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Moving their neshomas with Nia, are a group of Limmudniks in Johannesburg this past weekend. They're led by
Brown Belt Nia instructor Avril Joffe (front left), who started learning this cardiovascular blend of dance arts, martial
arts and healing arts because when she saw it, it was everything she loved. Joffe's session was one of several
spirituality, creativity and movement workshops at this year's Limmud conference. (PHOTOGRAPH BY JOE YUDELOWITZ)
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The individual versus the community

THERE IS a grammatical anom-
aly in the opening verse of this
week’s parsha - it begins in the sin-
gular and ends in the plural: Re’eh
Anochi notein lifneichem ha-yom
bracha u-kelalah “See I have set
before you this day a blessing and
acurse.”

The word re’eh, “see”, is
addressed in the singular, while
lifneichem, “before you” is
addressed in the plural. The
Spanish philosopher Rabbeinu
Bachya (11th century) learned
from this that Moses spoke to both
the individual Israelite and the
community.

Rabbi Bachya claimed that
blessings and curses are manifes-
tations of the attributes of com-
passion and judgement, the two
attributes with which G-d created
the world. He contended that these
attributes are only discernable by
the individual whose sharpened
intellect can perceive the tensions
between judgement and compas-
sion that enable creation to
endure. Thus Moses instructed
the individual to perceive the
blessing and the curse.

While the individual intellect
and mind comprehends the role of
compassion and judgement in the
world, their manifestation as
blessing and curse motivates the
community to observe the positive
mitzvot and frightens it into not
transgressing the negative com-
mandments.

The community is thus also
addressed by switching to the plu-
ral: lifneichem. Rabbi Bachya’s

'y PARASHAT
RE'EH

Rabbi Malcolm
Matitiani

Cape Town Progressive
Jewish Congregation

insight alludes to the dichotomy
between the individual and the
community/congregation which is
ever present in Judaism.

The Exodus from Egypt forged
the loose-knit coalition of tribes
into a people who entered into a
covenant with G-d at the foot of
Mount Sinai. The purpose of the
laws and precepts of the Torah is
to regulate society and the
halachic decisions redacted in the
Talmud were decided upon by a
majority vote.

Congregational prayer is re-
quired in order to recite the
barechu, the kedushah, and the
kaddish, and to read the Torah.
The festivals are communal cele-
brations of historic events and or
agricultural seasons, and even the
rites of passage of the individual
such as Brit Milah, Berit Hayyim,
Bar-/Batmitzvah and chuppah are
celebrated by the community, and
it is preferable that a minyan be
present. A minyan is also needed
for the recitation of kaddish at a
funeral.

While many aspects of Jewish
practise rely on community, it is
the individual who accepts or
rejects the mitzvot. Without the

individual buying into the system
there would be no community.

How often has the arrival of one
person for a weekday minyan ele-
vated a group of nine adults to
an eida, a congregation, enabling
the recitation of the barechu,
kedushah, and kaddish?

According to the rabbis, each
individual standing at Mount
Sinai heard G-d’s voice as if G-d
were speaking only to him or her.
Thus while G-d spoke to the entire
congregation of Israel, each indi-
vidual who made up the communi-
ty entered into the covenant by
accepting its terms and conditions
which were directed to each of
them.

Even though it is preferable for a
Jew to pray and study in a congre-
gation, individual prayer and
study is not invalid, reflected by
the statement of Rabbi Halafta of
Kefar Hananiah, found in tractate
Pirkei Avoth (3:7) of the Mishnah:

“Among ten who sit and work
hard on Torah the Divine Presence
comes to rest. . .” And how do we
know that this is so even of one?
Since it is said: “In every place
where I record my name I will
come to you and I will bless you.”
(Ex. 20:24)

While the belief is that praying
in a minyan adds greater quality
to the prayers and petitions
offered, praying in a group of less
than ten does not detract from the
efficacy of prayer. The Tefillah,
which is indispensable in all three
daily prayer services, can be recit-
ed by a group of less than ten and
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can even be recited by a single
individual praying on his or her
own.

