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Quality education: Pandor
calls for SABJE partnership
EDUCATION MINISTER Naledi Pandor said teachers were once the most respected and valued members
of the community. “Our aim is to rebuild their social status... together with social partners such as the
South African Board of Jewish Education we can make quality public education a reality in South Africa.
If we can pool our intellectual resources, we can definitely make a difference.”  SEE PAGE 8-9

Adm Mike Mullen, chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, left, told TV host Charlie Rose on his PBS programme, that Israel and the United

States agreed on more than they disagreed when it came to Iran’s suspected nuclear weapons programme. “We’re in agreement and have

been for, oh, the better part of the last six months or so...”(CREDIT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE)  SEE PAGE 11
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

Parshat
Vayakheil/
Pekudei 
Rabbi Greg Alexander
Temple Israel West Coast,
Milnerton.

our lives that there was no room
for anything else. But think back to
the beginning of the book of
Exodus. The Israelite slaves,
crushed by their labours, so dis-
tant and separated from G-d that
their cries seemed to have no
answer.  

In the mind of the mystic com-
mentator Ramban, Nachmanides,
the completion of the Mishkan
marks the end of the first exile of
the Jewish people. The presence of
the Tabernacle in their midst
marked a reunification with G-d.
And it is one that prefigures all
other exiles in the life of the nation
and for that matter of each individ-
ual Jew.  

Our life is a journey of return
from Exile, a cycle that needs to
come back to its root.

There are so many of us who
question the presence of G-d in
this world. Where can I find G-d?
Why can’t I feel more connected?
Why is this world in such a mess?
Why do I feel so empty, so alone,
such despair?

One midrash on Parshat
Bereishit states that the world was
left unfinished by G-d deliberately
so that we could be involved in its
completion. Every building we
build, every act we undertake,
every gesture we make, every word
we speak should be seen as a step

Vayakheil/Pekudei, the double
portion that concludes the book of
Shmot (Exodus). In a few months
we have moved from slavery to
plagues to parted sea to thunder
and lightning and Revelation, to
golden calf and shattered tablets
to the construction and dedica-
tion of the Mishkan, the portable
sanctuary that would follow the
children of Israel in the next 40
years of their wanderings in the
desert.

The scrolls turn, the story
moves, and here we are at the end
of another book of the Torah.

“When Moses had finished the
work, the cloud covered the Tent of
Meeting, and the Divine Presence
filled the Tabernacle - so much so
that Moses could not enter the
Tent of Meeting.” (Ex 40:33)

Imagine G-d being so present in

JEWS PREFER circles to lines.
Judaism is just not a linear reli-
gion. Think bagels rather than
spaghetti!  

But I am really talking about cir-
cles in time. If you look up in the
sky tonight you will see a sliver of a
moon as the cycle of the lunar
month slowly closes. On the calen-
dar, the month of Adar is ending.
Purim has come and gone. The
cycle of the moon, of the seasons, of
the months of the year, is moving
on.  

This Shabbat is Shabbat
HaChodesh, the Shabbat that
announces the arrival of the month
of Nissan and the approach of
Pesach. The festival cycle is turning
once again. Hamentaschen and
graggers away, scrubbing brushes
and spring cleaning equipment out.

So this Shabbat marks a conclu-
sion, an ending - Adar is finishing.
But it also marks a beginning. We
anticipate Nissan, we look forward
to Pesach, the festival of our free-
dom. We dust off the haggadot and
make sure the children are practis-
ing “Mah Nishtanah”.

And there is yet another cycle
that is turning in the year - the
cycle of the Torah readings.   

The Torah portion this week is
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RITA LEWIS

THE 96th WIZO Annual General
Meeting held in the auditorium at
Beyachad in Johannesburg recent-
ly, was the swansong for Molly
Jayes who has been at the helm of
the organisation for the past three
years. After presenting her report
to the gathering, she received a
standing ovation for all her efforts
and endeavours in leading the
organisation to the heights it has
attained. Jayes is succeeded by Zee
Bergman.

Sandy Kramer, WIZO’s organis-
ing secretary, welcomed the crowd
of some 80 women and 10 men who
included luminaries such as Rabbi
Anthony Gerson, Israel Centre’s
Ofer Dahan, Gavin Jeffry from
Bridges for Peace, Avrom Krengel,
chairman of the SAZF and Maish
Zimmerman, chairman of Telfed
(SAZF Israel).

Rabbi Gerson gave a short Dvar
Torah after noting an interesting
fact that “a guest sits awhile but
sees a mile”. He was referring to
the fact that the names of those
who are not present at meetings
are always read out, yet the names
of those present are not men-
tioned.

