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RALLY VENTS
ANGER AT OBAMA

SOME 1 000 protesters turned out in New York for a rally on April 25 against the Obama administration's Middle

East policies. Speakers represented conservative groups, including the Hudson Institute, Americans for a Safe

Israel, Z Street, the World Committee for the Land of Israel and the Zionist Organisation of America. Several rally

participants wore buttons likening Obama’s treatment of Iran to then-British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain’s

appeasement of Hitler. The rally drew criticism from David Harris, president of the National Jewish Democratic

Council, who called Obama’s commitment to Israel “rock solid”.    (MICHAEL DATIKASH / NEW YORK JEWISH WEEK)

PAGES 3, 8, 9, 12, 13



2 SA JEWISH REPORT 30 April - 07 May 2010

Advertisements and editorial copy from 

outside sources do not neccessarily reflect 

the views of the editors and staff.

KASHRUT
The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

NK Non-Kosher       K Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Published by 

S A Jewish Report (Pty) Ltd, 

Suite 175, Postnet X10039, 

Randburg, 2125

Tel: (011) 023-8160

Fax: (086) 634-7935

Printed by Caxton Ltd 

EDITOR - Geoff Sifrin

geoffs@icon.co.za

Sub-Editor - Paul Maree

Senior Reporter - Rita Lewis

jont@global.co.za 

Sports Editor - Jack Milner

jackmilner@telkomsa.net

Books Editor - Gwen Podbrey

Arts Editor - Robyn Sassen

info@frodo.co.za

Youth Editor - Alison Goldberg

youthsajr@global.co.za

Cape Town correspondent

Moira Schneider: 021-794-4206

Pretoria correspondent 

Diane Wolfson: 082-707-9471

MANAGER: SALES AND DISTRIBUTION

Britt Landsman:  brittl@global.co.za

Sales Executives - (011) 023-8160

Britt Landsman: 082-292-9520

Manuela Bernstein: 082-951-3838

Freelance Sales Executives 

Marlene Bilewitz & Assoc: 083-475-0288

Classified Sales

jrclassified@global.co.za

Design and layout

Frankie Matthysen 

Nicole Cook

Website

www.sajewishreport.co.za

Ilan Ossendryver

IC-Creations

ilan@ic-creations.com

Subscription enquiries

Avusa Publishing (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 0860-13-2652 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stan Kaplan (Chairman) 

Issie Kirsh (Deputy Chairman), Marlene 

Bethlehem, Russell Gaddin, Norman

Lowenthal, Bertie Lubner, 

Benjy Porter, Herby 

Rosenberg, Howard Sackstein, 

Jason Valkin.

PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
EMOR
Rabbi Asher
Deren
Chabad of the West
Coast, Cape Town

TIP O’NEIL, Speaker of the House
and, in his time the most powerful
US Congressman alive, once
shared the key to his many years of
leadership - “all politics is local,” a
lesson he learnt during his first
election campaign - which he lost.
By never forgetting that, even in
Washington, he served his people
with distinction for many decades.

For an analyst of Jewish politics,
the last few weeks may have
seemed like a nightmare.
Neighbours, friends, colleagues,
even close family members,
weighed in on the topic of the day
and all in the name of “doing it the
Jewish way” the politic reached an
unprecedented crescendo.

“Crazed fundamentalists!” was
the label stamped on those whose
feelings led them in one direction,
while “dangerous pacifists” was
immediately the reply against
those opting for a more nuanced
approach.

Seasoned communal activists,
great Torah scholars, laymen and
leaders alike, each was filled with a
fervour and zeal, only hoping that
the opposition could be swayed in
favour of what was clearly “the
Jewish way” and the approach
most accurate, truthful and ethi-
cal. 

It spread like wildfire; tens of
thousands became intimately
involved knowing that their opin-
ion was of critical importance here
and if the person sitting next to
them didn’t realise that, it was a
sacred responsibility to unleash
the full fire of their righteousness
to save the straying soul of their
friend.

Sure enough the inevitable rip-

dents of the man who established
the mitzvah of “Love your fellow as
yourself” (from last week’s parsha
of Kedoshim) as “a cardinal princi-
ple of Torah”, lived a lifestyle in
extreme opposition to that?

The students of a man who pro-
moted selfless love, died because of
selfish hatred?

In 1970 the Rebbe wrote a letter to
the participants of that year’s Lag
B’Omer Parade where he pointed
out that Rabbi Akiva’s students
were not, G-d forbid, hateful of one
another.

On the contrary, they exemplified
selfless love in the care and concern
they shared for one another. But in
an environment of 24 000 students
caring for each other, they also
sought to influence their 23 999 col-
leagues to see it their way when it
came to understanding the Torah.

And until such time that they suc-
ceeded in doing so, they could not
express a hypocritical respect for
their seemingly misguided contem-
poraries. And hence the tragic
results that we have been mourning
for the last few weeks.

But this week it comes to a halt.
Lag B’Omer marks the cessation of
the plague and offers us a window of
light and the warmth of our inher-
ent unity as one people that can
overcome the aish hamachlokes -
the “plague of strife” that strikes us
in our midst all too often.

One of the five remaining disci-
ples, Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai,
whose yarzeit is historically marked
on this day with - as per his request
- joyous celebration, perhaps offers
the antidote, a key to prevent a
recurrence of this disaster.

In his teachings of the Zohar he

ple effect came as well, strong and
hard, lives were hurt, feelings were
shattered and the tragic lessons
were felt deeply, to be remembered
for centuries to come.

And then, as suddenly as it came,
it all started subsiding.

Over the course of this weekend
we see the end of what seemed like
a ball of communal fire barreling
through the structures of our com-
munity, abruptly come to a halt as
only the ashes of the fire remain
for us to learn its eternal lesson.

No, I’m not referring to the swirl
of debate around the guest list of
any particular lifecycle event, at a
specific synagogue in one precise
community. I’m referring to an
episode that occurred almost two
millennia ago among the great
Torah scholars of the generation.

The Talmud in Tractate
Yevamos describes a terrible
plague that broke out among the
students of Rabbi Akiva (circa 120
CE), the pre-eminent sage of the
Talmud. In the few short weeks
between Pesach and Shavuot over
24 000 of his students passed away.
The reason for it is explained
because lo nohagu kovod zeh bozeh
- “they did not treat one another
with respect”.

But how can that be? The stu-

‘All politics is local’ - even Jewish
April 30/16 Iyar

May 1/17 Iyar

Emor

Starts Ends

17:21 18:11 Johannesburg

17:49 18:40 Cape Town

17:05 17:55 Durban

17:25 18:15 Bloemfontein

17:20 18:12 Port Elizabeth

17:13 18:04 East London

highlights the “soul” of life, of
man, of the universe, and of
Torah. This soul is the
omnipresent divinity of our inher-
ent goodness. It’s what allows us to
look beneath the surface of the
wrongs, the sins the terrible mis-
takes of the people around us and
see them for the good of G-d that
exists in them - and love them for
that.

What the right thing was to do in
the matter that faced our commu-
nity in the last few weeks we will
never agree on. The stakes were
too high and the matter too close to
our hearts for us to find the com-
mon ground on such an issue.

But the question is what hap-
pens when “politics become local”
- how do we reconcile our dis-
agreements in the way we interact
with our everyday friend and
neighbour, not a judge, a rabbi or a
communal leader, just the person
sitting next to us in shul or run-
ning across from us at the gym.

Do we let our disagreements
define our relationships - is poli-
tics really local and is that who we
become?

Or perhaps, as Rabbi Shimon
taught us, look a little deeper, and
see the part we agree with - and
love.

The stakes are too high to
choose otherwise.

FLORIDA MAN BLAMES HOLOCAUST

FOR CRIME

TAMPA - A Florida man who hid $10
million in offshore accounts, did it
because his Holocaust survivor parents
taught him to "hide and hoard", his
lawyer said.

