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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
MATOT
MASEI 
Rabbi Yossi Chaikin
The Oxford Synagogue
Centre

THE EYES of the world will be
fixed upon South Africa this
coming weekend. It is estimated
that nearly a billion people will
watch the Fifa World Cup Final
at Soccer City this Sunday.

It’s been a long journey for
our country. It started in 2004
and since then the entire coun-
try has teamed up to work
together towards the events of
the last few weeks. And now
we’re nearly there. It’s almost
the end of the road.

Let us look at the Torah por-
tion of the week, which
describes the end of another
long road. We conclude the Book
of Numbers this Shabbat. It is
also known as Bamidbar (“In
the Desert”) and describes, as
one may expect, the journeys of
our ancestors through the
wilderness between Egypt and
the Promised Land. 

Our portion records these
journeys in detail, listing by
name each of the 42 stations
where the nation camped during
the 40 years of wandering.

tion to Oliver Tambo Inter-
national Airport. 

As the train reached its top
speed (160 km/h) and I watched
the scenery whizzing by, I was
overcome with the sense of
“Wow! We’ve made it!”

The airport and aircraft were
filled with travellers returning
from what they described as
“the time of their life” in South
Africa. They marvelled at how
impressive everything had
been, how well everything had
run and how awesome it had
been to be in the newly-built
stadia. 

I was particularly gladdened
by a group of Sydney-bound
South African expats who had
only good things to say about
their former country. Now that
is something...

So, let us now take some time
to reflect back on the various
stages of this journey, which
began well before 2006. There
was 1992 and ‘94, and then the
Rugby World Cup a year later. I
fast forward to just a month or
so ago, when one Wednesday at
noon, the entire country (it
seemed) came out into the

streets dressed in yellow, wav-
ing a flag and blowing a
vuvuzela. 

Why do I list these events? To
paraphrase the Midrash, “so
that we may remember the
many wonders that Hashem
performed for us”. 

For the past two decades
South Africa has been an
absolute miracle. As we move
beyond Sunday’s World Cup, we
must give thanks to Him for
having looked after our coun-
try until now. May the unity
this country has reached over
2010 linger on so that we con-
tinue to merit G-d’s abundant
blessings.

Shabbat Shalom.

Why the need to list each of
these places? The Midrash
explains as follows: “G-d said to
Moshe, ‘Record the journeys of
the Israelites in the desert so
they should remember the
many miracles I performed for
them at each single stage.’”

As we stand near the end of
the long road to 2010, we need to
record the stages of this journey
soundly in our collective memo-
ry.

I had occasion to take a trip
overseas over the end of the
“Round of Sixteen” and the
“Quarter-Final” stages. The
highlight of my travels was the
Gautrain ride from Sandton sta-

Are we nearly there?
July 9/27 Tammuz

July 10/28 Tammuz

Matot/Masei

Starts Ends

17:13 18:05 Johannesburg

17:34 18:29 Cape Town

16:53 17:46 Durban

17:14 18:07 Bloemfontein

17:05 18:00 Port Elizabeth

16:59 17:53 East London

CHIEF RABBI Warren Goldstein
and MaAfrika Tikkun are once
again calling on South Africa’s
Jewish community to turn out in
force to celebrate Mandela Day
on July 18 by donating non-per-
ishable foods, blankets and near-
ly-new toys and clothes to chil-
dren and their caregivers in some
of the country’s most impover-
ished communities.

MaAfrika Tikkun says in a
media release that this follows
the success of last year’s
Mandela Day appeal which
resulted in thousands of people
flocking to Johannesburg’s Great
Park Synagogue and Cape
Town’s Gardens Synagogue to
commemorate the first Mandela

Day, an international day official-
ly recognised by the United
Nations.

Mandela Day provides an
opportunity for people around
the world to spend 67 minutes
doing something good for others
in honour of Nelson Mandela’s 67
years of service to humanity.

“As Nelson Mandela is
MaAfrika Tikkun’s patron-in-
chief, it is fitting that the Jewish
community honour him by sup-
porting a cause that is so close to
his heart,” Rabbi Goldstein said.

“After the incredible outpour-
ing of goodness last year when
hundreds of people descended on
the two synagogues, we decided
that in honour of Mandela and

those less fortunate, we would
make this an annual event.” 

Rabbi Goldstein is president of
MaAfrika Tikkun which was
established by Dr Bertie Lubner
and the late Chief Rabbi Cyril
Harris (OBE) 15 years ago to
make a difference in the lives of
underprivileged South Africans. 

Rabbi Goldstein said: “One of
the most important teachings of
Judaism is to live with compas-
sion and to act with energy to
help all people in need.  A society
is judged by how it treats its most
vulnerable members.”

Ma Afrika Tikkun’s goal is to
nurture children and youth from
0-19 years of age, empowering
them to develop into valuable,

contributing members of society. 
MaAfrika Tikkun, in partner-

ship with government, services
15 000 children in Gauteng and
the Western Cape, as part of its
sustainable holistic “Circle of
Care Model”. 

The items collected on Sunday
July 18 will be distributed to the
communities of Alexandra town-
ship, Diepsloot, Hillbrow and
Orange Farm in Gauteng; and
Delft and Mfuleni in the Western
Cape, all areas in which
MaAfrika Tikkun operates.

• Play your part by bringing
blankets, nearly-new clothes and
toys, and non-perishable food to
the Great Park Synagogue in
Glenhove Road, Houghton
Johannesburg or to Gardens
Synagogue, 88 Hatfield Street,
Gardens, Cape Town on Sunday
July 18 between 11:00 and 12:00.

If you don’t have a blanket,
there will be blankets on sale at
the two venues. 

THE ANNUAL Sasfin Sports
Quiz evening raised a whopping
amount of nearly R671 000 for
the Selwyn Segal Home for the
handicapped, Sasfin announced
in a media release.

Sasfin has supported this
event - which took place
recently - for the past six years
and each year there has been
an increase in participating
numbers and competitiveness.

This sporting evening is a
highlight on the Sasfin calen-
dar as well as those of other
competing companies.

The organisers, MSCSPORTS,
conducted an auction on various
sporting memorabilia and all
funds raised went to the Selwyn
Segal.

The cheque handover took
place last month at the Selwyn
Segal Home, as pictured.

Chief Rabbi and MaAfrika Tikkun
join forces for Mandela Day

Sasfin Quiz provides
welcome boost to
Selwyn Segal
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THE “TWO-STATE SOLUTION” for
Israel and the Palestinian territories
were for all practical purposes dead, Alon
Liel (pictured), former Israeli ambassa-
dor to South Africa, told a meeting at
Beyachad in Johannesburg last week.

Liel has visited South Africa on a num-
ber of occasions since completing his
term as Israeli ambassador in 1994. Those
who heard him speak during his subsequent visits
were often taken aback by his strident criticism of
the Israeli government of the day, in particular
the first (Benjamin) Netanyahu administration. It
was at their door that he laid the lion’s share of
the failure of the peace process to advance.

For Liel, the envisaged “two-state solution” is
all but dead, the main reasons being the fact that
one in two Palestinians, being supporters of
Hamas, categorically rejected it and the presence
of 300 000 or so Jewish settlers across the Green
Line who could never be forcibly removed in the
same way as had Gaza’s Jewish population. 

There was no prospect of the Israeli public
agreeing to give up the West Bank without an
accompanying end-of-conflict deal. Once confi-
dent of being able to win over Israel’s internation-
al detractors by assuring them of Israel’s true
intentions, he now comes across as demoralised
by how widespread and intense anti-Israel senti-
ment has become. 

The prevalence of anti-Israel feeling in civil
society, academia and the media, was strong and
growing even in countries whose relations with
Israel at government level were sound. 

Liel expressed little concern over South Africa’s
decision to temporarily recall its ambassador to
Tel Aviv in response to the Gaza flotilla incident.
Indeed, the gesture had hardly registered at all
with the Israeli public, which was far more con-
cerned about the country’s relationship with the
EU countries and its immediate neighbours, than
with Africa. 

Of greater concern was the fact that
Israel now had diplomatic relations with
only two Muslim states - Jordan and
Egypt - and even those were coming
under serious pressure. The breach with
Turkey, once one of Israel’s closest
friends in the area, ostensibly occurring
over the flotilla issue, had in reality been
a long time coming since Turkey was now
increasing looking to extend its influence
in the Muslim Asian sphere and to that

end needed to jettison its previous close relation-
ship with the Jewish State. 

As diplomatic terms go, Liel’s was a remark-
ably successful one in South Africa. He identified
himself wholeheartedly with South Africa’s tran-
sition to democracy, in the process endearing
himself even to the ANC government-in-waiting. 

His own personal qualities certainly played a
role here, but what was decisive was the fact that
the dramatic events in South Africa coincided
with the launch of the Oslo peace process. Today
was South Africa’s turn to end its long conflict
and usher in a new era of peace and justice for all.
Tomorrow’s, surely, was the Middle East’s? Liel
certainly believed that (at the time) and it
smoothed the way to his establishing warm rela-
tionships with the ANC leadership.

Last week he once again was invited to give an
update on the Israeli situation to the Jewish com-
munal leadership. His warm affection for South
Africa, as reflected in his enthusiastic comments
about the success of the Fifa World Cup, was
undiminished, but so far as his take on the Middle
East went, it could have been a different person
speaking altogether. 

Gone were the scathing attacks on foot-drag-
ging right-wingers that on previous occasions
had made the more Likud-leaning members of
the community squirm in their seats. Instead,
Liel came across as subdued and defeated, effec-
tively acknowledging the demise of the hopeful
vision of peaceful co-existence he and his fellow
left-liberals had once believed in. 

‘Two-state solution’ for ME
all but dead, says Alon Liel

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY ILAN OSSENDRYVER

AS A result of the Fifa World Cup, the extended school holidays proved a

major problem, especially for parents of children in Alexandra township north

of Johannesburg. The children would be roaming the streets un-stimulated,

un-supervised, bored to death and prone to mischief.

As usual, the Union of Jewish Women saw the gap and the need and

stepped in with a three week amazing holiday programme for those children.

Together with the women of the Lutheran Church in the township, they saw to

it that each day was filled with activities and a feeding scheme which benefit-

ted 85 eager and very well-behaved children, ranging in age from six to 15.

The success of the programme was phenomenal, the UJW said, “and we

could have taken in many hundreds of eager children - a great time was had

by both children and volunteers manning the programme.”

Pictured is Nadav Ossendryver playing drums and teaching children from

Alexandra.

Drumming away the
boredom in Alexandra
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THE JOHANNESBURG Holocaust
and Genocide Centre (JHGC) has
commenced construction of a
world class centre of learning on a
prime site in Forest Town,
Johannesburg, which has been
provided by the City Council. 

Situated on Jan Smuts Avenue
opposite the Westcliff Hotel, the
property previously housed the
Bernberg Fashion Museum, organ-

isers of the museum said in a
media release.

Steven Sack, Arts, Culture and
Heritage director of the City of
Johannesburg, explains: “The title
deed said the land must be put to
community use. We initially
thought that the property would
become an art gallery but a propos-
al from the JHGC to build its new
premises on the site, appealed to

us.”
The centre will house a perma-

nent exhibition, venues for work-
shops and public events, a memori-
al garden and resource centre, a
coffee shop and a bookshop. 

Tali Nates, director of the centre
explains: “The centre is not intend-
ed as a museum but rather a
vibrant educational space. We are
hoping to complete the project late

in 2011.
“We are delighted with the

response to date and we are, of
course, largely dependent on the
generosity of the community. We
trust that the response to our
fundraising efforts being led by
Gerald Leissner and his commit-
tee, will be positive.”

Since its establishment in 2008,
the centre has been operating

from a temporary location along-
side Beyachad in Raedene, with
only three fulltime staff members.
Despite this, it has already estab-
lished itself as a major role player
in the educational field in the
region.

Nates added: “The necessity for
the centre came about as a result of
the new national curriculum for
grades 9 and 11 which now includes
Nazi Germany and the Holocaust
and genocide: a case study of
Rwanda. The centre is committed to
assisting provincial education
departments, schools and educators
with the implementation of its
human rights curriculum through
making available educator training,
learner workshops and resource
materials.”

The architect and project manag-
er for the new centre is Lewis Levin
who, also a sculptor. He lives in
Johannesburg. He has designed
many public buildings including
synagogues in Johannesburg,
Pretoria and Cape Town.

The JHGC along with its sister
centres in Cape Town (established
in 1999 by Myra Osrin) and Durban
(established in 2008), form the
South African Holocaust and
Genocide Foundation. The three
centres are associated with over 300
organisations and institutions
worldwide engaged in Holocaust
and genocide education and
remembrance.

Through its programmes, the
Johannesburg Holocaust and
Genocide Centre raises awareness
of Holocaust history and other
genocides, using this platform to
focus on human rights issues and
the promotion of social activism in
contemporary society. 

The centre is involved in the
facilitation of national educators
training, adult programmes and
seminars and, in partnership with
museums and NGOs, organises
and hosts exhibitions and public
events. 

For any further information
regarding the project or to make a
contribution towards the building
of the centre and its ongoing educa-
tion programmes, please contact
Tali Nates on (011) 640-3100 or email
her: info@jhbholocaust.co.za . 

