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To our readers:This is the final issue of Jewish Report 
for 2010. Our next issue will appear on January 14, 2011.
We wish you all a peaceful and enjoyable holiday.

The fiery
horror of

destruction
The devastating fire in northern Israel over the past

week, consumed five million trees, destroyed 250 homes

and required the evacuation of 17 000 people before 

it was extinguished by Israeli and international 

firefighters. Forty-two people lost their lives.

(PHOTO COURTESY: KKL, PHOTOGRAPHER: YOSSI ZAMIR)

SEE PAGES 3, 6 & 13
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ISAAC REZNIK

“THE PERIOD of my adult life
spent in  this very special country
adds up almost exactly to one-half
of a jubilee cycle. For me, person-
ally these years have been the
major development period of my
professional life.  

“It was here in South Africa,
that I discovered areas of person-
ality which lend themselves to
different fields of activities.
These are highlighted in areas of
rabbinical work, educational
involvement and counselling
activities.”

These were the words of the
late Rabbi Mordechai Fachler z’tl,
prior to his departure, for
England in 1998,on his reflection
of 25 years in South Africa.

Rabbi Fachler, passed two
weeks ago, in London after an ill-
ness of two and half years. He
was buried in Modi’in, Israel

Rabbi Boruch Grossnass, rosh
Kollel, Johannesburg, who was in
Israel, delivered a most moving
Hesped at Modi’in. He recalled,
the early years of Rabbi Fachler
in England, when as a young stu-
dent he went to the Gateshead
Yeshiva, for a short time, and
imbued the reiach of Torah; ever
since then he was a “Yeshiva per-
son”. There were many other
Hespeidim by prominent rabbon-
im, as well as by Rabbi Fachler’s
sons Dovid and Gabi. His middle
son, Chilly, said a Hesped in
London

Rabbi Fachler and his family

arrived in South Africa in early
1973, and he immediately involved
himself with the Kollel Yad
Shaul; he would be seen studying
and preparing shiurim and
droshas most of the time at the
Kollel.

It was at the Oxford Synagogue
Centre, that Rabbi Fachler went
through his “apprenticeship”
before accepting the pulpit at the
Great Synagogue in Johannes-
burg.

When the late Rabbi Aloy z’tl.
retired from the Berea Hebrew
Congregation, Rabbi Fachler was
appointed to succeed him and
spent three years  there. I had a
very close association with Rabbi
Fachler, as the executive director
of the Union of Orthodox
Synagogues of S.A , when a coun-
selling service, namely “Yad
Ezra”, was  established.  

Rabbi Fachler was appointed
the director. His care and concern
for his fellow human being is
beyond description. He was also a
founding member of “Nechama”
as well as the “Circle” at the
Waverley Shul, which offered a
counselling service as well.

After a few years at the Berea
Synagogue, Rabbi Fachler accept-
ed the pulpit at the Waverley
Synagogue. After five years there,
Rabbi Fachler, had to make some
decisions based on practical con-
siderations and accepted a senior
post in London, at the Has-
monean School, a prestigious
Jewish day school. 

He poignantly remarked, that

he felt he had to make a choice
while he was still young enough.
In London he was also the rabbi of
the Shomrei Adass Shul in
Hampstead. (Federation of Syna-
gogues).

Rabbi Fachler was very
involved with the Yeshiva College
for nearly two decades and was
dean of the Girls’ High School. He
also enjoyed a very special rela-
tionship with the Bnei Akiva
movement.

The annual Tikun Leil Shavuot
Shiur that he gave at the Bnei
Akiva Shul, was always a very
special occasion and  a challenge
for him. Both he and his family
attended the Bnei Akiva camps
annually.

Hespeidim were delivered a the
Waverley Shul, Yeshiva College
and the Kollel Yad Shaul in
Johannesburg, Many other Hes-
peidim were given in London by
prominent rabbonim.

Rabbi Fachler is survived by his
parents, his wife Naomi, sons
Dovid, Chilly and Gabi, daughters-
in-law, and grandchildren. May
his memory be for a blessing.
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK
SSHHAABBBBAATT  AANNDD
FFAASSTT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
VAYIGASH
Rabbi Malcolm
Matitiani 
Cape Town Progressive
Jewish Congregation

THIS SHABBAT we read about
the climax of the Joseph saga.
After Joseph reveals his true iden-
tity to his brothers, he instructs
them to bring their father and his
entire household to Egypt where
he would settle them in the district
of Goshen.  

Upon Jacob’s arrival, Joseph
presents him to Pharaoh who asks
him: “How many are the years of
your life?” (Genesis 47:8), to which
the Patriarch replies: “The years
of my sojourn are one hundred
and thirty. Few and hard have
been the years of my life, nor do
they come up to the life spans of
my fathers during their sojourns.”
(Genesis 47:9) 

Jacob’s reply is interesting. It is
a qualitative answer to a quantita-
tive question. Commentators
interpret Jacob’s use of the word
“sojourn” as an allusion to the
idea that our life on earth is only a
transitional stage between the
womb and the next life, known in
rabbinic literature as Olam Haba. 

Ramban is puzzled by Pharaoh’s
question and attempts to explain
why Pharaoh would ask it. He pos-
tulates that Jacob looked older
than he really was and that
Pharaoh was surprised at his
looks because not many people in

his kingdom reached such an old
age.  

This would explain Jacob’s fol-
lowing remark: “Few and hard
have been the years of my life, nor
do they come up to the life spans of
my fathers during their sojourns.” 

Jacob explains his appearance
as the result of all the grief and
hardship that he experienced in
his relatively short life. His com-
ment that the years of his life have
been few is not only a comment on
the quantity of his lifespan, but is
also a reflection that he has not
really lived to his full potential - he
laments that he did not achieve the
quality of life that his grandfather
and father had achieved.  

Despite their problems, Abra-
ham and Isaac were not beset by
the same amount of grief and anx-
iety as Jacob had experienced.
Jacob’s entire life was dominated
by deceit and grief which drained

Living life to the fullest him of all energy and prevented
him from attaining his full poten-
tial. 

Jacob’s answer to Pharaoh’s
seemingly innocent question was
actually an indictment on his own
life. Jacob had not really lived, but
had been dragged down into the pit
of self-pity and despair after the
loss of his favourite son, Joseph. 

Rabbi Israel Bettan (1889 - 1957)
once wrote: “...if we dwell too long
on our loss we embitter our hearts
and harm ourselves and those
about us” (She’ari Tefillah
1975:623).

While the loss of Joseph was a
bitter blow to Jacob, he had a duty
to his other children, his wife and
concubines. Jacob’s sin was that
he stopped living and allowed his
spirit to grow old. He realised that
he had allowed his heartache to
retard his growth as a human
being created in the Divine image.

We, as members of a covenant,
are charged with the task of
tikkun olam, of repairing the
world. We cannot let grief or self-
pity stand in the way of reaching
our full potential. We need to be
vigilant not to allow ourselves to
sink in the quagmire of grief. 

As Rabbi Bettan put it: “...and in
truth grief is a great teacher, when
it sends us back to serve and bless
the living” (She’ari Tefillah
1975:623).

December 10/3 Tevet

December 11/4 Tevet

Vayigash

Starts Ends

18:15 19:28 Johannesburg
18:20 20:29 Cape Town
18:15 19:26 Durban
18:20 19:44 Bloemfontein
19:13 20:10 Plettenberg Bay
17:52 20:01 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:48 East London

December 17

Fast of Asara b’Tevet

Starts Ends

03:50 19:15 Johannesburg
03:57 20:13 Cape Town
03:25 19:12 Durban
03:47 19:30 Bloemfontein
03:38 19:54 Plettenberg Bay
03:29 19:44 Port Elizabeth
03:24 19:33 East London

December 17/10 Tevet

December 18/11 Tevet

Vayechi

Starts Ends

18:15 19:33 Johannesburg
18:25 20:34 Cape Town
18:15 19:31 Durban
18:20 19:48 Bloemfontein
19:18 20:15 Plettenberg Bay
17:56 20:05 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:53 East London

December 24/17 Tevet

December 25/18 Tevet

Shemot

Starts Ends

18:15 19:36 Johannesburg
18:29 20:38 Cape Town
18:15 19:35 Durban
18:20 19:52 Bloemfontein
19:21 20:18 Plettenberg Bay
18:00 20:09 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:57 East London

December 31/24 Tevet

January 1/25 Tevet

Vaeira

Starts Ends

18:15 19:39 Johannesburg
18:31 20:40 Cape Town
18:42 19:37 Durban
18:20 19:54 Bloemfontein
19:24 20:20 Plettenberg Bay
18:02 20:11 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:59 East London

January 7/2 Shevat

January 8/3 Shevat

Bo

Starts Ends

18:15 19:40 Johannesburg
18:32 20:40 Cape Town
18:15 19:38 Durban
18:20 19:55 Bloemfontein
19:24 20:20 Plettenberg Bay
18:04 20:11 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:59 East London

Rabbi Mordechai Fachler.

In  Memory of Rabbi
Mordechai Fachler z’tl

KASHRUT NOTICE

Give Café 613 
a try
“Café 613” milk and parev cof-
fee shop, at Chabad of the Mall,
Village Walk Shopping Centre –
Upper Level, serving light
meals, is now open and under
the supervision of the Johan-
nesburg Beth Din.

Trading hours are: Monday –
Wednesday 08:00 to 17:00;
Thursday 08:00 to late; Friday
08:00 to 14:00; Sunday 09:00 to
14:00. Telephone: (011) 783-6864.