Jack Barouh, 65, a former watchmak-
er who sold his luxury watch manufac-
turing and distributing company in 2004
for $50 million, was sentenced last week
Friday to 10 months in prison for tax
evasion. He hid $6 million in offshore
accounts at UBS AG. He had been hid-
ing money since 1976, according to
reports.

His layyer argued that Barouh had a
compulsion "to establish a secret nest
egg" as his parents taught him. Barouh,
whose family fled from Austria during
the Holocaust and moved to Colombia,
reportedly received psychiatric help for
his compulsion.

Barouh is one of 11 UBS clients to
plead guilty to tax evasion since the
bank admitted in February 2009 that it
helped Americans evade paying taxes.
The bank paid $780 million in fines.
Barouh's sentence is the longest so far,
according to Bloomberg News. (JTA)

STEFAN BIALOGUSKI

THE CHALLENGE of giving peo-
ple the skills they need for eco-
nomic independence, has proved
too good to ignore for corporate
high-flyer, Brad Rosmarin, who is
ORT South Africa’s new CEO.

In a media release ORT SA says
that in taking up the position as
the organisation’s top profession-
al, Rosmarin looks forward to
contributing towards South
Africa’s development, by unlock-
ing the potential of its poorest cit-
izens.

“Call me a crazy idealist, but I
want to be involved in uplifting
South Africa and that’s a very
attractive part of what ORT
does,” he said. 

“The Jewish community here
is a long way ahead of other com-
munities, so a lot of the fulfilment
of being at ORT is that we don’t
limit our commitment to our own
community; we’re helping the
country as a whole to progress.”

After 15 years’ building a suc-
cessful career in property and
asset management, Rosmarin
knows a good deal when he sees
one - and to him ORT is a prime
opportunity for personal fulfil-
ment as well as professional

accomplishment.
He likes to quote

American motivational
speaker Zig Ziglar, who
said: “If you help
enough people get what
they want, you will get
what you want.”

Adds Rosmarin: “I have never
seen that put into practice before
coming to ORT. But now that I
am here, I really understand
what he meant.”

Indeed, one week into his new
role he is enjoying the “culture
shock” of leaving the cut and
thrust of the business world
behind him.

“The one word that comes to
mind is ‘family’,” he said, when
asked for his impressions of his
new job.

“People genuinely care about
each other and genuinely care
about giving. The passion which
the people at ORT have for what
they do surpasses anything I
have ever experienced.”

There is plenty at ORT to be
excited about: educator empow-
erment projects in the townships
to raise the level of mathematics,
science and technology educa-
tion for thousands of children;
skills development programmes

to help individuals enter
the workforce; commu-
nity development proj-
ects to ensure the inclu-
sion of vulnerable
groups in tackling pover-
ty; and vocational and
educational support for

the Jewish community.
A critical part of the strategy

is to take word of ORT’s mission
outside the Jewish community
and into the wider community
and Mr Rosmarin is excited by
the potential he plans to unlock.

“In South Africa, one of the
biggest concerns is education,”
he said. “It’s actually the founda-
tion of a developing country
because when you educate peo-
ple you create an economic
uplift. African culture is such
that when a person does well he
shares his success with his fami-
ly. So when you uplift an individ-
ual you actually uplift the people
around him - potentially for gen-
erations. 

ORT expressed a word of
thanks to Michael Sieff, the for-
mer CEO, for his dedication and
hard work over the past six years
and wish him every success in
his position of CEO of the
Chevrah Kadisha. 

Brad Rosmarin is ORT SA’s new CEO AROUND THE
WORLD
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CAPE TOWN - The South African gov-
ernment has compared new Israeli mil-
itary restrictions on the movement of
Palestinians in the West Bank, to
apartheid laws.

The SA Department of International
Relations and Co-operation,issued a
statement condemning the restrictions
as "a gross violation of an individual's
human rights", saying that the military
order "further exacerbates the already
fragile situation in Palestine," accord-
ing to a report in the Cape Times.

Israel has said the newly updated
military order, designed to prevent
infiltrations into the West Bank by

requiring that residents have proper
identification, has been in effect for
many years. The order was updated
recently to require an immediate hear-
ing before a judge if someone is accused
of breaking the order.

Avichai Adrai, an Israeli army
spokesman, said last week in a confer-
ence call with Palestinian journalists
that the order actually would help
legalise the presence of Gaza
Palestinians who fled the coastal strip
and now resided in the West Bank.

Americans for Peace now has
charged that the updated order, which
went into effect on April 13, could lead

to the arrest of an unknown number of
Palestinian residents of the West Bank,
as well as internationals living and
working there.

"South Africa, because of its history,
is particularly sensitive to the infringe-
ment of human rights that the carrying
of a permit implies and the unilateral
punishments that can be brought to
bear on an individual by the state," the
South African statement said. 

It also said that the provisions were
unclear and seemed "to disregard the
existence of the Palestinian Authority
and the agreements Israel signed with
it and the PLO". (JTA)

SOUTH AFRICA LIKENS ISRAELI RESTRICTIONS TO APARTHEID

WASHINGTON - A plurality of Ameri-
can voters disapprove of President
Obama's handling of the Israeli-
Palestinian situation, a poll shows.

The Quinnipiac poll, taken April 14-
19, showed a slight plurality approved
of Obama's handling of foreign policy
overall - 48 pe cent to 42 per cent - but
disapproved of how he is "handling the
situation between Israel and the
Palestinians", 44 per cent to 35 per cent,
with 21 per cent saying they did not
know or would not answer.

Broken down by party affiliation,
Republicans were much likelier to dis-

approve, at 68 per cent, while
Democrats approved, with 59 per cent.
Independents were likelier to disap-
prove - 47 per cent to 33 per cent.

Fifty-seven per cent of respondents
said their sympathies lay more with
Israel than the Palestinians, while 13
per cent sided with the Palestinians
and 31 per cent did not know or would
not answer. 

Broken down among parties, 70 per
cent to 8 per cent of Republicans
favoured Israel over the Palestinians,
as opposed to 46 per cent to 19 per cent
of Democrats and 57 to 13 per cent of

Independents who favoured Israel.
A total of 34 per cent of respondents

saw Obama as a strong supporter of
Israel, while 66 per cent - with majori-
ties across party lines - believed he
should be a strong supporter.

A plurality of respondents, 49 per
cent, disapproved of Obama's policy of
not using nuclear weapons against
nations that forswear them. The poll,
taken a month after the eruption of US-
Israel tensions over building in eastern
Jerusalem, surveyed 1 930 voters
nationwide and had a plus-minus mar-
gin of error of 2,2 per cent. (JTA)

US VOTERS DOWN ON OBAMA'S HANDLING OF ISRAEL

OBAMA TO BARAK: US COMMITTED TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

A delighted 
Justice Goldstone
will attend the
barmitzvah
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

MR JUSTICE Richard Goldstone will be attending his
grandson’s barmitzvah after all. 

Following consultation between all the parties
involved, the South African Jewish Board of Deputies
(SAJBD) announced last Friday that agreement had been
reached confirming his attendance at the ceremony.
Furthermore, it was confirmed that there would be no
protests associated with the barmitzvah, due to take
place in Johannesburg next month. 

Previously, the Washington-based Justice Goldstone
had decided not to attend the synagogue ceremony “in
the interests of my grandson”, due to threatened protests
at his presence. Reacting to the latest development, he
told Jewish Report: “My whole family feels joyful that
we’ll be able to celebrate the barmitzvah together.”

As part of the agreement, a meeting hosted by the
South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) will take place
between the judge and the leadership of the Federation
and other Jewish communal representatives “to discuss
the Jewish community’s response to the report of the
commission chaired by Judge Goldstone last year and for
Judge Goldstone to give his perspectives on the issue. 

“The SAJBD respectfully requests, in light of the
agreement reached, that all parties immediately desist
all public activities on this matter so that the young
man’s barmitzvah celebration can be returned to the pri-
vacy and dignity that it deserves.” 

