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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
CHAYEI
SARAH
Rabbi Ari Shishler
Chabad of Strathavon

THE GREENSTEINS were some-
what traditional Jews, certainly
by suburban American stan-
dards, and wanted to give their
five-year-old daughter a good
education. They had heard glow-
ing reports about the local
Chabad pre-school and enrolled
their daughter. Jessica loved her
new school and especially
enjoyed the mock Shabbat table
each Friday morning. 

A few months into the school
year, Jessica arrived home and
announced to her mother that
she wanted to start lighting
Shabbat candles. Mom dis-
missed Jessica’s suggestion
with a curt “we don’t do that”.
Jessica broached the subject on
the following Friday and per-
sisted for the next few weeks.
Mom’s response remained nega-
tive.

Jessica was determined. One
Friday while her mother was at
work, she convinced the au pair
to walk her to a nearby grocery
store. There she asked the shop
owner if she could buy a

trious mother.
The Torah details how Rebecca

arrived in Israel to meet her hus-
band-to-be. Isaac waited and
watched to see if she would fill
the void left by his mother’s
death. 

“And Yitzchak brought her to
the tent, Sarah his mother. He
took Rivkah, she became his wife
and he loved her.” 

Notice that the Torah does not
tell us that he took her into his
mother’s tent. Instead, it says
that he took her to the tent and
then simply adds “Sarah his
mother”. Our Sages discern here
that Isaac saw his righteous
mother in his new wife. 

Sarah’s home was full of mira-
cles: Her Challah remained fresh
for days, the tent had a constant
aura of holiness and her candles
would miraculously burn from
Friday to Friday. After Sarah’s
death, these miracles ceased and
when Rebecca moved in, they
returned.

The Torah emphasises that
Isaac waited to observe whether
Rebecca could rekindle these
miraculous factors and only then
married her. This indicates that

Rebecca lit Shabbat candles
while she was still single,
implying that single women
should do so too. In fact,
Rebecca was all of three years
old when she met Isaac, so it
makes sense to train young
girls to light Shabbat candles
too. 

Shabbat candles are one of
Judaism’s oldest traditions.
Even when they don’t physical-
ly burn for a week as Sarah’s
and Rebecca’s did, they leave
an aura of tranquillity in your
home for the week. And we
could all do with more light
and warmth in our frenetic
lives. 

Shabbat Shalom.

“Jewish” candle. Not knowing
what to make of her request, the
proprietor sold her a yahrtzeit
candle. 

Mom, getting home at dusk,
was taken aback to find a lit
yahrtzeit candle on the mantel-
piece. Walking in just behind
her, Jessica proudly announced:
“I lit it for you, Mommy!”

Mrs Greenstein hasn’t missed
lighting Shabbat candles since. 

Parshat Chayei Sarah
describes the marriage of Isaac
and Rebecca. Isaac had just lost
his mother, the pious Sarah,
whose home exuded spirituality
and inspiration. He was not sim-
ply looking for a wife; he wanted
a worthy successor to his illus-

Light up the world
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Chayei Sarah

Starts Ends
18:15 19:07 Johannesburg
17:59 20:11 Cape Town
18:10 19:03 Durban
18:15 19:21 Bloemfontein
18:00 19:35 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:23 East London

VITALY GINZBURG, the Russian
physicist who played a key role in the
Soviet Union’s development of the
hydrogen bomb and who later won a
Nobel Prize for his work on the theo-
retical underpinnings of supercon-
ductivity, died in Moscow late Sunday
of cardiac arrest. He was 93 and had
been in ill health for some time. 

He was awarded the Nobel Prize in
2003 for his work on the theoretical
underpinnings of superconductivity.

A pioneering theoretical physicist
who often deprecated his own abilities
in mathematics, Ginzburg made semi-
nal contributions in a number of
areas of physics, including quantum
theory, astrophysics and radioastron-
omy.

A confirmed atheist despite his
Jewish heritage, he was outspoken
against anti-Semitism and firm in sup-
porting the state of Israel. In his later
years, he was highly vocal about what
he and other scientists considered the
“clericalisation” of the Russian state.

