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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
VAYEITZEI
Rabbi Greg
Alexander
Cape Town Progressive
Jewish Congregation

DO YOU believe in angels? This
week’s parsha opens with
Jacob’s dramatic dream of
angels going up and going down
the ladder. When he wakes up,
Jacob names the place where he
slept Beit-El, the House of G-d.
(Gen 28:19).

In a midrash, the rabbis
explain that this was none other
than the future site of the
Temple and that, in fact, he was
not the first member of his fam-
ily to pass this way.  

You see, his father Isaac had
been here, at the moment that
his future wife Rebecca was
approaching on a caravan of
camels, and then the place was
described as a sadeh, a field.
(Gen 24:63)  

But even before him, Jacob’s
grandfather Abraham had been
there at his greatest test when
he was asked by G-d to bind his
son Isaac as a sacrifice.  He had
called the place Har Adonai - the
mountain of G-d. (Gen 22:24)
Each of the patriarchs walked to

tating in the field.  We know, like
any farmer, that you can’t plant
your field and walk away and
expect to enjoy its fruits when
you need them. You have to till
and tend, to weed and water, to
compost and mulch. 

The harder we work, the more
love and care we shower, the
more regular, conscious time we
set aside, the greater the harvest.
We set time to study and medi-
tate, to daven and study more, we
make sacred time for marking
Shabbat and festivals, we priori-
tise doing mitzvot.

For some we are Abraham,
climbing the mountain for a view
that makes us gasp for breath.
We want to see the full big pic-
ture of the world and we are sure
that where we are, we are only
getting a piece of it.  

So we climb, and as we do we
notice how much we learn along
the way. How much strength we
gain from trying the untried,
from daring and succeeding,
from pushing ourselves to new

spiritual heights.  
We wonder at how much we

can learn from the many paths
we cross, from the other
climbers we encounter, from a
broad perspective of wisdom.
We drink from the streams,
and grow stronger and higher.

The power of the midrash is
in reminding us that whichev-
er is our religious journey,
whichever is our space, place
or path, we are all ultimately
in the same place. May our
homes be warm and welcom-
ing, our fields abundant in
their fruits and our mountain
peaks inspire us to keep climb-
ing ever higher.

the same holy place and one saw
a mountain, one a field, and one a
house (Talmud, Pesachim 88a).

Is that not true of all religious
or spiritual experience?  For
some of us, we are Jacob, our
faith being a house that protects
and holds us, keeps us safe. We
want to feel at home in Judaism,
comfortable with the prayers
and practices, safe from the con-
flict and pain of the outside
world.   

We want to feel at home in our
shuls, welcomed for who we are
in a community where we know
each other, know the service and
the tunes, where we are valued.

For some we are Isaac, medi-

Seeking my spiritual metaphor
November 27/10 Kislev
November 28/11 Kislev

Vayeitzei

Starts Ends
18:15 19:18 Johannesburg
18:11 20:18 Cape Town
18:15 19:13 Durban
18:15 19:33 Bloemfontein
17:42 19:49 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:37 East London

DAVID SAKS

FOR HIS “dedication and service
to the Jewish people of sub-
Saharan Africa, and particularly
in Zimbabwe”, Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft became the latest recip-
ient of the Commonwealth Jewish
Council and Trust Award
(CJCTA) at last Tuesday’s 25th
CJCTA dinner in London. 

The award was presented by
London Mayor Boris Johnson,
one of the many distinguished
personalities (including members
of European royalty) who attend-
ed. Also presented on the night
was a special award to Mark Sofer,
the UK-born Israeli Ambassador
to India, and a posthumous award
to the distinguished Indian
Jewish parliamentarian and busi-
nessman Lalit Suri. 

Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks and Lady Sacks, who gener-
ally do not attend functions of this

nature, made an exception on this
occasion in special recognition of
Rabbi Silberhaft’s being so hon-
oured. 

Rabbi Silberhaft, on account of
the poor response within South
Africa to the appeal on behalf of
Zimbabwe Jewry, has been very
active in fundraising for that pur-
pose in the UK.

A large delegation from the
African Jewish Congress (AJC)
joined Rabbi Silberhaft for the
occasion. They included AJC
President Mervyn Smith and Ann
Harris, a joint recipient of the
award with her husband, the late
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, in 2000.
Also there were his parents and
son, Yossi, who is currently study-
ing at a yeshiva in Israel. 

