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Graca Machel, wife of former President Nelson Mandela, makes a point during
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein’s debating forum. The forum’s over-arching theme is
“Enriching tomorrrow, sharing ideas pertaining to SA’s future”. The latest debate
had as its sub-theme “In defence of the child”. (PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)
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THE SEPTEMBER 17 Kadima Party primary comes after Prime Minister Ehud Olmert announced he
would resign following a string of corruption scandals. Assuming the primary winner can put together
a coalition government, she - or he - will automatically assume the premiership.  SEE PAGE 11
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Unintentional acts of kindness

MARLENE WAKS

ONE HUNDRED and twenty years
ago a petition was sent from
Klerksdorp (in the present
Northwest Province) to the State
President of the Zuid-Afrikaansche
Republiek in Pretoria, asking for
land for a Jewish cemetery.

This week the Klerksdorp com-
munity celebrated this anniver-
sary with a shul service, luncheon
and exhibition.

Michael Waks, chairman of the
community, welcomed all and
made reference to past chairmen
and presidents. Jackey Shall went
down memory lane, reminiscing
about happenings in Klerksdorp,
on life and recalling anecdotes.

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiritu-

al leader of the country communi-
ties, intoned the Haskarah to past
members, and Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein addressed the
gathering.  

Many past members came to
Klerksdorp to celebrate this aus-
picious occasion and to reaffirm
their roots. Among the guests
were four generations - Second
Vice President Jack Franks and
his wife, their two daughters,
granddaughter and great-grand-
daughter.  

Hennie Nochimowitz who is 95 -
mother of radio personality John
Berks - came with her two daugh-
ters. She was the first female mem-
ber of the Klerksdorp Chevrah
Kadisha.  

Looking at the exhibition brou-

ght back wonderful memories of
bygone years and promoted
much laughter, sadness and dis-
cussion - from an (initial) won-
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derful community of 180 mem-
bers to a very dedicated, very
much alive present-day commu-
nity of 23 members.

Rabin who has lived in the area
with his family for the past three
months, has already been canvass-
ing the area for Jewish people. He
says he plans to start a new shul,
Chabad of Fourways in the garage
of their home in Craigavon.

Rabbi Rabin attended Torah
Academy where he was the head
boy. Afterwards, he attended vari-
ous yeshivot specifically, in
Mebourne, Australia for 18 months

and Crown Heights in New York,
before returning to South Africa to
do his smicha in Pretoria.

His wife Yael who was also a
learner at Torah Academy, also
spent much time learning over-
seas: six years in Sydney, a year in
Tsfat, Israel and a while in
Alabama in the US, where she
taught in a nursery school. 

Since their marriage, the couple
have travelled to many places over-

seas running camps and pro-
grammes in Budapest, Austria,
Slovakia, etc.

Their main achievement was
when working with birthright
israel, they took 1 500 students in
groups over a three month period
to Israel, touring the country’s
major centres while at the same
time imparting a knowledge of the
country and Judaism.

Rabbi Rabin says he and his wife
have already planned many proj-
ects, starting a barmitzvah pro-
gramme, a cheder (to teach chil-
dren to read and learn about their
heritage, religion, traditions, etc)
among other things. 

They also plan to hold women’s
programmes, kicking off with a les-
son in challa making with all the
attendant spiritual implications,
weekly Kabbalah, as well as regular
Friday night and Shabbat services. 

Rabbi Rabin’s number is 082-822-
6112 and he can be reached by 
e-mail on rdr@chabad.org.za 

charity, nevertheless - his act is
consistent with his true, inner
desire to fulfil G-d’s command.
This is what he truly wants to do.
And so, it is for good reason that
the Torah promises him reward
and blessing.

As we approach the High
Holidays, this is an important
message to keep in mind. Let us
work on revealing our true
essence and consciously applying
it in our day-to-day behaviour.
Then, we will have synchronised
our conscious self with our
unconscious soul.

May we all be inscribed for a
good and sweet year. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

et and unwittingly loses a coin. A
pauper then passes by, picks up the
coin and buys himself some food to
eat. There too, it is considered as if
he actually gave the coin as charity
to the pauper.

Blessing? Reward? What for? He
did not willingly give charity to the
needy! He forgot the bundle of
wheat; he lost money from a hole in
his pocket. Why is he being reward-
ed and blessed? He didn’t con-
sciously do anything good!

The answer is that Judaism
believes that, subconsciously, this
person really does want to give the
bundle as charity. Every Jew, basi-
cally, wants to do the right thing -
always - including helping out the
less fortunate. 

Sometimes, our conscious state
may be affected by external pres-
sures that cause us to think or act in
a way that is contrary to our essen-
tial nature, but inherently we all
want to do good.

Thus, by leaving the bundle
behind in the field - although con-
sciously he never intended to give

natural practice would be to go
back and collect that bundle. “No,”
says the Torah, “you may not go
back to take it. It must be left for
the convert, the orphan and the
widow.”