Many good wishes were received
for the coming year, including
those from Avrom Krengel who
said it was an incredible achieve-
ment for an organisation to be
around for almost a century. “This
is what it is to be a Jew... We are
proud South Africans but also
proud Jews.”

He said WIZO’s work was more
relevant than it had ever been. “We

will ensure that the Israel that we
love and fought for will be safe and
prosperous.”

Telfed’s Maish Zimmerman
commended the organisation for
giving assistance to those unable to
help themselves.

Israel Centre’s Ofer Dahan, one
of the beneficiaries of WIZO’s
efforts, said that 500 people had
made aliyah in 2008 “and another
group will be leaving in July and a
fourth one after that”. He added
that “the Israel Centre could never
have done it without you all”.

Debbie Mankowitz was the guest
speaker and gave an interesting
talk on her family’s roots.

Jayes thanked all the speakers,
saying that WIZO was the foremost
women’s organisation and there-
fore commanded the highest stan-

dards. “These are maintained in
the conceptualisation, planning,
finding, building and staffing of its
more than 800 facilities in Israel.

“To be able to exert pressure in
the Knesset on matters such as
welfare, education and women’s
empowerment, and to enjoy cor-
dial relations with the offices of
both the president and the prime
minister, is testimony to the
esteem in which WIZO is held.”

She spoke of the things which
had created headlines during her
term of office; two wars, the
Katyusha rockets, the government
scandals, the inauguration of a
new president, former President
Arik Sharon still in a coma, “but
we live in hope for the day when we
read ‘Peace comes to Israel’.” 

She spoke of the “slew of new

projects which have been opened
and improved on”, many of which
had been visited by dignitaries
such as Kadima leader Tzipi Livni,
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, etc.

She listed some 30 WIZO branch-
es and contributors and allotted
them all “awards” for the things
they had specialised in. Some of
these were for “enthusiasm and
glamour”, the Aviv Latet branch
for new ideas and exciting projects;
“Paparazzi and appeal” to Aviv
Simcha for the Bride of the Year
function; “Cultural topics” to
Elphin Lodge for interesting dis-
cussions; “Culinary contributions”
to Rishon for their cookery book;
“Perfect presentations” to Elise
Gift Shop; “Issuing certificates” to
Sydenham East - to name but a few.

Bergman the incoming chair-
man said “it is with a sense of
humility that I take on the chair-
manship of this very important
organisation”.

She thanked the council and
executive “for the confidence they
have in me to lead WIZO
Johannesburg. I look to them to
guide me and most importantly, I
look to you, the volunteers, for
your help and support.

“We are proud of who we are and
what we stand for. We are proud of
what we have accomplished in the
past and what we shall accomplish
in the future and I look forward to
working with you all.” 

Certificates were awarded to
Gary Friedman and Ido Sirton for
their catering services, to guest
speaker Debbie Mankowitz and
Rabbi Gerson.

The incoming committee; Front row: Janine Rabbie, Andrea Wainer,

Sylvia Berzack, Zee Bergman (chairman) Nava Gonen, Gertie

Feinstein, Isarae Seeff, Hazel Crown

Middle row: Anat Shevel, Mushe Kirsh, Marcia Parness, Lorraine

Rosmarin, Molly Jayes, Raya Ravid, Sandra Mindel, Shoshi Shachar,

Crystal Kaplan, Lorna Nudelman, Yvonne Jawitz, Annette Price

Back Row: Ethel Amoils, Lee Joffe, Marion Brivik, Naomi Dinur,

Shelley Konforti

Molly Jayes leaves a strong WIZO behind

on the road of return, as an act of
repair and completion.  

When we make this world holy
through inspiration, comfort,
healing, optimism, then we make
ourselves more holy, more com-
plete. And every day we have the
chance to be partners with G-d in
that holy work, to take the cycles
and spirals of the Jewish year and
lift them higher, ever higher, and
bring ourselves closer to the place
that we long to be.

This Shabbat is a day of transi-
tions, of endings and beginnings.
Our lives, too, can move from
moments of fullness, richness, joy,
to moments of emptiness, void,
sadness, and, please G-d, back
again to fullness.

Just like the cycle of the moon.
Just like the cycle of the books of
the Torah. Just like the cycle of
the festivals.
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

STUDY SUGGESTS A MORE LIBERAL EUROPEAN JEWRY

BERLIN - European Jewish leaders
believe that conversion, intermarriage
and communal membership, should be
dealt with more liberally, a new study
finds.

In a survey of 251 Jewish leaders in
Europe conducted last autumn, 85 per
cent of respondents felt it was "not a good
idea to strongly oppose intermarriage
and bar intermarried Jews and their
spouses from communal membership". 

Most European Jewish communities
now allow only those with a Jewish moth-
er or an Orthodox conversion to be count-
ed.