In today’s world of human
rights we have to reassess the tra-
ditional relationship between the
individual Jew and the communi-
ty or congregation. While older
generations were committed to
the community/congregation,
expressing their Judaism and
Jewish identity through commu-
nal prayer and study, many
younger Jews approach their
Judaism on a more personal level
and need to be encouraged to dis-
cover their own particular rela-
tionship to G-d and the Jewish
people.

In order to facilitate the indi-
vidual Jew’s spiritual growth, we
have to be creative in our under-
standing of what it means to be
Jewish and how to express that
Jewishness. Catering for the indi-
vidual we enable us to build a
strong sense of communal com-
mitment and loyalty. We there-
fore need to constantly remember
the teaching of our sages that the
Torah was given to both the col-
lective and the individual, as
reflected in our parsha

Zinn profiles ‘yvour typical house robber’
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DR RUDOLPH Zinn, of the depart-
ment of forensic and crime investi-
gation in the School of Criminal
Justice at Unisa, recently complet-
ed a study on local residential rob-
beries and attacks, by interviewing
arrested and convicted robbers.
The full study will be released
through the Institute of Security
Studies later this year; some of his

W=

findings are worth taking note of,
to sharpen your sense of vigilance.

If you have safety measures at
your home, ensure that they are in
place. Test your security equip-
ment regularly and never be com-
placent, in the belief that it only
happens to other people:

« During 2008, house robberies
increased by 13,5 per cent.
» Of the almost 15 000 house rob-

Might be annoying to your neighbours, but she could save your life.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY WWW.NEOGAF.COM

beries committed in 2008, half
were in Gauteng.

» The average age of a house rob-
ber is between 19 and 26.

« 30 per cent of house robbers have
committed murder, or won’t hesi-
tate to do so.

« 17 per cent of house robbers are
foreigners.

- Of all arrested robbers, 90 per
cent either had no matric or were
unemployed. The 10 per cent who
had been employed, gave up their
jobs when they learned how
much they could “earn” from a
robbery.

« Most victims or targets are obvi-
ously affluent, openly displaying
wealth, through expensive cars,
jewellery or up market homes.

- Eight out of 10 residential rob-
beries are committed with the
help of information from domes-
tic workers, gardeners and for-
mer employees.

« The robbers will monitor the
home and movements for as long
asisneeded to formulate a plan of
attack - sometimes up to two
weeks.

» All gangs research and monitor
the response times of armed
response companies.

- Most attacks occur between 19:00
and midnight as people are gen-
erally relaxing into the evening;
their security systems are not

activated. Robberies continue
until 04:00 in the morning.

« The biggest deterrent confirmed
by robbers themselves are small
dogs that are kept inside the home.

» Alarm systems and armed reac-
tion services are not considered a
deterrent. Electric fences, closed-
circuit TV (CCTV) and detection
beams are, however.

« An average of R5 000 is stolen dur-
ing each robbery.

 Surprisingly, victims of house
robberies are only seriously
injured in two per cent of all inci-
dents.

- 35 per cent of robbers robbed for
basic needs (hunger, poverty),
while 65 per cent enjoyed the
money and spent it on clothes,
cars, etc.

» The average robber commits 103
robberies over seven years before
being caught.

+97 per cent of all robbers are
armed, and on average there are
four members in an armed rob-
bery gang.

» Most attackers’ homes are a 10 to
30 minute drive from the target
address.

- Women are more often tortured or
hurt during house robberies.

« The conviction rate for house
robberies in South Africa is only
7,67 per cent. In the USA it is 53
per cent.
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Fatah'’s fiery rhetoric raises many
questions about Obama pressure

ERIC FINGERHUT
WASHINGTON

THE FIERY rhetoric at last week’s Fatah
meeting in Bethlehem has renewed con-
cerns that the Obama administration is not
doing enough to pressure the Palestinians.

At the first Fatah General Assembly in 20
years, participants refused to renounce vio-
lence and passed confrontational resolu-
tions, like one blaming Yasser Arafat’s death
on Israel.

