www.sajewishreport.co.za

- SEE PAGE 16

ewish Re

Friday, 05 June 2009 / 13 Sivan 5769

SOUTH AFRICAN

J

www.sajewishreport.co.za

I Volume |13 Number 20

e en s f ABSA JEWISH GOOD
BEST FACTORY PRIcES ACHIEVERS EXCITING READING
Vish os I M -::ff“uf: i For bookings and nominations, go to

Supporting Abbas: Is Obama
backing the wrong horse?

PAGE 10

DAVIS: Jews
should help
defend our
Constitution/ 11

SHAVUOT COMES ALE Rabi Yc;ssi Hecht celebrates Shavuot, th giving of the Torah
to the Jews at Mount Sinai, with pupils at Chabad Sandton
AT CHABAD SANDTON (PHOTO: NICOLA MILTZ)

YOUTHTALK/ 18-19 SPORTS/24 LETTERS/14 CROSSWORD & BRIDGE /20

SAKS: Does ‘left’
and ‘right’ still
have any real
meaning? /11

The ME: Justice
Goldstone’s

greatest
challenge?/ 10

Poland’s Jewish
heritage is about
more than death
/117

Two Jewish
Americans tackle
Africa by bike / 3

IFP’s Ruth
Rabinowitz ends
her 15 year
parliamentary
career/4

Unterhalter:
Zuma judgment
raises more than
just eyebrows / 9

COMMUNITY BUZZ /7 WHAT'SON/20

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND

Now is the time to invest in...

Land for development
Property for B&B or guest house
Holiday home or investment

Property in Israel, Australia or Mauritius
A property in sunny South Africa
A rental or tenant

Visit www.firzt.co.za or call us and we'll direct you!

REALTY

Denese Zaslanskyw

FIRZT

COMPANY

Denese Zaslansky

Natasha van Eeden

011 731 0300




2 SA JEWISH REPORT

05 - 12 June 2009

1 L]

Jewish Report
Published by

S A Jewish Report (Pty) Ltd,

Suite 175, Postnet X10039,
Randburg, 2125

Tel: 011-886-0162

Fax: 011-886-4202

Printed by Caxton Ltd

EDITOR - Geoff Sifrin
geoffs@icon.co.za

Sub-Editor - Paul Maree

Senior Reporter - Rita Lewis
jont@global.co.za

Sports Editor - Jack Milner
jackmilner@telkomsa.net

Books Editor - Gwen Podbrey

Arts Editor - Robyn Sassen
info@frodo.co.za

Cape Town correspondent
Moira Schneider: 021-794-4206

Pretoria correspondent
Diane Wolfson: 082-707-9471

ADMINISTRATION MANAGER
Melvyn Jaye

MANAGER: SALES AND DISTRIBUTION
Britt Landsman: brittl@global.co.za

Sales Executives - (011) 886-0162
Britt Landsman: 082-292-9520
Tammy Freedman: 082-820-0509
Manuela Bernstein: 082-951-3838

Freelance Sales Executives
Marlene Bilewitz & Assoc: 083-475-0288

Classified Sales
jrclassified@global.co.za

Design and layout
Frankie Matthysen
Nicole Matthysen

Website
IC-Creations

Subscription enquiries
Avusa Publishing (Pty) Ltd
Tel: 0860-13-2652

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Honourable Abe Abrahamson (Chair-
man), Stan Kaplan (Acting Chairman)
Issie Kirsh (Deputy Chairman), Marlene
Bethlehem, Russell Gaddin, Norman
Lowenthal, Bertie Lubner, Benjy Porter,
Herby Rosenberg, Howard
Sackstein.

Mr Justice Meyer Joffe
(Chair, editorial comm)

PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Needed: the gift of peace

THIS WEEK’S Torah portion
comes from the book of Numbers
Chapter 4:21 through Chapter 7:
89 and is known as Naso, take. It
refers to G-d’s command to Moses
to take a census of those who are
involved in the service of the
Tent of Meeting.

In addition there are several
regulations in the portion which
are designed to insure the holi-
ness of the community. These
include an ordeal which is
imposed on a woman who is sus-
pected of adultery by her hus-
band and rules governing those
who take Nazarite vows.

The portion also contains the
words of the well-known priestly
blessing about which I will com-
ment momentarily.

It would, however, be appropri-
ate for me to mention at this point
that, although this portion is read
this week in traditional Diaspora
congregations, there is a differ-
ence among Progressive congre-
gations worldwide and those tra-
ditional congregations which are
in the State of Israel who do not
celebrate two days of Shavuot.

This is so because, as most of

PARSHAT
NASO

J' Rabbi Ann Folb
SAUP/I

Bet Menorah,
Pretoria

you know, there is a special Torah
reading assigned to the second
day of Shavuot which takes prece-
dence over what might ordinarily
be read on that day, since it is also
Shabbat.

This discrepancy will continue
until July 4 when the traditional
double portion of Chukat/Balak
will bring us back together again.

