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ence of his son Baron Adolf von Rothschild, a 
synagogue was built in Naples in 1864 - a year 
after the bank had to close its doors as a result 
of the unifi cation of Italy and  the close family 
ties with Austria and France; enemies of the new 
Kingdom of Italy.

For those who want to combine their historical 
immersion with something a little more energetic, 
there is a surfeit of ski resorts in the Alps - Italian, 
Austrian and Swiss. And they’re just a short hop 
away from Turin, Milan or Venice.

BARRY BILEWITZ

NOW THAT MANY fi nancial gurus think that 
we’ve bottomed out of the recession, it may be a 
good time to plan that year-end overseas trip, es-
pecially since there are quite a few tours available 
at very good rates. The tourist industry - like most 
others - is still feeling the fi nancial pinch.

Many of us are interested in our roots and enjoy 
visiting museums, ruins and old buildings relating 
to Jewish history. These can be found all over 
Israel, including world-famous archaeological 
sites at Safed in the north, Masada in the east, 
Jerusalem - a focal point of three major religions 
- and Jaffa, the ancient harbour which has since 
become a modern seaport.

Besides Israel, the oldest Jewish communities 
in Europe can be traced to Italy.  While it is thought 
by some historians, that Judah the Maccabee 
sent an embassy to Rome in 161 BCE, it is more 
certain that his brother Simon sent ambassadors 
to sign a treaty with Rome against the Greeks a 
few years later and received a warm welcome 
from Jews that were already living in Rome.  

The historic presence of Jews in Italy over the 

last two millennia can be seen in the wonderful 
architecture of the old synagogues - some of 
which are in use today - and ghettos - still in-
habited by Jewish families, but obviously with-
out any restriction to their democratic freedom! 

The fi rst ghetto in the world was created in 
Venice in 1516. The word ghetto means foun-
dry which was replaced by the Jewish district, 
but by which name the area was still known. 
At one time there were fi ve synagogues in the 
Venetian ghetto and three of them can still be 
visited today.

The Great Synagogue of Florence was 
opened in 1882. Its walls were decorated in 
gold plate to highlight its Moorish designs. The 
Nazis used the synagogue as a warehouse and 
stable during the Second World War and tried 
unsuccessfully to blow it up.  

In 1944 Sappers Leon Dison and Hymie 
Bloch of the South African Engineers Corps 
were instructed to check the shul for booby-
traps. Fortunately it was clear and the commu-
nity lost no time in restoring it after the war.

Rome is where the history of the Jews in Italy 
began. After Titus had conquered Israel in 66 

AD and destroyed the Second Temple in 70 AD, 
many Jews were taken to Rome as slaves. Titus’ 
brother - the emperor Domitian - erected the Arch 
of Titus to commemorate the victory in 81 AD. 
This is probably the oldest Jewish-related building 
in Italy that is still intact and it is a tradition among 
Jews not to walk under this arch because of what 
it honours.

Carl Mayer von Rothschild opened a branch of 
the family bank in Naples in 1821, the only Roth-
schild bank in Italy at the time. Owing to the infl u-

Arch of Titus Tempio Maggiore Firenzi 

(The Great Temple of Florence).

Bridge over a canal in the ghetto of Venice.

Italy is steeped in Jewish history

All about an international 
driving permit

AN INTERNATIONAL driving permit is a legal 
document that endorses your South African 
driver’s licence. Don’t get stuck without it!

The international driving permit (IDP) trans-
lates your South African driver’s licence into 
several languages, including the fi ve offi cial 
UN languages. 

This means your licence can be understood 
when travelling in various countries. It also 
helps when hiring a car in a foreign country, 
particularly for insurance purposes. 

The Automobile Association recommends 
that you obtain an IDP if you plan to use a 
vehicle while abroad. It’s a quick and easy 
process at Travel Experience stores or the AA 
head offi ce.

Need to know
•  An IDP is issued for one or three years - 

depending on the countries you plan to visit 
- and may not exceed the validity period of 
your South African driver’s licence.

•  If your South African driver’s licence expires 
within a year from the date you apply for an 
IDP, the IDP will not be issued for the full 

period and restrictions on the validity period 
will apply.

•  An IDP is only valid in conjunction with your 
South African driver’s licence. Always carry 
both when travelling.
An IDP acts as another form of identifi ca-

tion. When making application for your IDP at 
any Travel Experience store, make sure you 
take the following along with you:

A signed and completed application form, 
available in-store or download the form from 
www.aa.co.za (click on the Travel link). The 
cost is R249 for the permit fee.

