer.
Cancer of the lung for example, was
almost entirely due to smoking.

He added that breast cancer, mostly in
women, meant that one in nine women
would develop it and die. Breast cancer,
colonic cancer and cancer of the prostate,
were new forms of cancer.

Other causes of death were accidents
and violence. Another major cause of
death today - in developing countries
especially - was Aids, affecting between
five and six million people in South
Africa. Most of these people he said, did
not know they had Aids,, nor did their
partners. The only way of knowing was
by testing.

Seftel stressed that “death-styles” need-
ed to be addressed and named the “fatal
four” causes of death - all of which began
with the letter S.

First was smoking. “Is it not a sin for a
Jew to mutilate his body?” he asked the
many rabbis present.

The next cause was ‘“sozzling”, or
drinking too much alcohol. The third life
shortener was “stuffing” oneself with a
bad diet, either in quality or quantity, or
both. Today we in the Western world
faced the pandemic of obesity said Seftel,
but obesity was also affecting the develop-
ing world, especially people over the age
of 45.

Above: Michael Niss and
Professor Harry Seftel.

Right: Rabbi Shaul
Bacher.

Ten to 15 per cent of
children today were fat
and some were suffering
from diabetes. A better food choice was
plants which had no cholesterol and
which should make up 70 - 80 per cent of
our diet. Cholesterol led to heart attacks.
Another dietary must was no or little salt
in food.

The fourth bad life style was “sloth”,
meaning the absence of exercising the
muscles. “We should be exercising 20-30
minutes every day or at the very least
three to four times a week,” he concluded.

Dr Michael Niss spoke of addiction,
which he defined as the dependence on
any substance, behaviour or activity.
Describing the typical person as being
made up of their biology, psychology and
social circumstances, each of us devel-
oped coping skills accordingly.

But what happened to the addict was
that he or she lost those coping skills,
operating very differently from the way
they did when they first started to use a
substance or indulge in a behaviour or
activity.

It was difficult to say if addiction was
inherent or learned, he said, but it was
irrelevant because though the addiction
might not be their fault, it was the respon-
sibility of the addict.

Families of addicts mirrored the behav-
iour of addicts: morals were different;
there was an element of desperation;
both lost control of their lives and both
suffered together. This was known as co-
dependence.

But people could get better from addic-
tion.

From a position of being unable to cope
in the normal world, the addict had to
relearn how to live a normal life.

Niss stressed that to prevent a person
from becoming an addict he or she need-
ed the backstop of moral values from, and
a bridge of communication with, the fam-
ily. “We may be angry, desperate and
upset, but the addict can only get into
recovery through the family.

“Addiction is not a moral condition.
It’s about a sick person who has to get
better. We speak of addiction as a dis-
ease. The addict has to learn about it to
recover.

“Abuse is about crossing invisible
lines to a point where the user cannot
stop. It is different from dependence,
which is a physical condition. Treatment
for abuse and dependence is different. In
the case of abuse, the addict can never
use again. In the case of dependence, a
psycho-social, skill-development process
is needed.”

Niss said when it came to eating disor-
ders, dependence was more difficult to
treat as abstinence could not be the
answer - only management could.

All addictions, be they substance-
based, gambling, internet or sexual, were
about how a person feels about himself or
herself he pointed out.

ORT SA holiday training
gears the young for life

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
LISA MORALEE

ORT SOUTH Africa’s skills department is
currently providing holiday training for
their “Geared for Life” and “Geared for
Life Too” learners. The learners have
shown great dedication to the programme,
especially as they attended training during
the coldest week of winter so far!

The programme is aimed at giving learn-
ers a tertiary qualification over a three-
year-period. They start the course in grade
10, which is then completed in their matric
year. Upon matriculating, a “Further
Education and Training Certificate” (FET)
is awarded to the learner.

Having a qualification, with experience,
at a young age literally “gears learners for
life”, as it gives them the upper hand in the
job market. Over 1 000 learners are cur-
rently enrolled in the programme, which is
sponsored by Services SETA. These quali-
fications include marketing, project man-
agement, paralegal and nail technology.

In Alexandra township north of
Johannesburg, in the middle of June, the
“nail technology” learners took part in
first aid training, which is a compulsory
module of the nail technology coursework.

All the courses are approximately 30 per
cent classroom based learning and 70 prac-

ORT SA “Geared for Life” learners working
hard during their holiday training.

tical practical experience, allowing the
learners to build their portfolio of experi-
ence as their course progresses.

Currently paralegal, project manage-
ment and marketing holiday training are
implemented across Gauteng in Alexan-
dra, Springs, Soweto, Diepsloot and the
north-eastern suburbs. These integrated
schools include Yeshiva College, King
David Linksfield and other Jewish day
schools.

Although hours are long and intensive,
the learners continued to show commit-
ment.

Scarves to help keep
the winter cold at bay

EVERY YEAR, Med-Lemon’s “Winter
Warmer” campaign provides thousands of
scarves for needy South Africans who can-
not afford winter woollies to keep out the
cold.

MaAfrika Tikkun said in a media release
that so far, 6 000 scarves had been complet-
ed. “But the goal for 2010 is 10 000 and we're
encouraging the public to get those needles
clicking so that we can reach our target.”

Last year, Med-Lemon distributed 6 000
scarves to orphaned children around
Gauteng. This time round, it has upped the
target to 10 000 because they aim to reach
out to the poor in the Western Cape,
Gauteng and Durban.

According to Amanda Blankfield, mar-
keting manager at MaAfrika Tikkun, with
which Med-Lemon links up each year, com-
munities within which they work have
already turned out 1 388 scarves in
Diepsloot, 1 000 in Orange Farm, 2 227 in
Alexandra, as well as a further 1 200 in
Delft and Mfuleni in the Western Cape.

When it comes to working with
MaAfrika Tikkun, Med-Lemon pays R40
for each scarf so that the avid Kknitters -
most of whom are unemployed or pension-
ers - can afford a few extras.

“This enables them to buy what they
believe are luxuries - tea, coffee, school
shoes - things we take for granted,” she
said.

This year, Med-Lemon has taken the
project one step further - encouraging
warm hearted South Africans (including

churches, shuls and charity groups) from
across the country to join in knitting or
donate scarves or even jerseys and blan-
kets.

Blankfield said the project began in
Alexandra north of Johannesburg, five
years ago. Currently, there were about 570
knitters. Most had been knitting since the
project began. The oldest knitter was well
into her eighties with the youngest in her
early thirties.

MaAfrika Tikkun cares for vulnerable
children in both Gauteng and the Western
Cape.

“Every year, all the grandmothers get
knitting,” explained Connie Manamela,
one of those who has already been making
scarves for nearly two months - and she is
still working hard to knit even more.

She said that in addition to the payment
for their work, knitters felt that just seeing
orphans within their communities receive
scarves, was a big reward. This year she
planned to buy a heater with the money
she earns.

Even though Belina Msimang has
painful arthritis (especially in winter), she
has already completed 19 scarves - far more
than she did last year. “Every year, I can
buy something nice for my children and for
myself,” she said.

