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closing for the holidays.
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CHANUKAH: EIGHT
NIGHTS OF GIVING...

Eight nights of giving, but to whom, how and how much? Chanukah

this year falls on December 12 (25th Kislev 5770). Jews sing and light

the menorah to remember the oil which lasted for eight days.
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The Jewish Report wishes its readers a happy Chanukah!

KASHRUT ALERT
Checkers Balfour Park has advertised a

kosher bakery, butchery, deli and fish

deli. The Jhb Beth Din issued the follow-

ing warning: "Please be advised that

following the renovation, NONE of the

above are under Beth Din supervision. 
"Checkers have placed Magen

Davids on their signage - these signs
are meaningless. The Beth Din takes
absolutely no responsibility for the
kashrut in the abovementioned
departments."
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
VAYEISHEV
Rabbi Matthew
Liebenberg
Claremont Wynberg Hebrew
Congregation, Cape Town

THE STORY of Joseph is a tale of
favouritism, envy, hatred and,
ultimately, redemption. The
Torah attests to the fact that
Jacob favoured Rachel’s first-
born over his other sons.  

This itself was not problematic
- many parents harbour a special
love for one child - the problem
was Jacob’s display of that love.
Jacob selected Joseph to be the
son who would assist him on a
daily basis and he imparted to
him all of the Torah wisdom he
had imbibed years earlier.  

Jacob saw himself in Joseph:
father and son had a striking
resemblance and their lives fol-
lowed a similar course. Jacob
made his son a special garment,
a royal robe to indicate his lead-
ership abilities.  

As far as Jacob was concerned,
Joseph was his true firstborn,
not Reuben, the son of Leah. His
evaluation of Joseph’s capabili-
ties may have been correct, but
his actions were inappropriate.
His demonstration of favouri-
tism caused his other sons to
grow jealous and to harbour
hatred towards Joseph. No won-
der the Talmud warns parents
not to show favouritism to one
child.    

Unfortunately Joseph’s behav-
iour fuelled the fire. He reported
suspicious behaviour concerning
his brothers to his father and he
told them dreams that, in their
minds, were delusions of
grandeur. In one dream, Joseph
saw the sun and the moon and 11
stars bowing down to him. The

leader? This was of no concern to
Jacob and posed no threat
because; in the words of the
Talmud “a person can be jealous
of everyone except his child and
his disciple”. 

This rule is derived from King
David and Moses, both of whom
desired that their son and disci-
ple, respectively, become greater
than they were. It is human
nature for a parent to desire that
his child become more successful
than he is and for a teacher of
Torah to desire that his students
become greater scholars than he
is.  

Many parents have told me that
they wanted their children to have
the opportunities in life that they
never did. They saved every
penny of their hard-earned
salaries in dead-end jobs to
ensure their children could go to
university.

I recall sitting in on an inter-
view with a potential convert and
the Beth Din. The judges were
keen to establish the level of
observance of the candidate and
his Jewish fiancée. What they
received was a disappointing
response; one of the judges asked
the reason and the Jewish partner
replied: “Rabbi, we spend a great
deal of time with my parents and
we don’t want to show them up by
becoming more observant than
they are. If that level of obser-
vance is good for them, then it is
definitely good for us because
they are our role models.”  

The rabbi cited the aforemen-
tioned passage of the Talmud and
assured them that most parents
would be delighted to see their
children achieve more than they

sun represented his father; the
moon, his mother and the 11 stars,
his brothers.   

Joseph also related this dream
to his father. He received a cool
response from Jacob: “His father
scolded him, and said to him:
‘What is this dream that you have
dreamt! Are we to come - I and
your mother and your brothers -
to bow down to you to the
ground?’”   

Jacob made light of the dream
to deflect his sons’ anger away
from Joseph, but in his heart, he
believed it. 

The Torah concludes this part
of the saga: “So his brothers were
jealous of him, but his father kept
the matter in mind.”  

Jacob waited in hope and expec-
tation for the dream to come true.
Rabbi Obadiah Seforno comments
on these two different reactions.
Joseph’s brothers were jealous
because they believed he would
never have dared to relate this
dream to their father unless he
occupied a special place in
Jacob’s heart.  

Jacob, on the other hand, was
not jealous at all. But would this
not imply that Joseph would rule
over him and become a far greater

The green-eyed monster
December 11/24 Kislev

December 12/25 Kislev

Vayeishev

Starts Ends

18:15 19:29 Johannesburg

18:21 20:30 Cape Town

18:15 19:27 Durban

18:15 19:44 Bloemfontein

18:15 20:11 Plettenberg Bay

17:52 20:01 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:49 East London

ROMY SALANT

MUSICIAN JESSE Clegg, son of
iconic Johnny Clegg - but an excel-
lent musician in his own right -
and 1st Project recently joined
about 750 young adults in the char-
itable cause of raising funds for
Helping Hands, a division of the
Chevrah Kadisha, at a social
evening held at the Venue in
Melrose Arch. 

