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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
EKEV
Rabbi Yossy Goldman,
Sydenham Highlands
North Shul

MUCH HAS been said and written
about the galut mentality, the sub-
servience felt by generations of
Jews living in the Diaspora. 

As second-class citizens for so
many generations in Eastern
Europe and in the Arab countries,
Jews, allegedly, came to lose their
self-esteem. Finally, in our own
time, the old ghetto Jew would be
replaced with a proud, strong, inde-
pendent Israeli. No more would
Moshke the Jew cower before his
Poretz, the country squire. Jews
would now walk tall. 

In our parsha, Moses reminds his
people never to forget that it was 
G-d who took them out of Egypt
and who led them through the
wilderness into the Promised Land.
And he describes the wilderness as
that great and awesome desert. 

The wilderness before we reach
the Promised Land represents the
state of exile. And the problem with
this wilderness is that we are
impressed with it. In our eyes it is
great. The big, wide world out there
is great, powerful, impressive and
all too overwhelming to the Jew. 

We forget that the real galut men-
tality is not necessarily living in a
ghetto, but considering the non-
Jewish world to be so great. The
real exile is the exile within, the

still care what they say? If we are
convinced that justice and morality
are with us, then it shouldn’t bother
us what others may say. 

If they have a problem with an
Israel that can defend itself and
stand up and fight its own battles,
then that’s their problem, not ours.
We will do what we need to do. 

Why should I respect a world that
has so lost its moral bearings that
genocide in Darfur goes unnoticed
and the most immoral country on
the globe is an Israel that defends its
civilian population from rocket
attacks? 

Why should we be intimidated by
a world that smiles upon state-spon-
sored terrorism while heaping
abuse upon us? Why does it still
pain us when we hear them say we
are guilty of disproportionate
responses and excessive force? Why
do we suffer anxiety attacks every
time the United Nations condemns
us? 

The answer is because the big,
wide world is the wilderness we live
in. And that wilderness is perceived
by us as great and awesome. And as
long as a corrupt, hypocritical”,
morally bankrupt world impresses
us we will continue to be demor-
alised by its negative opinion of us.

So know, Jew, that there is noth-
ing whatsoever to be impressed
with - that this world is nothing but
a wilderness and a moral wilder-

exile inside our own heads and
hearts. 

When we attach so much signifi-
cance to the outside world, then we
are still living in a state of exile and
with a galut mindset no matter
where we may be geographically. 

And once we start attaching
greatness to this wilderness, our
sense of self-worth is further erod-
ed and we begin considering this
wilderness not only great but also
awesome, even terrifying.

But why? What is so great and
awesome about this outside world,
about this wilderness? Why does
what the non-Jewish world think
so unsettle us? Why do we get so
upset, so disturbed by what the
world’s media says about us? Why
does a cartoonist’s poison pen dis-
tress us so?

The new Israel was supposed to
be different. No more weakness, no
more cowardice, gone with the old
world syndromes. So why do we

What will the world say? 
July 30/19 Av

July 31/20 Av

Ekev

Starts Ends

17:23 18:14 Johannesburg

17:47 18:41 Cape Town

17:05 17:57 Durban

17:25 18:17 Bloemfontein

17:19 18:12 Port Elizabeth

17:11 18:05 East London

LESLIE HARRIS

“A PASUL sefer Torah, one which
can no longer be used, has a great
message for us,” Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein said in
Johannesburg this week.

The chief rabbi was speaking at
a ceremony in the Sandringham
Gardens Shul where 12 sifrei
Torah, which were pasul (unus-
able) and could not be repaired in
South Africa, were handed to
Rabbi Yochanan Chayut, the rabbi
of El Al, to be transported to Israel.
El Al transported the sifrei Torah
for free.

The chief rabbi explained that
a sefer Torah became pasul even
if only one letter became
smudged over time so that it was
illegible. Even though we knew
what the word was supposed to
be, that one mistake rendered the
sefer Torah unusable, even if it

was the only one the community
owned.

“The Torah is more than a book, it
is the word of Hashem, so every let-
ter is precious,” the chief rabbi said.
“If there is a mistake, it is no longer
the word of Hashem.”

He said that if one could use a
Torah with mistakes, there was the
danger that the errors would never
be repaired and over time more and
more mistakes would creep in to the
text.

The chief rabbi said it was amaz-
ing to realise that every Jewish com-
munity in the world had the same
sefer Torah. Not allowing a Torah to
be used if there was a mistake,
ensured that all sifrei Torah con-
tained the authentic word of
Hashem.

He also paid tribute to Rabbi
Moshe Kurtstag (rosh Beth Din) for
being one of the “doers” in the com-
munity and finding a way for the

damaged sifrei Torah to be used.
The sifrei Torah had been given

to the Chevrah Kadisha for safe-
keeping by shuls that had closed
down. Four years ago a sofer exam-
ined the sifrei Torah and said that
not only were they pasul, but that
they could not be repaired.

The Gemara teaches that these
sifrei Torah require genizah - stor-
age or burial.

Many halachic authorities state
that the sifrei Torah should be
stored for as long as possible, and
should only be buried as a last
resort.

Last year the Chevrah Kadisha
received another pasul sefer Torah,
but there was no space for it in the
Aron Kodesh. Rabbi Jonathan Fox
of the Chevrah Kadisha then
approached Rabbi Kurtstag to dis-
cuss holding a burial ceremony for
the sifrei Torah.

Rabbi Kurtstag instead suggested
that the sifrei Torah be sent to the
Menora Institute in Israel, which
specialises in repairing badly dam-
aged sifrei Torah.

Rabbi Kurtstag said he first
encountered the Menora Institute
about 10 years ago, when the Bnei
Akiva Shul in the Beth Din building
in Yeoville, had a sefer Torah that
could not be repaired. 

The sefer Torah was sent to Israel
and Rabbi Kurtstag was present at
a ceremony where the sefer Torah
was presented to a needy communi-
ty in Kiryat Arba in Hebron.

“It was moving and emotional to
see the sefer Torah that we could

not use in the Aron Kodesh again,
in use in a community that could
not afford a sefer Torah.”

Rabbi Kurtstag said that once the
decision had been taken to send the
sifrei Torah to Israel, the issue of
how to transport them arose. He
spoke to the management of El Al,
both here and in Israel, and the air-
line agreed to transport the sifrei
Torah free of charge. He also spoke
to Rabbi Chayut who immediately
offered to travel to South Africa to
fetch the sifrei Torah and escort
them to Israel.

Rabbi Kurtstag quoted a gemara
in Megilla which teaches that
everyone is destined to be in Israel,
and that they will take their shuls
and their sifrei Torah with them. 

“We are starting that process
today. These sifrei Torah cannot be
repaired in South Africa, so we are
sending them to Israel where they
can be used.”

Rabbi Kurtstag appealed to all
shuls which had sifrei Torah that
were pasul and could not be used, to
contact Rabbi Fox or Steven Adler
at the Chevrah Kadisha so that
arrangements could be made to
send them to Israel. 

El Al had agreed to transport all
such sifrei Torah to Israel free of
charge.

Rabbi Chayut referred to the
Hebrew date - Tu B’Av - and said it
was particularly appropriate as the
Mishna teaches that on Tu B’Av all
barriers between people are
destroyed and everyone is equal.

“It is your strong connection to
the mitzvot and to Israel, and that
you see yourselves as ‘geirim’
(strangers), that allows the shechi-
na (Divine presence) to come down
and dwell in the community to
make this possible,” Rabbi Chayut
said.

Rabbi Moshe

Kurtstag,

rosh Beth Din

and Rabbi

Yochanan

Chayot rabbi

of El Al, pre-

pare the

scroll for

Israel. (PHOTO:

ILAN

OSSENDRYVER)

ness at that. The princes of the
wilderness society are paupers of
the spirit.  

Anti-Semitism is a fact of life
and the sooner we accept that
reality, the healthier and saner we
will all be. By all means, wage the
diplomatic war; do battle with
media bias. But don’t fret if you
fail to turn around public opinion. 