The public can also donate scarves and
warm clothes for children by contacting Cadi
McKnight on e-mail cadi@podcom.co.za
or phone (011) 234-5342 for a drop-off area
near you.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

MUMBAI CHABAD GETTING NEW EMISSARIES

NEW YORK - The Chabad centre in
Mumbai will have its first full-time rabbi
since the 2008 terrorist attacks in that
Indian city.

Rabbi Chanoch and Leiky Gechtman
will be the first permanently stationed
emissaries at the Chabad outreach centre
since Rabbi Gavriel and Rivkah Holtzberg
were Killed there along with four visitors
in the November 2008 attacks on several
Mumbai sites. More than 170 people were
killed in the attacks.

The Gechtmans, Israelis in their 20s,
are expected to begin their work in
Mumbai this summer. They were suggest-

ed for the post by the father of Gavriel
Holtzberg, Rabbi Nachman Holtzberg.
The couple had spent time in Mumbai
with the Holtzbergs, and Chanoch
Gechtman studied rabbinic law with
Gavriel Holtzberg.

"T still haven't processed that they are
not here," Chanoch Gechtman said of the
Holtzbergs in a report on Chabad.org.

As for his work in India, for which he
had just received his visa last Friday,
Gechtman told Chabad.org: "There is end-
less work here. There is always something
going on. And more importantly, people
really believe in this city. (JTA)
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HIV downturn
in SA is widely
applauded

ALISON GOLDBERG

Anti-Israel
pamphlets handed
out at Film Festival

ALISON GOLDBERG

NEW HIV infections in South Africa dropped by 35 per cent
between 2002 and 2008, a new survey shows. The latter took
in the years 2002, 2005 and 2008 when national HIV household
surveys were conducted.

The most “striking” reduction was a 60 per cent decline
among the 15 to 24-year-old population, a Sunday newspaper
reported.

Dr Sue Goldstein from Soul City, an NGO which works
towards HIV prevention, told Jewish Report she was very
excited by the news. Since 1994 her NGO had been promoting
the use of condoms and encouraging people to have safer
sex, one partner, not drinking excessively, or just abstaining
from sex.

Soul City employs 60 people at its head office in
Johannesburg and partners with other NGOs to educate peo-
ple, largely the 8 to 14 age group, through the mass media.

“We have a Soul Buddies Club which in turn has 6 000
clubs around the country and which we use to mobilise com-
munities of all races about HIV and the necessity for train-
ing intervention.

“What is important now is that we can’t let up. We have to
intensify our efforts and really get a hold on this epidemic,”
she said.

The three surveys mentioned, confirm the initial findings
of the 2008 survey: SA National HIV Prevalence, Incidence,
Behaviour and Communications Survey: A Turning Tide
Among Teenagers?

Professor Thomas Rehle, lead author of the paper pub-
lished last week in PloS One, an open access scientific jour-
nal, is reported as saying that behaviour change had definite-
ly helped to reduce incidence among young women.

Moreover, the surveys provided the first scientific proof
that HIV prevention campaigns in South Africa, promoting
condom use and HIV testing, were making a dent in the high
rate of new infections.

“HIV incidence may be declining, but South Africa already
has a high prevalence of HIV, with about one in seven adults
(15 per cent) infected,” the newspaper noted.

ISRAELI FILM Festival
goers in Johannesburg,
were unnerved and in-
censed when on Monday
evening they were hand- i
ed scurrilous anti-Israel
pamphlets by a young
black couple at Cinema
Nouveau in Rosebank, §
Johannesburg, calling
on South Africans to not
only boycott such film
festivals, but also to boy-

nl'l'l sY

cott Israel and to divest The front page of the
from the country, “until pamphlet handed out
such times as it abides at Cinema Nouveau.

by international law”.

The five paragraph pamphlet head-
lined: “Israeli Apartheid: Boycott -
Divest - Sanction”, draws a parallel
between apartheid South Africa and
Israel.

It is unclear who is responsible for
the pamphlet - in poor English. Its
closing paragraph urges South
Africans “to follow the call from
Palestinian civil society organisations
that Israel be boycotted until such
time as it abides by international law”.

Ster Kinekor complex manager -
Ster Kinekor runs the Cinema
Nouveau theatres - Sanjay Rugbeer
told Jewish Report: “The couple tried
to make it appear as if they had per-
mission from Ster Kinekor’s head
office (to distribute the pamphlets on
what is private property) but were not
believed by Ster Kinekor’s staff and

ISRAELI

! Boveorr

~ Sunerion

APARTHEID

instead were told to move
away - which they did.”

A shocked Leila Daya,
centre manager for the
Rosebank Mall, was un-
ny| aware of the incident until
#Y Jewish Report informed her.
| She said the centre’s policy
was not to allow the distri-
| bution of any pamphlets or

| other material, unless per-
mission had been obtained
beforehand, either from her-
self or from the centre’s
marketing manager.

The Israeli Embassy,
which sponsors the film fes-
tival said: “We at the
Embassy view it as a provo-
cation trying to politicise purely cul-
tural events. We have approached
Ster Kinekor management to investi-
gate what had happened and to take
measures to ensure that similar
events won’t be repeated in the
future.

“We want to thank the Media Team,
headed by Bev Goldman, who report-
ed the incident and got the necessary
information from an Israeli woman
who attended the cinema.

“We hope people will be able to
enjoy the festival in Johannesburg,
Pretoria, Durban and Cape Town
without further interruptions.”

David Saks, associate director of the
SAJBD, said: “We find these attempts
to exploit even a neutral cultural event
for purposes of smearing Israel,
frankly contemptible.”

AROUND
THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

MAGNES MUSEUM MOVING TO
UC BERKELEY

BERKELEY - The collections of the
Judah L. Magnes Museum, one of the
world's top collections on Jewish life
and history, is moving to the
University of California, Berkeley.

The 10 000-piece collection, includ-
ing music, art, rare books and histor-
ical archives, will move to the univer-
sity over the summer and open in a
renovated building in downtown
Berkeley in the autumn, according to
the UC Berkeley News.

The museum, which was founded
in 1961, announced the move on
Monday.

Five years of gifts totaling $2,5 mil-
lion from philanthropists Warren
Hellman, Tad Taube and the Koret
Foundation, was financing the move,
the university said.

The museum's name will change to
the Magnes Collection of Jewish Art
and Life at the Bancroft Library.

The Magnes' Western Jewish
History Archives, the world's largest
collection of letters, diaries, photo-
graphs and other archival docu-
ments relating to the Jewish settle-
ment of the West, will move into the
Bancroft Library, according to the
university. Musical manuscripts and
sheet music will be housed at the
Jean Gray Hargrove Music Library.

A building in Berkeley's arts and
commerce district will also be reno-
vated for the collection to include a
lecture room, seminar rooms and
exhibition space for the museum's
prints, paintings, photographs, cos-
tumes and Jewish ceremonial
objects. (JTA)

want prices like these?

