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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
TOLDOT
Rabbi Ilan Raanan
BneiAkiva

SOMETIMES THE world’s great-
est leaders are denied their most
fundamental assets. Take Moses,
our teacher, for instance. What
could be more important than
the faculty of fine speech for
someone charged with the task
of arguing the case for the eman-
cipation of Jewish slaves from
Egyptian bondage? 

This oratory ordeal was super-
seded by the mission of being the
mouthpiece of the Divine in com-
municating the Torah to the
Jewish People and therein call-
ing out to all of humanity to
embrace ethical monotheism.
Yet Moses was denied this facul-
ty, sporting a speech impediment
in its place!

This week’s Parshat Toldot
commences with the summary of
the days of Isaac’s life. As heir to
the Abrahamic legacy bound to
the hallowed duty of passing on a
philosophy of life carrying the
promise of eternity, what could
be more important than continu-
ity?  

And so the Torah mentions

difficulty associated with its man-
ufacturing. Our Sages tell us that
the greatest spiritual gifts are
only truly acquired through
exerting great effort - real gain
only after pain!  

This idea goes beyond mere
appreciation for what we have (a
most worthy attribute in and of
itself !).

This speech impediment and
the double decade of barrenness,
share a common denominator of
major significance. For Moses to
succeed in both tasks with his
handicap would require a miracle.  

A couple who haven’t been able
to have children for 20 years
would likewise require a miracle
to sire offspring. (Miraculous
births seem to run in the family -
Abraham was 100 and Sarah was
90 when Isaac was born!)

The greatest tension between
various religions and between
their respective adherents is root-
ed in the concept of the chosen.
(Judaism is strangely enough
both the source and solution to
this: besides prescribing a com-
prehensive way of life for Jews,
the Torah teaches a system of
seven universal laws through

which all of humanity can
achieve eternity. It is the role of
the chosen to lead humanity to
this eternity.)  

Miraculous success draws
attention to the fact that the
message preached by Moses
was indeed Divine, as was the
selection of Isaac and Rebecca,
to continue the Abrahamic
Line.

Applying this lesson to the
days of our lives - appreciate
what you have, work hard at
whatever you do, never give up -
miracles do happen! And
remember that sometimes
when things don’t go so smooth-
ly, this is all part of the Divine
Plan! 

first up, the days of Isaac’s life,
commencing with his birth to
Abraham - after all, that’s where
it all began. We’d expect an imme-
diate announcement of Isaac’s
heir.  

True enough, this is the focus of
the narrative, yet lo and behold,
the second “first couple” are bar-
ren! For 20 years they languish
without children, praying to the
A-lmighty for offspring. When 
G-d finally grants them what they
so desperately wanted, Rebecca’s
pregnancy is fraught with diffi-
culty.

There are many lessons con-
tained in these seeming anom-
alies. The expense of a commodi-
ty invariably is a function of the

‘The days of their lives’
November 20/3 Kislev
November 21/4 Kislev

Toldot

Starts Ends
18:15 19:13 Johannesburg
18:05 20:11 Cape Town
18:15 19:10 Durban
18:15 19:27 Bloemfontein
18:00 19:42 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:30 East London

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH: NICOLA MILTZ

SANDTON’S POPULAR Mikvah Chanah has
undergone a complete facelift making it one of
the most modern, stylish and contemporary
mikvahs around.

Now women can relax in the intimate, spa-
like atmosphere while piped music is played as
they continue to uphold the age-old spiritual
tradition. 

Dozens of members of the Chabad of
Sandton community, as well as Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein, and other rabbonim,
attended the glamorous ribbon cutting cere-
mony earlier this month.

“On behalf of the South African Jewish
community, I would like to congratulate Rabbi
Yossi Hecht and the community of Chabad of
Sandton on renovating and upgrading their

visit is had by all.”
Mikvah Chanah, named after the late

Rebbe’s mother, was built 14 years ago. This is
its second revamp. 