Remember that the first step in
leaving the exile is to stop being
impressed by it. In order to
redeem our land and our people,
we must first redeem our own
souls and our own self-respect.
May we never forget where our
true strength lies. 

When we remember who took
us out of Egypt and led us
through the wilderness and who
is truly the Great and Awesome
Being of Beings, then we will be
able to truly walk tall and stand
proud forever. 

Torah is much more than a
book, Goldstein stresses
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ISRAELI POLICE HEADING TO HAITI

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

LIONEL SLIER

THE HARDY annual question of the retail
price of kosher chickens, exercises the com-
munity to quite a degree, as one can glean
from the letters which regularly appear in
the Jewish Report. Generally the complaints
are the same: the prices are too high and
what is the Union of Orthodox Synagogues -
in charge of kashrut - doing about it?

But the two independent poultry experts
commissioned by the UOS to investigate the
whole price structure of kosher chickens,
seem to some degree to absolve the UOS,
Tenderchick abattoir and the retailers from
pushing up kosher prices exhorbitantly,
although many questions, regarding the
UOS’s “kosher costs” still beg answers or at
least more clarification.

The UOS took note of the regular con-
cerns about the high prices of kosher chick-
ens and in 2009 commissioned a “financial
and operational investigation into the cost of
producing kosher poultry products” done by
Tenderchick, the only kosher poultry abat-
toir in South Africa. 

Michael Andrew Kingston and Michael
Jon Peper, both with impeccable CVs depict-
ing long and high profile careers in the poul-
try industry, were commissioned by the UOS
to investigate the wholesale and retail price
structure of kosher chickens. 

The two found that Tenderchick operate
“within reasonable cost structures”. As for
the retail price of kosher chickens, they cal-
culated that for kosher chickens the gross
profit margin was about 36 per cent and for
non-kosher chickens about 30 per cent.
Their conclusion is that retailers are mak-
ing a profit of between four and eight per
cent. 

Jack Padolsky, a commentator on local
Jewish affairs, said: “I cannot believe that
retailers can operate at such a small profit
margin. To me this is not possible. A busi-
ness will soon go maghula (bankrupt) at this
rate. 

“But then, again, if people want to keep
kosher, then they must pay for it. We all
accept that kosher products are more expen-
sive and if that is their choice and I go along
with it, then it must be paid for, and the less
they wail the better.”

Another chicken abattoir is rumoured to
open soon.

Kingston and Peper forwarded their
report (on Tenderchick) in December last
year, reflecting the costs of operating the
only kosher poultry abattoir. In April of this
year they completed their investigations
into the retail price of kosher chickens. Part
of their mandate was also to compare the
differences between the retail price of
kosher and non-kosher chickens.

The two stressed before starting their
commission that in no way had they “been
influenced or guided by either the UOS,
Tenderchick or the kosher retailers”. They
spent eight hours on November 26 last year,
observing the Tenderchick operation and
were given answers to all queries freely and
openly as well as being supplied with “a sub-
stantial amount of documentary evidence”.
An interim report was given to the UOS in
January of this year.

In their report they gave the factors which
had an effect on the wholesale prices. These
were “economies of scale; stocking densi-
ties; UOS fees; kosher supervision; kosher
rejection rate; kosher defeathering process-
es; kashering and salting processes; kosher
line speed; and the loss of production due to
Jewish holidays”. 

The result was that the kosher wholesale
selling price arrived at (excluding VAT) was
R30,07 per kg. Built in profit was 20 cents!
They concluded: “Tenderchick appears to be
operating within reasonable cost struc-
tures.”

Due to heavy schedules and other commit-
ments, they could only investigate the retail
prices of chickens in January this year.
They said that through an inspection of the
premises of the firms they visited and man-
agement and documentary evidence, they
obtained much information. The results of
their retail price investigation showed that
the following factors affected the price of
whole chickens: kashering costs; Jewish hol-
idays; UOS fees with kosher supervision and
additional staff.

In July this year in a letter in Jewish
Report, Albert Glass from Cape Town want-
ed to know what had happened to the results
of the investigation, as promised by the UOS
three months previously. He wrote: “It is dis-
respectful to the community which
expressed concern over the price of keeping
kosher that the deliberations had not been
made public.”

In fairness to the UOS, the results of the
enquiry into chicken prices were only issued
in June.

“The Evaluation of the Wholesale and
Retail Price of Kosher Chicken
Commissioned by the Union of Orthodox
Synagogues, June 2010” has now been pub-
lished on the Internet by the UOS and is
therefore in the public domain.

Retailers detailed additional costs which
have to be factored in on top of the wholesale
price of chickens. These are the 20 Jewish
holidays and the 12 public holidays, in addi-
tion to annual holidays. Thus an employee
gets 47 days without having to produce any-
thing. Then there are mashgiach salaries,
UOS licence fees and koshering costs when
lamb and beef are also being sold at the out-
lets.

In a letter to Jewish Report of July 23,
Leor Hurwitz commenting on the report,
made some very pertinent points. He wrote:
“With regards to the holidays that must be
catered for by Tenderchick, mention is made
of the 12 national holidays. This is irrelevant
- these are a burden on every business in the
country.”

He says retailers quote mashgiach
salaries as an extra cost but, at the whole-
sale level these costs are also added in, but
they insist that the mashgiach is present
because beef and lamb add to the koshering
costs. “These are totally unrelated to chick-
ens,” is Hurwitz’s comment.

A survey of prices of fresh chickens done
towards the end of April this year, showed
that a range in whole fresh kosher chickens
was between R50 and R53 per kilo. A quick
visit to some of these shops this weekend
showed that there has been hardly any
change in the prices.

It seems that the debate is set to continue...

These chickens are again
coming home to roast JERUSALEM - Israel's Cabinet has agreed

to send a group of police officers to Haiti to
maintain public order.

The 14 officers will assist the United
Nations Stabilisation Mission in Haiti,
which is working to uphold order and sta-
bilise the area following January's earth-
quake. The quake killed more than 100 000,
left hundreds of thousands injured 
and damaged the homes of some three mil-

lion people.
The group, which works on a voluntary

basis, will operate as part of a combined
force of Israel, Italy and Serbia.

In recent months Israel's Foreign
Ministry, the Ministry of Public Security
and the Israel Police, have been in contact
with the UN Department of Peacekeeping
Operations and the Italian government and
police force to advance the mission. (JTA)
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

RENOWNED WINEMAKER, mining
tycoon and thoroughbred horse breeder
Graham Beck, passed away in the early
hours of Tuesday morning in London at
the age of 80, after losing a battle with lung
cancer. 

Beck, the owner of Graham Beck Wines,
was a pioneer in the South African wine
industry as well as being a social philan-
thropist. 

Speaking from Israel where he was to

attend Beck’s funeral, friend and colleague
Eddy Oblowitz said he had been a staunch
Zionist who, although not religious in the
halachic sense, had embraced the essence
of gemillut chasadim in his charitable
endeavours, ranging from the ultra-
Orthodox to the Reform, encompassing
both local as well as Zionist causes.

“In addition, there are many people that
don’t know that they received or do receive
financial and other support from him
because he did it anonymously,” he said.

Beck visited Israel regularly, at least
annually from 1966 until a few weeks ago

and was a major investor in the country,
Oblowitz noted. He was, for many years, a
significant coal supplier to Israel and was
instrumental in the promotion of the
Hadera power station, which supplies a
large segment of the country’s electricity. 

Beck also supported the Israeli aircraft
industry and was a purchaser of their pri-
vate jets for many years, Oblowitz added.
“What is probably most visible is the Beck
Science Centre in Jerusalem, the largest
commercial building in the city, which he
built to fulfil a dream of creating lasting
value” and as a tribute to his great-grand-
father who was born there and left
Palestine for South Africa at the end of the
19th century. 

