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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Reliving the unity of our ancestors

THE GREAT Kabbalist, Rabbi
Yitzchak Luria, makes what would
appear to be an outlandish state-
ment. He notes the similarity
between the name of the festival
Purim and Yom Ha-Kippurim,
(more commonly known by its
shortened version - Yom Kippur),
which translated literally means
the Day like Purim.

Not quite Purim mind you;
close, almost as good. In other
words, Purim is more greater
than Yom Kippur!

But how can that be? We all
know that Yom Kippur is the holi-
est day of the year. We spend it
immersed in prayer, introspection
and repentance. We fast. We are
serious. How could the somewhat
frivolous Purim with its madcap
costumes, graggers and relaxed
atmosphere, possibly be greater
and holier?

One explanation is that an
underlying theme of both Purim
and Yom Kippur is Jewish unity.
However, there is a difference
between the two.

By the time Yom Kippur
arrives, we (should) have forgiven

PARSHAT
TETZAVEH

Rabbi Pesach
Fishman
Northcliff Hebrew
Congretation

our fellow men for any injustice,
insult or injury they may have
caused us. If we have harmed
someone else, likewise we should
have asked for forgiveness by Yom
Kippur. We are one nation at peace
with itself, as we stand before G-d
in prayer.

However, this is a passive and
untested unity. True, there is a
lack of strife and we have patched
up any farribles we may have had,
but perhaps one has merely
papered over the cracks of discord
and committed to a cold peace.

We have not demonstrated in a
positive, concrete manner that we
are one, undivided people.
Additionally, our sense of unity
with others may collide with the
rough and tumble of life beyond

the serene atmosphere of Yom
Kippur and we may fall back into
bad habits of conflict. It is an
unproven commitment to dignity,
respect and love.

But Purim is different. Our
unity is not merely an emotion,
which is susceptible to being a
mirage of the moment - it is
demonstrative and practical.
Each of the four mitzvot of the
day reflect in a tangible manner
our joining with others.

Sending mishloach manot (a
gift of two foods to a friend),
matanot I’evyonim (charity to at
least two poor people), a Purim
feast with others and listening to
the Megillah - the story of Purim -
on Purim night and Purim day,
with the entire community all
demonstrate love and unity.

These are in response to the
accusation of the evil Haman:
“There is one nation which is dis-
persed and divided.” In other
words, they should behave like
“one nation”, but they are chroni-
cally a “divided” and contentious
bunch, not deserving of life. King
Achashverosh decreed that they

SHABBAT TIMES

February 26/12 Adar
February 27/13 Adar
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18:15 19:13  Johannesburg
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18:15 19:05 Durban

18:20 19:23 Bloemfontein
18:00 19:31 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:21 East London

be annihilated in one day.

The immediate response of the
Jews was to disprove Haman’s
accusation. For an entire year, the
Jews demonstrated that they were
unified in spirit and purpose.

They confirmed their faithful-
ness to G-d, to the Torah and to
each other and their common
destiny. This paved the way for
Queen Esther’s intervention
with the king, saving the Jews.

Each year we relive the unity
of our ancestors in those trying
times. We tangibly demonstrate
that our harmony is deep, our
rapport real and our bond
unbreakable.

Shabbat Shalom and Purim
Sameach!

Hands-on communities
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AS PART of an initiative to attend to the
many potholes which have appeared on roads
around Greater Johannesburg over the
unusually rainy summer, households in the
city’s suburbs will be allotted shovels, pick-
axes, bags of cement and other necessary
equipment, and will all have a turn at repair-
ing the holes around their residential areas.

“South Africans have become too depend-
ent on municipalities to fix all their prob-
lems,” says a spokesman from S Termalka,
the agency behind the initiative. “We believe
it’s time to re-institute a spirit of initiative,
and the municipalities we’ve spoken to
agree.”

The scheme will be monitored by means of
local community representatives, who’ll be
responsible for ensuring that every house-
hold completes its allotted share of the work.
Once a family receives its repair equipment,
a roster will be circulated with the dates and
times on which the members of that house-
hold will be expected to report for duty.

In areas like Glenhazel, Houghton,
Sandton and Killarney, whose roads have
been particularly hard-hit by the rains,
households will be expected to put in twice
the number of stints, if necessary.

And, says the S Termalka spokesman, no
shirking will be tolerated. “While we appreci-
ate the fact that many housewives and chil-
dren aren’t necessarily familiar with physi-
cal labour, we believe a little hard work never
killed anyone.”

The bulk of the work will involve trench-
digging, mixing cement, laying and flattening
tarmac by means of bulldozers and repaint-
ing road signs over the repaired areas. In
order to avoid undue disruption of traffic,
households may also be required to report
for duty after hours or at night.

A foreman will be tasked with supervising
each shift and with keeping up morale by
leading songs, and offering preparatory basic
instruction in the correct way to hold shov-
els, mix materials, operate bulldozers to flat-
ten roads prior to re-tarring, etc.

Prizes - including an all-expenses-paid
getaway for four to the new casino and spa
at Boervrekvandors, near Lichtenburg - will
be awarded to households who repair the
most potholes in the shortest time.

In the Johannesburg Jewish community,
shuls, schools, supermarkets and other cen-
tral points will post copies of the rosters for
the public to note the times of their shifts,
none of which will be scheduled during
Shabbat or any other Holy Days. If neces-
sary, shifts can be exchanged with other
communities to ensure that different cul-
tural and religious requirements are pro-
vided for.

Local government is so taken with the do-
it-yourself idea that S Termalka has been in
talks to consider extending the initiative to
other areas: garbage collection, for exam-
ple, as well as repairing electrical cables,
replacing manhole covers, helping to direct
traffic during peak hours in the event of
power failures, and clearing the city’s
streets of weeds and refuse ahead of the
Fifa World Cup, which kicks off in early
June.

“It will be particularly important to get
Johannesburg looking - and working - 100
per cent before the arrival of the world,”
says the S Termalka spokesman.

“In addition, pitching in and performing
these civic tasks ourselves, frees up munici-
pal workers to attend protests and stage
strikes, which is their constitutional right,
after all. The least we can do is show our
goodwill by sharing the burden of work
while they exercise it.”

The spokesman added that the upcoming
Fifa World Cup also presented an ideal
opportunity for diverse communities in
South Africa to rediscover a “common her-
itage” and that the experience of perform-
ing physical labour alongside families of
different faiths, cultures and languages,
would go a long way towards “reinforcing a
national ethos”.

« For further information, contact
M Mordechai on leiphs@gevalt.co.za or
S Termalka on: mirup@shigaon.com

AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

ALEXANDER HAIG, WHO QUIT OVER
LEBANON WAR, DIES AT 85

WASHINGTON - Alexander Haig, the secretary
of state whose siding with Israel during the
Lebanon War was a factor in his resignation,
has died.

Haig succumbed last Saturday to complica-
tions from an infection at Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore. He was 85.

Haig was the Reagan administration official
who was perhaps closest to Israel.

Israeli reporting after Israel's ill-fated June
1982 invasion quoted unnamed officials in Israel
and the United States as saying that Haig
"greenlighted" the operation. Haig strongly
denied the assertion, saying in his 1984 book
"Caveat" about his 18 months with Reagan that
he repeatedly warned Israel that only an "inter-
nationally recognised" provocation would justi-
fy a "proportionate retaliation".

Israel's pretext - an assassination attempt on
its ambassador to London by a group not under
the control of Israel's Palestine Liberation
Organisation enemy - did not qualify, he wrote.

Nonetheless, Haig continued to attempt to
protect Israel from tough Reagan administra-
tion condemnation that he said originated not
with Reagan but with Vice President George
Bush and National Security Adviser William
Clark.

According to his account, Haig organised a
last-minute veto on a UN condemnation of
Israel.

He resigned in July 1982, barely a month after
the invasion, saying he could not work with an
administration that ran competing foreign poli-
cies.