“It was getting tired and worn, and in order
to attract the women of this area, it was decid-
ed that the mikvah be completely rebuilt, re-
designed and re-vamped,” said Rabbi Hecht of
Chabad of Sandton.

Rebbetzen Raisy Hecht said the idea
behind the renovation was to create an
atmosphere which was as aesthetically
pleasing as spiritually uplifting, “the aim
being that women should feel pampered and
treated, walk in and feel like they are having
some time out, while they are fulfilling the
age-old mitzvah”. 

• For further information regarding mikvah
times and appointments, contact 083-411-5768.

mikvah. A mikvah is the single-most impor-
tant building of Jewish life because it is the
basis of the Jewish marriage and family, and
has been for more than 3 300 years since G-d
gave us the Torah at Mount Sinai.”

Addressing the crowd he said: “This is a real
simcha. A mikvah is the most important build-
ing, without which Jewish life cannot exist. It
is the bedrock upon which everything else is
built.”

Local designer Tessa Stonefield,  said: “The
new and improved Mikvah Chanah boasts a
contemporary and eclectic feel of modern
lines fused with a hint of glamour. 

“Natural stone and walnut surfaces com-
bine with crystal, organic linens, piped music,
bold graphics and floral prints, lead this mik-
vah into an era of contemporary urban chic
ensuring a very comfortable and luxurious

The stylish, newly-renovated
Mikvah Chanah is now in use

Rebbetzin Raisy

Hecht of Chabad

of Sandton and

Rebbetzen Gina

Goldstein, wife

of Chief Rabbi

Warren

Goldstein, cut

the ribbon

unveiling the

stylish, newly

renovated

Mikvah Chanah

at Chabad of

Sandton.
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ON FRIDAY night, Rabbi Osher
Feldman, spiritual leader of the
Gardens Synagogue, ascended the
pulpit and greeted congregants
by exclaiming, tongue-in-cheek:
“Good Yomtov!” The occasion
that had drawn the record
turnout of over 1 200 was the sec-
ond anniversary of Friday Night
Live, an initiative that is held
monthly to encourage the com-
munity to attend shul.    

Special guest at the event was
Western Cape Premier Helen Zille
who spoke at a dinner afterwards
of her Jewish roots - two of her
grandparents were Jewish.
Obviously familiar with a number
of Yiddish expressions, she
referred to family get-togethers in
Germany with “the whole mish-
pocheh” - both the Christian and
Jewish sides - much to the audi-
ence’s amusement. 

She also described the children
sitting behind her as “nachas
machines”.

At question time, Zille covered a
range of topics, including her
excellent relationship with
President Jacob Zuma, the ups and
downs of a politician’s life and her
amazement that Minister of Public
Enterprises Barbara Hogan and
president of the ANC Youth
League Julius Malema, could co-
exist in the same party. 

Since the event took place on
Friday 13, the premier noted in her
speech that 13 was a lucky number
in Judaism, providing several
examples of its significance.  

She also spoke of the important
role - in history and today - of reli-
gious leaders and religious com-
munities in upholding rights and
freedoms across faiths. She made
particular reference to the work of
Helen Suzman and the Progressive
Party, which had been formed 50
years previously to the day. 

Zille also made the specific point
that the party - then and now -
owed a lot to Jewish support.  

Introducing Zille, South African
Jewish Board of Deputies’
President Michael Bagraim, noted
that in the months since her elec-
tion as premier, “we have seen a
whirlwind of activity and certainly
have experienced enormous
growth in governance”. He
referred to a paragraph in “Pirkei
Avot” in which we are told to keep
our distance from government
should it deviate from the ethics of
our teachings. 

“As I stand here tonight I can
safely state that with Premier
Helen Zille at the helm of the
Western Cape government, our

ethics are certainly intact and we
do not need to keep our distance.” 

