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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
VAYISHLACH
Rabbi Samuel Suchard
Beth Hamedrash Hagadol,
Sandton

WHEN ALBERT Einstein was
working on the theory of relativ-
ity, he remarked: “If I succeed
then the French will say I am a
Frenchman, the Germans will
say I am a German, and the
English will say I am an
Englishman. However, if I do not
succeed they will all say that I
am a Jew!”

Throughout the ages, Jews and
Judaism have been on the receiv-
ing end of the nations of the
world.

The forerunner of the conflict
between Jews and the nations
was the competition between
Jacob and Esau ending in a
wrestling match between the
guardian angel of Esau and
Jacob. Jacob was victorious and
the angel asked him what is his
name. Then he told him that his

Jacob’s question, according to
Rabbi Chaim D Keller (Rosh
Yeshivah Telshe Chicago), was
how do we define Esau’s hate and
antagonism to the Jewish people.
Perhaps we can understand it and
even remedy it. 

The angel answered: “My name
is hidden, it changes throughout
the generations.” Anti-Semitism
manifested itself during Greek
rule as Hellenism; during the
Middle Ages, Jews were expelled
from England and Spain; then
came Communism, socialism,
Nazism and in our contemporary
times, a new twist. 

The Israeli army is a menace to
society and must be tried for war
crimes: a new “ism”. There is
always the hate for the Jew, it is
just guised in different garbs.
Suffice to quote the Medrash:

“Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said
it is a halacha known that Esau
hates Jacob.” (Rashi Bereishit
33:4)

It is written that Jacob fought
the angel until daybreak and
conceded defeat. Please G-d that
dawn is near and all our enemies
and indeed the entire world will
recognise the sovereignty of
Israel in Eretz Yisrael and there
will be an everlasting messianic
peace.

name will be called Yisrael. 
Jacob asked the angel for his

name. The angel answered: “Why
do you ask my name?” and he
blessed him. Rashi quotes the
Medrash that “we have no set
name, our name changes accord-
ing to our missions”. (Rashi,
Medrash, Bereishit 32:30)

By Jacob being called Yisrael,
he was given the assurance of
being a nation to be recognised.
Yet, even until this day the Arabs
refuse to recognise this.

Jacob and Esau and the final redemption
December 4/17 Kislev
December 5/18 Kislev

Vayishlach

Starts Ends
18:15 19:24 Johannesburg
18:16 20:24 Cape Town
18:15 19:22 Durban
18:15 19:39 Bloemfontein
18:15 20:09 Plettenberg Bay
17:47 19:56 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:43 East London

ROMY SALANT

“HE MAY be rude and sometimes
crude, but at the heart of it he is a
sensitive soul,” Rabbi Yossy
Goldman said of South African
radio icon Jeremy Mansfield this
past Friday night when Mansfield
joined Sydenham Shul Friday
Night Club’s young adults at a spe-
cial Shabbos dinner. 

Mansfield gave his young audi-
ence much to think about when he
talked to them about the giving of
charity.

In honour of the first-ever
Chanukah Wish to be granted on
Highveld FM as part of the 94.7
Christmas Wishlist, Mansfield was
invited to celebrate this mitzvah
with the young adults club of
Sydenham Shul. 

Previous to the event Mansfield
announced his visit to the Shul on
air: “Even though it’s Friday night,
the night before my wife’s birthday,
I will happily come along to
Sydenham Shul,  I have a yarmi it
used to belong to Fatty Sacks - it’s
the biggest yarmi in the world.” 

Mansfield on the Friday night
arrived at the shul in time for pho-
tographs before Shabbos and sat in
the front row at shul where he sang
along to Lecha Dodi enjoying the
singing of Chazzan Yudi Cohen
and the Sydenham Choir. 

As he was enjoying the service, a
young member of the congregation
asked to swop his yarmulke with
Mansfield’s - and the radio host
kindly obliged. But to the disap-
pointment of the child, it was not
the “biggest yarmi in the world.”  

In real Jewish style, taking
Mansfield up on his chutzpadik
comment to wear the largest
yarmi, Rebbetzen Rochel Goldman
organised a large hand-painted
yarmulke with the name Jeremy
and the 94.7 logo painted on it as
one of the gifts presented to
Mansfield at the Shabbos dinner. 

Mansfield is known for his often
uncouth sense of humour and bois-
terous attitude, but on Friday
night, as he addressed the nearly
300 young adults that gathered for
Shabbos dinner, he showed that
despite his macho braggadocio
image, he is well versed in the prin-
ciples of empathy, mitzvah and
tzedakah. 

He shared his inspiring views on
the importance of charity saying:
“you do the work that you do to
bring purpose and meaning to your
life. But to add value to somebody
else’s life means you going forward
in your life”. 

This ethos of charity starts at
home, he says, which can be any
place where you derive comfort
and strength, this can be your
house, community or country.
“Your home is what you make it in
your head. No one can describe
what charity is; charity is what you
make of it and want to make of it,
but you have to give, otherwise you
short change yourself.” 

Mansfield spoke with sincerity
as he candidly answered the audi-
ence’s questions late into the night.
He spoke openly about his cancer
and the challenges and frustra-
tions he has been forced to face. 

His positive attitude was uplift-
ing and the audience was touched
by his experience. 

Mansfield said “95 per cent of
your problems are in your mind
and the only way you sort them out
is through positivity”.

He explained that there were
times undergoing his chemothera-

py  where he was ready to throw in
the towel, “but you cannot wilt”, he
said. “You have to remain positive...
a lot of the things we do right, we
do so because we approach them
from the right frame of mind.”  