Tutu should not be a patron
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

A PETITION calling for the termination and/or
resignation of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond
Tutu as patron of the Cape Town Holocaust
Centre and the Johannesburg Holocaust and
Genocide Centre is being circulated. Set up by
three Capetonians, David Hersch, Dr Joselle
Reuben and Howard Joffe, the petition calls on

the trustees of both centres to “have the courage
to avoid the politically correct and cowardly
route (and) stand up for what is right.”

The three list some of the Nobel laureate’s
“anti-Israel and anti-Semitic statements” which
they say go back as far as 22 years. They mention
two recent examples of Tutu’s “anti-Israel”
behaviour - his attempts to coerce world academ-
ic institutions to cut ties with Israel, and his
efforts to prevent the Cape Town Opera

Company from performing in Israel last month.  
“Furthermore, we completely reject Archbi-

shop Tutu’s false, bigoted and politically motivat-
ed accusation that Israel is in any way an
Apartheid State,” they say.  

Mervyn Smith, chair of the Board of Trustees,
SA Holocaust Foundation, says it will meet with
the archbishop “in the very near future”. “We are
fully aware of this matter - before any petition
was sent - and we have decided that it must be
dealt with in a sensitive and respectful manner
and that until we have discussed the matter with
the archbishop, we would not take any decision.”
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DAVID SAKS
PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED

SOUTH AFRICAN Jewry’s varied communal institu-
tions, particularly those with a Zionist focus, have had
the profound satisfaction over the decades of contribut-
ing materially to the development of the Jewish State. 

Whether through the famous JNF “blue boxes”, IUA-
UCF monthly debit orders, special fundraising events
through WIZO or MDA or other means, a constant
inflow of donations has made this Jewish community
an intrinsic part of building Israel into the dynamic,
modern society it is today.

South African Jews are now once again rallying to
Israel’s aid. Tragically, the emphasis now is not on
building something new, but on facing up to a legacy of
unprecedented destruction and bereavement that has
befallen the Israeli people. 

The devastating fires that swept northern Israel last
week are being described as the country’s greatest nat-
ural disaster to date. The local community, under the
overall direction of the SA Zionist Federation, has
joined its overseas counterparts and numerous other
foreign aid teams in launching an emergency campaign
to stop the fires and to help the evacuees. The SAJBD,
Chief Rabbi’s Office and Israel Centre are among those
endorsing the call for community support.

The immediate response of the IUA-UCF will be to
help send 1 500 evacuated children to camp for at least
one week, at a cost of R360 per child per day. As the
camp has already commenced, the funds are needed
urgently.

The Community Security Organisation, with the assis-
tance of the Israel Centre, responded by dispatching a
five-man team comprising personnel with paramedical,
fire fighting and logistical training skills to Israel. 

The object was to conduct an on-the-ground needs
analysis, with a view to dispatching a secondary team
with appropriate resources. Fortunately, the fire 
was brought under control while they were there and 
no further resources were required. Two of the para-
medics, from the CSO’s Ezra (medical emergency) wing,
remained behind in the country.

The Jewish National Fund SA has set up a fund to aid
in the firefighting efforts and the fire’s aftermath.
Funds were initially needed to support firefighting
trucks, the distribution of fire retardant chemicals and
support for the JNF firefighting teams. 

The focus now will be on rehabilitating the forests as
soon as possible. Magen David Adom has created a fund
to support emergency medical supplies and ambulances.
An initial donation of $15 000 has since been made. 

World WIZO has informed WIZO SA that all children
who need care will be absorbed into nearby WIZO day
care centres, which continue to be in the forefront of
protecting and providing care for Israeli children. WIZO
SA is collecting funds locally for this initiative.

Contributions, all of which must include the refer-
ence “Fire 2010 Relief”, can be sent to the following: For
IUA-UCF, Standard Bank (Ellis Park, code 004605),
account no 002211580, or call Naomi on (011) 645 2533; for
JNF, Nedbank (Orange Grove, code 192005), account no
1920101349 or call Berenice on (011) 645 2541.

For Magen David Adom, Standard Bank (code 004105),
account no. 001817256 or call Beulah (011) 645 2571; WIZO
SA, Nedbank (Balfour Park, code 151105), account no
151102 88 66, with confirmation of payment to be faxed to
(011) 485 3978 e-mailed to myra@beyachad.co.za.

SA community
rallies strongly
to Israel’s aid MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM

IN THE aftermath of the deadliest
fire in Israel’s history, Israelis this
week set to the task of burying the
dead and figuring out what exactly
went wrong - and who is to blame.

Even before the blaze in the
Carmel Mountains near Haifa
came under control last Sunday,
Israelis were asking why the coun-
try wasn’t better prepared for a
wildfire of this size. 

In all, 42 people were killed,
about 250 homes were destroyed or
severely damaged, 17 000 people
were forced to evacuate, more than
4 860 hectares were burned and an
estimated five million trees were
lost.

“The Carmel disaster highlights
the outrageous gaps in Israel’s
strategic and day-to-day readi-
ness,” the editorialists at Haaretz
wrote last Sunday while echoing a
call for a state commission of
inquiry to examine who bears
responsibility for the failures of
the Israeli fire service.

The damage to the area of the
Carmel Forest in northern Israel
was estimated at about $75 million,
including damage to towns and kib-
butzim, destroyed forests and dam-
aged roads. Yemin Orde, an aliyah
youth village founded in 1953 that has
served as a home and school to thou-
sands of immigrant youths,  was
severely burned. In the artists’ village
of Ein Hod, 10 houses and an art
gallery were destroyed.

Last Sunday, the Israeli Cabinet
approved a $16,5 million aid package to
assist damaged communities; Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered
that each person whose home suffered
severe fire damage, be given an imme-
diate aid disbursement of about $700.

Calls came from many quarters for
the resignation of Interior Minister Eli
Yishai, whose ministry is responsible
for the state’s firefighting forces. He is
accused of refusing fire truck dona-
tions from the International Fellowship
of Christians and Jews. 

Yishai said his ministry was not
funded enough to purchase needed
equipment - in 2001, he said, Ariel
Sharon’s government voted to elimi-
nate air support for firefighting - and
told Israel Radio that he was a target
because of his Sephardic heritage.

Israel had 16 firefighters per 
100 000 residents. By contrast, the
United States, Japan and Greece had
five to seven times that number per
capita, The Associated Press reported.
In total, Israel had 1 400 firefighters.

A 14-year-old resident of the Druze
village of Ussfiya was arrested on
Monday after admitting to starting the

fire. The teen reportedly said he was
smoking a nargila water pipe and
threw a live coal into an open area
before returning to school.

The arrest was announced hours
after two teenage brothers from the
same village arrested over the week-
end on suspicion of negligence in start-
ing the fire, were released from deten-
tion by a Haifa court. The teens had
been accused of lighting a bonfire near
their home that sparked the blaze.

High winds and dry conditions
prompted by Israel’s parched winter
thus far provided fuel for the blaze,
which began tearing through northern
Israel on December 2. Northern Israel
is covered by fields and trees, some nat-
ural forests and others planted over the
last several decades - many of them by
pioneers during the British Mandate
period. Others were planted with dona-
tions from Diaspora Jews through the
Jewish National Fund.

With its green hills, the country’s
north has a Mediterranean flavour dis-
tinct from its more Middle Eastern
south, which is covered by desert. After
the fire, the Israeli government said it
would invest the resources to make the
north green again.

The fire’s spread revealed a strategic
weakness that could be exploited by its
enemies, Israeli commentators wrote.

Meanwhile, numerous figures in the
Arab world cited the fire as punish-

ment from G-d for Israel’s treat-
ment of the Palestinians and its
occupation of Arab lands. The
Palestinian prime minister in the
Gaza Strip, Ismail Haniyeh, said
the fire was a “strike from Allah”.

The spiritual leader of the Israeli
Orthodox Shas Party, Rabbi Ovadia
Yosef, said the fire was divine pun-
ishment, attributing the blaze to
the sin of lack of Sabbath obser-
vance.

During the height of the blaze,
Israeli’s chief Sephardic rabbi,
Shlomo Amar, led thousands in
prayer at the Western Wall. Chief
Ashkenazi Rabbi Yona Metzger
called on Israelis to give charity
and read Psalms to bring about the
fire’s end.

For its part, the Israeli govern-
ment issued a rare call for interna-
tional assistance. Among the coun-
tries that responded were Egypt,
Jordan, Turkey, Cyprus, Greece,
Germany, Russia, France,
Switzerland, Britain, Spain and the
United States. 

The Palestinian Authority also
sent 21 firefighters and four fire
trucks to help battle the blaze.

Israel also rented the American
Evergreen Boeing 747 Super
Tanker, one of the most advanced
firefighting planes in the world,
loaded with 80 000 litres of water

and fire retardant. It arrived early on
Sunday and had an immediate effect on
dousing the flames.

The deadliest incident came in the
fire’s early hours when a bus carrying
cadets from the Israeli prisons service
on their way to evacuate a prison
threatened by the blaze, became
trapped between burning trees. Nearly
all those aboard perished.

Two firefighters who rushed to res-
cue the guards and a 16-year-old volun-
teer, Elad Riven, also were killed. All of
the bodies were identified, some using
DNA technology, by Saturday night,
and funerals began being held while the
blaze was still raging.

“No one sent you, no one called for
you, no one but your wonderful and
brave conscience,” Israeli President
Shimon Peres said during a eulogy at
the funeral for Riven on Sunday. The
“disaster taught us that all of us - Jews,
Arabs, Druze and other peoples - share
the same fate.”

A day after the blaze was brought
under control, the fire’s death toll rose
by one with Haifa Police Chief Ahuva
Tomer, who was burned over most of
her body while trying to assist the
prison guard cadets.