Alexis Prellar,

The Golden Temple of the
Sun, oil and gold leaf on
board, signed, 1965,
254 x 27 .4cm

SOLD R190 000

Cecil Skotnes,
Fragment no 1, carved,
incised & painted panel,
signed, 1983, 61 x 46cm

SOLD R205 000

Wanted: Errol Boyley, Parravano, Otto Klar, Viadimir
Tretchikoff, Irma Stern, Maggie Laubser, JH Piemeef,
Gerard Sekoto, WH Coetzer, Cecil Skotnes, Preller,
Gregoire, Rose Innes, de Jongh, Battiss, Nomman
Catherine, Adriaan Boshoff, Claerhout, Rayal Doullon,
Royal Albert, Silver, Murano glass, Lalique, Furniture,
Clocks, Figurines, Bronzes, Susie Cooper, Display
cabinets, Moarcroft, Clarice Cliff, Canteens cutlery,
Wedgewood, Pianos, Jewellery, Waltches, Carpets, Cut
glass, Lencl, Goldscheider, Royal Winton.

we want all your antiques, art, furniture & household goods

Terence McCaw,
Snow on the Malutis,
Lesotho, oil on board,
signed, 1954, 55 x 89.5cm
SOLD R95 000

: -4&"‘; d
-

www.rkauctioneers.co.za

French 19thC gilded
and fabric screen

SOLD R20 000

Mahogany 19thC
half moon table

SOLD R16 500

Entries
wanted for
next
auction

| "

Lorenzyl Art
Deco cold
painted
bronze
dancing
figurine
SOLD
R8 000

Art deco
drinks
cabinet
SOLD
R9 500

russe

083 675 8468

auctioneers&property
rka@global.co.za

Corner Garden and Allan Roads, Bordeaux
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SOCIAL SCENE

[t is a day to pay
tribute to a father

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

ALTHOUGH FATHER’S Day which was
celebrated in restaurants, parks etc in
South Africa last Sunday (including some
football stadiums), is not in any sense a
Jewish holiday, over the years it has
become a day on which all children have
the opportunity to honour their fathers.

Also in the Jewish community, Jewish
children, like their non-Jewish counter-
parts, should learn the important role
parents play in their lives and how much
love and devotion they owe to them.

On Father’s Day, even if children are
not old enough to really understand what
is going on, fathers themselves have the
opportunity to celebrate the miracle of
fatherhood, to create and extend paternal
bonds by spending the day together with
their offspring, instilling in them the
pleasures of togetherness and the enjoy-
ment of family.

There are no doubt those who believe
that the day, not being a Jewish concept,
need not be celebrated. But the day has
become an important vehicle to pay trib-
ute to the role of a father.

With the increasing breakdown of mar-
riages and family values, this day creates
a time when Jewish and other families
can make time to get together in pleasant
and happy circumstances... and take the
opportunity to make the head of the fam-
ily feel loved and wanted.

Although the name of the day is usual-
ly understood to be a plural possessive - a
celebrative day for fathers - it is now gen-
erally spelt “Father’s Day” - using the sin-
gular possessive.

This “singular” spelling had its roots in
the United States when Sonora Smart
Dodd of Spokane, Washington, used the
“Fathers’ Day” spelling on her original
petition for the day to be declared a holi-
day.

However, the spelling “Father’s Day”
had already been used in 1913 when a bill
was introduced to the US Congress when
the first attempt to establish the day as a
holiday was made and it has been spelt
that way ever since.

The first observance of Father’s Day
can be traced back to June 19, 1910
through the efforts of Dodd who felt
strongly that fatherhood needed recogni-
tion, considering that “Mother’s Day” had
(then) recently been acknowledged and
recognised.

She wanted a celebration that would
honour fathers (like her own father,
William Smart, a Civil War veteran who
had been left to raise his family alone

Alon Margolis hugs his daughter
Mirriam.

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

when his wife died giving birth to their
sixth child when Dodd was 16).

It took, however, many years to make
the holiday official, but with the growing
acceptance and popularity of the estab-
lished Mother’s Day, Father’s Day was
finally made a national holiday when
President Richard Nixon signed it into
law in 1972.

The day is celebrated by many people of
different religions and nationalities on
different days in different countries
around the world. Although it is widely
celebrated in South Africa as well, it is
not an official holiday.

¢ U

¥ s
Three generations of Millers. Craig is holding his son Ethan,
next to his father, Issie.

& | Two fathers, Craig Miller and Doron Klotz, with their sons Ethan and Gadi,
who look like they could be brothers.

Ivor Sasto with his grandson Air and
daughter-in-law Judy, make a happy
family group.

L | 3
Devorah Gilbey enjoying the day with
her father, Lawrence.

Netanya Rothbart enjoys Father’s Day in
her father’s arms, Greg.



25 June - 02 July 2010

SA JEWISHREPORT 7

COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

INDWE AND DORDRECHT,
EASTERN CAPE

From Ivan Nurick:

“I would really like to thank Marc
Kopman for visiting the little town
where I grew up, but I think that, if
he required information, he should
have contacted Paul Cheifitz or me.

“I must add that most travellers
stayed at my mother’s hotel, The
Royal, and not at the Indwe Hotel
and that certainly applied to all
Jewish travellers.

“Like nearly all the smaller
towns of the Border, Indwe had two
hotels. The Royal opened in 1899
and was under Jewish ownership
from 1922 until 1973. Harry Cohen
and his wife were there from 1922
until 1930, Morris Clemens and his
wife from 1922 till 1938 and my
mother and father from July 1938.

“My father died on February 26,
1947 and my mother ran it until
October 27, 1973. We renamed it the
Blue Crane Hotel in 1971.

The New Indwe Hotel was Leb-
anese owned, certainly from 1938
until 1990.There were a host of
owners including Kraiker, Na-
kouzie, Shadiack and Cahi, whom
my mother called ‘Syrians’. My
mother was affectionately known
by hordes of travellers as Ma
Nurick.

“Unlike Dordrecht, which had
about 20 Jewish families and had a
shul and a reverend until the mid-
dle-1940s, Indwe probably never
had more than about six Jewish
families.

“In 1911 Sydney Korodetz (later
Korda) and Sonny Kosviner, whose
parents moved to Ficksburg and
then to Cape Town, were born on
the same August day in Indwe.

“When we arrived in Indwe there
was one other couple, Mr and Mrs
Shrock. He was an elderly tailor
and they had lived there for at least
20 years.

“We had a seder with them in 1939
but they then moved to live with
their daughter, Mrs Weinstein, in
the Dordrecht district.

“Their son, Abraham, is as far as
I know, the only Jewish matricu-
lant from Indwe High School. He
became rabbi of Sea Point, then
chief rabbi of Durban and later a
professor at Bar Ilan University. In
about 1942 a young couple came
from the orphanage in Cape Town
to run a bakery, but only lasted
about six months.

“In 1943 we had a Jewish teacher,
Miss Cohen from King William’s
Town, teaching Latin and English
at Indwe High, but my mother
thought it was not the right place
for her and she went to Kimberley
Girls High, where she married a
lawyer named Horwitz.

“My sister and I went to school in
Indwe, but finished at Queenstown
Girls High and Queens College
respectively.”

To be continued.

JOHANNESBURG
From Cyril Wides:

“Thanks for the article about the

swastika. I thought the following
might be of interest:

“1. The original German ‘hak-
enkreuz’ (bent or crooked cross)
was the pagan or Germanic sign
of Donner or Thor, the Thunder
god. It became the swastika sym-
bol of German racial superiority
under the Nazis.

