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RABBI ARI KIEVMAN
CHABAD JOHANNESBURG

TIMES CHANGE. Not so long ago,
celebrating Chanukah meant
some latkes, a few spins of the
dreidel, some songs and of course,
the menorah, a jelly doughnut or
two and some gelt if lucky. Now,
the “young at heart, living in
Johannesburg, regardless of their
level of religious observance, can
experience the beautiful delights
of the Chanukah holiday in some

very special ways.
Chabad House’s Chai Seniors

programmes have made sure once
again that no seniors are left
behind with any of the celebra-
tions of Chanukah. For the past
two weeks Rabbi Ari Kievman,
director of seniors’ activities at
Chabad House, has been distribut-
ing hundreds of Chanukiah kits to
seniors.

“It’s very simple,” he explains.
“Those who need a menorah,
regardless of their financial abili-

ties, will receive one”. If they can
afford it, then they are encour-
aged to participate in the costs of
importing 1 000 kits from the US,
otherwise it’s theirs to keep total-
ly free.

The kits include a tin chanuki-
ah, 44 candles for all eight nights
of Chanukah and a dreidel with
which to play. The kits have been
distributed to Jewish patients in
hospitals, old aged homes, retire-
ment villages, people living inde-
pendently who are visited by
Chabad volunteers.

The distribution of these kits
were sponsored by a leading phar-
macy, with the assistance and
vision of Alex Maraney. If anyone
needs a menorah, they are wel-
come to call Chabad House to
arrange for a free menorah in
time for Chanukah.

Chai Seniors will also be host-
ing a grand Chanukah celebration
on Tuesday, December 7, at 11:00.
The programme will feature a full
lunch including hot latkes, music,
a kids’ choir singing Chanukah
songs, an olive press where you
can learn how the olive oil for
Chanukah is made, dreidel tour-
naments, Chanukah theatre, a
menorah lighting and much more. 

All seniors are welcome to come

and enjoy the fun. There is no fee
for any of the programmes and
free transportation is available.

Chanukah, a celebration for all
time, is highlighted by the kin-
dling of the menorah each night
of the holiday. “It is a holiday that
enriches our lives with the light of
tradition,” said Rabbi Kievman.
“In ancient times our ancestors
rededicated the Temple in
Jerusalem with the menorah.
Today, we rededicate ourselves to
making this world a better and
brighter place.” 

Chanukah also propagates the
universal message that ultimately
good will prevail over evil, free-
dom over oppression and light
over darkness. 

As part of the Chanukah out-
reach campaign, Chabad House
joins thousands of Chabad
Centres across the globe that
stage public displays of the meno-
rah and its symbolic lights.
Hundreds of thousands will expe-
rience the joy of Chanukah with
Chabad. 

Public menorah lightings will
take place at Village Walk in
Sandton as well as at KosherWorld
in Glenhazel every evening of the
holiday at 18:30, with plenty of fun
for the whole family.

• For more information on
Chabad’s senior programmes, or
to arrange a Chanukah celebra-
tion at a retirement village, 
senior facility etc, or for a free
menorah, contact Rabbi Ari
Kievman at 079-434-1293 or e-mail
rak@chabad.org.za

Chanukah: Johannesburg
seniors not left behind
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CHANUKAH commemorates the
successful uprising of the Jewish
people in approximately 165 BCE
against the rule of the Syrian
Greeks over the Land of Israel. 

The Greeks had de facto con-
trol of the Land of Israel from
the time of Alexander the Great,
150 years earlier. However, for a
long time they did not interfere
with the religious life of the
Jewish people.

Gradually, however, the influ-
ence of Greek culture and their
hedonistic approach to life,
prompted a segment of the
Jewish people to become assimi-
lated and Hellenised; this meant
abandoning Jewish custom and
practice and becoming a willing
agent for further Greek penetra-
tion into Jewish society. 

As has sadly often happened in
Jewish history, these Hellenised
Jews came to despise their more
loyal and observant brethren and
turned to the Greek authorities
to force their fellow Jews into
becoming “more relevant” to
modern society. 

The Greek authorities re-
sponded enthusiastically and
ruthlessly banned circumcision,
prohibited the study of Torah,
erected a statue of Zeus in the
Temple in Jerusalem and forced
Jewish brides to submit to Greek
officers before being allowed to
marry.

These and other outrages
caused the Jews to take up arms

and fight a war to expel the
Greeks from the country and
rededicate the Temple to the serv-
ice of the G-d of Israel. 

This rebellion was led by a fam-
ily of Cohanim known as
Hasmoneans and Maccabies.
They were hopelessly outnum-
bered, with no fighting experi-
ence, yet they miraculously
defeated the Greeks. 

The Jews then lit the great gold-
en menorah in the Temple with
the last remaining jar of oil that
was not destroyed by the Greeks.
That single jar contained sacred
oil, sufficient to burn for one day
only. However, miraculously, the
fuel lasted for eight days. 

In honour of this miracle and in
celebration of this victory over
the Greeks and the Jewish
Hellenists, the rabbis instituted
the eight-day holiday of
Chanukah. Candles are lit in our
homes every night of Chanukah,
starting with one and ending with
eight.

Chanukah teaches us relevant
lessons in every generation, for it
is a familiar story played out time
and again in our long and turbu-

Chanukah - a familiar story!
lent history. Do we have sufficient
knowledge and resolve to hold on
to our age old tradition that pro-
vides real answers to all of life’s
deepest questions, or do we give
in to the permissive popular cul-
ture that lures us with its tempt-
ing promise of instant gratifica-
tion?

Today, more than ever, we see
clearly this clash of world views.
On the one hand there’s
Judaism’s value placed on self-
control and the spiritual quest of
connecting to the Creator as the
responsibility of every human
being and the ultimate eternal
investment versus the secular
approach rooted in Aristotelian
philosophy of glorifying the
human form and intellect for
maximum indulgence in the here
and now.

Chanukah highlights this
struggle and the lights of the
menorah symbolise the power of
the light of G-d’s Torah in dis-
pelling the darkness of Greek
hedonism. 

The clarity and light that
emanate from the truth of spiri-
tuality, remove the darkness and
uncertainly of a world view
devoid of G-d. 

Chanukah renews our faith in
the eternity of the Torah and the
Jewish people and it promises
our eventual victory over assimi-
lation. The small flames of our
menorah light our life not only
for one week, but for all time.

December 3/26 Kislev

December 4/27 Kislev

Chanukah Day 2

Chanukah Day 3

Miketz

Starts Ends

18:15 19:23 Johannesburg

18:15 20:23 Cape Town

18:15 19:21 Durban

18:20 19:38 Bloemfontein

19:07 20:04 Plettenberg Bay

17:47 19:55 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:43 East London

KASHRUT NOTICE

New kosher restaurant in
Johannesburg

Ready To Go (“RTG”) Burger
and Deli - A Barrio Project –
at 80 Grant Avenue in
Norwood, is now open and
under supervision of the
Johannesburg Beth Din (with
a limited menu. A full menu
will follow in a few weeks). It
exclusively uses Mehadrin
Commission meat.

Telephone (011) 483-3375.

The Cape Town Kashrut
Department has announced
that Woolworths has intro-
duced a variety of new
kosher low GI and Omega 3
breads. These products must
bear a BD logo.
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ROBYN SASSEN

NUMBER 70 Juta - and the nest of
buildings which neighbours it -
moots itself as a collection of bou-
tique stores and offices at the
heart of Johannesburg Braam-
fontein’s newly emerging cultural
precinct. 

Close to a decade in the making,
it’s a project which includes an
array of hot creative tenants, from
gallery Brodie/ Stevenson to artist
Johannes Phokela, fashion design-
er David Tlale, clothing retailer
Guillotine and T-shirt design com-
pany Bam-Bam Creative Studios. 

Galleries falling under the co-op
project including Dokter and
Misses and Whatiftheworld neigh-
bour Afronova gallery, around the
corner on 155 Smit Street, which recently
moved from the Market Theatre in
Newtown, and which debuts with a stun-
ning exhibition of fabric works by Billie
Zangewa.

Established “almost by accident” by
Johannesburg inner-city entrepreneur
Adam Levy, when he bought his first
empty building in Braamfontein in 2003,
projects like 70 Juta echoes those in other
countries who are revitalising their city
centres.

