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Jewish groups are mobilising to protest Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's

visit to the UN next week, as they did last year. World leaders will arrive  for the 

opening of the UN General Assembly. Jewish groups will campaign privately and pub-

licly, as chances dim for more UN sanctions against Iran, which Russia and China

oppose. The centrepiece of the protest will be a mass rally on September 22, at Dag

Hammarskjold Plaza across from the UN. Sarah Palin, the Republican vice-presidential

nominee, will speak. (CREDIT: CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR JEWISH ORGANISATIONS)   

Low anti-Semitism in SA - 
but don’t be complacent
A KEY reason is the fact that far-right white organisations are today virtually dormant
and pose little, if any, threat to the Jewish community. Another possible reason is the
very strong anti-racism ethos that exists in post-apartheid South Africa.  SEE PAGE 8
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK
SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
KI TAVO
Rabbi Aharon Rose, 

Waverley Shul

Different types of love

DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

INTERNATIONALLY renowned
lecturer and educator, Rabbi
Shalom Hammer, had his Pretoria
Hebrew Congregation audience
spellbound with his oratory recent-
ly, where he spent a Shabbat in
Pretoria, giving no less than five
inspirational and motivational
talks.

Brought out specially by the PHC
from Israel on this whirlwind tour,
he started his South African visit
with the sermon during the Friday
night service. Rabbi Hammer was
accompanied by his wife Gabi.

Rabbi Hammer’s presentations
helped place Jewish identity and
Eretz Yisrael into proper perspec-
tive, with deep insight and mean-
ing, with his unique brand of

humour thrown in. 
Shabbat morning, Rabbi Hammer

again spoke both in shul and after
the brocha which followed, before
speaking to all the youth and young
adults at a special luncheon held at
the home of PHC’s Rabbi Gidon and
Rebbetzen Aviva Fox.

After the seudat and havdalah,
many congregants gathered to buy
Rabbi Hammer’s two books, the
Family Parsha Book and The Rav
Yonasan Eybeshitz Hagaddah and
CDs of his lectures, which he auto-
graphed.  

Rabbi Hammer has had the
unique experience of having served
as a rabbi in the United States, and
educator in Israeli institutions and
as a chaplain for the Israeli Defence
Forces, giving him a distinct insight
on pertinent issues confronting the
Jewish world, both in Israel and the

Diaspora. 
He and his wife made aliyah in

1990, where he served in Tzahal
under the Israeli rabbinate branch
of the IDF. He has taught in some of
the finest institutions in Israel,
including Netiv Meir Jerusalem and
Machon Gold College for Women. 

Rabbi Hammer headed an adult
education programme, Netanya,
and was the rav of the newly
arrived 11th and 12th grade learners
from the former Soviet Union, in

September 19 / 19 Elul  

September 20 / 20 Elul 

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:45 18:35 Johannesburg

18:10 19:16 Cape Town

17:33 18:24 Durban

17:53 18:43 Bloemfontein

17:55 18:46 Port Elizabeth

17:46 18:37   East London

est in Jewish history and culture.  
The communications depart-

ment at the SAJBD, which
arranged for Mpho and Mbali to
celebrate their union with their
Jewish friends, is committed to
imparting our Jewish heritage to
our fellow countrymen, and to
finding ways in which they can
share it with us. 

The SAJBD’s “Freedom Seders”
held this year in Johannesburg,
Cape Town and Durban, are a good
example of this. Giving Mpho and
Mbali an opportunity to partici-
pate in a symbolic Jewish wedding
celebration was another. 

As always, learning is a two-way
process. The guests laughed and
ate together, sharing in wedding
experiences and enjoying the hap-
piness of the couple. Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft explained the various
customs of a Jewish wedding, and
presented Mpho and Mbali with a

“chuppa” specifically designed for
them in recognition of the warm
friendship that exists between us.

Reeva Forman, one of the
guests, summed up the occasion

when she said that it encapsulated
everything good that South Africa
had to offer.  

We wish the couple a happy and
wonderful future together.

Elsewhere, the Talmud adds:
From here (Deut 26:17-18) we see
that the Jewish people swore that
we would not exchange Hashem
for another god, and Hashem
swore to us that He would not
exchange us for another nation.
(Gittin 57b) 

The bottom line is that the
Jewish people are, and always will
be, the Chosen People. 

Some people are uncomfortable
with this seemingly arrogant idea -
it sounds racist; if you are one of
them, notice the order in which
this “choosing” is described; in
each case, G-d emphasises that we
chose Him and therefore G-d chose
us. 

Abraham was born into an idola-
trous world and when he was a
child, discovered and chose G-d.
Isaac and Jacob continued to
choose G-d, culminating in the
entire Jewish nation choosing G-d
at Mount Sinai. 

In other words, we are the
Chosen People because we are the
choosing people - we chose G-d. If
so, G-d choosing us is no more
unreasonable than a teacher relat-
ing differently to a student who

commandments.” (Deut. 26:17-18)
(The sages provide a number of

alternate translations of the
Hebrew words he-emarta and he-
emircha: “love”, “betrothed”, “dis-
tinguished”, “raised”, “exchanged
everything for”, or “chosen”.)

The Talmud explains: G-d said
to the Jewish people, “You have
made me one thing (chativa achat)
in the world and I will make you
one thing in the world.” (Brachot
6a) In the same place we learn that
Hashem puts on tefillin like we do
(though obviously on a spiritual
level); in our tefillin it speaks of
the greatness of G-d, in G-d’s
tefillin it speaks of the greatness
of the Jewish people.

AN OLDER couple regularly
attended shiurim together. The
rabbi was much impressed by how
harmonious and in love they
seemed; they always held hands all
through the shiur. 

One day after the shiur, the
rabbi couldn’t resist expressing
his admiration. “I find it so inspi-
rational to see how deeply in love
you are, even, after all these years,
holding hands like that.”

The wife looked up sharply and
said: “It’s not love, Rabbi, I’m just
keeping him from cracking his
knuckles.”

In this week’s parsha, Ki Tavo,
Hashem describes the unique
nature of our loving relationship:
“Today you have declared alle-
giance (he-emarta) to G-d, making
Him your G-d, and (pledging to)
walk in His paths, keep His
decrees, commandments and laws,
and to obey His voice. 

“G-d has similarly declared alle-
giance (he-emircha) to you today,
making you His special nation as He
promised you, therefore keep all His

Gabi and her hus-

band, Rabbi Shalom

Hammer, auto-

graphing his book

for Rabbi Gidon and

Aviva Fox of the

Pretoria Hebrew

Congregation.

Bishop Makwarela of the Christian Zionist Church of Limpopo

Province, presides over a black wedding with a Jewish flavour.  In the

centre is the groom, Mpho Tsedu with Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiri-

tual leader of the country communities looking on.

Hammering home a point through brilliant oratory

A Venda boy and Zulu girl celebrate a Jewish wedding
INGRID ZEIFERT

IT WAS a “Jewish wedding” cele-
bration with a difference. The
groom’s mother wore traditional
Venda clothing and the bride’s
mother wore the bright colours of
traditional Zulu dress, reflecting
love and happiness.

The Bishop of the Christian
Zionist Church of Limpopo
Province, to which the couple
belong, donned a tallis. Traditional
Jewish dancing started. Respecting
the culture of their church, there
was no wine on the table.

Mpho Tsedu and Mbali Radebe
were officially married earlier this
year. 

Mpho, a prominent local media
personality and television star, was
one of the journalists sent on the
March of the Living programme by
the SAJBD in 2005. He went on to
Israel, further developing his inter-

consistently goes beyond her
requirements and demonstrates
particular enthusiasm, respect
and loyalty.

Being the Chosen People does-
n’t mean you get to rub other
people’s noses in it - it means that
you have been chosen for a cru-
cial job - to be a “light to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:6) - which you
can and must be in any and every
situation you find yourself.

But it also means that you
should know what to answer
when some nudnick tells you
that the Jewish people were cho-
sen, once upon a time, but that
choice has been superseded. It
wasn’t, isn’t and won’t be.

Hadera.
He currently teaches in a

Mechina pre-army yeshiva pro-
gramme in Kiryat Gat for post high
school Israeli students. The
Mechina is affiliated with the
Yeshivat Hesder in Sderot where
he spends much of his time.

Rabbi Hammer’s “Sleepless
Sermon” appears weekly on OU
Radio (www.ou.org) or e-mail rab-
bihammer@rabbihammer.org to
be placed on his mailing list.  
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ALISON GOLDBERG 

SOME 1 000 people attended the
marking of an evening of prayer at
the Sandton Sun Hotel this past
weekend, to enable all to meet a
challenging year ahead in unity,
Torah and mitzvot. 

The evening kicked off with a
series of Tehillim being said by rab-
bis and the community alike and
included rabbis from various com-
munities throughout Johan-
nesburg, including Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein.

Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, secretary
to the Rebbe - Menachem Mendel
Schneerson OBM - was the guest of
honour at this Chabad gathering. 

“Elul”, said Rabbi Krinksy, “is the
month of mercy that our 
A-mighty G-d blessed us with and
through which shine the 13 attrib-
utes of mercy. It’s a time of taking
stock of the things we did wrong in
all our human frailties and that we
find in our lives. 

The 18th Elul is also the birthday
of the Baal Shem Tov.

“The Rebbe tells us Elul is a
refuge in time when the King
Himself is in a relaxed mode. So it is

all this should be permeated with
pure faith.”

In 1956 when Rabbi Krinsky was a
yeshiva bocher and had met his
wife-to-be, he was asked how he
would like to become part of the
Rebbe’s secretariat. When he recov-
ered his composure he let it be
known that the Rebbe has his con-
sent. 

