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Mr Justice Richard Goldstone addresses the media after presenting his

commission's report on the Gaza war to the United Nations Human

Rights Council in Geneva on September 29. (UN Photo / Jean-Marc Ferre)
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Shmini
Atzeret
Rabbi Aharon Rose,
Waverley Shul

THE TECHNICIAN came to shul
on Erev Rosh Hashanah to serv-
ice the air-conditioning. 

“Can I ask you a question?” he
asked me in a strong Afrikaans
accent. 

“Sure.”
“In Jewish law, can you bring

sacrifices today?”
I knew where this was headed,

but I couldn’t decide whether to
skip to the point, or play along. I
decided to play along. I didn’t
want to be rude (we needed him
to service the unit) and perhaps
he might learn something accu-
rate about Judaism.

“No, we can’t.”
“Why?”
“Because the Temple in

Jerusalem was destroyed almost
2 000 years ago. Once built, sac-
rifices could only be brought
there; now it’s destroyed, we
can’t bring sacrifices until it is
rebuilt.”

“So how do you gain atone-
ment for your sins today?”

“Why do you ask?”
“Because if you can’t bring

sacrifices you can’t achieve
atonement.”

“Oh.”
“That’s why JC came; to die

for us and gain atonement for
our sins. If you believe in JC,

ourselves off from life itself -
what is happening to the animal
should be happening to me, but
for G-d’s forgiveness which fol-
lows sincere Teshuvah. If a per-
son brought the sacrifice without
first doing Teshuvah, the sacri-
fice wasn’t accepted by G-d. It’s
exactly the same today - the driv-
ing factor is still Teshuvah; we
just lack the powerful audiovisu-
al experience of the sacrifice.”

“And, what time should we set
the air-conditioner to come on?”

Tonight Shmini Atzeret begins.
“Atzeret” means “holding back”.
During the seven days of Succot,
a total of 70 bulls were brought as
sacrifices in the Temple, for the
material and spiritual benefit of
the 70 nations of the world. On
Shmini Atzeret, however, only
one bull was brought. 

A king once made a lavish ban-
quet for all his servants lasting
several days. But on the final day
he told his most beloved and ded-
icated servant: “All the guests
have gone home now. Stay with
me another day, and we will cele-
brate together, just you and I.” 

Like the king in this parable, 
G-d tells His servants to prepare
an ‘international party’ on
Succot and to bring sacrifices on
behalf of ourselves and all the 70
nations of the world. But on the
final day, Shmini Atzeret, He
requests His beloved Israel to

stay another day.
We no longer have the

Temple, but our relationship
with G-d, though imperfect,
continues to thrive - Shmini
Atzeret symbolises that special
bond. And we pray that soon
the Temple will be rebuilt and
our relationship will be as
strong as it once was. Good
Shabbos and Chag Sameyach!

then you can be forgiven for your
sins even today.”

“So JC was a human sacrifice.”
“Huh?”
“JC was a human sacrifice -

replacing the animal sacrifices
in the Temple to gain atonement.
Judaism doesn’t permit human
sacrifices.”

“Well...”
“You asked how we Jews gain

atonement for our sins today. Let
me explain how we gained atone-
ment for our sins in Temple
times. Through Teshuvah -
‘repentance’ is probably the sim-
plest translation of the word. It
involved three stages - acknowl-
edging the sin, regretting it,
making a conscious decision not
to make the same mistake in the
future. 

“The sacrifice was just an aid
to Teshuvah - it brought home, in
a very real way, that when we cut
ourselves off from G-d, we cut
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DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

ANOTHER GRADUATION -
another successful year - and
another 14 new rabbis from
around the world, recently
ordained in Pretoria. This con-
cludes the eighth year of this
amazing programme for
Pretoria.  

The Tekes Hasmacha Smicha
ceremony 5769 for Yeshiva
Machon L’hora’ah, was watched
by hundreds of family members
and friends around the world.  

At the last moment, one of the
bochrim, (now Rabbi) Ari
Oppenheimer from Johannesburg,

arranged a live audio-streaming
link-up on smichalive.co.cc which
had almost 1 000 hits during the
ceremony, affording family and
friends who were unable to travel
to South Africa, the opportunity to
watch the ceremony for the first
time.

As with previous years, the
students received their smicha
from the rosh yeshiva, Rabbi
Levi Wineberg whose reputation
is widespread internationally
and from Rabbi Yaakov
Waharftig from “Machon Ariel”
in Israel.  

Rabbi Waharftig travelled from
Jerusalem as he does each year,
to test the bochrim and in the

short space of a few days, man-
ages to get to know each one of
them and build up a strong bond.

In his address, Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein spoke about
the words smicha and simcha -
which contain the same letters,
both describing celebrations and
stressing the honour of being at
the ceremony in Pretoria, where
he too was born and educated.

The new rabbonim are (from
Sydney, Australia) Shmuel Aber,
Sholom Dov Ber Bloom and
Mendy Barber (whose father
Rabbi Barber attended and
brought a message on behalf of
all the parents). 

Melbourne in Australia was
also well represented by Levi
Heidingsfeld, Gedalia Levin,
Shmuel Loebenstein and Levi
Shusterman.  

The Americans are Yisroel

Epstein, Boruch Krinsky, Yehudi
Meshchaninov and Zalman
Popack with the UK represented
by Yosef Chaim Sufrin from
Leeds.

There were two South
Africans, Ari Oppenheimer and
Mendi Katz. Mendi addressed the
large crowd on behalf of the
graduates, thanking the kehillah
for the outstanding facility, their
warmth and friendship and the
opportunity to learn first hand
about being a community rabbi,
and praised Rabbi Gidon Fox (of
the Pretoria Hebrew Congre-
gation) and Rabbi Levin as well
for their continued support and
knowledge imparted.   

Endless thanks were bestowed
on the shul’s office staff and all
those responsible for their con-
tinued care and input into the
lives of the bochrim as well as to
the entire community who
showed them hospitality and
took time to learn with them, an
experience which will help them
to succeed as rabbis.

The new intake of bochrim are
expected shortly after Succot.

Pretoria Yeshiva ordains
another batch of bochrim

Rabbis Gidon Fox, Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein, Rabbi Yaakov

Warhaftig and Rabbi Levi Wineberg, at the ordination ceremony

where bochrim received their smicha. The bochrim ready to receive their smicha certificates.
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