Two ID or passport photographs, which can 
also be taken at Travel Experience stores.

A valid South African driver’s licence (credit 
card format) or certifi ed copies of the front 
and back of the licence. A valid South African 
ID document or passport, or certifi ed copies 
of the identifi cation page in the document. 

• For more information about IDPs, contact 
the AA on 083 THE AA (083-843 22) or visit 
your nearest Travel Experience store.
Published with the kind permission of the 
AA Mobility magazine, Issue 2, 2009.
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Mahikeng Lodge - a truly 
unforgettable experience

El Al Israel Airlines - as much 
‘Israel’ as the State itself

A TRULY UNFORGETTABLE experience 
awaits you at the luxurious 4-star Mahikeng 
Lodge - a whole new world on Africa’s door-
step to the city. Mahikeng, “The Place of the 
Rock”, with its thick bushveld, open planes 
and valleys, combines the Lowveld, Highveld 
and Bushveld all in one exquisite lodge. Situ-
ated only 55 minutes from Fourways, this in-
timate hideaway is nestled in the hills of the 
Magalies Meander. With only four exclusive 
lodges, Mahikeng Lodge promises a com-
fortable, relaxing and private stay.

Get back to nature
Mahikeng is home to a variety of game, an abun-
dance of bird life that includes vultures, eagles, 
secretary birds and many more species.

With the undivided attention of an extremely 
knowledgeable game ranger, you’ll discover 
some interesting facts about Mahikeng and its 
wildlife. As part of your game drive you will get to 
up close to Billy and Bonnie the rhinos. 

Billy was brought to the lodge when he 
was just six months old, after his mother was 
poached for her horn and will be hand reared 
until the age of two. 

Bonnie is Billy’s new companion and together 
they will be introduced back into their natural en-
vironment. 

After a fascinating morning game drive, 
spend the day relaxing around the pool or cy-
cling through the expansive farm while African 
wildlife laze in the shade of the acacia trees only 
metres away. 

The picturesque viewing deck, perched on the 
highest point, offers a breathtaking panoramic 
view of the entire lodge. Watch the baboons on 
the nearby cliff bid farewell to the day while you 
sip sundowners or get down on one knee for a 
romantic marriage proposal. 

Mahikeng Lodge is truly the place to be... 
when you just need to be.

For more info log onto www.mahikeng.co.za, 
or mail us at info@mahikeng.co.za

ISRAELIS AND JEWS around the world last 
year celebrated the Jewish State’s 60th year of 
independence in the Jewish people’s historical 
homeland. 

El Al was born along with the State of Israel, 
not only to serve as a bridge between Israel and 
the world, but as an expression of national exist-
ence and pride, carrying the Israeli fl ag around the 
world.

El Al grew along with Israel, sharing in moments 
of glory and joy, encouraging the country’s growth 
and expanding its global reach. El Al and its people 
were also there during days of sorrow and pain, 
answering the call of the nation. 

Our airplanes carried hundreds of thousands of 
new immigrants, often from lands of distress, and 
transported soldiers and volunteers to Israel in mo-
ments of emergency. 

El Al answered the challenge of terrorism, fl ew 

delegations of peace and created an aviation infra-
structure for global business. It promotes tourism 
to Israel, and of course, carries Israelis to dozens of 
destinations around the world each day. 

The close relationship between El Al’s history 
and the development of the State of Israel, is one 
of which the airline is extremely proud.

Several years ago El Al was privatised, but its 
spirit and commitment remain national. El Al con-

tinues its broad and varied work to meet the 
needs of the people of Israel while also striv-
ing for excellence in service to the travelling 
public.

For 2 000 years the Jewish people prayed 
and hoped to realise the dream of returning 
to the Land of Zion. But it took determina-
tion, creativity, stubbornness, faith, energy 
and a willingness to sacrifi ce, in order to 
turn hopes and dreams into reality. 

The same spirit turned El Al into a thriving, 
modern airlines - and will help us continue 
to be the fi rst choice of passengers to and 
from Israel in the decades ahead.

During the last 60 years plus, Israel has 
taken wing in every fi eld of endeavour. We at El Al 
will strive to keep soaring in the next 60 years or 
more to come.