“I always have a bit of a chuckle when
people describe me as a landlord,” he
explains between meetings. “I’m not typi-
cal in any respect. For me an empty space
is preferable to one with the wrong occu-
pants.”

And indeed, it seems the tenants at
Brodie/Stevenson, couldn’t be more right.
Easily one of Johannesburg’s prettiest gal-
leries, this freshly refurbished, parquet-
tiled 280m2 space was converted from a dis-
used print shop.  

Under the curatorship of gallery owner
David Brodie, the gallery celebrates its
move from Craighall, where it was located
for three years, with “Permanent Error”
an emotionally and aesthetically stunning
exhibition of new photographs from
Ghana by Pieter Hugo. Its presence lends a
tone of contemporary Parisian culture to
the whole block. 

“I’m trying to get the city to operate
again,” added Levy. “The convention of
the shopping centre is not conducive to
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HIGHLANDS NORTH/NEW RELEASE HIGHLANDS NORTH/NEW RELEASE SANDRINGHAM FAMILY HOME

BAGLEYSTON MOD CLUSTER 

4 beds, 3 baths, stunning kitchen, flowing
indoor, outdoor receptions, garden, double auto-

matic garage, staff accom, and more. Offers
have come and gone. Serious seller asking for
offers from R1,6 mil. Will be sold, so hurry! 

2 000 m2 stand, lush gardens and pool
WOW! 4 recep, 4 bed, 2 bath, mod kitchen
and much more. Hurry we have interest!

Offers from R3 mil

3 recep, 4 bed, 2 bath, double garage,
staff accom and magical garden, set 

behind high walls, walk to shops, shuls 
and schools. From R2,1 mil.

Call to view today!  

Ent 2/3 recep, 3 beds, 1 full bath, kitchen,
garden and pool with staff accom.

Bonus full cottage with tenant, secure 
inside parking and more 

R899 000. Hurry will be sold.

3 recep 3 beds, study, eat-in kitchen,
2 baths, lush garden and pool with outside

playroom and much more.
Asking R1 499 000 Victoria Ave

Sandringham, follow SP pointers 

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 

Geoff Lees: 082-551-9314

Tel: (011) 885-3742

trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za

www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

GLENHAZEL FAMILY HOME  

Family home in immaculate condition, ent
hall, 3 recep, all north-facing, 3 bed, 2 bath
(mes) eat-in kitchen, secure inside parking,

staff accom, pool, garden and more.
R1 050 000. Hurry will be sold.

GLENHAZEL NEW RELEASE 

Wishing all our family,

friends, clients and the

Jewish Community a Chag

Chanukah Sameach. May

we all merit this Yomtov,

Hashem’s abundant 

blessings of health, wealth

& happiness and may we

merit speedily the light of

Moshiach’s arrival.

We sincerely thank you for

your valued support and for

entrusting Stamelman

Properties with all of your

property requirements.

We will continue to 

strive to offer you Extra

Ordinary Service and Extra

Ordinary Trust 

Please note our offices

close on the December 10,

2010 and will re-open on

January 3, 2011.

SEE WEBSITE FOR ALL OUR
PROPERTIES

ON SHOW 14:00 – 17:00 

this. I’m focusing on one building spilling
into the next and into the next and into the
street. It’s about reclaiming the suburb.
What I want to do is to give a sense of the
future of Johannesburg.”

Also the owner of the historic Milner Park
Hotel nearby 70 Juta, Levy promises anoth-
er fantastic destination and with the Wits
Art Museum, corner Bertha and Jorissen
Streets, slated to open mid next year, the
reward that Levy wants Johannesburgers to
get from being in the city, is palpable. “I
want to tell a story that people can see and
feel and experience. I want this to be the epi-
centre of the city. This has taken eight long
years to become an overnight success.” 

On its facebook page, 70 Juta, which
includes 15 independent spaces that offer
funky and sophisticated retail and office
space around an open courtyard, boasts the
bringing of a “new breed of cross-discipline
visionaries, challenging and redefining a
creative industry in flux... 

“Think of it as a call to action,” the organ-
isers suggest, “to get to know next genera-
tion street culture and to experience the
ingenuity and innovation feeding Johan-
nesburg’s newest hotspot.”

Levy continues, referring to the grand
opening of the centre, earlier this month.
“This art world - and its developers - seem to
love holding their cards close to their
proverbial chests; I do not understand how
people do not understand that competition
of this nature is healthy.” Clearly he’s intent
on turning this perception inside out.

‘A sense of the future
of Johannesburg’
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THE FIRST public function of the newly
rebranded Beyachad Library, now called
the Johannesburg Jewish Resource
Centre, got off to the best possible start
with the launch, on November 23, of Jack
Shapiro’s book, Streets of Doornfontein. 

A packed-out Jessie Kaplan boardroom
at Beyachad was as much testimony to the
stature of the author as to the occasion of
the library’s official relaunch. 

Through his more than 40 years of
distinguished service at the helm of
Selwyn Segal Society for the Jewish
Handicapped, Shapiro has gained a spe-
cial place for himself in the collective
heart of Johannesburg Jewry. The first
printing of Streets of Doornfontein quick-
ly sold out and a second printing is in
process.

A further attraction of the evening was
the opportunity it provided for “Doorn-
fonteiner Landsleit” (as introductory
speaker Rabbi Avraham Tanzer referred
to former Doornfonteiners) to come
together again. 

Doornfontein literally meant “fountain
of thorns”, observed Rabbi Tanzer, and

the road for the thousands of Jewish
immigrants to the suburb nearly a centu-
ry earlier, had indeed often been a thorny
one. 

Like New York’s Lower East Side and
London’s East End, it was the first stop
for Jewish émigrés, and became home to a
thriving Jewish presence. Hard work,
determination, strong community bonds
and a shared Jewish heritage enabled the
newcomers to find their feet in an alien,
unsympathetic environment. 

That same love of family, community
and Judaism was evident on every page of
Jack Shapiro’s new book, in which he had
created an enduring memorial to the liv-
ing Yiddishkeit he encountered in the
Doornfontein of his youth. 

The late Mendel Kaplan, with his
unparalleled knowledge of the Jewish
community and dedication to recording
its story, had recognised the potential of
the proposed book and the unique qualifi-
cations Shapiro had to undertake it. It
was through his encouragement, and the
support of his Kaplan-Kushlick
Foundation, that the project had become a
reality.

Streets of Doornfontein was admittedly
“not Shakespeare”, Shapiro quipped, but
it was 100 per cent “Jackspiro”. 

Modestly making light of previous
speakers’ description of him as an “icon
of the community”, he remarked that the
icon of today could just as easily become
the “aikona!” of tomorrow. 

What was enduring was the bond
between former Doornfonteiners, which
continued even long after they had left
the suburb. The more he had spoken to
people in researching his book, the more
details of those early Doornfontein days

had come back to him. It was a time when
passing trams advertised “Shekel Day”
campaigns, when there were six kosher
butcheries and a thriving Jewish Workers
Club “full of Communists”. 

He remembered how Jews had packed
into the shuls for prayer and solidarity on
the outbreak of the Second World War.
Long-forgotten individual stories also
came to life, such as how a Mr Merkel had,
at great personal risk, saved every one of
the Sifrei Torah during the 1930 fire that
destroyed much of the Lions Shul. 

In his closing remarks, library commit-
tee member, Eli Goldstein, reiterated the
previous plea for community support for
the new venture. The annual subscription
amounted to no more than 50 cents a day,
which was hardly a lot for individuals to
pay to ensure the continuation of so
important a community resource.

The Johannesburg Jewish Resource
Centre followed up the book launch with a
second successful function the following
Sunday, screening an acclaimed docu-
mentary on the history of Yiddish film.

• For information on how to join the JJRC,
and on its activities, contact Norma (011)
645-2567 or library@beyachad.co.za. 

