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Israel faces new election
WITH ISRAEL headed for new general elections probably early next year, supporters and 

opponents of Tzipi Livni are putting a very different gloss on her failure to form a governing 

coalition. Opponents say her inability shows she is not yet seasoned enough to lead. Supporters

say the reasons for her failure show precisely why she is the best candidate.   PAGE 9

Israeli President Shimon Peres met with Tzipi Livni, the prime minister-designate, on

October 20. Livni has subsequently told him that she could not succeed in putting a

coalition government together. Peres has accepted that and has agreed to general

elections, in the new year. (CREDIT: BRIAN HENDLER)
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Johannesburg

Free will and human imperfections

DAVID SAKS

NOVEMBER 9 2008 will be the
70th anniversary of the most noto-
rious pogrom in modern times,
the infamous Kristallnacht - Night
of the Broken Glass - mob attacks
on synagogues and Jewish-owned
businesses throughout Nazi
Germany. 

The pogrom, which saw the
first major escalation of anti-
Jewish prejudice from relatively
passive discrimination to direct,
state-sponsored violence, is now
widely considered to have
marked the real beginning of the
Holocaust. Inter alia, more than 

1 000 synagogues were destroyed. 
To mark the anniversary, the

SAJBD (Gauteng Council),
Johannesburg Holocaust Centre
and Goethe-Institut in Johan-
nesburg, will be hosting a lecture
and PowerPoint presentation by
architectural historian Dr Marc
Grellert. Entitled “Synagogues in
Germany - the Virtual Recon-
struction Project - 70 years after
Kristallnacht”, it focuses on the
work that is being done in
Germany to reconstruct and pre-
serve this aspect of their coun-
try’s heritage that was all but
eradicated under Nazi rule. 

When one of the few remaining

synagogues in the German city of
Lubeck was subjected to an arson
attack by neo-Nazis in 1994, many
saw it as history threatening to
repeat itself. 

Although he is not Jewish,
Grellert, at the time a student
and today assistant professor 
of architecture at Darmstadt
Technical University in Ger-
many, was one of them. 

His response to the incident
was to channel his moral outrage
into launching a unique histori-
cal documentation project, using
modern technology to bring back
to virtual life German syna-
gogues that were destroyed dur-
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November 1 / 3 Cheshvan

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

18:07 18:58 Johannesburg

17:51 19:52 Cape Town

18:00 18:52 Durban

18:18 19:10 Bloemfontein

18:00 19:22 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:11 East London

wise. 
In Noah G-d had a human with

no apparent yearning for free
will. By basing future humanity
on Noah, G-d could abolish the
troublesome free will. 

But Noah is not a new creation.
Passive he may be, but he retains
in him the ability to act freely.
Having obeyed G-d without ques-
tion, having survived the flood,
his latent human nature,
inclined to act freely, asserts
itself.

Having reached dry land, with-
out being told to do so, he sponta-
neously builds an altar and sac-
rifices burnt offerings to G-d.

G-d’s response upon smelling
the pleasing odour is to declare:
“Never again will I bring doom
upon the earth on account of
what people do, though the
human mind inclines to evil from
youth onward...”(Bereshit 8: 21). 

Acting of his own free will,
Noah turned to his creator in
love. G-d responded, abandoning
previous plans, accepting the

Adam and Eve freely chose to dis-
obey G-d, leading to expulsion
from the Garden. 

Free will led to the violence
with which humans filled the
earth. In deciding to destroy
humanity, was G-d choosing to
destroy free will, the project, one
might even say the gamble,
which had gone so wrong? Did G-
d wish once more for an inno-
cence world?

The commentary of Rabbi
Ovadia Seforno hints at such.
Seforno tells us that Noah “was
righteous in his actions and inno-
cent in his ideas” (on Bereshit 6:
9), that is, Noah did as he was
told, he did not think to do other-

THE TORAH contains many
examples of the capacity of sto-
ries to teach subtle religious and
moral truths. What are we taught
in the narrative of Noah? The
central character is Noah, yet the
Torah offers rather sketchy
details of Noah’s life and charac-
ter and few of his words.

It is the character of G-d which
is the key focus of the narrative.
We learn that G-d has watched as
the generations of humanity
come and go, each moving further
from the paradise established in
Gan Eden.

Eventually, G-d tells Noah:
“The end of all flesh has come (to
mind) before Me, because the
earth is full of violence on their
account.” 

One can sense deep regret in
those words. Is the regret simply
that humanity had failed? Or was
the regret that something more
had failed, a project in which G-d
had invested too?