Johannesburg to get its own
Holocaust and Genocide Centre

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN
PHOTOGRAPH: ARK IMAGES-
SHAWN BENJAMIN

A PSYCHIATRIC nurse admits to
being guilty of racism but says
she has gained “a new perspec-
tive” on ways of treating others.
“In future I will think twice about
remaining silent when people or
patients are belittled, humiliated
or treated without dignity,” she
says.

A member of the South African
Police Service wishes all South
Africans could be educated on
“the importance of living peace-
fully with other people and learn
to respect all human beings”.

Both have been among the 
100 000 participants in the Cape
Town Holocaust Centre’s (CTHC)
educational programmes. 

As the first education director
of the Centre that opened in 1999
and the education director of the
umbrella South African Holo-
caust Foundation since its estab-
lishment in 2008, Marlene Silbert
has certainly made her mark in
sensitising individuals to the evils
and consequences of prejudice
and racism, the passion for which
has informed her adult life. 

Two of her prior pursuits could
not have prepared her better for
the role which she officially relin-
quished at the end of June: she

had been deputy principal of
Herzlia High School, where she
taught Jewish studies until her
retirement there at the end of
1996, and had been an under-
ground anti-apartheid activist,
with her home serving as a “safe
house” for those who were on the
run from the authorities in the
1980s. 

At one stage, the family had
police “protection” 24 hours a day
for a period of six weeks, some-
thing she describes as “the most
stressful part of all. My husband
is a doctor,” she explains.

“If he was called out at one or
two o’clock in the morning, the
telephone would ring shortly
thereafter, with heavy breathing
and ‘beware’” being menacingly
hissed down the line. 

“How would anybody have
known, other than the guys who
were sitting outside?” she asks.  

At one point, she accommodat-
ed in her garage a Crossroads
family whose shack had been bull-
dozed in mid-winter.  

When it came to establishing a
curriculum for the CTHC’s educa-
tional programmes, Silbert said
she knew she would have to get
the endorsement of the education
department if they were to take
learners out of school to partici-
pate in a four-hour programme. 

“My take was that we had to
teach about the Holocaust to teach

young people where prejudice,
racism, discrimination, xenopho-
bia, exclusion and marginalisa-
tion can ultimately lead,” she
says. 

“Gail (Weldon, chief curricu-
lum adviser) and the others
bought into this very quickly.” In
2007, Holocaust studies became a
compulsory subject in grade nine
and two years later, became part
of the history syllabus for grade
11. 

“I realised then that the teach-
ers had not studied the subject, so
I started developing programmes
for them that now run across the
country,” Silbert says.  

Over the years, “pretty close” 
to 100 000 individuals, including
school groups, members of the
police service, correctional servic-
es, prison inmates, psychiatric
nurses, postgraduate education
students and church groups have
benefited from the Centre’s pro-
grammes. So in demand are they,
that the waiting time for those
wishing to attend, is now six
months.  

Ninety-seven per cent of the
participants are non-Jewish, mak-
ing the undertaking possibly the
most extensive outreach pro-
gramme in this community’s his-
tory. 

And it is not only in attitudes to
Jews that the Centre hopes to
make a difference, but it is casting

its net wider to encompass gener-
al race relations. 

“On one occasion, I was talking
about racist jokes to a group of
12th graders, telling them that
they were not acceptable because
they stereotype people,” Silbert
remembers.

“A white learner said: ‘Ah come
on, miss, where’s your sense of
humour? Everybody in the class
knows I’m the joker and I’m not
racist. I’ve got black friends and
I’ve got coloured friends and they
all laugh when I tell jokes.’ I said:
‘Have you ever asked them how
they felt?’ He said: ‘Well, not real-
ly.’

“I said: ‘Well, let’s ask them.’ A
coloured kid stood up and said:
‘Yes, I do laugh because I want to
be accepted, but it makes me feel
worthless.’ 

“A black kid stood up and said:
‘I also laugh because I want to be
accepted, but I feel so humiliated
and so angry.’ To his credit, that
young (white) boy shook his head
and said: ‘I didn’t realise...’

“I don’t think he’s going to tell
another racist joke,” says Silbert.

Among her fondest memories
are the time she went to the
University of the Western Cape to
present a preparatory lecture and
was faced with a “very antagonis-
tic” individual who questioned
her aggressively. “I was quite cer-
tain that she would not come to
the Centre,” Silbert recalls.

“When they came the following
week, to my surprise, she was
there. At the end of the day’s pro-
gramme, she came up to me,
hugged me and said: ‘You really
have changed my life - I didn’t

realise how prejudiced I was.’”  
Given that mankind does not

appear to learn from history, I ask
Silbert what motivated her to con-
tinue on her path. “I think we’re
under a moral imperative to con-
tinue to teach about the evils of
prejudice and racism,” she
answers.

“It is true that most people
don’t learn from history, but that
does not absolve us of our
responsibility. The responses we
get from people from every walk
of life where they say: ‘I have
learned it is important to speak
out against injustice and I will do
so’ - I think that is what has given
me the energy to continue,” she
ponders.  

Silbert - driven by moral
imperative to teach about evil

An impression of the new Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.

Tali Nates and Professor Bill Shulman, the president of the

Association of Holocaust Organisations. The site of the new Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.

Retiring education director of

the South African Holocaust

Foundation, Marlene Silbert, at

the Cape Town Holocaust

Centre’s 10th anniversary gala

dinner.
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BUILT IN 1929, the Victory Theatre, cor-
ner of Louis Botha Avenue and Osborne
Street, Houghton, Johannesburg, which
in 2007 was upgraded extensively by Joe
Theron, publisher of Hustler magazine,
will be auctioned on July 14.

Introducing the multi-faceted entertain-
ment venue with four levels of parking,
Omer Ginsberg, representing Alliance
Group, explained that the property
extended over three stands. 

Upon embarking on the rejuvenation of
the theatre, Theron sold a portion of the
land to BP, who built a garage there, thus
widening the theatre’s traffic inlet. Before
the renovation, the area comprised run-
down residential properties inhabited by
“squatters”. Extensive work has been
done on the complex’s security profile. 

“Alliance Group approached me,”
Theron was emphatic. “I’m not doing this
out of desperation.”

The property - reported in September
2006 to have cost Theron over R24 milllion
to renovate - is being auctioned lock,
stock and barrel. Theron agreed. “I spent
three times my original budget and had to
borrow money.” 

From the air-conditioning equipment to
that in the kitchens and bars - there is a
450-seater restaurant on the premises and
a 180-seater jazz bar on the floor beneath
the restaurant - complete with a spit, a
pizza oven and a view all the way to
Sandton; not to forget the state-of-the-art
lighting and sound equipment in the the-
atre itself, a fully-equipped stage and a
walk-in wine cellar, this 460-seater the-
atre, complete with new black leather
upholstered seats, has all the bells and
whistles you can imagine, including fully
furnished office suites and professional
performer and staff facilities. 

Theron affirmed that the theatre is an
inviolable heritage site; the theatre’s
manager, James Johnstone expressed the
hope that the theatre will go under new
management, with its staff complement.
“Joe’s been trying to sell it for a while,”
he explained. 

“I ran the theatre for three years,” said
Theron. “I didn’t embark on it to generate
profit, but to keep it alive. We tried what-
ever we could to make the place sustain-
able. We made it into a Section 21 compa-
ny. 

“We couldn’t get help from the
Department of Arts and Culture because
we are commercial. It is not the kind of
building one would really want to own
personally,” he added. “It should be
owned by the municipality - or failing
which, the community.”  

The reserve price is R30 million. “This
already represents a financial loss for
me,” Theron remarked.

In 2001, Theron saw the stage musical
Umoja, created by Todd Twala and
Thembi Nyandeni. He was so blown away
by it that he decided to give it a perma-
nent home, describing it to the national
press then as “the best musical show
South Africa has ever seen”. 

He put his money where his mouth was
by becoming Umoja’s producer and sell-
ing his R3 million property to support the
show’s London debut. Umoja became a
training ground for young local talent and
has travelled widely. Structured similarly
to the model of The Fugard, in District
Six, Cape Town home of local opera com-
pany Isango Portobello, the Victory was
like an academy.

Theron will continue producing Umoja.
“The decision to sell is not a loss to the-
atre, unless someone turns it into a huge
Teazers. If I do not sell it, it will not be a
train smash.” 

The Victory has also hosted The Rocky
Horror Show and Mile High With Cathy
Specific. It’s been the venue for one-off
productions like Sydenham Shul’s High
Shul Musical. It’s not yet coming to stand-
still, however. Nipple Caps and 
G-Strings, performed by Gigi, and direct-
ed by Deon Opperman, an intelligent
adult play, is billed to open on July 15. 

• The Victory will be auctioned at the
Auction Alliance Multiple Commercial
Auction at midday on July 14, at Grayston
Drive Southern Sun Hotel, Sandton. Tel:
072-600-7006. 

Joe Theron insists that
Victory’s sale no defeat

The Victory Theatre complex in her current glory. (PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY ALLIANCE GROUP)

CONTACT
Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

ROUXVILLE NEW RELEASE VIEW BY APPOINTMENT/FOR SALE

3/4 recep, 3/4 beds, 2 baths, stunning
gardens and pool, secure and private,

lovely features and character home. Hop
and skip to shuls. Early R1 mil.

DUNHILL/GLENHAZEL

Dunhurst Estate, 3 beds, 2 baths, duplex
townhouse, small garden, lock-up

garage, courtyard, modern and secure.
From R1,2 mil HURRY!

PERCELIA ESTATE

3 recep, 3 beds, space for 4th, 2 baths,
eat-in kitchen, lovely gardens and more

in boomed area! Mid R1 mil.

GLENHAZEL/CORBEL CRESCENT

ON SHOW: SUNDAY, JULY 11,
14:00 – 17:00

700m2 stand 450m2 undercover
4/5 beds, 4 baths, 4 recep, staff 

accom, double garage, garden and 
pool and more.

R2,2 mil as is or R4,2 mil finished
plans, approved builders waiting 

to finish.

For pictures of these and 

other properties go to 

www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

GLENHAZEL

GARDEN TOWNHOUSE
3 beds, 2 baths, 2/3 recep, patio and
garden, with staff accom and more.

From R1,250 000 

GLENHAZEL: 4 beds, 2 baths, 3 recep, lovely

huge gardens, pool, staff, double garage and

more. Immediate occ and subdivisable.

R2 Million.

PERCELIA ESTATE: 4 beds, 2 baths, 3 recep,

garden, pool, staff accom, studio.

R1,6/R1,7 mil.

FAIRMOUNT: 4 recep, 4 beds, 2 baths, gar-

den, pool staff accom, studio. Mid R2 mil.

BAGLEYSTON: 4 bed, 1 1/2 bath, 3 recep,

pool and cottage. From R1,2 mil.

SYDENHAM: Various houses to choose, from

R1,2 mil. Call for more info.

HIGHLANDS NORTH: Various houses to

choose, from R800 000. Call for more info.

SAVOY ESTATE: Various apartments, from

R600 000. Call for more info.

GRESWOLD: Various apartments, from 

R700 000. Call for more info.

ORANGE GROVE: 3 beds, 3 recep, cottage,

pool and more, with tenants. R650 000.
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SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Nesanel, Sacha, Yissacher and Yehudah Liknaitsky looking through the windows of the

gallery at the pieces on display.

Denise and Dillon Swartz.

Zach and Adina Liknaitsky.

Zami

Liknaitsky

with a pod

carving of a

woman play-

ing the violin

(made from a

dried and

treated

branch of a

palm tree).

Greg Blank, Natalie Knight and Helen Heldenmuth.

Yvonne, Jane (who does the beading) and Billy Makhubele against a backdrop of

Jane’s work.

Joan Muller with Mark Johnson standing in front of “Mondial” by David Gerstein.

Ivor Ginsburg beside four beaded vuvuzela’s.

Misha Brand who runs the gallery and Joan Muller.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

LAST SUNDAY’S opening of the
exhibition, “Football and Africa” at
the Gerstein Art Gallery, in Third
Avenue, Percelia, Johannesburg,
took place at the same time as the
finals of the men’s tennis champi-
onships at Wimbledon. As a result,
many guests at the opening left
quite early - but not before one of
the magnificent beaded pieces was
sold. 

The exhibition was opened to
take the celebration of the 2010 Fifa
World Cup in South Africa to
another level by showcasing
momentos of this great event.

The exhibits portrayed the two
main artists’ personal styles, their
passion for football, as well as the
excitement pervading South Africa
during this exciting tournament
with its surprises and upsets.

Israeli born David Gerstein’s use
of colourful, three dimensional
steel sculptures, multi-layered to
best portray the imagery of the
subjects, has created world-wide
interest in his work. His pieces now
stand in public places as far afield
as Denmark and Singapore.

In this exhibition, his main pro-
jection was at football (what else?).
His “Mondial”, a large colourful
three dimensional piece of a team
of footballers meaning “of the
whole world”, was created as a trib-
ute to world soccer; it is one of the
highlights of the show.

The exhibition, which is seen
for the first time in South Africa,
has enormous appeal as it embod-
ies the movement, humour, colour
and joy for which Gerstein is
famous.

