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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The ethical symbolism of milah

WHILE THE instruction to
Abraham to circumcise himself
and all the males in his household
provides a model for the institu-
tion of berit milah, “covenant of
circumcision”, the command to
circumcise a baby boy on the
eighth day of his life, is found in
the first portion of this Shabbat’s
double parshah:

“The Eternal spoke to Moses,
saying: Speak to the Israelite peo-
ple thus: ‘When a woman at child-
birth bears a male, she shall be
unclean seven days; she shall be
unclean as at the time of her men-
strual infirmity. On the eighth day
the flesh of his foreskin shall be
circumcised’.” (Leviticus 12:1-3)

Although scholars are not quite
certain as to the symbolism of cir-
cumcision, the Torah calls it an ot
berit, “a sign of the covenant”
(Genesis 17:11). Thus the removal
of a child’s foreskin is a symbol of
the covenant concluded between
G-d and the People of Israel at
Mount Sinai.

Circumcision is a sign in the
flesh of a male Jew, reminding
him of his unique relationship
with the Divine. Since G-d is the
Source of Creation, the removal of
the foreskin is a fitting sign of the
covenant. Indeed, the Talmud
(Shabbat 108a) points out that the
word “orlah” “uncircumcised’) is
used in the Torah to refer to fruit
that is forbidden to be consumed
(Leviticus 19:23), as well as the
foreskin (Genesis 17:14).

PARSHAT
TAZRIA/
METZORA

| Rabbi Malcolm

i Matitiani
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To quote the Talmud: “Just as
there (Leviticus 19:23) something
that produces fruit [is meant], so
here (Genesis 17:14) too something
[the limb] that produces fruit [is
meant].”

Thus the removal of the foreskin
can be understood as a symbol of
G-d’s control over our sexual activ-
ity and our procreation by means
of halachah (based on Leviticus 18)
which governs our sexual rela-
tions, placing limitations on how
and with whom we have sex.

A Jew is circumcised to symbol-
ise that he subscribes to the life-
affirming limitations of the Torah
and Jewish tradition, limitations
that protect the sanctity of life and
the honour of the individual.

Another possible explanation for
berit milah focuses on the fact that
the rite is performed on the eighth
day. The number seven is consid-
ered a complete and perfect num-
ber in Judaism and therefore sym-
bolises Divine Perfection.

G-d created the universe in six
days and rested on the seventh,
sanctifying it as a Shabbat of rest

for all time. Having attained perfec-
tion of nature, the Creative Energy
of the world rested on the seventh
day.

Shabbat is considered by the
sages as a foretaste of the Messianic
era, a period which they referred to
as yom she-kulo Shabbat, “A day
that is all Shabbat”.

The Messianic era - a time of sym-
biosis and harmony between all the
elements of creation - will be
brought about by the efforts of
humanity to create a better world
and a less fragmented society.

Perhaps this human contribution
to the perfection of G-d’s creation, is
symbolised by the eighth day of the
baby boy’s life - seven (symbolising
Divine perfection) plus one (symbol-
ising human involvement in repair-
ing the world).

A Jewish male is circumcised on
the eighth day of his life because the
removal of the foreskin represents
the perfection of the male human
form, and by extension the perfec-
tion of the world. On the eighth day
of his life the male child is entered
into the covenant with its ethical
and moral precepts and life-affirm-
ing values.

The eighth day reminds us of our
obligation to complete creation - a
task so important that the perform-
ance of berit milah takes prece-
dence over Shabbat and even Yom
Kippur.

While many cultures practise cir-
cumcision as a rite of passage, the
Jewish rite of circumcision has eth-
ical overtones. Being a sign of the
berit, it shares the same meaning as
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Shabbat and tefillin, both of which
are also symbols of the covenant
between G-d and the Jewish
People (Exodus 31:16 - 17 and in
Exodus 13:9, 16, Deuteronomy 6:8,
11:18).

While circumcision is limited to
male Jews, Shabbat, and by exten-
sion the festivals, is a sign of the
covenant which is accessible to all
Jews, male and female. Shabbat
reminds us, not only of G-d’s role
as the Source of all Creation and
Life, but also of our ethical respon-
sibilities to our fellow living crea-
tures (Deuteronomy 5:12 - 15).

We are commanded to observe
Shabbat because our ancestors
were once slaves in Egypt. Now
that we are free, we are obligated
to remember the plight of those
who are enslaved both literally
and figuratively and we are
instructed to ensure equality and
the dignity of all life.

Thus while only men bear the
physical sign of the covenant,
women are equally obligated to
fulfil the ethical and ritual pre-
cepts of the Jews’ unique relation-
ship with G-d, thereby contribut-
ing to tikkun olam.