“His first day of work was the day
after Simchat Torah. He was sitting
in his office when the Rebbe buzzed
him on the intercom. With great
trepidation Rabbi Krinsky recalls
his going into the office. The Rebbe
was correcting a letter in Hebrew
and was doing so in a very
labyrinthine way. 

“Don’t be concerned,” the Rebbe
said when he handed Rabbi Krinsky
the letter. “Just go word after word,
line after line and you will see that it
all work out in the end.”

“I treated this as a guide for life,”
said Rabbi Krinsky, “so as never to
be confused.”

A fortnight ago Rabbi Krinsky vis-
ited a Chabad House dedication in
Oklahoma City. The Jewish commu-
nity numbers 2 000 there and inside
the tent on a huge tract of land were Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky

Praying for unity, Torah and mitzvot
a very auspicious time and a time
not be wasted when we prepare to
stand before Hashem and pray to G-
d to give us all we need as individu-
als and for humankind.

“Back in 1995, the year of the
Rebbe’s death, when he transferred
his office to be closer to 770, he
wanted to go to the Ohel through
the alleyways. While I was waiting
for him, a New York Times reporter
and his photographer (not Jewish)
asked the Rebbe a question and in
his usual manner he answered
briefly and succinctly. 

“But the Rebbe was concerned
that the female photographer didn’t
understand the Rebbe’s wishing her
a good year. ‘Tell her,’ he said, ‘that
on Rosh Hashanah Jews pray for all
of humanity’.”

On the question of South Africa,
Rabbi Krinsky noted there had been
many tragedies and paraphrased a
memorandum of the Rebbe’s to a
family who had sought his help: “It
is incumbent upon you to make
your country an abode for Hashem
while you enjoy naches from your
children and you should continue
there and go from strength to
strength. Do Torah and mitzvot and

300 people waiting to show their ded-
ication and devotion to the shluchim
who had been there for eight years. 

“The Rebbe caused a phenome-
non with his schluchim - people who
stand head and shoulders above the
rest. When the Rebbe took ill in 1992,
there were many prophets of doom
who were convinced that the
Lubavitch movement would be
destroyed. One can only wonder
where they get their inspiration and
still be the Rebbe’s shlichus.

Rabbi Krinsky recounted more
tales about the Rebbe concluding
with a question put to the Rebbe
about his upcoming 90th birthday
and the significance of it from a
Canadian reporter. The Rebbe
responded that “90 represents the
letter Tzaddik and that we must
strive to be righteous. What was
good for yesterday is not good
enough for today nor today for
tomorrow”.

Rabbi Dovid Masinter, Chabad
House’s director who organised the
programme and visit by Rabbi
Krinsky, did this, he said, because it
had been a very challenging year for
people in this country and indeed in
the world. 



4 SA JEWISH REPORT 19 - 26 September 2008

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

HAMAS FORCES KILL AT LEAST 11 IN GAZA

JERUSALEM - Hamas forces in Gaza on
Tuesday raided the compound of a power-
ful Palestinian clan, killing at least 11. 

Several clan members, including an
infant, a Hamas policeman and a young
boy caught in the cross-fire were killed in
the clashes. 

The Hamas police raided the family com-
pound of the Doghmush clan, which is con-
nected to both terrorist and criminal
organisations, including al-Qaida. Clan

members also have connections with both
Hamas and Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah. 

Some clan members were involved in the
March 2007 kidnapping of BBC reporter
Alan Johnston, who was held for four
months, Reuters reported. 

The raid came after a clan member killed
a Hamas policeman while resisting arrest.
The clan refused to turn the shooter over to
police, sparking the violence. (JTA)

OLMERT, ABBAS DISCUSS CORE ISSUES

JERUSALEM - Ehud Olmert and
Mahmoud Abbas met late on Tuesday to
discuss core issues a day after Olmert
expressed sorrow at the plight of
Palestinian refugees. 

The Israeli prime minister and
Palestinian Authority president met after
the Ramadan fast in their effort to reach
a peace deal before Olmert steps down
following Kadima Party elections next
Wednesday. 

Olmert has been pushing for a partial
peace deal, but Abbas wants a complete
agreement. The sides have been stalled
over core issues such as the right of
return for Palestinian refugees, borders

and the future of Jerusalem. 
On Monday, Olmert expressed sorrow

for Palestinian refugees who fled Israel in
1948. "I join in expressing sorrow for what
happened to the Palestinians and also for
what happened to the Jews who were
expelled from Arab states," Olmert said
at a meeting of the Knesset Foreign
Affairs and Defence Committee. 

Olmert asserted that the right of
return could be a deal breaker. "Under
absolutely no circumstances will there be
a right of return," he declared, "but we
are prepared to be part of an internation-
al mechanism that will work to solve the
problem." (JTA)

MOGUL TO INTRODUCE ISRAELI START-UPS IN US

JERUSALEM - Haim Saban will invite
up to 20 Israeli start-up companies 
to make presentations to US media
firms. 

This will mark the third year that the
Israeli-American media mogul has
issued invitations to Israeli start-ups to
make their pitches to companies such as
Universal Studios, Walt Disney Co,

Facebook and MTV, the Israeli business
daily Globes reported on Tuesday. 

The Saban Capital Group also was
seeking investment opportunities,
Globes reported. 

The company's managing director,
Craig Cooper, visited Israel about six
weeks ago to investigate start-up compa-
nies in which to invest. (JTA)
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

HIS BACKGROUND in South Africa relat-
ed directly to the work he was presently
engaged in, Rabbi Brian Walt, director of
Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) - North
America, said addressing a gathering
held at Temple Israel, Green Point. 

Originally from Cape Town, Rabbi Walt
is a former head boy of Herzlia who left
here some 34 years ago. 

Founded in 1988, RHR is an organisa-
tion of rabbis from all streams of Judaism
who educate and pursue justice on a
range of human rights issues in Israel
and North America. Describing it as
“dangerous” work, Rabbi Walt, a
Reconstructionist rabbi who founded his
own congregation in North America, said
he had lost his position as a congregation-
al rabbi through his RHR activities.  

“If you walk into a congregation and
start rabblerousing, you may find your-
self without a job. A rabbi should be able
to stand up to his congregation,” he said.

“You don’t have to agree with your
rabbi, but he should be able to speak his
truth.”

Recalling his Orthodox upbringing in
South Africa, he said he had experienced
a “disconnect” between ritual and ethic in
that tradition. “I was devastated by the
fact that, for the most part, the injustices
of apartheid were never addressed as a
Jewish issue - I found only one or two reli-
gious leaders who were prepared to
address” it as such.  

“I always wanted a Judaism where ethic
and ritual are integrated - it’s a great
tragedy that there are far too few places”
where this happens, he said. 

Rabbi Walt went to live in Israel after
finishing school, then left the Orthodox

world and relocated to the United States
to study Judaism in a non-Orthodox con-
text. 

In Israel, RHR teaches that the protec-
tion of human rights is a central concern
of Judaism, which he said was “not obvi-
ous to everyone”. It aims to uphold the
dignity and equality of all Israeli citizens,
especially in matters of economic justice
and protects the human rights of
Palestinians under Israeli occupation. 

“We send groups of people to accompa-
ny Palestinian landowners who are going
to work their land. In the West Bank,
there is increasing friction between Arab
farmers and settlers” with some Israeli
settlers acting “aggressively” towards the
Palestinian farmers, he said. 

The State of Israel should provide
Palestinians and Jews with security -
often it was only the latter.

“The terrible reality is that on the West
Bank, the treatment of Jews and
Palestinians is unequal in all kinds of
ways.

“This belies the deepest teachings of
our tradition and I believe it’s dangerous
for us and threatens our security.”
Acknowledging the “terrible things
they’ve done to our people”, Rabbi Walt
maintained that Israel would be “less safe
unless we uphold their rights.

“It’s important the way we act towards
those who are under our control for both
ethical and historical reasons,” he stated.
“We always ask why no-one stood up for
us when we were victimised.”

In North America, RHR was deeply
committed to human rights and acted to
correct abuses by the US, he said.  

“My Jewish education at Herzlia and
Habonim taught me that Jews as a people
must be in the image of G-d and that
ethics is central to Judaism,” Rabbi Walt
concluded.

Ethics remain central to
Judaism, says Rabbi Walt

Professor Gail (Sherman) Amir, former Herzlia head boy Rabbi Brian Walt and Saralee

Sherman, at the meeting addressed by Rabbi Walt.
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Sister and brother, Sara and Eli Unterslak.

Amanda Porter.

Dina Schneider at the table of prizes.

Sydenham-Highlands North’s Chazan Yudi Cohen with his wife Dina.

SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

RITA LEWIS

THE RECENT “Bingo a la Paris”
organised by Torah Academy
Primary School’s PTA, was not just
another fundraising event. For
starters it was the first time the
school had ventured into something
of this nature, which, as well as mak-
ing a net profit of R120 000, proved to
be one of the most successful and
popular benefits ever held by the
school. 

The event, which was held at the
HOD hall in Orchards, was jam-
packed with the original 250 people
who had booked, swelling to some 300
on the evening, said Ellen Moss, one
of the organisers. 

Guests were greeted with gifts and
the opportunity to buy one or more of
300 mystery envelopes, each contain-

ing either, a voucher for one of the
200 prizes worth R100, or one of the 50
booby prizes, or one of 50 which con-
tained nothing at all. But, with most
guests buying five or more tickets at
R20 each, there were few disappoint-
ments! 