By contrast the unique, brightly
coloured topical beadwork by Jane
Makhubele is fashioned on a flat,
black material background that

also captures the excitement and
energy of the 2010 showpiece. 

She has created beadwork of the
various teams, individual players
and the 32 flags commemorating
every participating country. These
pieces, which are easily trans-
portable, cover a wide price range 

Other artworks on display
include “Goal-Post”, a limited edi-
tion print, created specially for the
exhibition. This work combines
Makhubele’s beaded image of
famed Spanish player, Xavi
Hernandez kicking a football in
South Africa, bordered by Susan
Woolf’s unique taxi hand-sign
drawings. 

Woolf who undertakes social
interventionist art projects, has
documented these 26 hand-signs
which commuters make when try-
ing to catch a taxi in Gauteng, to
indicate where they want to go to.
They are at present generally
understandable only to taxi drivers
and commuters and have evolved
as a necessary and useful means of
communication. 

Each hand-sign with its differ-
ent finger positions denotes a dif-
ferent taxi route, the starting and
finishing points. To inform the
community about this, the artists
constructed a map showing all
the taxi routes in Gauteng. This
has been printed in a booklet
form. 

The signs were selected by the
Post Office as the official stamps
commemorating 2010 and feature
on the SA National Commemora-
tive Stamps and envelopes.

The show includes collages of
signed stamps, first day covers, and
art books for sighted and visually
impaired people. 

• For further information contact
Natalie Knight at 082-926-0009,
www.knightgalleries.net or Misha
Brand on 073-527-3855.

Even art gets
Fifa soccer fever
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PRETORIA

Sammy Marks continued:

While visiting Pretoria in 1881,
Marks met a Hungarian Jew, Alois
Hugo Nellmapius (1847-1892). Nell-
mapius had obtained several conces-
sions (licences which gave the holder
the monopoly to manufacture a cer-
tain product) from the South African
Republic (Transvaal) government.  

He was planning to apply for
another licence to distil liquor.
Marks and Nellmapius then con-
cluded a partnership and founded a
company called “De Eerste
Fabrieken in de Zuid-Afrikaansche
Republiek” (The first factories in the
South African Republic). 

For the erection of this distillery
they bought Nellmapius’ farm,
Hatherley, east of Pretoria. The fac-
tory was opened by President Paul
Kruger on June 6 1883. It was later
renamed “De Eerste Fabrieken
Hatherley Distillery Ltd”.

At Hatherley, a number of facto-
ries eventually arose, namely a glass
factory and a jam and preserve facto-
ry. None of these was ever really
profitable, however. The distillery
was closed down by the British mili-
tary government after the Anglo-
Boer War in 1902, while the other fac-
tories there ground to a halt. They
were all dismantled and the stands
let.

To be continued.

• By Andre Malan. Published by
the National Cultural Museum,
Pretoria,1996.

JOHANNESBURG

From Shirley Ancer: (On the Union
of Jewish Women soup kitchen)

“One miserable, cold, dreary morn-
ing, I was sitting with a number of
people in the Hillbrow Hospital. We
were waiting for our radiation treat-
ment for the various forms of cancer
we were all suffering from.

“The room reflected our feelings of
depression. It was painted the dirty
green that the state hospitals
thought was a ‘relaxing, healing’
colour. The magazines were all out of
date and tatty from being looked at
by so many nervous, worried people. 

“The plant that was supposed to
provide cheer and hope, was wilting
and its yellowing and brown leaves
echoed the hopelessness that was
generally felt.

“Suddenly the door of the room
opened and a cheerful voice called
out: ‘Hello, who would like some hot
soup to warm you up?’

“A lady in a yellow overall came

in, bearing a tray full of cups of hot,
steaming soup. 

“Someone asked cynically: ‘What
is that going to cost us?’

“Nothing,” was the reply. “This
comes from the Union of Jewish
Women with their love and their
wishes for a full recovery for you all.’ 

“The atmosphere in the room
changed almost immediately. Hands
reached out eagerly to take the cups;
it seemed as though rays of sun had
pierced the gloomy atmosphere. 

“This is one of the most vivid
memories I have of the days when I
spent six weeks being treated with
radiation.”

INDWE AND DORDRECHT

From Ivan Nurick:

“More prominent Indweites:
Desmond Smith, An A aggregate
from Indwe High in 1964, became the
youngest MD of Sanlam, chairman
of the Council of Stellenbosch
University and is now chairman of
Santam and Sanlam. 

“Harold Burgess hit a hole in one
on the golf course twice in 2008. He is
101 years and six months old and the
oldest old boy of Grey High School,
Port Elizabeth’s class of 1922.

“Carel van der Merwe, the princi-
pal’s son, became the last white
incumbent of the position of CEO
of the Industrial Development
Corporation. 

“Koos Roets, in my class at school,
was the last Nationalist mayor of
Johannesburg. His father, P N J
Roets, was mayor of Indwe for 33
years of the 34 between 1949 and
1984. 

“Keith Beavon, the magistrate’s
son, became professor of geography
at Wits. 

“Loyisa Nongxa, vice chancellor
of Wits, was the first black Abe
Bailey Scholar and the first black
Rhodes Scholar. He is from a station,
Umhlanga, in the Indwe district.

“In 1962, three of the five white
policemen in Indwe, namely Derek
Dewing, Jannie Symington and a
Van Vuuren, all played wing that
year for the Border Rugby team. 

“Douglas Bax, son of another
magistrate, was Queens Scholar at
Queens and became moderator of
the Presbyterian Church, while his
sister, Helen, was placed in the top 10
in the Cape from Union High and
played hockey for Eastern Province
schools.

“Indwe and Dordrecht were very
interesting politically in the early
Union days. They comprised the
Wodehouse constituency, one of the
first Nat seats in 1915. They were
then absorbed into Aliwal. 

“In 1958 the government made a
huge effort to win Queenstown. On
election day there was a 96,2 per cent
poll and Jan Steytler of the UP beat
H H Smit of the National Party by 
4 648 to 4 635 votes. Amazingly in
Indwe, which probably had 400 - 500
voters then, the polls were closed at

14:45 as there was already a 100 per
cent poll. 

“Although, as an 18 year old I had
been a foundation member of the
Liberal Party in 1953, I would have
loved to vote for Jannie, who became
leader of the Progressive Party the
following year, but I could not as I
was registered in Rondebosch.”

JOHANNESBURG/YEOVILLE

From Anne Lapedus Brest:

“I would just like to correct an error,
if I may, which appeared in a very
recent Jewish Report, under your
Community Buzz section and if you
could let the writer of that particu-
lar article know as well, for his
records.

“My father, Stanley Lapedus (O”h)
was not a watchmaker in Yeoville at
all. He was an optician in town. I am
not sure who the watchmaker was,
but he is/was no relation of our fam-
ily.

“No problem at all; someone just
happened to mention this to my
Mom at bridge and she mentioned it
to me, for correction, if possible.” 

JOHANNESBURG

One of the best known sporting
Jewish families in Johannesburg in
the 1940s to 1960s, were the
Snoymans - 10 sons and a daughter
and the story was that she was the
goalkeeper in their family soccer
team. 

However, one of the older broth-
ers, Abe, was also a professional
wrestler, wrestling under the name
of Abe Wiseman. One Saturday
night he was due to be in a fight and
that afternoon he was watching
cricket at Balfour Park. Someone
called out to him: “Hey, Abe, how are
you going to do tonight?” Abe replied
stony-faced: “I’m going to lose
unluckily.”

Vuvuzela Hit Parade Top Ten:

1) “Concerto for Vuvuzela and Ear
Ache”. 

2) “Sixty Thousand Vuvuzelas in
Concert”. 

3) “From Vuvuzela to Tinnitus and
back at Soccer City”.

4) “In the Still of the Night” by the
Johannesburg Municipal Bus
Company. 

5) “The Flight of the Bumble Bees
er... vuvuzelas” by the Johannes-
burg Symphony Orchestra. 

6) “When It’s Sleepy Time Down
South” by the Soweto Gospel
Choir.

7) “My Vuvuzela is Louder than
Yours” by the Swinging Bee Gees. 

8) “Viewing a View on Vuvuzelas” by
Sepp Blatter and the Fifa Hot Five. 

9) “Rock Around the Vuvuzelas” by
Danny Jordaan and the Local
Organising Committee Trum-
peters. 

10) “Having a Blast” by Strong Arm
Louis and the Boys.  

NEW YORK - A New York judge has
ordered a divorcing Orthodox
Jewish couple to split their home
with a dividing wall as the proceed-
ings continue.

Superior Court Judge Eric Prus
last week Thursday ordered Pinchas

and Nechama Gold to divide their
house in the Williamsburg section of
Brooklyn in half while they go
through their divorce, the New York
Post reported.

The couple, who have been mar-
ried for 21 years and have five chil-

dren, have two weeks to decide
where to place the wall in the 
280-square-metre home.

The ruling came after Nechama
Gold sought to become the sole occu-
pant of the house with the children.
(JTA)

DIVORCING JEWISH COUPLE ORDERED TO ERECT WALL

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
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THE UNIFYING power of sport
was highlighted by former
President FW de Klerk who was
guest speaker last week to welcome
a mixed Palestinian and Israeli
“Peace Team”, consisting of eight
young girls and boys, taking part in
the “Football for Hope” Festival in
Alexandra Township north of
Johannesburg.

De Klerk pointed to the unifying
effect the Fifa World Cup, currently
taking place in the country, was
having on South Africans of all
races and creeds. But the challenge
lay with what happened after the
World Cup.

He pointed out how South Africa
had struggled “against insur-
mountable” hardships - but negoti-
ations and concessions saved the
day. There were admittedly still
problems, but those were not insol-
uble, he stressed.

The “Peace Team”, is selected
from the Peres Centre for Peace
and the Al Quds Association for
Democracy and Dialogue which
operates mostly in Palestinian cen-
tres. The team is equally divided
between Israeli and Palestinian
players.

Thirty two disadvantaged youth
football teams from world commu-
nities, were invited to

Johannesburg to take part in a fes-
tival of education, culture and foot-
ball in Alexandra. It started on
July 4 and ends tomorrow.

This, however, is football with a
difference. Each team consists of
five players - mixed boys and girls -
and a match lasts 12 minutes.
There are no referees and disputes
are solved by discussion and mutu-
al agreement. Also music, dance
and cultural events form part of
the festival.

A cocktail party was held at
Museum Afrika in Newtown,
Johannesburg hosted by the Peres
Centre for Peace and the Jewish
National Fund, with the keynote
speaker being De Klerk. It was
also attended by Israeli
Ambassador Dov Segev-Steinberg
and Palestinian Ambassador Ali
Halimeh.  

“One of the major aims of the
Peres Centre is to open doors in
walls with people who are close
neighbours and to create durable
projects with people who are close
friends,” De Klerk said.

Amber Cummins, on behalf of
the JNF, said: “This meeting is
about the theme of peace and facil-
itating conversation. F W de Klerk
opened a discussion (in 1990). Here
we have the Palestinian ambassa-
dor and the Israeli ambassador, as
well as a previous Israeli

Ambassador to South Africa, Alon
Liel... The Football team brings con-
versation across the divide with
friendship, peace and unity.”

Laura Siegel, also from the JNF of
South Africa, said the JNF Fund
was one of the most dynamic organ-
isations in the world. “Since 1901
their Blue Boxes have been around
the world collecting funds for help-
ing immigrants and finding them
jobs, developing water resources,
planting trees - of which there are
260 million in Israel - and still more
are being planted. The JNF are
world leaders in environmental
development in the Middle East and
also in Africa.”

In South Africa, in over 80
schools, mostly in disadvantaged
areas, the JNF teaches about bio-
diversity, waste management and
tree planting. Most tangible results
are to be seen in the reduction of
environmental impact with tree
planting.

De Klerk shared some thoughts
about the benefits that peace and
negotiation can provide.

“This is an exciting time with the
2010 World Cup being held here and
also with this Israel and Palestinian
peace team. The Fifa World Cup has
given us graphic evidence of the
unifying power of sport. Vilakazi
Street in Soweto gave such a won-
derful welcome to the Blue Bulls

rugby supporters recently; the
World Cup has given us a new sense
of togetherness, but the challenge
now lies after the World Cup.

“The beginning of 1990 was a
watershed in South African histo-
ry. The speech I made to
Parliament on February 2 that year
and the release of Nelson Mandela
on February 9, changed South
Africa for ever. It set the country on
(course for) a different and better
future. 

“Peacemaking is not easy,” said
De Klerk. “Risks have to be taken
and one must speak to one’s ene-
mies, but the risks are worth it.
Now 20 years later we can point to
successes. We have a wonderful
Constitution, a free media, sound
macro-economic policies, the 25th
largest economy in the world; 25
per cent of the GDP in sub-Saharan
Africa. 

“Our natural resources are leg-
endary. Our financial sector is
highly regarded in the sophisticat-
ed world markets. South Africa is a
respected and influential member
of the world community.”

De Klerk pointed out the prob-
lems, however. “We have service
delivery issues. There has been
very little progress in the allevia-
tion of inequality. Old age and child
allowances are still inadequate.
There is a 40 per cent unemploy-
ment figure. There is a failure in
education, in matric pass rates and
university exemptions. There are
violent crimes. There is incompe-
tence in government and provincial
departments.”