Don’t miss out on EL Al’s various specials for 
the month of November. When planning your De-
cember holiday, remember we fl y “to Israel and 
Beyond”.

Contact your nearest travel agent or El Al direct 
on (011) 620-2525 or you can also visit us at our 
website www.elal.co.il

A TRULY UNFORGETTABLE experience Billy was brought to the lodge when he

t
n
i
p

a
t
t
a
t

m
t
f



YEAR-END TRAVEL AND CELEBRATIONS

SA JEWISH REPORT       1723 - 30 October 2009

Make Cape Union Mart your destination 
store for all skiing essentials

Winter in Europe equals alpine skiing and the perfect excuse for a 
chilly holiday, but make sure you check in with Cape Union Mart - 
Africa’s biggest supplier of  quality ski-wear - before you leave.

CAPE UNION MART has a wide 
range of ski and foul weather cloth-
ing for adults and kids, as well as 
a collection of accessories and 
small equipment to help keep you 
protected while ensuring you are 
suffi ciently prepared for the skiing 
holiday of a lifetime.  

Your outer layer and best protec-
tion against the elements is a wind-
proof and waterproof jacket. Cape 
Union Mart stocks 3-in-1 jackets 
that have a removable fl eece which 
is extremely useful. 

Do not compromise on the qual-
ity of your jacket as it is the most 
important piece of clothing when 
skiing. Other essentials include wa-
terproof pants, a mid-layer fl eece 
will assist in keeping you warm 
while a moisture management 
top wicks moisture away from the 
body. 

Wear this over your thermals for 
extra warmth. Finally, wear thermal 

underwear of good quality. Not only 
does it keep you warm, but it wicks 
sweat away from your skin - keeping 
you dry and comfortable.

Other useful items include:
Socks (liner and outer) - We stock 
thin, liner socks and thick, outer 
socks. Some prefer wearing two lay-
ers, others one. In most ski condi-
tions you will need at least the thicker 
socks. Both wick sweat away from 
the skin.
Gloves (inner and outer) - We stock 
liner gloves and waterproof ski gloves. 
Whether you wear both is up to you, 
but cold hands generally lead to an 
unpleasant afternoon on the slopes. 
Beanie - The majority of your body 
heat is lost through your head. Wear-
ing a beanie will solve this problem.
Scarf - Wrap a scarf around your 
neck and chin to keep them warm.
Buff - This seamless piece of head-
wear is absolutely perfect for the 

slopes, and can be used in a variety 
of ways to protect your head, ears, 
neck, nose, chin and cheeks.  
Sunglasses - UV-protected, polar-
ised sunglasses are a must to cut out 
the glare of the sun refl ecting off the 
snow.
Sunscreen - You can get extremely 
sunburned while skiing. Always try 
and carry some sunscreen with you.
Lip ice - With the wind and the cold, 
chapped lips are commonplace on 
the slopes. Always keep lip ice close 
at hand.
Trail shoes - After a heavy day ski-
ing, swap your boots for a comfort-
able pair of track or trail shoes. Make 
sure that they have enough traction to 
keep you upright in the snow.
Hand warmers - Gives your hands 
a kick start.

Visit www.capeunionmart.co.za 
for more information or consult 
your nearest Cape Union Mart 
store.

Top right: K-Way 

Travel Bag pro-

tected by Pacsafe 

stainless steel lock-

ing device.

Centre: K-Way gear 

in action.

Below: 100 percent 

water and wind-

proof ski jacket and 

pants.
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Fabulous Singapore stopover package is back
The Fabulous Singapore Stopover Package is back by popular demand!

IT PROMISES TO deliver fantastic deals and 
great discounts for visitors to explore the sunny 
island of Singapore.

Singapore Airlines, together with the Singa-
pore Tourism Board (STB) and Changi Airport 
Group, is once again offering customers the 
chance to stay in Singapore for just US$1, as 
part of STB’s 2009 “Reasons to enjoy Singa-
pore global marketing campaign”. 

The US$1 package, fi rst launched in April 
this year, comprises exclusive deals on hotel 

accommodation, airport transfers and entry to 
some of Singapore’s most popular tourist at-
tractions.

“We were encouraged and overwhelmed by 
the demand of the Fabulous Singapore Stopover 
Package when we fi rst launched it in April, and sin-
cerely thank customers for their ardent support. 