Following the worldwide outcry in reaction to the pro-
posed protests, which prompted Goldstone to decide not
to attend, so as not to detract from this celebration, the
family received offers from the United States and Israel to
hold the barmitzvah event in either of those countries.  

WASHINGTON - President Barack
Obama has told Israel's defence minis-
ter that the United States is committed
to Israel's security.

Obama spoke with Ehud Barak at
the White House, where the defence
minister had arrived on Monday to
meet with US National Security
Adviser James Jones.

Obama also told Barak that he was

determined to bring about a compre-
hensive peace in the Middle East,
Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs told
reporters.

Also on Monday, Jones apologised
for telling an off-colour Jewish joke
last week during a 25th anniversary
celebration for the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy.

The joke told the story of a Jewish

merchant who had tricked a Taliban
terrorist searching for water into buy-
ing a tie.

"I wish that I had not made this off-
the-cuff joke at the top of my
remarks," Jones said.

"It also distracted from the larger
message I carried that day: That the
United States' commitment to Israel's
security is sacrosanct." (JTA)
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ROBYN SASSEN

TWO MONTHS into piloting a
seniors programme at Chabad
House in Johannesburg, New
York-born Rabbi Ari Kievman
(pictured) is here to stay. Chai
Seniors programme is unique in
this country; late last week he
told the Jewish Report it’s bur-
geoning.

“In 2002, I arrived in South
Africa on a ‘shlichut’.” He met
Chabad’s Rabbi Dovid Masinter,
and “I fell in love with South
African Jewry’s one-of-a-kind
hospitality”.

He was invited to study for
smicha in Australia. “It was an
attractive offer: my brother is a

Beth Din dayan there.
But I was determined to
stay”  

He was ordained in
2004, at the Pretoria
Yeshiva, under Rabbis
Levy Wineberg, Yaakov
Warhaftig and Shur
Yoshiv Cohen. 

“During those two
years I forged phenome-
nal relationships with many in
the community and its leader-
ship, including the late Chief
Rabbi Cyril Harris. He told me
that South Africa needed more
young leaders and that this was
my destiny. He was such a friend
despite our age and knowledge
gap, but that’s what was so spe-

cial about him.
“During our rabbini-

cal studies in Pretoria,
we visited JAFFA
(Jewish Accommodation
For Fellow Aged), which
moved me to acknowl-
edge how much the resi-
dents contributed to
society. They cannot just
be abandoned, now that

they are old.”  
Kievman returned briefly to

New York after being ordained,
where he worked as the city’s
seniors rabbi and chaplain at
various hospitals. Invited back
by Rabbi Masinter to pilot the
programme, he’s enthusiastic:
“Chai Seniors is for the young at
heart,” he says, reluctant to put
a figure on what he feels is ‘sen-
ior’. “Many have little to do.
Attendance in our sessions -
daily for men and twice a week
(Tuesdays and Thursdays) for
women - fills that void.

“I’m not trying to infringe on
what is being done already. I
know the Chevrah Kadisha is
proactive in addressing the eld-
erly, as are initiatives like the
Zionist Luncheon Club and
Second Innings, but this is dif-
ferent.”

He cites Chai Seniors’ recent
successful events - the Purim
Megillah reading and the
Matzah-baking session - to sub-
stantiate this. “In Iyar, we start-
ed a Rosh Chodesh club. It was
attended by 50 seniors; and
marked by a lecture by Rabbi
Yossy Goldman.” This sets the
tone for future Rosh Chodesh
celebrations with Chai Seniors.  

Young people emigrate to
start new lives, leaving elderly
parents all but forgotten 

in retirement homes. “The
Lubavitcher Rebbe considers
this omission in our society 
reprehensible,” he adds.
Chabad.org cites the Rebbe:
“Society turns its back on the
tremendous stock of hard-
earned experience and wisdom
older people possess. Instead of
using this valuable asset to the
full, the youth callously cast it
aside.

“There should be no such
thing as compulsory retirement.
People compelled to relinquish
their jobs, should be able to
redirect their lives productive-
ly.” The Rebbe proposed that
special Torah study classes be
established in every communi-
ty, for men and for women. 

“The programme in South
Africa offers a small added
financial incentive for atten-
dees,” Kievman adds. “Our bus
fetches those who haven’t trans-
port; we’re also happy to come
to those unable to travel. We’ve
established a following in
Jewish retirement facilities as
well as non-Jewish ones, like
Randjeslaagte.

“It is not like back to school.
It’s like they’re ‘cramming for
finals’,” Kievman comments on
the thirst for Jewish knowledge
many in their latter years expe-
rience. “It is a great privilege for
me to enable them to reconnect
with their roots.”

Kievman adds that Chai
Seniors began experimentally;
its success indicates it’ll contin-
ue “until Mashiach comes!” 

• Chai Seniors is at Chabad
House, 27 Aintree Avenue, Savoy.
Contact Rabbi Ari Kievman: (011)
440-6600 or email RAK@chabad.
org.za

Rabbi Ari

Kievman. 

Members of Chai Seniors riveted to the contents of Rabbi Yossy

Goldman’s talk at the organisation’s first Rosh Chodesh Club

meeting. PHOTO SUPPLIED.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH
BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

CAN JEWS express their
Zionism in South Africa in 2010?
This was the question put to pan-
elists at a gathering held under
the auspices of the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape
Council) “In Touch with the
Community” forum. 

Johnny Copelyn, CEO of
Hosken Consolidated Invest-
ments, a former ANC MP with a
background in the trade union
movement, said he had been a
Zionist since he was a teenager. 

“I saw no significant conflict
between being a prominent
leader in Cosatu and being a
Zionist, but we’ve moved very
far downhill since then,” he
said, referring to “a ferocious
campaign to delegitimise
Israel” on the part of the trade
union movement.  

Why this change? “We’ve gone
wrong in our own movement -
we have not recognised quickly
enough the importance of
Palestinian nationalism gener-
ated by the advent of the Zionist
state,” he maintained. 

Urging a “practical, man-
made solution” to the problems
of the Middle East, he said while
it was easy to be very critical of
Israel’s policies in the West
Bank, it was “extremely diffi-
cult to have this conversation in
the general sense in the outside

community. The difficulty is of
our own making - it’s taken us
too long to recognise the need
for a political settlement,” he
stated. 

Aubrey Katzef, an attorney
who is active in Jewish affairs,
bemoaned the fact that not one
person from the “right” had
been elected to the Western
Province Zionist Council. He
added that a letter in the South
African Jewish Report support-
ing a boycott of Israeli academ-
ics, had not drawn any
response. 

“Diversity in this town means
engaging with the ‘far left’,” he
stated. “This community needs
to adopt the party system,” he
urged, maintaining that ‘hun-
dreds (more) would get involved
if there was a proper structure
catering for them”.

Treasurer of the South
African Zionist Federation’s
(SAZF) Cape council Errol
Anstey said that facts on the
ground were what counted
today, not “what was. We can no
longer defend the indefensible,”
he said, referring to the
Occupation. 

Anstey noted that the commu-
nity was becoming more diverse
and suggested that the concept
of supporting the Israeli gov-
ernment of the day was no
longer valid. The establishment
of Ameinu had given those 
in the centre a voice without
being vilified, “particularly in

Johannesburg”, though hate
mail continued to arrive on a
weekly basis, he said. 

“If I can’t voice my opinion,
then we have a huge problem in
this community.” The Board
should engage with, for example,
Open Shuhada Street “instead of
worrying about Cosatu.

“We need more diverse voices
around the table, not just those
who think Israel is better than
their own grandchild,” he said.
The South African Jewish
world was now more heteroge-
neous, he added, saying that
“joint statements between the
Board and the SAZF are no
longer possible. 

“If we do not speak out, we’ll
push our youth further away -
we must be careful not to label
them because of things we do
not want to hear,” he warned. 