Jewish communities in Denver and
Winnipeg also mourned the death of
one of the bus passengers, Rabbi Uriel
Malka, 32, a chaplain in the Israeli
Prisons Service. (JTA)

Nomi Verchovsky stands in front of her home,

which was partially damaged by the Carmel

Forest fire that engulfed the artists’ village of

Ein Hod, Dec. 7, 2010. (DINA KRAFT)

After the fire, mourning, vows
to rebuild and finger pointing

SYDENHAM - NEW RELEASE SAVOY ESTATE - NEW RELEASE HIGHLANDS NORTH - NEW RELEASE 

HIGHLANDS NORTH - NEW RELEASE

Family home in immaculate condition, 3
recep (all n/facing), 3 beds, 2 baths, eat-in

kitchen, secure inside parking, staff 
accom, pool, garden and more.
Hurry will be sold! R1 050 000 

2/3 recep, 3 beds, 2 baths, eat-in kitchen,
garden, secure inside parking. Bonus cottage

and much more. From R699 000.
WILL BE SOLD (Call to view today!)  

3 recep, eat-in kitchen, 3 bed/space for 4th,
2 bath, pool and garden with bonus cottage,

double garage and much more.
Call to view today. R1 350 000

Awesome cluster-style modern inviting
home. 3 beds/study, 3 baths, mod eat-in

kitchen, stunning recep, exquisite indoor/out-
door living, pool, garden, security and more.

Hurry! R2,9 mil

Ent 2/3 recep, 3 beds, 1 full bath, kitchen,
garden, staff accom, plenty of parking, pool
and bonus full cottage with bedroom en-

suite, lounge, dining and kitchen. R899 000,
hurry we have interest. Will be sold 

Trevor Stamelman: 082-608-0168 

Geoff Lees: 082-551-9314

Tel: (011) 885-3742

trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za

www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

“Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

BAGLEYSTON - NEW RELEASE

Modern, tropical family home in secure 
quiet street. Excellent recep, 4 beds,

3 baths, pool, lush gardens, state-of-the-art
security and more.

R2,2 mil 

ORANGE GROVE - NEW RELEASE

THANK YOU

Sincerely, for your 

valued support and for

entrusting Stamelman

Properties with all your

property requirements.

We will continue to

strive to offer you Extra

Ordinary Service and

Extra Ordinary Trust

Please note our offices

close on Friday,

December 10, 2010 and

re-open on Monday,

January 3, 2011 

We wish EVERYONE 

an excellent festive

season

SEE WEBSITE FOR ALL OUR
PROPERTIES
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Johanna Aphane and Shelley Mogotlane

show off their exciting African style

clothes.

SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

THE EXCITEMENT shown by the many
students of Ossac, (the Oxford Synagogue
Adult Centre) when they displayed the
clothes they had made during the year, at
their annual end-of-year party, was a fit-
ting tribute to all the effort, time and car-
ing their teachers, as well as the Ossac
executive, had put in.

In welcoming everyone to the function
at Oxford Shul’s Rabbi Yossi Chaikin said:
“We are the hosts here. We don’t collect
rent - we just collect nachas.” He added:
“We come every year and each time we see
such a wonderful spirit here.” 

The fantastic teaching work, the
improvement of the students’ literacy and
numeracy skills and the display of clothes
which are made by the students, are
almost all due to the input of Beryl
Unterhalter and her team. 

In reply, Unterhalter thanked Rabbi
Chaikin for his words and agreed with
him about the wonderful achievements
made by the Ossac students who were all
keen to learn and work hard.

Addressing Cheryl Ayogu, Ossac’s chief
operating director, she said that leaders
could be leaders anywhere, but “you have
chosen to help others to themselves
become empowered.

“Through literacy, you have learnt the
way to empower others - even kids - who

want to learn.
“People must ask themselves and every-

one: ‘What is your mission in life? What do
you need to accomplish and what are your
values?’” 

When they found the answers to the
questions, they must go all out and go for
it, she said.

Still addressing Ayogu, she said people
look at (Ayogu) “and see what inspires and
excites you and how you influence others
with that excitement and will to improve.
Well done for being a good example.

“But we are all leaders inside, no matter
where we are at,” she said. “We must aim
for what we want.”

Shelia Kemp, chairman of the Ossac
executive committee, thanked Rabbi
Chaikin for his words and Unterhalter
“who has worked tirelessly for years.
Without her there would be no Ossac”.

She also thanked the various teachers of
the classes for their diligence in helping so
many to improve their lives.

As the women entered in their new self-
made clothes, the singing, ululating and
dancing was passionate and exciting, mak-
ing everyone present feel that they too
wanted to join in.

Presentations were made to the teach-
ers: Ethel Lipheana, Levels 1 & 2; Lamson
Chavula, Levels 3 & 4; Sophy Mokwena,
Cooking Class; and Carol Moshuwe,
Computer Class.

Beryl Unterhalter with Sophie

Mokwena, one of the cooking students.

Rabbi Yossi Chaikin with his wife Rivky.

Manny Mhlangu, the project manager for Hillbrow, with Cheryl

Ayogu the chief operating director - projects. Maria Moletsane with Maggie Masekoameng.

Dressmaking students all wearing their outfits made

from identical fabric.

Another proud Ossac
year draws to a close

Little Adamie Lekalakal

prances around with her

coat still on.
Sina Mpian dances

for the crowd.

Beryl Unterhalter with Myra

Putterman who has been a volun-

teer numeracy and literacy teacher

for seven years.

Lamson Chavula a

literacy student from

Malawi, recalls his

home life.

Cooking and dressmak-

ing student Laina Tladi

with Melo Ncube.

Two “models” show off the satin

evening dresses made by them.



ROBBEN ISLAND

Robben Island has become known
over the world as the little island
where Nelson Mandela and other
leading members of the ANC were
imprisoned during the apartheid
years.  

But there was a prominent earlier
prisoner on the island - the Xhosa
leader, warrior and prophet, Makana,
who fought against the British in the
Eastern Cape. Captured, he was sent
to Robben Island. 

The story goes that he drowned in
1820 trying to swim to the mainland. 

The island later became a colony
for lepers and the incurably insane.

Robben Island’s entire area is just
less than seven square kilometres. It
lies in Table Bay, about eight kilome-
tres from Cape Town. 

“Robben” is Dutch for seals and
hence the name.

‘THE ORPHAN’S STORY’ 
CONTINUES

Doreen Goldberg about her mother,
Esther Gilman:

“Unsure about what she would like to
do, Esther visited her parents’ graves
in Piquetberg (now Piketberg). While
she was sitting there, her attention
was drawn to an old yellowed piece of
newspaper lying in the sand between
the two graves. 

“She picked it up and saw that it
was an application for student nurses
at the hospital for mentally disturbed
patients on Robben Island. She decid-
ed there and then that that was what
she wanted to do and that she there-
fore must therefore fill in the applica-
tion form. (Her parents had spoken to
her).

“At this stage she was not aware
what mental patients actually were
and thought that it was just an ordi-
nary hospital. 

“Esther showed the advertisement
to a Dr Reitz in Cape Town and he
helped her to fill in the application
form and attached a letter of recom-
mendation. Most of Esther’s friends
tried to dissuade her about the
Robben Island plans, but to no avail.  

“She arrived on the Island in 1917
where there was the matron and the
medical superintendant, a Dr E
Moon, who questioned her about her
age and the fact that she had not com-
pleted standard 8 (now grade 10). 

“She gave them a letter from the
Cape Town orphanage explaining
that there was no proof of her age
and it was possible that she was 18.

“She told them the heartrending
story of her life, with the result that
they allowed her to stay on the island.
She was taken on an escorted tour of
the hospital for the mentally dis-
turbed and one of the patients walked
towards her and unexpectedly hit her
across the face.”

• This article originally appeared in

“Die Burger” in Cape Town in July
2010 in Afrikaans.

KRUGERSDORP

From Marc Kopman:

“Abner Cohen passed away during
1937 and his tombstone was erected
at the top end of the Jewish ceme-
tery in Krugersdorp in his honour,
although with the passage of time,
other congregants’ graves have over-
taken his. 

“The congregation (United Heb-
rew Institutions of Krugersdorp)
against all odds today continues to
be an active one, out of all propor-
tion to its current size, some 116
years later. 

“Signs of Abner Cohen’s activity
in Krugersdorp can still be seen, for
instance, in the centre of the CBD
stands the Majestic Hotel which in
its heyday was truly majestic. It
belonged to the Seimon family and
the foundation stone can still be
seen, including Cohen’s name on it
as it was he who unveiled it. 

“In the congregation’s current
and fourth synagogue (consecrated
on February 25, 2007) on a white
marble tablet affixed to the wall to
the right of the Aron Kodesh, his
name is recorded for all time as the
congregation’s founder, among
other illustrious names of those who
have served this fine community
since. 

“Although I am a technically a
‘nog shlepper’ here, I am extremely
proud to be an active part of the con-
gregation today.”

KING WILLIAM’S TOWN

This town in the Eastern Cape, is
named after King William the
Fourth of England

From Adam Yancey (continues):

“Graduates from these private den-
tal schools (in Germany) did not
obtain a doctorate or a degree.
Gustav Ginsburg was probably one
of these dentists, as in a letter dated
March 26, 1907, his brother Franz
wrote that Gustav did not have a uni-
versity diploma. 

“On one of his vacations as a stu-
dent, he went on a walking tour of
Europe. When he reached Vienna,
he met a gypsy band and, as he was a
good violinist, he played music with
them.

“There he met, and fell in love
with a gypsy girl, whom he almost
married. However, wiser counsel
prevailed and he did not go ahead
with this. Instead he completed his
dental studies.

“Having done this, Gustav came to
South Africa to King William’s Town
(known as ‘King’), a place where
some of his siblings had settled. 