But he was sanguine. “I believe
we can solve these problems We
can improve education and expand
our domestic market and also our
activities on the African conti-
nent.”

About the Israel and Palestine
situation he said: “Even the most
difficult conflicts can be resolved
peacefully as long as the right
options are taken while there is still
time. There is an important truth -
no solution is ever hopeless.”

The Palestinian ambassador told
Jewish Report: “Indeed this is a
great occasion. It is very encourag-
ing to see Palestinians and Israelis
engaging each other; and sport is a
great platform and I hope we will
transform this interaction between
our peoples”

ROBYN SASSEN

“KATHY KALER must be congrat-
ulated,” said veteran actress and
award-winning radio professional,
Annabel Linder from her home in
Johannesburg last week. With her
husband jazz clarinetist Sam
Sklair, Linder is taking the ChaiFM
by storm and turning it around,
without compromising its values. 

“ChaiFM was the dream of
Kathy’s mom, Sandy Wittert.
Kathy brought it to life in establish-
ing a broadcasting licence and get-
ting the station off the ground.” 

Adhering to advice from one of
the founders of talk radio in this
country, John Berks, station man-
ager Moshe Chaim Wegener got
Linder on board as programme
host for the daily 9 - 12 slot, called
“In Your Element”.

“I had just left Radio Today and
was approached to stand in for
three weeks during March,” Linder
said. “But now we’re in July!”

Linder was offered the job, short-
ly after she proved herself popular
with ChaiFM’s listeners.

Linder has been working profes-
sionally on radio since the age of 16
and without giving her age away,
it’s safe to assume that she’s got a
more than 40-year-long track
record with the medium. 

She’s a secular Jew, but she’s
been pitched headlong into the

material; she’s absolutely loving it. 
“I’ve got a very good relationship

with G-d. I believe in prayer and I
have my own private love of G-d.
I’m learning all kinds of lovely
things, but I’m not in danger of
becoming frum. One of my most
favourite ladies is Rebbetzen Mashi
Lipskar. 

“She talks about women in the
Tanach. Last week she gave me a
remedy for my cold - and a little old
lady in Woolworths asked me if it
had worked, a few days later! 

“There’ve been numerous calls
to repeat shows,” she added. “I did
an interview with sports journalist
and TV presenter Dave Papenfus,
one of the filmmakers who made
the recently released Reg Park
DVD ‘Addicted to Life’; the nostal-
gia and sense of feel good and
‘stick-at-ability’ that came of that
show, really brought in callers.” 

This show was rebroadcast this
Sunday evening, bringing together
everything from Reg Park’s partici-
pation as a live human model in
Prof Philip Tobias’ second year
anatomy classes at Wits to the
DVD’s endorsement by Arnold
Schwarzenegger. 

“My Friday session with Isaac
Reznik is constantly fascinating,
not only because of Isaac’s ency-
clopaedic knowledge of the com-
munity and its history, but also
because of the mixed nature of the

callers. Listeners are coming from
everywhere.”

So far, she’s interviewed a
diverse cross-section of people,
from the ambassador of Prague on
the condition of Jewish cemeteries
in Czechoslovakia, to various rab-
bis, to Daphne Kuhn, owner of
Theatre on the Square and Isla
Feldman, CEO of the JNF.  

“What I have learnt about
Johannesburg Jewry since March
is astounding. The value of organi-
sations like WIZO, Yad Aharon, the
JNF, the UJW, is just incredible.   

“The station needs sponsorship,”
she says. Her presence might lend
pizzazz to the station’s image, but
there’re still bills to be paid. 

“One sponsor approached me -
Avi Nathan from Hunter’s Rest -
but we need more; this industry is
expensive and the radio station is
for the community.”

But that’s not all. Each Sunday
afternoon, between 12:00 and 13:00,
there’s the delectable Annie and
Sam Showtime, in which Linder is
joined by Sklair. They play a heady
mix of contemporary and histori-
cal jazz to bring extra spunk and
more listeners to the station. 

Last Sunday’s pickings ranged
from the dulcet tones of Louis
Prima with Just a Gigolo and his
former wife Keely Smith’s I Can’t
Stop Loving You, written by Ray
Charles, to Harry Sideropoulos

singing Besame and Tony Bennett
and KD Lang performing A Kiss To
Build a Dream On, followed by
Tuxedo Junction with Dan Hill and
Archie Silansky. 

Simply delicious romantic tunes
like these, and the gentle tossing
around of jazz anecdotes between
two of the country’s most revered
radio professionals, conjoined with
Linder’s astute, curious and
informed daily contribution to the
station’s offering, should raise the
station to new heights, critically
and financially. 

• ChaiFM is on 101.9FM and on
live audio streaming through
http://chaifm.ndstream.net  

With Annabel there, ChaiFM
never will be the same again

De Klerk: All problems are 
solvable with right frame of mind

AROUND 
THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

FBI WIDENS CLAIMS

CONFERENCE PROBE

NEW YORK - The FBI has
widened its investigation into
fraudulent Holocaust-era claims
against the German govern-
ment, The New York Jewish
Week has reported.

The Federal Bureau of
Investigation became involved
when a probe was launched in
December by the Conference on
Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany, the weekly newspaper
reported. The Claims
Conference processes Holocaust-
era claims for survivors on
behalf of the German govern-
ment.

The fraud initially involved
about 100 claims submitted pri-
marily by Russians living in
Brooklyn, New York, to the
Claims Conference's Hardship
Fund, which gives to Jews who
fled the Nazis during the
Holocaust and remained in
Soviet-bloc countries after the
Second World War, and therefore
are ineligible for regular
German reparations. 

The money for the fund comes
from the German government
and does not affect other sur-
vivors' claims to the Claims
Conference, according to the
article.

The probe has been broadened
to include the Article 2 Fund, a
pension programme that may
have been defrauded of $7 mil-
lion in the last 10 years, accord-
ing to The Jewish Week.
Individuals suspected of fraud in
the fund have been notified and
asked to return the money they
have received.

The fraud discovery also has
held up the payment of many
Hardship Fund claims as the
investigation continues, newspa-
per reported. Germany paid 
7 000 Hardship Fund claims in
2008 and 18 000 last year. (JTA)

ISRAELI ARMY TO CHARGE

GAZA WAR SOLDIERS

JERUSALEM - Israel's chief
army prosecutor will bring
charges against some Israeli sol-
diers for their conduct during
the Gaza war.

In one case, an army staff ser-
geant will be indicted on
manslaughter charges for shoot-
ing and killing two women near
Gaza City.

The action comes after the
Israel Defence Forces military
advocate general, Maj-Gen.
Avichai Mendelblit, reviewed
the findings from investigations
carried out on incidents that
occurred during Operation Cast
Lead, which lasted for one
month in late 2008 and early 2009,
according to an IDF statement. 

Criminal charges will be filed
as well against other officers and
soldiers.

In one case, an officer was
summoned to a disciplinary
hearing for having deviated from
military directives that prohibit
using civilians as human shields.
In another case, disciplinary
action was taken against an
army captain for his failed pro-
fessional judgement in authoris-
ing an attack against a terror
operative.

The IDF said that more than
150 incidents had been examined
and nearly 50 investigations had
been launched by the Military
Police regarding incidents dur-
ing Operation Cast Lead. (JTA)

Clarinetist Sam Sklair and pre-

senter Annabel Linder, ChaiFM’s

secret weapon.  (PHOTOGRAPH

SUPPLIED)

“Will it

score” - 

a member of

the Peace

Team in light

blue shirt at

the Football

for Hope

Festival.
(PHOTOGRAPH

BY ILAN

OSSENDRYVER)
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A WITS honours student inter-
viewed me last week for her the-
sis exploring the feasibility of the
“one-state solution” as a way of
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. 

The direction in which the
questions led showed that, in
these early stages at least, she had
been won over by the argument
that the “two-state solution” so
long touted by the international
community had failed, and was
now in any case unattainable,
given the realities on the ground. 

The logical consequences of
this were that future peacemak-
ing efforts needed to focus on
achieving a single bi-national
state, in which Israelis and
Palestinians would share equal
citizenship within the same
national borders. 

The main argument against
one-statism - it would seem to be a
no-brainer - is that if it has not
even been possible to create a sit-
uation in which Israelis and
Palestinians co-exist peacefully in
their own separate states, how
much more so would pitching
them together within a single
state be doomed to fail? 

This, I suggested, was akin to
proposing that two neighbours
with a long history of mutual,
and violent, antagonism between
one another be compelled to get
married and share the same

household as a way of sorting out
their differences. Surely the ini-
tial aim has to be to persuade the
two to stop trying to kill each
other before trying to make a
shidduch? 

Whether stated explicitly or
not, the example of South Africa
tends to be an intrinsic part of
one-statist thinking. If South
Africans were able to establish a
unitary, democratic state after so
many years of division, then why
not Jewish Israelis and
Palestinian Arabs? 

On closer examination, one
soon sees the menace implicit in
this ostensibly harmless piece of
touch-feely utopianism. The real
implication is that just as whites
were compelled against their will
to surrender the (illegitimate)
powers of self-determination they
had exercised at the expense of
the black majority, so must
Israelis - the “whites” of the
Middle East - be similarly pres-
sured into subsuming their identi-
ty within a shared, multi-ethnic
society. 

The South Africa analogy is, as
always, the product of lazy, ideol-
ogy-driven thinking that assumes
a certain conclusion without any
serious effort to square them with
the objective facts. 

In South Africa, there was an
intermingled, multiracial popula-
tion de facto existing within a sin-
gle geographic territory, with the
ruling white caste constituting a
minority. Physical separation of
the races was impossible. 

Israel, on the other hand, has a
substantial Jewish majority with-
in its official borders. Why would
it wish to sacrifice this by amalga-
mating with a territory mainly
comprising non-Jews? (If the
majority of South Africans had
been white, they certainly would
not have agreed to their country
joining up with, say, Mozam-
bique).

Another crucial difference is in
the differing nature of the politi-
cal visions of black South
Africans and Palestinians. The
former were committed to a non-
racial society and produced lead-
ers who fought for equality and
democracy, not racial vengeance
and the replacing of one group’s
dominance with that of another. 

By comparison the Palestinian
vision, whether in its Arabist eth-
nic form (Palestinian National
Covenant) or its religious
Islamist manifestation (Hamas

Charter) is rejectionist and victo-
ry-directed, the ultimate aim
being to establish a dominant
Arab-Islamic entity in place of
Jewish Israel. 

Had the liberation movements
in this country adopted a similarly
zero-sum approach, no peaceful
transition to democracy could
have taken place.  

So illogical, inconsistent and
impractical is the one-statist phi-
losophy, and so transparent the
real motivations of almost all who
espouse it, that the real question
arises as to why such an approach
has gained any currency at all. 

International trends over-
whelmingly pointed to separation
as being the most logical solution
to managing tensions from ethnic
and especially religious differ-
ences within a population. 

The old Yugoslavia broke up
into six sovereign entities, a
process accompanied by consider-
able bloodshed and disruption
that is still ongoing, yet no-one is
advocating as a solution putting
Yugoslavia together again. 

Likewise, is there any talk of
ending the long-standing India-
Pakistan conflict (which is far
more dangerous than the relative-
ly minor Israeli-Arab one, not
least because both parties have
nuclear weapons) by getting the
two countries (along with
Bangladesh) to amalgamate into a

single India once more?
It is argued that Jewish settle-

ments have created a de facto sit-
uation where the Israeli and West
Bank populations are already
inextricably intermingled, leav-
ing a bi-national state as the only
alternative. This, too, makes no
sense. 

It is only within a relatively
confined area along the border,
amounting to barely two per cent
of the total land mass of the two
territories, that admixture has
occurred. Wherein, therefore, lies
the pressing need for the whole of
Israel and the entire West Bank to
amalgamate? 

The real “one-state solution”
might have to be an independent
West Bank within which both
Palestinians and settlers share
equal citizenship. In order to
work, the Palestinians would
have to accept the presence of a
small Jewish minority, whose sta-
tus would be no less than that of
the rest of the population, while
the settlers would have to accept
that they are now Palestinian, not
Israeli citizens with special privi-
leges. 

The problem with the West
Bank is that the antagonism
between the two groups is so
intense - lethally so - that such a
scenario is, and will remain for
the foreseeable future, entirely
theoretical.   

‘One-state solution’ for Israel no solution at all
BARBARIC
YAWP
David Saks
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Israel is believed to maintain an arse-
nal of up to 200 nuclear warheads.

Netanyahu thanked Obama for
“reaffirming the longstanding US
commitments to Israel on matters of
vital strategic importance”.

Especially impressive to the Israelis,
and to pro-Israel lobbyists that have
fretted about the ostensible rift, was
how Obama framed the announce-
ment.

“We strongly believe that given its
size, its history, the region that it’s in
and the threats that are levelled
against us - against it - that Israel has
unique security requirements,”
Obama said. “It’s got to be able to
respond to threats or any combination
of threats in the region. And that’s
why we remain unwavering in our
commitment to Israel’s security.”

The remark spoke to the “kishkes”
factor - the concern among some pro-
Israel groups about whether or not
Obama has an intuitive, gut under-
standing of Israel’s security needs.