While Rabbi Jonathan
Altman, spiritual leader of
Beth Midrash Morasha, found
the desire to confront issues in
this community “very special”,
he found it “so disturbing” that
some members “seem to dis-

play loyalty to others before
their brothers.” 

He lamented the fact that his
children were not able to wear
their Zahal T-shirts in public,
due to safety concerns.  

Referring to the use of the
term “religious fanatics”, Rabbi
Altman said it concerned him
that there was “no tolerance for
different types - there are also
left-wing fanatics.

“I believe our community
structures need to take a stand -
what will be tolerated and what
not. We can’t just carry on
debating these issues.

“Is there a place for us to tol-
erate the concept of a one-state
solution that’s not a Jewish
state? If there isn’t, a strong
stand has to be taken.” 

Referring to Open Shuhada
Street being prepared to organ-
ise a public stance against the
Occupation, he asked: “Do they
really think there’s not going to
be a reaction? 

“We must understand the con-
sequences of our actions,” he
cautioned.  

Panelists Johnny Copelyn; Errol Anstey; and Aubrey Katzef at the

SAJBD general meeting.

Anstey pleads for
more diverse Jewish
voices to be heard

Chai Seniors for the young at heart

JEWISH MAGAZINE TO HON-

OUR RICHARD GOLDSTONE

NEW YORK - Tikkun magazine
will give its 25th annual ethics
award next year to Richard
Goldstone, author of the UN
report on the Gaza war.

The announcement of the award
came amid the controversy over
Goldstone's attendance at his
grandson's barmitzvah in South
Africa. Goldstone initially said he
would skip the family simcha to
avoid planned protests at the event
by Zionist groups in South Africa,
but late last week an agreement
was reached to allow Goldstone to
attend the barmitzvah without
protest.

Goldstone, a respected jurist in
South Africa, has been persona
non grata in pro-Israel circles
since the publication last year of
his UN-sponsored report on
Israel's 2009 war with Hamas in
Gaza that said both Israel and
Hamas committed war crimes and
possibly crimes against humanity.
Israeli officials denounced the
report as dangerously biased and
inaccurate.

Tikkun's founder and editor,
Rabbi Michael Lerner, told JTA
that the decision to recognise
Goldstone had been made prior to
the barmitzvah brouhaha and that
the timing of the announcement
was the result of his "outrageous"
treatment by his fellow South
African Jews.

Goldstone is doing a service "for
the Jewish people in reinforcing
the notion that our ethical judge-
ments are not tied to blind support
for any government", Lerner said.

He said the award stemmed
from Goldstone's record on human
rights and is a "reflection on his
contribution to the Jewish people
in affirming the independence of
loyalty to the policies of the State
of Israel".

Before the bar mitzvah situation
was resolved, Lerner issued an
invitation last week to Goldstone
to relocate his grandson's barmitz-
vah to Lerner's congregation in
Berkeley, California. (JTA)

REID TO CLINTON: 'REDUCE

TENSION WITH ISRAEL'

Washington - The US Senate
majority leader has called on
Hillary Clinton to "reduce recent
tensions with Israel".

In a letter sent on April 23 to the
US secretary of state, Senator
Harry Reid (Democrat Nevada)
also called on Clinton to work with
the Congress to complete action
on Iran sanctions legislation and
for the United States to support
direct peace talks between Israel
and the Palestinians.

"I strongly believe that our rela-
tionship with Israel makes the
United States more secure," Reid
wrote. 

"We co-operate on critical intel-
ligence matters, work together on
weapons systems, and rely on
Israel as our ally in a volatile part
of the world."

Reid also expressed concern
about the threat Iran's nuclear
weapons programme poses, say-
ing: "I think congressional action
can further our mutual goal to
halt Iran's nuclear weapons activi-
ties.

"We are at a decisive moment
both with Iran and the Israeli-
Palestinian peace negotiations; it
is at such moments that US leader-
ship is crucial to ensure the secu-
rity of Israel," the letter said.
(JTA)

AROUND 
THE WORLD
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ROBYN SASSEN

LAG B’OMER, the commemoration of
the 33rd day of the Omer - counted since
the second night of Pesach - is a happy
event. It is considered a minor holiday,
one in which the mourning traditions
practised in most communities, during
much of the rest of the seven week peri-
od between Pesach and Shavuot, are lift-
ed for the day. Falling on 18 Iyar, which
coincides this year with May 2, the festi-
val is traditionally celebrated with a bon-
fire. 

The significance of the holiday has
been debated by rabbinical sources:
some understand it as being a day on
which a plague afflicting the students of
Rabbi Akiva, to which over 24 000 suc-
cumbed, abated on the 33rd day of the
Omer in approximately 132 CE. 

Others suggest that Lag B’Omer is con-
nected to Rabbi Akiva’s support of
Simon Bar Kochba, a Jewish rebel
leader, against Rome, indicating either a
victory on the part of the Jews or an
abating in brutality on the part of the
Romans. This military connection sup-
ports the tradition of bows and arrows
forming part of the Lag B’Omer celebra-
tory tools. 

The bonfires are understood to repre-
sent the light of the Torah. Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai, author of the important
Kabbalistic text, the Zohar, died on this
day about 18 centuries ago. His yartzheit
is a day for celebration: it is understood
that he revealed the secrets of the Torah
to his students before he died.

This year, some of the Lag B’Omer
events hosted in the community include: 

On Motzei Shabbat, May 1:

• Great Park Shul, Glenhove Road hosts
“One Team One Goal One Match” a
cross-communal party featuring sup-
per, bonfires and entertainment, bring-
ing together the communities of
Waverley Shul, Great Park, Yeshiva,
Hyde Park, Pretoria, Oxford, Chabad,
Orange Grove, Sandton, Aish HaTorah,
Cyrildene, Northfield and many more,
from 19:45. Call Sandy (011) 728-8152.

• Greenside Shul, in conjunction with
Bnei Akiva, in Greenside Shul’s
grounds, hosts a big bonfire and braai,
with jumping castles and a fire engine,
from 19:30, (011) 788-5036.

On Sunday, May 2:

• A parade and fair hosted by Chabad
House in Johannesburg between
Cheltondale Park and Torah Academy,
beginning at 10:00. Call (011) 440-6600.

• Sydenham Shul is hosting a bonfire,
cash bar, braai and music evening from
20:00 in the community centre; cover
charge: R70 per person.  (011) 640-5021.

• Pretoria Hebrew Congregation in the
shul’s grounds, featuring gum boot
dancing, bonfires and entertainment,
from 17:30, (012) 460-7991. 

• For the first time ever, Chabad Sea
Point brings together all the shuls and
Jewish schools in the Cape Town com-
munity for “the Greatest Unity Jewish
Parade that Cape Town has ever seen”,
featuring a beachfront parade and car-
nival. The event will be attended by spe-
cial guests, Premier Helen Zille and
Deputy Mayor Ian Neilson. The parade
begins at 13:00, corner Arthurs Road;
the carnival at the Sea Point High
School in Norfolk Road begins at 14:00,
(021) 434-3740. 

Bonfires,
bows and
arrows
mark Lag
B’Omer

A bonfire for Lag B’Omer. 
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY

WWW.PICASAWEB.GOOGLE.COM)

MUSEUM LAUNCHES FUND TO HONOUR SLAIN GUARD

NEW YORK - The US Holocaust Memorial Museum has
established an endowment fund in memory of a security
guard slain there.

Stephen Tyrone Johns was gunned down last June 10 by
an 88-year-old white supremacist, James Wenneker von
Brunn of Maryland, during an attempted raid on the muse-
um. Johns died from his injuries shortly after the attack.

To pay tribute to the officer, the museum has established
the Stephen Tyrone Johns Summer Youth Leadership
Program Endowment Fund. Under the programme, 50
Washington-area teens will participate in a summer pro-
gramme to learn about the lessons of the Holocaust.

A fund established to assist the Johns family was closed
last October.