“2. The infamous swastika
name derives from Sanskrit and I
have been told that the actual
Hindu term is swastik, that is
without the final ‘a’.

“A very similar symbol exists
in the Hindu religion and cul-
ture, with the hooks facing to the
left. The Nazi symbol has the
hooks to the right. I have read
that Hindu legend has it that
reversing the swastika would
bring bad luck to those doing
this.

“3.1have seen Hindu swastikas
displayed prominently on the
outside of Hindu temples in
South Africa and despite the dif-
ferences in origin and purpose, it
still shakes me. I last saw this a
while ago in the Johannesburg
suburb of Marlboro.”

« The weekday, Thursday, is
named after the Thunder god,
Thor, and interestingly, in
Afrikaans it is Donderdag, after,
obviously, the god, Donner.

PRETORIA

Sammy Marks was born in 1844
in Neustadt, a small Lithuanian
village on the border between
Russia and East Prussia. He was
the son of Miriam and
Mordechai Feit Marks (1816-
1901). His father was an itinerant
tailor who eked out a precarious
existence.

Little is known about Marks’
childhood. He received elemen-
tary education at a Jewish
school, but learned invaluable
lessons from his environment
and circumstances.

At the age of 17 he left home
and emigrated to Sheffield,
England, where he made a living
peddling. There he befriended
Tobias Guttman, a Jewish busi-
nessman. Encouraged by Gutt-
mann, Marks left England for
South Africa in 1868.

Shortly after his arrival in
Cape Town, he sold off a canteen
of cutlery which Guttmann had
given him as a parting gift. He
invested the profit in trade goods
and started peddling. His cousin,
Isaac Lewis (1849-1927) joined
him and they entered a partner-
ship, “Lewis and Marks”, which
was to last until Marks’ death.

They did well with the ped-
dling and eventually acquired a
horse and cart which enabled
them to extend their operations
to the Boland in the Western
Cape.

The discovery of the diamond
pipe at Kimberley (1867) led to a
diamond rush of diggers and the
two cousins joined in with their
trade goods. In Kimberley they
opened a general trading store.

They were often paid in dia-
monds, entered the diamond
trade and soon bought their own
claims. Before long, together
with a few others like the Paddon
brothers, Jules Porges and J B
Robinson, they dominated the
diamond trade.

By 1880 they sold most of their
Kimberley claims and invested in
another diamond mine, Du Toit’s
Pan. They expanded and started
trading on the international mar-
ket and Lewis returned to
England. Locally they went from
strength to strength.

To be continued.

(From “Sammy Marks” by Andre
Malan, published by the National
Cultural Museum, Pretoria 1996.)

JOHANNESBURG/YEOVILLE

A complaint from a reader in
Durban (a former Yeoville
boykie) has been that many of
the businesses in Yeoville have
not been mentioned. Barney
Freiman comes to the rescue:

“The shops on the south side of
Raleigh Street, opposite the swim-
ming pool were: the Apollo Café,
(owned by Mr Chain); a bicycle
shop (Missulawin Brothers);
Yeoville Pharmacy (Davimes).

“On the north side were Nel’s
Barber Shop; a cigarette shop
(Pirelli); Melmans Fish Shop;
Grudinskis Delicatessen; Sapires
Pharmacy; The Post Office;
Squires Outfitters (Percy Fisher);
also the swimming baths and the
sports ground.

“Across Kenmere Road - Flying
Service Dry Cleaners; Rudmans
Butchery; Yeoville Watchmakers
(owned by Anne Lapidus-Brest’s
father); a hardware shop (Charlie
Levy); a garage (Cirota); a shoe
shop (a Scottish man, name not
remembered); the power substa-
tion.

“In Kenmere Road - a fruit and
vegetable shop (Alec Chait); a
bootmaker (Glazer); the police
station was in Hunter Street; and
a shop owned by a Mr Nieman.

“Further east was the Yeoville
Boys’ Primary School; Bedford
Grounds; the Yeoville Cinema in
Cavendish Street; a garage which
was demolished and replaced by
the Piccadilly Cinema; Scotch
Corner; Bellevue Watchmakers
(Kagan).”

PRETORIA

With the 2010 Fifa World Cup
becoming part of life here, the
name of the stadium in Pretoria
has puzzled many people - Loftus
Versfeld.

From the Encyclopaedia of
Southern Africa by Eric
Rosenthal. (1961 edition): “Loftus
Robert Owen Versfeld, South
African rugby player and admin-
istrator, born in Cape Town, 1862.
He attended Green Point Gram-
mar School and qualified as an
attorney, practising in the
Eastern Cape.

“Moving to Pretoria in 1890, he
played rugby for Hamiltons and
Transvaal. Henceforth he was a
dominant figure in the game and
after his retirement from play in
1897, became dominant in its
administration.

“He died in 1932. In his honour
the principal rugby field in
Pretoria is named after him.”

« Northern Transvaal rugby
(the Blue Bulls) and Transvaal
(based at Ellis Park) were origi-
nally one union, but in 1938 the
Pretoria section broke away and
formed their independent union.

PLETTENBERG BAY

- EXCELLENT VALUE
R1.1TMIL

Walk to the Shul from this 3 bed 2 bath spacious top floor apartment
with enclosed balcony. Includes garage and 2 storerooms.

For more information contact
Mandy McNicol or Liesje Hirschberg
mmcnicol@hvizemark.com sales@holidayplett.co.za

Your dream bathroom...
at affordable prices

In addition will store your goods, free of charge, until needed for
installation thus avoiding theft and damage to material on site.

NOW OPEN
on Sundays
09:00-13:.00

[closed on Saturdays)

A
1 -

Our promise: "We will be able to supply you with your
plumbing needs, and if necessary, we'll buy it from our
competitor and sell it to you at our cost price.”

BUDGET PLUMBING
S U P P L | E S

Athol House, 214 Athol Street, Highlands North
Tel: (011) BB7-0654 Email: budgetplumbing@iburst.co.za
Terma E conitans: Products must b in “brand nes® condition

SB.JanNAS

LADIES FASHION WEAR

WINTER CLEARANCE SALE
LADIES CLOTHING
OUR LOSS YOUR GAIN

MASSIVE REDUCTIONS ON STYLISH, WARM WINTER WEAR

WERE NOwW
Fleecy lined casual jackets R699 R350
Tailored jackets R1599 R799
Selected knitwear 1/2 price
Evening wear Less 50%
Slax suits R2 000 R799
Selected European blouses & tops R999 R150
Selected European pants R499

MANY MORE ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION

CLOSED SHABBOS
OPEN THIS SUNDAY JUNE 27, 10:00 — 13:00

335 Jan Smuts Avenue
Craighall Park Tel: (011) 325-4986
Parking outside store

JULY / AUGUST SPECIAL

EL7VALINZ=

IT'S NOT JUST AN AIRLINE. IT'5 ISRAEL

FLY with the only non-stop airline to Israel with ELAL ISRAEL AIRLINES

On this FANTASTIC deal, ZAR 6490 (Fare ex JNB only - Fuel Surcharge INCLUDED]

THIS SPECIAL IS EFFECTIVE FROM THE JULY 18, 2010 - AUGUST 21, 2010

Contact your nearest travel agent or ELAL direct on ([011) 620 2525 or visit our website www.elal.co.za

Airfare subject to change and/or withdrawl without prior notice. E & OE Terms and conditions apply, subject to availability.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

With Israeli school controversy, secular-
haredi tensions reach boiling point

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

THE SHOWDOWN between the
Supreme Court and the parents of
learners at a haredi Orthodox
school found guilty of discriminato-
ry practices against Sephardic girls,
has brought already strained secu-
lar-religious relations in Israel to a
fever pitch.