The results of the pan-European sur-
vey, which was sponsored by the
American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee's International Centre for
Community Development, were released
late on Sunday by the JDC. The Gallup
Europe survey included respondents
from 31 countries.

In more survey results, fewer than 27
per cent of respondents felt that only
those who were born to a Jewish mother
or who have undergone an Orthodox con-
version should be allowed to become a

member of the community. 
Even among those describing them-

selves as Orthodox or Modern Orthodox,
43 per cent believed that those who have
undergone conversion under rabbinic
supervision from any denomination
should be allowed to join. 

Similarly, 46 per cent of Orthodox
respondents agreed that one Jewish par-
ent was enough to justify membership in
communal organisations.

While many younger Jewish leaders
expressed pessimism about Jewish life in
Europe, the vast majority of all respon-
dents agreed that Europe was a safe place
for Jews to live, with only 15 per cent of
those under 40 and 5 per cent of those
over 55 disagreeing.

Supporting Israel was the third highest
priority among respondents, but nearly
half said they were sometimes "ashamed"
by the actions of the Israeli government. 

Also, about 75 per cent agreed at least
somewhat that events in Israel sometimes
led to an increase of anti-Semitism in
their countries. Respondents, however,
expressed strong support for Israel over-
all. (JTA)

DAVID SAKS

PARTICIPANTS in a lively “Open
Evening” for the Jewish communi-
ty on Tuesday took full advantage
of the opportunity to pose various
pointed questions to the SAJBD
leadership over how it was dealing
with the kind of pressing chal-
lenges facing South African Jewry. 

Among the issues discussed
were the (Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs) Fatima Hajaig
incident and other cases of anti-
Semitic rhetoric by those in official posi-
tions, how the Jewish leadership should be
positioning itself on the Middle East ques-
tion in light of recent events in Gaza and the
SAJBD’s interaction with government as the
community’s designated representative. 

The views expressed covered a wide spec-
trum of opinion, from both left and right.
There were some who objected strongly to
the fact that the Board had co-signed a state-
ment strongly supporting Israel’s Gaza
incursion since this was not a view support-
ed by a significant part of the community it
claimed to represent. 

A contrary opinion was that it was the sig-
natories to statements declaring Israel’s
actions to be “disproportionate and inhu-
mane” that should be called on to apologise
to the Jewish community. 

Others, while recognising that the
SAJBD’s primary task was to represent the
local Jewish community, said that the Board
should never shy away from its duty to speak
out on behalf of Jews who were in danger
anywhere in the world, and that very much
included Israel. 

In his opening remarks, SAJBD National
Chairman Zev Krengel said that the last 18
months had been a difficult time for the
country. This was particularly true in the
political sphere, where a series of extraordi-
nary developments, including the dramatic
fall of (former President) Thabo Mbeki, had
turned the prevailing order on its head. 

While resulting in considerable uncertain-
ty, this had also been indicative of democra-
cy in action (he liked to joke in this connec-

tion that the two countries best
exemplifying this were South
Africa and Israel). 

Several speakers contested the
Board’s handling of the Fatima
Hajaig incident, saying that in any
normal democracy, someone who
made public anti-Semitic state-
ments as she had done, would
have been forced to resign. 

Krengel acknowledged that
Hajaig’s resignation would have
been the ideal remedy.
Nevertheless, the fact that she had

been exposed in the media, hauled over the
coals by Cabinet and the president himself
and compelled to issue an unequivocal apol-
ogy, were important accomplishments.

He commented further that the signifi-
cance of publicly apologising in the context
of post-1994 South Africa, as the Truth and
Reconciliation process had showed, should
never be underestimated.   

One speaker questioned the wisdom of
Krengel having written in his Jewish Report
column that the Jewish community “boxed
above its weight” in South Africa, saying
that not only was this not true, but that it
gave credence to conspiracy theorists who
claimed that Jews controlled everything. 

Krengel responded that there was a big
difference between legitimately seeking to
influence government, which was accepted
democratic practice everywhere in the
world, and the kind of pernicious, behind-
the-scene control that anti-Semites were
alleging. In the former regard, the SAJBD
unquestionably enjoyed a degree of open
access to government at all levels that belied
the small size of the constituency it repre-
sented. 

Through the political relationships it had
built, the SAJBD had been able to obtain a
letter from ANC President Jacob Zuma offi-
cially endorsing the party’s support for a
“two-state solution” to the Middle East con-
flict. Given how bitterly certain sectors of
the population opposed this, it was a major
achievement, and had been described as
such by outgoing Israel Ambassador Ilan
Baruch.  

SAJBD covers broad spectrum
at lively ‘Open Evening’

SAJBD National

Chairman Zev

Krengel.