Before his tenure as secretary of state, Haig
had a sterling reputation as an army general
who was named chief of staff to President
Richard Nixon and who helped preserve the
dignity of the office even as the scandal-plagued
president resigned.

Haig ended his own bid for the presidency in
1988 when polls showed him running last. (JTA)
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Oh, what a glamorous night to remember!

JULIA COOK
PHOTOGRAPHS BY ILAN OSSENDRYVER

GLITZ, GLAMOUR and glory - with a
deserved dollop of pride thrown into the
mix. This encapsulated last weekend’s King
David Schools’ Foundation’s David Awards,
paying tribute to former Davidians who have
made their marks over a wide spectrum of
activities and with top-class entertainment
the cherry on top.

In short, a night to remember and a wor-
thy tribute to some of the cream of the
Jewish community.

The Lyric Theatre at Gold Reef City, with
its rich interior of gold and deep red, opulent
chandeliers and engravings, formed an ideal
backdrop to an outstanding evening of
entertainment and tributes. And time and
again the names of two of the community’s
foremost educationists, Elliot and Jeff Wolf -
Eliott in his time headmaster of King David
Linksfield and Jeff headmaster of King
David Victory Park - cropped up, with many
former Davidians, already greying around
the temples, paying homage to two men who
had set them on the road of success.

A host of distinguished former Davidians
were nominated in six categories. In the
Investec Award for a Considerable
Contribution in a Career/Profession, hon-
ours went to Discovery founder and CEO,
Adrian Gore.

The Liberty Life Award for a Remarkable
Success Story saw Brett Levy of Blue Label
Telecoms, scooping the honours. But in a
poignant move, Brett paid tribute to his
brother Mark, who sat in the audience. Brett
made it clear that the success of Blue Label
was as much Mark’s as his. But as Mark
went to Northview High - where he was head
boy - he couldn’t share the stage with Brett.

The Eric and Sheila Samson Award for
Gemilut Chesed was shared between Taddy
Blecher and Stan Seeff. Dr Blecher turned
down a R1,3 million per annum job in favour
of helping to increase access to education for
as many as possible in South Africa, helping
over 5 000 disadvantaged youth to enter an
institution for tertiary education. Stan Seeff
received his shared award for his intense

Bryan Schimmel Shane Dorfman

Wayne Derman Brett Levy

involvement in community activities.

The Blue Label Telecoms Award for a
Considerable Contribution to Sport, was like-
wise a shared one - between Dr Shane
Dorfman and Prof Wayne Derman.

Competition was very stiff for the Teljoy
Award for a considerable Contribution to
Performing Arts. Here Danny K (Koppel) and
veteran Bryan Schimmel, shared the prize.

The House of Busby Award for a
Considerable Contribution to Creative Arts
went to Lance Gewer for his 25 year career as
a director of photography and cinematogra-
phy.

The very slick evening saw some enter-
tainment of the highest order. Former Hillel
learner Steven Leas, who is living in the UK,
made a special appearance, with a host of
other top performers including Adam Davis,
Danny K, Lisa Melman and Bryan
Schimmel. The finalists from 2009’s “KD’s
Got Talent”, and former Davidian profession-
al dancers, Camille Bracher and Marise
Dusheiko, performed under the direction of
Vicky Friedman.

Proceeds raised from the show - tickets
sold at R300 - will help educate deserving
children at the KD Schools, whose parents
are not in a financial position to afford the
cost of a KD education.

Well-known theatre director
Swerdlow was MC for the evening.

“Hold Your Dream”, sung by Marise
Dusheiko and Camille Bracher, while the
screen behind them showed images high-
lighting the achievements of the King David
Schools’ Foundation (KDSF) over the years,
set the tone for what was to come. When the
screen was raised, the mood changed with a
collage of dancing, fire dancing, drumming,
modern dancing, interpretive dancing, and
break-dancing, which had the audience
shouting for more. This display was per-
formed by “KD’s Got Talent” finalists Jody
Kaplan and Gabriella Allan, as well as the
top five runners-up in that competition, Jess
Dworcan, Aston Silver, Jamie Wolpe, Diana
Berkowitz and Lindsay Katz.

The first speaker, Dr Richard Rayne, chair-
man of the King David Schools Foundation,
suggested that most successful people

Alan

Lance Gewer

become successful due to their perseverance in
the face of adversity. For him “successful peo-
ple have experienced significant failures in life
or in their work, but they have learned from
their failures... [and] people who don’t recog-
nise their failures... are often the ones failing
again and again.”

“The Prayer”, sung by Adam Davis and
Tumi Thulare, had the audience enraptured
by the stunning special effects produced by a
combination of a smoke machine, coloured
lighting and a lit up background, while the rest
of the stage was kept black - another Vicky
Friedman success.

Ryan Piemer, winner of the 2009 got enthusi-
astic applause for his rendition of “Your Song”.

A “Tap and Balls” routine, choreographed
by Debbie Rakusin, elicited very favourable
response. During this display the audience was
treated with some very impressive footwork by
seven men in Bafana Bafana uniforms, who
incorporated soccer balls into their perform-
ance.

» Anyone who missed the David Awards con-
cert, can tune in to Chaifm 101.9fm on Sunday
February 28 at 17:00, with Anita Maraney,
when the whole show will be broadcast. The
show will simultaneously be audio-streamed
on www.chaifm.com

Lisa Melman

Stamelman

PROPERTIES

CONTACT
Trevor Stamelman
Cell: 082-608-0168
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www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT

* Fairmount: 4 beds, 4 receptions,
2 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen, lovely
‘ gardens and pool, modern bright

and inviting R 2,6 million.

¢ Highlands North: 4 beds,
2 baths, pool, office +++
R1 399 000.
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o Highlands North: Extension
4 beds, 2 baths, pool + Jacuzzi
+ cottage. R1 500 000.

o Silvamonte: 3 beds, 2 baths,
3 receptions, large garden and
plenty outbuildings. R2,2 million.

o Sydenham: 3/4 beds, 2 baths,
pool, garden and more.
l From R800 000.

o Savoy Estate: 2 bed, duplex.
From R550 000.

‘A wise man hear

word and underst
Purim Sameach

© Kew: 2 bed, simplex, renovated.
From R750 000.

 Rouxville: 4 bed, 2 bath,
3 receptions, double garage,
cluster. R2 million.

Chevrah! /1

* For pictures of properties go to
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za
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Who says
‘Not every
day is Purim’?

DANIELLA ASHKENAZY
JERUSALEM

ACCORDING TO a Jewish
maxim, “Not every day is
Purim.”

But when it comes to life in
Israel, there’s a steady stream of
reasons to laugh year-round.
Just open the Hebrew papers on
any given day for at least one
incredible snippet of what passes
for normalcy in the Jewish State.

Antics aren’t limited to those
with harebrained schemes or
dumb-witted crooks. They
include officials from court
judges down to pencil pushers
courting trouble.

That includes a man from Beit
Shean, a town in the northern
Jordan Valley, who likes to strut
about dressed as a high-ranking
army officer - and not just on
Purim. Michael Levi, 38, was
hauled into court last November
by local cops and charged with
impersonating an officer and
“disgracing” the uniform.

The public defender and the
state’s attorney took one look at
Levi and agreed: Since everyone
and his brother in Beit Shean
knows the flaky defendant is a
fake, Levi could continue to mas-
querade to his heart’s content
year-round, provided he prom-
ised to keep his shenanigans
within city limits.

These and other wacky stories
are detailed on the Chelm-on-the-
Med website (http://www.chelm-
on-the-med.com), which collects
and publishes weird man-bites-
dog stories from the Israeli press.
There is no shortage of such
yarns.

Some clerks at the Jerusalem
rabbinate wrote a short, humor-
ous marriage manual to be hand-
ed out to new grooms, but they
decided to dress up the manual
by comparing married life to a
fish. The result was a genuine
kettle of fish that roiled everyone
from feminists to the Orthodox.