NORWEGIAN CULTURAL LEADERS

CALL FOR ISRAEL BOYCOTT

DENMARK - About 100 leading Norwegian
figures in arts and culture have signed a
petition calling for a cultural and academ-
ic boycott of Israel. The effort is being led
by Egil Drillo Olsen, coach of the country's
national soccer team, The Jerusalem Post
reported. Olsen wrote in Aftenposten, the
country’s second-largest newspaper, that a
boycott of Israel would be "in line with
what 90 per cent of the world’s population
believes. There cannot be many other opin-
ions." (JTA)

NEW ZEALAND SHECHITAH BAN ‘TO

APPEASE MUSLIMS’

WELLINGTON - The decision by New
Zealand's agriculture minister to ban
kosher slaughter was made to preserve the
island nation's profitable meat trade with
Muslim countries and his own invest-
ments, a newspaper has alleged. The New
Zealand Herald reported on Sunday that
David Carter was advised that trade with
Muslim countries could be adversely affec-
ted if kosher slaughtering was allowed
while the government required that halaal
meat be stunned prior to slaughter.

Muslim countries may become angry if
they believed New Zealand was offering
preferential treatment to Jews, the report
claimed Carter was advised. Carter owns
shares in Alliance Group Ltd, which
exports meat to Muslim countries, and in
Silver Ferns Farms Ltd, according to the
Register of Pecuniary Interests of
Members of Parliament.

But in a statement published by the
Herald, Carter denied the allegations:
"Claims that business interests determined
my decision on the Commercial Slaughter
Code are totally baseless," he said. "Animal
welfare was the primary consideration in
making this decision."

Carter banned shechitah on May 27. On
November 26, agreement was reached to
allow the kosher slaughter of poultry, just
three days before the small Jewish commu-
nity was due to contest the decision in the
High Court in Wellington. Lamb is still
under negotiation, while kosher beef will
continue to be imported from Australia.

NZ Jewish Council President Stephen
Goodman said he was “very relieved”.

“It is disappointing that it took legal
action for the government to come to a
negotiated solution,” he said. “The whole
process has been extremely stressful to the
New Zealand Jewish community as well as
costing over $NZ300 000 that could, and
should, have been applied to reinforcing
the community rather than arguing with
our government over our right to live
here.”

Shechitah has been carried out in New
Zealand since 1843. The island nation on
the edge of the Diaspora is home to about 
7 000 Jews. (JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

‘New’ Beyachad Library, Shapiro’s book, a good match
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CANADA TO BOYCOTT DURBAN III

TORONTO  - Canada will boycott
the third UN conference against
racism, citing the charged anti-
Israel and anti-Semitic rhetoric at
its predecessors.

Immigration Minister Jason
Kenney at a November 25 news
conference said the UN General
Assembly has chosen to "repeat
and even augment the mistakes of
the past" by holding an anniver-
sary conference in New York next
September, timed to coincide with
the annual opening of the UN
General Assembly.

"Canada will not participate in
this charade," Kenney said.
"Canada is clearly committed to
the fight against racism, but the
Durban process commemorates
an agenda that actually promotes
racism rather than combats it."

"We will not lend our good name
to this Durban hate fest," Kenney
said.

The conference is slated to
mark the 10th anniversary of the
2001 meeting in South Africa

aimed at defeating xenophobia
and racism. Canada and several
other countries walked out of that
meeting after Iran and several
other countries engaged in Israel-
bashing.

The United States led a walkout
of the first conference in Durban,
South Africa, in 2001 after it
devolved into an anti-Israel hate-
fest. A number of Western
nations kept away from its follow-
up in 2009.

Canada was the first country to
withdraw from Durban II last
year in Geneva.

In a statement, opposition
Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff
said he "unequivocally" supported
the government's decision to boy-
cott the Durban III conference.

Jewish groups in Canada
praised Ottawa's move.

"On this they are the interna-
tional leaders, not the Canadian
leader, they're leading the world,"
Bernie Farber, the CEO of the
Canadian Jewish Congress, told

the Toronto Sun.
Frank Dimant, the CEO of B'nai

Brith Canada, said: "Yet again,
Canada is taking the lead on the
world stage in terms of principled
policymaking. We saw the writing
on the wall with the failures of
the first two Durban conferences,
which promoted rather than com-
bated racism against the Jewish
people. The world should surely
know by now that the Durban
process is completely tainted."

A number of Jewish groups
want the Obama administration
to announce early on that it will
not attend the next conference in
order to rally a broad boycott.

Representative Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen (Republican Florida),
the incoming chairman of the US
House of Representatives Foreign
Affairs Committee, also had
called for a boycott. 

The Obama administration's
strategy with the United Nations
has been to join its deliberations
in hopes of reversing them. (JTA)

SWEDISH NEO-NAZI HEADING TO JAIL IN AUSCHWITZ SIGN THEFT

STATE DEPARTMENT AWARDS $770 000 TO PUSH DIVERSITY 

IN ISRAEL

NEW YORK - The US State
Department has given $770 000 in
grants to Merchavim, an Israeli
NGO promoting diversity and
shared citizenship in Israel.

Most of the grant, some $750 000,
will go to expand the collaboration
between Merchavim and the
American nonprofit Sesame
Workshop, producer of "Sesame
Street", to continue to produce
Israel’s version of the show,
"Rechov Sumsum", which features
Israeli Jews and Arabs. 

The grant will help develop con-
tent in Hebrew and Arabic for use
by 1 200 kindergarten teachers
from various ethnic and religious
backgrounds.

Another $20 000 will go to help
Merchavim develop a training
manual for its Kulanana initiative.

Kulanana is a consortium of
NGO, government, business and
philanthropic partners that are
trying to build an inclusive Israeli
society by targeting primarily the
16- to 29 year-old demographic
groups across the country’s five
deepest divides: Jews and Arabs;
immigrant and veteran Israelis;
rich and poor; and internal divides
both within the Jewish and Arab
communities.

Kulanana is working to promote
initiatives along three major
themes - citizenship, diversity and
fairness. (JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
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KRAKOW- A Swedish neo-Nazi
leader who allegedly organised the
theft of the "Arbeit Macht Frei” sign
from Auschwitz, reportedly will
spend nearly three years in prison.

Anders Hogstrom, who allegedly
acted as a middleman between a
neo-Nazi buyer and five Polish
thieves, reportedly struck a plea
bargain with Polish prosecutors on
November 25 in which he will serve
32 months in jail in his native
Sweden, the French news service
AFP reported that day.

Also on November 25, Polish pros-
ecutors charged two of the five
Polish men who are accused of actu-
ally stealing the sign from the front
gate of Auschwitz. The Associated
Press has reported that they also
will accept a plea bargain.

The other three thieves each
already have been sentenced to 2 1/2
years in prison.

The iron sign, which measures
nearly five metres across and means
"work makes you free," was stolen
from the former Nazi concentration

camp on December 18, 2009 and
recovered across the country 72
hours later. It was found cut into
three pieces.

Hogstrom, who was arrested in
February in Stockholm and extra-
dited to Poland in April, founded the
National Socialist Front, a Swedish
neo-Nazi movement, in 1994. He
could have faced 10 years in prison
on the charges. It is not known
whether the Polish court in Krakow
will accept the terms of the plea
bargain. (JTA)
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY of the
tenure of Rabbi Mendel Rabinowitz
and his wife Aviva at the Greenside
Shul, was celebrated in style in the
newly revamped shul hall, The
Greenside, which has recently been
renovated as a conference/function
centre.

Shul Chairman Ari Ben-David,
opened the proceedings by wishing
the couple a hearty mazeltov on
their achievement of building and
keeping the Greenside community
a cohesive and united one.

He said: “Your dreams for the
community are my dreams too.” He
hoped they would continue to work
for and build up the shul for which
the cornerstone was laid 63 years
previously, on November 24, 1947.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
said he was honoured to be there
“as a friend to pay tribute to Rabbi
Rabinowitz and his wife. There is
no speech necessary here as ac-

tions speak louder than words.”
He said that to be able to fill a hall

this size, “is tribute enough to what
and how they (the Rabinowitz cou-
ple) are and what they have done for
the community”.

He said from its inception, the
shul had been built up brick by
brick. “Think about all those bricks
– each brick an act of kindness. 

Rabbi Goldstein said that Torah
scholars were building the world,
“brick by brick” and Rabbi
Rabinowitz and his wife had built
with their hearts and their souls.