As I have mentioned already,
perhaps the most well-known
verses in our portion come from
Numbers 6: 22-27 which is other-
wise known as the “priestly bene-
diction” since it is commanded to
Aaron by which he and his sons
should bless the people. It is three
short lines:

“The L-rd bless and keep you!

“The L-rd deal kindly and gra-
ciously with you!

“The L-rd bestow His favour
upon you and grant you peace!”

A great deal has been written
about these words which are
used regularly in both Jewish
and Christian liturgy. Most
revolve around the manner in
which G-d will bless and deal
kindly with people.

I think, however, that what is
most urgently needed in this
troubled time is that which the
last line implies and that is the
gift of peace.

For each of us, peace may
mean something different. Our
rabbis say: “Peace is a precious
thing, since for all the deeds and
meritorious acts which our
father Abraham accomplished,
the only reward given to him was
peace. But though shalt go to
your fathers in peace. [Gen. 15].

“Likewise in the case of our
father Jacob you find that he
sought peace from the Omni-
present, ‘so that I come back to
my father’s house in peace.’
[Ibid].”

Each received peace according
to his need. The Hebrew word for
peace is shalom whose root is

SHABBAT TIMES

June 05 /13 Sivan

June 06 /14 Sivan

Erev Shabbat

Starts ends

17:06 17:57  Johannesburg
17:27 18:21 Cape Town
16:46 17:38 Durban

17:07 17:59 Bloemfontein
16:58 17:52 Port Elizabeth
16:51 17:45 East London

Whether of an external or
internal nature, wholeness is
that attribute which makes for a
sense of well-being, of knowing
that all is right with us and the
world and hopefully in our rela-
tionship with G-d.

Our ancestors understood that
Shabbat offered a special oppor-
tunity to achieve that sense of
wholeness as we wish each other
a Shabbat Shalom, a Sabbath of
peace when we greet each other
on that day.

It is my hope that we will all
take full advantage of the oppor-
tunity for peace which Shabbat
offers. In that manner and with
our collective effort, the world

can become a better place for all
of us. That will be the true fulfil-
ment of Aaron’s blessing.

Shin Lammed Mem which is usu-
ally translated to mean whole-
ness.

Maria
Ramos.

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Women of the World is 10 years old

WOMEN OF the World will this Sunday, June
7, celebrate a decade of dedication to the
community with a spectacular gala banquet

at the Sandton Sun.

Group Chief Executive.

(ie women);

WoW said in a media release that the
function will be attended by leadership
from across the South African communi-
ty. Guest speaker is Maria Ramos, Absa

The function will include a charity auc-
tion and the drawing of winners of the
massive “Lots of Distinction” raffle.

WoW was formed in 1999 as a
response to the general pessimism in
South Africa and has since become an

innovative, much-admired and lead-
ing organisation in our community.
It is made up of a vibrant group of

women from a cross-section of the
South African community.

WoW is dedicated to a three-

pronged mission statement:
“Nurturing the Nurturers”
“Patrons
Education” and “Promoting a

Positive South Africa”.

In this, WoW’s 10th year, “these objectives take on new
meaning along with a new urgency to be able to continue
its good work despite the negative economic climate
world wide.”

Founder and chairman, Rochel Goldman, says the 10
years have flown by and been absolutely exhilarating.
“We’ve inspired women to go back and inspire their own
families and communities.

“We’ve been privileged to make a genuine difference to
many schools, both in the Jewish community and in
Soweto. And we’ve made people think twice before they
put down their own country. We’ve always emphasised
the positive.”

The dinner is by reservation only but the “Lots of
Distinction” draw is open to the public.

A stunning array of prizes include a Jeep Cherokee 4x4,
two business class tickets to Israel, holidays, furniture,
electronics, imported sterling silver Judaica, toys for
boys, girls and kids and much more.

These can be viewed at Sandton Sun Hotel on Sunday
June 7 from 11:00 to 15:00, alternatively, on the website
www.womenoftheworld.org.za
of » For more information on the dinner (or to book your
place) or on the draw, contact Mandy on 083-380-5268.

New stamps issue
celebrates Con Hill's

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

art collection

Constitutional Court Judge, Justice Albie Sachs, launched an
exciting series of commemorative stamps which celebrate
artworks in the Constitutional Court building in
Johannesburg. The official release of the stamps is today,
June 5 with the stamps available at selected Post Offices
countrywide. The stamps will serve as mini ambassadors of
South Africa as they travel around the world when people
send their letters. (PICTURE BY LETTIE FERREIRA.)

UPGOMING FEATURES 2009....

June 12
Balfour Park Re-launch
Contact:Tammy Freedman

TO ADVERTISE TEL: (011) 886-0162 for more information

July 3
The Golden Years
Contact: Marlene & Barry Bilewitz

July 17
The Jewish Bridal Guide
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Making sure Africa prejudices aren’t recycled

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

TWO INTREPID American col-
lege students are taking it upon
themselves to “fight Western
prejudices about Africa” by
cycling 4 500 kilometres through
some of its rugged terrain.