The first humans were
endowed by G-d with free will.

risk which humanity’s posses-
sion of free will posed to the
world. By allowing humans to
be free moral actors G-d accepts
the imperfection which may
result.

G-d weighed the options of a
passive humanity and good
order in the world against a
morally free humanity capable
of creating negative conse-
quences for society.

So perhaps the Noah story is
teaching us that love for G-d
and obedience to G-d’s will is
best arrived at through free
choice, not because we are pas-
sive or coerced - and that this is
best for us and best for G-d.

ing the Nazi era as a new, inter-
active form of remembrance.

Since embarking on the proj-
ect Grellert, together with
Professor Manfred Koob at
Darmastadt Technical Univer-
sity, has been project leader of
various other virtual reconstruc-
tions. These included the
Imperials Tombs of Xi’an (China),
Vatican Palace at the time of the
High Renaissance and Angkor -
The Temples of the Khmer. 

Today, visitors to the website of
the university’s architecture
department (http://www.cad.-
architektur.tu-darmstadt.de/syn-
agogen/inter/menu.html) can
view three-dimensional images of
numerous recreated synagogues
and read about the architectural
and cultural history of each. 

In his presentation, which will
be followed by a film and discus-
sion, Grellert will talk about
what motivated him to under-
take the project, the problems
experienced and how they were
overcome and what has been
achieved to date. 

The presentation will be held
at the Goethe-Institut, 119 Jan
Smuts Avenue (corner Newport
Road, between Zoo Lake and the
Goodman Gallery), on Novem-
ber 9, 17:00 for 17:30. Light re-
freshments will be served before
the commencement of the talk. 

RSVP: Shirley on (011) 645-2583
or beagle@beyachad.co.za or
Kaja on (011) 442-3232 or kop-
kow@johannesburg.goethe.org 

70th anniversary of Kristallnacht
to be marked at Goethe-Institut
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The synagogue in Baden Baden burns on Kristallnacht.
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OBE - the biggest 
educational mistake
country has made

Dr Mamphela Ramphele signs a copy of her book at The Living Newspaper session.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

“IF YOU think of transformation as blacks
replacing whites, that’s when the lights go
out.” So said Dr Mamphela Ramphele, who
pulled no punches on the present state of
the country, addressing a session of The
Living Newspaper. 

Ramphele is a former managing director
of the World Bank and a past vice-chancel-
lor of the University of Cape Town (UCT). 

Also speaking at the session were Sandra
Botha, leader of the Democratic Alliance in
Parliament and Dr Ruth Rabinowitz MP,
health spokesman for the Inkatha Freedom
Party. 

Referring to her recent book, Laying
Ghosts to Rest - Dilemmas of the
Transformation in South Africa, Ramphele
said it was necessary to acknowledge “how
wounded we are by past and present prac-
tices. We’ve chosen the worst curriculum
in education we could have”, she said,
referring to Outcomes Based Education
(OBE).

“No country in the world has done it suc-
cessfully. All have dumped it - not us.

“We stick to it because we’re afraid to
admit mistakes,” she claimed, referring to a
fear on the part of the country’s leaders of
being labelled an “inferior black-dominated
government. We’re allowed to make mis-
takes, we’re not allowed not to learn from
them - and we’re not learning from ours.”

Ramphele described the Jewish commu-
nity as “an amazing example” of the impor-
tance of matters of the spirit. “You don’t
dwell on your disadvantages. You say: ‘How
are we going to transcend the disadvan-
tages to become the people we were des-
tined to be’.”

She said “cool heads” were needed to har-

ness the lessons of the last 14 years “and
believe you me, we have much to celebrate”.
She described the current political situa-
tion as a “window of opportunity for Mr
and Mrs South Africa to say: ‘We’re going to
make a difference.’

“We as citizens have been silent for far
too long when we saw things going in the
wrong direction. We have to earn our free-
dom every day and we get the leaders we
deserve.” 

Referring to the Freedom Charter ideal of
“The people shall govern”, Ramphele said
the lack of experience in doing so presented
a practical dilemma. Recalling her tenure
as vice-chancellor of UCT, she spoke of the
wisdom of “mixing old and new in order to
achieve what we have to.

“It’s important to have symbols of
change,” she acknowledged, “but if I didn’t
have the knowledge, there’s no point.
Symbolism must be accompanied by com-
petence - I surrounded myself with a great
team and so I looked good,” she said, to the
audience’s amusement.

Stressing that visionary leadership was
needed at the political level, in the private
sector and in civil society, Ramphele
accused the private sector of having “sat
back and allowed the government to make
mistakes - they didn’t want to offend their
royal highnesses”. Economic policy should
be recalibrated - we had a great macroeco-
nomic framework, but very bad micro-poli-
cies. 