In reply Rabbi Rabinowitz said he
was proud of the Greenside commu-
nity whose warmth was tangible.

He congratulated Dayan Boruch
Rapoport and his wife, Rebbetzen
Chana Rapoport, on their first
great-grandchild and thanked
everyone for their kind words.

He commended the shul’s vice-
chairman, Dave and his wife Caron
Rauff and Ari and Doranne Ben-
David “who had made the shul their
lives”, and “all those many people

who have worked so hard for this
community. Without foundations,
this building would have col-
lapsed.”

Referring to his own “founda-
tions”, he thanked both his parents
and in-laws for their support,
recalling how his father had start-
ed as a chazzan in the community.

“Greenside is in our blood,” he
said, referring not only to his fami-
ly, but to himself and his wife Aviva
“who is my partner and friend”.

Eli Levy, the shul’s president,
said the community was one large
family, vibrant and warm. “We try
to make everyone who comes here,
feel part of it.”

He spoke of the shiurim and
activities available and said Rabbi
Rabinowitz intended to open a pro-
gramme for women in the new year
which was something to look for-
ward to.

During the evening, Rodney
Richard and Tzvi Gedulsky gave
renditions of some well-known reli-
gious and Jewish traditional songs. 

Greenside Shul is built on
strong human foundations

Entertaining the audience are

Rodney Richard and Tzvi Gedulsky.

Rabbi Yisroel Kaye and Rabbi Ziggy Suchard. Pnina Levy with her husband, Greenside’s president Eli. 

Ros and Shimiriyahu Rabinowitz.
Rabbi Mendel Rabinowitz makes a le chaim with Wendy Roth and

Hilton Silver.

Arachim’s Rabbi Yisroel Kaye with his wife Shani and

baby Devorah Leah.

Rabbi Mendel Rabinowitz (behind) holds the gift presented to him

by shul chairman, Ari Ben-David.

SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein with Rabbi Boruch Rapoport and his

wife Chana.

Rebbetzen Aviva Rabinowitz receives a bouquet of

flowers from Doranne Ben-David.

Rabbi Mendel Rabinowitz with Barney

Hurwitz.

ChaiFM’s Sandy Wittert and her daughter, Kathy Kaler.



CAPE TOWN

From Doreen Goldberg (An
Orphan’s Story continues):

“A decision was taken to do some-
thing about orphan Jewish children
in the Cape Province in similar cir-
cumstances. Esther was about 11
years old when the Cape Town
Jewish orphanage was established
in Upper Mill Street. She was the
first child in the orphanage and was
still there when it relocated to a big-
ger building in Orangezicht.

“The application form for Esther’s
admittance to the orphanage was
signed by Ben Klein in April 1911. 

“Towards the end of Esther’s stay
at the orphanage, a Jewish family
from Upington, approached the
orphanage as they needed a ‘child
minder’ and she agreed to go there.
But what they really wanted was a
servant. When Esther could no
longer stand it she confided in an
Afrikaans minister who had
befriended her. He paid for her to
return to Cape Town.

“Esther was about 16 when she
left the orphanage. Because the
Kleins were the only family she
knew, she went to visit them in
Piquetberg. Ben Klein offered to pay
for her if she would pursue her stud-
ies to do office work.”

To be continued.

CAPE TOWN

From Adam Yancey:

“Many will remember Eric Egan
(1903 - 1967), the much loved South
African broadcaster (on Springbok
Radio). Less well remembered, but
no less accomplished was the pianist
and composer Felix de Cola (1906 -
1983), known before the Second
World War as Cape Town’s ‘King of
Jazz’. 

“Despite their different surnames,
they were brothers, the sons of
Gustav Ginsberg (1872 - 1922), a den-
tist by profession and amateur musi-
cian. He was the brother of my
matrilineal great-grandfather Franz
Ginsberg (1862 - 1936).

“Gustav Ginsberg was the 10th
born of 12 children of Dr Nathan
Ginsberg (1814 - 1890) and his second
wife Rosalie Berg (1830 - 1916). He
was born in the Upper Silesian town
of Beuthen and studied dentistry in
Germany. 

“When he studied this, there were
few universities in Germany that
offered courses in dentistry (before
1890); Berlin and Leipzig were the
only two and in 1890 they were
joined by Breslau and Marburg. 

“Many dentists did not study
their profession at university, but at
one of the many private dental
schools that existed in Germany.”   

Ack: Adler Museum Bulletin. Dec
2006. 

KRUGERSDORP

From Marc Kopman 
Vice-chairman, United Hebrew
Institutions of Krugersdorp:

“Abner Cohen, the pioneer of
Krugersdorp, was born around 1860
in the United Kingdom and made
his way to South Africa during 1881,
eventually dealing and trading
among the Boers as he moved
northwards, learning their lan-
guage. 

“Heading towards Johannesburg
circa 1887, he set up camp on a large
pile of stones situated several kilo-
metres to the west, which eventual-
ly became the site of present day
Krugersdorp, now Mogale City. 

“Being the first English settler in
the town and apart from contribut-
ing much towards the town’s devel-
opment, he was also instrumental
in founding the Hebrew congrega-
tion in Krugersdorp circa 1894 and
as its first president, is known to
have travelled by cart to Pretoria to
request from President Paul
Kruger of the Transvaal Republic,
land for a synagogue and cemetery.
“Abner Cohen successfully pro-
cured two valuable freehold sites
from ‘Oom Paul’ for this purpose
and urban legend has it that when
Abner questioned the president as
to why only two sites, when the
gentile denominations received
twice as much, the president
responded: ‘Because you only
believe in half the bible!’

“Abner Cohen was also instru-
mental during 1895, towards the
foundation of the Salisbury Hebrew
Congregation in then Rhodesia in
what today is Harare in Zimbabwe.
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“He was also fully involved in the
consecration of Krugersdorp’s second
synagogue in 1903, today the site of
Tommy Martin’s vehicle franchise.”

To be continued

PRETORIA

Recently Community Buzz featured
items sent in from Alton Bernstein.
We were saddened to learn that he has
passed away.

His daughters, Brenda Johnson and
Sandra Wilkin, wrote the following:

“Alton Bernstein also known as
Alton Berns, attended Pretoria Boys
High. He was a photo journalist for the
Rand Daily Mail for 24 years in its
Pretoria bureau, from 1954 – 1978.

“He was self-employed since 1978,
concentrating on the motor indus-
try/motor sport.

“He retired in 2001 when he moved
to Gonubie, East London.

“He was a founder member of the
SA Guild of Motoring Journalist. He
was the first photographer to be invit-
ed to cover (from South Africa) the
1969 Monte Carlo Rally; he also cov-
ered the ‘Monte’ in 1972 and 1976.

“For 26 years Alton was the press
officer on the Desert Race in
Botswana.

“Alton was chairman of the
Pretoria Motor Club for 10 years.

“He passed away in Gonubie, East
London on Thursday November 18
2010. He leaves Angie and his daugh-
ters Sandi and Brenda.”

From David Abel:

“This is the answer. Why haven’t
they thought of this earlier? A great
alternative to body scanners at air-
ports...

“The Israelis are developing an air-
port security device that eliminates
the privacy concerns that come with
full-body scanners at the airports. It’s
a booth you can step into that will not
X-ray you, but will detonate any explo-
sive device you may have on you. They
see this as a win-win situation for
everyone, with no nonsense about
racial profiling. 

“It also would eliminate the costs of
a long and expensive trial. Justice
would be swift. You’re in the airport
terminal and you hear a muffled
explosion. Shortly thereafter an
announcement comes over the PA sys-
tem: ‘Attention, standby passengers!
We now have a seat available on flight
number XXXX. Shalom!’”

WONDERFUL SELECTION OF 
TOPS, SKIRTS AND SLAX

Selected Toni Gardeur 
and other imported pants

heavily discounted

CLOSED SHABBOS - OPEN THIS SUNDAY
DECEMBER 5, 10:00 – 13:00

335 Jan Smuts Avenue
Craighall Park  Tel: (011) 325-4986

Parking outside store

SUMMER SALE
BIG MARKDOWNS ON 

SUMMER LADIES WEAR
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A TELLING insight resulting from the splashing
by WikiLeaks of hundreds of thousands of sensa-
tional American diplomatic documents into the
public realm this week, is how similarly countries
whose public postures differ enormously, feel
about the Iranian nuclear threat. Virtually the
whole world is frightened by it.