“His story illustrates the problems
that faced a professional, recognised
as such in the (then) German
Empire, moving to the British
Empire, where his qualifications
were not recognised.”

• Gustav Ginsburg was the father
of Eric Egan, the well-known
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GOLDSTONE UN IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE HEAD RESIGNS

NEW YORK - The head of a United
Nations committee charged with
implementing the Goldstone Report,
Christian Tomuschat, a judge in
Germany, resigned unexpectedly, on
December 2.

B'nai B'rith International wel-
comed the resignation in a statement
issued on December 2, noting the
report in the online edition of the
Israeli newspaper Yediot Achronot.
The organisation had called for
Tomuschat to leave because he was
not a neutral arbiter.

"Tomuschat’s resignation ought to
further undermine the credibility of
the report he submitted to the (UN
Security) Council in September," the

B'nai B'rith statement said. 
"In his report Tomuschat repeated

the odious claim that Israel engaged
in 'violence against civilians as part
of a deliberate policy'. The report
went on to criticise Israel’s legal sys-
tem for failing to mount a witch hunt
for 'officials at the highest levels'.

“Referring to a Hamas internal
'investigation', in which Hamas
exonerated itself from all wrongdo-
ing, Tomuschat’s team could only
conclude that it 'is not in a position to
ascertain the veracity of any of
these assertions’. 

In July, activist Anne Bayefsky
pointed out on the Eye on the UN
monitoring website that Tomuschat

and the other two members of his
committee were closely affiliated
with a nongovernmental organisa-
tion that works to vilify Israel.

Bayefsky, senior editor of Eye on
the UN, as well as the director of the
Touro Institute on Human Rights
and the Holocaust, also wrote that a
UN staffer appointed to work with
Tomuschat was an anti-Israel blog-
ger that during the Gaza war wrote
that Israel targeted Palestinian civil-
ians in order to impress voters.

The Tomuschat committee staffer
wrote: “What better way to gain the
support of the Israeli electorate than
to… kill innocent civilians,” Eye on
the UN reported. (JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

Springbok Radio presenter in the
fifties. 

Acknowledgement: Adler Museum
Bulletin, December 2006.

THAILAND

Shani Krebs is serving a 40 year jail
sentence in Thailand. He is remem-
bered by Morris van Zyl (Landsman):

“As I think back on my life at Arcadia
Children’s Home, I have the fondest
memories. Arcadia was home to me
and my family, all the Arcs of those
years being my family.

“Among them were Myra Wolf,
Babette Wolf, the Weinsteins, the
Laskers, Shani and Joan Krebs, who
are still precious to me.

“Recently someone wrote about
Shani Krebs who is locked up in
Thailand. He and I were best friends
for many years after the Arc. Shani
was, and still is, like a big brother to
me. I want to write this letter, not to
defend Shani and also not to exult
him, so that people who never really
understood and still really don’t
understand Shani, can get a little
insight into who he really is, so that
when you write to Shani, you will
know who you are writing to.

“Shani is five years older than me. It
was Shani who gave me a place to stay
when I had nowhere to go when I
returned from Europe. It was Shani
who supported me when we shared a
townhouse and I had no work. 

“It was Shani who had a lot of
patience with me when I had too
much to drink. It was Shani who was
beaten up and taken to hospital while
defending me when I got into a fight.

“Shani taught me never to backstab
or badmouth anybody. Few people I
have met in life could fill his shoes.
Yes, he has made mistakes and
messed up and, yes, he has paid the
price in full for these mistakes. 

“G-d has forgiven you, Shani, for
any mistakes you have made. If any-
body who reads this letter writes to
Shani, or goes to see him, I want you
to salute him on my behalf. Shani, I
miss you and I love you.”

• Shani would appreciate letters
to:Alexander Krebs. Building 2,
Bangwang, Nonthaburi, Thailand,
11000.

• With thanks to David Sandler of
Perth, Western Australia, who edits a
weekly newsletter which circulates to
Old Arcs around the world.

DAME VERA LYNN 

Dr Lacob of Cape Town informed
Community Buzz that Dame Vera
Lynn (the Forces Favourite singer in
the Second World War) was married
to Harry Lewis, a musician who
became her manager.  

Lewis’ sister lived in Johannesburg
and Dr Lacob wonders if there are
any family members in this country,
or else anybody who can remember
her time here.

• Up until 1948, the cry was: “Jews,
go back to Palestine”. Now we hear:
“Jews, get out of Palestine!” 
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FOR SOUTH Africans, 2010 will be remembered for the Fifa
World Cup, which riveted the nation and produced, for a
time, a spirit of patriotic “togetherness” transcending race,
culture and creed. SA Jews participated in the excitement,
with the ubiquitous vuvuzela-blowing, trips to stadiums and
mingling with the thousands of foreign visitors. 

For Israel, this has been a quiet year in security terms. The
security fence continues blocking terrorist attacks - how
many were foiled by security agencies will never be made
public. The assault on Israel has moved to diplomatic and
public relations arenas, with attempts to delegitimise the
country, growing. In the long run, this could unfortunately
prove as dangerous as suicide bombings. 

An ugly incident which shook South African Jewry and
earned it embarrassment internationally, was the Goldstone
barmitvah saga - an attempt to prevent Mr Justice Richard
Goldstone attending his grandson’s barmitzvah in Sandton
because of his report about possible war crimes during
Israel’s Operation Cast Lead in Gaza. A way out of the con-
frontation was found through a meeting between him and
Jewish leaders.

Subtle indications have appeared of a worsening attitude
from the ANC towards Israel and the Zionistic SA Jewish
community. For example, after the “flotilla” saga, in which
Israeli commandos killed nine Turkish citizens  on a boat
trying to break the Gaza blockade, South Africa was the only
country aside from Turkey to recall its ambassador to Israel. 

Also, noticeably, South Africa did not send any message to
Israel during the disastrous fires of the past week. Scores of
other nations sent moral support or practical assistance -
even Turkey. 

Logistical help came from Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, Cyprus,
Greece, Germany, Russia, France, Switzerland, Britain,
Spain and the United States. Even the Palestinian Authority
sent 21 firefighters and four fire trucks. The South African
Jewish community mobilised along with other Diaspora
communities to help. See story on page 3.

Local activities promoting the boycott, divestment and
sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel gathered steam,
exemplified by an attempt to boycott Ahava cosmetic prod-
ucts because they are produced in the occupied West Bank. 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, a long-time critic of
Israel, became more vociferous, joining a call for the
University of Johannesburg to cut research ties with Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev and appealing to the Cape
Opera to cancel planned performances of Porgy and Bess in
Israel – which the opera rejected. 

Calls are being made to remove Tutu as a patron of the
Cape Town Holocaust Centre – a touchy question because of
his iconic status in South Africa.

Thankfully, anti-Semitism remains low in South Africa
compared with many other places, but anti-Israel senti-
ments are high. Jewish organisations like the SAJBD face a
difficult task in this atmosphere - the eternal Jewish dilem-
ma of how to relate to non-Jewish authorities in protecting
Jewish interests.

One community leader puts it bluntly: “You can’t publicly
criticise a member of the government one day, and then
knock on his door the next day asking for help on a matter of
community concern.”

The South African Jewish quandary – “to stay or to go” -
continues to simmer, along with other minority groups,
egged on by high crime, corruption, nepotism and govern-
ment mismanagement in areas like health and education. 

The Jewish community’s size seems to have stabilised at
around 75 000, but emigration of specially young people,
remains significant.

South African Jews were stirred up by deputy managing
editor of the Jerusalem Post, Caroline Glick, who, after a few
days here as a guest of the SAZF, penned a highly critical
article on returning to Israel. She saw only the negatives in
South Africa - except for the scenery - and implied that local
Jews should leave as soon as possible because there is no
future here. She, however, got people thinking about this
community and its role in South Africa. 

Jews continue to help build this country through business,
the professions, arts and so on. The Jewish Report has begun
a new, regular column called “Building South Africa –
People Doing Remarkable Things”. Many of these “heroes”
are unsung heroes in the true sense of the word.

In the meantime, Gilad Shalit - the Israeli soldier kid-
napped four years ago - remains in captivity under Hamas in
Gaza, a symbol of Arab and Muslim hatred of Israel and
Jews. 

Sadly, optimism about a settlement between Israelis and
Palestinians has dropped to a low point and has actually
moved to the back burner. Many Israelis feel there will not
be peace in their lifetimes. 

What to wish for in 2011? For one thing, a rekindling of
hope for Israeli-Palestinian peace. A solution to that fester-
ing sore would do wonders for Jews and the world. 

From the Jewish Report’s side, hearty thanks to our loyal
readership which has supported us through rough and good
times. Without your support – on all fronts – we would have
no raison d’être to be here.

We wish you all a great holiday and hope you will contin-
ue helping us provide a quality newspaper through the year
to come.

The year that was

ABRAHAM H FOXMAN
NEW YORK

One of the reactions of Israelis to
the fact that their government
called on the international commu-
nity for assistance to combat the
Carmel Forest fire, is a sense of
shame. After all, Israel is a leader in
the hi-tech world and an innovator
in dealing with crisis situations.
Now Israel had to admit that it was-
n’t capable of dealing with the blaze
alone.

More than that, for some in Israel
there is a reluctance to admit that
Israel is not isolated, that not every-
one is against Israel. The willing-
ness of nations and peoples to rush
to Israel’s side, including the Turks
and the Palestinians, challenged
this assumption.

I remember when Yitzhak Rabin
took over as prime minister in 1993,
his inaugural address to the
Knesset took a different tack than
the norm. He spoke to the idea that
Israelis need to get beyond the way
of thinking that assumed that
everyone was against them. He
argued that this was neither accu-
rate nor productive, as it led to dis-
torted policies.