Von Brunn was shot and critically wounded in the
exchange of gunfire at the museum. He died on January 6
while awaiting trial in the case. (JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
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SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

WIZO Chairman Zee Bergman with

Marlene Miller.

Nava Gonen talks to Doreen Ben Saul.

Edna Freinkel; Elaine Fienberg and Lilie

Singer.

Shirley Kalmek and Mushie Kirsh.

Yael Jhirad, Zee Bergman and Yvonne Jawitz, with the flags of South africa, India and WIZO.

Right: Zelda

Schneider;

Jo Living-

stone and

Ariella

Milner.

Sandra

Mindel;

Janine

Rabbie

and Lottie

Nathan.

Sheila Bogatie; Maisie Rayman and Fay Lazarus with a friend

looking over their shoulders.

RITA LEWIS

INDIA WAS her motherland and Israel
her fatherland, said Yael Jhirad the guest
speaker at WIZO South Africa’s Biennial
Fundraising Campaign 2010-2011. 

Jhirad who is president of WIZO India,
said she would be giving the gathering at
the Sandton Shul Hall a brief history of
the Jews of India and the role of WIZO
there. 

Before talking about India, she con-
gratulated Israel on reaching its 62nd
birthday saying what an honour it was to
be in South Africa to talk about her coun-
try.

India had many religions, she said:
Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists originated
there, while the Islamists, Zoastras, Jews
and Bahais had come from around the
world.

Despite their very disparate beliefs,
they all live together in harmony and
peace.

She said presently some 5 000 Jews
lived in Mumbai, where 10 synagogues
hold daily minyanim and services as well
as in Calcutta, Cochin, Purnea, Delhi and
the Konkan Coast. 

The Jews had arrived in India at differ-
ent times - some seeking their fortunes -
including the renowned David Sassoon,
the Rothschild of the East, but many oth-
ers had come to escape the persecution
they faced in Europe, Spain and Portugal. 

According to legend, the Bene Israel
(Children of Israel) arrived around 175
CE as a result of being shipwrecked.

Today at the village of Navgaon, there
is still a monument called, Shaar
Yerushalayim, (the Gates of Jerusalem),

which they erected then. 
The ancestors of another ancient com-

munity in Kerala in South Western India
are believed to have lived with King
Solomon. Evidence of Jewish settlements
has been found that scholars believe
dates back to 1 000 CE.

Most of the community of Bene
Menashe, a more recent arrival, took on
Christianity. In 1951 their leader had a
vision of his link with his religion and
Israel and 1 300 of them then went with
him to Israel.

She also spoke of the other smaller
communities, and said a total of 30 000
Jews had left for Israel “where they have
integrated well and have been financially
successful”.

Describing their customs, she related
how despite keeping kashrut and other
laws, Indian Jews wore saris and dressed
according to Indian tradition for their
weddings.

She said WIZO had been inaugurated
in India in 2007 but had not taken off well. 

“We raise money for the many poor of
our communities and to help children
study Judaism. The need for food and
healthcare is enormous but the demand
is just too great”. 

Much emphasis was on women’s rights
and encouragement given for them to
reach their potential, she pointed out.
“But this is a man’s world...”. 

Zee Bergman, chairman of WIZO
Johannesburg and Yvonne Jawitz, presi-
dent of WIZO South Africa, asked those
present to be generous with their dona-
tions and pledges as there was a desper-
ate need for money for the myriad WIZO
projects in Israel.

They wear saris but
are proudly Jewish

The WIZO women with guest speaker Yael Jhirad,

president of WIZO India in front.

Yael Jhirad; Ros Sifris

and Hannah Sachs.

Yael Jhirad listens as Andrea Wainer, National

Aviv Representative of WIZO SA speaks.
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COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

UGIE (PRONOUNCED: 
YOU-GEE) IN THE EASTERN
CAPE

Rebecca Michelson, (88) now in
Israel, continues with some memo-
ries of Ugie: 

“My husband called me a mis-
pocha-ologist, because I remember
and keep track of all my family
members. 

“I was born to Samuel and Taube
Aufrichtig in Rohantyn, in Galicia.
Today it is in the Ukraine. I was the
ninth of 10 children and we all
ended up in South Africa. 

“I was four years old when I came
here. My father went to Dordrecht
in the Eastern Cape and later to
Ugie where he became a general
dealer, ‘en algemene handelaar’. He
later also farmed.

“My mother tried her best to run
a kosher home for her family. Of
course there were no kosher shops
anywhere near. For instance, she
would buy the forequarters of beef
from an ordinary butcher, then she
would generously salt it and in this
way make it eatable. 

“For Pesach we would order
Mossmarks matzo from Cape Town
as well in advance as possible. Our
home was not strictly kosher as
there were no cold storage trucks
in those days, but we did our best. 

“For Purim our mother would
read the Megillah to us in Yiddish.
A reverend would come around
every few weeks.

“Some of the Jews that I remem-
ber from Ugie are the Hopensteins
(who left after a short while); the
Jatwes and the Sudar families. All
were related. There was the
Central Hotel which a Mr Dubach
owned, but I did not know him.  

“I attended Ugie School which
only went up to standard 8. It was
dual medium and I became fluent
in English and Afrikaans, although
we spoke Yiddish at home. From
there I went on to Queenstown
Girls High where I was a boarder.
My two younger brothers went to
Queens College for Boys. 

“After I matriculated I came up
to Johannesburg and stayed at the
kosher boarding house run by the
Sudar family, also originally from
Ugie. The boarding house was at
the corner of Wolmarans and
Nugget Streets, near Joubert Park.

“At the boarding house, there
stayed a horrible woman who
fought with everyone and after she

had a terrible row with a neigh-
bour over something to do with a
chicken, I left.” 

To be continued.

JOHANNESBURG

From Gina Bergman:

“My grandparents on my mother’s
side were both born in Jerusalem
and arrived in Johannesburg in
1905. The came here because they
both suffered from asthma and the
doctors had said that the high alti-
tude in Johannesburg would be
good for them.

“My mother was born in Rockey
Street, Doornfontein, opposite
Teeger’s Pharmacy (the only phar-
macy and the only establishment
that, at that time had a telephone). 

“My bobba’s house was the first
to have electricity in the area and
people used to come to see this mir-
acle. In this same house she ran a
small grocery store and from this,
they made a living.

“My father was born in
Jerusalem in 1907 but he was
orphaned in 1914 during a typhoid
epidemic and he was sent to an
orphanage. At the age of 12 he ran
away to work as there was so little
food in the orphanage. 

“He worked on a boat to Mexico
so that he could enter America ille-
gally from there. A whole group of
Palestinians were caught with him
as they tried to cross the border
and were shipped back to Pale-
stine.

“He then came out to Cape Town
where he became apprenticed to an
upholsterer. When he qualified he
came to Johannesburg to work.
Here he helped set up a ‘Pale-
stinian Society’ and they met regu-
larly. (I am sure that none are alive
today.)

“My parents met and married
and went to live in Bertrams and
when a child was born, they decid-
ed to build a house. This was in
Greenside, which was considered
‘in the country’ in those days, so
that when family came to visit,
they came for the day.

“I can still remember the lovely
shops in Doornfontein that my
mother took us to on a Sunday
morning. There was the American
Ice-cream Factory for a treat,
Bailey’s - the Levins were my first
cousins - then to Crystals for their
bagels etc and then to Waggen-
heimers for cold meats. The hair-
dresser, Mrs Meltz, used to cut our
hair on the same day.

“When I was 17 I volunteered for
the Israeli army and when I
returned to South Africa after 
15 months I found everything so
different. In Israel I had grown up

in a totally different way...
• “My mother spent 50 years doing

voluntary work raising money for
Magen Dovid Adom due to her great
love for Israel and the people.”

ISRAEL

In 2003 16-year-old Assaf Zur was
killed when his school bus explod-
ed, attacked by a suicide bomber.
His father, Yossi, buried him in
Haifa alongside a tombstone shaped
like a surfboard and appealed
through the Internet for people to
send stones from wherever they
lived. 