Muizenberg memories - a nostalglc trip

EDITED BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER
FROM A REPORT BY DAVID
LAZARUS

PHOTOGRAPH BY JUNE HAYMAN

FORMER MUIZENBERG fruit ven-
dor, fondly known as “Leibke”
(holding microphone), regaled the
audience with several Yiddish
expressions at a Muizenberg
reunion attended by over 250 enthu-
siastic lovers of the seaside town.
The gathering was inspired by
the “Memories of Muizenberg”
exhibition currently on at the
South African Jewish Museum.
“Leibke” - real name Sidney

Daniels - whose mother was a
domestic worker in a Jewish
household, “spoke Yiddish before
he even learned English or
Afrikaans”. He was a special
guest at the event along with cen-
tenarian Rosalie Wolpe, whose
mother ran a tearoom next to the
Empire Cinema in the days when
a cup of coffee cost four pence.
Muizenberg School songs,
guests relating humorous stories
from their school days and two
specially composed songs about
Muizenberg, plus a medley of
songs from yesteryear, were the
highlights of the event, contribut-

ing to the atmosphere of nostalgia
and reminiscence.

Others in the photograph
include (on “Leibke’s” left):
Ronnie Derman (gesticulating)
and (standing, to “Leibke’s” right)

Dr Basil and Sheila Sacks (in sun-
glasses).

» The Memories of Muizenberg
exhibition is at the SA Jewish
Museum running until June 11
(021) 465-1546
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Road to dignity shown by
some of SA's philanthropists

ROB BAIRD

SOME 350 philanthropists of the
South Africa’s Jewish community,
gathered at the house of David
Hall in Gauteng on Wednesday,
March 24, to help raise much need-
ed funds for Young Adults
Learning and Earning (YALE).
Nearly R450 000 was raised.

The organisation is the brain-
child of Val Blumenthal, who
began the foundation 21 years ago
when her daughter, like many oth-
ers with disabilities in learning
and motor co-ordination, fell into
a realm often overlooked, as she

did not require institutionalisa-
tion, nor was she able to cope in
society at large.

Today, YALE employs and hous-
es 24 fulltime adults who, through
a chain gang process of “supply
chain management”, assist with
posting invoices for fashion outlet,
Rage, as well as packaging kitchen
cloths for Premium, through to
complex packaging of Something
Special’s jewellery collection for
Edgars.

“Each individual works accord-
ing to his or her skill set, and the
aspiration to move up the chain
instils a sense of pride in all of

them,” commented auctioneer of
the evening, Ariella Kuper of
Auction Alliance.

Those gathered enjoyed exqui-
site cuisine and a play by Natalie
Knight, produced by Helen
Heldenmuth. The finale was an
auction that managed to raise
R441 000. Included in the auction,
was a Fifa poster signed by
William Kentridge that fetched a

Val
Blumenthal
(YALE chair-
man) and
Ericand
Sheila
Samson.

stellar R56 000. Honourable men-
tion was made to Eric Samson
and Eric Ellerine, whose tireless
dedication to charity was attrib-
uted as the main reason that
YALE has survived through the
years with no government subsi-
dies.

« To contact YALE for their serv-
ice offerings, call (011) 640-
1530/5005.
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Goldstone ‘barred’ from
grandson’s barmitzvah

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

THE AFTER-SHOCKS of the Goldstone
Commission into the Gaza conflict continue,
this time reaching into the heart of a family
simcha. Mr Justice Richard Goldstone is
effectively being barred from attending his
grandson’s barmitzvah, due to be held in
Johannesburg early next month.

Following negotiations between the South
African Zionist Federation (SAZF) and the
Beth Hamedrash Hagadol in Sandton, where
the event is due to take place, an agreement
has been reached with the family. As a
result, Justice Goldstone will not be attend-
ing the synagogue service.

Some of the role-players were tight-lipped
Avrom Krengel, chairman of the SAZF, said:
“We understand there’s a barmitzvah boy
involved - we’re very sensitive to the issues;
at this stage there’s nothing further to say.”

While Krengel said the SAZF had “inter-
acted” on the matter with the chief rabbi, the
Beth Din and others, his organisation was
“coming across most forcefully because we
represent Israel”.

Rosh Beth Din Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag con-
firmed that the Beth Din had not been offi-
cially involved - though there had been “pri-
vate talks” - and had not been asked by the
synagogue to give a ruling on the matter.
“But I know that there was a very strong
feeling in the shul, a lot of anger (around the
issue of Justice Goldstone attending).

“I heard also that the SAZF wanted to
organise a protest outside the shul - (there
were) all kinds of plans. But I think reason
prevailed.”

Signalling his agreement with the turn of
events, Rabbi Kurtstag said he believed
Justice Goldstone had done “a tremendous

disservice not only to Israel but to the Jewish
world. His name is used by hostile elements in
the world against Israel and this can increase
anti-Semitic waves.