Rabin in some quarters was
hailed for his comments; in others
he was condemned.

Which brings us to our own times:
Where do things stand and how
does the response to the fire illumi-
nate matters?

I would argue that there are two
parallel tracks, both of which need
to be understood, taken seriously
and factored in to policymaking.

On the one hand is the dangerous
process of delegitimisation cam-
paigns against Israel. These cam-
paigns are picking up momentum
around the world. Boycotts of Israel
by trade unions, universities and
entertainers seem to pop up almost
on a daily basis. 

Israeli officials refrain from visit-
ing certain countries lest they be

arrested on war criminal charges.
The UN’s Goldstone Report ques-
tions Israel’s right to self-defence.

Israel is compared to the South
African apartheid regime or to the
Nazis. Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad can openly call for
Israel’s disappearance without any
repercussions. And the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva focuses
most of its attention and resolu-
tions on condemning alleged
Israeli violations of human rights.

In other words, there are
grounds for concluding that the
world has turned against Israel in
ways that even suggest a heavy
dose of anti-Semitism within it. 

It is no longer the individual Jew
who is the target of anti-Semitism,
some argue, but the collective Jew
through the assault on the Jewish
state. And it is argued, with some
reason, that it is not particular
Israeli policies but Israel’s very
existence that is the problem for
many of its critics.

The picture, however, is more
complicated, and the response of
many nations to Israel’s plea for
help this week is the tip of the ice-
berg. It is obvious that not only
does Israel have a special relation-
ship with the United States, but it
has excellent bilateral relations
with states throughout the globe,
including some that routinely vote
against Israel at the United
Nations.

Moreover, even in the Arab
world things are not simple. It is
true that what we all want, an
acceptance by Arab leaders of the
legitimacy of the Jewish state in
the Middle East, has not been
achieved. 

Having said that, on practical
grounds there has been progress
over the years in the acceptance of
the reality that Israel is here to
stay. Indeed, that notion is so
strong in the Arab world that
Ahmadinejad feels it necessary to
harp on the idea that Israel will

disappear in an effort to get the
Arabs to turn back the clock to a
time when they not only rejected
Israel’s legitimacy, but envisioned
ways to achieve Israel’s demise.

Arab acceptance of the reality of
Israel is not insignificant because it
then forces an answer to the ques-
tion of how one deals with an entity
that’s here to stay. Anwar Sadat’s
answer after the Yom Kippur war
was to make peace.

We see these changes as well in
the WikiLeaks documents: Arab
leaders such as the king of Saudi
Arabia and the crown prince of
Bahrain focusing on the Iranian
threat and understanding the com-
mon interest that Israel and the
moderate Arabs have in containing
Iran.

And now comes the Carmel
Forest fire. The fact that both
Turkey and the Palestinian
Authority provided assistance to
Israel is not insignificant. It obvi-
ously does not negate the problem-
atic aspects of Turkish and
Palestinian policies toward Israel. 

It should, however, alert Israeli
leaders to openings, to shades of
gray, to possibilities that things
don’t always have to remain the
same, to the idea that resentment
can also be overcome.

The great challenge for support-
ers of Israel in the period ahead is
not to lose sight of either of the two
tracks. There are immense dangers
to Israel up ahead, as reflected in
the delegitimisation efforts, and we
must do our all to combat them.

But there are opportunities as
well, and the mark of leadership is
to explore them and seed them
while never ignoring the landmines
that lie beside them. (JTA)

(Abraham H Foxman is the national
director of the Anti-Defamation
League. His latest book is “Jews and
Money: The Story of a Stereotype”,
Palgrave Macmillan, November
2010).

A Boeing 747 from the United States

brought in to help fight Israel’s largest

fire on its fourth day sprays fire-

extinguishing material, December 5.
(MEIR PARTUSH/FLASH90/JTA)

International
firefighters 

rush to Israel

Response to fire illuminates
myriad challenges for Israel



Parking issue elevated to anti-Semitism
JEFFREY KATZ
CHAIRMAN, GAUTENG COUNCIL SAJBD

IS THE communal leadership burying its
collective head in the sand regarding the
threats facing the Jewish community and
trying to persuade the latter to do likewise?
Put another way, instead of confronting real
issues of anti-Semitism, is the leadership
(specifically the SA Jewish Board of
Deputies) pussyfooting around them in
order to convince themselves, and everyone
else, that all is well? 

That is certainly the impression Leslie
Harris seeks to create in his opinion piece in
the last week’s issue of the Jewish Report
paper (“Conspiracy of optimism” from com-
munal leaders, December 3). 

There are three incidents that Harris
focuses on to make his case. They are the
anti-Semitic statements made by former
Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Fatima
Hajaig (January 2009), the Cosatu march on
Beyachad in protest against the leadership’s
pro-Israel statements (February 2009) and
the more recent controversy over the Baal
Shem Tov Shul and the alleged anti-Semitic
motivations behind moves to close it down.
Most of Harris’ article in fact deals with the
last issue.

Before going into specifics, I begin with a
general observation that far from being
some kind of indictment, the charge of “con-
spiracy of optimism” is, in our view, essen-
tially a compliment. Positivity and optimism

are hallmarks of good leadership and, as
SAZF Chairman Avrom Krengel eloquently
showed in his reply to the Jerusalem Post’s
Caroline Glick, there is a great deal that we
in South Africa can be positive about. 

Among other things, it is an indisputable
fact, confirmed by among other institutions,
the Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of
Contemporary Anti-Semitism and Racism
at Tel Aviv University that South Africa has
remarkably low levels of anti-Semitism in
comparison with the rest of the Diaspora. 

Detailed record keeping for all the major
centres in this country, jointly conducted by
the SAJBD and CSO, shows these trends to
be completely consistent going back many
years.  

Since Harris expresses scepticism about
the effectiveness of the SAJBD’s response to
the Hajaig incident, it is appropriate to
briefly recount exactly what it did do. 

The process of unmasking, confronting
and eventually calling to book Hajaig, was
from start to finish a Board initiative. Our
media monitoring staff were the only ones
to pick up her offensive comments, our legal
team lodged a complaint with the Human
Rights Commission, our Communications
Department widely publicised the matter
both locally and internationally and just two
days after the statements were made, our
representatives were telling (then) President
Kgalema Motlanthe about them in a face-to-
face meeting. The upshot was that Hajaig
was pilloried, discredited, hauled over the

coals and compelled to apologise. 
Most important of all, she was the only

member of Cabinet not to be reappointed
after the elections, which among other things
demonstrated how seriously Government
took the matter.    

Moving on to the second issue, it is certain-
ly not the case that the SAJBD “blithely dis-
missed” the threat posed by the illegal Cosatu
march into the Jewish heartland last year. 

On the contrary, we joined with the SAZF
in slamming the provocative, intimidatory
nature of the march in our release to the
media, worked hard with the CSO and securi-
ty establishment to ensure that no violent
clashes occurred and organised a counter-
demonstration in Beyachad for our commu-
nity to affirm their staunch support for
Israel, regardless of what was happening
down the road. 

In his weekly Jewish Report column, our
Chairman Zev Krengel, unambiguously
described the march as an attempt to intimi-
date the Jewish community for its support of
Israel.   

It is far more difficult to write about the
Baal Shem Tov situation, since it is still very
much an unfolding saga. Suffice it to say,
Harris is once again in possession of only
some of the facts (which really calls into

question whether he should have rushed
into print at all). 

Whereas the fact of anti-Semitism on the
part of Fatima Hajaig was indisputable - we
had it on tape, after all - there is no such cer-
tainty over exactly what has been said, or
not said, in this particular dispute. 

The SAJBD will always act in cases where
anti-Semitic behaviour can reasonably be
shown to have occurred, but cannot, and
indeed should not, attempt to do so when the
core issues are a matter of dispute. 

Should any further information of rele-
vance come to light in this particular case,
we will naturally reconsider the position.
For the time being, though, the considered
view of the Board following extensive dis-
cussions with the parties concerned, is that
the dispute is essentially a technical, legal
one revolving around such nitty gritty
issues as adequate parking and should be
dealt with on that basis. 

Ultimately, what we all want to see is that
the congregation, which for the past 15 years
has been a valued part of this city’s vibrant
shtieblach culture, is able to sort out its
problems with the City Council and be able
to operate as normal.  

We have offered to assist the shul in any
way we can, including in obtaining expert
advice from those who work in the field of
administrative law, and hope that they will
avail themselves of this offer. 
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BROOKLYN RABBI WANTED FOR MOLESTING DAUGHTERS

NEW YORK - The former principal of a
Brooklyn yeshiva, along with three of his
sons, are wanted for molesting four of his
children over 15 years.

New York police are looking for Rabbi
Gershon Kranczer, 58, and one of his sons,
Asher, 21, who are believed to have fled to
Israel, according to reports. Son Yechezkel
Kranczer, 24, turned himself in to the
police on December 2 and was released on
bail, and a third son, 15, was arrested.

The abuse reportedly came to light after
one of the daughters, 20, told a co-worker
at the yeshiva where she works as a teach-

ers' aide that the rabbi had been molesting
her for 15 years, the New York Daily News
reported.

Gershon Kranczer and his three sons
are accused of sexually abusing the four
sisters - ages 20, 19, 17 and 8 - numerous
times in the past few years. 

Gershon Kranczer is the former head of
Yeshiva Tehila L'Dovid, which serves chil-
dren with special needs. He and his wife
have 14 children aged 10 to 28.

New York City children's services offi-
cials reportedly removed the minor chil-
dren from the home (JTA)

Silly season meanderings with a dollop of cynicism
I REMEMBER a few years ago receiving a
bitter spoof on how the Exodus from Egypt
might be reported by the New York Times (a
paper perceived as being anti-Israel,
although its bias is probably quite mild
when compared with our own media). 