His son’s dream had been to trav-
el the world after he had done his
army service and surf on all the
great beaches and because he could
no longer do this, Yossi wanted to
bring the world to his son. More
than 1 500 stones are buried beside
Assaf from some 75 countries.

Yossi then decided to take his son
to the world and posted Assaf’s pho-
tograph on the Internet, asking peo-
ple to photograph themselves
together with his son’s photo wher-
ever they were. Photos arrived from
90 countries, from the top of Mount
Kilimanjaro to the bottom of the
Red Sea from scuba divers.

CAPE TOWN 

From Rae Sank, South Surrey,
British Columbia, Canada:

“After the death of her husband 
in 1960, my grandmother, Eva
Smolowitz from Tsolo in the Eastern
Cape, lived with us in Cape Town. 

“For the next 20 years she tire-
lessly helped my mother in every
way that you can imagine. I remem-
ber her as a wonderful, loving, car-
ing, hardworking, doting grand-
mother whom we called ‘Bo’. 

“Her bulkes, babke, bagels,
taiglich, cakes, biscuits, brisket, and
roast chicken - everything was out-
standing. She played bridge each
week but mainly devoted herself to
us, her family.

She visited her son and family in
Israel whenever she could. My
amazing, unforgettable bobba, died
too young in 1983 and is buried in
the Old Cemetery in Pinelands,
Cape Town. When she passed away
she left two children, eight grand-
children and a great-grandchild and
many more descendents since then. 

“We will always remember her
with deep love, appreciation and
admiration for what she achieved
and, of course, the gift of life she
gave us all through her courage,
intelligence, strength of character
and foresight. But she never spoke
of her early years in Russia or
Oranjia.”
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS  

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

WE ARE sure the entire Jewish commu-
nity will join us in wishing the grandson
of Mr Justice Richard Goldstone a mean-
ingful and dignified barmitzvah, as this
crucial rite of passage is meant to be. 

Fortunately sanity and decency have
prevailed and his family - including his
grandfather - and friends will have the
opportunity to be with him in Sandton
Shul in the closeness and intimacy that
the occasion warrants, with no distur-
bances or political protests, which have
all been cancelled. May his family derive
the greatest joy and pride from him and
may he go on to grow and live as a com-
mitted and principled Jewish man.

Some of our key religious and lay lead-
ers, who realised the gravity of the situa-
tion and the disastrous effect it had on
this community’s standing, have acted
frantically over the past week, cancelling
the protests at the barmitzvah, re-empha-
sising the moral principles according to
which Judaism should operate, and try-
ing to repair the damage to the communi-
ty’s sense of what it stands for. This
includes meeting with Justice Goldstone
himself. 

Sadly, these steps have an air of ‘dam-
age control’ about them, rather than pos-
itive, proactive engagement with the man
and the issues. But at least things are
moving in the right direction.

South African Jewry will move beyond
this distressing saga of the past three
weeks. It is strong and vibrant. A pity
though, that it took worldwide coverage
and condemnation of the threats of
protest outside the shul - and the “deal”
made with the family that Goldstone
wouldn’t attend - to bring home the mis-
take that had been made. 

It is fortunate the story broke before the
barmitzvah, thus allowing an about-turn.
If the event had gone ahead, accompanied
by protests, and Justice Goldstone had
not been present at it, the fallout from the
fait accompli - which would almost cer-
tainly have been publicly revealed and
received blanket coverage in the world
media including the New York Times,
CNN, the SA Media, the  Jewish media,
and so on - would have been far worse and
nothing could have been done to min-
imise the damage.

The necessary soul searching about
how this could happen in our community
has begun, with people across the spec-
trum discussing it, both in public and at
family dinner tables and social occasions. 

The op-ed pieces by David Saks and
Dennis Davis on these pages of the Jewish
Report and the letters from readers, are a
small cross-section, following on from
those in last week’s issue from Rabbi
Yossy Goldman and Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein, among others. 

Some are very measured, others more
extreme. Letters continue flooding in to
the Jewish Report. All should be listened
to, even if not necessarily agreed with. It
would be unwise to make the mistake of
once again “excluding” in knee-jerk fash-
ion people with whom we disagree. 

Firm and principled leadership is
required to restore the faith in our leader-
ship itself which has been damaged by
the saga. One of its tasks will be to ensure
that the definition of our “community” is
made broad enough for all Jews to feel
part of, regardless of their political or
religious views, something which has
been seriously eroded in recent years. 

To fail in restoring and fostering this
Jewish “inclusiveness” would be to repeat
the mistake that led to the Goldstone saga.

The dangers 
in excluding

people

WITH THE Soccer World Cup kick-off
day coming ever closer, increasing rum-
bles of concern are being heard over the
national football team’s perennial goal
drought. Bafana Bafana - the jaunty, dis-
tinctively South African name is the best
thing about it - has become a team con-
sistently incapable of living up to the
already low expectations of it. As things
stand, even a miser’s teabag stands to
remain longer in the Cup. 

South African Jewry may actually
have something to teach this bunch of
over-paid, under-achieving clowns. As
the lamentable Goldstone barmitzvah
affair has shown, we have displayed a
definite talent when it comes to getting
the ball into the back of the net.
Unfortunately, in this case it ended up
squarely in our own goal.  

So far as the Goldstone barmitzvah
issue goes, the outcome agreed upon was
definitely for the best. No protests will
be held against Goldstone at his grand-
son’s barmitzvah after all, enabling him
to attend the ceremony without fearing
that his presence would cause embar-
rassment to the family. Instead, a delega-
tion headed by the SAZF will meet with
him afterwards and express the commu-
nity’s outrage over what he has done in
that forum.

There can be little doubt that most of
our community have welcomed the com-
promise. Considerable as the anger
against Goldstone remains, there was a
great deal of uneasiness over whether a
family simcha was the correct occasion
through which to express it. 

From a public relations point of view,
the whole saga has been highly counter-
productive, and how the “other side”
must have been chortling as it unfolded!
My favourite cartoonist, Zapiro, could
hardly fail to exploit so juicy an opportu-
nity, and indeed he seized on it to
indulge in his favourite them of inno-
cent Jewish youth being prevented from
hearing the truth of Suffering Palestine
by a verkrampte Jewish leadership.

Writing on his blog, Zachie Achmat was
as shrill and over-the-top as ever, and no
doubt relished the publicity generated by
threats, subsequently dropped, to sue
him. Ultra-leftist activist Virginia Tilley
celebrated how our thuggish communal
leadership over-reached itself in its latest
attempt to police (!) the views of the com-
munity it represents. 

Naturally, the airwaves hummed with
righteous indignation throughout as talk-
show hosts and their listeners vied with
one another in expressing outrage over
the petty and vindictive lengths the Jews
were prepared to go to punish one of
their number who dared to do the decent
thing and speak out. 

In retrospect, the print media was actu-
ally quite restrained. Perhaps it was felt
that the facts were sufficiently damning
to speak for themselves. 

Goldstone’s colossal error in chairing a
kangaroo court whose very raison d’être
was to criminalise Israeli acts of self-
defence, needs to be continually exposed.
What this unfortunately did was make
him look like a put-upon saint, persecut-
ed for daring to speak truth to power. 

Now that instead the community’s
anger with Goldstone will be expressed,
and more effectively one feels, in a pri-
vate meeting, the sting has at least been
removed from the festering sore. Much
damage has been done, but things could
have been worse and at least now a
process of damage control and healing is
possible.  

With all concerned still licking their
wounds and trying to come to terms with
just what the hell actually happened, this
is a good time to refocus and do a little

necessary introspection.
With the pressure against us as

Zionists in the Diaspora, we need to be
careful to keep our heads and not be rat-
tled into making damaging mistakes.
Barmitzvahgate, as someone has sug-
gested it be dubbed, has been a biggie in
that regard. 