“I understand that he is a judge, but he
should have had the sense to understand that
whatever he said wouldn’t be good and he
should have just recused himself. People have
got feelings about it, they believe he put Israel
in danger and they wouldn’t like him to be
getting honour (in synagogue).

“I think (the agreement) was quite a sensi-
ble thing to avert all this unpleasantness.”

Reached in Washington where he is cur-
rently based, Justice Goldstone was reluctant
to comment save to say: “In the interests of
my grandson, I've decided not to attend the
ceremony at the synagogue.”

Mr Justice Dennis Davis said that while he
respected Justice Goldstone’s decision, he
assumed that pressure had been brought to
bear on the family. “If that assumption is cor-
rect, then it is outrageous because it seeks to
place a ban on somebody participating in his
grandson’s barmitzvah.

“Have we now got to the point that because
we don’t like what somebody says or does, we
place a ‘cherem’ on them? What right do we
have to do that? I would like to add that people
who are gleeful about it must remember what
Pastor Niemoller said: ‘Who will speak up for
them when they are finally excommunicated
for some misdemeanor?’”

Retired president of the Constitutional
Court, Mr Justice Arthur Chaskalson said it
was “disgraceful” to put pressure on a grand-
father not to attend his grandson’s barmitz-
vah. “If it is correct that this has the blessing
of the leadership of the Jewish community in
South Africa, it reflects on them rather than
on Justice Goldstone. They should hang their
heads in shame.”

‘High Notes’ will be different

ROBYN SASSEN

“THIS IS the first major Jewish
event in which I have been involved
on this level,” says multi-award-
winning musical director Bryan
Schimmel of High Notes, the Yom
Ha’atzmaut musical spectacular
produced by Linda Starkowitz and
Gavin Opert for the SA Zionist
Federation.

High Notes showcases local
tenors Oshy Tugendhaft, Adam
Davis, Elan Lea and Mark
Samowitz, as well as two interna-
tional tenors who performed at the
opening and closing ceremonies of the
Maccabi Games last year, namely New York-
based Hananel Edri, who is studying at the
Juilliard Music School; and Liron Lev, who
came third in Israel’s Idols.

They will be supported by a choir of
young tenors, led by Adam Golding. “It will
be like the backing of a boy band,”
Schimmel says. His express aim was to cre-
ate a “non-shul sounding choir”.

The vocals will be accompanied by a 12-
piece band. “They are the A-list musicians I
always work with,” he adds.

At the piano, Schimmel seamlessly blends
swing, klezmer and jazzy riffs. The Hebrew
lyrics are arranged to fit beautifully. He’s
arranged four of the pieces; the rest are by
Eitan Sobol from Israel. It’s about blending
musical ideologies to create something new.

The combination of this shaven-headed,
tattooed star, obviously more at home with
rock and jazz than chazzanut - attested to by
his current Naledi award for Knights of
Music - and kippah-wearing tenors is inter-
esting. Music is the equalizer.

His first tattoo - that of his Hebrew name -

In happy rehearsal: musical director Bryan
Schimmel, at the piano, with choristers and soloists
from High Notes. (PHOTOGRAPH BY ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

was done in 2000. “It’s a very clear motivation
of my pride and rebellion. I am proud of my
Jewish heritage and am not religious. This
show is a celebration of Israel. It is not reli-
gious.”

A statement not without controversy:
Schimmel was instructed by the organisers
that there were to be no women performers. “I
argued this but was shouted down. I was told
that if we have females in the show, it would
exclude sectors in the community from the
audience. So, there are no girls. There are no
dancers.

“But there is a major emphasis on lighting
and sound design. A lot of the show’s budget
will go on top industry professionals.”

When Starkowitz and Opert approached him
to musically direct the show, he was delighted.

“Working with Oshy has been a long time
coming for me. The same with Elan, who is
often compared to Danny K.

“In this show, I invest in my relationship
with Gavin and Linda, the Zionist Fed and the
community. I want to be asked back.”

- High Notes is at Theatre on the Track in
Kyalami on April 19. Call (011) 645-2541 or book
online: www.sazionfed.co.za
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Grant Thornton
celebrates a
ouble simcha

Top row from left to right: Gianluca Del Bianco, Dani Ressel, Jarred Britany, Alan Miller, Jeremy Bank,
Avi Rozowski, Craig Shapiro, Bottom row from left to right: Ryan Mer, Ricky Delacour, Kayles Hurwitz

Grant Thornton recently had a dinner Our increased success rate is

to bid farewell to their newly qualified attributable to our focus on partner
CA's as well as to have a 'chaim to those - trainee mentorship and guidance,
trainees who passed the PPE Part [1 as well as our state of the art training
Grant Thornton achieved a record 89%  department which now boasts a CTA
pass rate this year, significantly higher Academy.
than the National IRBA pass rate.

Visit www.gt.co.za
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