But it was not all serious, true to
Mansfield’s personality he
approached each topic with a light-
hearted humour with jokes and
Yiddish anecdotes that kept the
audience laughing. 

Mansfield’s ability to make light
of difficult and sensitive topics,
takes immense courage. His dedi-
cated work on the Christmas Wish
which last year received 164 mil-
lion wishes, has inspired the
nation to reach out and give to oth-
ers. 

In the giving spirit of the night’s
festivities, the young adults of
Sydenham Shul pledged R18 000 to
fulfil a Christmas wish of
Mansfield’s choice. In addition,
Rabbi Goldman announced that
two couples’ wishes would also
come true in honour of the
Chanukah wish. 

A young couple was given the
facilities needed to fully deck out
their apartment as well as vouch-
ers for suits, perfume and rings
that would ensure they have a
happy wedding and new beginning
to their lives together. 

A middle-aged couple who were
having some difficulties, were also
assisted with some money to help
alleviate their challenging situa-
tion. 

The Chanukah Wish was broad-
casted on Monday morning live on
Highveld 94.7, where two couples’
lives were made a bit easier by the
generosity of the Jewish communi-
ty.  

The evening was a celebration
and a reawakening to the impor-
tance of tzedakah, mitzvot and “the
importance of adding value to one-
self and others”. 

Jeremy Mansfield a hit with
Sydenham Shul young adults

Enjoying pre Shabbos dinner sweets, with Sydenham Shul’s secretary

Shirley Stein.
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The crowd at the Chabad Mumbai massacre remembrance ceremony in Johannesburg.

STORY BY RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPHS: ILAN OSSENDRYVER

LAST SUNDAY, Chabad House was
filled to overflowing for the anniver-
sary-tribute of the “Mumbai
killings” in which the directors of
Chabad-Lubavitch of the city of
Mumbai in India, Rabbi Gavriel
Holtzberg (29) and his wife Rivke
(28), were heartlessly gunned down
by terrorists in their home.

For the more than 400 people
attending the tribute, this was a som-
bre and painful event - the more so
for the many rabbis and others in the
gathering who had personally
known the two schluchim, who for
some five years, had befriended
every Jew in the city who needed
assistance with a bed, a meal or
whatever.

The two “emissaries to Mumbai
had given up their comforts to spread Jewish
pride in a corner of the world that was a well
used stop for many Jewish tourists.

“They had an ethos of caring and their rep-
utation to be kind and nurturing to those in
need (such as drug addicts and the poor) as
well as offering hospitality to wayward trav-
ellers, visitors and guests, was legendary”,
said Chabad House’s Rabbi Dovid Masinter
prior to the function.

The tribute began with Mincha. The
prayers were followed by a video put together
by Rabbi Ari Shishler in which Rabbi
Metzger, the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel
related how he had visited the Holtzbergs in
India and had been highly impressed with
their work. “In fact, I have never in my life
met such good people.”

Nobel Prize-winner, Eli Wiesel who had
spent his life tracking down Nazi criminals,
spoke on the video of the growing dangers to
Jews and their organisations the world over.
He said the perpetrators of the atrocity would
have killed more Jews had they been able to
do so, because that was their focus.

Jews should be aware of this and constant-
ly vigilant and on the lookout for danger.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu spoke in Hebrew with English subtitles
provided.

The world famous Chazzan Yitzchak Meir
Helfgot sang the moving and haunting El
Malei Rachamim which is sung at these times.

Chabad House’s Rabbi Michael Katz
recalled how “a year ago, we gathered here in
sadness to express our grief and outrage at
what happened then.

“Tonight we come to remember the souls
which came down from heaven for such a
short time.”

Rabbi Mendel Lipskar, director of the
Lubavitch Foundation, said we all had to ask
ourselves if the world was a safer place. “We
have to ask ourselves if we can sleep at night
in the knowledge that this can never happen

again. We have to ask if we have learnt any-
thing from this. 

“The answer is ‘NO’. The perpetrators of
the violence are still here, still dedicated to
this ugly thing of wiping out Jews and oth-
ers who do not conform to their will.

“Is the world a better place? The answer
is YES. Because of the response of Chabad
and the shluchim from all over the world
who are making it a better place - the same
as Rivke and Gavriel were doing.”

He said the murderers had tried to
destroy their dream but hadn’t... but asked:
“What kind of world allows this to hap-
pen?”

Rabbi Katz said the world injustice and
outrage should be met with “It’s enough”
but was met instead with concern for the
perpetrators rather than the victims.

“While Western leaders squabble over
sanctions etc, the madmen of the world do
what they want”.

Rabbi Shishler quoted the Rebbe as say-
ing that the antidote to darkness was the
light of Torah and learning. In the memory
and merit of Rabbi Gavriel and Rivke a new
learning programme would be instigated. 

The tribute ended with the words from
Joel recited just before Mussaf on Shabbat
that G-d would bring retribution to all those
killers of Jews.

Rabbi Michael Katz the MC for the
evening introduced the video, which was
shown on a huge screen in the main area.

Normal family scenes of the Holtzbergs
going about their daily business; involved
in household chores in their home; playing
with their young baby and his nurse,
Sandra Joseph; nothing that would possibly
justify this heinous crime and initiate their
cruel and senseless deaths to come.

Rivke and Gavriel’s heritage will live on
in the life of their son Moishe, and in all the
Jewish children who have been named after
the couple.

Rabbi Ari Shishler, Rabbi Mendel Lipskar and

Solly Krok, during the remembrance of the

Mumbai massacre.

A year on: Jews
remember Mumbai 