The evening was conducted by pro-
fessional bingo master Ivan Solomon,
whose humour and expertise created
the right ambience for a fun event
with five free games and three buy-in
games going.

Prizes ranged from a flat screen
TV, to diamond earrings, Cellini lug-
gage, a GPS, microwave, pearl neck-
lace, watches, Hyde Park shopping
vouchers to the value of R2 000 and
lots more, totalling some R75 000. 

There was also a lucky ticket draw
at the end of the evening, which
included a buffet dinner. 

The event was sponsored by
Octagon Financial Services and
Jessie K Estates.

It is also not often that a bingo
evening includes a vort from a rabbi,
but in this case, Rabbi Dovid Hazdan,
dean of Torah Academy, spoke on the
parsha and the manna Hashem sent
down from heaven - the miraculous
food that, after much deprivation,
was so much more appreciated.

He said: “We are constantly the
recipients of ‘manna’. For when we
are forced to let go of what we have
and it is replaced with something
more, we are reminded of how every-
thing we have is dependent on G-d.”

Rabbi Hazdan paid tribute to the
conveners Ellen Moss, Lauren
Schwartz and Rochel Zlotnick for
their organisation of the event and
thanked the sponsors.

Shout bingo for a good cause! 

ALISON GOLDBERG

CHIEF RABBI Dr Warren
Goldstein last Friday in
Johannesburg sat as a commis-
sioner at the National Poverty
Hearings, hosted by Anglican
Archbishop Emeritus Njongon-
kulu Ndungane, successor to
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

The purpose of these hear-
ings, he said was to give the
voiceless people of South
Africa a voice so that people
who are suffering the effects of
grinding poverty, can tell their
stories. This has been done in
all nine provinces. 

The commission in turn will
take the report to powerful peo-
ple such as the government,
business and civil society.

The format of the hearings
consisted of two parts: the first
was where stories were told to
field workers and the second
part where a smaller select
group publicly presented their
testimonies to the commission-
ers.

The chief rabbi, along with
other commissioners, listened
to the public testimonies at the
Johannesburg City Hall. 

One case related to an indi-
vidual living with HIV/Aids,
another about a street vendor
and the difficulties he faced
because of the unfair persecu-
tion of street vendors selling
their goods; and another relat-
ed to a man living in a parking
lot. 

Other bodies represented at

the hearings were the South
African Council of Churches
and the SA Human Rights
Commission. 

“What will happen now,” says
Chief Rabbi Goldstein, “is that
the commission will prepare its
findings in written format and
hand it to government and
other stakeholders. Our role as
commissioners is to bring the
plight of the poor to the atten-
tion of the public. 

“This is important from a
Jewish angle. Judaism teaches
us that we need to be concerned
about human suffering. We can
be proud that our community is
disproportionately involved in
poverty relief efforts through
many individuals and organisa-
tions.” 

The Chief Rabbi is president
of MaAfrika Tikkun which
was established by the late
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris 
and Bertie Lubner and which
does outstanding upliftment
work.

“I would doubt there is anoth-
er community in South Africa
making such a contribution rel-
ative to its size. For me the most
important thing is that our
community must feel the suf-
fering of millions of South
Africans who go through daily
tribulations as a result of their
poverty. 

“The Talmud says that we
must be compassionate because
G-d is compassionate and to be
a good Jew is to help all people,
no matter who they are.”

Giving a voice to
the voiceless of SA

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration's refusal
to deal with Syria is "ridiculous", James Baker, a for-
mer US secretary of state, has said. 

Five former secretaries of state met on Monday
under the auspices of CNN to discuss what advice
they would give the next president. 

"I would advise the president to fully engage with
Syria," said Baker, who as secretary of state under
Bush's father, helped convene the 1991 Madrid talks,
which for the first time brought Israelis,
Palestinians, Syrians and other Arab nations into the
same process. 

"I think it is ridiculous for us to say we're not going
to talk to Syria and yet Israel has been talking to

them for six to eight months." 
The Bush administration has discouraged Israel's

talks with Syria, currently held under Turkish aus-
pices. 

Israel wants to draw Syria away from the Iranian
sphere; the Bush administration says it will not
engage Syria until it fully disengages from Lebanon
and stops its support for terrorist groups. 

Also appearing at the session were Madeleine
Albright and Warren Christopher, who served under
President Bill Clinton; Colin Powell, who served
under the current President (George W) Bush; and
Henry Kissinger, who served under presidents
Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford. (JTA)

BAKER CALLS BUSH 'RIDICULOUS' ON SYRIA

PERM (Russia) - Russia's chief rabbi travelled to Perm
to lead the funerals of 11 Jews who died in a plane
crash last Sunday. 

A passenger jet crashed early in the morning during
its descent into central Russia, killing all 88 passen-
gers, including at least 11 members of the local Jewish
community. 

The flight, operated by a subsidiary of Aeroflot, was
en route from Moscow to Perm, a city in the Ural
Mountains in central Russia when it crashed at 03:10.
Four Jewish families with three children were among
those killed in the crash. The flight recorders from the
Boeing 737 

Aeroflot Nord flight were damaged in the crash and
it may take several weeks to determine the cause, the

Interfax news agency reported. Investigators have
ruled out terrorism as a possible cause. 

Witnesses reported seeing the airplane on fire
before it crashed onto a section of the Trans-Siberian
railway in an unpopulated area of the city. 

A delegation from the Chabad-led Federation of
Jewish Communities, including Russia's chief Chabad
Rabbi Berel Lazar, travelled to Perm to assist in the
funerals of the victims. 

The Jewish victims were Yevgeny and Lyudmila
Sankin, 50 and 53; Anna Spivak and Yakov Spivak, both
32; Sergei Yudin and Valeriya Yudin, 41 and 3; and
Ifraim Nakhumov and Golda Nakhumova, 36 and 24,
with their children, Ilya Nakhumov, 7, and Eva
Nakhumov, 5. (JTA)

11 JEWS KILLED IN RUSSIAN AIR CRASH

NEW YORK - Sarah Palin will speak at next week's
Jewish-sponsored rally to protest Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the United Nations. 

In addition to Palin, the Republican vice-presiden-
tial nominee and Alaska governor, confirmed speakers
include US Sen Hillary Clinton, an Iranian dissident, a
black minister and Jewish leaders, according to a key
group organising the rally, the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organisations.  

"The speakers represent the broad spectrum of

American political life," the group's executive vice
chairman, Malcolm Hoenlein, told JTA. Asked if there
would be someone from the Obama campaign at the
demonstration, Hoenlein noted the presence of
Clinton as a leading Democrat.  

The rally, part of efforts by Jewish groups to stop
Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, will be held at
11:45 on September 22. It is expected to draw thousands
of participants to Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, across
from the United Nations. (JTA)

PALIN TO SPEAK AT ANTI-IRAN RALLY
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UPINGTON

Marc Kopman continues his
Namaqualand meanders:

“We stopped here for lunch at the
Wimpy near Stey Outfitters which
we believed was still Jewish-owned
according to our information. But
the only permanent Jewish resi-
dent was still Jewish-owned
according to our information. But
the only permanent Jewish resi-
dent was an Israeli who operates a
cellular phone shop whom we did
not manage to contact.

“On our return trip we located
the buildings of what was once the
magnificent shul and hall, now
occupied by a tyre fitment centre. I
had been there in 1982 when it was
still a shul. 

“In the foyer of the fitment cen-
tre, the Afrikaans owners were
proud to show us the various
colour photos of the buildings dis-
played in their former glory.
Certainly a large Jewish congrega-
tion worshipped here in its heyday.

SPRINGBOK

“On to Springbok which we found
to be a bustling, busy town with the
advent of tourists, mainly there for
the famous flowering season. The
country communities rabbi, Rabbi
Moshe Silberhaft, had suggested
that we make contact with the local
kingpin, Jopie Kotze. 

“We booked into the Springbok
Hotel, formerly owned by the
famous Teperson family. We then
made our way to Jopie Kotze at his
establishment and restaurant, The
Springbok Lodge.

“After introducing ourselves, we
spent the next two hours absolute-
ly entertained as Jopie recounted
most interesting anecdotes of for-
mer Jewish residents and aspects
of the town from whom, he admit-
ted, he learnt much.

“Among many artefacts and
awards which adorned his
office/reception walls he proudly
indicated the JNF Golden Book
Certificate which was presented to
him by Rabbi Silberhaft in appreci-
ation of his excellent efforts in
maintaining the Jewish cemetery
in nearby Okiep, which served the
entire area.

“Kotze suggested that, among
places we should visit was the the
Namaqualand Museum (formerly
the first and second synagogues in
Springbok - the former having
been previously a church and the
latter constructed when the con-
gregation outgrew the first). 

“He arranged that we collect the
keys to the cemetery at Okiep and
we found it to be in excellent condi-
tion. It was vandalised in 1996 by
Nazi sympathisers and thereafter
repaired with Jopie’s involvement.

“A famous Kokerboom is in evi-
dence growing in the cemetery. The
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graves of Joe and Bessie Jowell
include inscriptions in Afrikaans
at the bottom of the tombstones -
fine testimony indeed to the rela-
tionship between Afrikaners and
Jews in the area. 

“We learned that Cecil Jowell
was due in Springbok from Cape
Town the next evening, but unfor-
tunately we were leaving before
then. Abraham Teperson, hotel
owner, is also buried at the Okiep
cemetery. Ultimately, it is sad
that such a fine congregation
ceased to exist.”

To be continued.