“We are relaunching the special package that 
combines wonderful deals with great fl exibility 
and convenience, to entice even more visitors 
to discover for themselves the beautiful places, 

friendly people, unique culture and culinary de-
lights Singapore has to offer,” said Mr Huang 
Cheng Eng, Singapore Airlines’ Executive Vice 
President, Marketing and the Regions.

Mr Chew Tiong Heng, Singapore Tourism 
Board’s Director of Destination Marketing, said: 
“The Fabulous Singapore Stopover Package is 
yet another reason to visit Singapore.”

Starting in September, the excitement revs 
up with the world’s only Formula One night race 
complemented by the Singapore GP season 

and the world’s fi rst F1 ROCKSTM mega 
concert. 

Come October, the Singapore Sun Fes-
tival returns to showcase the Art of Living 
Well with over 180 premium lifestyle and 
arts events. To round up the year with a 
bang, our dazzling Christmas in the Tropics 
promises to deliver more surprises for all. 
And for party-goers and music lovers, the 
fun continues with ZoukOut in December!”

Mr Yam Kum Weng, Changi Airport 
Group’s Executive Vice President, Air Hub 
Development, said: “We are happy to once 
again work with our partners to offer more 
value to passengers. The attractive travel 
packages put together, mean that there is 
no better time to visit or stop over in Sin-
gapore.”

With the re-launch, the Fabulous Singa-
pore Stopover package features the same 
unbeatable deals as before. Visitors can 
discover the city for next to nothing, when 
they choose from a list of six hotels, at only 
US$1 for the fi rst night. 

For travellers who would like to indulge a 
little, they are able to choose to stay in other 
hotels at the fantastic rate of US$20, US$30 
and US$40 respectively for the fi rst night. 
These special fi rst night rates are based on 
a twin-sharing basis for one person.

Also with the special package, custom-
ers will be given $20 Changi vouchers at 
the SIA Stopover Holidays counter upon 
their arrival in Singapore. The vouchers, 
courtesy of the Changi Airport Group, can 
be used at many retail, and food and bever-
age outlets at the airport.

The package also includes free admis-
sion to attractions including Sentosa Island, 
Singapore Zoo, Malay Heritage Centre, Na-
tional Orchid Park, Peranakan Museum, 
Singapore River Bumboat and the Jurong 
Bird Park. 

To visit all these places and more, tour-
ists can take advantage of the unlimited 
use of the Singapore Airlines Hop-On Bus 
service which reaches 20 major attractions 
in Singapore.

Bookings for the Fabulous Singapore 
Stopover can be made up to November 15 
2009, for travel to be completed by March 
31 2010. 

This promotion cannot be used in con-
junction with other deals like the SIA Holi-
days or other travel packages.
•  For more details and other terms and 

conditions, please log on to our website, 
www.singaporeair.com/ssh.
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Everything and 
more - and it’s 
kosher on top

Med Vacations’ tour: ‘In the 
Footsteps of Our Forefathers’

Umhlanga Kosher Accommodation is situated in the 

heart of  this beautiful coastal resort town. Guests have 

the choice of  staying in the bed & breakfast suites or 

choosing the kosher self-catering chalets.  The Umhlanga 

Kosher Accommodation has everything to offer the holi-

daymaker or business person, with tropical surroundings, 

style, comfort combined with warm hospitality and per-

sonal service.

Med Vacations is presenting this wonderful  tour of  Jewish sites in Italy. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION, transport and daily break-
fasts are included in the cost of the ‘In the Footsteps of 
Our Forefathers’ tour and the English-speaking tour guides 
can advise you where to enjoy excellent cuisine for lunch 
and dinner, without blowing your budget.

The fi rst three days will be spent in Rome with visits to 
the Jewish Catacombs, Old Appian Way, Coliseum, Baths 
of Caracalla and the Circus Maximus.  

Afternoon excursions will include visits to the Great Syn-
agogue of Rome, the Jewish Museum, the Ghetto Ebraica 
and meeting Jewish members of the Roman community.

On the fourth day you depart for Florence in a luxury air-
conditioned coach, stopping off overnight at mediaeval town 
of Collazone after having visited the artistic town of Perugia. 

Stroll through the ancient town of Siena, renowned for 
its 13th century university and the Monte Dei Paschi - the 
oldest bank in the world, on the fi fth day; then resume your 
comfortable journey to Florence. There you will see the Pi-
azzale Michelangelo,  the Synagogue and Jewish Museum 
of Florence.