One passage said a husband
should compliment his wife five
times a day, “even if you have to
lie”, because a woman who does-
n’t receive a steady stream of
daily compliments from her
hubby will be “like a fish out of
water”.

Another gem warned newly-
weds that living with the in-laws
or even in close quarters to one’s
mother-in-law, would undermine
building their couplehood. Even
“the tastiest fish begins to stink
after a while”, the manual

warned.

The red-faced rabbinate
announced that the manual was
“an unauthorised private initia-
tive” by some low-level pencil
pushers.

During Purim, alcohol flows
like water. But what constitutes
alcohol in Israel? Five years
after Israeli police inaugurated
breathalyser testing to establish
intoxication, an independent lab
test ordered by a traffic court
established what many drivers
had suspected for years: The
device wasn’t accurate.

In late 2009, 14 days of inten-
sive testing by an analytical
chemist determined that the
breath-analysing apparatus was
oversensitive to humidity and
identified orange juice as alco-
hol.

In Ramat Gan, near Tel Aviv, a
29-year-old male student from
Bar Ilan University dressed up
and was dressed down all in a
matter of hours. Attired in a
dress, tights and boots, the glam-
orous imposter was questioned

for South African

LIONEL SLIER

FORMER SOUTH African Les
Handelsman, (pictured) has been
honoured with the Magen David
International Award.

Handelsman, now living in the
US, began his involvement with
Magen David Adom in 1967 during
the Six Day War when a friend asked
him to assist with the collection of
blood from the Jewish community
to send to Israel. That one act of
pikuach nefesh led to a lifetime
involvement with MDA.

As he became more involved he
was elected to the national board in
1969. Then, after the Yom Kippur
War, Handelsman with the help of
his late wife, Bella, together with the
committee, organised a brochure
and sports events at all the Jewish
golf clubs and sports centres in
South Africa.

They raised millions of rands
over the years to support the life-
saving work of MDA and funded the
construction of many ambulance
stations throughout Israel.

In 1979 Handelsman was elected
chairman of the national board and

served in that position for many
years. At present he is honorary life
president of MDA in South Africa.

IMDAC, the International Magen
David Adom Committee, was born
in 1987 and continues to this day.
Handelsman has served as treasur-
er of IMDAC for many years and is
currently a vice-chairman.

After Bella’s death, Handelsman
married Joan. They were attacked
in their Sandton complex one morn-
ing by the notorious “Knife Gang”
and they decided to join their chil-
dren in America.

On January 24, 130 people gath-
ered at the Four Seasons Hotel in
Los Angeles to pay tribute to
Handelsman, for his decades of
service saving lives in Israel.

The special guest speaker was
Yoni Yagodovsky, director of inter-
national affairs for Magen David in
Israel.

“Magen David Adom is the only
emergency service in Israel, answer-
ing every call 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, whether it is a birth,
car accident, heart attack, natural
disaster or devastating terror
attack.

“And, when an international
emergency occurs, (such as the
recent Haiti earthquake) its team of
dedicated staff and volunteers pack
their bags to continue their life-sav-
ing work. In addition, MDA provides
95 per cent of the blood to the entire
country (of Israel), 100 per cent to
the Israel Defence Forces and serves
as the disaster preparedness organi-
sation,” Yagodovsky told the gather-
ing.

“All of this is done with no gov-
ernment funding, which is why
American Friends of Magen David
Adom exists, to raise funds and pro-
vide advocacy for this vital service.

“MDA is completely humanitari-
an and helps all regardless of reli-
gion, race or ethnic origin.

“We salute Les for his dedication
to saving lives in Israel and around
the world.” he said.

after being caught red-faced and
red-handed on campus trying to
score with his girlfriend by sit-
ting for her university entrance
exams.

Adorned with natural flowing
tresses, he swore his disguise
was foolproof. Testers, however,
considered the large dark sun-
glasses he wore a dead giveaway.
Soft-hearted police released the
chagrined pair without pressing
charges, saying: “They’re a nor-
mal couple who just went too far
with their fantasies.”

But the most fantastic news
story ever tied to Purim in Israel
belongs to a yellowed 2002 classic
from Yediot Achronot. Thirty
professionals - engineers, silver-
smiths and sofrei stam (scribes
of holy texts) - banded to create
what undoubtedly is the most
pricey Purim noisemaker since
the Big Bang - or at least the fifth
century BCE, when the Purim
story took place.

Hardly for paupers, the 65
designer graggers made of sil-
ver, silver with gold embellish-
ments, or silver-plated brass,
were priced between $11 860 to
$23 260 each and marketed as col-
lector’s items.

No wonder: Not only did they
contain a handwritten scroll
with the entire Book of Esther,
but also a tzedakah (charity)
box, offering buyers an ingen-
ious way of recapping their
investment. (JTA)

UJW efllorts swell
Hatzolah coffers

FOLLOWING THE Union of Jewish
Women’s highly successful “Divas
in Concert 2” toward the end of last
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year, the Sandton branch donated
R50 000 to Hatzolah. The remainder
of the proceeds were used for UJW’s

crisis projects, including the feeding
and clothing of “Granny-and-Child-
headed Households”, and the Rape
Crisis Clinics, supported by the
Union.

Handing over the donation to
Hatzolah, are Bev Cohen, convener
of “Divas in Concert”, and Lynne
Raphaely and Elaine Katz, co-chair-
men of Sandton UJW.
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US ISLAMIC ENVOY 'REGRETS' AL ARIAN REMARKS

WASHINGTON - President Barack
Obama's new Islamic envoy has
admitted to making critical state-
ments against the prosecution of a
professor with ties to a Palestinian
terrorist group.

"I made statements on that panel
that I now recognise were ill con-
ceived or not well formulated,"
Rashad Hussain told Politico last
weekend in reference to comments
made at a 2004 Muslim students
conference in Chicago.

Hussain, a deputy associate
White House counsel, was appoint-
ed last week as the US envoy to the
Organization of the Islamic
Conference.

At the 2004 conference, Hussain
called the prosecution of Sami Al-
Arian part of a pattern "of politi-

cally motivated prosecutions
where you have huge Justice
Department press conferences
announcing that a certain person
is a grave threat to American secu-
rity".

Hussain, then a student at Yale
Law School, did not offer a view on
Al-Arian's innocence or guilt on
the charges that Al-Arian served
as a leader for Palestinian Islamic
Jihad in the United States.

Al-Arian was acquitted on eight
of 17 counts; the jury could not
arrive at a verdict on the other
counts. Rather than face a retrial,
he pleaded guilty to one conspira-
cy charge in exchange for early
deportation.

Hussain's remarks were
revealed in reports by The Global

Muslim Brotherhood Daily
Report, a watchdog focusing on
Islamist groups, and on the
Cybercast News Service, a conser-
vative website, and disseminated
by the Zionist Organisation of
America.

Initially Hussain implied that
the comments were misreported
and that they came from Laila Al-
Arian, the daughter of Al-Arian
and another panellist at the con-
ference. Suspicion was raised as
well when his comments disap-
peared from the website of a mag-
azine on Middle East issues.

Hussain's  confession  was
prompted when Politico confront-
ed him with a recording of the
presentation in which Hussain can
be heard distinctly making critical

comments about the Al-Arian case
and other cases against Muslim
terror suspects.

In his statement Hussain also
admitted that he asked
Washington Report, the magazine
in question, to remove the quota-
tions attributed to him.

"When I saw the article that
attributed comments to me with-
out context, leaving a misimpres-
sion, I contacted the publication to
raise concerns about it," he said.
"Eventually, of their own accord,
they modified the article."