BOKSBURG/ISRAEL

On August 30, 2008, Dennis Port
from Durban sent this e-mail to
Issy Kramer in Israel: “The
Jewish Report” is writing articles
about all the sportsmen and offi-
cials of yesteryear and water polo
seems to be the one they mention
most. I would like to have your
CV about what you have achieved
in water polo administration. I
have known you since we met at
the Park View Hotel (Durban)
1960. 

“You were the Springbok man-
ager of the 1960 team that I was
in. We were the only two Jewish
people in the team. You were the
founder of the Kramer League
and at present involved in world
water polo in Israel. I can go on
and on but leave it to you.” 

In reply, Kramer wrote:
(September 1 2008). “I’m worried.
At the rate that you are cross-
examining me, everyone will
think that you are my paid agent
on a love-meself-spree. I prac-
tised in Benoni and Boksburg as
an attorney, served as a city
councillor of Boksburg for 34
years (longest ever for
Boksburg), mayor and MPC
(Member Provincial Council).
And best of all, had a truly good
friend in Dennis Port from the
first time we officially met in the
hotel in Durban.”

(Continued later in the morn-
ing): “I started my serious water
polo interest when at Boksburg
High School. I captained the
school team and also the Eastern
Transvaal Junior team. (Also
played soccer for Boksburg AFC
and as a junior for Eastern
Transvaal. 

“I then played for Boksburg
Junior and Senior water polo
teams in the North-Eastern
Transvaal League after which I
graduated, in between refereeing
and playing, to become president
of the Eastern Transvaal
Amateur Swimming Association
(1959 -1976), acted as chairman of
the SA Water Polo Board of
Control and Selection Committee
and thereafter, became president
of the South African Swimming
Union from 1979 until 1991 when I
emigrated to Israel. 

“I also served as the Union’s
representative on the Olympic
Committee for approximately 20
years, serving on the executive
and also as vice-president of

COMMUNITY BUZZ
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NOCSA culminating in represent-
ing South Africa in Lausanne
when we were re-admitted to the
International Olympic Committee. 

“During this period I managed
the South African team overseas
on three occasions and also
became the vice-president of the
SA Football Association, from
which I retired in 1980 to concen-
trate on swimming, water polo,
synchro and diving.

“After my arrival in Israel, I was
asked to serve as treasurer of the
Israeli Water Polo Federation 1993-
’96 and then as president 1996-2000
during which time I was appointed
as a member of the Aquatic
League Europenne (LEN) Water
Polo Technical Committee on
which I have served since 1998.”

• The Inter-provincial Water
Polo tournament held annually in
South Africa, was named after Issy
Kramer.

• From Total’s Book of South
African Records, edited by Eric
Rosenthal (1975): “The largest
number of pharmaceutical che-
mists in a single South African
family is eight - for the
Tannenbaums. The Official regis-
ter of pharmacists lists Arnold
Tannenbaum, Arthur Tannen-
baum, Harold Tannenbaum,
Hyman Tannenbaum, Ivan Tan-
nenbaum, Jack Tannenbaum, Leo-
nard Tannenbaum and Stanley
Charles Tannenbaum. 

The dates of registration are
from 1921 to 1964.” 

• Community Buzz would like to
get some updates on the family as
pharmacists.

CONNECTING PEOPLE 

From Benji Shulman: “I recently
had occasion to meet a Biafran
man, a Mr James Oremma, who is
currently staying in South Africa.
He asked me if I could help him
find a friend of his in the Jewish
community that he lost touch with
many years ago. His name is
Samuel Jacobson and he has par-
ents who are currently in Tel Aviv. 

“He moved to America some
years ago to help with his business
which is in gemstones and which
used to operate out of a building in
Market Street, Johannesburg.
James said to me that he also
remembers two brothers, Dale and
Mark Jacobson, who lived in Cape
Town. 

“If anyone has any information
or contact details please send it to:
egoligreen@gmail.com. James
would love to meet his friend
again.

From Ina Wride: “Can you
please help me with contact details
for Ernest Waner? I am trying to
locate Ike Hayman. I believe he
was chairman for many years of
the Boksburg Soccer Club and we
are doing research on the history. 

“My children belong to the club -
iwride@westwing.co.za 

“Could Issy Kramer (above -
kramer1@inter.net.il) be a lead?
He was involved in the Boksburg
Soccer Club. Let us know.” 
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SOUTH AFRICA has a relatively low rate of
anti-Semitism. In fact, the rate of anti-
Semitism in the UK, France and Argentina is
10 times greater than that of South Africa, 15
times greater in Australia and nearly 20 times
greater in Canada and Germany.

So said David Saks, associate director of
the South African Jewish Board of Deputies,
speaking at the Gauteng Council Conference
in Johannesburg last weekend.

Jewry today, he said, was probably less vul-
nerable to anti-Jewish persecution than at
any time in the last 2 000 years at least. “We
know that anti-Jewish attitudes persist, and
that these frequently result in hostile acts
being committed against Jews and Jewish
institutions. The difference today is that only
a small minority of Jews now live under
regimes where anti-Semitism is officially
sanctioned. A century ago, the opposite was
true.” 

Perhaps the only remaining country where
significant numbers of Jews - approximately
25 000 - lived under an anti-Semitic regime,
was Iran. 

Looking at the international picture, one
discovered that the rise in anti-Semitism lev-
els was not uniform and, to a large extent, the
problem was confined to a handful of coun-
tries. 

These included France, the UK, Canada,
Germany and Australia, all of which were
now consistently recording between 400 and 1
000 anti-Semitic incidents each year, he said.

How does South Africa compare with its
Diaspora counterparts? he asks. 

“To date, we can fortunately claim to have
fallen very much into the ‘Not as serious’ cat-
egory. Last year, there were 59 incidents joint-
ly recorded by the SAJBD and the CSO. This
was a 33 per cent drop from the previous
year’s all-time high of 82 - which itself was
still well under 100,” said Saks. 

Why is anti-Semitism so low in this coun-
try, asks Saks.

A key reason, he says, is the fact that far-
right white organisations are today virtually
dormant and pose little, if any, threat to the
Jewish community. 

Before that, there had always been a per-
sistent threat emanating from the far-right,
and indeed it was this quarter that received
the most attention from the SAJBD in years
gone by.

Another possible reason for low local anti-
Semitism rates was the very strong anti-
racism ethos that existed in post-apartheid
South Africa. This was buttressed by such
factors as the Constitution and Bill of Rights,
the Human Rights Commission, Equality
Courts and legislation like the Promotion of
Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discri-
mination Act, he said. 

Of the 59 incidents logged last year, more
than half took the form of random verbal
abuse. Other forms of anti-Semitism included
graffiti, hate mail, derogatory comments
made in the public realm and the dissemina-
tion of offensive literature. 

“One has to go back as far as 1998 - 10 years
ago - to find a really serious act of anti-Jewish
violence, namely the bomb attack on the
Wynberg Synagogue in Cape Town. Actual
hostile acts against Jews may be low, but this
does not mean that intensely negative senti-
ment against Jews does not exist within sec-
tors of the population,” he pointed out.

A revealing example of this occurred at last
year’s FNB Islamic Finance Business
Awards, when a prominent Muslim business
leader, Solly Noor, called on Muslims to fol-
low the Jewish example and adopt their own
world domination programme along the lines
of the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion”. 

This last occurrence was indicative of a
very real problem, and that was the depth of
anti-Semitic feeling within the Muslim com-
munity, Saks said. 

Joffe: SAJBD in Gauteng has a
very full programme 

THE TWO-YEAR period since the last
Gauteng conference has seen significant
developments, both within the Jewish com-
munity and the wider society, said Doron
Joffe, chairman of the Gauteng Council. The
SAJBD was active in many fields, including:

• Representing the Jewish community
As a Jewish advocacy organisation, the
SAJBD works to establish contacts and build
bridges with the country’s leading opinion-
makers and decision-makers. 

During the period under review, the
Gauteng Council met with a wide range of
political, civic and media leaders. They
included President Thabo Mbeki, Deputy
President Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka,
Minister of Education Naledi Pandor,
Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Aziz Pahad,
DA leader Helen Zille, IFP’s Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, IFP MP Ruth
Rabinowitz, Gauteng MEC for Local
Government Dorothy Mahlangu and ANC
spokesman Jesse Duarte. 

• The SAJBD is constantly active in combat-
ing anti-Semitism and protecting Jewish
civil rights;

• Holocaust commemoration and education
- the most exciting development in the area
of Holocaust education in Gauteng has
been the establishment of the
Johannesburg Holocaust Centre next door
to Beyachad. 

• Representing Gauteng Jewry in the wider
society - the Gauteng Council, as the repre-
sentative voice of the Jewish community,
seeks to ensure that there is meaningful
Jewish participation in the affairs of the
broader society.

• Publications - the board brought out two
important publications promoting the work
of South African Jewry in the wider society.
Reach - Jewish Helping Hands in SA, focus-
ing on Jewish outreach and upliftment work
on behalf of underprivileged South
Africans, appeared in 2007. 

June 2008 saw the publication of Madiba
90 Years - A Tribute from South African
Jewry, celebrating the Jewish community’s
long association with Nelson Mandela and
wishing him well on his 90th birthday. 

The SAJBD, said Joffe, was one of the
main Jewish organisations that promoted
Jewish historical scholarship in South
Africa. One of the most important vehicles
for achieving this was its prestigious quar-
terly journal Jewish Affairs, the premier
cultural and historical journal of SA
Jewry. 

Jews must always be on their
guard, says Kahn

ALTHOUGH there were relatively low levels
of anti-Semitism in SA, in order to maintain
these rates, it was imperative for Jews to be
vigilant in this regard and to foster a zero tol-
erance attitude to this form of bigotry.