Activities on the sixth day include a walking tour of Flor-
ence and the Ufi zzi Gallery, a visit to the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa and an optional bicylce ride on the mediaeval walls 
of Lucca. 

On the seventh day you travel to Venice and take a mo-
torlaunch to your hotel. In the afternoon you will visit the 
magnifi cent Venetian Synagogue and Jewish Museum.

The morning of the eighth day is spent on a walking 
tour of Venice, including the Doge’s Palace, San Mark’s 
Cathedral, the Grand Canal, the Bridge of Sighs and Rialto 
bridge. Spend the afternoon as you wish, or take an op-

tional tour of the islands of Murano, Burano and Torcello.
After breakfast on the ninth day, you leave for Milan, 

stopping off at Verona to see the Ashkenazi Synagogue. 
Upon arrival in Milan, your guide will show you the syna-
gogue.

On the 10th and fi nal day of the tour, you will take a 
coach tour to see Da Vinci’s Last Supper, the Duomo and 
the famous castle. From there you will be taken to Malpen-
sa Airport for the fl ight home.

Part of the dining room and lounge. Ready-made kosher 

meals and a la carte menu available.

ti l t f th i l d f M B d T ll

Roman Forum – Rome.

The Il Duomo - Milan.
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Come and enjoy a 
kosher Zandwijk picnic

Celebrate 
your 

year-end 
function 

with 
pizzazz 

ONCE AGAIN Zandwijk will be inviting 
members of the Jewish community to 
experience the wonderful picnics at 
the farm which produces the famous 
range of Kleine Draken kosher wines 
and grape juice.

Nestled on the south-eastern slopes 
of Paarl Mountain, Zandwijk will have 
their picnic menu available from No-
vember 1 this year, until April 31 next 
year.

During this time Zandwijk will be 
open on a Sunday only if you booked 
your picnic baskets by the Thursday at 
16:00 prior to the Sunday you would 
like to have a picnic at the estate.

Zandwijk suggest that picnickers 
bring their own games and balls for 
the children, as the extensive lawns 
make a very tempting playground and 
Zandwijk will therefore not be provid-
ing any other form of entertainment.

Picnic lunches will be ready on the 
farm from 11:00, on the day that you 
have booked your picnic for. Zandwijk 
offer a kiddie’s hamper for children up 

to 12 years old.
Please note that Zandwijk will be 

closing at 14:00 on December 24 
and 31.

Zandwijk will also be closed on 
the following days:
December 4 (Friday) 
December 16 (Wednesday).
December 20 (Sunday).
December 25 - 27 (Friday - Sunday).
January 1 - 3 2010 (Friday - Sunday).

Picnic hours are as follow:
Monday - Thursday: 11:00 - 16:00.
Friday: 11:00 - 15:00.
Sunday: 11:00 - 15:00 (Strictly by ap-
pointment on a Sunday).

Come and enjoy a relaxing kosher 
picnic experience with your family at 
Zandwijk.

Physical address: Zandwijk, Pieter 
Hugo Street, Courtrai, Southern Paarl, 
Paarl, 7646, Western Cape. Tel (021) 
863-2368.

It’s time to join 
loved ones in 
celebration

The end of  a tough year is 

approaching. The fi nancial 

tide appears to be fi nally 

turning and we have 

survived! It’s time to join 

with our family, friends 

and co-workers in 

celebration.

Daphne Kuhn, owner/producer of The 
Old Mutual Theatre on the Square in 
Sandton, has created an extra-special 
line-up of stunning productions and din-
ner show packages in association with 
up-market restaurants on the Nelson 
Mandela Square.

Celebrate your end-of-year get-
together or corporate function in a 
warm, friendly intimate theatre where 
any event, be it a night out for two or a 
festive season celebration for your com-
pany, becomes a memorable one.

There is ample, safe under-cover 
parking and  security, right in the heart 
of Sandton.

The party package includes dinner at 
either Lekgotla, Montego Bay, Wangthai 
or Butchershop & Grill, plus a choice of 
a show “Beauty and the B.E.E.” from 
October 27 to November 21, or “A 
Spoof Full of Sugar” from November 24 
to December 31.

For a festive night out, contact Old 
Mutual Theatre on the Square, tel (011) 
883-8606.

Book early to avoid disappointment.