Its repercussions have been felt inter-
nationally, with front-page coverage in
the New York Times and a US
Congressman weighing in, among oth-
ers. Internationally Jewry, and Israel,
are not happy at the way Goldstone, and
therefore the Report that now bears his
name, back into the news and generat-
ing renewed waves of sympathy for him
in the process.  

Israel is being relentlessly maligned.
The end-game is to generate so much
righteous anger against it that it will be
progressively cold-shouldered by the
nations of the world until its very exis-
tence becomes untenable. 

Only through appealing to the forces
of reason and fairness among those as
yet uncommitted, will it be possible to
keep the lynch mob at bay. Even the
appearance of our being unreasonable
will therefore come back to bite us. 

Attacking Jews who have turned
against Israel, can often end up being
hopelessly counter-productive, generat-
ing only outrage and contempt while at
the same time boosting rather than
diminishing the status of those target-
ed. 

To revert to a sporting cliché, one
must focus on the ball, not the man,
which in this context means dealing
with the arguments themselves, not the
personalities of those who put them for-
ward. 

The Goldstone Report has been
addressed and found wanting by a host
of credible legal experts and human
rights activists. Only by consistently
highlighting the flaws of the Report
rather than being seen to personally
target the one whose name is associated
with it can its baleful effects ever be
effectively neutralised. 

Passion is all very well, but if misdi-
rected, it can end up being worse than
having no passion at all. Unless we
learn that lesson, there will be further
barmitzvahgate-type own-goals to
endure in the future.

US soldiers remembering how they liberated the concentration camps

Liberators gather, perhaps for the last time, to recall the camps. Gen David Petraeus greets Norman Smith of Albion, Nebraska

at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum, April 14. (Melissa Apter)  (JTA PHOTO)

BARBARIC
YAWP
David Saks

Common sense and
decency prevailed
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I HAVE mentioned previously in this col-
umn the significance of the rasha, the evil
son who we read about at the seder. The
conventional interpretation turns on this
son placing himself beyond the communi-
ty. But why then is he at the seder, if he
wants nothing to do with the community?
The answer may well be that his “evil” is
not that he has excluded himself from the
community but that he shows contempt
for all members of the community other
than his own; hence the words “what does
this service mean to you?” In other words,
those who fail to fulfil his world view have
no right to be at his seder.

I mention this again because, for
Jewish community to exist and indeed
flourish, particularly with so small a com-
munity as in this country, it is imperative
that we do not exclude Jews who hold dif-
ferent views to our own or adhere to a dif-
ferent form of Jewish tradition. For
avoidance of any doubt, as I have often
stated in this column, I celebrate the rein-
vigoration of our community in the way
significant numbers have embraced
Judaism, and in particular Orthodoxy. 

I understand fully that many within our
community adopt the attitude that it is
not for us to criticise Israel or its govern-
ment policy.

But, there are other members of our
community whose identity is equally
shaped by their Judaism but are either
reform, conservative, modern orthodox,

egalitarian. Likewise, there are many
within our community who believe with
equal intensity that Israel is central to
Jewish existence but that does not place
the actions of a transient government
beyond any criticism. 

Recently a correspondent to this news-
paper suggested that I invariably adopt a
“left-wing position” holding that only the
“right” seek to be exclusionary but not
the left. My personal views on the contest-
ed nature of our tradition or the vastly
different manifestations of Zionism are
irrelevant to the only foundational point I
seek to make: no one should be excluded
on the basis of adherence to a different
religious position or Zionist perspective -
by all means let’s debate vigorously but
with one rule - let none of us be the rasha. 

Unfortunately in the tendency to
exclude and declassify people as Jews my
personal experience is not unique - many
Jews who live in this country can docu-
ment similar experiences and sentiments.
Mine, for the record is the following: as a
graduate of Herzlia, where I sent my chil-

dren and as someone who feels bereft of a
modern orthodox teacher with whom I
can continue to study Torah to replace
those teachers who have died or made
aliyah, I have to sadly admit that I no
longer feel part of the established Jewish
community such has been a leadership
that by omission or commission seeks to
exclude many like myself for whom being
a Jew is central our being. Why? Simply
because we refuse to conform to an
imposed consensus. 

This set of comments is a precursor to a
reflection upon the debacle around the
Goldstone barmitvah. At root, threats to
protest at the shul which would have
destroyed the very joy of the occasion, were
symptomatic of the need to implement or
defend this kind of exclusion. And let us be
in no doubt - the threat of protests at the
shul, and the conflation of the so called
Goldstone report with which many may
disagree and a grandfather hearing his
grandson doing maftir has brought our
community into massive disrepute. 

Take for example, the letter of Rep Gary
Ackerman, chair of the House of
Representatives on the Middle East, and
himself a major critic of the Goldstone
report, wrote to Avrom Krengel of the
SAZF: ‘Doing so (ie the protest) is an
abysmal moral failure, a disgrace deserving
the fullest condemnation by every friend of
human freedom and those who love the
Jewish people and the State of Israel.’ 

Why did it take so long for those who
hold lay and rabbinical leadership to
grasp this elementary truth so that a
Jewish settlement could be reached?
Surely it is not our way that, because we
disagree profoundly with a person’s
views or in this case public performance,
we so discourage that person from attend-
ing shul? 

And as for the argument that there is a
right to protest, of course there is such a
right but as much as we may say pro-
Palestinian protestors should only
protest outside the Israeli embassy, once
we claim this right for ourselves, it hard-
ly behooves us to then tell others where
and how they should protest, save that it
must be peaceful. Those in leadership
should have understood the implications
of placing a shul into the ambit of politi-
cal protest.

Mercifully, the matter is now resolved
and hopefully Judge Goldstone and his crit-
ics will be able to engage and the latter
protest against his report, if they so wish in
a democratic way without compromising
the sanctity of a barmitvah. But that it has
come to this level of intolerance and lack of
judgement is truly a hillul of our communi-
ty. Those responsible should ask for apology
in public for so damaging the community. If
they do not they should consider resigning
their positions of leadership forthwith;
accountability and responsibility are surely
key tenets of leadership.

Leadership has failed SA Jewish community
THE JURY IS
OUT
Dennis Davis 
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Artspace, Rosebank: An
exhibition of new work by
Richard Smith until May 19,
(011) 880-8802.

Fugard Theatre, District 6:
London Road, with Robyn
Scott, until May 8, (021) 461-
4554.

Goodman Gallery, Rose-
bank: Transcend, an exhibi-
tion of new work by Diane
Victor, until May 22, (011) 788-
1113.

Joburg Theatre, Braamfon-
tein: In the Mandela, The
State St Petersburg Male
Ballet performs until May 2.
In the Fringe, Cathy Specific,
with Brendan van Rhyn until
May 29, (011) 877-6800.  

Linder Auditorium, Park-
town: The Miagi Youth
Orchestra and Big Band con-
cert on May 1 (012) 320-5154.
On May 5 and 6, the JPO
opens its second season for
2010 with Beethoven’s
Leonore Overture, his piano
concerto no 3 and his Eroica
symphony. Conductor: Sasha
Mäkilä; soloist Katya
Apekisheva (piano), (011) 789-
2733.

Market, Newtown: In the
Laager, Patrick Marber’s
Closer until May 2; in the
Barney Simon, Death of a
Colonialist, with Jamie
Bartlett, directed by Craig
Freimond until May 9, (011)
832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, Andre, the
Hilarious Hypnotist, until
May 30; in the Main Theatre,
Boeing Boeing, directed by
Alan Swerdlow until May 2;
in Teatro, Grease, until June
13, (011) 511-1818.

Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: uNik with
Nik Rabinowitz, until May 1;
Amit Yahav (piano) performs
in the Friday lunchtime con-
cert on May 7, (011) 883-8606.

Standard Bank Gallery,
Central Johannesburg:
‘City and Suburban’, paint-
ings by Karin Preller down-
stairs, and ‘Umtshotsho’ by
Standard Bank Young Artist,
Nicholas Hlobo, upstairs,
both until May 8, (011) 631-
1889.