In a telegram to Ginzburg’s family,
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev
called him “a remarkable and pur-
pose-driven man who has left us, one
of the greatest physicists of our times,
whose discoveries had a huge impact
on the development of science in our
country and around the world, and
whose professional career and person-
al life are examples of a citizen’s serv-
ice to his homeland”.

That statement seems somewhat
ironic because Ginzburg was
ostracised and refused high-level
clearances throughout most of his
career and was unable to travel
abroad until late in his life because his
wife had been erroneously accused of
participating in a plot to assassinate
Josef Stalin. He often said that it was
only his participation in the 
H-bomb project that saved him from

tan”, was not allowed to move to Sarov
and stayed behind in Moscow to do
thermonuclear calculations. Even-
tually, he lost clearance to do that as
well.

Ginzburg next turned his attention
to superconductivity, the ability of
some materials to carry electricity
without any losses due to friction.
Early work on superconductivity had
yielded few practical results because
even weak magnetic fields interfered
with a material’s ability to conduct
electricity.

With another Russian physicist, Lev
Landau, Ginzburg worked out a series
of equations that correctly predicted a
superconductor’s tolerance for a mag-
netic field and its conductive ability.
Based on Ginzburg and Landau’s
work, physicist Alexei A Abrikosov
developed ways to achieve supercon-
ductivity despite the presence of high
magnetic fields. That work paved the
way for a wide variety of uses, such as
in medical imaging.

In recognition of their work,
Ginzburg and Abrikosov shared the
2003 Nobel Prize in Physics with
Anthony J Leggett, who explained
why helium became a superfluid
when placed in a magnetic field at low
temperatures. Landau, who had
received a Nobel for other work, did
not share in the prize because he had
died and Nobels are not given posthu-
mously.

Nobel Prizewinner Vitaly Ginzburg

has died, age 93.

the firing squad.
The Soviet H-bomb project was ulti-

mately a success through a series of
fortuitous circumstances. In 1948, it
was clear that the Soviet Union would
acquire the atom bomb to compete
with the United States. Some sources
had indicated that America was also
working on a hydrogen bomb, and the
Soviets decided they should make a
similar effort - although it was not ini-
tially considered a high priority.

One of the original team members
was physicist Igor Tamm, head of the
theory department at the Lebedev
Physical Institute in Moscow. Tamm
proposed bringing in his deputy,
Ginzburg, but was initially turned
down. Eventually, however,
Ginzburg’s scientific pedigree out-
weighed his Jewish background and
his wife’s exile, and he was accepted.

Physicist Andrei Sakharov was
placed on the team because he and his
wife had a young child and no place to
live. Project members were given
housing, in this case a single room in a
communal flat

Their inclusion was fortuitous
because the team had little idea how to
proceed. Sakharov suggested using
alternating layers of uranium and fuel
in the bomb. Ginzburg suggested
using lithium-6 as fuel because, when
hit by neutrons, it would release tri-
tium and helium nuclei and signifi-
cant amounts of energy.

“I do not think that either of these
ideas was terribly bright,” Ginzburg
said in a recent interview with the
American Institute of Physics, “but
together they made it possible to cre-
ate the H-bomb.”

Once it was decided to use these two
ideas, the work was moved from
Moscow to what is now the city of
Sarov. Ginzburg, who had been tarred
as a “homeless, stateless cosmopoli-

Nobel laureate Vitaly
Ginzburg dies at age 93
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ISRAELI ARMY CHIEF:

IRAN RADICAL BUT

NOT IRRATIONAL

JERUSALEM - Iran
could change the direc-
tion of its nuclear pro-
gramme, the Israeli
army's chief of staff
says.

"Iran is very radical on
one hand, but on the
other hand you can't say
that it is an irrational
country," Gabi Ashken-
azi told the Knesset's
Foreign Affairs and
Defence Committee on
Tuesday.

Ashkenazi also told
the committee that
Hezbollah was armed
with thousands of mis-
siles that had a range of
about 320 kilometres and
can reach to the south-
ern city of Dimona.

Ashkenazi also con-
firmed that the Israel
Defence Forces was car-
rying out several investi-
gations into the actions
of its soldiers during the
Gaza war and would look
into any other com-
plaints against its sol-
diers.