Daphne Kuhn.
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A journey of discovery in 
eclectic world that is Poetry 

POETRY, THE unique women’s lifestyle store, 
was founded by a small group of people just un-
der a year ago, who share a real love for making 
things that inspire the imagination. 

Since then the boutique-style chain which 
forms part of the Cape Union Mart Group, has 
grown to eight stores across the country and has 
won the Old Mutual Property Investments Retail 
Revolution Award for Best Store Design.

At Poetry products are carefully sourced, de-
signed and selected from across the world, with 
an eye for the smallest details, a passion for old-
world craftsmanship and a desire to see shop-
ping elevated to an activity. Customers won’t just 
fi nd novelties, but rather experience a journey of 
personal discovery. 

The Poetry store concept appeals to sophis-
ticated women who seek unique, one-of-a-kind 
designs. In an age of mass-production, Poetry 
has become a destination for well-read and well-
travelled women who long for clothes that arenít 
found on the shelves of stores everywhere.

“Despite the many large retailers offering 
merchandise for women, few offer unique mer-
chandise. That’s where Poetry has a distinct ad-
vantage by not offering garments that are mass-
produced. Poetry has a refi ned exclusivity to it, 
which makes it very appealingî, says Group Crea-
tive Director, Ken Lazarus.

Highlights for consumers at the Poetry stores 
include the unique and eclectic mix of everything 
from 100 per cent linen and silk pieces to hand- made soaps, biscuits and cushion covers with 

a focus on women’s apparel and accessories. 
The stores carry a range of jewellery, ex-
clusive body products, once-off homeware 

items (photo frames, glasses, napkins, 
door knobs from India and more), as 

well as Wonki Ware from 
George.

“When you’re in a 
Poetry store, you’re 
as likely to fi nd an 
Indian hand-beaded 
picture frame as you 

are a hand-painted 
fl oral sconce based on a 

1940s Italian original. In the 
cupboards you’ll fi nd glazed 

Japanese ceramics and a mix 
of old door knobs, hand-made soaps 

and aged glass vases,” says Lazarus.
The chandeliers and lights overhead illumi-

nate the kilim rugs on the fl oor and they cast 
a sparkle on the beaded necklaces and jewel-
lery. There’s the scent of lavender is in the air as 
you search in the drawers and explore the solid, 
deep wooden cupboards.

In the corner of the store, you discover an 
old suitcase fi lled with photo frames and as 
you go to have a closer look, your attention is 
caught by the stunning range of voile shirts and 
fi ne linen jerseys that are positioned on a table 
alongside. 

Textures are soft and earthy and they juxta-
pose the natural and organic against mirrors, 
metal railings and brass fi xtures in a way that 
make the extremes look almost normal togeth-
er. Everything is old but everything is new. This 
is the world of Poetry.
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Notebook 8x6 assorted.

A Poetry Store.
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Metzuyan - on the square, the 
exclusive alternative function venue 

Wouldn’t you like to ride 
in my beautiful balloon?

WITH YEAR-END functions coming up, Met-
zuyan - on the square is the perfect venue for 
your function of any kind, be it large or small, 
festive or reserved, loud or relaxed.  

Metzuyan has everything you need for a 
festive function to say “Shokeyach and thank 
you” to all your clients and valued people in 
your business.  

This exclusive venue for all private and busi-
ness functions, offers you a package deal, 
with unique facilities to enhance your event, all 

inclusive in your per head charge.
The unique and versatile offering makes Met-
zuyan the perfect venue choice as
• You don’t pay any venue hire fees at all.
•  In-house LiquidChefs bar at no extra charge
• The menu will be tailor-made to suit your 
preference and budget.
•  A full function co-ordination service is of-

fered at no extra cost to alleviate the time 
burden and stress involved with planning 
your function.  

For enquires and bookings, call Harry on (011) 880-4153 or Jodi on 083-777-8948.

SHEREE JACOBS

THE FIRST TIME man defi ed the laws of gravity 
in a hot air balloon, was in 1788. From this time 
on it has been one of the adventure activities on 
many people’s must-do list.

This simple form of fl ight has not changed 
much in all this time. Air to Air fl y three commer-
cial balloons. The traditional wicker baskets can 
carry eight, 12 and 16 passengers.

These baskets are weight-related, depending 
on the cubic capacity of their envelopes and for 
this reason booking well in advance is essential.