On Monday, the White House
said it continued to have confi-
dence in Hussain, noting his writ-
ings on how to counter the
exploitation of Islam by terrorist
groups. (JTA)
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Still, Masuku’s silence on ‘hate
speech’ charge is deafening

ROBYN SASSEN

ACCORDING to Vincent Moaga, the press liai-
son officer for the South African Human
Rights Commission, Bongani Masuku,
International Relations spokesman for the
Congress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu) who
was found guilty of hate speech late last year,
has not yet tendered an apology to the SA
Jewish Board of Deputies and the community
at large. He was taken to the Human Rights
Commission by the SA Jewish Board of

Deputies for remarks he had made about Jews.

Masuko opted to appeal the charge. Moaga
explained that Masuku had 45 days from the
time of the finding to lodge his appeal. This
time period expires today, February 25.

At the time of going to press (on
Wednesday), Moaga confirmed that if Masuku
didn’t appeal, the SAHRC’s findings would
stand; and that the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies was at liberty to now take
the matter to the Equality Court if they so
wished.

El Al voted the best airline
security by Global Traveller

NEW YORK - El Al, the national airline of
Israel, has been voted by more than 25 000 read-
ers of Global Traveller (GT) Magazine as the
airline with the world’s best security.

This honour has been given to El Al for three
consecutive years (which is how long the cate-
gory has been recognised).

In response to a survey conducted by Global
Traveller readers, the best in business and lux-
ury travel for 2009 were selected. The GT annu-
al awards are one of the most prestigious in the
industry. GT Publisher/CEO Fran Gallagher
said: “Our award winners continue to set the
benchmark for service in the industry and our

readers know quality. Year after year, the win-
ners they vote for emulate those high standards.
El Al’s dedication to security keeps it tops in the
‘Best Airline for Security’ category.”

“We are proud to be recognised as the airline
industry leader in security,” commented Offer
Gat, CEO, El Al Israel Airlines, North/Central
America.

“Security and safety remain a top priority for
El Al and we are proud to provide an uncompro-
mised level at all times.”

Global Traveller is a business, travel, and
lifestyle publication catering to seasoned inter-
national business travellers and frequent flyers.
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ISRAELI FILM WINS PRIZE AT BERLIN FESTIVAL

BERLIN - An Israeli short film won
second prize at a Berlin festival.

"Hayerida" ("The Descent"), by
Shai Miedzinski of Tel Aviv, took
the Silver Bear Award at the
Berlinale International Film
Festival.

Shot in the Negev desert, it
shows a family in search of the
perfect stone for the grave of their
son. The film is permeated with the
sounds of clinking stones, wind
and sand.

Miedzinski, who was born in
1979, told the audience at a festival
screening that he had lost his
father 10 years ago and wanted to
make a film about coping with the
death of a loved one. He ended up
casting his own sister, his mother
and her new boyfriend in the film.

"It's hard to depict grief, a transi-
tion for a family," the jury noted,
"but the director listens to the wind
blow and frames the emotion."

"Budrus", a US production by
Brazilian-born filmmaker Julia
Bacha, won second prize in the
Panorama Audience Award. One of
several documentaries dealing
with the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, "Budrus" documents the
largely non-violent protest by resi-
dents of a Palestinian village when
construction of Israel's security

fence threatens to destroy their
olive groves and cemetery
grounds.

Two controversial films dealing
with Second World War history
caused a stir at the festival.

"Jew Suss: Rise and Fall", a
major production by director
Oskar Roehler, fictionalises the
story about the 1940 anti-Semitic
propaganda feature film "Jued
Suess" by German director Viet
Harlan.

Roehler's film was roundly
booed; critics blasted its unreflect-
ed portrayals of anti-Semitism and
fake details, such as a Jewish wife
for the main character.

"Portrait of the Fighter as a
Young Man", by Romanian director
Constantin Popescu, tells the story
of Second World War-era national-
ist Romanian fighters around Ion
Gavrila-Ogoranu.

The American Jewish Commi-
ttee Berlin office issued a state-
ment accusing the filmmaker of
"distorting history [and] ignoring
the anti-Semitic and anti-demo-
cratic nature of the film's main
character". The Romanian-based
Elie Wiesel National Institute for
Studying the Holocaust had urged
the festival not to include the film.
(JTA)
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Graca Machel with hosts of the evening, Eric and Sheila Samson.
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Presentation to SAJBD’s Zev Krengel and Wendy Kahn by Malcolm Hoenlein and Alan Solow

(Conference of Presidents).

The Samsons host glittering function for COP

RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPHS BY SHAWN BENJAMIN PHOTOGRAPHY

THE HIGHLIGHT of the recently concluded visit to South

Africa by a top-ranking international Jewish delegation,
was undoubtedly the dinner held in Cape Town together
with Jewish business leaders at the Albow Centre, at the
end of last week.

The members of the 65-person delegation, representing
both the Congress of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organisations (COP) and the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress
(EAJC), will certainly have experienced their fair share of
prestigious functions laid on in their honour over the years,
as they visit different Jewish communities on an annual
basis.

However, judging by the atmosphere at this their final
function in South Africa, this event will surely rank right
up there with the best of them.

Of special note was the table décor in the enormous white
marquee in which the dinner was held - the roof and the
walls of which were transparent. This allowed guests to
watch the onset and growth of one of South Africa’s magnif-
icent sunsets and as darkness fell, the stars with “our own”
Southern Cross could be seen while guests were eating, lis-
tening to the speeches and enjoying the entertainment pro-
vided by the Cape Minstrels and Stirling EQ, one the city’s
premier music groups.

The function’s guest speaker was Nelson Mandela’s wife,
Graca Machel, who delivered the keynote address. This
included a message of welcome and good wishes from her

Ll

-
Mervyn Smith (African Jewish Congress) with Alexander
Mashkevich (president of the Euro Asian Jewish Congress)
and Li Boiskin (vice national chairman and Cape Council
chairman of the SAJBD)

o W

The Cape Minstrels dancing with Conference of Presidents delegates Moshe Smith, Cory Schneider and Roy Cohen.

Franki Cohen, Andy Da Costa and Dorothy Sank.

husband.

During her address she spoke warmly of South African
Jewry, whom she described as valued citizens who had not
just invested in building their own community, but assisting
the country as a whole.

EAJC President Alexander Mashkevich echoed Graca
Machel’s sentiments, saying how inspiring it was to see
such a vibrant community which was so strongly connected
to its Jewish roots, yet at the same time, so very much inte-
grated and involved in the country that it called home.

The function which was attended by several hundred
people, was hosted by Eric and Sheila Samson, who went to
extraordinary lengths to make this an occasion to remem-
ber for all - with fur carpets, antique chairs and fairy
lights in the trees outside, being just a few of the “special”
touches.

In the course of the evening, a presentation was made to
Wendy Kahn and SAJBD national director and Zev Krengel,
national chairman, by COP President Alan Solow and
Malcolm Hoenlein, COP’s executive vice chairman, who
thanked them both for the extensive time and effort they
had put in to make the delegation’s visit such a success.

During her acknowledgement, SAJBD’s Wendy Kahn,
who co-ordinated the visiting delegation’s whirlwind week-
long programme, could not praise the Samsons enough for
the trouble they had gone to.

“Thanks to Eric and Sheila, who went so much further
than could reasonably be expected of them, our guests were
given a taste of true Jewish South African hospitality that
will remain with them for a long time afterwards” she said.

Part of the transparent “marquee” on the grounds of the
Albow Centre in Cape Town, where the dinner was held.

Conference of Presidents’ delegate Marty Goldstein with
Jennifer and Hugh Herman.
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LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

HEIDELBERG
Irwin Bartkunsky continues:

“To recall more people living there:
I Wolfson had a general dealers and
produce merchants store. Bobby
Pick, his wife and parents were
farmers; Gerald Smith and a Mr
Padowitz were pharmacists. The
latter had two daughters, I remem-
ber.