Even as Jewish organisational leaders
condemned the assembly, many of them
acknowledged that Fatah leaders would
remain Israel’s chief Palestinian interlocu-
tors for peace talks. But they urged the
Obama administration to issue a condemna-
tion of the harsh talk at the West Bank par-
ley.

“We would like to see this administration
express some disappointment on some of
the rhetoric coming out” of the conference,
said Anti-Defamation League National
Director Abraham Foxman. “It’s not in line
with the American initiative to bring the
parties closer together.”

But other Middle East observers, includ-
ing some who have supported the Obama
administration’s calls for an Israeli settle-
ment freeze, cautioned against such an
approach. While some of the language used
at the Fatah meeting may have been trou-
bling, they said, the White House might be
better off if it stayed focused on the broader
picture and not necessarily respond to spe-
cific rhetoric.

Thus far, the Obama administration has
said nothing, with the State Department
passing up a chance to make a statement.
State Department spokesman Robert Wood
was asked at Monday’s media briefing about
the party platform Fatah adopted at the
assembly including the position that the
group “maintains the right of resistance by
all means possible”.

“I haven’t seen the plan,” Wood said, and
simply reiterated “the importance of both
parties” implementing “the ‘road map’ obli-
gations, not taking any steps that in any way
prejudge the outcome of future negotia-
tions.”

Some corners are viewing the administra-
tion’s lack of response to the conference
rhetoric as another example of what some
Jewish leaders have charged is an imbal-
ance in the pressure being applied by the
administration on Israel compared to the
Palestinians and Arab states.

President Barack Obama has told Jewish
leaders that pressure is being placed as well
on the Palestinians and Arab governments,
and suggested that perceptions of an imbal-
ance are largely created by the media.

But while the administration has made
repeated public demands on Israel for a set-
tlement freeze, it has said little publicly
about the necessary steps that the other side
must take, though Obama has issued gener-
al calls on Palestinians to stop incitement.

Several Middle East observers said they
had only read media accounts of the Fatah
party platform and not seen the full docu-
ment. According to the reports, the platform
reportedly reiterates “the Palestinian peo-
ple’s right to resistance to occupation in all
its forms in line with international law”;
Fatah leaders asserted in statements that
they reserved the right to “armed struggle”.

In his speech to the conference, though,
newly re-elected Fatah chairman and
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas did stress that the Palestinians would
focus on “nonviolent” resistance.

Some Israeli officials and officials at US

Jewish groups also criticised what they
viewed as unreasonable demands made by
Fatah at the assembly, such as proclaiming
it would not negotiate with Israel until the
Palestinians were given all of Jerusalem.
Others downplayed such positions, saying
that both sides usually posture by making
maximalist demands before a negotiation
begins.

Another complaint: Some who have
engaged in violence and terrorism were
honoured and spoke at the parley.

Israeli government officials have been
weighing in on the congress. Before the
weekly Cabinet meeting last Sunday,
Defence Minister Ehud Barak said “the rhet-
oric coming from Fatah and the positions
being expressed are grave and unacceptable
tous”.

The next day, Foreign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman told a group of visiting
Democratic US Congress members that the
Fatah platform, along with unrest in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, “has buried any
chance of coming to an agreement with the
Palestinians in the next few years”.

The American Jewish Committee called
the assembly “a slap in the face” to those
interested in peace. Jason Isaacson, the
group’s director of government and interna-
tional affairs, specifically pointed to the res-
olution charging Israel with the death of
Arafat as “a signal of the lack of serious-
ness” of Fatah.

“How is that acceptable in a political
movement trying to operate on the world
stage?” he asked, also criticising the “wink
and nod about the return to armed strug-
gle”.

“We naturally hope the administration”
would view the conference “with the same
sense of concern that we have expressed in
our statements, unless the bar of expecta-
tions is set so low that a disappointing con-
ference isn’t worth commenting on”, he said.

One Middle East insider who declined to
be identified was more blunt about the
administration’s need to respond.