Oblowitz recalled Beck telling him that it
behoved every Jewish child to do two
things before venturing out into the world:
to see Auschwitz and then to come on to
Israel. “He was a firm believer that the
only way to prevent another Holocaust is
Israel’s continued existence,” he stated.  

Beck was “an extremely generous
donor” to both the Jewish and wider com-
munities. “He was very supportive of
Herzlia School and made a major contribu-
tion annually and certainly supported
many other Jewish welfare organisations,”
said community leader Gerald Kleinman.

“He was, I believe, proud of being a Jew.”
Beck in fact recently donated R5 million for
the construction of a gymnasium for the
Community Security Organisation at
Herzlia. 

In a tribute to Beck, John Freeman, a col-
league in the horse-racing industry,
described him as “larger than life”. “His
charity and sense of fair play knew no
bounds. He made a seriously big difference
in the lives of so many people. I never knew
Graham to turn down a request for help -
on the contrary he often volunteered assis-
tance and the scope of his generosity was
staggering.

“He never wanted anyone to know of the
good deeds that he did. Graham enjoyed
life to the fullest and loved a good party,”
he added.

“He had an incredible sense of humour
and we all have very fond memories of how
he had us rolling on the carpet in hysterics
at times.”

According to a media release, Beck was
known for his “bold and insightful”
approach to life. 

His involvement in South African wine
started in 1983 when he purchased the
Madeba farm in Robertson in the Western
Cape, which he developed into a world-
class producer of méthode cap classique,
the Cape classical method of wine produc-
ing that emulates the style used to produce
the best French champagne.  

Beck later acquired properties in
Franschhoek and Stellenbosch, enabling
him to build his profile as a leading wine
purveyor.

While the wines are enjoyed by connois-
seurs around the world, the flagship

Graham Beck Brut NV was selected for for-
mer President Nelson Mandela’s inaugura-
tion in 1994 and by United States President
Barack Obama for his private celebration
when he became the US president in 2008,
according to Moneyweb’s Alec Hogg.  

Beck’s strong social conscience resulted
in his opening - together with his wife - of
the Graham and Rhona Beck Skills Centre
in Robertson last year. The centre is part of
an extensive social development pro-
gramme and aims to facilitate skills devel-
opment for the long-term upliftment of the
farming community in the Breede River
Valley. 

After graduating with a Bachelor of
Commerce degree from the University of
Cape Town, Beck started out in the renova-
tions industry, then spent 15 years in the
coal-mining industry, where he pioneered
the transportation and export of coal
through Richard’s Bay. 

His purchase of a stud farm in Robertson
in 1986 and Madeba were some of the
astute investments that were to entrench
his position as a self-made entrepreneur. 

In 1989 he acquired Union Wine which
led to the formation of Douglas Green
Bellingham, a company he owned in equal
shares with Kersaf. Beck later gained sole
ownership, selling it to management in
2006. 

In 2005, Beck further invested in the local
wine industry by purchasing Steenberg
Wines and Hotel in the Constantia Valley.
He also owned the country’s leading thor-
oughbred breeding farm, Highlands, and
was, in Hogg’s words, one of South Africa’s
“Big Five” racehorse owners.  

Described in a prominent wine magazine
as “mortal, but not mere, neither in size
nor inspiration”, Beck saw his greatest
achievement in life as his ability to “give
employment to thousands of people, and
that this has enabled them to better their
lives”, the media release stated.  

In addition to his wife of 50 years, Rhona,
Beck leaves his son, Antony, who runs one
of the family trust’s stud farms in
Kentucky, and several grandchildren.  

Death of unassuming Graham
Beck, leaves a void in community

Winemaker Graham Beck who passed

away in London on Tuesday. (PHOTO:

COURTESY OF GRAHAM BECK WINES)
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DAVID SAKS

ANTI-SEMITISM levels almost everywhere
in the world reached the highest levels yet
recorded last year, primarily on account of
the war in Gaza and its aftermath. 

According to the Stephen Roth Institute
(SRI) for the Study of Contemporary Anti-
Semitism and Racism at Tel Aviv University,
2009 was by far the worst year in terms of
major anti-Semitic violence and the hostile
atmosphere generated worldwide against
Israel and Jews since the commencement of
detailed record keeping two decades ago. 

While actual numbers of incidents varied
widely from country to country, virtually all
countries that submitted reports to the inci-
dent, recorded a significant rise in anti-
Jewish hostility.   

Particularly concerning was the dramatic
rise in instances of anti-Semitic violence.
The number of violent incidents recorded by
the Institute in 2009 - 1 129 - was more than
double that of the previous year’s figure. 

Nearly one-third of these - 374 - took place
in the UK, with France recording the next
highest number, 195. The totals represent,
respectively, a three-fold and fourfold rise
from the previous year. 

Canada recorded the third-largest number
of violent anti-Semitic incidents, at 138 more
than 10 times the total of 2008. In most other
countries, numbers ranged from one to 30,
but were nevertheless consistently much
higher than in years gone past. 

While a certain number of violent anti-
Semitic acts in Western Europe and Canada
were committed by extreme right-wing
activists, the main perpetrators were deter-
mined to have been individuals of Arab or
Muslim background.

The worldwide trend of rising anti-
Semitism was reflected in South Africa,
where the 100 incidents jointly logged by the
SAJBD and CSO, was easily the highest total
yet recorded in the country. 

That figure was nevertheless dwarfed by
the much higher totals recorded in other
major Diaspora countries, including Canada
(1264), the UK (924), Australia (845) and
France (832).  

In addition to actual acts targeting Jewish
individuals and institutions, including van-
dalism, graffiti, hate mail and verbal abuse,
the SRI noted an ever-intensifying climate of
hostility being fostered against Israel and by
extension Jews who identified with it, partic-
ularly on university campuses. 

This flowed from a “well-co-ordinated and
well-planned onslaught by radical leftists
and Muslims”. These were adept at exploit-
ing multiple channels of dissemination in
de-legitimising Israel as a Jewish state,
along with its supporters, and regularly
made use of well-known anti-Semitic motifs
to do so.

A  conspicuous leitmotif of such anti-
Semitic expression was how the Holocaust
was abused as a political tool. Thus,
Israelis/Zionists/Jewish supporters of
Israel were regularly equated with Nazis in
the political and academic arena, where
post-Second World War taboos on denigrat-
ing the Holocaust appeared to have disap-
peared completely. 

The implication was that just as Nazism,
“the monster of the modern era”, had no
right to exist, the same attitude should be

taken towards Israel.
Beyond the bare statistics of actual inci-

dents, the SRI Report considered 2009 to
have been a year in which anti-Israel and
anti-Semitic expressions and accusations
had been “unparalleled in their vicious-
ness”. 

With this “demonisation of the Jewish
state and its Jewish supporters as a symbol
of all evil and a major source of the world’s
troubles”, came the inevitable inference that
Israel’s elimination might bring global sal-
vation. It was also resulting in Jews who did
not clearly declare their opposition to
Israel’s actions (or even existence) being
regarded as being complicit in them. 

• The full report of the Stephen 
Roth Institute can be accessed at http://
www.tau.ac.il/Anti-Semitism/ asw2009/gen-
eral-analysis-09.pdf)

Anti-Semitism report’s grim picture

ISRAELI OFFICIALS: BODIES OF COPTER

CRASH VICTIMS FOUND

BUCHAREST - The bodies of seven soldiers
aboard an Israeli transport helicopter that
crashed into the side of a mountain in cen-
tral Romania, have been found, Israeli offi-
cials said.

Six Israeli soldiers and one Romanian sol-
dier were on board the CH-53 transport hel-
icopter, which was flying at a low altitude in
heavy fog for a search, rescue and medical
evacuation exercise when it lost radio con-
tact on Monday afternoon.

The wreckage, which was found late on
Monday, is spread out over a large area; the
bodies were found on Tuesday afternoon.
Representatives of the IDF Rabbinate and
the Casualty Identification Centre were
headed to the scene to make the final identi-
fications, according to the military.