“The Grand Hotel was run by
Monty and Sidney Shevel. They
also ran the Tattersalls in Nigel.

“The cheder was conducted by
Rabbi Blumsohn who came from
Nigel every Monday and Thursday.
Rabbi Blumsohn was at Nigel for 32
years. The Jewish community
dwindled and the shul was eventu-
ally sold to the Freemasons.

“At present in Heidelberg there
is a vet, Dr Katz, who also practises
in nearby Meyerton.”

Going back into his past,
Bartkunsky said that when he left
school, “I went into my dad’s busi-
ness, Heidelberg Electric Roller
Mills. I was there until I was called
up to do my nine months fulltime
army service. The arrangement
was that while in the army, the
company that the recruit worked
at, would pay him, a princely sum
of 50 cents a day.

“This was in the 1960s. I joined
Iscor, Vanderbijl Park and they
paid this. However, at the end of
1963, I was permanently exempted
from further military obligations.

“I left Iscor as I wanted to drive
overland to Israel, unrealistic as it
was. However, I did reach
Windhoek, in the then South West
Africa, and I was offered a job at
M Pupkewitz & Sons. They sold
almost everything; in fact they
were like a miniature Barlows, the
huge South African industrial com-
pany. I was there for three years
and then went back to Heidelberg.

“In. 1971 I met Estelle
Chatzkelowitz from Boksburg and
we were married. We lived in
Heidelberg, but my dad died in 1974
and we sold the business. I then
went to Boksburg and joined my
father-in-law, Percy, at Star
Butchery in Boksburg North.”

Currently Bartkunsky is with
W F Johnstone Boards and Doors.
When the company decided to
increase their scope of operations
to include the Cape, Natal and Free
State markets, a new division was
formed under the directorship of
Bartkunsky, who was called a “vet-
eran trader” in a magazine article.

MUIZENBERG
From Hyman Jocum:

“The beautiful old Cape Dutch-
style post office in Muizenberg, was
completed in August 1911. Many
years later it became the police sta-
tion.

“It was fortunate that
Muizenberg’s post office was com-
pleted at that time, because it was
only four months later, on
December 27 1911, to be precise,
that the first airmail post was deliv-
ered to that post office. On that day
the first aeroplane to deliver post,
left the Kenilworth racecourse and
landed at Oldham’s Field in
Wherry Road 30 minutes later. The
pilot was Evelyn Driver.

“Muizenberg’s post office was
therefore the first in the then
Union of South Africa to receive
postal articles.

“One year after the end of the
First World War, (1919) a former
Royal Flying Corps pilot, Frank
Solomon, took one passenger at a
time aboard his De Havilland for
the then enormous price of one

guinea (one pound and one
shilling) for a 15 minute ride. He
parked his plane in the vicinity of
the Ernest Baker-designed house,
Vergenoegd, on the east side of
Muizenberg Vlei.”

SHANGHAI

From Max Stange (formerly from
Durban: Re: The Jewish communi-
ty there):

“Some call it ‘fate’, but the
Greenbergs prefer ‘mission’. The
children of Rabbi Moshe and
Devorah Greenberg - there are 17
in all - were raised in Bnei Brak,
Israel.

“But today the family is dis-
persed around the globe in places
as remote as Alaska, Ukraine, and
Shanghai. Sholom and his wife
Dini live in Shanghai. ‘We were
young and in search of an interest-
ing place for shlichut, different and
challenging, and maybe something
that no-one else would want to do,’
says Sholom. ‘When we arrived,
there were some 150 Jews, the
majority of whom did not see any
need for religious activities. Today
we have 2 000 Jews, among them
500 Israelis, 500 Americans and
several hundred Europeans.’
Chabad of Shanghai is there to
serve all these sectors.

“Sholom and Dini’s children
have acclimatised well to life as
Chabad shluchim in China. All five
speak a fluent Chinese (‘they serve
as our translators’). Still, the lone-
liness can become difficult.

“But three years ago another
Greenberg brother, Avremi, moved
to Shanghai with his wife,
Nechomi, and settled in a subur-
ban area called Podong, an hour
outside of the city centre. ‘When I
tried to convince him to come,’ says
Sholom, ‘I told him that I'm very
lonely. Then I added that there is a
need for an additional shaliach... It
makes life much easier.’

“Sholom says the reception to
Chabad in China was somewhat
cool at first. People were ‘suspi-
cious of us’, he says. But that faded
as soon as they realised that
Chabad was not in China to seek
converts, but only to provide
Jewish residents and tourists with
a spiritual and religious home
base.”

Two items from Dr. Denzil Levy:
UITENHAGE

“In three different publications I
have found errors in regard to the
mayoral service that took place in
Uitenhage, when the late Joe Levy
occupied that high office. Levy
occupied the office of mayor for
four periods of two years each.
“The mayoral services were con-
ducted by Rev M Klaff and the ser-
mons delivered by the Rev A Levy -
my father - Rabbi Vainstein and

Rabbi Bender, during their terms of
office.

“On all occasions I conducted the
choir of the Port Elizabeth Hebrew
Congregation, not as stated, that
Rabbi Vainstein conducted the
service and Rev Klaff the choir.”

GRAHAMSTOWN

“Rev A Levy sued Johannes von
Strauss von Moltke, Harry Victor
Inch and David Hermanus Olivier
Junior, for libel in the infamous
Greyshirt Trial (1934). The SA
Jewish Board of Deputies actually
financed the trial.

“I still have a fabulous memory
in spite of my age - 92 years - and
am still playing a very active role
both in the Jewish community
and serving on the committees of
various institutions in the wider
community of Port Elizabeth.
“Should the history of Port
Elizabeth Jewry be written in the
near future, I sincerely trust that I
shall be consulted prior to publi-
cation, in order to avoid errors
occurring.”

BLOEMFONTEIN
From Leah Chabas: (United
Hebrew Institutions, Bloemfon-

tein)

On Saturday February 13 2010, a
special brocha was held in the
Bloemfontein Communal Hall
where the community bade
farewell to Chaim and Tamar
Pretorius who were relocating to
Johannesburg.

“In his speech, Ronnie Rosen,
president of the United Hebrew
Institutions of Bloemfontein,
thanked the Pretorius family for
their wonderful integration into
the community and mentioned that
never in the history of the
Bloemfontein community had an
entire family (consisting of parents
and four children) converted to
Judaism. He wished them every
success in Johannesburg.

“Chaim Pretorius replied that it
had been a wonderful experience
for them and thanked the commu-
nity for accepting them as fully-
fledged Orthodox Jews and that
Bloemfontein would always have a
special place in their hearts.”

JOHANNESBURG

Community Buzz recently carried
an item saying that the South
African Friends of Beit
Hatefutsoth had completed
Volume Four of their massive 5
volume task of the story of the
South African country communi-
ties. Many people telephoned Beit
Hatefutsoth asking where they
could buy the book.

Actually we had jumped the gun.
The fourth volume is almost ready
to be launched - but that has not yet
taken place.
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IMMACULATE ROCK-SOLID HOI
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THE KOSHER COTTAGE

JOHANNESBURG - GLENHAZEL
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Six Birnam Business College
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ECAUSE OF TODAY'S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET -
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for a term at Birnam Business College ~
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AND WIN:
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branches (listed below).
But hurry.
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J Finance & Accounting B,R"A
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J Marketing 45 YEARS OF EDUCATING FOR SUCCESS
-] Banking . .
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REFORM RABBIS GATHERING 'ON
THE EDGE'

SAN FRANCISCO - More than 500
Reform rabbis are expected to attend
the 121st annual convention of the
Central Conference of American
Rabbis in San Francisco, according to
j. the Jewish news weekly of
Northern California.

The convention, scheduled for
March 7 - 10, attracts Reform rabbis
who work at Hillels and nonprofits,
or in academia and congregations.