Israeli papers have reacted in largely similar
ways. Sever Plocker, a YNET columnist, said: “The
leak reinforces the main message of two US admin-
istrations - which turned out to be incredibly simi-
lar to the main message conveyed by Israeli gov-
ernments: Iran constitutes the clear, immediate
and greatest threat to the world’s stability, and the
world needs to act towards uprooting this malig-
nant tumour. All the rest is dwarfed by it.”

Even many Middle Eastern countries who would
never say so openly, in the leaked documents
expressed concern. The “quiet” public acceptance
of Iran by these countries is nothing of the sort
under the surface. Arab states have repeatedly
asked the US to destroy Iranian nuclear installa-
tions through military force, such as King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, who wanted the US to
“cut off the head of the snake”. A United Arab
Emirates official sought a ground invasion.

Israel, pilloried worldwide as a “rogue state”
threatening world peace, comes out as simply a
rallying point used by countries to divert attention
from their internal strife and concerns. To openly
align with Israel would be political suicide in their
own contexts. 

But secretly, Israel is encouraged to attack Iran
and also Hamas and Hezbollah - its proxies. When
it does, of course, it is denounced in world forums.
Operation Cast Lead in Gaza last year springs to
mind immediately.

The cynical political truism that a country has
no “friends”, only “interests”, is applicable. Egypt,
Saudi Arabia and other Middle East role-players
are relieved Israel has the means to stand up to
Iran and also keep it in check. 

Iran knows a strike against Israel would produce
a devastating counter-strike. This evokes the old
Cold War concept – MAD, meaning “mutually
assured destruction”. 

Ha’aretz defence analyst Amos Harel wrote
about WikiLeaks: “Diplomacy, like espionage, is
based on secrecy, hush-hush agreements and in
many cases also on lies. Now the screen has been
lifted… there is significant value in the information
in the documents, which will allow a more reliable
picture of the behind-the-scenes developments.” 

Ha’aretz wrote in an editorial: “…the latest
developments are welcome: Every leader and offi-
cial who is supposed to tell his constituents and his
nation the truth, will now know that the day or
hour will come when his secrets will be known.”

In our local South African context, for example,
the term “crazy old man” used by International
Relations and Co-operation Minister, Maite
Nkoana-Mashabane to describe Robert Mugabe,
shows that he is not revered in the ANC as the
elder statesman of Africa, but as an impediment to
a prosperous Zimbabwe. Her words can never be
deleted from the public realm. 

The Internet age makes it harder to keep diplo-
matic secrets. Ultimately, however, concealment is
a necessary element of international relations.
Respect for confidentiality is essential. One needs
a good dollop of healthy cynicism to make sense of
world politics - it is a stage in which you act a role.
Consequently, new means of protecting informa-
tion will be developed. 

Has WikiLeaks done the world a service, or is it
merely sensation-mongering that will come back
to haunt us in the long run? Only time will tell. 

Those who emotionally applaud the washing of
dirty linen in public in the name of “freedom of
expression” must realise there cannot be such a
thing as unbridled freedom – the result will be
anarchy. The strongest democracies know that a
significant element of international diplomacy
requires camouflaging what is actually happening
in the name of the country’s interests.

But swinging to the extreme of obsessively pro-
tecting “state information” is dangerous and
allows policymakers and leaders to mislead their
publics. The world is becoming more dangerous
daily. People need to know what is happening so
informed decisions can be made. 

Striking a fine balance between openness and
concealment is necessary. WikiLeaks has sharp-
ened this debate significantly.

The different truths
behind the scenes

RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON

A CAREFUL reading of the WikiLeaks
trove of State Department cables -
which is laying bare some 250 000 secret
dispatches detailing private conversa-
tions, assessments and deal-making of
US diplomats - reveals a notable if per-
haps surprising pattern: how often they
get things wrong.

Again and again the cables show
diplomats, lawmakers and heads of
state predicting outcomes that never
come to pass.

A year ago, top Israeli defence offi-
cials in a meeting with their US coun-
terparts, set 2010 as the absolute dead-
line to squeeze Iran on its nuclear pro-
gramme. Now Israeli officials say the
date is 2012.

In a 2005 assessment, the same Israeli
cadre told US interlocutors that the
point of no return would be Iran’s abili-
ty to enrich uranium without assis-
tance. Iran has had that capacity for
years.

In January 2008, Egypt’s intelligence
chief said Hamas was isolated and
would not stand in the way of a peace
agreement. Hamas’ continuing control
of Gaza, even following the war that
broke out 11 months after the Egyptian
assessment, still undercuts Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks.

In 2007, US diplomats called Tzipi
Livni an up-and-comer. Though now
the leader of the Israeli opposition as
head of the Kadima Party, Livni twice
failed in bids to become Israel’s prime
minister.

The same State Department cable
said the Israeli military and govern-
ment didn’t get along - “never the twain
shall meet!” 

But they do get along, mostly, and
meet often; the lack of co-operation in
2007 was the result of the short-lived
term of Amir Peretz as Israeli defence
minister.

The disparities between predictions
and reality reflect the on-the-fly nature
of the discussions detailed in the newly
revealed cables.

Ed Abington, a former US consul in
Jerusalem who has consulted for the
Palestinian Authority, said the authors
of such cables work under pressure to
come up with “added value” in analysis
and fill in the vacuum with chatter that
might not have any basis in reality.

“You’re looking for what you can add
that makes it relevant to policymakers
in Washington and elsewhere - analysis,
insight,” Abington told JTA. “A lot of
the reporting, in hindsight, is irrele-
vant.”

David Makovsky, a senior analyst
with the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, said facts on the ground
also changed rapidly - a factor that
helps explain how dire Israeli predic-
tions about Iran’s imminent weapons
programme have dissipated, at least for
now. 

Part of that may be attributable to
efforts by the West to sabotage Iran’s
nuclear programme. Makovsky cited
the recent success of the Stuxnet com-
puter worm, which apparently disrupt-
ed Iranian centrifuges necessary to
enrich uranium to bomb-making capac-
ity.

Much of the material in the leaked
cables offers frank US assessments of
everything from the temperament of
foreign leaders to the shipment of arms
between foes of the United States.

In late 2009, US officials told their
Russian counterparts that they believed
North Korea had shipped missiles to
Iran capable of hitting capitals in west-
ern Europe. The Russians were scepti-
cal, but agreed that there was evidence
of increased co-operation between the
two rogue nations and it posed new dan-
gers.

The cables also track increasing con-
cern among the United States, Israel
and Western nations that Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
is leading Turkey along a path to
Islamism - and beyond the point of no
return of accommodation with the
West.

In Cairo, US diplomats told Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton that in meet-
ings with Egyptian leaders, she should
defer to Egyptian self-regard as the
indispensable Arab state while
acknowledging that the perception is
long past its due date.

Tracking the cables that straddle the
Bush and Obama administrations also
demonstrates that on some matters
policies have changed little, if at all. 

Stuart Levey, the treasury undersec-
retary charged with enforcing Iran
sanctions, reassured Israeli Mossad
chief Meir Dagan in December 2008
that President Barack Obama was as
determined as his predecessor George
W Bush to isolate Iran through sanc-
tions. Within a few weeks, Obama
would confirm the point by reappoint-
ing Levey to the job, ensuring consis-
tency.

The leaks also show Iranian and
Syrian duplicity. A 2008 memo, appar-
ently from an Iranian source, details
how Iran used the cover of the Iranian
Red Crescent to smuggle officers into
Lebanon in 2006 to assist in Hezbollah’s
war against Israel. Syria apparently
provided sophisticated weapons to
Hezbollah within weeks of pledging to
US officials that it would not do so.

Some of those named in the leaks
worried that their publication could
inhibit frank dialogue. 

US Representative Jane Harman
(Democrat California) was outraged
that her private exchange with (Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu
on Iran and Palestinian issues in a 2009
meeting, became public knowledge.