New Yorker Eric Silverman, 21,
and Aaron Bodansky, 22, who
hails from Seattle, Washington,
are setting off on June 11 and
plan to cycle through Botswana,
Zambia, Malawi and Tanzania
before reaching their destination
of Nairobi, Kenya in mid-August.

The pair are studying at the
University of Cape Town for a
semester. Bodansky comments
that he was motivated to come
here because he figured the
media representation of Africa
was probably pretty inaccurate
and wanted to see for himself
what it was actually like.

Since arriving, he has trav-
elled to the Kruger National
Park, Namibia and Zambia with
his father, who was unnerved at
the boys’ proposed expedition
and had come out to investigate.

“He got to see that people in
the rural regions are really gen-
erous, nice people - they’re not
targeting Americans and stuff,”
he said.

Silverman says a lot of his
family and friends were also
“very freaked out” about him
travelling through Africa, espe-
cially on a bicycle. “I got an e-
mail or two a day telling me I
shouldn’t go.

“Since no-one else in my fami-
ly has actually been to Africa,
they don’t really know what it’s
like. They just see it through the

media and through movies - that
was part of our incentive to trav-
el through Africa and document
what we’re doing.

“We’re also going to call back
to our organisation and they’re
going to update our blog and put
pictures up and show that we’re
not actually going to get killed or
anything. It’s just going to be
great trip, we’re going to interact
with different local cultures and
try and dispel these myths and
prejudices about all of Africa
being violent.”

In preparation for the trip,
they have adopted a rigorous
training schedule and, according
to Silverman, “ride up and down
the mountain a lot”. While they
have no fear of humans along
the way, they will be taking
“basic precautions” against wild
animals “like not leaving meat
next to your tent while you’re
sleeping”, says Bodansky.

They will be going solo, so to
speak, with no support vehicle
following them. This means that
everything they need such as
medical kits and a tent will be
transported on their bikes. They
will have a satellite phone with
them in case of emergency.

The pair hopes through the
ride to raise money for Chosa, a
charity for children and youth at
risk in South Africa, with which
they are both currently involved.
They have formed a non-profit
organisation, Cycle for Under-
standing, with its own website
through which the public can
make donations - www.cycle-
forunderstanding.org

“The goal of our organisation
and the bike trip is to fight
Western prejudices about
Africa,” Bodansky says. “Even

American students Eric Silverman (left) and Aaron Bodansky plan to
cycle through Africa to correct misconceptions about the continent.

educated people like our parents
didn’t really understand until
they came here.

“The media only picks up on
violence and wars and popular
movies like Blood Diamonds and
Hotel Rwanda depicting lots of
dangerous things in Africa - you
never get to see normal, every-
day Africa. I think gaining an
awareness of what it is really like

could make a really big differ-
ence.

“Part of the reason the West is
so reluctant to jump in with aid
money is, I think, that maybe
there’s a subconscious belief in
the Western world that Africa’s a
self-destructive place. We're try-
ing to get as many people as pos-
sible to see another side,” he
says.
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STOLEN JERUSALEM
ANTIQUITY RETURNED

JERUSALEM - A stone that
disappeared 12 years ago from
a Jerusalem excavation site,
has been returned.

The 46-pound fragment of a
1 200-year-old marble column,
which disappeared from an
excavation south of the
Temple Mount in 1997, was
returned to Israel in a wooden
crate specially constructed
for the antiquity, according to
the Israel Antiquities
Authority.

The antiquity was returned
after the authority received
an e-mail from a clergyman in
New York state saying that a
member of his congregation
confessed to stealing it from
the site while an archaeology
student on an organised trip
to Israel.

"For the past twelve years
since then, rather than
remind me of the prayer for
Jerusalem, I am reminded of
the mistake I made when I
removed the stone from its
proper place in Israel. I am
asking for your forgiveness,"
said a letter that accompanied
the antiquity when it was
returned this week.

The stone will be returned
to the archaeological garden
from which it was taken. No
action will be taken against
the repentant thief. (JTA)
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2 BUSINESS CLASS TICKETS TO ISRAEL

HOLIDAYS, FURNITURE, ELECTRONICS,
STERLING SILVER JUDAICA, TOYS AND

MUCH, MUCH MORE!

ON VIEW AT SANDTON SUN HOTEL

SUNDAY 7 JUNE 11AM - 3PM

AND ON OUR WEBSITE

WWW.WOMENOFTHEWORLD.ORG.ZA
OR CALL MANDY 083 380 5268

Jeep |\

JEEP CHEROKEE 3.7 V6 SPORT AUTO
LEGENDARY 4X4 CAPABILITIES
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(WINNER NEED
NOT BE PRESENT)

World Premiere Solidarity Concert

presented by
The JNF of SA & the SAZF

COLIN SCHACHAT (israel) =

4

o

STEVEN LEAS {Londﬂn}

Harmony &
Singers

3pm 28June2009

Bookings: Sharon - (011) 645-2541

AZIl SCHWAHTZ [Israel]

aymond Goldstein
Musical Director and Arranger

Speclal guests
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