In accepting the award, Rabbi
Silberhaft described himself as
“deeply humbled” by the honour,
saying: “I know I am not the hero
in the story being acknowledged

here this evening. Indeed, I accept
this award on behalf of others,
specifically, the beneficiaries of
the African Jewish Congress’s
work.” 

He went on to stress the lasting
influence that the late Chief Rabbi
Cyril Harris had had on him, both
in his personal and his profession-
al life. It was from this other “son
of the Commonwealth”, he said,
that the universality of the Jewish
message of tikkun olam - repair-
ing the world - had been heard by
so many people in the years lead-
ing up to and after the end of
apartheid. 

Living Jewishly involved more
than kosher food, Rabbi Silberhaft
said, but also included striving to
make the world a better place.

“I’d like to believe that helping
the people in the communities to
which I minister and maintaining
the Jewish aspects of their lives
they wish to observe, our work
through the African Jewish
Congress is supporting them in
their work of tikkun olam” he
said. 

The famously charismatic John-
son focused on London’s many
attractions, strengths and poten-
tial, and the important role the
Jewish community had played and
was playing in this regard since
Oliver Cromwell had allowed Jews
once more to settle in England dur-
ing the 1650s. 

The message placed by the AJC,
together with the international
Jewish organisations it repre-
sents, in the special brochure pre-
pared for the occasion read: “The
AJC is proud to congratulate
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft on receiv-

ing the Commonwealth Jewish
Council and Trust Award for 2009.
To our Rabbi Moshe, the AJC’s
dedicated and wise spiritual
leader, known far and wide as
‘The Travelling Rabbi’, we say a
hearty ‘yeshar koach!’ 

“It is through your outstanding
work that the AJC succeeds in its
mission of fostering Jewish life
and building ties of friendship
and co-operation among the
Jewish communities of sub-
Saharan Africa.” 

In his capacity as spiritual
leader and CEO of the African
Jewish Congress, Rabbi Silberhaft
performs a wide variety of func-
tions, not just in the pastoral-reli-
gious realm, but in the humani-
tarian, diplomatic and conserva-
tionist spheres as well. 

He has met with heads of state
and senior members of govern-
ment in most of the AJC-affiliated
countries, and assisted in the
establishment of formally consti-
tuted Jewish communities in
Botswana and Mauritius. 

In selecting him for the award,
special cognisance was taken by
the Commonwealth Jewish
Council of the pivotal role in co-
ordinating humanitarian relief
initiatives on behalf of Zimbabwe
Jewry over the past few years. 

In addition to his AJC duties,
Rabbi Silberhaft is also spiritual
leader to the South African coun-
try communities, a special depart-
ment of the SAJBD since 1949. His
work includes making regular
pastoral visits, cemetery mainte-
nance, arranging welfare assis-
tance where required and officiat-
ing at life-cycle events. 

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft receives 
coveted CJCT Award in London
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SOUTH AFRICA’S response to the
Goldstone Report and its failure to
date to condemn war-mongering
and anti-Semitic statements made
by Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, were the main
issues discussed at last Tuesday’s
meeting in Pretoria between the
SAJBD and Deputy Minister of
International Relations and Co-
operation Sue van der Merwe. 

SAJBD National Chairman Zev
Krengel headed the delegation,
which included National Vice-
Chairmen Mary Kluk and Doron
Joffe, SAJBD Director Wendy
Kahn and SAZF National Chair-
man Avrom Krengel.   

Zev Krengel noted that while
the Board was unhappy with the
Goldstone Report both from a pro-
cedural and content point of view,
the present meetings was not the
correct forum for discussing it.
Rather, the delegation wished to
address the question of the way
the Report had been dealt with by
South Africa’s representatives in
the UN. 

What was disturbing here was
that while the actual Report,
despite its obvious bias, had at
least apportioned a degree of
blame to Hamas, this aspect had
been entirely ignored in both state-
ments issued by South Africa’s
Permanent Representative to the
UN, Ambassador Baso Sangqu. 

Moreover, South Africa had even
co-sponsored the UN Resolution
that the Report be accepted,
despite its likewise omitting any
reference to Hamas’ culpability. 

Krengel next raised the matter
of statements made by Ahmad-
inejad denying the Holocaust,
alleging international Jewish con-
spiracies and calling for Israel’s
destruction. These, he said, had
been roundly condemned by all
other democratic countries, yet
South Africa had chosen to remain
silent. 