So said Wendy Kahn, national director of
the SAJBD, speaking on “How the SAJBD
combats anti-Semitism”.

“We are supported by government in this
regard, including the police, the NPA, the
Human Rights Commission, the Equality
Court and CRL and other bodies committed to
this objective.

“Every case presented to the Board is taken
seriously and investigated thoroughly to
ensure that it is indeed anti-Semitism and, in
order for us to determine the most effective
route to address the situation,” she said.

The Board’s definition is: “Any hostile
action directed at a Jewish person or institu-
tion in which the target’s Jewishness plays at
least a contributory role”. 

“We also need to ensure that the complaint
is legitimate and not a case of over-sensitivity. 

“I will now share a couple of amusing anec-
dotes to illustrate this point: At the beginning
of the electricity crisis, I received several calls
from aggrieved Jewish households alleging
that the power outages were targeted at the
Jewish community and was an act of overt
anti-Semitism.  

“Another instance was when the traffic
department targeted the Sandringham dip for
regular speed trapping exercises, I received
complaints of anti-Semitism. After all, speed
trapping near a Jewish area must be a result
of anti-Semitism,” she said.

Once the Board has established that a com-
plaint is legitimate and that it does constitute
anti-Semitism, then it needs to determine
whether or not it is worthwhile pursuing the
case.

“In order to channel the issue through the
policing and various justice bodies, we need to
ensure that we have sufficient evidence, the
most important component being a credible
witness that is prepared to follow through
with the case.  

“Our new Holocaust Centre in
Johannesburg already assists us with creat-
ing an understanding of tolerance in a con-
structive and effective manner. We also
arrange functions from time to time such as
the Freedom Seder prior to Pesach, the
Jewish Johannesburg Exhibition and a
kosher lunch we served for one of the local
newspapers.  

Hirsh: Fallacious, but many still
equate Israel with apartheid

DR DAVID Hirsh of the University of London,
speaking on “Anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism
in the international arena/ Diaspora”, said
many people (still) compared Israel with
apartheid South Africa.

This was not a true comparison, he said.

Israel was different to South Africa’s
apartheid because Jews went to Palestine to
escape anti-Semitism in Europe, in the
Middle East and in Russia.

Whites, he said, came to South Africa orig-
inally to rule over Africans.

Israel was built originally on an ideology
of Jewish labour while apartheid was based
on the profits made out of black labour.

There was no legal categorisation of
“race” in Israel. There were no laws which
enshrined different rights for different
“races”. Arabs, said Hirsh, in Israel were
equal citizens with equal legal and democrat-
ic rights.

“In Israel there is no racist segregation of
education, of hospitals, of transport etc. It is
true that there is racism in Israel, but it is of
a type much more like the racism that exists
in Britain, in the US, in the new South Africa.

“We all have a duty to fight to eradicate
racism. Israel, as a Jewish state, was founded
by a United Nations decision. It is recognised
as legitimate in international law while
international law recognises apartheid as a
crime.’

In Israel there is political freedom, free-
dom of association, freedom to form political
and civil society groups. In apartheid South
Africa, people and parties which opposed the
system were banned. 

Thipanyane: Constitution protects
against anti-Semitism

THE SOUTH African Constitution explicitly
protected against anti-Semitism and other
intolerances, Advocate Tseliso Thipanyane,
chief executive of the Human Rights
Commission, told the Conference in a talk
entitled “The Human Rights Commission as
advocate for our rights”.

In response to recent challenges to our
constitutional values, especially hate speech
or communication that is hurtful, harmful
and that promote or propagate hatred on the
basis of any of the prohibited grounds in our
equality legislation, such as race or religion,
the HRC has, over and above its mandate in
terms of the Constitution and the equality
legislation, to find appropriate redress for
violation of human rights. 

“We have embarked on a series of dia-
logues on the meaning and implications of
our Constitution’s founding values to nation
building and to the peaceful and harmonious
co-existence in our country across religious,
racial and political formations that charac-
terise us as people,” he said.

The HRC was confronting anti-Semitism
by bringing into full operation the Equality
Act, enacting legislation prohibiting hate
speech and hate crimes and developing a
national programme of action against
racism, xenophobia and other forms of intol-
erance, unfair discrimination, including
anti-Semitism - more so after the xenophobic
attacks in May.

He urged the Jewish community to assist
more broadly in this, rather than focusing
only inwardly into their own matters.

Keynote speaker David Hirsh,  Chairperson Zev Krengel, Advocate Tseliso Thipanyane, CEO Human Rights Commission and Wendy Kahn,

National Director, SAJBD. (PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

SA is spared virulent anti-Semitism - as yet
Saks: “One has to go
back as far as 1998 -
10 years ago - to find
a really serious act of
anti-Jewish violence.”
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JULIA COOK

DALIT ROCHMAN came to South
Africa to tell the Jewish community
here how her Israeli version of
“unity is strength”, can benefit
them locally. She emphasised that
so much could be achieved when a
community worked together to help
one another.

Rochman who has been involved
with volunteer work since the age of
12, and has headed several volun-
teer organisations, is now working
in the Israeli organisation Table to
Table. She told the recent Limmud
conference that there were more
than 45 000 volunteer programmes
operating in Israel. 

In an interview with Jewish
Report she said amazingly, an esti-
mated 85 per cent of adults in Israel
had dedicated at least one year of
their lives to volunteer work, she
pointed out. Currently about 32 per
cent of adults, 17 per cent of youth
and 12 per cent of Israel’s elderly,
participated in volunteer work on a
regular basis. 

She said interestingly, it had been
found that elderly people who per-
formed volunteer work, lived
longer. Sometimes even 85- and 90-
year-olds dedicated their time
towards helping others. One of
these volunteer organisations that
stood out from the rest, was Table to
Table, which Rochman had come to
South Africa to represent. 

Table to Table was founded in 2003
by Joseph Gitler, a new immigrant
from New York. He was inspired

when he read his newspapers and
often found that one factor that was
consistently recurring, was the star-
tling number of Israelis that went
hungry every day - approximately 1
650 000 Israelis, including 36 per
cent of all children, lived below the
poverty line. 

It occurred to him that a great
deal of food was being wasted every
day - food that could be used to feed
these hungry people. On this basis
he started his one-man operation,
where he would, for instance, go to
reception halls after a wedding or
bris, with containers and ask for the
leftover food to donate to people in
need. 

He bought new fridges for his
home, enlisted the help from others
and in the space of five years this
organisation had grown into the
largest food rescue organisation in
Israel, with 42 employees, seven
refrigerated trucks and some 5 000
volunteers per month, spread
across Table to Table’s various proj-
ects. 

The first project is the Preparing
Sandwiches programme. In Israel,
there are no private schools; chil-
dren from a wide variety of back-
grounds attend the same school,
and it was found that while some
children in a class are taken by their
parents to go skiing in Europe over
the holidays, others in the same
class cannot even bring food to
school every day. 

This is where Table to Table
comes in. Every day volunteers
make sandwiches from donated and

rescued food and send them to vari-
ous schools. The teachers know
which children do not have lunch,
and every day, so as not to embar-
rass these children, the teacher
makes all the children put their
lunches onto the same table and the
teacher places extra sandwiches on
the pile. 

All the children know which
lunches are theirs, and at break
they go and collect their lunches
without anyone knowing what hap-
pens, or the poor children knowing
where the food comes from. Twenty
five thousand sandwiches are pro-
vided daily in this way. This project
is funded by Hands On Tzedakah,
from Florida in the US. 

The next project involves collect-
ing food at night. Volunteers take
their own cars and go to catering
venues, hotels, bakeries and shop-
ping centres at night to collect any
perishables or leftovers that were
going to be thrown away. 

The third project that they carry
out involves Day Time Activity,
whereby thousands of meals that
are left over from corporate cafete-
rias and IDF bases, as well as food
that is due to reach its expiry date in
a couple of day’ time, and also tons
of “grade B” fresh produce from
farmers and packing houses, are
collected by seven refrigerated
trucks and distributed that day to
needy people. 

All of this food is redistributed for
free to over 120 organizations that
help a large variety of at-risk peo-
ple. 

Arab communities have their own
version of the programme, and
therefore do not require Table to
Table’s assistance as these other
groups do. 

The final project is “Project
Leket”, which involves gleaning.
The Torah instructs farmers to
leave rows in their fields untouched
for poor people to pick from, and
this is what many farmers do.
Therefore, Table to Table organises
groups of volunteers to go and pick
from these fields every now and
then, so that the food can be redis-
tributed to those in need.

About 3 500 volunteers enter
fields and orchards every month to
glean the excess produce. 

Every year before Shavuot, Table
to Table organises a 24-hour picking
session. Last year, they attracted 5
000 volunteers in this 24-hour period
to help. Every year over 2 950 000 kg
of farm produce and perishable
manufactured items are rescued
and redistributed. 

Here in Johannesburg certain
supermarkets have expressed an
interest in Table to Table’s endeav-
ours, with a view to introducing
similar programmes locally.
Certain non-Jewish organisations
in Cape Town have shown a similar
interest in Rochman’s work.

Making sure no-one
goes to bed hungry

A strawberry field in Hod Hasharon where the entire crop was donated

by the farmer to Table to Table.

Dalit Rochman.

The photo with the trolley of food was taken at a night-time pickup at

a major Tel Aviv shopping mall, where many restaurants and eateries

donate their leftover food to Table to Table at the end of the day. Two

volunteers are picking up the food and will load it into one of Table to

Table’s trucks to be taken away to food distribution organisations.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

ONE CONSEQUENCE of the centuries of anti-
Semitism is that Jews have extremely sensitive
antennae, constantly monitoring the social envi-
ronment for the slightest sign of anti-Jewish senti-
ments or actions, even in contexts where such
signs are rare, such as South Africa. 