Israel released the names of the missing
soldiers early on Tuesday.

An Israeli military delegation, compris-
ing personnel from the Israel Defence
Forces Medical Corps, the Israeli Air Force,
the Chief Military Rabbinate, Search and
Rescue teams, the IDF Spokesperson's Unit
and an investigatory team, arrived in
Romania on Tuesday morning. Members of
the rescue team have reached the crash site,
according to reports.

Israeli and Romanian troops had been
participating in a drill called Blue Sky 2010,
an 11-day exercise to train troops to fly at
low altitudes for certain missions.

An Israeli transport helicopter reportedly
crash landed at the beginning of the exercis-
es last week. (JTA)

AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF
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SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Bradley and Sarit Sifris and Kayla pushing

Ayala and Shalva in the pram.

Robert and Debbie Krombein; with Tracey

Levy; with children Gavriel; Yair; and Natan

Krombein.
Sean and Robyn Nathan and Jonathan

Sweidan.

Clive Berman and Carol White,

showing off their medals for

completing the walk.

Dan; Chananya; Yocheved; and Tehilla

Bacher. Zahara; Paul; and Michali Bacher. Joan and Ian Smith with Nechama and Yaacov-David.

Shimona Furman with Ahuva and Yoni

Raff.

The banners of the two main Jewish participating organisations are raised by Hedley Lewis, his

brother Michael and Laureen Shalpid for the Chevrah Kadisha and Yad Aharon respectively. 

Octagon’s Nachi

Kay (sponsor of

Yad Aharon),

with Sonia

Margolius and

Laureen

Shalpid, Yad

Aharon’s

fundraisers. 

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

WHEN SOME 55 000 people partic-
ipate in a “social” activity - espe-
cially a fun walk - there are bound
to be Jewish people participating.

This year’s tenth Discovery Walk
the Talk held last Sunday in
Johannesburg, was no exception.
Yad Aharon had 250 Jewish sup-
porters; two (Naomi Hadar and Bev
Shneider) from the IUA/UCF par-
ticipated - and will bring more next
year, while the Chevrah Kadisha
had 613 “walkers” signed on - a sig-
nificant Jewish number (the num-
ber of Jewish mitzvot) - which was
a good sign.

The walk which started at Marks
Park in Emmarentia, was split into
four different distances with the
Chevrah’s supporters all walking
the 8km.

So, with their babies in prams,
their balloons, printed T-shirts and

caps - and their smiles - thousands
and thousands of people snaked
along the roads, all well-demarcat-
ed and lined with patrols, police-
men and cheerful onlookers.

The soccer tournament might
have finished but the camaraderie
and friendliness certainly remains
- and it was there for all to see and
experience.

Blacks, whites, Jews, Christians
and whatever, intermingled, laugh-
ing and joking together throughout
the route.

For many of Yad Aharon’s walk-
ers, this was their fourth year -
they were the first Jewish charity
organisation to have entered and
each year their numbers grow.

The organisers, Sonia Margolius
and Laureen Shalpid, paid tribute
to their sponsor, Octagon, as well
as Aquazania who supplied the
water and the Emmarentia Shul
who provided the “send-off” break-
fast.

They also thanked their walkers
for “going the distance” as they
help make “huge strides” in bring-
ing in much needed funds to bring
to life their mission statement
which is: “Helping feed families -
One step at a time”.

The year 2010 is the third one
that the Chevrah has participated
in - with their new mascot,
“Mitzvah Man” making his debut
appearance. It is hoped his lovable
face and character will help chil-
dren identify with the Chevrah. 

Last year 500 people participated
and this year eight buses of people
left Yeshiva College after having
had breakfast provided by
Sandringham Gardens’ kitchen.

The money raised this year
would go for emergency life-saving
surgical procedures - part of the
Chevrah’s healthcare services.

Participants were given named
purple balloons and caps (the
Chevrah’s colours). 

More people every year
discover Walk the Talk

Above: The IUA/UCF’s Naomi Hadar

and Bev Shneider.

Left: Representing a dog food com-

pany is Njabulo Shabalala - well

dressed for the part.

Ayala

Sifris;

Ronit and

Adira

Janit;

with Kyla

Sifris.



SA JEWISH REPORT 730 July - 07 August 2010

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

JOHANNESBURG

The impending closure of the
library at Beyachad, the centre of
Jewish communal life and activity
in Johannesburg, has brought dis-
tress and alarm among the local
Jewish community.

However, in actual fact it appears
that the archives will be kept avail-
able so that section pertaining to
the history of the Jews in
Johannesburg and South Africa, as
well as documents, newspapers, let-
ters, meetings, reports, stories and
so on, will remain and be accessible
to the students, genealogists, writ-
ers, researches and whoever wants
information.

Yet it seems that it is the lending
library section which is in danger
of being closed down. So, it is not
correct for those members of the
community, particularly those liv-
ing in the north-eastern environs,
within a reasonable distance of
Beyachad, to indulge in lamenting. 

It remains true that the library
is a terribly underutilised facility.
How many members of the library
are there in fact? How many peo-
ple visit the library to borrow
books and CDs or DVDs? There is a
wonderful collection of books and
videos about Jews and Israel writ-
ten and/or produced by Jews rele-
vant to all of us.

In truth, if the library disap-
pears, how many local Jews will be
inconvenienced? There is a section
of Hebrew books there as well,
which is very seldom visited. Is
there any point in keeping them if
no Hebrew readers ever come to
borrow or browse?

A library is not a profit making
facility. It is there for the conven-
ience and enjoyment of the local
community, but it seems that the
vast majority of Johannesburg
Jews are unconcerned, if it is
there or not, to judge by the num-
bers who visit. 

A library is a reflection of a
community’s culture, its concern
for its history and memories; for
its desire to keep up with contem-
porary trends. It appears that
most of the Johannesburg Jews
are indifferent to its presence.

There was hope that a white
knight would appear to help save
the library, but all that can be seen
on the horizon are the horsemen of
the Apocalypse, particularly
destruction and death.

MUIZENBERG

From Hyman Jocum:

“The Muizenberg Exhibition held

at the Jewish Museum, Cape Town
refers: 

“Where in the world can one
find a village cut off from the city
by a range of hills and also cut off
from the inland suburbs by the
Zandvlei and be exposed to light
sea breezes throughout the sum-
mer afternoons? 

“Sea weed, once blown into
Muizenberg bay, cannot escape
but rots below the water surface.
Bubbles of iodine are blown and
entrapped below the hills, giving
the air a unique iodine flavour.
Retirees often arrived at the resort
with one-and-a-half feet in the
grave and after a 12 month seaside
sojourn often looked 20 years
younger.

“The unique climate with which
Muizenberg is blessed, con-
tributed to creating people very
different to those found in the rest
of the Cape Peninsula. 

“It is only since the beginning of
the South African War (1899) that
Muizenberg became a magnet
which attracted inland Jewry like
moths drawn to a candle flame.

“On the latest Human Rights
Day, some 200 former Muizenberg
residents and former holidaymak-
ers, gathered at the Café Riteve to
sip coffee and sample cookies as
they recollected anecdotes about
the seaside resort in its golden
years.

“A silent Caramat machine
exhibited photographs sent in by
holidaymakers taken over many
years. Although not shown in
chronological order, these snap-
shots conveyed to the audience the
Jewish character of the resort.

“In the foyer were panels of his-
toric Muizenberg photos, includ-
ing one large photograph, which I
think, was being exhibited for the
first time, of Rose Hirsh, the pro-
prietress of Farmer Peck’s Inn
way back in 1881 when it was the
only hotel in Muizenberg and
when Cecil Rhodes journeyed by
horse carriage all the way from
Rondebosch to spend the week-
ends at the Inn.”

• The Muizenberg Exhibition 
is scheduled to be held in
Johannesburg.