A remark by Supreme Court
Justice Edmond Levy that the
court’s decisions are not subject to
rabbinical approval went straight to
the heart of the matter, with irate
haredi demonstrators declaring
that if they had to choose between
the court and their rabbis, the rab-
bis always would come first.

The fundamental argument over
whether the courts or the rabbis
have the ultimate authority, reflects
a long-standing clash between
Theodor Herzl’s vision of a secular
democratic state for the Jews and
haredi notions of a Jewish state
subject to rabbinical law.

For secular Israelis, impugning
the authority of the courts means
anarchy. For the haredim, overrid-
ing rabbinical rulings means per-
verting G-d’s will. At issue is a test
of the capacity of the Zionist, secu-
lar state to impose its will on a large
group of haredim who often are
derisive of its democratic, secular
institutions.

The latest angry confrontation
between the state and the haredim
began with a ruling by the Israeli
Supreme Court in April ordering a
school run by Ashkenazi Slonim
Chasidim in the West Bank settle-
ment of Emanuel to stop excluding
Sephardic girls from their regular
classes.

In the state’s view, the practice
constituted a form of intolerable
segregation and violated basic prin-
ciples of equality and human digni-
ty. The offending Beit Yaakov
School agreed to more mixed class-
es.

But rather than comply, the
Ashkenazi parents started their
own school next door. They argued
that the segregation wasn’t ethnic
but religious. The Sephardic girls,
they said, came from homes less
strictly observant than their
Ashkenazi daughters - for example,
homes with television sets and
Internet connections - and they did-
n’t want their daughters influenced
by those who were less religious.
They said Sephardic girls were wel-
come at the Ashkenazi-dominated
school if they met the standards for
stricter religious observance.

The court ordered the parents to
send their children back to Beit
Yaakov or face fines. The parents
ignored the court order and didn’t
pay the fines. The court found them
guilty of contempt and ordered that
they be sent to jail for an initial two-
week period to reconsider their
position.

Amid defiant singing and danc-
ing, 35 of the 38 fathers went to jail
last week. The mothers failed to
report for their prison terms on the
grounds that they needed to be
home to look after their younger
children.

There are conflicting accounts
over what caused the brouhaha and
what it means.

The Slonim Chasidim say that in
a true democracy, they should have
the right to educate their children
in any way they please. They say
the Israeli state, like the Romans
and Greeks before them, is interfer-
ing in matters of religious principle.

Just as their ancestors, they say,
they’d rather face punishment
than compromise their religious
beliefs. In the Chasidic account, the
parents’ going to jail was presented
as a form of martyrdom, showing
up the inhumanity, lack of values
and wanton persecution of the
haredi Orthodox by the secular
Israeli state.

Secular Israelis see things quite
differently. Many regard the
Emanuel school case as a reflection
of a much wider phenomenon, that
of the haredim milking the state
for funds without accepting its
authority or performing the ulti-
mate duty of Israeli citizenship:
army service.

Haredi schools are largely state
funded but do not teach the coun-
try’s core curriculum. The secular
press in Israel has been inundated
with articles blasting the haredim
for defying the state’s authority
while tapping into its budgets for
health, education and welfare.
Nowhere else in the world would
haredi Jews have the temerity to
behave this way, the secularists
say, nowhere else would they defy
state law or mock the Supreme
Court.

Many see the standoff as a test of
strength the liberal democratic
state cannot afford to lose.

“Don’t give in to Emanuel,” the
liberal daily Ha’aretz exhorted in
an editorial.

“We must not surrender,”
echoed journalist Yair Lapid, who
reportedly is on the brink of
launching an anti-clerical succes-
sor party to Shinui, the party once
led by his late father, Yosef
“Tommy” Lapid.

The Orthodox-Sephardic Shas
Party was more ambivalent. Shas
was created in the mid-1980s to
combat Ashkenazi discrimination
against Sephardim, so it may have

been expected to take up the cause
of the Sephardic learners and fam-
ilies.

But to do so would have seemed
like siding with the Supreme
Court, which is anathema for Shas.
Its spiritual leader, Rabbi Ovadiah
Yosef, resolved the dilemma by
coming out against discrimination,
but more strongly against taking
the case to the Supreme Court.

“Anyone who appeals to the sec-
ular courts will have no share in
the world to come,” Yosef declared.

Other recent rulings by the
Supreme Court have compounded
the strains between the haredim
and the state, as well as a string of
violent clashes between haredi
demonstrators and police.

In mid-June, the Supreme Court
ruled against state stipends for

married yeshiva students on the
grounds that similar stipends for
married university students were
abolished in 2000. A seven-member
panel ruled that this constituted a
violation of the principle of equali-
ty in the distribution of public
funds. Either all married students
should get the stipend or none, the
court ruled.

Shas leader Eli Yishai has vowed
to introduce legislation to overrule
the Supreme Court decision.

The ruling was seen as a major
blow to the haredim, many of
whom choose to study Torah
rather than work for a living. This
exempts them from mandatory
army service.

For its part, the Israel Defence
Forces is considering launching a
new plan that would allow more

yeshiva students to enlist, and
more yet to join the labour force.
Yeshiva students currently must
remain in school until middle age
in order to stay out of the army.

Meanwhile, with the basis of
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government a
strategic alliance between Likud
and Shas, government ministers
have had very little to say on the
Emanuel school brouhaha for
fear of upsetting their haredi
coalition partners. But it also
means that Shas is unlikely to do
anything that could topple the
government.

If tensions remain high, it could
strengthen secular parties in the
Knesset willing to take a stand
against the haredim. That’s what
happened in 2003, when Shinui
won 15 seats. But three years later
it lost the seats when members
defected to other parties.

Whether the current haredi-sec-
ular tensions will translate into a
political shift, and whether that
could be sustained, remains to be
seen. (JTA)
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Haredi Orthodox children protest opposite the Ramle prison last Friday, where a group of haredi

parents were jailed for defying a court order to send their daughters to a school in Emanuel.
(PHOTOGRAPH: YOSSI ZELIGER / FLASH 90 / JTA)

Furore about religiosity, not ethnic segregation

AVI SHAFRAN
NEW YORK

THE RECENT Israeli Supreme
Court ruling against parents of
learners in the Jewish town of
Emanuel and the ensuing massive
haredi-Orthodox demonstrations
on the parents’ behalf, present an
opportunity either to jump to con-
clusions or objectively evaluate the
facts.