“This silence is what creates the impres-
sion of the imbalance,” the insider said.
“Where is the condemnation for this kind of
behaviour?”

“This rhetoric impacts the street,” said
Malcolm Hoenlein, the executive vice chair-
man of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organisations.
“We’ve learned you can’t dismiss the issue of
incitement.”

But other observers suggested that the
administration should be more cautious
about condemnation.

Nathan Brown, a political science and
international affairs professor at George
Washington University and an expert on
Palestinian reform, had not seen the full
Fatah platform. Still, he said, it should be
viewed as akin to a US political party plat-
form that might contain some “red meat lan-
guage” to satisfy the political factions in a
“large and diverse movement” like Fatah
but isn’t necessarily followed by the party
leaders.

Brown said what was more important was
whether the Fatah leaders elected at the
assembly would form a “coherent” organi-
sation dedicated to a diplomatic solution and
whether they continue to “do what the
Israelis want them to be doing” on security
and other issues, something that won’t be
known for a few months.

Americans for Peace Now spokesman, Ori
Nir, whose organisation has been supportive
of Obama’s approach, said that while some
of the “hyperbole” from the Fatah congress
was “troubling”, he didn’t think “microman-

agement” of inflammatory statements by
Palestinians or Israelis would be helpful to
peace efforts.

Nir also put a positive spin on the excerpts
of the party platform he had read, noting
that while they were still holding out vio-

Jewish leaders criticised the rhetoric at last week’s Fatah General Assembly in

lence as an option, the platform “adheres to
the peace option”.

No matter their interpretation of the
Fatah assembly, there was general consen-
sus that Fatah is still the only game in town
when it comes to a peace partner for Israel -
which is why the group’s actions should be
taken seriously.

Not everyone agreed with that assess-
ment, though.

“This conference made it crystal clear,”
said Zionist Organisation of America
President Morton Klein, that “peace is not
possible with Hamas or Fatah”.(JTA)

iy,

Bethlehem in which party leaders failed to renounce the use of violence and charged
that Israel killed Yasser Arafat. (ISSAM RIMAWI/FLASH90/JTA)
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Dr David Scher, chairman of the Jacob Gitlin Library, Dr Max Price,
vice-chancellor of UCT and Ute Ben Yosef, chief librarian, at the 21st

Jacob Gitlin Memorial Lecture.

Price points to an
inverse relationship
between Orthodoxy
and activism

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

“ISIT because I am Jewish?” This
was the issue that Dr Max Price,
vice-chancellor of the University
of Cape Town and the first Jewish
academic to head a South African
university, addressed in deliver-
ing the 21st Jacob Gitlin
Memorial Lecture.

Paying tribute to Gitlin, Price
noted that he had played “a very
dynamic role within the Cape
Town Jewish community”. The
Jacob Gitlin Library was estab-
lished in 1959, six years after his
death.

Price, the former dean of the
faculty of Health Sciences at the
University of the Witwatersrand,
said he thought he had “landed”
his positions at Wits and UCT
because of his experience and his-
tory as an activist in the apartheid
and post-apartheid period.

Speaking generally, he said that
although Jews had been over-re-
presented in the activist commu-
nity, the majority of the main-
stream had been either silent or
supportive, so it was not accurate
to attribute activists’ behaviour to
the fact that they were Jewish. On
the argument that inherent moral
and social values in the Jewish
religion informed their choices,
Price agreed with the views
expressed by academic Professor
Gideon Shimoni.

“We are being very selective
when we look at the Jewish reli-
gion and mention certain values,
while ignoring others that would
drive us into right-wing politics,”
he said.

Furthermore, he said there was
an inverse relationship between
Orthodoxy and activism. “The
more Orthodox you are, the more
likely you are to be right-wing.
The radical opponents to apart-
heid were usually atheist.”

A more plausible explanation,
he suggested, was Jews’ histori-
cal experience as victims of
oppression and their social mar-
ginality in society as immi-
grants. An additional factor was
marginality with respect to
established Jewish society, with
many activists being poor and
alienated from the Jewish reli-
gious framework.