The most unique element of the
long-standing conference will be the
second day of the convention, which
the co-ordinators have dubbed
"Innovations in Jewish Life: On the
Edge of the Continent".

Instead of spending the day in con-
ference rooms, the rabbis will spend
the morning in the community meet-
ing with Jewish thinkers, artists,
leaders and community organisers
before reconvening in the afternoon
to talk about what they have learned.

"We're trying to create a dialogue,
not a diatribe, so people can really
talk out the issues," said Rabbi Peretz
Wolf-Prusan, one of several Bay Area
rabbis helping to plan the conven-
tion.

Rabbis at the conference will be
able to choose from among 10 options
ranging in focus from mikvah move-
ment to Jewish literature to bioethics
to conflict resolution.

"What's great fun about this is [the
speakers] are people who do not feel
they are a part of 'normative, main-
stream' Jewish life, and here will be
500 rabbis coming to meet them,"
Wolf-Prusan said.

"We're trying to create an intersec-
tion of dedicated rabbis and dedicat-
ed artists, poets, writers who may not
normally meet each other."

Wolf-Prusan is hoping that the field
trips inspire and motivate the partic-
ipants.

"It's rare to hang out with people
for whom the question 'What if?'
comes first, before 'How do we pay for
it?" or 'Who will be upset by this?"
Wolf-Prusan said.

"We want to create small and large
opportunities for meaningful imagin-
ing and innovation because that's the
secret of the Jewish people. That's
what we do. We don't have to wait for
a disaster to be imaginative. We don't
have to wait for the next mortal chal-
lenge to reinvent ourselves." (JTA)

US TRADE REP DROPS ISRAEL
FROM WATCH LIST

WASHINGTON - Israel and the
United States Trade Representative
struck a deal that will remove Israel
from the USTR watch list.

Israel was on the Special 301
Priority Watch List, which monitors
international intellectual property,
because of a disagreement over pro-
tections of pharmaceuticals.

Israel had allowed the manufacture
of generic drugs five years after a
patented drug was approved for use.
Other violations cited by USTR
included the failure to adequately
address Internet piracy and leaking
undisclosed pharmaceutical data
obtained from US manufacturers.

Under the new agreement
announced last week by the Israeli
Embassy in Washington, foreign
companies can market their product
exclusively for a longer period of
time in Israel and will receive com-
mercial incentive to introduce new
drugs into the Israeli healthcare sys-
tem in a timely fashion.

When the drug's patent expires in
either the United States or Europe,
Israeli generic companies can begin
manufacturing. (JTA)

The United Nations Security Council, shown in session on February 18, has passed sanctions legislation three times against Iran,
but has failed to curb the Islamic Republic’s nuclear ambitions. (PHOTOGRAPH: UN PHOTO/ESKINDER DEBEBE)

If sanctions on Iran haven't
worked, why bother again?

URIEL HEILMAN
NEW YORK

FOR YEARS, sanctions have been the
world’s answer to Iran’s suspected pursuit
of nuclear weapons.

Three times already - in 2006, 2007 and
2008 - the UN Security Council passed sanc-
tions legislation aimed at obstructing
Iran’s nuclear capabilities and prodding
the government in Tehran into co-operat-
ing.

The result: Iran moved ahead with build-
ing clandestine nuclear facilities, installing
centrifuges and enriching uranium, while
refusing full access to international
weapons inspectors and turning down
deals with the West.

Last week, the International Atomic
Energy Agency issued a report saying it
had evidence of “past or current undis-
closed activities” by Iran to build a nuclear
warhead.

Tehran repeatedly has made clear that
its policy toward the West - on the nuclear
issue and other matters, including last
year’s disputed election - is defiance and
obduracy, not co-operation or capitulation.

Now, in the face of mounting evidence
that Iran’s pursuit of a nuclear bomb con-
tinues unabated, pro-Israel groups and US
and European governments again are
pushing for new sanctions.

Given that sanctions haven’t worked in
the past, is there any hope that things will
be different this time?

“We won’t know the answer until we
actually try,” said Malcolm Hoenlein, exec-
utive vice-chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organisations, the main US Jewish
umbrella group on Mideast-related issues.

“Sanctions can have an impact if they’re
the right kind of sanctions, if they’re not
going to be put off,” Hoenlein said. “The
question is implementation. It’s not mov-
ing fast enough. The Iranians only under-
stand one language: They have to under-
stand this is showdown time.”

For now the approach among Jewish
organisational leaders who have led the
campaign to halt Iran’s pursuit of nuclear
weapons, is to continue to promote sanc-
tions - both by the United Nations and by
individual countries, including the United
States. The thinking is that sanctions cur-
rently under consideration are consider-
ably tougher than earlier rounds and must
be tried before any other options can be
explored.

“If we’re willing to put meaningful,
painful sanctions in place, it can work,”

said Josh Block, spokesman for the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee,
which has been the main lobbying group
pushing Congress for sanctions on Iran.

“Do we have the ability to create signifi-
cant economic pain for the Iranian govern-
ment? Yes.

Are they willing to change their behav-
iour based on that impact? We don’t know,”
Block acknowledged.

The new UN sanctions would target
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps
and more severely restrict Iran’s banking
industry. For enactment, nine of the UN
Security Council’s members must vote for
them, and none of the five permanent,
veto-wielding members - China, Russia, the
United States, Britain and France - can
block them.

Russia, an early holdout, is now sending
signals it favours new sanctions, but China
has yet to agree. Four more yes votes would
be necessary from the 10 rotating mem-
bers: Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina , Brazil,
Gabon, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Nigeria,
Turkey and Uganda.

The four votes are not yet in place, insid-
ers say, and the date for a vote on sanctions
continues to be pushed back.

Meanwhile, the US Congress is set to
pass broad unilateral sanctions that would
target Iran’s energy sector.

As the day of reckoning with a nuclear
Iran fast approaches, advocates in the
Jewish community are being forced to con-
front the question of where to go beyond
sanctions.

There are no sure answers. Sanctions
have not worked so far, and the US admin-
istration doesn’t appear close to consider-
ing the military option.

Even if Israel were to circumvent the
United States and strike Iran, it would be
hard to wipe out the country’s nuclear
facilities, which are thought to include
sites that are hidden, underground, scat-
tered and heavily fortified.

Some Jewish groups have begun talking
about how to live with a nuclear Iran.
Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi, the founder and
president of The Israel Project, said that
even if sanctions couldn’t stop Iran from
going nuclear, they still could help deter a
nuclear Iran from using its weapons.

“The idea that the game is over if Iran
has a nuclear device is mistaken,” Mizrahi
told JTA. “As long as Iran hasn’t used a
nuclear device to shoot anybody or give it
to terrorists, we still have to give it a full-
court press.”

It’s possible, she noted, that Iran already
has obtained a nuclear device from North

Korea or other clandestine methods.

“Even if they were to have a nuclear
device and a rocket today, it would still be
useful to have sanctions,” Mizrahi said.
“They can still be dissuaded from using
their weapons and giving them up.”

With the time remaining for effective
sanctions to have an impact on the
Iranian regime dwindling, is it time to go
to Plan B?

“There are plan Bs,” Hoenlein said. “We
have not advocated military action. We
don’t believe that’s our role. We believe all
options should be on the table, including
that. If they don’t believe all options are on
the table, they will never move.”

Plan B, he said, could entail anything
from a naval blockade to military strikes.
The United States does not yet appear to be
at that point, but of course Israel at any
point could move to its own Plan B.

Even as they concede that serious ques-
tions remain about the efficacy of new
sanctions and other options, US Jewish
organisational leaders are canvassing the
country and holding meetings around the
world to warn about the dangers of a
nuclear Iran - and not just so they can feel
like they’re doing something or to give
their audiences a reason to lay awake at
night.

“I'm not trying to suggest this as a
panacea,” said Rabbi Steve Gutow, execu-
tive director of the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs, a policy umbrella group.
“We still have to get the sanctions thing
passed.”