Several Sephardic parents -
Israelis of North African and
Middle Eastern backgrounds - in
the town brought a lawsuit aimed
at preventing other parents of
learners who had been studying in
the local Beit Yaakov girls’ school
from maintaining a new school the
latter group had established. The
court ruled that the new school
was born of illegal ethnic discrim-
ination and later that the “new
school” parents’ subsequent sec-
ond choice - to send their daugh-
ters to a school in another city -
also was forbidden to them.

The court fined those parents for
each day they refused to comply
with its order to return their chil-
dren to the Emanuel Beit Yaakov,
threatened them with prison and
then made good on the threat.

Last week Thursday, the par-
ents, wearing their Sabbath
clothes, were held aloft and given a
send-off to prison by a peaceful
crowd of tens of thousands singing
and dancing in a demonstration of

support for the parents.

What gives here? There are two
versions.

First, the one presented by most
media: Racial prejudice lay at the
root of the parents’ desire for a sep-
arate school for their children and
their refusal to abide by the court
ruling. The large number of sup-
porters who turned out on their
behalf reflected a general haredi
Ashkenazi disdain for Sephardim.

Version 2: The jailed parents
sought only to preserve the reli-
gious standards the Emanuel
school had maintained for many
years. Changing demographics
over the years in Emanuel brought
an influx of families with less
stringent standards of Jewish
observance, dress and insularity
(including things like the use of
the Internet and personal messag-
ing, shunned by many haredim for
religious reasons) than the original
residents of the town.

Some of the long-time residents
with school-age children, saw a
need for two different educational
institutions to service Emanuel’s
girls. That most of the new families
happened to be of Sephardic her-
itage played no role at all in that
decision.

The first version was endorsed
by Israel’s Supreme Court, which
pronounced that the new school
evidenced prejudice and ordered
the parents who had founded it to
return their children to the

Emanuel Beit Yaakov.

Those parents, however, insisted
- and continue to insist - that the
court finding was wrong and their
choice was a matter of religious
conscience. They refused to be
coerced to send their children to a
school of the court’s choice and
readily went to jail fighting for that
right. The larger haredi communi-
ty, wary of the Supreme Court in
the best of circumstances and see-
ing it as having ignored clear facts
in this case, rallied to the parents’
side.

Which version reflects the truth?
There is no doubt discrimination
against Sephardim exists in Israeli
society, and it is pernicious and
must be fought wherever it
appears. The question at issue in
Emanuel, though, is whether such
discrimination - or, rather, parents’
concerns for the tenor of their chil-
dren’s educations - motivated the
establishment of the new school.

Several simple facts, although
oddly absent from most news
reports, seem to point in one
direction: More than a quarter of
the girls who had been enrolled in
the new school were Sephardim.
And there were Ashkenazi girls
who remained in the original Beit
Yaakov, too. What is more, not one
applicant to the new school was
rejected. Any girl willing to abide
by the school’s standards was wel-
comed, regardless of her ethnic
background. The “segregation”, it

seems, consisted of nothing more
than two schools offering two dif-
ferent sets of religious standards.

The Supreme Court emperor’s
nakedness may have been most
succinctly voiced by one of the par-
ents who went to jail as he was held
aloft by the crowd and a reporter’s
microphone was put before him.

“Are you a Sephardi?” asked the
off-camera voice, its owner having
apparently noticed the man’s com-
plexion.

“Yes,” he replied, “A Yemenite.”

Then, with a wry smile at the
absurdity of it all, he added: “A
Yemenite is being taken in [to
prison] for racism. You under-
stand?”

Yet the headlines blared on,
using charged phrases like “ethnic
prejudice” and “segregation”, and
portraying the jailed parents and
their supporters as seeking to dis-
criminate against Sephardim,
invoking, as did the court, the
struggle by American blacks for
civil rights in the 1950s and ‘60s.

They got it backward. The hare-
di parents and marchers were
championing their rights as par-
ents to educate their children as
they wish. They, if anyone, are the
Martin Luther Kings here. The
court, sad to say, assumed the Bull
Connor role. (JTA)

(Rabbi Avi Shafran is director of
public affairs of Agudath Israel of
America.)
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In a race of Jewish candidates, the young
challenger targets Schakowsky on Israel

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

JOEL POLLAK has travelled from
liberal to conservative in his young
lifetime, and now he hopes to take
Chicago’s storied Lakefront with
him.

The Harvard Law School gradu-
ate, age 32, is running a quixotic
campaign against US Representa-
tive Jan Schakowsky (Democrat
Illinois), who has held the seat since
1999, winning 75 per cent majorities
in elections along the way.

Pollak’s emphasis has been the
economy, but Schakowsky’s close
ties to President Barack Obama has
made Israel an issue in this heavily
Jewish district.

Making it more interesting:
Pollak and Schakowsky are Jewish.
He’s Orthodox, she’s not. He has the
support of Alan Dershowitz, she is
backed by J Street and the Chicago-
based pro-Israel, pro-abortion
rights political action committee
known as JACPAC.

It’s a potent mix and potential
proxy fight, reflecting at least on
paper several Jewish demographic
trends - most notably the increasing
willingness of Orthodox Jews and
some pro-Israel Democrats to line
up behind GOP candidates.

Pollak has been quick to question
Schakowsky’s bona fides on Israel.

“She plays a very cheap game of
ethnic politics when it comes to

Israel, but doesn’t understand the
issues and the dangers,” Pollak said.
“She’ll show up at the events and
sign the letters when she’s pres-
sured to do so.”

Schakowsky has said that her pro-
Israel record is 100 per cent, and pro-
Israel insiders - including at JAC-
PAC, the Joint Action Committee for
Public Affairs - agree she has been
reliable on the issues that concern
the community, particularly Iran.

She chided Pollak for making it a
campaign issue.

“The strength of the US-Israel
relationship has been from the first
minute the bipartisan support, and
for a candidate to make it into a cam-
paign issue without any warrant to
do so is not helpful for Israel,” the
veteran congresswoman said.

Pollak has picked at two areas
where he thinks Schakowsky is vul-
nerable: She has accepted the
endorsement of the upstart lobby J
Street; and Helen Thomas headlined
a Schakowsky fundraiser just weeks
before the longtime journalist’s
career imploded after she said Israeli
Jews should “go home” to Poland,
Germany and the United States.

Schakowsky distanced herself
after the Thomas incident, saying
that the journalist’s views on Israel
did not come up during the “power
lunch”. In a statement, Schakowsky
said it was time for Thomas to retire.

“I think it is fitting that she has
resigned her position as a columnist

for Hearst over her inappropriate
and highly offensive remarks,” the
statement said. “It is a sad ending to
Thomas’ pioneering career - one
that has been uplifting for women
in journalism - but it is clear that
there is no room for such deplorable
bias, nor should there be.”

It was the Thomas luncheon and
the J Street endorsement that drew
Dershowitz into the race - to
endorse a Republican against a
Democrat for the first time in his
life. (He has endorsed Republicans
in primaries against other GOP
candidates.)

“I'm nervous about why she had
Helen Thomas,” the Harvard law
professor and best-selling author
told JTA. “Even before Thomas
revealed herself as a bigot, every-
one knew she was virulently anti-
Israel.”

Dershowitz said J Street’s
“enthusiastic” support for Scha-
kowsky also made him nervous.
The outspoken advocate for Israel
has clashed with J Street in the
past, saying it should promote its
dovish policies within existing pro-
Israel structures rather than mak-
ing such disagreements public.