Samples of what one might expect to see
would be (I paraphrase here): “Hebrews
extort huge sums from parched Egyptians
desperate for fresh water”, “Egyptian homes
plundered by absconding migrant workers”
and, “Nation mourns army mass drowning
disaster - Mossad implicated”. 

This got me thinking as to how our media,
and also our government, would no doubt
react to well-known Biblical events were
they to take place now. The fall of the walls
of Jericho? “Illegal Israeli demolitions con-
tinue - UN calls for special probe!” (SA gov-
ernment response: “Israel Ambassador
summoned to Union Buildings for ‘consulta-
tion’”). 

Samson’s killing of a thousand Philistines
with the jawbone of an ass? “Jewish settler’s
deadly rampage! Consternation over deadly
new IDF weapon” (Israeli Ambassador
called in for a lengthy demarche before
Deputy Minister International Relations
and Co-operation Ebrahim Ebrahim. On the
way out, he gets stuck in lift with Fatima
Hajaig).

The building of Solomon’s Temple would
likewise hardly get a rapturous response.
More likely it would be a case of, “Jebusite
National Front deplores latest Zionist land
grab” or “Settler building project contra-
venes international law, say human rights

NGOs”. Israel Ambassador meanwhile tries
to swim to Antarctica. Fished out near
Robben Island. Gets six-hour grilling before
ANC Parliamentary caucus.  

Okay, I know I’ve made the point, but just
one more: Jezebel’s death. “Shock and anger
as Philistine woman used as dog food after
brutal slaying!” (Israeli Ambassador nar-
rowly escapes necklacing. Crosses border
into Botswana disguised as a priest). 

Spoof it may be, but we all know how close
to the truth it is. In the orchestrated perver-
sity of Middle East reporting, aggressors are
depicted as victims (and vice versa), those
routinely sacrificing military effectiveness
to avoid civilian casualties become practi-
tioners of genocide and one side’s acts of
retaliation are regarded as unprovoked
aggression, no matter what preceded them. 

This is a world where Israel is presumed
guilty until proven innocent, only no-one
bothers to pay any notice when that inno-
cence is actually established. (Hamas has
just conceded that most of those killed in
Operation Cast Lead were not civilians but
military operatives of some kind or other.
Anyone see that reported on SABC?)  

No columnist wishes to repeat himself, yet

it is hard for me to avoid coming across as
something of a monomaniac on the subject
of Israel. When the Zionist movement was
launched, it had only minority support in
the Jewish world and I suspect that (for
pragmatic rather than ideological reasons) I
would have been initially against the idea
myself. 

Now that Israel is an established reality
and increasingly supplanting the Diaspora
as the world Jewish heartland, it can proba-
bly be said that nearly all identifying Jews
are now Zionistic to some extent, if by
Zionistic one means caring about Israel’s
wellbeing and security. 

Will this state of affairs continue, though?
In truth, Diaspora Jewry’s commitment to
Israel is being steadily undermined, partly
by the sheer unpopularity of the Jewish
State in trendily progressive circles but to a
far greater extent by Jewish assimilation. 

Jewish attitudinal surveys in the US and
elsewhere consistently show, as one would
expect, ever decreasing levels of identifica-
tion with Israel among intermarried, non-
Orthodox and secular Jews within the
younger generation. 

One particularly disturbing statistic that
is often quoted, is that “only 48 per cent of
non-Orthodox American Jews under 35
think Israel’s destruction would be a person-
al tragedy for them”. 

Moreover, around half of those again do
not even feel comfortable with the idea of
there being a Jewish State at all. What will
happen when the time comes for this gener-
ation to take over the work of the current US

Jewish leadership, particularly the all-
important task of lobbying for Israel? 

Speaking at a solidarity rally at the start of
the ‘Second Intifada’, the late Rabbi Cyril
Harris said that if we were to prevail, our
love - for Israel and for each other - must be
stronger than the hatred of our enemies. 

The kind of love he meant came through
in Oren Kaplan’s recent tribute to his late
grandmother Jessie, whose intense devotion
to the Zionist cause inspired her children,
and particularly her famous son Mendel, to
render such magnificent service to it. 

I remember my own grandfather’s love for
Israel, such as in his proudly showing me
press clippings on the triumphs of 1967 and
his joy at the news that oil had been discov-
ered in the land in which he himself had
spent a number of years as a pioneer in the
1920s. 

It is this love and pride from previous gen-
erations that will have to carry us through,
because luke-warmth and equivocation
won’t hack it against the relentlessly
focused hatred of the other side. 

Unlike our forebears in this country, we
don’t have the advantage of a sympathetic
(or at least neutral) media, but on the other
hand have, through the Internet revolution,
multiple ways of educating ourselves and
fighting back. 

We will need to, because notwithstanding
2010 having been a fairly quiet year, the vir-
ulence of the attacks on Israel and those
who support that reached such frenzied lev-
els last year are undoubtedly going to recur,
and frequently, in years to come.   

BARBARIC
YAWP
David Saks
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Artscape Theatre, Cape
Town: Sculptures by Myra
Bloomberg on show in the
Marble Foyer, until January 2,
(021) 462-7064.

AVA Gallery, Cape Town:
“Category Error 2”, a group
show, featuring work by Philip
Miller, Jann Cheifitz, Lynne
Lomofsky, Jane Solomon and
others, will be opened by
Rayda Becker on December 13.
Exhibition runs until January
21, (021)424-7436.

Brodie/Stevenson,
Braamfontein: “Permanent
Error”, photographs by Pieter
Hugo, until December 15, 082-
552-3143.

Joburg ProMusica Theatre,
Roodepoort: Serge Prokofiev’s
“Peter and the Wolf” directed
by Sylvaine Strike, until
December 15, (011) 674-1357.

Joburg Theatre,
Braamfontein: In the Nelson
Mandela, Janice Honeyman’s
pantomime, “Robinson
Crusoe”, until January 2. In
the Fringe, “The Slap
Koejawel”, directed by Robert
Whitehead with Vanessa Cooke
and Annalisa Weiland on
December 12, (011)877-6800. In
the People’s Theatre, “More
Adventures of Noddy”, until
December 24, (011) 403-1563.

Market, Newtown: In the
Barney Simon, Andrew
Buckland performs “1 Man: 3
Shows: 100 Characters”, show-
casing “The Ugly Noo Noo,”
“Between the Teeth” and
“Mistero Buffo”, until
December 19. In the main the-
atre, “Songs of Migration”
with Hugh Masekela and
Sibongile Khumalo, until
December 19, (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
Teatro, “Mamma Mia”, until
December 29, (011) 511-1988.

National Children’s Theatre,
Parktown: “The Wizard of
Oz”, directed by Joyce
Levinsohn and Francois
Theron, until December 23,
(011) 484-1584.

Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: Vicky
Friedman and Clifford Cooper
direct “The Black Diamonds”,
until December 24. Friday con-
certs feature a recital by
Jacobus Swart (piano) and
Miro Chakaryan (violin) on
December 10, (011) 883-8606.  

RCHCC, Oaklands: Mixed
media works by Leon 
Soriano, until December 12,
(011) 728-8088.

Rose Korber Art, Camps
Bay: Rose Korber’s 19th Art
Salon, featuring work by
William Kentridge, Pamela
Stretton, Richard Smith and
others, December 16-January
17, (021) 438-9152.

State Theatre, Pretoria: In
the Opera, SA Ballet Theatre
dances Tchaikovsky’s
“Nutcracker Suite”, until
December 19, (012) 392-4000.

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

HOT ON the heels of its debut at the
Jewish Museum in New York City
where it drew large audiences,
renowned photographer David
Goldblatt’s Kith Kin and Khaya has
opened at the South African Jewish
Museum and will run until Feb-
ruary 11. A retrospective of his work
from 1948 – 2009, the images reflect
his decades-long fascination with
the South African condition, the
Struggle being his great theme.    

While much of Goldblatt’s newer
work consists of large colour land-
scapes photographed digitally and
printed on an inkjet printer, these
photographs are developed in the
traditional way. All works are black
and white gelatin silver prints made
on traditional photographic fibre-
based paper, processed in photo-
graphic chemistry. 

Goldblatt, who has just turned 80,
is the only South African to have
won the Hasselblad Photography
Award (in 2006), described by muse-
um director Andy Goldman as “the
Nobel Prize in photography”. He

also is the recipient of the 2009
Henri Cartier-Bresson Award. 

Goldblatt’s works are held in New
York’s Museum of Modern Art, the
Johannesburg Art Gallery and the
Victoria and Albert Museum in
London, among other international
collections. 

“For us to be able to host such an
exhibition is fabulous, a great hon-
our,” Goldman says, adding in an
aside: “The main reason that we
have temporary exhibitions is to
bring local people back.” 

While Goldblatt’s work is largely
political, Goldman says he “didn’t
take the horror news pictures that
came out of apartheid.

“His pictures all have a deeper
story: the underlying story (for
instance) of some of the Afrikaners
in Boksburg showing, on the one
hand, how the society could be so
normal, but also showing not only
how black people suffered from
apartheid, but what it did to white
South Africans.

“One of the things that’s amazing
to me is David’s ability to just blend
in, even with a family in their home,
talk to them and just be there long

enough to get to the point where he’s
really like a fly on the wall - that they
almost begin to not notice him.” 

Goldman says that at least one of
the works has provoked an interest-
ing reaction. When he was putting
up posters around town containing
the image (shown here) to advertise
the exhibition, he heard several
“horrified” comments from blacks
to the effect that “if that kid had shot
that black man with a real gun dur-
ing apartheid, there would have
been no ramifications”. 