Talking about the dangers of a nuclear
Iran could energise people to lobby their
elected representatives, press the issue at
consulates and embassies, and talk to asso-
ciates with business interests overseas
about the imperative to isolate Iran, he
said.

The point, several Jewish officials said,
was to not give up.

“Because of our history, because of our
teachings, I think we’ve been taught that
one cannot just sit by and watch evil win,”
Gutow said, citing Theodor Herzl’s famous
“Im Tirtzu” line - “If you will it, it is no
dream.”

Mizrahi also cited Herzl. “I'm not opti-
mistic about any of these things, but as
Golda Meir put it, Jews don’t have the
option of being pessimists,” Mizrahi said.
“If every time the world said it’s impossible
for Israel to accomplish something, if
they’d listened Israel wouldn’t have gone
back to reclaim the land, drain the swamps
and build the country. I believe very
strongly in what Herzl said.” (JTA)
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PSC ‘hijacks’

ROBYN SASSEN

“MUSIC IS about communi-
cation,” Florian Uhlig, artis-
tic director of the fifth
International Mozart festi-
val told the audience at the
festival’s penultimate con-
cert in Johannesburg early
this month. “Obviously we
will be back next year,” he
declared to delighted app-
lause in the almost capacity-
filled Linder Auditorium.
The festival’s musical direc-
tor, Richard Cock, corrobo-
rated: “It was an extremely
successful.” But it was not
without controversy.

The programme of the fes-
tival’s fourth chamber con-
cert contained a disclaimer:
“[it] has been made possible
solely through the support
of the Germany Embassy.
The musicians are members
of the West-Eastern Divan
Orchestra (WEDO) and have
been invited to play as indi-
viduals, independently of
the orchestra. Johannes-
burg International Mozart
Festival is not affiliated with
any religious or political
groups in South Africa or
abroad.”

Clearly the Germans had
insight into how WEDO, an
orchestra created by Buenos
Aires-born Israeli resident and promi-
nent conductor and pianist Daniel
Barenboim; and Palestinian scholar,
Edward Said, might be received locally. A
mandolinist, three violinists, a cellist and
a viola-player, each with impressive edu-
cational and performance credentials in
Israel and the West, performed. The ‘cel-
list booked was Lebanon-born Nassib
Ahmadieh; he is currently applying for
German citizenship and was not able to
leave Germany at the time. He was
replaced by local ‘cellist Susan Mouton.

The premise informing WEDO was to
“enable intercultural dialogue” for young
musicians from Israel and various Arab
countries. Based in Seville, Spain since
2002, and supported by the Andalusian
government, the orchestra proves music
“can break down barriers previously con-
sidered insurmountable.” It believes
“there will never be another military
solution to the Middle East conflict;
Israelis and Palestinians are inextricably
linked.”

WEDO is about getting people to listen
to one another. Music, by itself can, of
course, not resolve political conflict; it
gives the individual the right and obliga-
tion to express himself while listening to
his neighbour.

An equal number of Israeli and Arab
musicians form WEDO. Since its incep-
tion in 1999, it has performed in most
European countries, the Americas and
the Middle East. It enjoys an extremely
high-profiled repertoire of recordings
and collaborations, but this was its first
South African appearance.

The plot thickened when the Western
Province Zionist Council made block
bookings for the concert, to sell to the
community. “We did this on the sugges-
tion of Richard Cock”, Executive Director

Mariam Said, widow of
Edward Said.
Photograph courtesy
www.birzeit.edu

WEDO visit

Daniel Barenboim and members of the West-Eastern
Divan Orchestra. Photograph courtesy www.daniel-
barendoim.com

of the WPZC, Julie Berman
said. “We believe in the co-
existence of a two-state
solution and believe that
soccer and music are the
kind of things that best can
forge this thinking. We
booked 100 tickets. Richard
also suggested that we host
a cocktail party to welcome
the performers. Unfortuna-
tely we had another func-
tion pre-planned at the time,
so we put out the idea to the
community. The Gitlin
Library agreed to host it
and duly advertised this.

“Then a press release was
distributed nationally, writ-
ten by Mariam Said - Edward’s widow -
and Daniel Barenboim. I heard it dis-
cussed on Voice of the Cape,” Berman
commented. Referring to “an illegal
appropriation of WEDO’s name”, under
the aegis of the Palestine Solidarity
Committee, the release claimed that
“WEDO management insisted ‘categori-
cally no musician related to the West-
Eastern Divan Orchestra can be present
at an event held under the auspices of the
Zionist Council.”” It added that WPZC
aims “to steal public credibility by illegal-
ly using the respected name of WEDO for
its partisan objectives; namely the decep-
tive use of ‘soft’ events... as a tactic to pro-
mote, raise funds for and ‘normalize’
Israel’s violent, illegal occupation of
Palestine.”

The release “publicly condemns WPZC
and SAZF for employing strategies to
undermine post-Apartheid South Africa’s
moral and political victory against
racism, in importing and defending poli-
cies of Apartheid Israel which violently
seeks a racist ‘Jew only’ state.”

Said Berman, “I decided I was not going
to respond; it would mean that the attack
had succeeded. I refused to hand back the
tickets. There was no trouble at the con-
cert,” she added. “We were asked to can-
cel the pre-concert party at the Gitlin,
which we did.” Cock added that he would
consider rehosting WEDO in South
Africa, but that it had involved “serious
high maintenance”, with the acrimony
engendered. The German Ambassador to
South Africa, Dieter Haller, added “we
would have no problems sponsoring
WEDO again next year.” He attended the
WEDO concert in Stellenbosch on
February 9 and enjoyed it tremendously,
as he enjoyed conversing with members
of the orchestra.
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The Just Property Group is
proud to bring you a special-

ised residential property sales
division, expanding on our
comprehensive existing franchise
chain of Just Letting and Just
Commercial.

Sellers and prospective
agents please contact
Jeffrey Sher 011 483 1265
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FLORIDA BUSINESSMEN ARRESTED FOR FINANCING HEZBOLLAH

TAMPA - Three Florida businessmen were
arrested on February 18 for smuggling
video games to a mall in Paraguay linked
to Hezbollah.

The businessmen, from the Miami-Dade
area, were arrested for smuggling video
games and other electronic products to a
shopping centre that federal agents say
served as a front for financing Hezbollah.

Hezbollah has been designated a terror-
ist group by the United States.

Americans are prohibited from doing

business with the Lebanon-based group
under a post-9/11 law.

The businessmen, who sold thousands
of Sony PlayStation 2 consoles and Sony
digital cameras during 2007 and 2008 to the
shopping mall in Paraguay, have been
identified as Khaled T Safadi, Ulises
Talavera and Emilio Gonzalez-Neira,
according to the Miami Herald.

The mall has been identified by the US
Treasury Department as a funder of and
headquarters for Hezbollah. (JTA)
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Looking back at
the schoolyard

IT IS legend that Jewish parents will do anything
to make sure their kids get a good education. It is
a basic value, virtually “embedded” in the Jewish
genes, manifested in numerous countries -
America, Canada, Mexico, Australia, England and
others. Their Jewish populations - all of them
“people of the book” in their own ways - are
among the highest educated of all groups.

This certainly applies in South Africa. But it
was not always so. The older generation of Jews,
who arrived in the late 1880s and early 1900s from
Eastern Europe, seeking to escape the poverty,
was in many cases poorly educated. Yet they
understood the dire necessity that if their kids
were to have better lives, they would have to be
educated.

So they struggled and sacrificed, and sent their
kids to schools and universities, and often to
“extra lessons”.

South African Jews became highly educated
and successful - professionals, scientists, busi-
nesspeople, academics, artists and others. Jewish
kids attended government schools in the cities
and numerous country areas where they lived, in
many cases receiving a good education alongside
their non-Jewish peers.