Reflecting on the influences
that had shaped his own career,
Price, who was president of the
Students Representative Council

at Wits, noted that there had been
many non-Jewish student lead-
ers. As to the influence of family,
he pointed out that his brothers
had chosen different paths.

“Most moved to Israel and did
not show a similar affinity to
South Africa and activism,” he
said, concluding that Jewish roots
and heritage were not the only
factors to be considered.

Describing his father as “right-
wing, right-wing”, a supporter of
Ze’ev Jabotinsky and Menachem
Begin who had fought in the 1948
War of Independence and volun-
teered during the Six Day War,
Price said that although he was
clear from a young age that he did
not agree with these views, he
feels he inherited the characteris-
tic of “belief in a cause”. “It
would have been anathema in my
household not to see a cause
through,” he recalled.

Price, who grew up in the
Reform tradition, says that in
later years he “took on the battle
against Orthodoxy” on behalf of
the Reform movement. He stated
that during his school years at
King David, Reform Jews were
not considered “real” Jews.

“It became a cause célébre for
me, so I can identify with other
activists,” he said. Despite the
fact that he had “many problems
with the way they operate and
interpret Judaism”, he had sent
his children to the school as he
wanted them to “acquire a Jewish
heritage and I needed a school
system for that”.

Price served on the PTA “for all
those years” and was elected to
the Jewish Board of Education
where he attempted to “change
the policies around Reform”.
Netzer, the movement’s youth
wing, was not allowed to cam-
paign at the school and its rabbis
were prevented from addressing
the learners, he recalled.

“I was concerned that the com-
munity was very isolated from
the rest of society. Also, whether
it was right to have a school in
South Africa today that - until
recently - only accepts Jews.

“I tried to fight that battle -
eventually I was removed from
the Board for my troubles,” he
recalled.

While a member of Temple
Israel, Price remembered that he
had been “hugely influenced” by
Rabbi Arthur Super, “one of the
very few rabbis speaking out
against the ills of apartheid”.

Women of the World’s Annual
Women'’s Brunch coming up

WOMEN OF the World’s next
event, on Sunday, August 16,
promises to once again meet this
organisation’s high standard in
“nurturing the nurturers.”

The now famous “Annual
Women’s Brunch” will be held at
the Sandton Sun Hotel from 10:00
to 13:00 and will feature a top
American guest speaker, as well
as tips on interior decorating.

WoW says in a media release
that the event encompasses the
dazzling combinations that have
made WoW functions so popular
in the community.

Guest speaker will Dbe
American author and lecturer,
Rivkah Slonim; a presentation
on interior design will be given
by the renowned Stephen Falcke;
there will be fabrics by Tessa
Sonik Collection; a table décor
expo by Fancy Affairs; “Going
Green” with Dis-Chem; and
interesting recipes and spices by

Rivkah Slonim

Kosher Nandos.

WoW chairman, Rochel
Goldman, always manages to
come up with amazing gifts for

every participant and this year’s
mystery gift (valued at R1 300)
from overseas will be even more
enticing than ever. Beauty treat-
ments, gift packages, and a deli-
cious brunch will ensure it is a
morning to remember.

The exciting Jeep Raffle laun-
ched at WoW’s recent 10th
Anniversary Dinner, comes to an
end on October 16 at the WoW
Business Breakfast, where the
prizes will be drawn. The main
prize is a Jeep Cherokee Sport
4x4 courtesy of Sandown Motors.

Rivkah Slonim will also be
doing a dinner for students and
young adults with SAUJS at
Beyachad on Friday night,
August 14 on the “Kabbalah of
Relationships”. Cost is R65 pp.
For bookings call (011) 640-5021.

« For further information, to
buy tickets for the Jeep or to
reserve your place at the brunch,
contact Mandy on 083-380-5268.