As for the white community, he
says a few have been “uncomfort-
able” with it. “They’ve said it’s not a
nice poster to put up around town
because it’s uncomfortable to be
reminded of this, especially
(because) this is not a ‘down and
out’-looking black man, this is a
black man who’s very well-dressed
with polished shoes and looking
good.”

Goldblatt is able to get to the
essence of his subjects, who range
from exhausted migrant workers to
careworn whites from the wrong
side of the tracks, to the well-
groomed women of the Boksburg
Women’s Zionist League. 

Goldman points to a portrait of
mining magnate Harry Oppen-
heimer, remarking that the photo-
grapher “somehow catches the vul-
nerability of a man who must have

been one of the most powerful men
in South Africa”.   

A selection of Goldblatt’s books,
including his two latest, features in a
coffee-table display. Touch-screens
with further information on most of
the images, narrated by Goldblatt,
are incorporated in the exhibition,
while free audio-guides are available.  

• Jewish Report readers who 
visit the exhibition will receive a
Goldblatt poster free of charge. The
South African Jewish Museum is sit-
uated at 88 Hatfield Street, Gardens,
telephone (021) 465-1546. 

One of photographer David

Goldblatt’s works - Holdup in

Hillbrow, Johannesburg,

November 1963 - on display at the

South African Jewish Museum.

Show: “1 Man: 3 Shows: 100
Characters” (The Ugly Noo Noo,
Between The Teeth, Mistero Buffo)
Director: Janet Buckland
Cast: Andrew Buckland 
Until: December 19

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN
PHOTOGRAPHS: RUPHIN COUDYZER

ANDREW BUCKLAND is simply a
master. His conflation of body lan-
guage with a knotting of words and
meanings, will leave your head spin-
ning like a whirligig, and your heart
racing. At 56, his work is as frenetic,
yet focused, as it was 24 years ago,
when he won the Standard Bank
Young Artist award and almost sin-
gle-handedly redefined local theatre. 

Ugly Noo Noo broke new ground
in 1988: It was a time when the pow-
ers that were turned a blind eye to
protest theatre, at venues like the
Market Theatre. Buckland engaged
this trend, but retained hilarity
through parody. 

In Ugly Noo Noo, Franz Kafka’s
Metamorphosis comes feeler to feel-
er with John Wyndham’s Day of the
Triffids. The trouble is, as soon as it
turns political, the plot becomes
exceptionally complicated and rep-
resents a fair amount of hard work
for the audience. 

The cleavage between a man and a
Parktown prawn, as a vehicle for
political narrative, makes for an
insane yet feasible understanding 
of political cross-speak premised
around the seeming indestructibili-
ty of the insect, which, according to
the play, arrived in Parktown when
its eggs got mixed into the sand from
which the suburb was built.

Between the Teeth is the darkest
and best of the three. First performed
in 1991, according to the programme
notes, it was “created in response to a
government expert at the distortion
of the spoken word to justify ideolog-
ical absurdities and atrocities”. 

This meeting of Orwell’s 1984 with
standard insurance speak, tells of
Frank, son of “Poppie” and “Skat”
and an incipient “liar-fighter”.
Briskly beating together pejorative
terms with grammar, and currencies
with narrative, this is vintage
Buckland, which will find you
restraining your guffaws because
you need to hear how the words cor-
relate, chill and contradict their
meanings with such fantastic fla-
grancy. 

Buckland’s similar in impact to
Danny Kaye: the precision, deftness
and speed of his language and body
will leave you gasping for air, even if
you’re in the back row.

Mistero Buffo, written by Dario Fo
in 1969, debuts in this mini-festival.
It’s premised on mediaeval mystery
plays and the concept of “buffa” 
in 18th century comic opera.
Consequently it is wildly and deli-
ciously blasphemous, and will have
you in stitches, while it tears the
hypocritical guts from church histo-
ry and holds them out for all to see.
Again beautifully performed, and
illustrative of what an incredible
teacher Buckland is, as he climbs
into the skin of character upon char-
acter, with vicious wit, clarity and

wisdom.
You might be hard-pressed to

decide which to see. How Buckland
carries these complicated, physically
intensive one-man shows off night
after night, is astounding. 

Each production is less than 90
minutes; each comprises intensive,
fleshy ideas and astonishing juxtapo-
sitions that will make you feel as
though you’ve stepped into a parallel
universe. This is rippling good enter-
tainment, which will make you
realise what preciousness we have in
local theatre skill.

Buckland climbs into skin of character with vicious wit

A flaw in the narrative structure which the
screenwriters failed to explore is the slim thread
of contact between Lisbeth and Mikael which
provided the novel with its emotional weight. 

Without this, and Lisbeth’s mostly passive role
now, the story tends to lose some potency, espe-
cially with all those Swedish names to remem-
ber and government policies to understand.

The film succeeds, though, in explaining the
reasons why the unfortunate Lisbeth has been
so unfairly persecuted, and also highlights the
role of her father, Zalachenko (Georgi Staykov),
whom she attempted to murder in the final
scenes of the second film. 

The sequences in court, where much of
Lisbeth’s traumatic life is revealed, are telling
encounters between the prosecution and the
defence and powerfully handled.

Mikael’s role in all this is basically to help
piece together Lisbeth’s life story in time for her
court appearances and also to finally reveal all
in his trashy magazine.

The acting is again first-rate and the remark-
able Rapace imbues her character with the
steely inner strength that is required to give
Lisbeth credence. 

and final episode where everything has been
thrown into the mix; a full-blown government
conspiracy, multiple assassination plots and a
number of violent confrontations in places
such as a hospital and an abandoned brick fac-
tory.

Director Daniel Alfredson, who also directed
the disappointing second production, does a far
better job here and manages to keep the story
nicely on the boil over its lengthy running
time.

In the centre of the action is Lisbeth
Salander (Noomi Rapace) a mercurial and fas-
cinating character, known for her striking
make-up and body piercings, who finds herself
the victim of an elaborate set-up. 

After her misadventure in the second
episode, the badly injured Lisbeth is recover-
ing in hospital, while a dastardly plot is being
hatched against her.

There is a good chance that she may end up
again in a mental institution, if certain shad-
owy figures have their way, but she has friends,
including investigative journalist Mikael
Blomkvist (Michael Nyqvist), who are attempt-
ing to save her. 

FELDMAN
ON FILM 
Peter Feldman

PICK OF THE WEEK

The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest

Cast: Noomi Rapace; Michael Nyqvist; Lena
Endre; Annika Hallin

Director: Daniel Alfredson (Swedish with
English subtitles)

The third and final film in Stieg Larsson’s
Millennium Trilogy wraps up the saga in a satis-
fying fashion. The baddies get their just desserts
and the heroine gets to fight another day.

Of the three productions, “The Girl With the
Dragon Tattoo,” was the simplest in story terms
and the most riveting. It dealt with two mis-
matched sleuths investigating family history in a
remote northern Swedish town. 

The series has now ballooned into the third

Vintage Goldblatt
shows his keen insights

Andrew Buckland as

Frank, learning the

ropes of liar-fighting

in Between the Teeth.
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Elegy for April by Benjamin Black
(Pan Macmillan, R195)

During the 1950s, April Latimer - a
young Irishwoman - goes missing
from her home in Dublin. Her friend
Phoebe Griffin, still recovering from
her own traumatic past, investigator
Quirke (fresh from drying out at a
rehabilitation centre) and the inde-
fatigable Inspector Hackett take on
the task of finding her. 

As they do so, unsavoury revela-
tions emerge about the Latimer fam-
ily. A skilfully constructed thriller
with a tight plot, clever characteri-
sation and enough suspense to pro-
vide sheer entertainment.  

A Fine Madness by Mashingaidze
Gomo (Ayebia, R249)

A startling insight into the nature of
war on our continent and its effects
on African identities. The Zimbab-
wean author eloquently and mov-
ingly portrays a warrior fighting on
various battlefronts, always against

the same enemies of foreign powers
intent on dictating his and Africa’s
future. Gut-wrenching reading. 

The Dead Sea Conspiracy by Stan
Miller (Logogog, ISBN: 978-

062044726-3)

When a strange discovery is made on
the shores of the Dead Sea, the
Mossad recalls to active duty Israeli
Air Force pilot David Shamir to infil-
trate Jordanian society in order to
solve the mystery. 

The assignment brings him into
close contact with Mira Pasha, an
Arab woman he once loved, who is
now married to an influential indus-
trialist. Then Shamir discovers a
horrific terrorist plot against Israel –
but preventing it from being carried
out requires him to extricate himself
from the emotional bonds which bind
him. 

A Secret Kept by Tatiana de Rosnay
(Pan Macmillan, R195)

While driving, Melanie suddenly
recalls a disturbing event from a past

summer and loses control of her car.
Meanwhile, waiting alone for her
arrival, her brother Antoine reflects
on his broken marriage, his prob-
lematic children, his boring job and
his tyrannical father. 

He cannot understand how he
ended up in this situation – nor can
he wait to hear the secret Melanie
said she had to tell him. A gripping
novel about the complexities of fam-
ily relationships.

Saturday is for Funerals by Unity
Dow and Max Essex (Harvard

University Press, R204)

A shattering account of the toll
HIV/Aids has taken in Botswana,
where Saturdays have become
dreaded days, synonymous with
dozens of funerals of victims and
communities mourning. Yet the
book also offers hope. 

Written by two experts on the pan-
demic, it also reveals how Botswana
– unlike our own country – has
responded honestly and wholeheart-
edly to the crisis, and how many of
the measures its health officials have
implemented have resulted in dra-
matic lowering of mortality rates
from the disease. Very highly recom-
mended.