Speakers at last Sunday’s conference of the
SAJBD (see story on page 8) put the rate of anti-
Semitism in the UK, France and Argentina at 10
times greater than in South Africa, in Australia 15
times greater and in Canada and Germany nearly
20 times greater.

But it still seems entirely appropriate for a con-
ference of the Jewish Board in Johannesburg to
have anti-Semitism as its theme, and to have an
expert on the topic as a keynote speaker. Anti-
Semitism may be low here, but there are worrying
signs of a resurgence elsewhere in the world. 

Anti-Semitism is something we don’t really
understand, even though entire libraries of books
have been written about it. There have been times
in history where Jews thought it had ended. But it
has always returned, often after mutating into dif-
ferent forms, like a virus. 

The consequences are complex and pervasive,
not only in our environment, but also in our own
behaviour and perceptions. Some of the anecdotes
quoted by Wendy Kahn, executive director of the
Gauteng Board, describe the more humorous side;
such as the perception by some Jews at the begin-
ning of Eskom’s power outages that they were tar-
geted at Jews and were acts of anti-Semitism. 

But there are more sinister sides that pervade
our perceptions and how we live in the world. 

Being the object of irrational hatred for so long
in so many places, has left a distinct residue in the
Jewish psyche. Eva Hoffman, in her penetrating
book, After Such Knowledge, analyses the inner
lives of the “second generation” - the children of
Holocaust survivors - and talks about the “impo-
tent anger that comes from being the object of gra-
tuitous hatred, even (or perhaps especially) if one
is hated in the abstract, as a member of a group”.

There are many ways in which this anger has
been channelled. Some Jews perceive themselves
as eternal “victims”; others are spurred to action.
One of the most recent and positive ways is to use
the Holocaust - and other forms of Jew-hatred - as
an educational launch-pad for activism against
genocide and hatred towards any people, in the
mode of the recently formed SA Holocaust
Foundation. To derive a universal message for all
mankind. 

Hoffman also touches on the psycho-reality for
Jews who were born after the events of the Second
World War. She quotes Dan Bar-on, an Israeli psy-
choanalyst who writes about the effect of the
Holocaust on three generations. He says: “My par-
ents’ generation grew up in a world without a
Holocaust, but for us there could be no such
world.”

Jews today do not know a world without a
Holocaust - except for the few remaining survivors
who grew up before it. While Jews have no direct
experience of it, they live in its shadow, forever
perplexed about how such a thing could actually
have happened. And their antennae are always
testing the air, nervous about how they are per-
ceived by other groups. 

We are fortunate to be so secure as Jewish South
Africans in this country, so free to wear our kippot
and other Jewish signifiers in public without fear.
Our antennae are not picking up many signals.
But, sadly, we dare not retract them. 

Celebrating 
40 years - or more
Our special supplement in this issue, containing

photographs of some 150 couples who have been
married for 40 years or more, caps what has been
a most remarkable response to the competition
run by WIZO Glenlinks and the Jewish Report for
“Brides of Yesteryear”. 

In all, some 300 couples sent in their pictures. In
an age in which so many marriages end in divorce,
it is a delight to celebrate so many long-standing
and successful unions. Mazeltov to you all! You are
all winners.

gation was allowed free access into
Hebron (though I suspect some coveted
arrest to boost their political vanities). 

The manner in which this entire visit
was staged, calls into question its
source of funding and the motives
behind such generosity. Could it per-
haps be part of the “Not In My Name’s”
hostile agenda towards Israel?

A true human rights agenda entails a
balanced view of both sides of the con-
flict. Had the delegation included some
mainstream Israelis into their itiner-
ary, the visit might have been more
credible. Clearly the delegation was not
paid for, nor encouraged to see both
sides of the divide. 

In fact it looked like a pre-deter-
mined packaged tour, their hosts tak-
ing them on a bus ride of their choice, a
“beaten track” carefully crafted to
show one side of the picture.  

It seems as if the eager delegates
were blasted with images of the most
bizarre (Hebron settlers) or complex
(Nablus) hot spots, obviously disinter-
ested in the bigger picture or seeing
human rights violations from the other
side. 

Their blatant partisan mission over-
looked a more important constituency.
Had they looked out of their plane win-
dow as they flew over greater Tel Aviv,
they would have noticed one third of
Israel’s population: decent hard work-
ing people, minding their own busi-
ness, embracing no negative senti-
ments towards their Palestinian neigh-
bours, and who have no desire other
than to bring this bloody conflict to an
end. 

This constituency is uniquely posi-
tioned to bring a peace process to
fruition, but in recent years, it was
severely attacked by vicious Palestinian
waves of suicide terror on a scale
unprecedented in human history, and
through human rights violations occa-
sioned by the deliberate daily shelling
of civilians around the Gaza Strip. 

This crucial aspect of human rights
was wilfully ignored by the Isaacs and
Geffen delegation. In a letter to your
paper (September 5 2008) delegates
earnestly explained why they did not
go to Sderot, as the purpose of their
tour was to lend support to their hosts,
“principled and courageous
Palestinians and Israelis... the locus of
their work (being) the West Bank”.  

Moreover, they ignored meeting with
the Palestinian Human Rights watch,
which monitors intra-Palestinian

human rights violations, as well as
human rights aspects related to terror-
ism. Instead they feasted their eyes on
the usual fare of picture posters of ter-
rorists, romantically revered as the
martyrs and freedom fighters on the
streets of Nablus, absolving the
Palestinians of all responsibility for our
dismal human rights situation.

As Israeli Ambassador, had I been
consulted, I should have gladly linked
the delegation with mainstream NGOs
on both sides who engage continuously
with each other, reaching out across the
geographical and psycho-political seam
line. 

I would have organised meetings with
some of the most critical commentators
in Israel of Israel, writers, poets, schol-
ars and journalists, who are burdened
as much with the pain the conflict
engenders in our region. But I fear this
delegation was reluctant to confront a
balanced view, because it gives no easy
answers. 

The toxic Kasrils-style equation of
Israel with apartheid has been a con-
stant refrain of delegates who should
have known better, given South Africa’s
negotiated settlement, which they
claimed to have been a part of. 

There is no message more fitting for
this delegation, than the poem of the
most illustrious Palestinian poet,
Mahmood Darwish, who sadly passed
away last month, (Economist August 23):

Time has passed by,
Our fate is an exception to the rule
Here lie a killer and the killed, 
asleep in
One hole
And it remains for another poet to
write the 
end of the script.

ILAN BARUCH
ISRAEL’S AMBASSADOR TO SA

THIRTY-FIVE years in diplomacy have
taught me one very important lesson:
there is no such thing as “a free lunch”. 

A visit to Israel and Palestine, by a
delegation of serious human rights
activists from South Africa, is not a fre-
quent occurrence. In my humble opin-
ion, were the visit better conceptu-
alised, planned, co-ordinated and exe-
cuted, it might have achieved its
declared goals to the benefit of both
Israelis and Palestinians. 

The responses to the visit and the
publicity generated both here and
abroad, have exacerbated rather than
contributed to the Middle East’s quest
for a peaceful solution. 

Allow me to state our position at the
outset: Israel has a long experience with
human rights activists who visit the
West Bank to demonstrate their solidar-
ity with the Palestinians. We do not bar
them from entering the West Bank, nei-
ther do we deny them protection,
despite their continuous bashing of
Israel for what they claim to be human
rights violations. 

It is, therefore, regrettable that
(Doron) Isaacs and (Nathan) Geffen
informed me about their planned visit at
a very late stage. I have much reason to
believe that this was done intentionally
as they suspected that I might derail
their efforts, given their unwillingness
to co-operate with me when I requested
a copy of the itinerary and list of the
names of the delegates. 

On the contrary, my office would have
ensured efforts to allow smooth entry
into Israel and the West Bank, which are
continuously under threats of terror
and requiring exceptional vigilance at
entry points. 

Although Isaacs and Geffen were pre-
pared to meet with me at a very late
stage - three days before their depar-
ture, to be exact - they refused to share
with me the itinerary, presumably fear-
ing obstruction. The itinerary was final-
ly e-mailed to me under the false
assumption that I promise, in return, a
smooth passage in and around the West
Bank. 

However, when the delegation was
denied entry into Hebron on day-by-day
monitored security grounds, a heated
debate ensued, with a number of dele-
gates suggesting in “Boy Scout style” to
“break the blockade”, even if arrested. 

Thanks to our intervention, the dele-

Trembling
Jewish antennae

shall ask them to read Andrew
Feinstein’s book, After the Party,
detailing corruption among highly-
placed ANC officials.  

When this delegation returns home,
they will write a report that vilifies and
excoriates the ANC government. The
situation is “as bad or even worse than
pre-1994”, they will say.   

Will their report be factual? Perhaps.
It will be based on the “facts”, as seen
by them.  

Will their report be balanced,
thoughtful and considered? Certainly
not. I suspect that the ANC will reject
their report; they will call it “unbal-
anced, trite and superficial”. And the
ANC will be right.   

What is going on here? Have I
“duped” the delegation? Am I a “mas-
termind”? Hardly. I have used a tried
and tested technique, called “selecting
the facts”.   

This technique was used (sometimes
quite effectively) by the apartheid gov-
ernment, pre-1994. It seems that the
leaders of the delegation have learned
their lesson well. 