Much more of a consideration for
Dershowitz, however, was Pollak’s
status as a former student.

“He was one of the best
researchers I ever had,” Dershowitz
said. “He is a brilliant young man
who has an important future.”

Dershowitz headlined a sold-out
lunch for Pollak that packed a room
with more than 200 people and
brought in $30 000 for the candidate.

On the same day, J Street ran an
online fundraiser asking followers
if they were “itching to send Der-
showitz a message”. The campaign
raised $35 000 for Schakowsky.

Pollak earned a brief flash of
fame a year ago when he confronted
another Jewish Democrat - US
Representative Barney Frank
(Democrat Massachusetts), chair-
man of the US House of Representa-
tives Financial Services Committee.

Pollak said it irked him that
Frank, addressing Harvard’s
Kennedy School of Government,
blamed only conservatives for the
mortgage crisis.

“It happened under your watch,”
Pollak said.

Pollak and Frank sparred for five
minutes over whether Pollak had
“accused” Frank of something and
who had which facts right. The
video got Pollak a post-battle
appearance on the Fox News
Channel. Pollak said he had once
been a left-wing Democrat, but what
he described as the tendency on the
left to squeeze out dissent pushed
him rightward.

“The orthodoxies became more
and more radical over the years,
less pragmatic after the Clinton
era,” he said.

Pollak now opposes what he
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describes as big government spend-
ing, and he has been endorsed by
the conservative Tea Party move-
ment.

“I share its emphasis on control-
ling government spending and
restraining executive power,” he
said.

Pollak says that’s the issue that
could get him elected in November,
and noted that the district in recent
years has pushed west, where more
conservative voters live, among
them an enclave of Orthodox Jews.

“There is a backlash there, even
in Lakefront areas,” the Kkipah-
wearing candidate said, adding that
the Chicago metropolitan area has
lost 250 000 jobs in recent years.

Jewish political insiders say that,
if anything, Schakowsky is least
vulnerable in this area - although
anything could happen in a “Tea
Party” year.

The incumbent is a formidable
beat politician; she helped direct
money to open a new commuter
rail station in suburban SkokKie.

“We’re running a strong cam-
paign throughout the district,”
Schakowsky said. “I’'m home every
weekend meeting with constituents
and going to their meetings.”

She would not dismiss Pollak. “I
take every challenge seriously,” she
said. “Joel is running an energetic
campaign.” (JTA)
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A goal beyond football

FOR SOUTH Africans, meeting people from non-African
countries has generally meant going far across the sea - “out
there” to Europe, Asia and the Americas.

Now suddenly, for the 2010 Fifa World Cup, they have
come - and are coming - to us instead, filling our streets with
their strange accents and curiosity about our country.

It feels good to be the “out there” for them now, with our
vuvuzelas and South African flags flying proudly on our
cars.

Our handling of the gigantic task of hosting the World
Cup continues to be a resounding success. Crime is down -
there have been no major incidents; the magnificent stadi-
ums are working to a charm, with the pitches wowing all the
players.

Tourists have been heard saying: “This is our first time
here, but not our last.” Moreover, the country has received
upwards of R30 billion from the over 400 000 visitors who
arrived for the tournament - almost a record-breaking num-
ber of them for this football event - and the efficiency of the
World Cup courts in bringing offenders speedily to book,
proves that we have the ability to resolve our crime prob-
lem, if we apply ourselves to doing so.

Our own team, Bafana Bafana, has not done as well as we
hoped, bowing out in the first round. But in their final group
game they showed lots of grit by beating France - ranked
ninth in the world. This could be the foundation for us per-
haps one day becoming a world-class football country.

After the party is over in a few weeks’ time, we return to
reality, including the question of who will look after the new
stadiums and pay for their upkeep. Not the poor municipal-
ities, surely, who have neither the expertise nor the money!
Will these facilities become white elephants? We hope not.

There will be time enough to tackle such issues when the
visitors have left. For now, let’s savour the goodwill pervad-
ing our country.

While we have been on our World Cup “high”, alas trouble
continues for Israel - the Gaza flotilla incident, increasing
international isolation, and the Iranian threat.

The extent to which Israelis feel besieged was epitomised
at British music star Elton John’s concert before tens of
thousands in Ramat Gan last week. He had refused to bow
to pressure from anti-Israel activists who had caused recent
cancellations of concerts in Israel by other musical acts,
including Elvis Costello and the Pixies. John greeted the
enthusiastic crowd with “Shalom”.

Israel’s mood was eloquently captured by Sima Kadmon,
a political commentator of Yediot Acharonot, who wrote
after the concert: “When Elton John said: ‘Nobody will stop
me from coming here,” the entire crowd rose to its feet and
roared out its thanks.

“Because we are so much in need of recognition. Of love.
Of a gentle touch from the outside world. Of just a little bit
of normalcy.”

The world seems to have gone mad of late. The feeding
frenzy unleashed against Israel by the Gaza flotilla incident
(which, admittedly, was handled appallingly by Israel) has a
surreal quality to it.

The scale and venom of the attacks indicate something
deeper at play than what Israel does or does not do - more
about whether Israel has the rights of a normal country to
exist and defend itself.

Yet there are also signs that sanity is emerging from some
quarters. José Maria Aznar, a former prime minister of
Spain (1996-2004), for example, published an essay in The
Times of London entitled: “Support Israel: If it goes down,
we all go down”.

In Aznar’s view: “Israel is a fully-fledged Western
nation... The West is going through a period of confusion
over the shape of the world’s future.

“To a great extent, this confusion is caused by a kind of
masochistic self-doubt over our own identity; by the rule of
political correctness; by a multi-culturalism that forces us
to our knees before others; and by a secularism which, irony
of ironies, blinds us even when we are confronted by
jihadists promoting the most fanatical incarnation of their
faith.

“To abandon Israel to its fate, at this moment of all
moments, would merely serve to illustrate how far we have
sunk and how inexorable our decline now appears.”

Aznar is launching a “Friends of Israel” initiative with
the help of prominent people like David Trimble; Andrew
Roberts; John Bolton; Alejandro Toledo (former president
of Peru); Marcello Pera (philosopher and former president
of the Italian Senate); Italian author and politician Fiamma
Nirenstein; financier Robert Agostinelli; and Catholic intel-
lectual George Weigel.

He says: “It is not our intention to defend any specific pol-
icy or any particular Israeli government... What binds us,
however, is our unyielding support for Israel’s right to exist
and to defend itself.”

The incredible project that is Israel continues - and will
continue - to thrive, despite the hatred directed at it. And
perhaps one day, when there is peace, Arab and Muslim
tourists will come there, fill the streets with their accents
and say: “It’s our first time here, but not our last.”

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Israel has never been
a ‘colonial state’

THERE WAS one aspect of
University of Newcastle’s Professor
Emeritus Bernard Porter’s other-
wise fair and on the whole insightful
review article in the London Times
recently, on Sasha Polakow-Suran-
sky’s new book on the South Africa-
Israel relationship during the
apartheid years that I found disturb-
ing. This was his continual reference
to Israel as being, like white South
Africa, a “colonial state”.