Barn-storming itinerary
for Prof Irwin Cotler

DAVID SAKS

A PACKED programme has been
put together by the SAJBD for
Professor Irwin Cotler, MP, for-
mer Justice Minister and Attor-
ney General of Canada and inter-
nationally renowned human
rights lawyer (pictured), during
his stay in South Africa.

In addition to being one of the
keynote speakers at the SAJBD
National Conference on August
29, the primary purpose of his
visit, Cotler will be meeting with
Members of Cabinet, judges,
NGOs and media. In addition, he
will also be delivering a number
of addresses to both the Jewish
communal leadership and the
wider public.

Cotler’s itinerary begins in
Cape Town on Wednesday,
August 26, with a breakfast ses-
sion and presentation to the
Cape Council and other commu-
nal leaders. A number of other
high profile meetings, still in
the process of being confirmed,
are scheduled for the remainder
of the Cape Town leg of his
trip, including with Cabinet
Ministers.

In Johannesburg on August 27,
Cotler’s day begins with his lead-
ing a forum with the SA Human

Rights Commission and other
NGOs on “The Parameters of
Hate Speech and Freedom of
Speech in South Africa from the
Canadian Experience”. His after-
noon programme includes a
meeting with Mr Justice Albie
Sachs and other Constitutional
Court justices.

That evening, in what promis-
es to be one of the highpoints of
his trip, Cotler will speak at the
Great Hall at Wits University on
the topic, “The Genocide Con-
vention 61 years later: What
Have We Learned, What Must
We Do?” This focuses on “the
efficacy and future of interna-
tional human rights, and the
bodies which seek to uphold it”,
with reference to such institu-
tions as the United Nations and
International Criminal Court.

The evening, which is expected
to attract a large attendance, is
being organised by the SAJBD in
tandem with The Weekender
newspaper. Following this lec-
ture, Cotler will engage with rep-
resentatives of Zimbabwe human
rights groups.

Just prior to the opening of the
SAJBD conference, Cotler will
meet briefly with President
Jacob Zuma, the other keynote
speaker.

Cotler’s address at the opening
of the SAJBD conference on
August 29 is open to all members
of the Jewish community. For

more information, including
how to book for the opening
night and/or to attend the main
conference, contact Shirley Bea-
gle on (011) 645-2583/beagle@-
beyachad.co.za and to book, or
for more information on Cotler’s
address at Wits, contact Charisse
Zeifert on (011) 645-2547/
charisse@beyachad.co.za
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NEWS IN BRIEF

AUSTRALIA HONORING ISRAEL CRITIC WITH PEACE PRIZE

SYDNEY, Australia - Australian Jewish leaders
are roiled over the awarding of the country's only
international peace prize to a staunch critic of

Israel.

John Pilger, an award-winning Australian-born
journalist and filmmaker living in London, will
receive the Sydney Peace Prize in November.

Robert Goot, president of the Executive Council
of Australian Jewry, said it was a "sad day".

"Pilger has done nothing to promote peace but
has only promoted one side of the [Mideast] dis-
pute," he told J-Wire, a local Jewish website. "He
lacks objectivity and his pronouncements are
often replete with factual inaccuracies and distor-
tion of history. His uncritical acceptance of one
side's narrative is made at the expense of Israel's

position."

New South Wales Jewish Board of Deputies
president, Robin Margo said the decision was "a

disgrace".

The director of the Sydney Peace Foundation,
Stuart Rees, said of Pilger: "His commitment to
uncovering human rights abuses shines through
his numerous books, films and articles. His work
inspires all those who value peace with justice."

Pilger said he hoped the award would inspire
young journalists "to break the silences that per-
petuate injustice both far away and close to home".

Previous winners of the prize include South
Africa's Archbishop Desmond Tutu, former United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Mary Robinson and Palestinian activist Hanan
Ashrawi, whose award in 2003 sparked a storm of
protest from the Jewish community.

In 2007 Pilger wrote that Israel and America had
agreed to a "final solution" to the problem of the
Palestinians. Earlier this year Pilger said that
"Today's holocaust-in-the-making ... is in its final
stages. The difference today is that it is a joint US-
Israeli project." (JTA)