But what of the delegates? I have
high regard for the delegates; I know

many of them, they are individuals of
integrity and compassion. They surely
weighed the pros and cons of the dele-
gation before going on the trip. They
knew that their trip would be a two-
edged sword.   

On the one hand, they believed that
their visit would help to support the
bridge-building efforts in the Middle
East. But they also knew the downside.   

They knew that their visit (and their
well-publicised report) would be seized
upon by Israel’s enemies. 

These enemies would use the report
to justify their hatred, and their mur-
derous intentions. This places their
report at a serious disadvantage, given
the grave threats faced by Israel; threats
to its very survival. Thus, the disadvan-
tages of the trip cancel out the advan-
tages; it is a zero-sum game.  

The conclusion is inescapable: in the
final analysis, the trip was pointless.   

So, the fundamental question is this:
Why did the delegates go on the trip? I
should dearly like to know the answer.    

Michael Renan
Camps Bay
Cape Town

STILL MORE on the human rights dele-
gation visit to the Middle East: I am con-
cerned about the human rights situation
in South Africa. In particular, I am con-
cerned that the process of reconstruction
and reconciliation is beset with problems,
and I should like to make a small contri-
bution towards helping the situation.  

Accordingly, I am going to invite a dele-
gation from the US to visit South Africa,
to visit with human rights groups here,
and generally to assist with the process. 

I shall invite the editor of the New York
Times and the editor of the Washington
Post. I shall also invite some judges and
some activists. When they arrive, I shall
take them to see the appalling housing
conditions in Khayalitsha and in
Crossroads, and in Alexandra.   

I shall also show them the drug-infest-
ed neighbourhoods on the Cape Flats, as
well as the overcrowded conditions in
South African prisons. In addition, I shall
show them the results of the recent xeno-
phobic violence. Then, to balance the sit-
uation, I shall present the ANC point of
view.   

I shall take them to see the luxurious
mansion of Cyril Ramaphosa, and the
elegant villa of Tokyo Sexwale. And I

HUMAN RIGHTS DELEGATION TRIP TO ME WAS ‘POINTLESS’

LETTERS

More letters on pages 14 & 15

‘Rights delegation’: missed opportunity
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ONE WALL of Chief Rabbi Dr Warren
Goldstein’s office is covered with photos,
with prominence given to those of his pred-
ecessors.

The chief rabbi says those photos are
there to give him a sense of perspective,
and to remind him how much work they
did to build the Office of the Chief Rabbi
into the institution it is today.

“I’ve been fortunate to inherit an office
that is held in very high regard both in the
local community and internationally,
because of the wonderful work my prede-
cessors did,” the chief rabbi said.

“It’s an institution the community bene-
fits from. It provides leadership for the
community and for the country as a
whole.”

The chief rabbi still misses the late Chief
Rabbi Cyril Harris. “Chief Rabbi Harris
had extraordinary kindness and a huge
generosity of spirit.

“During April 2004, when I was the chief
rabbi-elect, it was the second inauguration
of President Thabo Mbeki, and Chief Rabbi
Harris insisted I attend and deliver the
prayer in his place.”

Every community needs an institution
to hold all the diverse parts together, and
Chief Rabbi Goldstein believes it is his
office that fulfils that role on a macro
level.

“The Beth Din provides the halachic
infrastructure, and the Office of the Chief
Rabbi provides cohesiveness, inclusivity
and unity for the community.”

The chief rabbi dismisses the view that
there is polarisation within the communi-
ty. He gives the analogy of a family, where
there are different personalities and opin-
ions, leading to tension at times.

“I attend many functions and talk to
thousands of people and get the sense that
the community is a big family. We have our

disagreements, but in the end we’re still
brothers and sisters who love one anoth-
er.”

When asked about Limmud (and the fact
that Orthodox rabbis had been instructed
not to participate), he said: “We need a
sense of perspective and to focus on
Limmud is to lose perspective. In this com-
munity there are hundreds of educational
programmes attended by tens of thousands
of people.

“There sometimes tends to be an over-
focus on one programme and not enough
focus on others.”

The chief rabbi points out that there is
cohesion in the country with one cen-
tralised Beth Din that is recognised by all
segments of the community.

“Members of our community are proud
to be Jewish and proud to be part of the
community. There is tremendous tolerance
and openness, unprecedented in the world.

“Anyone, irrespective of how observant
they may or may not be, can walk into any
shul and be welcomed warmly as part of
the congregation. You don’t find that any-
where else in the world.”

He says there are many issues affecting
the community that require rabbinic input,
particularly when dealing with the govern-
ment and when interacting with broader
South African society.

One such issue is crime, and the chief
rabbi is proud of the CAP (Community
Active Protection) initiative and his
involvement with it.

“The Office of the Chief Rabbi got
involved and helped drive the initiative
because of the Torah imperative to save
lives, but also because it is beneficial to the
community.

“From a communal viewpoint, if we can
deal with crime, we can remove a major
reason for people wanting to leave the

country,” the chief rabbi said.
In October 2006 the chief rabbi met

President Mbeki and Charles Nqakula, the
safety and security minister, and told them
it was his “patriotic duty” to report the
mood on the ground and how bad the crime
problem was.

Since then CAP has been established and
protects more than 100 000 people across
nine regions in Johannesburg. In those
areas where CAP is active, contact crime
has fallen by between 80 and 90 per cent.

Two months ago the minister asked the
chief rabbi and Bradley Sifris, the chair-
man of the CSO, to brief him on the proj-
ect, because the ministry had noticed the
dramatic decrease in crime in those areas.

“We offered our help and support and are
now working closely with the ministry, so
there is a growing recognition on the part of
government of the severity of the problem.”

The chief rabbi says the CAP initiative is
only one example of why it is so inspiring
to serve South African Jewry, and why he
is optimistic about the community’s future.

“Look at CAP, Hatzolah, schools, welfare,
and you see a community that when con-
fronted with challenge, has the resources
to solve those problems, with help from
above, of course.

“This is a community that is not defeated
by problems, but finds ways around them.”

Another challenge facing the community
is the frequent attacks on Israel in the
media. Zionism is an important ethos in
the community and the chief rabbi is a
vocal defender of Israel.

“When engaging with most people they
believe in the justice of the cause of the
State of Israel. If this is undermined, it is a
severe threat.

“Israel needs a well motivated army to
defend her borders, so sniping at the cause
is a threat to Israel’s national security.

“First, we must defend Israel wherever
possible, and we must say that it is unfair
to besmirch Israel.

“Secondly, an attack on the cause of the
State of Israel affects Jewish security both
here and in Israel.

“If we disagree with attacks on the cause
of the State of Israel, we must say so, even
if that view is unpopular.”

One way the chief rabbi is engaging with
others to put the case for Israel, and to
build bridges generally, is through his
debating forum, which has hosted leaders
like Jacob Zuma and Ibrahim Rasool,
among others.

He is also proud of the Bill of
Responsibilities, which will soon become
part of the school curriculum.

“Although we all have human rights, in
Judaism we have responsibilities, so the
two documents complement each other.
Judaism teaches that we must focus on our
responsibilities to others and not only on
demanding our rights.”

The future of the community lies with
its children and the chief rabbi believes
strongly in doing everything possible to
nurture the youth. To this end he has com-
pletely revamped the batmitzvah pro-
gramme that ran for many years under
the auspices of the United Hebrew
Schools.

He has also established a youth leader-
ship forum and maintains regular contact
with the various youth groups and their
leadership.

Rabbi Goldstein - keeper
of the Jewish gate in SA
Three and a half years into his tenure as Chief Rabbi, Dr Warren
Goldstein gives some of his perspectives about his office, the Jewish
community and the country, in an interview with LESLIE HARRIS

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein  

(PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)



K 304 for piano and violin (to give the two instru-
ments their correct priority), sounded well-bal-
anced, with Jacobs responding with fine-toned
expressive playing emphasising Mozart’s lyri-
cism. 

Occasionally one felt that the bass passages in
octaves sounded a little too thick - something
that can happen in the dry Linder acoustic.
Notwithstanding the duo’s elegiac conception
there were moments when dramatic vividness
and urgency were spontaneously delineated
while embracing wholeheartedly the shaping of
the composer’s phrases.

In Strauss’s early Sonata in E-flat, Opus 18 we
hear a composer who had clearly found his own
voice. The Strauss we know is there in fits and
starts. It came across in this performance in all
sincerity. 

Richly Romantic, it brings over at times an
overwhelming variety of moods, undertones
and ironic characterisation into his music.
Especially the Andante sounded meltingly
beautiful.

In Szymanowski’s “La Fontaine d’Aréthuse”

the duo brought genuine vision to the soaring,
ecstatic lines within an Impressionistic aura,
while scrupulously observing the dynamic
nuances. Rowland’s sense of rapture is beguil-
ing, as was his control of intonation.

Poulenc’s Sonata was written with a defi-
nite programmatic subtext. He wrote it as 
an “in memoriam” for the Spanish poet
Federico García Lorca, murdered by Franco’s
henchmen.

The opening movement and finale recollect
the atrocities of the Spanish Civil War. The
performance was robust and often dark, but
never lost sight of its purely musical frame-
work. 

The Intermezzo brought out the soul of the
poet’s verse, with tender cantilenas and sugges-
tions of guitar plucking and strumming.

Finally Saint-Saëns’s Introduction and
Rondo Capriccioso was a thoroughbred virtu-
oso affair, taken at a dazzling tempo. Some of
us might prefer a bit more reflection in a per-
formance, but as a one-off, this kept us at the
edge of our seats.