INDIA

Some years ago the South African
cricket team - the Proteas - were
touring India. A match was due to
be held at a ground in the north of
the country. However, a dust
storm caused the plane to be can-
celled. 

Plan B came into operation and
the team were informed that they
were going there by train and a
carriage had been reserved for
them, their travelling staff and
journalists, for their sole use.

When the South African party
boarded the train and went to
their carriage, they saw three

DUBLIN - The Palestinian
Authority has granted travel docu-
ments and honorary citizenship to
Irish anti-Israel activists who partic-
ipated in a Gaza aid flotilla.

A spokesman for the General
Delegation of Palestine in Ireland,
confirmed the offer and said pass-

ports and honorary citizenship had
been offered to all activists who had
been on the May 31 flotilla, accord-
ing to a report in the Irish Times.

Eight Irish citizens and one Irish-
registered vessel, the MV Rachel
Corrie, were part of the six-ship con-
voy that tried to reach Gaza from

Turkey two months ago. 
Some of the Irish citizens were

detained in Israel after Israeli forces
detained the ships, including the
Marmara, where fighting resulted
in the deaths of nine Turkish pas-
sengers and injuries to several
Israeli commandos. (JTA)

PA GIVES IRISH FLOTILLA PASSENGERS HONORARY CITIZENSHIP

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

Indian women already seated
there in the reserved seats. It was
explained to them that they were
not supposed to be there as these
were for the cricket team as their
plane had been cancelled.

The women pleaded to be
allowed to remain. “We were also
going there and our plane was can-
celled, so we are in the same boat.”

JEWISH SPORTS PLAYERS

From Bernard Green who is
remembered as the Yeoville Baths’
swimming coach:

“We appear to be faced with a situ-
ation that begs the closest scruti-
ny. Going down memory lane,
there were some top-class Jewish
sportsmen and sportswomen who
have truly been of genuine inter-
national standard. 

“The situation is particularly
applicable in the major sports -
football, rugby, cricket, athletics
and swimming and also in the
‘lesser’ sports, such as water polo,
hockey, bowls, tennis, et al. “There
is the odd exception - canoeing and
horse racing (jockeys and train-
ers).

“It is with consternation and
disappointment that one searches
for relevant answers. Does it lie in
the lack of determination or moti-
vation, or is it just the lack of
the necessary embryo talent?
Whatever.

“Something on the surface
seems to be palpably wrong.”

OBITUARY -
JOHANNESBURG

From Rally Kartun:

“In the 1940s, Observatory Junior
High School had a headmaster,
Jimmy Barbour, who was also the
secretary of the Southern
Transvaal Football Association.
He brought the Everton Football
Club (from Liverpool, England) to
our school to show us the finer
points of soccer and create an
interest in the game.

“Hymie Kloner was very influ-
enced by the football stars. He
joined Marist Brothers (a
Transvaal First Division Team -
no longer connected with the
Marist (French) Brotherhood or
schools by that name. He was
selected for the Southern
Transvaal team in inter-provin-
cial matches. Later he represent-
ed South Africa in international
matches at right-half. 

“When he retired from soccer,
he took up bowls at Wendywood
Bowling Club and became champi-
on singles player in 1981.

“Sadly he passed away this week
at the age of 82. I will miss his
friendship which started when we
were both 16 years old. Farewell,
my friend.”
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LIONEL SLIER

ALFRED NOBEL (1833-1896) is known as
the inventor of dynamite, but he should be
best remembered for his institution of the
Nobel Prizes. They are awarded annually
by the Swedish Academy in the fields of
chemistry, physics, medicine, physiology,
literature and peace. The first prizes were
given in 1901 and economics was added in
1969.

“Twenty-two per cent of all individuals
who have received the Prize have been of
Jewish descent,” Dr Irving Lissoos told a
weekly meeting of The United Zionist
Luncheon Club recently. 

Lissoos is a consultant urologist in
Johannesburg and is also an expert in her-
itage-related projects in Johannesburg and
its environs. 

He gave a breakdown on the Jewish lau-
reates:- 44 for physics; 48 for medicine, 26
for chemistry, 12 for literature, 9 for peace
and 20 for economics.

“These statistics should be viewed
against the fact that only .025 per cent of
the population of the world is Jewish and
why this disproportionate number?” he
asked rhetorically. “A Dr Gregory Cochan
postulated that Ashkenazi Jews, through
their common past, marked by extensive
persecution, have experienced circum-
stances that favour the spread of genes by
a process of natural selection. 

“These genes may also be responsible for
the inherited disorders that affect
Ashkenazi Jews, such as Tay-Sachs,
Gaucher and Niemann-Pick diseases.”

Lissoos added that South Africa had pro-
duced 10 Nobel Prize-winners and of the 10
only three were Jewish - Aaron Klug in
chemistry, Sydney Brenner in
medicine/physiology and Nadine
Gordimer in literature. 

Of Klug he said: “He was born
in Lithuania in 1926 and his par-
ents emigrated to Durban. He
went to Durban Boys High
School and matriculated at the
age of 15 with distinctions in all
his subjects.

“He won a bursary and
enrolled at Witwatersrand
University where he obtained a
BSc degree, before going to Cape
Town University as a research
student in the physics depart-
ment where he studied under
Professor James, an expert in
crystallography. 

“Klug then went to Cambridge
University where he gained a PhD in 1953.
He received a Nuffield Fellowship and
worked in JD Bernal’s department at
Birkbeck College in London. 

“Here he met Rosalind Franklin, a
strongly identifying Jewess, who interest-
ed him in the study of the structures of
viruses. She had shown him her beautiful
X-ray photographs of the tobacco mosaic
virus. Klug wrote later: ‘My fate was
sealed.’

“In 1962 Klug was at the Molecular
Biology Laboratory in Cambridge where
he went on to become its director. His
investigations of biochemical structures
yielded a detailed picture of the function of
arrangements in biologically important
nucleic acid-protein complexes. He was
awarded the Nobel Prize in chemistry in
1982.”

Lissoos said Klug had a special interest
in Jewish history and was involved in
Israeli academics.

Like Klug, Nadine Gordimer’s father
came from Lithuania and her mother was
from England. Gordimer was born in
Springs on the East Rand where she

attended a convent school. At the age of
nine she wrote her first story and became
a regular contributor to the children’s
page of the Johannesburg Sunday
Express. When she was 15 she had a story
published in the monthly magazine,
Forum.

Gordimer attended Wits University but
left after one year. A collection of her short
stories appeared in 1949 and her first novel,
The Lying Days was published in 1953. The
book is autobiographical and there are
hints of her Jewish background.

Her life spans the rule of the National
Party from 1948 when they came in to
power and the political turmoil that fol-
lowed which she described in her books,
three of which were banned by the then
government. They were A World of
Strangers, The Late Bourgeois World and
Burger’s Daughter.

She was awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1991 and ironically, the
National Party Government praised her
for the honour she had brought to this
country!

Judaism did not play much of a part in
Gordimer’s life, but she wrote: “I am aware

that I was (and am) a Jew.” 
The third Jewish laureate

was Sydney Brenner. His par-
ents also came from Eastern
Europe and he was born in
Germiston on the East Rand,
where he went to school and
matriculated at the age of 14.

He did a medical BSc and
followed this up with an MSc.
In 1951 he qualified as a doc-
tor, by which time he had
already published nine scien-
tific papers.

In 1952 Brenner went to
Oxford University to do a

doctorate in the Physical Chemistry
Laboratory. The next year he saw a DNA
model by Crick and Watson at Cambridge.
This, he realized, was the key to under-
standing the problems of biology.    

In 1955 Brenner went to America on a
Carnegie Travelling Scholarship and met
many other scientists involved in the study
of molecular biology. After spending a
year back in South Africa, he returned to
Cambridge. In 1976 he became director of
the Medical Research Council in Mole-
cular Biology Laboratory, succeeding Max
Perutz who had won the Nobel Prize for
chemistry in 1962. Perutz, who also was
Jewish, had left Germany in 1936. 