“This recognition by the United
States of Israel’s security needs is a
testament to the common understand-
ing of the complexities of the Middle
East situation,” B’nai B’rith
International said in a statement.

The American Israel Public Affairs
Committee applauded the remark.

“For over 60 years Israel has offered
its hand in peace, demonstrating again
and again its willingness to make real
and heartrending sacrifices - altering
borders, relinquishing territory,
uprooting families and entire commu-
nities - in the pursuit of peace,” the
organisation noted.

Israeli officials said they were espe-
cially pleased with US efforts to push
back pressure for an international
inquiry into the flotilla raid, which left
nine Turks dead - including one
Turkish-American citizen - and which
has disrupted ties among Turkey, the
United States and Israel.

Netanyahu also said he was pleased
by the Iran sanctions Obama helped
shepherd through the United Nations
Security Council, as well as congres-
sional sanctions that became law last
week.

“I think the latest sanctions adopted
by the UN create illegitimacy or create
de-legitimisation for Iran’s nuclear
programme, and that is important,”
Netanyahu said. “I think the sanctions
the president signed the other day
actually have teeth. They bite.” (JTA)
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THE SCEPTICS are eating humble pie. This Fifa
World Cup was one of the most successful ever -
barring any last-minute hitches for Sunday’s
final. Crime has been negligible and the hundreds
of thousands of foreign visitors have been
impressed by our beautiful stadiums and superb
handling of the logistics, which made it all run
like clockwork.  

Foreign media looking for scandals and disas-
ters to put on their front pages have been hard-
pressed to find anything. Praise from the whole
world is being showered on us.

The buzz-word going around is that we have
“rebranded” South Africa from an image of vio-
lent crime and corruption to a can-do country of
achievement, generosity and warmth. Indeed, we
have achieved a new image for the visitors and the
billions of people worldwide who followed the
World Cup through different media.

For South Africans, too, there was a rebranding,
providing new faith in our abilities and an exam-
ple of the positive effects sport can have - and role
models for young South Africans. Expat South
Africans came as well - like the man living in
Toronto whose grandson in Johannesburg said to
him: “Grandpa, you lived your whole life in South
Africa, and you’re not going to come here for the
World Cup?” So the grandpa came. 

The good vibes have unified us and enhanced
our patriotism, even for Africa as a continent, evi-
denced by how South Africans, white and black,
rallied behind Ghana - “That’s our team!” - as the
last African contender was knocked out.

Was it worth it? We spent some R40 billion on
this extravaganza. Economists say South Africa
will directly recoup only a fraction of this, but will
possibly reap long-term economic benefits.
Others, however, say the whole thing was an elit-
ist happening involving wealthy athletes and
affluent - mainly white and Asian - spectators, and
the poor majority of black South Africans’ lives
will remain as miserable after the event as they
were before it. 

How could we throw such a party in the face of
the dire poverty and deep inequality among our
people? These billions should have gone to build-
ing houses and hospitals for the poor, creating
employment, etc. Critics say the huge cost could
have improved housing conditions for three mil-
lion South Africans.

Cynics might go so far as to call this the
“Vuvuzela World Cup” - a tremendous amount of
noise, with no actual benefit for the multitudes
who have been forced to hear it. 

These thundering plastic trumpets which emit
sufficient decibels to damage people’s hearing,
have become an international symbol and even a
trinket for the rich. UK supermarket group
Sainsbury’s has added vuvuzelas to its product
line of trade with Africa. 

According to a spokesman, it has so far sold 
40 000 vuvuzelas, at £2 each. A Russian business-
man is reported to have had one plated in gold,
with a diamond inserted into the plating worth
thousands of dollars. 

But all things considered, the World Cup was an
incredible experience and we are blessed to have
hosted it. What price can be put on an event that
uplifts the nation’s psychology, that creates a
month of patriotism, optimism and pride - a stark
contrast to the doom and gloom characterising
our political life in recent years? Is it just a fleet-
ing “high”, a shot of national cocaine to escape
from reality, or has this tournament shown what
we are capable of when we set our minds to it?
And if we set our minds to tackling poverty with
similar dedication, can we not succeed there too? 

Our first task now is to hold onto, and use effec-
tively, the incredible spirit of generosity, euphoria
and one-ness South Africans felt during this peri-
od, after the visitors have gone home. We should
not allow the stupidity and arrogance of the
Julius Malemas and other clowns of our political
life who took a back seat for this month to re-
emerge and bring us down again. 

After this success, why not bid for the Olympics,
as some visionaries have already suggested?

Build it and
they will come

RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON

THE OPTICS were perfect, but the
meaning was elusive.

President Barack Obama and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
sat together on Tuesday, joshing and
smiling, trying to project a clear mes-
sage: The rift was over. Israel and the
United States are on the same track
again.

“In terms of my relationship with
Prime Minister Netanyahu, I know the
press, both in Israel and stateside,
enjoys seeing if there’s news there,”
Obama said. “But the fact of the matter
is that I’ve trusted Prime Minister
Netanyahu since I met him before I
was elected president, and have said so
both publicly and privately.”

The meeting capped months of ten-
sions sparked by Israel’s announce-
ment in March of a major housing
start in eastern Jerusalem during an
official visit to Israel by Vice President
Joe Biden.

The image of a friendly encounter
between the two leaders was almost
tainted in the lead-up to the meeting
when it was leaked that Israel’s ambas-
sador to the United States, Michael
Oren, had warned in a private conver-
sation of a “tectonic rift” between the
two countries. Oren later explained
that he had been misquoted: “Shift”, he
said.

In any case, US officials said in a rare
on-the-record call last Friday, there
was no fissure.

“There’s absolutely no rift between
the United States and Israel,” Ben
Rhodes, the deputy national security
adviser, said in the conference call.

Dan Shapiro, the senior National
Security Council official who runs the
Israel desk, said he “can certainly
underscore the incredible richness and
intensity and quality of the exchange
between our governments in military
channels, in political channels, in intel-
ligence channels”.

Officials were brimming with
superlatives. Details, however, were
lacking, and in some areas there was
evident disagreement.

The leaders agreed, for instance, on
the need to go to direct talks with the
Palestinians; the Palestinian Authority
has resisted pending a full settlement
freeze.

Obama, however, set a deadline of
sorts when he made clear that he want-

ed such talks to start before September,
when Netanyahu’s self-imposed 10-
month settlement freeze lapses.

“My hope is that once direct talks
have begun, well before the moratorium
has expired, that that will create a cli-
mate in which everybody feels a greater
investment in success,” Obama said.

Israeli officials, speaking on and off
the record, made it clear that they were
not confident the Palestinians were
ready for direct talks and would not
commit to a deadline.

The sides also spoke of confidence-
building measures. Pressed for
specifics, Obama cited the need for the
Palestinians to further inhibit incite-
ment, and called on Israel to “widen the
scope” of Palestinian security responsi-
bilities in the West Bank, given the
advances that a US-led team has had in
training Palestinian security forces.

In the meetings before and after
lunch, however, Netanyahu and his
team suggested that the Israelis were
not confident enough in the
Palestinians to assume greater security
control in areas outside their current
purview of a handful of cities.

Most tellingly, Obama administration
officials said the peace process and
moving to direct talks was reason No 1
for the Obama-Netanyahu meeting.

Israeli officials placed it a distant
third behind delivering assurances to
Israel that the United States would not
press Israel for nuclear transparency,
and U. assistance in shepherding Israel
past the crisis sparked by Israel’s dead-
ly May 31 raid on an aid flotilla that
aimed to breach Israel’s embargo of the
Gaza Strip.

Still, the Israeli team emerged from
the meetings reassured and even jovial.
The nuclear issue was key.

“The United States will never ask
Israel to take any steps that would
undermine its security interests,”
Obama said, referring to his adminis-
tration’s efforts to get more countries to
abide by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

Israeli officials had raised concerns
after a US-hosted conference in May
concluded with an agreement to consid-
er the issue of Israel. US officials said
later that the issue should only be con-
sidered subsequent to a comprehensive,
permanent peace, which is Israel’s posi-
tion.

The United States and Israel have a
longstanding agreement to maintain
ambiguity on Israel’s nuclear capacity.

Obama-Netanyahu meeting looks
good, but what did they talk about?

President Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meet in the Oval Office of the White House

in Washington, on July 6. (PHOTOGRAPH: AMOS BENGERSHOM/GPO)



RABBI JEREMY ROSEN
NEW YORK

IS ISRAEL’S mission in this world the same
as the role of the Jewish religion? You might
think so, given the way Israel is excoriated
for failing to live up to Jewish ethical stan-
dards. 

The Bible asks of Jews to try to be a holy
nation. Nowhere does it suggest they are
intrinsically better than anybody else. On
the contrary, they are constantly described
as stiff-necked, backsliding incompetents. 

The prophets, in particular, like to talk
about a special relationship between G-d and
Israel. But this relationship was an obliga-
tion most Jews found too demanding. They
kept on failing. Yet miraculously Jews sur-
vived, with their ethical obligations intact.
As they were failing, individuals, prophets,
poets, mystics, and scholars were flourish-
ing and laying the foundation for survival,
even if the nation state itself was doomed.

There is a difference between the individ-
uals who make up the people and its politi-
cal systems, which it adopts and uses like a
hermit crab crawling into whatever history
or the circumstances decree. 

If the Jews ran their affairs as a theocra-
cy, then certainly the people and the moral-
ity would be inseparable. But it hasn’t ever
been that way in Judaism since Moses.
Jewish polity and religion have almost
always been in conflict and as we know
rarely successfully. 

Lord Palmerston is reputed to have said
that Her Majesty’s government does not
have policies, it only has interests. Power
politics is and must be concerned with
power, with doing the best possible to
achieve it, apply it, and retain it. This almost
always involves pragmatism rather than
idealism. 

This does not mean that one cannot be
ethical in politics. But it does mean that if
you are, you will probably not succeed for
very long. The primary role of a state is to
do the best it can for its citizens, only sec-
ondarily to take care of the rest of the
world. If the two coincide, then of course, so
much the better, but as we know it is impos-
sible to get universal agreement on either
ethics or policy. 

Zionism made two ideological mistakes:
Firstly in thinking it could replace Judaism
as an ideology, and secondly that it had
some kind of world mission, a light to the
nations and stuff. But arrogating mystical
concepts to politics is always dangerous, as
Islam proves.

In the 1950s David Ben-Gurion did actual-
ly believe Israel could be an ethical state.
That was why Israel always voted against
apartheid. It wanted to be counted among
the ethical states. But then came rejection.
One country after another simply turned its
back on Israel: John Foster Dulles, De
Gaulle, Stalin, the so-called “non-aligned
states”, and of course the Muslim states. 

Israel had no option but to look for friends
wherever it could find them. This meant
teaming up with South Africa despite
Israel’s consistent pattern of voting against
apartheid at the UN and despite the Nazi
past of many of its Afrikaans leaders. 

Israel justified links with South Africa on
purely pragmatic grounds. After all, Israel
had accepted German reparations despite
Menachem Begin’s moral stand against
them. Now it actually invited Nazi-sympa-
thiser John Vorster to Israel.

In 1986 the chief rabbi of South Africa,
Bernard Casper, and the head of the United
Synagogue of Johannesburg, Hans Saenger,

invited me to Johannesburg to discuss the
possibility of my succeeding Rabbi Casper,
and I spent August with them. 

I had been a supporter of the Anti-
Apartheid Movement since my student
days, and its vice president since my first
rabbinic position in 1968. I wanted to get a
feel of the political situation on the ground. 

Through an old left-wing academic and
media friend, Allan Segal, I was put in
touch with Benjamin Pogrund, who facili-
tated my meeting many of the most signifi-
cant black and Indian opposition leaders of
the time. 

They all advised me against coming if I
intended to speak my mind and said that
they only saw violence ahead. Interesting
how differently things turned out, thanks
to Nelson Mandela. In the end, the negotia-
tions got nowhere. But one repeated mes-
sage I got from the opposition was that feel-
ing ran high against Israel for its support of
the South African racist regime. How far
its support went is the subject of a debate
you can read here.

Israel is accused of giving nuclear infor-
mation to South Africa in “The Unspoken
Alliance: Israel’s Secret Relationship with
Apartheid South Africa”. Interestingly,
others say it was the other way round! 

Several people in the know have rebutted
his claims. Indeed some claim it was South
Africa who helped Israel. But either way,
the fact remains that at that stage Israel
needed allies, and does even today. China,
the up-and-coming power, has an appalling
record of oppressing its own minorities.
But I hear no one saying Israel should not
court China. Everyone else is.

Israel exists in an imperfect world. If it
has lost its idealism, it is because it has no
alternative other then self-immolation. I
regret its loss of innocence, but I don’t
know any state that is innocent. 

Morality and idealism are the realms of
spirit, not of politics. It is fine for states
that are not existentially threatened to pre-
tend to be idealistic, especially if idealism
comes with benefits like oil and money.
Britain only stopped arming South Africa
when it no longer needed to economically.

We all know that Israel is an imperfect
state, along with every other state under
the sun. It is a democracy, which anyway is
a ridiculous system, only marginally better
than most others. 