University of Johannes-
burg, Auckland Park:
International choreographer
Redha Beinteifour brings
Redha’s Giselle, danced by
the Tshwane Dance Theatre,
April 29 - May 8, 072-122-9692.

Wits, Braamfontein: In the
Downstairs Theatre, Greg
Homann’s Prejudice and
Pride, until May 1; and in the
Wits Theatre, ID Pending pre-
sented by the Company
Laboratory under the direc-
tion of Warren Nebe until
May 1, (011) 717-1380.

form a bio-tech company to develop a life-saving
drug.

Stonehill is a driven man out to prove himself
and his theories, while Crowley sees a rare
chance to save his children. It is an unlikely
alliance but as they battle the medical and busi-
ness establishments in a fight against the sys-
tem, they gradually develop a mutual respect for
one another.

The acting is uniformly good and though Ford
and Fraser are actors with a limited range they
can be appealing in the right roles and here they
are both ideally cast. Kerri Russell also handles
her role with a lot more gravitas than we usual-
ly see from her.

The most intriguing aspects of Extraordinary
Measures relate to the behind-the-scenes poli-
ticking that goes on to keep the drug develop-
ment on track, although the screenplay is guilty
of cheating towards the end, perhaps because of
time constraints and a concern that too much
detail might well bore its audience. But like The
Blind Side and Precious this is an inspiring and
compelling true story. 

but it’s difficult to come away without some emo-
tional involvement.

The overall feel of Tom Vaughan’s production
is one of a generic, feel-good drama - even though
Harrison Ford’s grumpy character is an over-
bearing bully who stomps around for most of the
screen time as if someone had kicked him in the
wrong place.

Brendan Fraser, putting his action image aside,
portrays John Crowley, a man who has overcome
his working class roots to taste success in corpo-
rate America. Supported by his beautiful wife
Aileen (Kerri Russell) and their three children,
John is on the fast track.

But just as his career is taking off, Crowley
walks away from it all when his two youngest
children, Megan and Patrick, are diagnosed with
a fatal disease. With Aileen by his side, and har-
nessing all of his skill and determination,
Crowley goes in search of the one man who can
help him. 

He is Dr Robert Stonehill, a brilliant, but unap-
preciated and unconventional scientist, who is
unco-operative. Eventually, the men team up to

FELDMAN
ON FILM 
Peter Feldman

PICK OF THE WEEK

Extraordinary Measures

Cast: Harrison Ford, Brendan Fraser, Keri
Russell, Courtney B Vance 
Director: Tom Vaughan

The ethics and power play involved in the phar-
maceutical industry comes under scrutiny
here as the fight to save two children with life-
threatening diseases is given a human face. It
bears echoes of Lorenzo’s Oil but has an appeal
all of its own.

Some have argued that the story which
unfolds would be better suited to the Universal
Channel because of the schmaltz ladled out,

TAPESTRY

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

PAUL BOEKKOOI

IN ALL art forms, it’s especially
contemporary expression which
is essential for its continuous
lifeblood and growth. Somehow
when we talk of ‘Classical’ music
it seems as if this kind of pro-
gression - where one is fascinat-
ed by what is both new and
inventive - is of secondary
importance.

Most art galleries and theatres
thrive on newly-created work.
Even contemporary opera is
dynamic and prospers in most
parts of the world. Ballet is per-
haps for many very Old World
and passé; present-day choreog-
raphy relies on many of the
older techniques, but has made
strides with an expressive physi-
cal range which only 50 years
ago would seem unimaginable.

Now, with the Johannesburg
Philharmonic’s Second Sym-
phony Season of 2010 commenc-
ing next week, the orchestra’s
artistic committee has selected
some of the most conservative
repertory in its 10-year history.
Why do we need to hear
Beethoven five times, Tchai-
kovsky three times and the Saint-
Saëns Second Piano Concerto
again within a mere eight
months? 

It’s great to experience
Beethoven’s Ninth for the first
time with the JPO, but totally
absent is, once again, 2010’s two
most important “birthday boys”,
Chopin and Schumann. There’s
only one early 20th century work
on the programme, namely
Respighi’s Trittico Botticelliano
(1927).

The conductors and soloists
are great. Among the former we
have the 37-year-old Finn, Sasha
Mäkilä, the Iranian-born Alex-
ander Rahbari, and the JPO’s
principal guest conductor,
Bernhard Gueller. The soloists
are Katya Apekisheva and Chun
Wang (piano), Philippe Graffin
(violin) and Grigory Alumyan
(cello). Cellist Gary Hoffman

cancelled his planned visit.
All the concerts are presented

on Wednesdays and Thursdays at
20:00 in the Linder Auditorium,
Parktown, Johannesburg. Three
of the six concerts are repeated
in the State Theatre, Pretoria,
while a third performance of
Beethoven’s Ninth will be heard
in Johannesburg’s City Hall.
Full programme details:
• May 5 and 6 (Linder); May 7

(State Theatre) - Conductor:
Mäkilä. Soloist: Apekisheva.
Overture Leonora no 3; Piano
Concerto no 3; Symphony no 3 -
Eroïca (Beethoven).

• May 12 and 13 May; May 16
(State Theatre) - Conductor:
Rahbari. Soloist: Graffin.
Violin Concerto & Symphony
no 4 (Brahms).

• May 19 and 20 May (Linder) -
Conductor: Rahbari. Soloist:
Alumyan. Preludio sinfonico
(Puccini); Variations on a
Rococo Theme & Symphony no
6 - Pathétique (Tchaikovsky).

• May 26 and 27 May (Linder);
May 30 (State Theatre) -
Conductor: Gueller. Soloists:
Gary Roberts (oboe), Phillip
Coetzee (clarinet), Shannon
Armer (horn) and Penelope
Ives (bassoon). Czech Suite
(Dvorák); Sinfonia Concertante
in E flat major (Mozart); String
Serenade (Tchaikovsky).

• June 2 and 3 June (Linder) -
Conductor: Gueller; Soloist:
Wang. Trittico Botticelliano
(Respighi); Piano Concerto no 2
(Saint-Saëns); Symphony no 5
(Beethoven).

• June 9 and 10 June (Linder);
June 11 (Johannesburg City
Hall) - Conductor: Gueller.
Choir: Gauteng Choristers.
Soloists: Kelebongile Boikanyo
(soprano), Stéfan Louw
(tenor), Otto Maida (bass) and
(contralto) Ntokozo Mhlongo.
Symphony no 8 - Unfinished
(Schubert); Symphony no 9 -
Choral (Beethoven).

• For season tickets, phone
Neville Pritchard: (011) 789-2733.

PAUL BOEKKOOI

THE MIAGI Youth Orchestra and
Youth Big Band concert is an annu-
al highlight mirroring the talent of
our young instrumentalists - all of
them more or less in the age group

of 13 to 24. This event is happen-
ing next Saturday evening, May 1,
at 20:00 in the Linder Auditorium,
Parktown, Johannesburg.

As part of the MIAGI tradition,
a new composition as well as a few
challenging, but old favourites

will be heard. This year’s specially
commissioned work is South
African composer Steve Dyer’s
Rebirth, described as “an African
concerto for soprano saxophone
and full orchestra, including
marimba, an added saxophone

section and African percussion”.
Dyer himself will be the soloist.

Other works on the programme
are Alexander Mosolov’s Zavod
(Machine music), Intermezzo
from Notre Dame by Franz
Schmidt and the Firebird Suite by
Stravinski. The conductor will be
the 37-year old Sacha Mäkilä from
Finland. 

Annual highlight of young talent

Why the same fare
over and over?

A trio of conductors for the second JPO season: Sasha Mäkilä. 
PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY WWW.COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.COM

Alexander Rahbari. (PHOTOGRAPH

COURTESY WWW.CD-CC.SI)

Bernhard Gueller. 
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY WWW.COL-

BERTARTISTS.COM)