In 2002 Brenner and members of his
team, H Robert Horvitz and John Sulston,
were awarded the Nobel Prize in medi-
cine/physiology. They had made important
discoveries concerning the genetic regula-
tion of organ development.   

The Nobel Prize was awarded to those
who had conferred special benefits to
mankind. These three South Africans cer-
tainly did that. As Jews they represented 30
per cent of South African Nobel Prize-win-
ners, which is above the universal average.

Aaron Klug, Nobel

Laureate for

Chemistry in 1982.
(PHOTOGRAPH COUR-

TESY WWW.MARCH.ES)

Sydney Brenner,

Nobel Laureate for

Medicine/Physiology

in 2002. (PHOTOGRAPH

COURTESY WWW.UCSD-

NEWS.UCSD.EDU)

Nadine Gordimer,

Nobel Laureate for

Literature in 1991.
(PHOTOGRAPH COUR-

TESY WWW.AFRICAMA-

NIA.COM.PT)

Nobel Prizes - it may be all in the genes
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PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

The King David schools strive to nurture graduates who are proud of their 
Jewish heritage and traditions and who have a love for learning. 

We are looking for a dynamic

The SA Board of Jewish Education invites applicants to be submit their CV before Friday 13

August 2010 to the Human Resource Department c/o Mrs S Koseff, SABJE 100 Club Street,

Linksfield by fax (011) 485 1350 or e-mail koseff@sabje.co.za

The SABJE retains the right to contact only short listed applicants

The candidate should be a suitably qualified, forward-thinking and innovative educator with the 

leadership skills to continue the high standards at King David Pre-Primary School Linksfield.

Duties will include inter alia:

· The efficient day-to-day running of the school 

· Implementation of the latest educational developments to ensure the maintenance of quality education

· Assisting in the compilation and administration of budgets

Commencement date: start of academic year 2011

ROBYN SASSEN

IT SEEMS fair, given the unprecedented 19
international presenters at Limmud SA
2010, to reflect Limmud as arguably the
premier Jewish event, worldwide. 

Headline presenters include famous lol-
lipop-sucking, bowtie-wearing archaeolo-
gist Richard Freund, who is also an
ordained rabbi; David Shneer, associate
professor of history and Jewish Studies
from the University of Colorado, who will
be engaging with topics such as Yiddish
(and the underdog); Amy-Jill Levine, a
self-described Yankee Jewish feminist who
teaches Christian divinity in the Bible
Belt; Ruth Messinger, president of the
American Jewish World Service and a
leading anti-genocide advocate; and
Jonathan Fine, a political analyst who
teaches at the IDC in Herzliya, but who
also has a committed interest in religious
fundamentalism and terror.

Jessica Jacoby was born and educated in
West Berlin. The only Jewish grandchild
of the Nazi propaganda filmmaker Veit
Harlan, who created the film Jew Süss, she
is also a historian and critic and will be
addressing her engagement with her past
and her history in her own film which is
about existing in the shadow of this noto-
riously anti-Semitic film. 

Not only can a conference of this nature
put Jewish South Africa in good standing,
according to co-ordinator Wayne Sussman,
it can put the Jewish world in good stand-
ing. He continued, commenting on the
complicated challenge of putting together
a programme of this nature and caliber:
“Limmud is a great model for other com-
munities to learn from. It is very hard to
do things right in this community,” he
added. “I have heard people say that this
conference schedule is not religious
enough. And I’ve heard it said that it’s too
Jewish!” 

“Among Limmud’s speakers this year,
there are several Orthodox rabbis from

caters for the needs of observant Orthodox
members of the community.

“We would be failing Limmud’s core
principles if we did not. Limmud’s unique
model has become a phenomenon in the
Jewish world and has already had a signif-
icant impact in the South African Jewish
context.  

“Despite some efforts to discourage us,
we have succeeded in drawing our volun-
teers, delegates and presenters from all
parts of Klal Yisrael. We are committed to
strengthen these achievements for the
sake of Jewish continuity, education and
community.

“We encourage all South African Jews,
across the spectrum of views, to attend
Limmud SA and take another step on your
Jewish journey.” 

Ruth Messinger.
(PHOTOGRAPHS 

SUPPLIED)

Professor Richard

Freund. 

Limmud: Orthodox participation would add value
Israel, including Morey Schwartz from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, a gradu-
ate of Yeshiva University and a
Hashmonaim-resident mohel; David
Levin-Kruss, who teaches at the Pardes
Institute in Jerusalem and was ordained
by the Joseph Strauss Rabbinical
Seminary; and Gideon Sylvester, rabbi of
Radlett United Synagogue who made
aliyah in 2004 and has worked as adviser to
the Minister for Diaspora Affairs at the
Office of the Prime Minister of Israel. 

“Noam Tzion grew up fighting in the
Hagana; he’s not ordained, but he’s a frum
guy, proactive in creatively engaging with
family education, he’s the Bnei Akiva
drawcard. “

Limmud SA responded to the SA
Rabbinical Association’s statement in last
week’s Jewish Report, saying in a media
release that it wished to point out that it
has had discussions with the Orthodox
establishment since Limmud SA’s incep-
tion, “to facilitate their participation in
this unique series of events.

“Limmud SA has also invited several
Orthodox rabbis from our community to
attend (our) conference as delegates and
presenters and we will continue to do so.
Our message has consistently been that
their participation at Limmud SA would
add further value to the programme.  

“Many international Orthodox rabbis
around the world are making a contribu-
tion to Limmud’s learning events and
some attend Limmud SA. Limmud SA fol-
lows the approach of Limmud
International in the formulation of its pro-
grammes, which embraces the full gamut
of Jewish identity and experience. This
must include religious, political, philo-
sophical, cultural and many other ele-
ments.”

Limmud says as such, it strives to pro-
vide a Jewish educational experience that
recognises diversity and difference. In
doing so, Limmud SA as an organisation
and a learning experience, ensures that it
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS  

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

WHY DO they hate us?
That is a question most Jews have puzzled over

in one way or another when confronted with anti-
Semitism. No-one, including the eminent scholars
of history, psychology, religion, etc, has been able
to fully explain why this scourge never dies - one
researcher called his book The Lethal Obsession. 

Are Jews intrinsically unlikeable or decadent?
Do they pose a danger to other cultures? Will they
“pollute” them with wicked ideas? Does their suc-
cess in pulling themselves up time and again by
their own bootstraps and becoming successful, pro-
voke envy and resentment from others? 

Yet if this is so, why were they hated even when
they were desperately poor in the shtetls of
Eastern Europe and defenceless against pogroms?
On the one hand, Jews are “money-grubbing capi-
talists”; on the other, they are “communists”...

Can it be blamed currently on the Gaza war and
the disturbing images of Israeli aircraft bombing
civilian areas - the Israeli “bullies” behaving like
latter day “Nazis”? Or the flotilla incident? Is the
Jewish State fundamentally evil?

Future historians will try to factor recent events
into the long historical picture of Jew-hatred, as
they seek to understand why anti-Semitism is ris-
ing in the world today, as described in the article by
David Saks on page 5. 

Fortunately, Jews worldwide are in a better situ-
ation than at almost any other time in history.
There are no major concentrations of Jews any-
where being systematically oppressed for being
Jewish, which once provoked rescue operations
like those for Russian Jewry - the “let my people
go” era of Natan Sharansky, for example. 

Jews in the United States, Israel and elsewhere,
have achieved phenomenal success in building
community life, earning a living and engaging in
broader society. Laws in most countries prohibit
hate crimes against Jews and others and the exis-
tence of Israel provides a sense of security beyond
value.

Yet Theodor Herzl’s vision that anti-Semitism
would end when Jews had their own homeland, has
clearly not done the trick. In some ways, Israel has
become the hated “Jew” among the nations. If the
mediaeval libel that Jews “poisoned the wells” of
Christian villages has gone in its literal sense,
Israel is seen by many as “poisoning the well” of
international peace. Herzl must be turning in his
grave.