Actually, I’d always go for a benevolent
dictatorship, if only one could guarantee
the dictator would be both benevolent and
see things my way. In a democracy one can
no more stop extremists simply because
one dislikes their values than they can stop
me expressing mine. 

One has to persuade as many voters as
possible of one’s position. My role as an
individual is to be ethical and to try to
propagate ethical values. But I look to my
state to protect me.

If genuine peace were a serious option in
the Middle East, Israel would be both
morally and politically bankrupt to reject
it. But until we reach a settlement, with
enemies openly and brazenly seeking
Israel’s destruction, survival must be the
priority.

In Jewish religious law if a person wants
to destroy you, even if he threatens to, you
must get there first! That is Jewish ethical
law, and it is usually good politics. But it
does not mean that taking risks for peace
might not be an even better form of defence!

An ethical state can only survive in an
ethical world. An ethical people survives
despite the world.
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WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama
has said he will not press Israel when it
comes to nuclear issues.

"The United States will never ask Israel
to take any steps that would undermine
its security interests," Obama said 
on Tuesday after meeting with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
referring to a conversation they had on
Obama's efforts to have more countries
abide by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

Israeli officials had raised concerns
after a US-hosted conference in May con-

cluded with an agreement to consider the
issue of Israel. US officials later said that
the issue should be considered only sub-
sequent to a comprehensive, permanent
peace, which is Israel's position.

The United States and Israel have a
longstanding agreement to maintain
ambiguity on Israel's nuclear capacity.
Israel is believed to maintain an arsenal
of up to 200 nuclear warheads.

Netanyahu thanked Obama for "re
affirming the longstanding US commit-
ments to Israel on matters of vital strate-
gic importance". (JTA)

OBAMA REAFFIRMS U.S. AMBIGUITY ON ISRAEL NUKES

JERUSALEM - A YouTube video of
Israeli soldiers dancing on a deserted
street in Hebron, has gone viral and may
result in disciplinary action.

The clip shows six soldiers from the
Nahal Brigade in full battle gear walking
down an empty street with the sound of a
muezzin calling Muslims to prayer in the
background.

The soldiers then begin a one-minute
choreographed dance to the Kesha song

"Tik Tok".
The clip was removed Monday by its

original poster, where it was titled
"Israeli soldiers rock the Casbah in
Hebron", but has reappeared on YouTube
as well as on Facebook and other web-
sites.

The soldiers involved are expected to
be punished for inappropriate conduct
during a military operation, Haaretz
reported.

CLIP OF ISRAELI SOLDIERS DANCING GOES VIRAL

Can Israel be an ethical state? 
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She cuts to the heart and soul of her subject;
rock ‘n roll and her two leads are both exhilarat-
ing participants.

Kristen Stewart leaves her “Twilight” image
buried as she unearths new persona. Dakota
Fanning, fast reaching maturity, is absolutely
spellbinding. 

Tatum O’Neill - and I don’t know how many
remember the name - puts in a minute appear-
ance as Cherie’s mother.

The Runaways not only focuses on the sleaze
and innocence of the ‘70s era, but also has rele-
vant things to say about the conflict between
girl-rocker empowerment and managerial
exploitation. Some of the lurid details of the
behind-the-scenes goings on may have been
somewhat sanitised, but there is enough grit to
whet the appetite, especially with the music
where the film is at its most potent.

Overall, The Runaways falls a tad short in
exploring more fully the home life of its central
character, Cherie Currie, on whose autobiogra-
phy. Neon Angel, the film is based, but it never-
theless remains a rewarding experience.

The two were rebellious Southern California
youngsters who cherished the dream of one day
becoming rock stars. Their vision set the tone
for generations of girl bands. Initially, Joan and
Cherie fell under the Svengali-like influence of
rock impresario Kim Fowley (an exceptional
Michael Shannon), whose entrepreneurial
skills and sheer audacity helped shape The
Runaways from a family of misfits into outra-
geous success. 

All the girls in the band were under 19, with
Currie, just shy of 16. When they had their first
taste of fame in Japan, the associated pressures
led Currie to seek solace in alcohol and drugs.
Eventually, unable to cope, she quit the band. 

With its tough-chick image and raw talent, the
group earned a name for itself - and so did its two
leads: Joan was the band’s pure rock ‘n roll heart,
while Cherie, with her Bowie-Bardot looks, was
the sex kitten.

A precious facet of the production is that
Sigimondi refuses to give her film the typical
Hollywood treatment, opting instead to tell the
truth without all the unnecessary frills. 

FELDMAN
ON FILM 
Peter Feldman

PICK OF THE WEEK

The Runaways

Cast: Kristen Stewart, Dakota Fanning,
Michael Shannon, Danielle Riley Keough, Scout
Taylor-Compton, Stella Maeve, Tatum O’Neal 

Director: Floria Sigismondi

Joan Jett and the Blackhearts was one of the
definitive female rock bands; before they took
the world by storm there were The Runaways. 

Director Fiona Sigimondi has fashioned a
gutsy and surprisingly rich biopic about gui-
tarist Joan Jett (Kristen Stewart), her quasi-
lesbian relationship with Cherie Currie
(Dakota Fanning) and how they helped put sex
and rock ‘n roll on the map as The Runaways.

TAPESTRY

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

Baxter Theatre, Cape
Town: “The Girl in the
Yellow Dress”, by Craig
Higginson, directed by
Malcolm Purkey, until July
22, (021) 685-7880.

Gerstein Art, Percelia: By
popular demand, the Football
and Africa exhibition curated
for Art-icle Showcased by
Natalie Knight, has been
extended through July, (011)
887-7660.

Joburg Theatre,
Braamfontein: In the
Mandela, Le Grand Cirque
Fantazie, from July 14, (011)
877-6800. In the People’s
Theatre, “Cinderella”, until
August 1, (011) 403-1563.  

Johannesburg Art Gallery,
Joubert Park: William
Kentridge’s I am not me; The
Horse Is Not Mine, a film
installation based on
Shostakovich’s opera The
Nose, until August 1; Without
Masks, an exhibition of
contemporary Afro-Cuban
art, until August 29, (011) 
725-3130.

Market, Newtown: In the
Barney Simon, Dorothy Ann
Gould and Michael Maxwell
return from Grahamstown
with their searing interpreta-
tion of Fugard’s Hello and
Goodbye, from July 19, (011)
832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, Hats Off, directed
by Alan Swerdlow, until
August 1; and in the Pieter
Toerien, Alan Committie
Defending the Caveman, until
August 1, (011) 511-1988. 

National Children’s
Theatre, Parktown:
Seussical Jnr, directed by
Joyce Levinsohn, until July
17, (011) 484-1563.

Old Mutual Theatre on
the Square, Sandton: The
Magic Drum And Other
Tales, by Litzy Katz for kids,
until July 10; also until July
10, Convincing Carlos a soc-
cer comedy directed by 
Craig Morris. On July 13,
Dan Clancy’s The
Timekeepers, directed by Lee
Gilat opens for a two-week
season. The Friday
lunchtime concerts resume
this week, with lieder and
opera favourites performed
by mezzo soprano Aukse
Trinkunis and pianist Olga
Tshhakavelli on July 9, and 
a recital by Michael Watt
(piano) and Kristel Birkholtz
(violin) on July 16, (011) 
883-8606.

RCHCC, Oaklands: An exhi-
bition of paintings by Anton
Uys and André Naudé until
July 18, (011) 728-8088.

Standard Bank Gallery,
Johannesburg:
“Halakasha”, a soccer exhibi-
tion, curated by Fiona
Rankin-Smith, until July 17,
(011) 631-1889.

ROBYN SASSEN 

VETERAN ACTOR Gordon
Mulholland, an icon in theatre
since 1961, passed away last
Wednesday night in East London.
He was 89. Well-beloved by the
industry, Mulholland was remem-
bered with warmth by Annabel
Linder and Sam Sklair.

A well-known face on local TV
soapies “The Villagers” and
“Westgate” - in which case the char-
acter, Wayne Bartlett was written
for him - Mulholland performed in
hundreds of stage plays, and was a
major contributor to film and radio. 

“By his friends he was loved; the
public adored him,” Linder com-
ments. “Gordon was the alpha and
omega of South African theatre. He
was picky about his friends: He did
not give his friendship liberally;
when he did, it was for life.

“When Gordon turned 80, close
friends Adrian Steed and Cyril
Green hosted a show for him at
Caesar’s Palace: everyone in the
industry came to celebrate him.” 

Born in 1921, Gordon had a diffi-
cult childhood. He never studied
formally and never actually matric-
ulated. His mother, Nell, from
London’s east end was the family’s
sole breadwinner. “She was the
chief usherette in Cape Town’s
Alhambra theatre,” Linder recalls.
Sadly, she was forced to give him up
to Nazareth House, when she was
unable to care for him financially.

“He met his first fiancée, Muff
Evans while he was in the entertain-
ment corps in the Second World War,
doing music hall and stand-up come-
dy routines. She was a tap dancer. 

“His mother ended the affair.
Gordon was a real ladies’ man, but
two wives, at least three fiancées and
many girlfriends later, while he lived
life as he wanted to, he died alone. He
was very vain,” Linder comments.
“He was good looking; young girls
adored him. After his second divorce,
he often jocularly said: ‘The girl I will
marry hasn’t been born yet.’ 

“In 1961,” Linder recalls, “I was in
a musical at London’s Windmill
Theatre, with Hope Calvert,
Gordon’s first wife, a fan dancer.
One evening, Hope invited the cast to
her home for a party. It was there
that I met Diane Wilson (later
Gordon’s second wife) and Gordon. 

“We went through so much togeth-
er. Gordon had such a wicked sense
of humour. He had this terrible
knack of making performers
‘corpse’ on stage” - a theatre concept
describing when an actor breaks

character during a scene by laugh-
ing, or by causing another cast
member to laugh. 

“It was terrifying. In one
instance in a play called ‘The
Tender Trap’, he was meant to be
showing everyone a map, which
we all had to look at with great
seriousness, but one night he
brought out a very colourful dia-
gram of diseases of the penis,
instead. We were finished!”

Mulholland was a great impro-
viser. “In ‘What About Love’, he had
to do a Spanish dance routine.
Sandy Dyer, the instructor spent
hours teaching him. And then he
just busked - he ignored everything
she’d taught; what he did was won-
derful,” she chuckles.

Mulholland’s health deteriorated
after two strokes; increasing frailty
led him to relocate to his son’s
home. After some time in hospital,
he returned home, where he passed
away in his sleep. He is survived by
his sons, Sean, Matthew and Jamie
and their families. 

• A memorial will be held for
Mulholland at St Columbus
Church, Parkview, July 14, 14:30.

Halakasha! edited by Fiona
Rankin-Smith, published by Wits

Art Museum, Johannesburg. R200.

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

ARGUABLY the finest and most
thought provoking exhibition in
South Africa’s galleries to engage
with the Fifa World Cup, the
Halakasha! exhibition, curated by
Fiona Rankin-Smith, is accompa-
nied by a book which straddles
“exhibition catalogue” and stand-
alone publication poetically. 

It’s a trigger to World Cup memo-
ries that will not take up a lot of
shelf space, and doesn’t make a
noise, but it will do all the things
that a makarapa or a plastic
vuvuzela will, to your emotional
equilibrium and nostalgia muscles.

Nudging home-made soccer
paraphernalia over into art-aware-
ness, Rankin-Smith has been
researching these pieces and soccer
fan culture for over a decade; in this
anthology of 12 essays, she cements
a meaningful relationship between
two ostensibly diverse focuses, and
yielding fresh engagement with the
phenomenon of the beautiful game.

The book examines the art of
branding oneself, using terms like
“trademark accessories”, even
offering a tongue-in-cheek reflec-
tion on roots of the vuvuzela. 

Rankin-Smith kicks off with an
explanation of the ambit of objects
on show, from sculptures, to muti;

watercolours to political memora-
bilia; including badges hand-made
on Robben Island indicating soccer
team affiliation, and magnificent
photographs from the Bailey
History Archives (formerly Drum).

In a succinct and lively essay,
Phillip Bonner documents the tra-
jectory of the sport and its associa-
tions, from an informal pastime in
the late 1880s to an organised sport,
which rendered it “a political battle-
ground” by the late 1920s. He
describes the closeness of the rela-
tionship between teams and sup-
porters, not only ideologically but
also in terms of ritual. He speaks of
the historical intimacy of the game,
where fans would crowd on touch-
lines. 

Neighbouring this essay is an
interview Rankin-Smith conducted
with Leepile Taunyane, life presi-
dent of the South African Premiere
Soccer League. This comprehensive
reflection on the politics and poetics

of soccer’s transition from informal
to formal organization, is yielded. 

The book is also a wonderful plat-
form for projects that haven’t a voice
in the exhibition, including Hannah
le Roux’s Pitch - an installation of
216 aerial photographs of soccer
fields in South Africa, and Turf, a
project created on local and interna-
tional fields based on anamorphic
perspectives by Bonita Alice.

Jonny Steinberg writes on what it
was like growing up as a six-year-old
sibling to a 12-year-old Liverpool fan.
It demonstrates how the soccer love
grew under his skin and in his heart,
in spite of his homosexuality, which
seemed for him for years, to embar-
rass his love for soccer. In doing so,
Steinberg offers a spin on the per-
ceived hetero-norms promulgated by
the sport. 