The young adults gathered on
Sunday November 29 to show their
support for the Chevrah Kadisha
and to raise funds to support their
charitable initiatives. It was an

entertaining evening with 1st
Project and Clegg showcasing their
talents as the crowd moved along
to their soulful rock tunes. 

Clegg expressed his connection
to his Jewish roots, saying he felt
privileged to feel at home again
and be part of the Jewish commu-
nity. His sentiments reflected the
evening’s ethos - to be part of the
Jewish community and to con-
tribute to sustaining the wellbeing
of our Jewish family. 

There were delicious slo-jo
flavours to sample and a variety of
finger food but, aside from the
bands which took centre stage, it

was the little furry animals that
were the next big attraction. These
furry friends were given out as
incentives to buy a raffle ticket and
contribute to the Chevrah Kadisha
Bridal Services. 

The Chevrah’s Bridal Services
aim to assist young couples in their
wedding plans to relieve the finan-
cial difficulties and stress so as not
to detract from the joy of their sim-
cha. 

Tzivia Grauman, group commu-
nications manager of the Chevrah
Kadisha, explains: “The Chevrah
Kadisha Bridal Services focus on
helping young couples in need with

the enormous costs of getting mar-
ried and setting up home for the
first time and fulfilling the impor-
tant mitzvah of ensuring that no
Jewish bride is overlooked.” 

This is one of the many initia-
tives of the Chevrah, which assists
in all aspects of Jewish welfare,
ranging from burial services, care
of the aged and the handicapped
and providing financial and health-
care assistance to those in need.
Helping Hands is a division of the
society which aims at creating
vibrant and dynamic platforms to
educate young adults about the
Chevrah Kadisha’s initiatives and
to provide opportunities for them
to contribute. 

The night was a great success
with ample socialising and net-
working opportunities, great per-
formances by leading local artists
and tzedakah raised for a worthy
cause. The raffle offered the oppor-
tunity to walk away with great
prizes - even a Volkswagen Golf.

The VW in typical Volkswagen
style became a story in itself. The
draw announced Noa Swartz as the
winner, but her father who felt Noa
did not need these luxurious
wheels at the young age of two,
graciously put it back into the
draw.  

Laurence Lotzoff whose name
was then drawn, also generously
returned the car to be auctioned.
This raised R210 000 for the
Chevrah Kadisha when Hugh
Bauer bought it.

A Chevrah fundraiser to be
remembered for a long time

Byron Cumin , Ryan Hohenstein and Nikki

Friedman enjoying some refreshments. 

Saul Tomson and Cindi Bobrof, with musician Jesse

Clegg, son of the famous Johnny Clegg.

did. Using himself as an example,
he said: “I have two sons, both of
whom are currently studying
Torah. I would be more than
proud if they become greater
scholars than their father!”

Sadly, many parents want
their children to be better than
they are in every area, except in
Judaism.  They are threatened
when their child adopts a reli-
gious lifestyle and often go out of
their way to thwart it. I advise
such parents to be patient,
understanding and tolerant.
More often than not their reli-
gious child will be the most
responsible, respectful and clean
living of their children.  

That’s what happened to
Joseph. All of Jacob’s efforts
paid off when, years later,
Joseph did become a great ruler,
provider and moral giant. When
father and son were reunited,
Jacob acknowledged his son’s
greatness by bowing to him.  

He was not lowering himself
or degrading his position as
patriarch of the family; on the
contrary, his dream had been
realised - he had produced a son
greater than himself !

Shabbat Shalom. 
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Mendel Kaplan
A tribute by Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

I have known many Jewish leaders, but there was

none I admired and loved as I admired and loved

Mendel Kaplan. He was quite simply unique. Short in

stature, he was a giant in every other way. He was

acute. He saw further and understood deeper than

others. 

Long before most other leaders, he saw that Jewish

education was the key to Jewish survival. He mobilised

the Jewish world in the cause of the aliyah of Russian

Jews after the fall of the Soviet Union. Eizehu

chacham? Haroeh et hanolad. Who is wise? One who

sees far into the future. Mendel was wise, very wise

indeed.

He was also passionate and principled.

Extraordinarily for a businessman at the very height of

success, he read widely, studied deeply, and wrote

nine books. He learned Mishna regularly and financed

translation of it into English. His insights into Jewish his-

tory were often original and profound, and they

inspired me personally.