Among the “quick-fix” crowd in the Western
intelligentsia, there is an underlying sentiment
that the Jews really shouldn’t be in “Palestine”.
Helen Thomas, the veteran 89-year-old member of
the White House press corps, for example, said in a
recent momentary lapse when she was caught off
guard, that Jews should “get the hell out of
Palestine” and “go back home to Poland, Germany,
America and everywhere else.”

An eminent Methodist cleric in South Africa, in
a public debate with a Jewish communal leader on
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, blurted out: “Why
don’t they [the Israelis] just go back to where they
came from?”

Israeli author Amos Oz, in his book How to Cure
a Fanatic, writes: “When my father was a little boy
in Poland, the streets of Europe were covered with
graffiti: ‘Jews, go back to Palestine!’ or sometimes
worse: ‘Dirty Yids, piss off to Palestine!’ When my
father revisited Europe 50 years later, the walls
were covered with new graffiti: ‘Jews, get out of
Palestine!’”

The generation which grew up in the post-
Second World War period after the Holocaust,
believed the line had finally been drawn on anti-
Semitism, after people saw where it led to. For sev-
eral decades, open expressions of anti-Jewish sen-
timents became very much “politically incorrect”.
But it is clear that the monster is still breathing,
and the anti-Semites feel less constrained today.

We should not over-dramatise the situation, how-
ever - even if the outgoing Israeli ambassador to
the United Nations, Gabriella Shalev, could call
Israel one of the “loneliest” countries in the world
after her experience for several years at that world
forum. 

But its “loneliness” exists through a particular
political prism. In a host of other ways it is a valued
member of the most prestigious and important
“clubs” worldwide - technologically, culturally, etc.
Jews are strong and thriving; so is Israel.

We live in dangerous times and must always con-
tinue the fight against anti-Semitism. But we have
tools for this fight we haven’t had for centuries.

Killing the monster
certain tax breaks and subsidise some
labour costs for up to five years. The
Israeli government would kick in
between 30 per cent and 50 per cent of
an employee’s paycheck for that peri-
od, depending on several conditions.
For example, employers located out-
side Israel’s densely populated central
region would be eligible for larger sub-
sidies. The government budget for the
programme is $10 million to $15 mil-
lion.

Several major US banks already
have offices in Israel, but they tend to
be quite small and their activities lim-
ited to seeking investment opportuni-
ties in Israel or as a locale from which
American immigrants can telecom-
mute to their old jobs in New York.
Shani’s plan imagines something
much different.

A veteran of the technology indus-
try whose clients came largely from
the financial services sector, Shani is
new to government work. Most recent-
ly he worked for nine years as CEO of
NICE Systems, a NASDAQ-listed com-
pany that provides security solutions
and helps companies monitor compli-
ance. That followed stints at IBM,
Unitronics, Orbotech and Applied
Materials.

But last autumn, Finance Minister
Yuval Steinitz called, asking Shani to
be the ministry’s professional head,
and Shani says he felt it was time to
serve his country.

“There’s a growing gap between the
private sector and the government in
Israel,” Shani said. “I felt my experi-
ence could potentially be used in a
meaningful way within government.”

If his pitch on financial services suc-
ceeds, Shani says, the project could be
the first step of a larger vision to turn
Israel into a financial hub - something
pursued by his predecessor at the min-
istry, Yarom Ariav.

While Israel is still years away from
that, Shani says this project has the
“potential for a quick win”. (JTA)

URIEL HEILMAN 
NEW YORK

IF HAIM Shani has his way, the titans
of Wall Street will start moving more
of their business to Dizengoff Street.

Shani, the director general of
Israel’s Finance Ministry, is in New
York this week on a mission to pro-
mote Israel as a centre for research
and development for the financial
services industry with a government
programme that would include tax
breaks and subsidies for US compa-
nies.

Israel already is a global leader in
the field of hi-tech, the site of R&D
centres for global behemoths such as
Intel, IBM, Motorola, Cisco and
Hewlett-Packard. All told, some 35 000
Israelis are employed in R&D.

But financial services R&D - a multi-
billion-dollar market that includes
financial products development, data
management, investment mathemat-
ics, foreign exchange software, securi-
ty and more - is virtually nonexistent
in Israel.

“Israel has the expertise in technol-
ogy and understands the business of
financial services, but there is a mis-
match between talent and the
demands of the local economy,” Shani
told JTA this week during his visit to
New York. 

“Israel, through its human capital,
could be a centre for innovation. The
financial services sector has the
potential to be a major employer.”

The idea is to expand Israel’s finan-
cial services sector, whose size corre-
lates with the country’s diminutive-
ness, and create new jobs and wealth
in an industry that now has a dearth of
employment opportunities. If success-
ful, the programme could help lure to
the country new immigrants or expa-
triate Israelis who work in financial
services but cannot find jobs in the
Jewish State, Finance Ministry offi-
cials say.

“We know there are people who
would like to return or make aliyah,”
Shani said. “It’s part of a larger strate-
gy of bringing minds back to Israel.”

Shani came to the United States to
meet with chief technology officers,
chief operations officers, chief infor-
mation officers and other senior execu-
tives at banks - none of whom he would
identify - in a bid to sell them on the
idea of creating R&D centres in Israel.
He had made a similar trip to London,
and says he is far along in the process
with some banks.

The pitch is straightforward: Major
financial institutions like Fidelity and
Goldman Sachs already have R&D cen-
tres abroad. For banks considering
expanding R&D operations overseas,
why not come to Israel, a fully devel-
oped country where there is a large
pool of talent, a stable workforce, a
strong economy, cultural propinquity
and time-zone proximity both to east-
ern markets (Hong Kong, Shanghai,
Tokyo) and to the markets in London
and New York?

The most salient draw is the talent
element. Shani says the same ingredi-
ents that have made Israel a power-
house in hi-tech R&D apply to financial
services R&D: out-of-the-box develop-
ment and implementation of technolo-
gy. 

For example, veterans of the Israel
Defence Forces intelligence corps have
background in security technology
that could enable them to develop secu-
rity products for the financial services
sector. 

Furthermore, with experienced pro-
fessionals from the financial services
industry overseas now living in Israel -
native Israelis and immigrants from
North America - the country has sig-
nificant financial industry know-how.

“We’re not asking for favours here,”
Shani said. “From a pure business per-
spective, there’s a proven track record
of development coming out of Israel.”

As an incentive, Israel would offer

Israel tries to lure major
banks to expand its R&D

LAUREN GREENBERG
NEW YORK

IN APRIL 1941, members of the Kavilio
family of Sarajevo fled their house as
Nazis rampaged through the city,
destroying Jewish homes. As they ran
toward the mountainside, a Muslim
friend of the family, Mustafa Hardaga,
spotted them and offered shelter.

Shortly after, when Josef Kavilio
thought the family could be moved to
safety, the Kavilios relocated to Mostar,
an area under Italian control, but Josef
stayed behind. He was arrested by the
Nazis and held captive in chains in the

freezing snow.
Hardaga’s wife, Zejneba, found

Kavilio and smuggled him food until
she could help him escape to safety,
where he stayed with the Hardaga fam-
ily again. Kavilio later rejoined his fam-
ily, but their relative security did not
last. When the area fell under German
control, the Kavilios again sought
refuge with the Hardagas.

Decades later the Kavilios, by now
living in Israel, petitioned the Yad
Vashem Holocaust Memorial in
Jerusalem to recognise the Hardagas’
bravery and name them Righteous
Gentiles.

Later, when Yugoslavia broke up and
the region descended into war in the
1990s, the Hardaga family was rescued
from Sarajevo and brought to Israel in
1994.

The story of the two families is
among eight told in a new booklet pro-
duced by a British interfaith dialogue
group and called The Role of Righteous
Muslims. The 30-page booklet, pro-
duced by Faith Matters, focuses on sto-
ries of Muslims helping Jews during
the Holocaust and is being distributed
to educators, synagogues and mosques
as a model for positive Muslim-Jewish
interaction.