There follows a thoughtful, mov-
ing essay by Eric Worby. This autobi-
ographical account of Johannesburg
soccer offers quietly articulated

insight into the rough ugly under-
belly of soccer machinations
wrapped in an understanding of
xenophobia. It gives Worby’s
anthropological focus a clear-head-
ed humanity and heart.

Chapters are interspersed with
images from the exhibition, many of
them carrying sonic reflections
bringing understanding of the levi-
ty soccer brought to the lives of men
like Oliver Tambo and Yusuf Dadoo,
while they were political prisoners.

The square-format book is print-
ed on an off-white matt paper. While
this adds to the integrity of the pub-
lication as a whole, it is hurt by the
the images being printed with too
dark a register. 

Halakasha! the book, does not,
however, profess to an exhibition
record: in its own capacity, it will
make your heart sing. 

• Halakasha! the exhibition is at
Standard Bank Gallery Johannes-
burg until July 17, (011) 631-1889.

Johannes Segogela’s “Nkosi Sikekele” (1996), a group of 17 solemn soccer players and their accompanying

dignitaries in wood and paint. (PHOTOGRAPH BY WAYNE OOSTHUIZEN)

Be still, a great man has passed

Gordon Mulholland. (PHOTOGRAPH

BY MORNE VAN ZYL, COURTESY

WWW.BIRDONAWIRE.CO.ZA)

Nudging soccer paraphernalia into art awareness
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Zoo City by Lauren Beukes
(Jacana, R148)

For Zinzi, life in Johannesburg is a
daily trauma. With a drug habit, a
slum for a home and a precarious
existence operating a 419 scam,
there is little going for her. 

However, she does have a talent
for finding lost things (and people),
so when a local pop celebrity goes
missing, she is hired by his reclu-
sive music producer to find him.
Except that what Zinzi hoped
would be a ticket out of her dead-
end existence only leads her fur-
ther into the city’s squalid heart,
its violence, misfits, racial tensions
and most desperate inhabitants. 

A hybrid between a thriller and a
confessional novel, this is a zany,
vibrant take on contemporary
South Africa from a singularly tal-
ented young writer.   

Rescuing Olivia by Julie Frampton
(Pan Macmillan, R295)

For Olivia Mayfield, moving to
Florida from her native New
England, has offered an escape
from her controlling boyfriend
and wealthy, megalomanic father.
And when she meets Anders
Erickson - a gentle, but shiftless
biker, who represents the antithe-
sis of all the values with which
she has been raised - the attrac-
tion is instant. 

But after the pair are involved in
a road accident, Mayfield disap-
pears from hospital - leaving
Erickson to explain her disappear-
ance to her enraged father. 

In a race against time, the
younger man stumbles upon
many aspects of his lover’s trau-
matic past and his secrets which
her family would prefer remain
buried. This book is light, but
racy escapism.

50 Ways to Make Google Love
Your Website by Steve Johnston

and Liam McGee (Random House
Struik, R145)

Any entrepreneurial start-up
(or, for that matter, established
organisation) should by now be
savvy to the mighty potential of
online marketing and branding,
and the incomparable penetra-
tion offered by Internet-related
technologies. 

This book offers practical,
sensible and cogent guidelines
to making your business 
website reflect your company
and services in the most com-
pelling light possible, and
attracting a dedicated con-
sumer base through that medi-
um. It also explains how to
maximise your listing on
Google, the world’s primary
search engine. An essential
business resource.

Made for Goodness by Desmond
Tutu (Random House Struik, R219)

While this polemic by Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu approach-
es faith from the Christian point of
view, its fundamental pillars are
remarkably similar to - and fully as
beautiful as - Judaism’s own atti-
tude towards the G-d/man relation-
ship, humility versus hubris, the
point at which belief demands inter-
vention in addressing social injus-
tice and, above all, the inherently
moral impulse in human beings. 

Moreover, there are many issues
in which the two religions echo
each other and many dilemmas
posing the same challenges to their
followers. 

In chapters like “Where is G-d
When we Fail?” and “Why Does G-d
Let us Sin?”, Tutu writes passion-
ately and persuasively of his own
spiritual moorings and the role faith
has played in his life both as a polit-
ical activist and a man of the cloth. 

The book offers a very valuable
insight into the principles guiding
this outspoken and most ardent of
clerics, and - by proxy - into our own

relationships with G-d. Highly rec-
ommended.

Starting Over by Andy Serwer
(Time Books, price on request,

ISBN: 13: 978-1-60320-160-5)

Subtitled “Why the Last Decade
was so Damn Rotten and Why the
Next One Will Surely be Better”,
this book offers a startling, but
rewarding, oversight of the events
that eroded socio-economic pillars
around the globe over the past 10
years, why they happened and how
America (and the rest of the free
world) can recover from them
stronger and wiser than before. 

Serwer provides crucial perspec-
tive on upheavals such as 9/11 and
the rise of fundamentalist Islamic
terrorism, the Enron collapse, cli-
matic disasters like Hurricane
Katrina and the wars with both
Iraq and Afghanistan, showing
how a virulent combination of
arrogance, ignorance and aggres-
sion has clouded these issues
among US statesmen and business-
men, and, in many cases, actually
expedited them. Inspiring reading.

ROBYN SASSEN

ONE OF the prime initiators of
funding in the arts, Phillip Stein,
died last week in Johannesburg
at the age of 83. 

“He was the rock behind every-
thing that the Dance Umbrella
stands for,” artistic director of
the Dance Umbrella, Georgina
Thomson explained, adding that
Stein was responsible for giving
the CNA Literary Awards, found-
ed in 1962; the Vita Awards,
which supported theatre, art and
craft; and the Dance Umbrella,
life. 

“This little man who vied away
from the limelight, single-hand-
edly raised the money to run all
these projects nationally. In
Dance Umbrella’s first year, it
seemed too great a risk for any-
one to fund; Phillip funded it per-
sonally.

“He was a most inspiring man
who let me do what I wanted in
developing Dance Umbrella to be
as good as it could. He was the
one who got the money, making
sure the art could happen.

“In a very adventurous time
for contemporary dance, Phillip
enabled me to fly,” she added.
“So many dancers who cut their
teeth on Dance Umbrella are
today internationally respected.
They have Phillip to thank for
this.” 

Stein forged these values at
home too. His daughter Penny
concurred: “Both my parents
had an innate way of honing in to
our skills and letting us bloom
and blossom.

“We always used to joke that
Phillip had nine lives,” she said.
“He had so many passions - for
the arts, and for people in the
arts - the downtrodden and those
who had no voice.” He suffered
indifferent health, but ultimately
had a full and rich life.

Malcolm Purkey, artistic direc-

tor of the Market Theatre, who
was his son-in-law, remembers
Stein defining himself as an “old
fox”. “He was cunning in getting
what he wanted, and that was
funding for the arts. He was able
to articulate very well the rela-
tionship between arts and busi-
ness. He was a very remarkable
man - I met him when I was just
in my 20s; he was convalescing at
the time. He bade me sit at the
foot of his bed - on the floor, actu-
ally - where he read to me from
Freud! 

“An artist, an intellectual, a
self-made and self-taught man,
he will be so sorely missed, by his
family and the industry,” he
added. 

The son of Lithuanian emi-
grants, Stein was born in 1926 in
Piketberg in the Cape. His family
moved to Turffontein in
Johannesburg in the mid-’40s. He
studied history and music at Wits
University and worked at
Hillbrow’s Vanguard bookshop,
later establishing Pilgrim’s
Booksellers.

“When he was in his sixties, he
had a heart attack,” Thomson
recalled. “Recuperating from by-
pass surgery, he established the

idea of a series of theatre
awards, mooted as the Vita Arts
Awards, which he sold to AA
Mutual Life - and later to the
FNB. 

“Dance Umbrella was born
under this aegis in 1987. Phillip
was never acknowledged by the
industry, as he should have been;
the acknowledgement he did get
came from the pleasure he had in
watching artists succeed. 

“He never expressed pride in
what he was doing for himself: it
was always manifest in the
immense satisfaction he had at
what was being performed on
stage. 

“He was amazingly generous
and had the mature perspective
to let Dance Umbrella go where it
was supposed to. If not for
Phillip, none of these arts proj-
ects would have happened. It’s
the end of an era,” said
Thomson. 

Stein succumbed to Alzhei-
mers, two weeks after his wife of
60 years, Shirley passed away;
tragically two years after they
lost their eldest daughter, Pippa.
He is survived by four children:
Paul, Peter, Pamela and Penny,
and seven grandchildren.   

Phillip Stein,

the man who

gave Dance

Umbrella life.
(PHOTOGRAPH

BY ROBERT

BOTHA)

Phillip Stein, tireless patron of the arts, passes on
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IN ACCUSING me of factual inaccura-
cies and intellectual sleight of hand in
my previous column (Barbaric Yawp), Dr
Ashton Emery supplies just one alleged
example of this, namely that contrary to
my assertion, Jerusalem in the mid-19th
century did not have a Jewish majority. 

In fact Karl Marx (of all people!) testi-
fied to this fact, writing in the New York
Daily Tribune of April 15, 1854 that the
city’s population of around 15 500 com-
prised about 8 000 Jews. Marx had visited
Jerusalem the previous year. 

Elsewhere in Israel, while pogroms,
plague, poverty and even the occasional
earthquake caused sharp fluctuations in
the population, the Jewish presence dur-
ing the exile period was often surprisingly
substantial in certain areas. In Safed, for
example, it has been estimated at around
30 000 during the late 17th century. 

To clarify why I put the term
“Palestinian” in inverted commas, some-
thing to which Emery evidently takes
strong exception, this is not because I
deny the reality of a distinct national
grouping of that name, but because the

very term “Palestine” is abhorrent to
me, given its history. 

It was the name given to the region by
the conquering Romans as a way of
obliterating any memory of its Jewish
past and was simply adapted by the
Arab invaders when they colonised it six
centuries later. It all reminds me of how
under apartheid, Sophiatown was
renamed “Triomf” after its black resi-
dents had been forcibly removed.

Finally, I am genuinely intrigued by
Emery’s contention that there are some
half a billion (!) natives of Mexico and
Canada who wish to return to their
homeland. I am not aware that the
Spanish in Mexico and Anglo-French in
Canada drove out the native population
when conquering those countries. 

Where exactly are all these people
today if not in their countries of origin?
I’d welcome Dr Emery’s clarification on
that score. He can reply to me at
david@beyachad.co.za 

David Saks 
Johannesburg

and back again during my lunch-hour a few
times a month for three years!

Without the documentation and informa-
tion provided by the Beyachad Library, I
would have had great difficulty with my
Judaica studies.

It will be a sad day if the Beyachad Library
is closed and the historical and other informa-
tion it contains is no longer available to the
Jewish community of Johannesburg.

Rosanne Price
Johannesburg

I HAVE been most distressed to read the cor-
respondence in the Jewish Report relating to
the proposed closure of the Beyachad
Library.

Some 10 years ago I obtained a BA degree
from Unisa, with a distinction in Judaica. This
was accomplished due to the availability of
resources and material housed in the
Beyachad Library and the assistance of its
efficient and helpful librarians, who arranged
for photocopies to be made (at my request),
which I then collected.  

I used to drive from Parktown to Beyachad

JEWISH REPORT IS ACCUSED OF ‘LEFTIST’ VIEWS AND REPORTING
The real imbalance of the Jewish Report is

an unwillingness to hear the pro-Israel voice.
We hear a lot about the “warts” and very lit-
tle about “and all”. I don’t see how you can
devote the main headlines and various edito-
rials with what’s wrong with Israel and
describe its leaders as nearly demonic people
and then at the end of it say “I’m a great
friend of Israel” and “espouse the Zionist
cause” and “we love Israel warts and all”.
You state that “our love for and loyalty to
Israel has never been in question”.

The Jewish Report is certainly being ques-
tioned now!

In fact I challenge the Jewish Report to
have a referendum among its readers
whether they prefer a pro-Israel and at least
a more fair and balanced reporting, or a con-
tinuation of the same vilification of Israel
from every possible angle that we normally
get from the world’s press, now also added to
by the Jewish Report.

Max Rom
Melrose, Johannesburg

Our articles on Israel are not “always” written
by Leslie Susser. Our writers include David
Saks, Isi Leibler, Leslie Susser, Ron Kampeas,
Dennis Davis and many others, which spans
the spectrum. 

Like all newspapers of integrity, we mirror
diverse views from all persuasions; this does
not mean we agree with all the views expressed
in our paper. 

Criticising Peter Beinart is the letter
writer’s prerogative, but I fail to see what this
has got to do with making this paper “leftist”
or whatever our letter writer wants to call us,
since we have never commented on Peter
Beinart. - Editor

IF THE Jewish Report is not “leftist” as the
editor claims, then why are his articles on
Israel always written by left-leaning journal-
ists like Leslie Susser and never by right-lean-
ing ones like Caroline Glick?

Peter Beinart is the great liberal hope of the
less extreme anti-Israel leftists. That is those
who claim to be pro-Israel even as they attack
it viciously. Beinart is an Israel critic whose
views suggest that the best way to get to the
magical Israel everybody wants to have, is by
weakening its support among “pro-Israel”
folks, or at least temper it so that they don’t,
heaven forbid, forget to mention all of its fail-
ings.  