Concert: Daniel Rowland, violin; Pieter Jacobs,
piano (Linder Auditorium)
Programme: Music by Mozart, Richard Strauss,
Szymanowski, Poulenc and Saint-Saëns
Tomorrow (September 20) at 20:00 in the Baxter
Concert Hall, Cape Town

REVIEWED BY PAUL BOEKKOOI

BRITISH-BORN violinist Daniel Rowland grew up
in The Netherlands, receiving there most of his
musical training in a tough, but enlightened musi-
cal environment. 

There are traits of the great pedagogues he stud-
ied with in his playing - Gitlis, Krebbers, Liberman
and Igor Oistrakh - although the intensity and pas-
sion of it carries a stamp of a highly developed
maturity, individuality and authenticity. 

With the (up to now) rather unashamedly
undervalued South African pianist Pieter Jacobs
as his duo partner, we were treated to a pro-
gramme reaching some lesser-known byways in
the violin repertoire.

Mozart’s two-movement Sonata in E minor, 

Rowland and Jacobs - a winning combination
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least one week prior to
publication

Art on Paper, Milpark: “A
show for Sheldon Cohen” by
Joachim Schönfeldt, until
October 4. 083-724-7560

Artspace, Parkwood: “Traces
of Memory” by Lee-At Meyer-
ov, until September 27. (011)880-
8802.

Baxter Theatre, Cape Town:
In the Concert Hall, Daniel
Rowland (violin) and Pieter
Jacobs (piano) perform works
by Mozart, Richard Strauss,
Debussy, Chausson and Saint-
Saëns, September 20. (021)685-
7880.

Civic, Braamfontein: In the
Nelson Mandela, David Bow-
nes’s “Full Monty”, until Oct-
ober 12. In the Tesson, Dorothy
Ann Gould and Michael
Maxwell perform Fugard’s
“Hello and Goodbye”, until
September 28. In the People’s
Theatre, “Little Red Riding
Hood and Other Stories” until
October 18 (011)877-6800.

Dance Factory, Newtown:
Arts Alive festival presents
“Joli”, choreographed by Kitty
Phetla, “Xiif-hunger”, choreo-
graphed by Thabo Rapoo and
“Fred Astaire Medley” choreo-
graphed by Iain MacDonald.
September 19-21. (011)482-3580.

Goodman Gallery: At
Woodstock, Cape Town, new
work by Sam Nhlengethwa,
until October 4 (021) 462-7573.
At Parkwood, Johannesburg,
new work by Tom Mulcaire,
until October 4. (011) 788-1113.

Market Theatre, Newtown:
In the Barney Simon Theatre,
Sylvaine Strike’s “Coupé”,
until October 26. (011) 832-1641.

National Children’s Thea-
tre, Parktown: “Aladdin and
the magic lamp”, directed by
Joyce Levinsohn, until Octo-
ber 18. (011)484-1584.

Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: Sylvaine
Strike’s “Pregnant Pause”,
with Michael Richard and
Charmaine Weir-Smith, until
September 27. At lunchtime on
September 19, Jean du Plessis
(baritone) and Michael Watt
(piano) perform; on September
26, Carel Henn (‘cello) and
Elize Kruger (piano) perform.
(011) 883-8606.

The Thompson Gallery,
Melville: Natalie Liknaitzky
and Sally Thompson present
“Defining Moments”, includ-
ing work by Beverley Price,
Susan Woolf, Roy Ndinisa,
until October 13. (011) 482-9719.

Wits Complex, Braamfon-
tein: In the Amphitheatre,
“Road” by Jim Cartwright,
directed by Leila Henriques,
until September 27. Down-
stairs, “Rhinoceros” by Eugene
Ionesco, directed by Robert
Hobbs, September 24 - October
4. In the Main Theatre, “Rush”
by Bailey Snyman, September
26 - October 4. (011) 717-1380.

décor. That said, it embraces something magi-
cal, organic, unpredictable, and remains cheek-
ily indifferent to categorisation, with its allur-
ingly simple presence.

Meyerov has earned a charismatic reputation
in the art competition and group show circuit.
Her choice of scale is unpredictable, her labour
intensiveness monumental. She’s the tea-drink-
ing artist who uses teabags as support for her
etchings, as well as a medium for her installa-
tions. 

In this year’s Absa L’Atelier, she was among
the competitors selected nationally for exhibi-
tion, with “Colony”, a work comprising thou-
sands of used teabags individually folded. The
effect is astonishingly simple, yet complex to the
point of obsessive.

Her current work comprises millions of
pieces of masking tape, each folded back on
itself, units in compositions both tight and loose.
It reflects modernist convention: the careless
careful loopy designs of Art Nouveau and the
logo-like intricacy of Lettrisme, from 1920s
France; as well as contemporary local meander-
ings. 

Think Jeremy Wafer, Walter Oltmann,
Sandile Zulu. Think traditional African objects
in which insulation tape replaces ostrich
eggshell beads. Meyerov’s influences are clear;
her aesthetic’s her own. Many of the works are
contained in Perspex; most are burnt, which
lends them delightful unruliness, yet desperate
fragility.

Not all pieces are equally successful, however.
The compositionally dispersed works feel like
arbitrary flotsam tailing off from the more
coherently constructed pieces; in their fragility,
they are thwarted compositionally, skirting
notions of décor. 

They’re further problematised as they con-
jure the idea of specimens under a microscope,
seemingly forming biology, not art. 

The titling feels forced and unnecessarily
descriptive: “Relic”, “Cell”, “Fracture”, under
the umbrella of “Memory” in the exhibition’s
title, aren’t persuasive - the visual thrust and
material contradiction of the works are their
conceptual strength and seductive edge:
they’re strong yet delicate; decorative like lace,
yet strangely abject: they aren’t dissimilar
from discarded snake skin; and they’re monu-
mental yet utterly transient like spider webs or
gossamer.

Meyerov’s aesthetic makes us look and look
again. The work is experimentally playful and
obsessive, keeping us curious. 

Because her voice is young, the work is
charming; she needs to take care to avert easi-
ness with her aesthetic methodology, however:
my gut tells me she doesn’t intend becoming a
chic décor princess; the danger is there.

Exhibition: “Traces of Memory” (Artspace,
Rosebank. (011) 880-8802)
Artist: Lee-At Meyerov 
Until: September 27

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN 

AN ALCHEMICAL truth that infiltrates fairytales
and social upliftment clichés is that base material
can be turned into gold. Lee-At Meyerov’s debut
solo offers a refreshing foray into this idea. 

Comprised of the unlikely medium of burnt
masking tape, the work is visually minimalist, out-
wardly modernist and quietly introspective, yet
gritty in its awareness of local aesthetic. 

It is, however, thwarted in two ways. Its titling is
self-conscious; and it could teeter into high-end

Installation shot of “Traces of Memory”. PHOTOGRAPHS: RONEL DE JAGER

Visually minimalist, outwardly
modernist and introspective

tion, dispatches Hellboy and his team of freaks to
prevent an anarchical underworld prince (Luke
Goss) from awakening a long-dormant army of
killing machines, The Golden Army.

Del Toro has brought this comic-book hero
vividly to life in a fantasy yarn that is both com-
pelling and hugely entertaining.

Swing Vote

Cast: Kevin Costner, Madeline Carroll, Paula
Patton, Kelsey Grammer, Dennis Hopper,

Nathan Lane, Stanley Tucci
Director: Joshua Michael Stern

With the American Presidential elections com-
ing up in November, “Swing Vote” helps capture
the mood of the event and plays on the impor-
tance of voting. 

The story focuses on two characters; a love-
able, apathetic loser from a hick town and his
bright, over-achiever 12-year-old daughter.

Kevin Costner, who can portray this type of
character in his sleep, is the boozy Bud Johnson
whose life has passed him by.

Wholesome and impressive newcomer,
Madeline Carroll, is Molly, his ambitious daugh-
ter, who takes care of them both. In a moment of
mischief, Molly sets off a chain of events that

ends with her father having to cast a cru-
cial vote that will decide the next President
of the United States.

The small town of Texico is besieged by
politicians and a huge media contingent,
which descend on sleepy hollow and trans-
form Bud into a “celebrity”.

Joshua Michael Stern has fashioned a
film that has a certain charm but this
wears thin in a political satire that is
devoid of real bite, vision or genuine
insight into the American political system. 

It makes fun of the hillbilly types in this
neck of the woods and then reminds every-
one that these people are a powerful factor
in a general election.

The inclusion of character actors of the
calibre of Kelsey Grammer (as the US
President), Dennis Hopper (as his
Democrat opponent), and Nathan Lane
and Stanley Tucci as campaign managers,
hardly improves matters because they
have very little screen time to leave a
mark.

A positive aspect of “Swing Vote” is the
loving relationship between father and
daughter, but even this cannot fully
enhance a shallow narrative with its
abrupt no-ending.    

FELDMAN ON
FILM 
Peter Feldman

Hellboy 2: The Golden Army

Cast: Ron Perlman, Selma Blair, Doug Jones,
John Alexander, James Donn, 

Luke Gross
Director: Guillermo del Toro

Visionary director Guillermo del Toro has once
again injected his visual flair and ingenuity
into his second “Hellboy” fantasy - and created
a monster that will rattle the box office.

It’s much in the vein of his successful Oscar
triumph, “Pan’s Labyrinth”, but it’s an auda-
cious production awash with action, pathos,
humour and emotion - and a battalion of out-of-
this-world creatures that will rock you.

Giant actor Ron Perlman once more slips
effortlessly into the horned, over-muscled
occult detective Hellboy, a character with a sly
wit and a hard-boiled attitude.

This time the Bureau of Paranormal
Research and Defence, a top-secret organisa-