“If Congress has no ability to have
candid conversations with foreign lead-
ers, we won’t have some of the critical
information we need to make the judge-
ments we need to make about countries
like Iran,” she told The Daily Beast.

In condemning the leaks, Clinton
said on Monday that they represented
policymaking only in its most nascent
stages. Once the heavy hitters became
involved, the policy was changed. So
the content of the leaked cables was
not of vital importance, she tried to
argue.

“I want to make clear that our official
foreign policy is not set through these
messages but here in Washington,”

Clinton said. “Our policy is a matter of
public record, as reflected in our state-
ments and our actions around the
world.”

But the cables reveal policy discus-
sions in blunter terms, and show the
inner workings of intergovernmental
relationships that the parties would
rather have kept private.

Saudi Arabia, for example, is shown
in the cables to be beating the war
drum for a US attack against Iran - a
stance quite different from its public
posture. 

In a 2008 meeting, the Saudi ambassa-
dor to the United States reminds US
General David Petraeus, the command-
er of US forces in the Middle East,
about the multiple times Saudi King
Abdullah called on the United States to
“cut off the head of the snake” - attack
Iran to stop its nuclear programme.

But the message is not consistent.
Other cables describe meetings in the
Persian Gulf with Arab officials,
including Saudis, who counsel against
a strike, saying that the backlash would
be incalculable.

The cables least prone to such dispar-
ity may be those that describe meetings
with Israeli officials. Successive Israeli
prime ministers and defence ministers
all say the same things - and in the
same ways that they do in briefings
with reporters.

Meeting this week with Israeli
reporters after WikiLeaks began pub-
lishing the cables, Netanyahu said the
Israeli government took pains to make
sure the most sensitive discussions
between the two countries were kept
private.

“It influences our work, what we do
in meetings, who we bring into meet-
ings, what we say in them, and when we
narrow the meeting to two people,” he
was quoted as saying by the Jerusalem
Post.

The most important exchanges
between the US and Israeli govern-
ments are not detailed in the cables
because top US and Israeli political
leaders speak directly to each other.

The cables leaked by WikiLeaks,
about one per cent of which have been
published so far, have low secrecy clas-
sifications and were written by relative-
ly low-level diplomats. They were
stored in a computer system to which
more than two million people had
clearance to access.

Newspapers reported this week that
a US soldier, Bradley Manning, is
allegedly behind the leaks to
WikiLeaks. Manning, a private, is fac-
ing trial in another leaks case. (JTA)

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton meets Egyptian Foreign Minister Aboul

Gheit on May 27, 2009. Leaked State Department cables reveal that diplo-

mats advised Clinton to defer to Gheit’s aggrandised notion of Egypt’s

importance. (PHOTOGRAPH: STATE DEPARTMENT / MICHAEL GROSS)

WikiLeaks reveals secrets, backroom
deal-making - and also cluelessness
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LESLIE HARRIS 

THE COMMUNAL leadership is
unhappy over Caroline Glick’s com-
ments about her visit to South
Africa. By the same token, many
community members are unhappy
with the communal leadership and
the “conspiracy of optimism” they
sprout at every opportunity.

Over the past couple of years
there have been three attacks on the
Jewish community from people
aligned to the ANC. Each time the
stakes have been raised slightly. It’s
almost like a boxing match, with the
anti-Semitic forces probing the com-
munity’s readiness to respond
before gathering forces for the
knockout punch.

The first attack was anti-Semitic
comments by Fatima Hajaig, then
the deputy foreign minister, for
which she received a private repri-
mand and was compelled to issue a
public apology. She did not immedi-
ately lose her job or her portfolio.
The SA Jewish Board of Deputies,
charged with protecting Jews’ civil
rights, hailed this as a victory.

Shortly thereafter Cosatu mar-
ched to Beyachad in Johannesburg
on a Friday afternoon, ostensibly to
protest against Israel’s policies in
Judea and Samaria. The SAJBD
said it was not anti-Semitism. Its
blithe dismissal of the threat posed
by anti-Israel protesters marching
past a shul on Erev Shabbat, boggles
the mind.

The ANC is also forging ties with

Hamas. Article Seven of the Hamas
charter calls for Jews to be killed.

Now, emboldened by the commu-
nity’s silence, another member of
the ANC has launched an attack on
the community, trying to close the
Baal Shem Tov Shul in the
Johannesburg suburb of Orange
Grove.

The facts are clear. The shul has
been operating at its present loca-
tion for 16 years. For the first eight
years there were no problems with
any of the neighbours.

Eight years ago Christine Walters,
an ANC councillor, bought a house
across the road from the shul. It is
inconceivable that she did not know
that the shul was there; signposts in
the area announce its presence.

Immediately she began to protest,
complaining about cars parked out-
side her house. The shul’s congre-
gants then parked only on the other
side of the street. But that wasn’t
good enough for Walters.

She discovered the shul did not
have consent use and used that
avenue to attack it, agitating for its
closure. The shul then applied to the
city council for permission to use
the premises as a place of worship. 

It had letters from seven immedi-
ate neighbours, all of whom would
be directly affected by any traffic
congestion, supporting the applica-
tion. There was only one formal
objection lodged, from somebody
not living anywhere near the shul.

Astonishingly the city council
denied the petition, and there are

now allegations that there were pro-
cedural irregularities, with some
saying that Walters used her posi-
tion as a member of the mayoral
committee to influence the decision.

Responding to questions from the
media, Walters said she was not
anti-Semitic and referred to the
issue as a parking dispute between
neighbours. She also said, in effect,
that some of her best friends were
Jewish, though she did not use the
actual words.

We’ve heard that sentiment
before, often from people wearing
swastikas. And we know where that
led to. Given the animosity involved,
and the comment about friends, it is
astounding that the SAJBD is pre-
pared to accept, at face value, what
Walters had to say.

It also shows the Board has not
done its homework properly. If it is
going to dismiss allegations of anti-
Semitism out of hand, it should at
least know what it is talking about.

Walters’ portfolio on the mayoral
committee was community develop-
ment, roads and parks. Right next
door to the shul is a park, and a
parking lot with clearly demarcated
parking bays, all of which belong to
the Johannesburg municipality. The
current tenant, understandably,
cannot allow the shul to use these
bays without permission from its
landlord - the city of Johannesburg.

Those parking bays are not in use
during shul services. So, if the prob-
lem is merely a dispute over park-
ing, why doesn’t Walters help the

shul get permission to use those
bays? Alternatively, why doesn’t
she help the shul get permission
to use a few metres of the adjoin-
ing park?

These facts, when considered in
the context of the previous differ-
ences between the Jewish com-
munity and ANC affiliates, paint
a picture that is more sinister
than an innocent parking dispute.

It suggests that, in the case of
the Baal Shem Tov Shul at least,
there is an element of anti-
Semitism involved. So why is the
SAJBD so quick to defend
Walters?

Furthermore, whether it is a
parking dispute or not, any
attempt to close any shul, for

whatever reason, is an attack on
Jewish civil liberties. It restricts
our ability to choose where to
daven. 

Why is the SAJBD not com-
plaining about this or, at the very
least, getting directly involved to
help the shul?

And there is a bigger question:
Why does the SAJBD not recog-
nise the threat to the community?
After all, there are no guarantees
that other shuls won’t be involved
in similar “parking disputes” in
the future.

Note: The SAJBD has informed
the Jewish Report that it will
respond to this article in next
week’s issue - Editor.

‘Conspiracy of optimism’ from communal leaders

CHARISSE ZEIFERT
HEAD OF COMMUNICATIONS
SA JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES

THERE ARE those who insist that
the SA media is anti-Semitic. My
view, based on first-hand experi-
ences in dealing with it, is that it is
decidedly not. 

That is not to say certain papers
don’t have an agenda. They do and
at times you feel as if you are being
stymied, no matter what, and there
is no way forward. But there are
other papers which don’t have an
agenda. They are the majority, and
it is with them we have to engage.    

There are journalists who do hate
Israel, and will use every opportuni-
ty to discredit it. They will, as a mat-
ter of course, take a one-sided
account of a news event, And will
seize every opportunity to write
anything negative they can find
about Israel or Jews. 