The Midrash teaches us that by
following Torah’s instruction and
leaving the bundle behind, it is
considered as if the farmer actual-
ly gave the bundle as charity to an
individual in need. Therefore the
farmer is deserving of Divine
blessing, as the next few words of
the verse read: “...so that Hashem
your G-d will bless you in every-
thing you do.” 

The Midrash compares this to a
person who has a hole in his pock-

EVERY ONE of us has been given
the choice of whether to do good or
not. If we decide to perform a good
deed, it is because we have con-
sciously decided to do so. 

Have you ever met someone
going to shul oblivious of where he
is going? Is it possible to put on
tefillin inadvertently? Such phe-
nomena would be difficult to imag-
ine. We are usually aware of the
actions we take throughout our
lives.

It is for this reason that G-d
promises to reward us for fulfilling
His commandments. We have the
choice to either follow His instruc-
tions or not. When we consciously
take control of our lives and devote
ourselves to fulfilling His direc-
tives, we are deserving of reward - a
reward for making that conscious,
deliberate decision.

In this week’s Torah portion we
read about a person who, uninten-
tionally, does a good deed. A
farmer, busy reaping the harvest in
his field, realises that he acciden-
tally forgot a bundle behind. The

Guests at the shul service before the luncheon.

Rabbi Dovi

Rabin with

his wife Yael

and son

Menachem

Mendel.

Magic 120 years - as Klerksdorp celebrates in style

Welcome to Chabad of Fourways, the new kid on the block
RITA LEWIS

IT IS always sad when a shul is
forced to close down - either as the
result of a dwindling community or
shift in demographics. But it is equal-
ly joyous to welcome a new shul.

The demographic shift, which in
Johannesburg (in Jewish terms)
means a move to the north, is taking
with it a tidal wave of young Jewish
families who are choosing to leave
their families in the “traditional”
Jewish areas and starting anew in
hitherto unsettled pastures.

This movement to areas with no
Jewish facilities as yet, is emphasis-
ing the urgency to address the situa-
tion and supply necessary facilities.

Chabad has recently reacted to
meet this need for a spiritual home
for Jews moving into the Fourways
area, by sending one of its young
rabbis out on shlichut to start a new
congregation in the area, where at
present there’s no shul.

Johannesburg-born Rabbi Dovi



12 - 19 September 2008 SA JEWISH REPORT 3

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

WASHINGTON - Several
swastikas were found painted on
homes in a Washington suburb
that is home to many Israelis. 

Police are investigating the
vandalism in the Rockville,
Maryland, neighbourhood as a
hate crime, according to the
Israeli daily Ha'aretz. 

The vandalism, which was dis-

covered on September 6, comes a
few months after some Israeli
children in the neighbourhood
were attacked in what residents
described as an anti-Semitic
assault, according to the newspa-
per. 

In response to the incidents,
residents have requested
increased security. (JTA)

SWASTIKAS PAINTED IN DC SUBURB

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
SHELLEY ELK

LIFE-SIZE Lions of Judah were
given by the SAZF to 18 schools ear-
lier this year in Port Elizabeth,
Durban, Cape Town and
Johannesburg, for their learners to
decorate them, expressing the
theme of Israel’s 60th birthday. The
winner was announced last week-
end.

Bev Goldman, head of PR at the
SAZF, said the winning lion was
“absolutely fantastic; we are
delighted. They followed the crite-
ria and the brief and we are
thrilled with the results.”

KDS art teacher Vivienne
Weiner took the grade 7 learners
out of school for an hour on
Monday morning to see the exhibi-
tion and broke the news of their
victory. 

“They were elated,” she said.

“They were so dedicated
and worked very hard,
came to school at 07:00
and after school, and for
the first few days of the
July holidays. They real-
ly deserved to win.”

Weiner explained how
the learners learned to
integrate and examine
art. KDS grade 7 learners were
given an opportunity to present a
proposal and three were selected. It
proved difficult to work with and
integrate three different designs so
‘it became a work-in-progress’. 

“They thought about Israel
then, now and in the future.
Symbols were linked up and vari-
ous motifs were used, including
the menorah, a symbol of light
and hope; the dove and the story of
Noah also denoted our roots and
past history, which still has rele-
vance today and is a symbol for

hope and the future.”
Learners were given freedom to

decorate the lions any way they
want, with colours, stickers,
mosaics - it was up to the children
and art teachers in each school. 

The life size lions were coated
with a primer which allowed for
almost any medium to be used for
decoration. 

Goldman said the Lions of Judah
were on display till the end of the
week, and SAZF was still in the
process of deciding if the lions
would go on public display.

KDS lion
roars to
victory
King David Sandton’s
Lion of Judah has won
the SA Zionist
Federation’s Art
Exhibition competition,
celebrating Israel’s
60th birthday. 