This in turn, will lead to a diminution of
American and the American public’s support
for Israel, thus weakening Israel and forcing
it to come to some sort of agreement and
peace with the Arabs. In other words, it’s all
Israel’s fault.

Beinart and his leftist cohorts live in a 
bubble and have no idea of the forces attack-
ing Israel - there is simply an ocean of anti-
Israel activism and rhetoric. These people
have decided to join the unholy alliance of the
Left and the Islamists who seek to destroy
Israel.  

Sure, Beinart will protest that he loves
Israel and wants it to survive and thrive, but
there is no question that the people on his side
are those who don’t see things that way. The
joke, which is apparently lost on the cadres of
well-meaning leftists, is that the other side is
actually supporting the erasure of the liberal
democracy of Israel and its replacement with
another Muslim country.  

Their vision for Israel is a nightmare when
compared to the values Beinart and his col-
leagues hold dear and yet these are their part-
ners in crime.

SA DID HERSELF PROUD WITH THIS WORLD CUP 
We have reason to be proud. Of our sta-

diums, of our police force, our services
staff in and outside the stadiums, of the
fan miles (Cape Town centre to Green
Point was awesome) and fan parks. 

The way we welcomed our visitors
knocked them off their feet; our hospitali-
ty shone bright.

The world watched on TV and read in
their newspapers of the safe, clean, organ-
ised, efficient, hospitable, friendly and fun
place South Africa really is.

The answers to the questions posed
above, are simple. It’s up to you and me,
each and every one of us, to ensure that
the beauty of what we are living through,
continues. 

Ordinary people, everyday folk like us,
have the power to ensure that we will
revert to a “new normal” after July 11. 

A smile for a stranger, a kind word to a
colleague, helping someone less fortunate
than ourselves... Do this every day and the
SWC spirit will continue. 

And yes, when you feel the need for a
boost, blow a vuvuzela! What a wonderful
time to be living in South Africa. Ke nako,
these words have new meaning now.

Marco van Embden
Cape Town

SITTING AT my desk in Mouille Point,
overlooking the Green Point Stadium in
Cape Town and reflecting on the experi-
ence of this Fifa World Cup, I feel com-
pelled to write a few words.

Fellow South Africans are asking:
“How can we continue the amazing time
we are enjoying?” “It’s a pity we have
such poor leadership in our government.”
“We will go back to normal after the
World Cup.”

Well, if we really analyse the success of
these past three to four weeks in our
country, it’s because each and every one
of us, black, coloured, Indian and white,
rich poor, old and young, have stood
together as one nation, first in support of
Bafana Bafana, then in support of other
African teams, and then in support of
whichever team we choose to adopt.

But through all of these games, we have
stood together as proud South Africans,
in support of the land we all love so dear-
ly and in different ways.

Our excitement is palpable and our vis-
itors from many countries in the world
have seen and felt the true heartbeat of
South Africa.

This is the success of the Fifa World
Cup. And it cannot be measured in any
amount of billions of rands. 

ONE-DIMENSIONAL SOCCER SCENARIO SCORES AN OWN GOAL
IT’S PRETTY obvious why we don’t
shape in soccer, even though we did
exceptionally well in the World Cup.
The Bafana Bafana team composition is
virtually one dimensional in the selec-
tion process. 

Our rugby code was blasted like crazy
because of (lack of) transformation. We
have come a long way as the Rugby
World Champions due to a good mix of
talented players across the board, but
until such time that we integrate our

football structures and bring in versatile
and skilful players from the various other
races, you can rest assured that our beau-
tiful sport will stagnate and we will con-
tinually be blown off-sides and will per-
petually and sadly be known as the also
rans. 

So, please lads, strive for the best and
make scoring goals your ultimate goal.

Barney Segal
Johannesburg

LESS AMUSEMENT AND MORE FOCUS OF CONTENT NEEDED BY FINN
ALLOW ME to apologise to Professor
Stephen Finn for any offence he may
have taken from my response to his letter
on the subject of criticising Israel, but I
suggest that had he been a little less
amused by its contents and more focused
on its message, he would have noticed
that my criticisms were directed not at
him personally but at the three people he
lauded, namely (Ronnie) Kasrils,
(Jonathan) Shapiro and (Mr Justice
Richard) Goldstone. 

Finn states that his views on the issue
are “meaningful discourse” while the
opposing view is “blinkered in seeing
only one aspect of the bigger picture!”
The three men in question, as he and oth-
ers know well, have been pilloried and
condemned for their anti-Israel views
and opinions, by numerous respectable
mainstream Jewish organisations and
prominent Jewish historians and ana-
lysts, both locally and internationally. 

I believe it is fair to say that their only

support has come from the political left, the
secular and the non-religious Jewish con-
stituency. I therefore challenge Finn to
quote me any examples to the contrary.

Despite my “lack of understanding” of
these so-called intellectuals, it certainly
appears that I share the same sentiments
and the same conclusions as many respect-
ed Jewish thinkers and writers.

The fact that Finn is “bored” by the
attacks on Goldstone and Shapiro, in no
way detracts from the validity of the cases
against them, nor against their unashamed
records of anti-Israeli bias.

When one is unable to convince the oppo-
sition through a logical argument of the
facts, it is typical and trite to dismiss the
opposing view as bigotry. Unfortunately, in
their view of the “bigger picture” for the
Jewish people, these individuals, would G-d
forbid, cause the end of the State of Israel. 

Howard Yuter 
Pretoria

SAKS’ FACTS AND THOSE OF EMERY, DON’T TALLY

IT WAS with absolute horror that I was
advised by a friend who teaches at a “frum”
school, that prior to the Fifa World Cup tourna-
ment, the teachers were all instructed that
they were under no circumstances permitted
to discuss, or even mention the world’s great-
est sporting event! Their protestations regard-
ing educational opportunities went unheeded,
with the reason given that they would be “glo-
rifying” sport.

When I later offered a ticket to a match to my
10-year-old grandson who attends another
“religious” school, I was surprised when he
said that he didn’t want to go. An SMS from my
daughter not to tell him about the tickets until
his dad had had an opportunity to tell him that
it was okay to attend the soccer, confirmed my
worst fears. Their rabbi/principal had also
spoken to the pupils and teachers at their
school about the “evils” of the World Cup!

Happily, my grandson attended (the game)
and enjoyed the match and the wonderful vibe
with his parents and brother, but he has admit-

WORLD CUP? WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT!
ted that he could not share his excitement and
experience with any of his classmates or teach-
ers. The conflict that he experienced must have
been agonising. One is not “glorifying” sport by
participating in a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty and event; one is perhaps rather celebrating
excellence. 

Excellence in any activity or profession is
something to be celebrated. To excel at any-
thing requires commitment and dedication -
attributes that should be encouraged. 

And what a wasted opportunity to make both
history and geography come “alive” by learn-
ing, inter alia, of the culture and customs of the
32 participating countries! 

Well done to Torah Acadamy and Yiddish
Folk, as well as the other Jewish day schools
which taught their pupils so much about other
communities during this exciting period in
South Africa.

Lynne Raphaely
Sandton

I READ with interest Justin Bachmann’s letter
in Jewish Report where he refers to “Mr
Bloch’s Stork Club in De Villiers Street in the
1940s” 

The “Mr Bloch” was my late father, Ivor
Bloch, who also had the Log Cabin, Churchills
and Dorchester Clubs in Johannesburg. 

I would be pleased to hear from anybody who
remembers the Stork Club etc and what their

WHO CAN REMEMBER THE STORK CLUB IN JOHANNESBURG?
memories were.

Barry Bloch
Toronto, Canada
barrybloch2003@yahoo.com

PS: I have just returned from the incredible
World Cup in South Africa. What a show,
organisation and beautiful stadiums!

GILA (GAIL) Eades is asked to  please contact her mother urgently on tel. (011) 643-4954.

LOOKING FOR... 

LOOKING FOR GILA (GAIL) EADES
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David at King David Linksfield and the
African Art Fortnight exhibition, headed

by one of the doyens of
the South African art
scene, Natalie Knight. 

The efficacy of the web-
site was in large part
ensured by the enthusias-
tic buy-in of the interna-
tional Jewish media,
which gave it extensive
coverage. Feature articles
on South African Jewry
and their World Cup
involvement appeared in
the German, Argentinean,
Israeli and Mexican
media, in addition to that
of English-speaking coun-
tries like Australia and the
UK. All in all, it has been a

resoundingly successful outreach and
bridge-building exercise. 

Jewish2010 has spawned its own dis-
tinctive memorabilia, such as the
“Amajuda Makarapa” and a colourful
fixture chart that has proved highly pop-
ular in our community. Now we are in
the process of auctioning, on the above
website, an especially interesting piece of
memorabilia, a Chelsea jersey signed by
all members of the Chelsea football
team. It was generously donated by
Chelsea Football Club owner Roman
Abramowich, and all proceeds will go to
a deserving local charity. Anyone inter-
ested in owning a piece of footballing his-
tory and at the same time contributing to
a worthy cause is cordially invited to
make a bid online. 

YEARS OF intensive
preparations went into
hosting the World Cup.
During this last month,
South Africa has reaped
the fruits of those
efforts. In our own mod-
est way, we too have
reaped the rewards of
our prior hard work
through witnessing the
multiple blooming of our
Jewish 2010 project. 

A central aim of this
initiative was simply to be
of service to the many
Jewish visitors who
would be here for the
tournament. We wanted to make it as
easy as possible for them to access any
Jewish communal facilities they might
need, as well as services of a more gener-
al nature, such as accommodation and
transport. 

Through the special website we set up -
jewish2010.com - everything a Jewish vis-
itor might conceivably be interested in
was readily accessible. During the World
Cup, our offices have regularly been con-
tacted by people seeking further details
on shuls and shul services, home hospi-
tality, kosher establishments, accommo-
dation and even, in one case, finding a
shidduch! 

The website has further fulfilled its
promise as a conduit to communal events.
The latter include the pre-match daven-
ing and get-togethers at the Lions Shul
just up the road from Ellis Park, Fete

Through ‘Jewish
2010’, of service to
all Jewish visitors Sisulu Environmental Centre in Mamelodi.  

Keynote speaker was former South African
President and Nobel Peace Prize laureate, FW
de Klerk, who addressed the capacity audience
on South Africa, its past, present and future.

This was a unique experience not only for the
players but for the Jewish community, who
were privileged to see in action the amazing
camaraderie between young Israelis and
Palestinians transcending factional conflicts
and interacting and co-operating equally and
independently.

Team trainers Israeli Tami Hay Sagiv and
Palestinian Sulaiman Khatib, described the
problems they had confronted and solved in
order to reach this point; and Sulaiman spoke of
how, despite having spent 10 years in an Israeli
prison, he was now totally committed to bring-
ing young Israelis and Palestinians together in a
sporting arena.  

Thirty two teams of young players came to
South Africa: the only team privately hosted
was the Peace Team, who were overwhelmed by
community warmth and hospitality. This team
showed clearly that Israelis and Palestinians
can live, work and play together in harmony and
friendship; that they can overcome the obstacles
that so many politicians cannot; and that the
prospects for a shared and amicable lifestyle for
the benefit of both peoples, are not unattainable.  

The Peace Team participants are part of a
group of some 1 500 youngsters who meet regu-
larly under the umbrella of the Peres Centre for
Peace.  

They are the future; they are the leaders of
tomorrow; and they are the ones who we hope
will pave the way to a peaceful solution in the
Middle East.  

Congratulations from all of us at the SAZF to
the JNF’s Amber Cummins and Laura Siegel,
organisers of this superb, unique and ground-
breaking evening. 

AT THE same time as the amazing Fifa World
Cup tournament has been hosted with such
incredible success throughout South Africa, Fifa
also hosted the Football for Hope Festival 2010
during which 32 teams of young soccer players
representing the power of the game for social
change, met on soccer fields in Alexandra town-
ship north of Johannesburg.

Football for Hope is Fifa’s social responsibility
arm that seeks to uplift areas of social challenge
through the game.  

Most of the teams come from conflict areas
around the world, and have in no small measure
contributed to real and meaningful change in
their own, and other, disadvantaged communi-
ties.

For us, the most exciting part of this festival
was the arrival of the “Peace Team”, a combined
team of Israeli and Palestinian teenagers playing
together under the auspices of the Jaffa-based
Peres Centre for Peace and the Ramallah-based
Al-Quds for Democracy and Dialogue.  

According to the organisers, the teenagers
often play in Sderot, scene of many thousands of
rockets fired at random from Gaza; and together,
when the warning sirens sound, these young-
sters from diverse cultures run for cover into the
bomb shelter adjoining the soccer field.

Eight Israeli and Palestinian young men and
women comprised this team, all graduates of the
Peres Centre for Peace’s “Twinned Peace Sport
Schools” programme; and for all, it was their
first visit to South Africa.  

Eager to present this group to the community,
the JNF, under the auspices of their new “One
Tree One Goal” campaign, organised a most suc-
cessful evening auction event to raise funds for
the programme in Israel and the JNF’s Walter

Ringing social change
in a small way
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