Hence, the Netcare kidney organ
scandal gave many an opportunity
to talk about the exploitative nature
of “rich Israelis” being able to pay
for poorer nations’ organs and you
can imagine just what kind of com-
ments were made about “exploita-
tive Jews” on blogs. 

Still, there is almost always a rem-
edy. Within minutes, following a
polite call to relevant blogs, those
offending comments were removed.  

Notwithstanding those with a
pronounced anti-Israel agenda, just
as many journalists, if not more, do
not fall into that category - genuine
professionals who will not allow
themselves to be “used” to punt
hatred and falsehoods. 

While on rare occasions certain
journalists have asked me to take
their names off my database for the
reason that they found what I was
saying unpalatable, it is more com-
mon for others to ask for their
names to be added.  

Sometimes, it is out of support for
what the Jewish community is say-
ing, other times, it is because they,
as professional journalists, recog-
nise the importance of hearing what

our Jewish community has to say.
Our opinions are important - and
they are used and quoted. 

Just about every journalist I have
requested to meet, has done so.
Seldom are we unable to find com-
mon ground. I have been told Israel
is the biggest threat to world peace,
and similar - and this, when I have
come to see the journalist around
positive SA Jewish issues!  

It takes time to explain why Israel
is not the biggest threat and promote
it as a vibrant, democratic country.
The time is worth the effort. Many
are hearing the arguments for the
first time. Often this comes as an
eye-opener.   

A young journalist stared at me,
after asking me to “explain” the flo-
tilla incident from “your” perspec-
tive. I may not have convinced him
Israel was right, but managed to
bring complexity into the situation.  

Perhaps this is what we should
aim at: A little less, “Israel is right at
all costs” and a bit more “Israel is a
state like any other and makes mis-
takes, but this does not mean it is the
most oppressive regime in the world.
There is much positive to it and no-
one can possibly claim to have all the
answers.” I certainly don’t.  

There are times we can’t find that
common ground, and must agree to
disagree. Seldom has that precluded
our insistence on fair reporting.   

I have been given opportunity to
put guests of the SAJBD in the
media, and have had genuine inter-
est shown on topics that affect us,
from “World Cup Jewish 2010” to 120
years of Jewish Johannesburg to
Yom Hashoah. I have also secured
opinion pieces that provide different
perspectives. It is true that we don’t
get to pick the accompanying head-
lines, photos or images, but that
shouldn’t stop us from putting mate-
rial forward. We also have recourse
if they use negative ones.  

I have had numerous apologies for
“mistakes” made, like the time
President Jacob Zuma’s comments
were taken out of context and made
to imply that he didn’t support

Israel, when what he had in fact said
was a great deal more balanced and
considered. So too, have I had apolo-
gies for anti-Semitic comments on
scrolling bars.  

Mistakes are made, some inten-
tional, others genuine. We need to
deal with them in the same way:
point them out and rectify them.
Shouting anti-Semitism will not help
(and it may very well harm). Offering
a practical solution might.

Yes, it is true that I have been told
by journalists that my press releases
read as though I am an apologist for
Israel, irrespective of the issue. But I
have also met with journalists who
have quoted Theodore Herzl to me in
proof of their love for Israel.

In fact, I am continually surprised
when meeting with journalists by the
warmth shown to me, the time and
interest they take in listening, and
am often blown away by their stories
of interaction with the Jewish com-
munity, past and present. Most hate
neither Israel nor Jews.  

There are a good number of radi-
cal anti-Zionists, even anti-Semites
out there, using an orchestrated cam-
paign to deligitimise Israel and to
define SA Jews as racist. 

I have heard accounts of a col-
league who attended an Israel-bash-
ing event. He described those who
ranted as having an irrational and
emotional hatred, based on rhetoric.  

There was no logic to what they
were saying. It is hard (if not impos-
sible) to counter this hatred. It is
them that we are fighting in the
media. But they do not represent
mainstream South African society.
And they do not control the media.  

Every single one of us can make a
difference to “our cause” by being
good ambassadors for our religion
and our country. We can only do this
effectively if we get rid of the mind-
set that “everybody hates us”.

It is tough out there. The challenge
for those of us working with the
media, however, is to avoid simplify-
ing and stereotyping it. The media is
more complex than that. Our under-
standing of it should be as well.

SA media: A view from the trenches 
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ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

Artscape Theatre, Cape
Town: In the Opera House,
“Annie” directed by Kyla
Thorburn, introducing Julia
Holzberg and Kirsty du Plessis,
until December 5, (021) 410-
9800. The sculptures of Myra
Bloomberg will be on show in
the Marble Foyer, from
December 8, (021) 462-7064.

Corner café Craighall Park:
Beautiful creatures open day
hosted by Ed Jordan and Alan
Glass (011) 880-2444.

Joburg ProMusica
Theatre, Roodepoort: Serge
Prokofiev’s “Peter and the
Wolf” directed by Sylvaine
Strike, until December 15,
(011) 674-1357.

Joburg Theatre, Braam-
fontein: In the Nelson
Mandela, Janice Honeyman’s
pantomime, “Robinson
Crusoe”, until January 2. In the
Fringe, “F*ck Politics, Let’s
Dora”, directed by Toni Morkel
with Robert Colman, December
9 - 10 and “Die Slap Koejawel”,
directed by Robert Whitehead
with Vanessa Cooke and
Annalisa Weiland on December
12, (011) 877-6800. In the
People’s Theatre, “More
Adventures of Noddy”, until
December 24, (011) 403-1563.

Livingstone Street,
Fairmount: The DL Link pres-
ents an exhibition of Jewish
art, featuring work by Naama
Nothmann, Loren Hodes,
Chana Rapaport, Tsivia
Abraham, and others, until
December 5, 082-854-8580.

Market, Newtown: In the
Barney Simon, Andrew
Buckland performs “1 Man… 3
Shows… 100 Characters”, show-
casing “The Ugly Noo Noo,”
“Between the Teeth” and
“Mistero Buffo”, until
December 19. In the main the-
atre, “Songs of Migration” with
Hugh Masekela and Sibongile
Khumalo, until December 19,
(011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
Teatro, “Mamma Mia”, until
December 29, (011) 511-1988.

National Children’s Theatre,
Parktown: “The Wizard of Oz”,
directed by Joyce Levinsohn
and Francois Theron, until
December 23, (011) 484-1584.

Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: Vicky
Friedman and Clifford Cooper
direct “The Black Diamonds”,
until December 24. Friday con-
certs feature a recital by
Ventura Rosenthal (harp) on
December 3 and another by
Jacobus Swart (piano) and
Miro Chakaryan (violin) on
December 10, (011) 883-8606.  

RCHCC, Oaklands: Mixed
media works by Leon Soriano,
until December 12, and by pop-
ular demand, Courtneigh
Cloud’s “Boys from the Ashes”,
a play about her grandfather’s
Holocaust memories,
December 5, (011) 728-8088.

State Theatre, Pretoria: In
the Opera, SA Ballet Theatre
dances Tchaikovsky’s
“Nutcracker Suite”, until
December 19, (012) 392-4000.

Show: Peter and the Wolf. 
Pro Musica Theatre, Roodepoort,
(011) 674-1357
Director: Sylvaine Strike
Choreographers: Esther Nasser
and Thabo Rapoo
Set, lightning and video designs:
Wilhelm Disbergen
Costumes: Rhalda Bowling
Cast: Liyabuya Gongo; Nigel
Hannah; Yuhl Headman; Michael
Vusimuzi Jakavula; Tebogo
Matlaila; Wendy-Lee Michaels;
Sibusiso Ngcobo; Thabo Rapoo;
Brian Webber; and Kristin Wilson
Until: December 15

REVIEWED BY PAUL BOEKKOOI

PETER AND the Wolf, opus 67 is an
orchestral fairytale for children by
Serge Prokofiev (1891 - 1953), com-
pleted in 1936. For more than two
generations it was a piece of pure
instrumental music with the kind of
magic to tell a story on its own terms
with the help of a narrator.

Over the years dozens of record-
ings were made, often with high-pro-
file celebrities like Sean Connery,
Sir John Gielgud, Sir Alec Guinness,
Sophia Loren, Lina Prokofiev (the
composer’s first wife), Sir Ralph
Richardson and Sting who, in his

own words, gave us a “proletarian
version”. Even two recordings with
narration in Afrikaans were pub-
lished. And currently it’s extremely
popular in China as well.