Recalling the Holocaust heroism of Muslims

Zejneba

Hardaga, in

black, at a Yad

Vashem tree-

planting cere-

mony in honour

of her family,

1985. (PHOTO-

GRAPH COURTESY

OF THE YAD

VASHEM HOLO-

CAUST MEMORIAL)
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CONTACT
Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168

Tel: (011) 885-3742
trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

SUNNINGDALE/WOW! VIEW BY APPOINTMENT/FOR SALE

MAJESTIC FAMILY HOME - Set in lush
tropical gardens, 5/6 beds, 4 baths, 4/5
recep. And so much more, see website
for more details. Asking R4 999 000.

View by appointment only.

HIGHLANDS NORTH/PERCELIA ESTATE

3 recep, 3 beds - space for 4th, 2 baths
(mes), eat-in kitchen, lovely gardens,
double staff accom, in boomed area.

Asking mid R1 mil.

GLENSAN/GLENHAZEL DUNHURST ESTATE

For pictures of these and 

other properties go to 

www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

ROUXVILLE 

ON SHOW SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 14:00 - 17:00
Family home on large stand, 3/4 beds,
3/4 recep, garden, pool, double staff

accom and so much more. Asking Early
R1 mil (Roux Street, Rouxville).

3 bed townhouse with pvt garden, 2
baths (mes), open-plan tiled recep, lock-
up garage and extra parking, courtyard,

24-security and more. Offers from
R1,150 mil. Hurry we have offers!

GLENHAZEL NEW RELEASE

ON SHOW SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 14:00 - 17:00
4 bed, study, 3 recep, 2 baths, all beds &
recep north-facing, large stand, walk to
shuls. Asking R2,2 mil. (Avon Road,

Glenhazel).

PERCELIA ESTATE FAMILY HOME

3 recep, eat-in kitchen, 4 beds, 2 baths
(mes), WFH studio, excellent staff accom,

pool and gardens, in boomed area.
Asking R1,7 mil.

FAIRMOUNT: 4 recep, 4 beds, 2 baths, pool,
garden and more. R2 599 000

GLENHAZEL/LYNDHURST: 4 beds, 3 recep,
3 baths, pool, garden and cottage.

R1 350 000 mil.
HIGHLANDS NORTH: 4 beds, 2 baths, 3

recep, pool and cottage. R1,4 mil.
BAGLEYSTON: 3 beds, 2 baths, 3 recep,

cottage and pool. R1 350 000.
SAVOY ESTATE: 3 bed, 2 bath, garden 

townhouse with maids. From R650 000.
SAVOY ESTATE: 3 bed, 2 bath, garden 
townhouse with pool and maids room.

From R650 000.

WELCOME

Geoff will be assisting Trevor with all 
your property requirements. Whether 

buying, selling, leasing or renting, contact
Geoff Lees: 082-551-9314.

ERIC YOFFIE
NEW YORK 

WHO WON the latest round of the conver-
sion wars? No-one. In these wars, every-
body loses.

To be sure, a broad-based coalition of
American Jews, anchored by the federa-
tion system and the Reform and
Conservative movements, succeeded in
convincing Israel’s leaders to delay a vote
on a controversial new conversion bill in
the Knesset. This was a monumental
accomplishment, averting the disaster
that was certain to ensue if the legislation
had been adopted.

Nonetheless, there is no reason for sat-
isfaction. 

At this moment, Israel should be mobil-
ising her friends to confront the dangers
posed by Iran. She should be responding
to the outrageous anti-Israel actions of
the United Nations. She should be work-
ing with the American government to
advance the cause of peace.

Instead, Israel has spent several
months engaged in an ugly battle with
American Jewish leadership. American
Jews committed to Israel’s welfare had no
choice but to join a public lobbying effort
aimed at Israel’s government.

The confrontation included new levels
of nastiness. The sponsor of the legisla-
tion, David Rotem, was quoted in The
New York Times as referring to American
Jewish leaders as “absolute idiots”. Worse
yet, if history is any guide, we will learn
nothing from this experience and repeat
the disastrous scenario next year or the
year after that.

What’s going on here?
Israeli leaders vastly underestimated

how sensitive American Jews remain
about religious matters in the State of
Israel. The first conversion crisis was in
the 1950s, and it was assumed in Israel
that the most recent dispute was nothing
more than one more round in a long bat-
tle.

Yet conversions in America are far
more frequent now than they were a gen-
eration ago. Jews by choice are to be
found in every community, and Jewish
leaders are infuriated by legislation in
Israel that they see as challenging the sta-
tus of so many American Jews.

In addition, American Jews dislike reli-
gious fundamentalists who attempt to
impose their will on others. The danger of
religious extremism throughout the
world is endlessly discussed in the media.
American Jews share the distress of all
Americans that Israel, a democratic ally,
has created a coercive religious monopoly
that limits the religious freedom of its cit-
izens.

When US senators and members of
Congress expressed their concerns about
the bill, Israeli representatives here
began to understand just how dangerous
the situation had become. American law-
makers rarely speak out on internal
Israeli politics, and if they were doing so
now it could only mean deep concern on
the part of their constituents.

Israeli advocates of the bill attempted
to convince American Jews by confusing
them. The legislation was very complicat-
ed and changed frequently. But a patron-
ising “You don’t understand” approach
did not work this time.

True, few American Jews comprehend-
ed the bill’s intricacies. But one thing
about this legislation was truly impor-
tant: It fundamentally altered the reli-
gious status quo by granting significant
new powers in the realm of conversion to
Israel’s Chief Rabbinate. Such a change
would reignite battles over conversion
both in Israel and throughout the
Diaspora. American Jews understood this

very well and remained firm in their
opposition.

It would have been preferable had
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
opposed the bill in the spring, sparing the
Jewish world the sorry spectacle of the
past few months. Nonetheless, his deci-
sion last week to cast the bill as disas-
trous for the Jewish people, was welcome.
The prime minister was wise, too, in call-
ing on Natan Sharansky, chairman of the
Jewish Agency for Israel, to devise an
acceptable compromise.

No one should harbour any illusions.
The Israeli religious parties are intent on
gaining absolute control over conversion,
both in the State of Israel and in matters
that relate to the Law of Return. Any
arrangement that gives them less than
full control will never win their support.

Still, I believe that a reasonable com-
promise is not out of reach.

As a Reform Jewish leader, I would like
to see Israel’s religious monopoly swept
away. I will need to accept that such a
change for now is simply not possible. I do
expect that additional support will be pro-
vided to Reform and Conservative schools
and synagogues, but I recognise that this
will have to happen within the confines of
the existing structure.

At the same time, the leaders of three
major non-Orthodox parties in Israel -
Likud, Kadima and Labour - will need to
agree that they will oppose conversion
legislation and any other significant
change in the religious status quo
demanded by the religious parties or their
allies.

Such an understanding should have
been reached 30 years ago, of course, but
each of the major parties has been reluc-
tant to cede ground that might be exploit-
ed by its rivals in future coalition negotia-
tions.

What is different this time is the terri-
ble experience that we have just had. At a
time when Israel is especially vulnerable,
she has suffered through a period that has
tarnished her image, upset her support-
ers, gladdened her enemies, played out in
the general media and even reached the
US Congress, causing dismay to all who
love the Jewish State.

Perhaps Israel’s political leaders will
finally understand: Religious extremism
must be rejected, the sensitivities of
world Jewry must be respected, coalition
politics must be transcended and Jewish
unity must be affirmed. 

Neither the Jewish people nor the State
of Israel can afford the heavy price of
these ongoing religious crises. (JTA)

(Rabbi Eric Yoffie is the president of the
Union for Reform Judaism)

Rabbi Eric Yoffie. (PHOTOGRAPH: UNION FOR

REFORM JUDAISM)

Conversion wars
undermine Israel
and its image