Balloons require stable air conditions and for 
this reason fl ights take place at sunrise. Pas-
sengers meet for tea and coffee 30 minutes be-
fore take-off. Most of the fl ights take place from 
a private golf estate on the Crocodile River in 
the Kromdraai Conservancy, also known as the 
Cradle of Humankind, approximately 35km from 
Johannesburg. 

As all the balloons are on trailers, these can be 
moved to a destination of your choice for larger 
groups.

You don’t need to be physically fi t to stand for 
an hour while you fl oat along at tree-top height 
and you may get to pick a leaf from the top of a 
tree, or speak to passers-by who have stopped 
to take a picture of you as you drift along in rela-
tive silence. That is until the pilot burns to main-
tain heat in the envelope and keep the balloon 
in fl ight.

Tranquil and calming are the word that most 
describe the experience. Balloons move with 

the wind and therefore where you land no one 
knows. Not even the pilot can tell you prior to 
fl ight. Each fl ight is different and the ground 
crew’s job is to fi nd the balloon on landing. 

As tradition dictates, the landing is celebrated 
with a glass of champagne and/or orange juice. 
You are then whisked away in the retrieval vehi-
cle and taken for a well-deserved breakfast. Air 
to Air Africa will then present you with a certifi -
cate to remember the day you defi ed the law of 
gravity.

Flights take place daily throughout the year 
and is a wonderful gift to receive or a roman-
tic way to celebrate that special event, be it a 
birthday, engagement and anniversary - for a 
corporate function or team-building experience 
or even to launch a new product. Air to Air Af-
rica can place your company’s banner around 
the balloons.

• For more information, visit our website 
www.airtoairafrica.co.za or you can e-mail us at
fl y@airtoairafrica.co.za or call +27 804-602-3491.

Happy landings are celebrated with 

champagne and orange juice.

Our Salon Prive is the ideal option for private business meetings with audio-

visual facilities for presentations as well as smaller private celebrations.
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Marco Polo - 
the upmarket 
entertainment 
and gaming 

Sandton venue
WELCOME TO The Marco Polo, your fi rst up-
market gaming and entertainment venue right in 
the heart of Sandton, located in Legacy Corner in 
Nelson Mandela Square.

Fully licenced by the Gauteng Gambling 
Board, the Marco Polo brings with it an exciting 
and unique brand into the South African gaming 
market boasting 300 “state-of-the-art” interactive 
Electronic Bingo Terminals (EBTs) with the latest 
bingo technology. Bingo terminals are linked to a 
secure network and the bingo game itself is pow-
ered by an independent system, with the ma-
chines functioning as terminals for bingo play. Our 
terminals are available in denominations ranging 
from as little as 0,05c to R1. 

Doors opened early September 2009 to the 
2 500 square metre venue which spans over two 
levels. Upstairs you will fi nd the Venetian Show 
Bar where daily live musical repertories and musi-
cians perform, while you enjoy a leisurely drink or 
coffee and a snack. 

It’s the perfect place to catch up with friends, 
enjoy a late night rendezvous or simply enjoy 
some time out on your own. 

The opulent Crystal Room is our gaming area 
for avid players and if you descend the marble 
staircase, you will discover the intimate Piano Bar, 
fully equipped with a stage and a dance fl oor. This 
venue is available for private functions. 

Non-stop entertainment is key to The Marco 
Polo, as we incorporate the very best local and in-
ternational acts. Entertainment schedules change 
on a monthly basis and updates are available on 
our website or in the press.

The Marco Polo has a proactive membership 
drive in place, with many attractive benefi ts. Be-
coming a member is free and you will receive au-
tomatic updates on all our unique promotions.

The Marco Polo is also equipped with a fully 
licenced bar and kitchen, offering full catering 
capabilities and delicious snacks. Immaculately 
presented staff reside on premises at all times to 
ensure your indulgence. Catering is available for 
private functions. No person under the age of 18 
years will be admitted, although we will have a 
small Marco Polo childcare facility available soon. 

The Marco Polo complies with the new South 
African smoking legislation and we offer an excel-
lent choice of smoking and non-smoking experi-
ences. The smoking section in our Crystal Room 
and Piano Bar has its own highly effective smoke 
extraction facility.

With so much on offer, the Marco Polo invites 
you to make your escape from the Sandton bus-
tle seven days a week, from 10:00 - 02:00. See 
you there!
•  Enquiries: (011) 783-4182. Visit our website: 

www.themarcopolo.co.za

The opulent Crystal Room is our gaming area 