The obvious problem with this is
that he thereby considers irrelevant
the fact that Jews had ancient his-
torical links with the land they were
coming to, and regarded the whole
Zionist enterprise as an exercise in
national liberation and resettle-
ment.

A people returning to a territory
from which their ancestors were
exiled, and to which they had previ-
ously been prevented from return-
ing by a series of colonial powers,
surely cannot be regarded in exactly
the same way as are those who pio-
neered modern-day Australia or
America?

This is so, even if one accepts
argument that the long hiatus
between their expulsion and their
return had seen their historical
claim inevitably lapse in the interim.

In fact, Porter’s misrepresenta-
tions go further than that. Even
when leaving aside the previous
Jewish connection to “Palestine”, it
is not correct to characterise the
modern-day State of Israel as being
colonial. Doing so is simply inconsis-
tent with the way other nation states
are regarded.

Does Porter similarly regard
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and
the United States as “colonial
states”? One can safely assume that
he does not, but would he be able to
explain exactly why.

After all, the establishment of all
four - there are, of course, many
other examples - came about
through a typical process of colonial
conquest. First came limited settle-
ment, with the external power estab-
lishing a small presence on the land
on which a small number of its citi-
zens established themselves.

Next came the ever-escalating con-
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frontations with the indigenous pop-
ulation as the settlement process
escalated. This inevitably culminated
in the outgunned aboriginals being
subdued (when not exterminated
altogether) and dispossessed.

Over the years, the settler popula-
tion and increasingly their descen-
dants came to regard the conquered
territory as their native land and
even more significantly came to
greatly outnumber what had been the
indigenous population.

For the sake of argument, let us
assume for the moment that there
were no previous Jewish links to
“Palestine”, historical or otherwise.
In such a scenario, fitting Zionism
into a colonial paradigm is somewhat
easier (even though significant differ-
ences remain - for example, no single
external power was behind the pro-
ject; Jewish migrants came in from
everywhere).

The assumption would therefore be
that at the very least, the modern-day
State of Israel would be regarded in
the same light as the above-men-
tioned countries, that is, as a country
whose beginnings may have been of a
colonial nature but which over time
has evolved into a distinct, sovereign
entity with its own sense of national
identity.

Instead, we see that Israel contin-
ues to be regarded as a colonial enti-
ty, which in turn denies its legitimacy
to continue to exist in its current
form. Why is this so, and can such a
standpoint be justified?

It might be easier to approach the
question from the opposite perspec-
tive, namely to ask exactly why
Australia et al are no longer consid-
ered to be colonial entities but as sov-
ereign countries whose legitimacy is
no longer questioned.

One answer to that could be the
time factor. Since so many years have
now passed since the original colo-

nial invasion, with successive gener-
ations of settler descendants having
been born in the country, the cir-
cumstances in which the latter’s
foundations were laid have become
more or less of academic interest. In
fact, most countries in the world
were at one time or another subject-
ed to invasion and conquest.

A second, even more crucial rea-
son, is demographic. Today, Abo-
rigines, Maoris and Native
Americans constitute only a small
minority within their respective
countries. The legitimacy of those
countries therefore rests on the fact
that most of its citizenry acknowl-
edge and support it.

Both of these factors can equally
be applied to modern-day Israel. The
Jewish State has, after all, been
around for quite a long time now. It
was established in the first half of
the last century, while certain parts
of it, including Jerusalem, have had
a Jewish majority since at least a
century before that.

That it came into being, uniquely,
through a majority vote at the
United Nations, even gives it an
advantage over other former
colonies turned independent states.

From a demographic point of
view, Israel has had a large Jewish
majority from the very outset. This
has declined somewhat of late but it
remains more than three in four.
Yes, but what about “the refugees?”
some will ask, referring to the Arab
population displaced in the fighting
that followed Israel’s founding.

The answer must surely be that if
the Jewish national claim lapsed
because of the passage of time, with
most Jews living elsewhere during
the exile, then the same principle
must apply to the “Palestinians”.
Most of those who fled, for whatever
reasons (they are far from straight-
forward) have since passed on; their
descendants were born elsewhere
and most have never seen the land of
their forebears.

As always, there is a different way
of thinking when it comes to Israel,
one that essentially holds that
whereas the Arab-Islamic colonial
invasion was legitimised by the pas-
sage of time, the Jewish resettle-
ment of their ancestral homeland
has not been and never will be.

As such, it is yet another intellec-
tual sleight of hand deployed by
Israel’s enemies to be aware of
when asserting Israel’s legitimate
standing among the families of
nations.
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NZ OFFICIAL APOLOGISES FOR REMARKS ON SHECHITAH BAN

SYDNEY - A New Zealand govern-
ment minister has apologised for
offending the Jewish community
over comments about his decision to
ban the kosher slaughter of animals.

New Zealand Jewish Council
President Stephen Goodman said
last Friday that he had received an
apology from Agriculture Minister
David Carter for "any offence
caused" by remarks he made last
week in relation to his decision to
outlaw shechitah

Carter said in a June 14 speech to
the Association of Rural Veterinary
Practices: "We may have upset a rel-

JTA WINS TWO ROCKOWERS

NEW YORK - JTA has won two first-
place prizes in the annual journalism
contest sponsored by the American
Jewish Press Association.

Ami Eden, JTA's editor-in-chief,
won the Rockower Award for excel-
lence in single commentary for the
article "A gloomy decade later, Jews
still fighting J2K virus".

Ron Kampeas, JTA's Washington
bureau chief, took home the David
Frank Award for Excellence in

atively small religious minority, and
I do appreciate their strong feelings
for this issue. But frankly I don't
think any animal should suffer in
the slaughter process."

Goodman added that he met last
Friday afternoon with Prime
Minister John Key - whose mother,
Ruth Lazar, escaped Austria on the
eve of the Holocaust - to express the
Jewish community's concerns. "He
was very well informed on the issue,"
Goodman said. "We are working on
what is the appropriate course of
action."

The National Animal Welfare

Personality Profiles with his obituary
of William Safire, the former Nixon-
era White House speechwriter and
New York Times columnist.
Hadassah took home five first-place
Rockowers in the magazine category
and four second-place prizes. The
Intermountain Jewish News, based in
Denver, finished with four top prizes
in the division for newspapers with
circulation below 15 000 and two sec-
ond-place finishes. The Forward won

Advisory Committee has recom-
mended an exemption for shechitah
be made to the new code. But Carter
overruled it saying: "There are no
exemptions", in the new code, which
became effective on May 28.

Now all commercially Kkilled ani-
mals must be stunned before slaugh-
ter to "ensure that the animals are
treated humanely and in accordance
with good practice and scientific
knowledge.

New Zealand's Jews can import
kosher meat from Australia but
chickens - kosher or not - cannot be
imported, according to law. (JTA)

three first-place Rockowers in the
large-circulation division, plus eight
second-place awards - including a
sweep in the editorial writing and
comprehensive coverage categories.

MydewishLearning.com took home
the Rockower for best website.

The contest is named for Simon
Rockower.

The full list of winners can be found
at http://www.ajpa.org/rockower-
awards2009.php (JTA)