Some good reads

ROBYN SASSEN

“IF IT’S December, it’s that time of
year again,” says veteran art con-
sultant, Rose Korber. This year, she
celebrates 19 years of the Art Salon -
which opens on December 16.

The concept of an art salon harks
back to pre-19th century Europe. It
was a time in the world where pri-
vate exhibitions and commercial
galleries did not exist, and where the
powers that be in the art world came
together once a year and exhibited
all the work considered “hot” at the
time. The pieces were hand-picked
by a body of discerning critics. The
European Salon had the power to
make or break an artist - and did.

Since its inception in 1992, Rose
Korber’s Art Salon, does indeed
have the power to make an artist’s
career: the wise nod of Korber
comes with informed context. 

The artists represented, reflect an
across-the-board peek at who’s who
in local art. This year’s Salon fea-
tures a new innovation-mooted
Salon des Confuses, a clear spoof on
the Salon des Refuses, which
spawned the Impressionists in the
19th century - artists bold and brave
enough to challenge the stiff pre-
cepts of the Salon. 

The Salon des Confuses is curated
by University of Cape Town lecturer
Andrew Lamprecht, who presents a
mix of work by emerging artists,

including Georgina Gratrix, Stuart
Bird and Ian Grose, with a promised
focus on “the unusual, unexpected
and surprising”. 

The Art Salon is in Sedgemoor
Road, Camps Bay, December 16 -
January 17. A walkabout will be 
conducted by Lamprecht on Decem-
ber 18, (021) 438-9152.

Who’s who of local
art under one roof

Show: “More Adventures of Noddy”,
People’s Theatre, Joburg Theatre,
Braamfontein (011) 403-1563
Children: Luvuyo Botyi; Melissa
Botyi; Thulasizwe Cruikshank;
Naushaad Dada; Jaydene Mairis;
Nabeela Naiker; Vashiv Naicker; and
Adam Preston   
Cast: Emmanuelle Girard; Kieran
Harriman; Noni Mkhonto; Lebogang
Mpahlele; Quinton Sutton
Writer: Enid Blyton
Directors: Jill Girard; Louis
Zurnamer (music) and Keith Smith
Design: Marius Boshoff (set), Linda
Wilson (costumes),  
Until: December 24

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

THIS NODDY harnesses the “wow”
factor from start to (almost) finish.
The draw-card for the performance I
saw was nine-year-old Vashiv
Naicker in the title role. He’s cute as
a button and dances like a champ -
excelling particularly with the more
complex moves. He’s ideally cast
and is convincingly able to interpret
more complicated emotions, like
mortification at having sprouted
two healthy big ears, just like his
eponymous pal.

This digression from the original
Noddy tale - written in 1949 by Enid

Blyton - is fresh. It can be safely
taken for granted that the audience
knows Noddy and his circle of fellow
60-plus-year-old buddies, and that
they need no pedantic introduction
to Toyland social complexities.  

The play is lively to the point of
shrill. Little ones’ attention is held.
Almost consistently.

Ultimately it’s about good behav-
iour as a nifty corollary to naughti-
ness, which could get you sent to a
cloud, or to tjoekie, depending on the
severity of the crime committed. 

The show’s flaw is the similarity
between the two halves. In the first,
Sly the goblin (Harriman) played ele-
gantly with words rhyming with his
name, steals and wreaks entertain-
ing mayhem, bringing out the best in
Mr Plod (Sutton). 

In the second, the naughty one is
Tubby Bear played by Emmanuelle
Girard. He puts spanners in the
works for visiting musician/magi-
cian The Great Tootle (Mkhonto),
which results in a lookalike contest
between a pea-shooter and a magic
flute, and some ducking and diving
in the audience; ultimately good
defeats naughtiness. 

A strength is the music. Songs shy
from tedium, and enthral the audi-
ence. Audience members might,
however, get stroppy when they’re
homeward bound: Noddy clocks in
at almost two hours. At some point,
that initial freshness in the opening
“wow”, wilts.

Young Vashiv Naicker
a real Noddy star

For the love of the

little yellow car:

Tessie Bear

(Emmanuelle

Girard) grabs a

ride with Noddy

(Vashiv Naicker) to

the consternation

of Mr Plod (Quin-

ton Sutton) and Mr

Sparks (Kieran

Harriman). (PHOTO:

JACQUI WHYTE)
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“Maze (Musha)”, a portrait in char-

coal and pastel on paper by Richard

Smith.  (PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED)
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FEATURE ON KEEPING KOSHER

Compiled by Manuela Bernstein. Contact (011) 023-8160, Cell 082-951-3838 or e-mail: manuela@sajewishreport.co.za

Keeping kosher on holiday is still simple
DARREN SEVITZ

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UOS

‘KEEPING KOSHER has never been so easy.’ 
We often hear this, but have we ever put it to 
the test? There’s no better time than vacation 
time, when we are out and away from the com-
fort of our homes, our double ovens and sinks 
and four sets of crockery and cutlery.

Many people who keep a kosher home, re-
lax their standards of kashrut when on vaca-
tion, but in the same way that we prepare in 
advance and don’t forget the sunscreen, the AA 
membership and the  itinerary, with a little bit of 
pre-planning, maintaining a reliable standard of 
kashrut while on vacation, is simple. 

The kashrut division of the Union of Ortho-
dox Synagogues, supervises the production of 
food products to the highest possible stand-
ards. There are approximately 1 400 companies 
producing over 12 000 products with over 60 
000 ingredients under constant supervision and 
control.

Most of these products are available country-
wide and are not limited to predominantly Jew-
ish areas. With perhaps the exception of kosher 
meat, the traveller can fi nd just about any prod-
uct he/she desires, in any part of the country. 
And even kosher meat can be delivered to your 
destination. Just call your local kosher butcher 
who will be happy to arrange this for you.

All the major chain stores, Woolworths, Pick 
n Pay, Shoprite-Checkers and Spar, have en-

tered into agreements with the UOS to have as 
many of their own branded products as possi-
ble certifi ed as kosher. This is in addition to the 
thousands of regular branded kosher certifi ed 
products which they stock.  

You can literally walk into any of these stores, 
anywhere in the country and fi ll your trolley with 
the full range of kosher products, from canned 
goods to bread, cheese, milk, sweets, biscuits, 
crisps and chocolates, condiments, spices - the 
list is endless.

When it comes to fresh fi sh, while it is always 
preferable to buy it from a kosher supervised 
store, in the absence of such a store, it is per-
missible to purchase fresh fi sh from any fi sh 
shop, even one that sells non-kosher fi sh.

Simply check that the fi sh you are buying is 
a kosher one (that it has scales). One can also 
have the fi sh cut in the store. While some are 
particular to take their own knives and boards, 
many rabbis permit the store to use their own 
knife and board, provided they are clean. The 
fi sh is then rinsed with water. Each person 
should consult with their own rabbi in this re-
gard.

Fruit and vegetables, of course, require no su-
pervision, but what many people are unaware of 
is that the Johannesburg Beth Din permits one 
to purchase even cut-up fruits and vegetables 
from any reputable store. For various halachic 
reasons, one need not be concerned that the 
knife used to cut the fruit and vegetables was 
also used for non-kosher products. However, 

one should not purchase cut-up vegetables 
which are “sharp”, such as onions, radishes 
etc. 

As always, vegetables which require checking 
for infestation, must be checked and if checking 
is not possible due to them being cut up, they 
should not be bought. 

One should also be careful when buying 
fruits and vegetables which originate in Israel, 
as there is additional “kedusha” (sanctity) at-
tached to these products, and it is necessary to 
separate teruma and maser (tithes) from them. 
This is a relatively simple procedure, the details 
of which may be found on the UOS website. A 
competent rabbi would also be able to advise 
on this procedure.

When staying in a non- kosher hotel or 
apartment, this can be a little more tricky, 
but not impossible. It is easy to kasher sur-
faces and stove tops, and even the oven in 
a self- catering apartment. The procedure is 
exactly the same as kashering for Pesach, 
and while it may be a little time consuming, 
the remainder of the vacation can be spent 
without concern for “treifing up” the kitchen.  
Where there is a central kitchen, such as in a 
hotel, the magic of “double wrapping” comes 
into play. Most hotels are sensitive to the re-
ligious requirements of their guests, and will 
be only too pleased to accommodate their 
requests. Kosher food when double wrapped 
(in foil) may be placed directly into a non-
kosher oven. 

What about schlepping pots and pans and 
cutlery? Okay, so this is a little more diffi cult, 
but a pot is no heavier or cumbersome than the 
beach towels or ipod speakers. From personal 
experience, it is suffi cient to take along one 
meat pot and one milk pot, one meat knife and 
milk knife, and the rest disposables.

Going out for a picnic or braai? For around 
R40 you can buy a disposable braai which is 
large enough to braai for a family of six. Or if 
there is a built-in braai where you are staying, 
you can kasher it (speak to your rabbi about 
how to do this, but it’s not as hard as some 
may think).

Some people are under the mistaken impres-
sion that eating “vegetarian” or fi sh or salads in a 
non-kosher restaurant is an acceptable kashrut 
standard. It’s simply not, and for many reasons, 
is more than likely no different from eating non-
kosher meat in the same place.

When all is said and done, the laws of kashrut 
are given to us by G-d through His Torah and 
our great sages. These laws apply at all times 
and in all places, even when on holiday. And 
keeping kosher, even when on holiday, has nev-
er been so easy.

If you have any kashrut or product related 
queries, contact us on:
Jhb 010 214 2600 or kashrut@uos.co.za
CT 021 461 6310 or kashrut@uoscape.co.za
Website www.uos.co.za
Cell phone mobile product search www.uos.
co.za /mobi