When the Board had first
brought this up previously with
government, then Deputy Foreign
Minister Aziz Pahad had explained
his department’s lack of action as
being due to the matter having
“fallen through the cracks”.
However, “falling through the
cracks” could not explain South
Africa’s continued silence three
years and numerous further
provocative statements from
Ahmadinejad later. 

Apart from the disquiet this was
causing the South African Jewish
community, it was also having the
effect of alienating Israel even fur-
ther in terms of South Africa’s
role as an intermediary in resolv-
ing the Middle East conflict. 

Avrom Krengel added that what
Ahmadinejad was saying went
beyond the Israel-Palestinian
issue and should be of serious con-
cern to any country such as South

Africa, that had a committed
human rights focus. 

In her response, Deputy
Minister Van der Merwe under-
took to investigate both of the
above matters. With regard to
Goldstone, she commented that
her government’s objective was to
pursue a two-state solution to the
conflict by bringing the two par-
ties to the negotiation table, and
was hopeful that the Report’s con-
demnation of both sides would
help restart the peace process. 

Van der Merwe strongly reaf-
firmed South Africa’s unequivocal
commitment to combating all
forms of racism, including anti-
Semitism. She further stressed the
importance of meetings with the
Jewish leadership, since it enabled
government to “gauge the pulse”
of the Jewish community and
understand its concerns.   

Krengel responded that levels of
anti-Jewish incitement locally had
fallen off since the beginning of
the year, but there remained seri-
ous concerns, in particular over
inflammatory allegations about
supposed Zionist plots to destroy
the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem
that were being continually broad-
cast on Muslim radio stations in
the Western Cape. He emphasised
that President Jacob Zuma’s
address at the Board’s national
conference in August had been
greatly appreciated by the commu-
nity and done much to reassure it. 

SAJBD delegation raises
concerns with Deputy
Minister Van der Merwe

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

JERUSALEM - Parents who lost
children in terrorist attacks have
asked Israel's Supreme Court to
require public debate on a prisoner
exchange deal.

The bereaved parents and the
Almagor terror victims organisa-
tion petitioned the court on

Tuesday to require full disclosure
of any deal to release captured
Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit, includ-
ing the names of the Palestinian
terrorists to be released in a pris-
oner exchange.

Also on Tuesday, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said no deal

had been made for Shalit's release.
"There is no conclusion, no deci-

sion and no deal," Netanyahu said
during a speech at National Police
headquarters.

He added that any deal would be
open to public scrutiny and a gov-
ernment vote. (JTA)

BEREAVED PARENTS PETITION COURT ON PRISONER DEAL

FAKE BOMB CAUSES PANIC IN TEL AVIV

REPORT: IRAN STILL WILLING TO DEAL ON URANIUM

JERUSALEM - A fake bomb
planted at the Tel Aviv Port as
part of a training exercise,
caused panic.

Ynet reported that an alert cit-
izen on Monday noticed a man

placing a box under a car 
and called police. The area was
roped off and the port was evacu-
ated.

An agent in training who was
supposed to plant a fake bomb

under the car caused the disrup-
tion, according to Ynet. The
newspaper reported that three
employees of one of Israel's secu-
rity agencies were suspended
over the incident. (JTA)

TEHRAN - Iran would send its
uranium to another country for
enrichment if it gets nuclear fuel
in a simultaneous exchange,
according to reports.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast
said in a news conference on
Tuesday that it would send its low-
enriched uranium abroad for fur-
ther enrichment if it received 20
per cent pure uranium processed
abroad at the same time as a guar-
antee, according to reports.

"Iran is not opposed to sending

uranium abroad, but is consider-
ing how to do that," he said.

Under a plan brokered by the
United Nations nuclear watchdog,
the Vienna-based International
Atomic Energy Agency, Iran
would relinquish the bulk of the
uranium it had enriched to low
levels for further enrichment in
Russia and then in France to med-
ical research levels; it then would
be returned.

The process would take about
eight months and effectively would
delay any plans to further enrich

the uranium to bomb-making lev-
els for that amount of time.

Iran rejected the offer last week,
though IAEA head Mohamad
ElBaradei said because it was an
oral and not a written response, he
did not consider it a final answer.

Last Friday, representatives of
the United States met with Britain,
China, France, Russia and
Germany in Brussels to discuss
levying additional sanctions on
Iran and afterward urged Iran to
reconsider the enriched uranium
proposal. (JTA)