Since multi-media gave the the-
atrical world wings (read: freedom),
our brilliant stage director Sylvaine
Strike must have been attracted by
Peter’s story. Keeping the music
fully intact, she added dancers well
acquainted with mime, to portray
the composer’s characters, be it
humans or animals.

She also decided to localise the
story. An example: The
Grandfather drinks a rooibos-
espresso to feel alive. These ele-
ments are only discreetly reflected
in the story itself, but more so in
Wilhelm Disbergen’s multi-discipli-
nary designs. And seeing that all of
Prokofiev’s music carries elements
of the dance, Strike needed chore-
ography. She tapped the talents of
Esther Nasser and Thabo Rapoo.

Instead of a poker-faced narrator,
an identifiable character was creat-
ed. She is Ms Marmite - “not Bovril
or anchovy paste”, played by Brian
Webber in tasteful drag who looks
like a born music teacher with all
her mood swings in place.

In this production the audience is

introduced to the
instruments through
the soundtrack, but
with each of them
brought on the stage
by members of the
cast. Peter’s theme
can easily be whis-
tled, but other charac-
ters, like the cat
(Kristin Wilson) – so
feline and slinky on
the clarinet – really
needs a double-joint-
ed dancer.

The solo describing
the dash up the tree,
with its falling closing cadence
almost a miaow, is most telling.
Grandfather (Nigel Hannah), too, is
dapper and pert, yet persuasive in
his authority on the bassoon, while
the duck, played on the oboe, but
here physically portrayed by Rapoo,
totally demonstrates how brilliantly
original Prokofiev was in illustrat-
ing his story in sounds.

The oboe’s melancholy is very
winning at the close, when one
realises that the situation of the
duck being alive inside the wolf’s
stomach, creates a dilemma virtual-
ly impossible to resolve, a perception
which intelligent children readily

share. The appearance of a halo
above Rapoo’s head was a brilliant
brainwave – pun intended!

This is a classic reworking of the
original with its own level of univer-
sal appeal, while the adults in the
audience will relate to some of the
most subtle point makings. Humour
is seldom the strongest element in
contemporary dancers’ range of
expression, but Sylvaine Strike cer-
tainly let most of them keep their
hair down.

This adaptation and extension of
the original, running just under an
hour, kept the well behaved capacity
primary school audience spellbound.
The child in me was resurrected.

The wolf (Michael Jakavula) 

finally harnessed by 

Peter (Tebogo Matlaila) 
(PHOTOGRAPH BY MARIOLA BIELA)

Delightful, universal ‘Peter’
with an African flavour

Show: “The Wizard of Oz” National
Children’s Theatre, Parktown (011)
484-1584
Writer: L Frank Baum (1900)
Directors: Joyce Levinsohn and
Francois Theron
Design: Nicol Sheraton (choreogra-
phy), Stan Knight (set), Jane Gosnell
(lighting)
Cast: Nomakhosazana Gebashe;
Khaya Maseko; Tumelo Moloto;
Tobela Mpela; Siyasanga Papu;
Pulane Rampoana; Jessica Richards;
Hein van Zyl 
Until: December 23

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

IT IS rare that a production more
than 100 years old and trotted out by
hundreds of casts, can still raise
goose bumps. This Oz is reframed:
staged against the setting of a mas-
sive storybook, with a touch of retro
here and a bit of nostalgia there, it’s
got taste and savvy. 

From directorial decisions to audi-
ence engagement, it reeks class, and
is of the calibre (if not higher) than
this theatre’s recent runaway suc-
cess, Seussical Jr.

It’s the tale of Dorothy, a Kansas

lass, who gets into a complicated
whirlwind of a dream, involving hur-
ricanes and water-soluble witches,
her dog Toto and a miscellany of
needy friends. Framed against the
musical version that defined Judy
Garland, the songs are timeless. This
production doesn’t try to take strips
off the pantomime. It is what it is;
you’ll be affected to the moist eye-
balls by it, whatever your vintage.

Staged in the NCT’s modest stage
alcove, this work is virtually flaw-
less. One highlight is a jitterbug inset
- a dance device magicked by the
Wicked Witch of the West to exhaust
the travellers on their yellow-bricked
path to the wizard who’ll mend their
woes. And oh, it is simply magnifi-
cent, in its frenetic jitterbug chore-
ography, in the music that informs
it, in the “doo-wah” rhythms. 

This play is cast with an eye not
only for capability and speedy cos-
tume switches, but for that “fit” of
performer with role; you see it with
Pulane Rampoana in the lead, but
also with Khaya Maseko, the
youngest of the cast with his immi-
nently likeable scarecrow, who has a
soul but no commonsense, uttering
the truism, “many people go through

their whole lives with no brain”, in
his bid to get himself one.  

The voice of Siyasanga Papu is
reason enough to see this show. She
is cast in the minor roles of Glinda
the Good Witch and Aunt Em; her
voice will launch many a musical in
her future. Mark my words.

Of course, it’s the caveats from a

humbled Oz that’s the tissue-getting-
out clincher: “there’s no place like
home”, and “you always have the
power to make your dreams come
true. You just don’t believe it.”

Oz transcends parochial kids’ the-
atre definitions with directorial wis-
dom. It’ll leave the whole family
aglow.

Munchkins and Dorothy (Pulane Rampoana) shrinking in unison from
the Wicked Witch of the West (Jessica Richards), from left, Thobela
Mpela; Hein van Zyl; Khaya Maseko; and Nomkhosazana Gebashe.
(PHOTO BY GREG DA SILVA)

Magnificent Oz with a touch of retro and nostalgia

Mermaid (Genna Blair), a little blonde beauty,
and later attracts the attentions of Amanda
(Charlbi Dean) a cool brunette femme fatale
who is in the school production of “Oliver”
with him.

The Crazy 8 is another gray, underdeveloped
area. In their ranks are Gecko (Jamie Royal),
Rambo (Sven Ruygrok), Rain Man (Tom Burne),
Mad Dog (Josh Goddard) and Fatty (Blessing
Xaba).

Gecko, a pale, sickly, injury-prone individual
with a sad future, is brilliantly played by Jamie
Royal. He elicits huge sympathy from the audi-
ence through his sensitive reading of a boy who
became an outsider. 

The focus is mainly on Spud and The Guv and
the rest of the characters, including comedian
Aaron McIlroy, as Spud’s crazy father, are never
fully developed entities.

One aspect I found distracting, though, was
the continuous use of a voice-over for Spud. Still,
the production manages to capture the era and
the highs and lows of growing up in a boarding
school environment. It’s fresh and appealing and
it certainly brought back memories.

also drinks a lot during the course of the movie.
The relationship between The Guv, the eccen-

tric and disillusioned English teacher with a
severe drinking problem, and the young,
impressionable Spud forms the highpoint of the
production as the two interact over literature
and life.

The role of Spud is portrayed by the fresh-
faced Troye Sivan who is rather good with a
striking screen presence. His trials and tribula-
tions at the hands of the bully brigade reminded
me of my time spent at a boarding school.

“Spud: The Movie” takes place in South
Africa during the early 1990s and chronicles
John “Spud” Milton’s first year at an elite, boys-
only private school. 

Cursed with loony parents and a senile
granny, Spud must negotiate some tricky
waters in a dormitory full of strange, off-the-
wall characters. 

Armed with only his wits and his diary, Spud
takes us from illegal night swimming to the
cricket field, from ghost busting to teacher bait-
ing. 

During the school holidays he meets

FELDMAN
ON FILM 
Peter Feldman

PICK OF THE WEEK

Spud: The Movie 

Cast: Troye Sivan; John Cleese; Tanit 
Phoenix; Jason Cope; Charlbi Kriek

Director: Donovan Marsh

After all the hype surrounding “Spud” it was
nice to finally see John van de Ruit’s highly pub-
licised book brought to the big screen. The
screen treatment makes it a great fun romp –
even though the book was a somewhat unre-
markable read.

A masterstroke in casting is the deployment of
lanky John Cleese, a famous man in his own
right, who seizes the part of “The Guv” with
both hands and makes a veritable meal of it. He