Whatever he undertook - whether it was the construc-

tion of a footpath in Cape Town, to the building of a

Jewish Museum complete with a replica of the village

his family came from, Riteve - he threw himself totally

into the project with awesome energy and focus. 

The range of his projects, whether in South Africa or

especially in Israel, was vast. Al tikra banayich ela

bonayich: he was a builder, one of the great Jewish

builders of our time.

He exercised leadership in every arena with which

he was involved, whether in the South African Jewish

Board of Deputies and the United Communal Fund, or

Keren Hayesod or the Jerusalem Foundation, and

never have I seen leadership of such wisdom, charm

and skill. 

I saw Mendel steer organisations and resolve ten-

sions with wit and humour, subtle diplomacy, and an

overarching sense of direction, that made me realise

his true greatness. I valued his advice more than that of

any other lay leader I have known. 

He was a living textbook in how to manage an oth-

erwise unmanageable people. In that too he was

unique.

In all he did, Jill was his partner. They had a wonder-

ful and loving marriage, and she complemented him

perfectly: hers was the grace, his was the energy, and

together they were inimitable. 

He loved his children, Oren, David, Sharon and

Romi, and his many grandchildren, and always tried to

ensure that the family was together as much as possi-

ble, especially on the Yomim Tovim.

His life was cut short all too suddenly and too

soon. Elaine and I mourn one of our most cherished

friends. We loved him and miss him with all our

hearts. May Hashem grant consolation to Jill and the

family, knowing how much good he achieved in his

life. And may Mendel’s memory live on in us as a

source of eternal blessing.

This tribute is inserted by Alex and Anita Maraney and family and Joy Coplan and family
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RABBI SHIMON APISDORF

THE HEBREW word “Chanukah”
has three meanings:
• education
• dedication
• beginning

When the Maccabees liberated the
Temple from the Greeks, they found
that the holiest place in Judaism had
been abused and desecrated. (When
the Germans turned synagogues into
horse stables and Torah scrolls into
lampshades, and when Arabs used
Jewish tombstones to pave their
roads, they weren’t the first to strike
at objects of Jewish sanctity.)

The Temple needed far more than
cleaning and repairs; it needed to be
rededicated. This dedication marked
a new beginning for the Temple and
the Jewish people and is the source
of the name of the holiday.

The secret of parenting is to under-
stand the nuances of your children’s
nature and to educate them in accor-
dance with that nature. King
Solomon says in Proverbs:

“Educate [chanoch] a child accord-
ing to his nature; when he grows old
he will not abandon it.”

While no two children are alike, all
children need to be taught that it’s
wrong to steal. Personalities and
temperaments may vary, but the
need to be kind, compassionate and
moral is universal. One child may be
shy, another creative, and still anoth-
er always in a hurry. Yet they all need
to learn what it means to be a men-
sch.

Jewish parents are called upon not
only to teach their children life-
enhancing skills - like eating with a
fork and spoon or using a computer -
but also to teach them values and
ideals that will bring meaning to
their children’s lives.

The essence of Jewish parenting is
to teach your children what to be
dedicated to. The Talmud says: As
soon as a child can speak, his parents
must teach him Torah and the
Shema.

Just like we don’t let them wait to
decide when they get older if they
want to read or write, we also must
not suspend the teaching of values
and character until they are old
enough to decide for themselves.
What principles demand sacrifice;
what’s morally negotiable... and
what’s not.

I recently received a call from
Cleveland. It was an old friend from
high school who was serving as the
co-chairman for our 20-year reunion.
“Everyone is going to be there,” he
insisted. “Isn’t there any way you
can make it? It’s going to be a great
weekend.”

I really did want to attend, but
unfortunately the main reunion
events were scheduled for Friday
night and Saturday. I explained to
my old friend that since graduating
from high school, I had begun to
observe Shabbat and that even if I

made the trip from Baltimore to
Cleveland, I’d still have to miss most
of the reunion.

But that didn’t fly. “Perhaps,” he
wondered aloud, “you could make an
exception. I mean, if one time you
kind of bend the rules a little, would
that be so terrible? Look, nobody’s
perfect.”

I told him that I was very touched
by his call, but I just wouldn’t be able
to make it. “Besides,” I told him, “the
Indians are in Baltimore that week-
end and I have tickets to the game on
Sunday.”

“Oh, you never told me that,” he
said. “Now I understand. Look, we’ll
miss you. I gotta go make another
call. It’s been great talking to you.”

At the time of Chanukah, how did
the Jewish people find the fortitude
to fight for the rededication of the
Temple?

Because they knew what they were
dedicated to in the first place.

Adapted from “Chanukah - Eight
Nights of Light, Eight Gifts for the
Soul”

Reprinted by kind permission of
Aish HaTorah

Know what you are dedicated to