Each Friday Night Live has a dif-
ferent theme, with a brocha after
the services, which include those
catering for teenagers and chil-
dren. This time congregants and
visitors enjoyed “Sushi and
Scotch” in a magical atmosphere
under a marquee in the Company
Gardens adjacent to the shul,
known as the Mother Synagogue
as it is the oldest in the country,
having been founded in 1841.     

Since being initiated at the
Gardens Synagogue two years ago,
Friday Night Live has been adopt-
ed by shuls around the world,
including Cape Town’s West Coast,
Johannesburg, Sydney, and
Connecticut. At the service, the
rabbi launched what he termed
“the next step” - “Super Shabbos”,
a similar undertaking focusing on
creating a family atmosphere at
shul on Shabbos morning. 

Noting the increase in member-
ship over the last year of close to
100 individuals, he said that the
number of young people and
teenagers becoming involved in
the shul was “very positive and
encouraging”.

The rabbi referred to the
“ruach” at the dinner as “some-
thing special” and akin to “a fami-
ly simchah”, while the anniversary
celebration was described by par-
ticipants as “probably one of the
most amazing Friday nights in
Cape Town’s history”. 

SAJBD President Michael Bagraim, Western Cape Premier Helen Zille

and Rabbi Osher Feldman, spiritual leader of the Gardens

Synagogue, at the second anniversary of Friday Night Live. The pho-

tograph was taken before Shabbat. 

Premier Zille talks about
her Jewish relatives

FEDERAL APPEALS COURT

TO HEAR MEZUZAH CASE

WASHINGTON - A US appeals
court will hear the case of an
Orthodox condo owner whose
condominium association had
temporarily banned the use of
mezuzahs.

Last Friday's ruling by the
Chicago federal court resulted
from a rare rehearing on the
case brought by Lynne Bloch of
Chicago and her family. In
2008, an appeals court panel
had rejected the appeal.

The Blochs' condo associa-
tion had adopted a rule ban-
ning materials of various kinds
outside tenants' doors, which
included their mezuzah.

Nathan Diament, public poli-
cy director for the Orthodox
Union, applauded the court's
ruling.

"We believe that, irrespective
of the facial neutrality of the
condo association's rule, to ban
a Jewish tenant from affixing a
mezuzah ought to be viewed as
a constructive eviction from
their home and thus illegal
under the Fair Housing Act,"
he said. 

"Freedom from religious dis-
crimination in housing must
encompass the freedom to act
in conformity with one's reli-
gious beliefs. The court's ruling
vindicates this view and for
that we are grateful." (JTA)



i n g  t h e  h o m e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e

t a b l e  a t  w h i c h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f

t h e  f a m i l y  s i t  d o w n  f o r  t h e

S h a b b o s  a n d  Y o m t o v  m e a l .

2. A message about reinforc-

ing the truth in the •lightŽ of

G o l d s t o n e  ( R e p o r t )  a n d  o t h e r

i s s u e s  o f a n t i - S e m i t i s m ,  a n d

u r g i n g  t h e m  t o  l i g h t  t h i s  c a n d l e .

3 .  A  m e s s a g e  a b o u t  t h e

H e b r e w  O r d e r  o f D a v i d

I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

The candles will be distrib-

uted free at various shuls, shops,

schools etc. Please contact (011)

6 4 0 - 3 0 1 7 ,  S M S  0 8 2 - 9 6 3 - 4 0 2 8 ,  o r  

e-mail info@hodavid.org to let

H O D  k n o w  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s

required and delivery addresses.

T h e  p r i m a r y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a t

s h u l s  a n d  s c h o o l s ,  w h e r e  m o s t

p e o p l e  a r e  p r e s e n t  o n l y  o n

S h a b b o s ,  w i l l  b e  o f t h e  f l y e r s

w i t h o u t  t h e  c a n d l e s .  H o w e v e r ,

c a n d l e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r

w e e k d a y  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

‘Light one more candle,
namely the candle of truth’

Curpen’s death robs Israel,
Jews of a very good friend

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein and his wife Gina

with guest speakers Dr Mamphela Ramphele

and Helena Glaser.