Over the years, Jewish schools were established
in the cities to provide a more focused Jewish
learning environment.

Sadly, many government schools today have
fallen in standard, as has the national education
system in general - witnessed by the generally
abysmal national matric results last year in gov-
ernment schools.

The number of Jewish kids in government
schools today has dropped dramatically, partly
because there are very few Jews left in country
areas and partly because Jewish parents are con-
cerned about low standards in those institutions.
Some 85 per cent of Jewish kids today are in
Jewish schools.

The ethos of our different Jewish schools
ranges over a wide spectrum, from religious to
secular. It is a justified source of pride that Jewish
schools have followed the reverse trend to the
country, becoming better and better each year,
achieving a 100 per cent pass rate for last year’s
matric.

Among this array, the King David schools are
among the oldest, the first being established in
1945. They are so institutionalised in the world of
South African Jewry today, that it would be hard
to imagine the South African Jewish community
without a King David. Thousands of Jews have
graduated from them and live all over the world.

What makes a good school? The factors are
many - good teachers; good facilities and infra-
structure; good curriculum; good headmasters;
involved parents; and others. In the overall, how-
ever, the proof of a school’s worth can often be
measured by what its graduates say about it and
about special teachers who influenced them, when
they look back as adults in later life.

The David Awards presented at last Sunday’s
glittering function at the Lyric Theatre in
Johannesburg, reported on page 3, went to King
David graduates who had made their mark in
many areas of life.

The schools are justifiably proud of them. There
were dancers, artists, businessmen, academics
and others - a visible testament to the open-mind-
edness and validation of different life paths the
schools have inculcated in their learners.

What stood out time after time - and brought a
tear to many an eye - was what each winner had to
say about the schools, looking back at the forma-
tive childhood years they spent there.

They spoke about them with such profound
warmth and gratitude and told endearing anec-
dotes. There was also much humour, which is
always a good indicator of what an experience has
meant.

Among the tributes repeated again and again,
were those to the two Wolf brothers, Elliot and
Jeffrey, who were long-time principals at two of
the King David campuses.

This tribute essentially also encapsulates all the
numerous other teachers and principals who
guided the schools and their learners over the
years.

We salute all our great Jewish day schools.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

‘The hate whose name
one dare not speak’

IT°S BEEN a rough week for Israeli
envoys in the UK, Ireland, France and
Germany, all of whom were called in
for “frank discussion” - diplomatic
weasel-speak for angry confrontation -
on the unfolding cloned passports
scandal.

Official denials, notwithstanding,
the prima facie evidence certainly
does suggest at this stage that cloned
British, Irish, French and German
passports were used by those who car-
ried out the assassination of Hamas
commander Mahmoud al-Mabhouh in
Dubai.

In so hostile an international envi-
ronment, the last thing Israel can
afford is to alienate its friends (or at
least its not-yet-enemies). This, the
passport saga is certainly doing. It is
the harm that has been done to Israel’s
standing in the UK (six of the 11 forged
passports were British ones) that I find
most worrying, because it is the
British-Israel relationship that is
becoming especially fraught.

Inevitably, this is turning public atti-
tudes against British Jewry as well.

In recent times, reports of worsen-
ing attitudes towards Israel at all lev-
els of British society, have been regu-
larly surfacing. The government’s
officially supportive stance is not
reflected in what is happening in the
media, on university campuses, in
civil society, in the trade unions and
elsewhere.

True, this is a worldwide phenome-
non, but the British strain of anti-
Israelism would seem to be particular-
ly virulent. Attempted boycotts of
Israeli academics, consistently skewed
and frequently venomous media cover-
age, legal moves to have visiting

Israeli politicians arrested for being
complicit in “war crimes” and, above
all perhaps, the de facto silencing
through harassment and intimidation
of views contesting the standard anti-
Zionist narrative, are just a few of the
areas in which this manifests.

As an example of the latter, Melanie
Phillips pointed out that there had
been virtually no coverage of how a
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violent demonstration had prevented
the deputy commander of Israel’s
Gaza operation from speaking, was at
London’s Jewish student centre.

This puts into some perspective
what happened on Wits campus
around the same time last year, when
anti-Israel agitators sought to pre-
vent Lt-Colonel David Benjamin from
speaking at Wits, but were ultimately
unsuccessful.

As for British Jews, it is becoming
all too evident that they can no longer
rely on the culture of politically cor-
rect anti-racism to protect them from
slurs that would elicit a pious outcry
if levelled at, say, West Indians.

At the start of the “Second
Intifada”, the left-wing  New
Statesman featured a soon-to-become
notorious front cover showing a giant
Magen David piercing the heart of
Britain. Last November, the BBC
went further, broadcasting a pro-
gramme on the country’s pro-Israel
lobby that, as put by columnist Uriel
Heilman, was “filled with sinister
music and conspiratorial insinua-
tions, including constant shots of the
Israeli flag superimposed on the
Union Jack” and portrayed UK sup-
porters of Israel as “a shady, mon-
eyed lobby manipulating members of
Parliament and the media at will”.

Cynics may argue that in reality,
nothing much has changed, that
there has always been a festering core
of anti-Semitism within British socie-
ty for which supposed moral outrage
over Palestinian sufferings acts as a
convenient fig leaf.

As evidence, they could point to a
disturbingly insightful essay on the
subject written by George Orwell dur-
ing the Second World War, one that

begins by listing some of the
instances of crude anti-Jewish preju-
dice that he personally had encoun-
tered and goes on to explore the
essentially irrational and pathologi-
cal nature of the phenomenon.

Denialism was a fundamental part
of the problem. Even back then, as he
notes, it was acknowledged in polite
circles that anti-Semitism was “some-
thing sinful and disgraceful”, yet they
were frightened of probing too deeply
into the subject for fear of discover-
ing “not only that anti-Semitism is
spreading, but that they themselves
are infected by it”.

Orwell believed that while there
was more anti-Semitism in England
than people cared to admit, it was not
certain that it was on the increase.
The nature of it, in the British con-
text, was not that it might lead to open
persecution, but that it had the effect
of “making people callous to the suf-
ferings of Jews in other countries”.

Looking at the situation today, the
same dynamics would seem to be
involved. There is no realistic threat
of state-sponsored anti-Semitism ever
being instituted in the UK, yet the
same callousness Orwell noted would
seem to have mutated into a culture
in which the most fundamental rights
of Israeli Jews, not least to a fair
hearing in the face of the vitriolic
attacks to which it is subjected to, are
routinely denied.

So successful, moreover, has the
tactic of depicting “crying” anti-
Semitism as a ploy to suppress legiti-
mate criticism of Israel become, that
now confronting even obvious cases
of anti-Jewish prejudice risks being
tarred with the same brush. It has
become, to cite Phillips again, “the
hate whose name one dare not
speak”.

All my life, I have deeply identified
with Britain and British culture; in
retrospect, my early Anglophobia was
due primarily to jealousy at not being
British myself. I wonder now, if
offered an opportunity to relocate
there, whether I would take it.

Britain - by which I really mean
England - remains a remarkable
country, yet an ugly mood is evident-
ly taking hold there, a mood very
much at variance with the public
school fair play and don’t-kick-a-man-
when-he’s-down image I always asso-
ciated it with.
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Forget about the hybrid auto - Shai

Project Better Place
founder Shai Agassi,
right, talks with
Jerusalem Mayor Nir
Barkat about the
pioneering electric
cars Agassi is
introducing to Israel.

Agassi says it's
electric cars or bust if
we want to impact
emissions. His
company, Better Place,
has a radical plan to
take entire countries
oil-free by 2020.

In January 2008, the
Israeli government
announced its support
for a broad effort to
promote the use of
electric cars,
embracing a joint
venture between
Better Place, Renault
and its partner, Nissan
Motor Company.
Renault and Better
Place are working on
development of
exchangeable
batteries.