"I invite all Pales-
tinians to testify if they
have complaints," he
said. "As of now, 60
Palestinians have deliv-
ered their testimonies."
(JTA)
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DAVID SAKS

THE INVESTIGATION instituted by Wits
University into the events that took place 
on campus during the Limmud event on
August 9 this year, has rejected allegations
that Limmud’s security marshals carried out
“racial profiling” against students of colour
and academics in the course of their duties. 

In a report that overwhelmingly vindicated
Limmud, Advocate Geoff Budlender SC did,
however, say that Limmud marshals over-
stepped their authority and appeared “heavy-
handed”. But he found no male fides on their
part.

His 13-page report found that Limmud par-
ticipants were subjected to offensive slurs
and intimidation by those protesting outside
the university. The controversy centred
around the participation on the programme
of Lt-Colonel David Benjamin of the Israeli
Defence Forces, labelled as a “war criminal”
by pro-Palestinian factions on and off cam-
pus. 

Budlender based his conclusions on more
than 70 written submissions received from
those who were present on the day and indi-
vidual interviews with some of the latter
whose testimony was regarded as particular-
ly significant. These included senior mem-
bers of the Wits administration, Limmud,
SAUJS, the SAJBD and the Palestinian
Solidarity Committee. 

The SAJBD has welcomed
Budlender’s findings, saying that the
findings had vindicated all the
essential points it had made in its
own submission. SAJBD National
Director Wendy Kahn, called the
report balanced and thorough, and
felt that Budlender had done “an
excellent job” in getting to the heart
of what had happened, without
being swayed by people’s political
agendas. 

“We were very disturbed that
those protesting against Limmud
resorted to baseless charges of racial
profiling in order to smear our com-
munity. Fortunately, a thorough and
non-partisan investigation has
revealed these to be false,” she said. 

When the racial profiling allega-
tions were first made, Wits Vice-
Chancellor Professor Loyiso
Nongxa, reacted with outrage. In a
letter to the Wits Community (on
August 13), he hastened to apologise
to those who felt so targeted even
before the investigation into what
had actually happened, had been
instituted. 

His letter made no mention of the
counter-allegations - subsequently
confirmed - that Limmud partici-
pants had been abused and insulted,
including being called “Nazis” and

“child killers”. However, following an
approach from the SAJBD calling for the
inquiry to investigate all aspects of the con-
troversy, the inquiry’s terms of reference did
include a reference to alleged “inflammatory
slurs”. 

While Budlender found that at least some
differential treatment of the various people
on campus took place, this was not due to the
Limmud organisers having “a policy of treat-
ing members of different racial groups in a
different manner”, but to other factors related
to the particular circumstances of the pre-
vailing situation. 

While a number of the submissions made,
sought to deny any untoward behaviour on
the part of protesters outside the university
gates, he confirmed that these had indeed
“engaged in inflammatory and offensive slurs
of people who were attending the confer-
ence”. 

Budlender took cognisance of the point
made by Limmud in its written submission
that the “vehemence” of the protest and the
charged nature of the atmosphere on the day,
had given rise to legitimate concerns that the
Limmud conference might be disrupted.

While rejecting the racial profiling accusa-
tion, Budlender nevertheless found that the
Limmud marshals had gone beyond their
function solely of identifying Limmud partic-
ipants and taken on an enlarged “security”

function. They were not trained to
carry out such a function in a situa-
tion so highly charged, and were by
their very nature too obviously parti-
san to be able to effectively keep the
peace between the disputing parties. 

In addition to over-reaching the
bounds of their authority, moreover,
several marshals had come across as
heavy-handed in the way they dealt
with the public. Budlender conclud-
ed that in general the marshals “do
not appear to have appreciated the
consequences of the manner in
which they performed their func-
tions”. 

Late in the afternoon of Saturday,
August 8, the Palestinian Solidarity
Committee informed the administra-
tion that it would be holding a protest
demonstration on campus the follow-
ing day. Because of the late notice,
Acting Vice-Chancellor Professor
Belinda Bozzoli refused to grant per-
mission for this, but the PSC went
ahead anyway. 

A large part of Budlender’s 13-
page report addressed the question
of what the university’s policy was
regarding protest gatherings on cam-
pus. He concluded that there were
“grey areas” which were easily
exploited, or which resulted in con-
flict because of different understand-
ings of what the rules were. 

Budlender’s report
vindicates Limmud’s
actions at Wits 
campus conference
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