Strongly advocating the abolition of OBE,
Ramphele said she was “prepared to march
on Parliament if you’ll join me. It has failed
our nation and our children. 

“We need to return to the four Rs - read-
ing, writing, arithmetic and reason. Our
children can’t speak, they can’t add - they
need a calculator to work out what four
minus three is.

“We need to focus on excellence and
incentivise those who’re doing well. We
need a school system with extramural
activities - sports, artwork, singing,” she
said to applause.

Rhoda Kadalie, anti-apartheid activist
and former Human Rights Commissioner
who chaired the session, said it was impor-
tant to remember that liberation move-
ments worldwide often made bad govern-
ments. “Unless you do your part,” she
warned the audience, “unlike the Titanic
that went down with its lights on, we’re just
gonna go down.”

‘No country in the world 

has done it successfully. All

have dumped it - not us.

...We stick to it because we’re

afraid to admit mistakes’
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UKRAINIAN-JEWISH RELATIONSHIP TOPIC OF CONFAB

KIEV, Ukraine - Academics gathered in Kiev
this week for an international conference on the
Ukrainian-Jewish relationship. 

Interethnic and interfaith dialogue, issues of
cultural relationship and problems of the clari-
fication of historic and social memory, were
among the topics debated on Wednesday in Kiev. 

Researchers from Ukraine, Israel and other
countries met in the capital of Ukraine to dis-
cuss "Problems of Clarification of Historic
Memory and Ways of Handling Negative
Stereotypes in the Ukrainian-Jewish
Relationship". 

The event was organised by the Ukrainian
Jewish Committee, headed by lawmaker

Aleksandr Feldman, with the Ukrainian
Institute for National Memory. Among other
issues, the conference addressed the compara-
tive analysis of the Holocaust and the
Golodomor famine and the issue of Golodomor
recognition as a genocide against the Ukrainian
people. 

Well-known Ukrainian scientists presented
participants with documents from Soviet KGB
archives detailing contacts between the Zionist
party and Ukrainian underground nationalistic
organisations in 1947, and about activities of the
Soviet secret services to incite the Ukrainian-
Jewish relationship that still remain secret.
(JTA)

MOSCOW MANHUNT FOR ESCAPED SKINHEAD

MOSCOW - The manhunt continues in Moscow for
an escaped skinhead who is suspected of 10 murders. 

Vasily Krivetz, 20, went with officers to a train sta-
tion on the outskirts of the Russian capital, where
police hoped he would describe how he carried out
the murder of an elderly Jewish violinist. 

Krivetz was arrested this summer in connection
with 10 ethnically motivated murders. He also was
the leader of a nationalist group for youths in
Moscow. 

Krivetz was handcuffed to one of the guards but
still managed to escape. He pushed the guard down
and fled into a nearby courtyard. Moscow police filed
a negligence charge last week against the officer who
allowed Krivetz to escape. (JTA)

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

CHAI SOUTH Africa needs you!
This was the message delivered by
two former South Africans, Claire
Ellman and Sharleen Wollach, on
a recent visit to this country.

From its humble beginnings e-
mailing South Africans living
overseas, Chai South Africa today
raises hundreds of thousands of
dollars to assist homes for the
Jewish aged, mentally handi-
capped, mentally ill and children
in need in Johannesburg, Cape
Town, Pretoria, Durban and
Bulawayo. 

The organisation, launched in
the United States eight years ago
by former Capetonians Charles
Jaffe and Ellman, together with a
former Johannesburg couple,
David and Felicia Mandelbaum,
has been followed by a sister
organisation in Canada as well as
Euro Chai which is based in
London.

Ellman, the granddaughter of
legendary communal leader M H
Goldschmidt, along with former
Durbanite and newly-appointed
fund development officer for the
organisation, Wollach, both
California-based, were on a mis-
sion to raise awareness of their
work in the community and to
stress that the success of the ven-
ture is equally dependant on local
support. 

For starters, the organisation
needs to increase its data base.
“We need every board member of
every home (here) to give us their
wedding or barmitzvah lists that
includes names of their family
and friends overseas,” says
Ellman.

“People feel so protective... let
them give 18 dollars!” she
exclaims. “We’re not asking for
huge amounts of money.” 

“We often find that people want
to participate back here in South
Africa but they don’t know how,
where or with whom,” adds
Wollach. “Many have lost touch
with what’s going on here - they
need an awareness on an ongoing
basis.”

Both speak of the “critical” role
of South Africans in informing

friends and family overseas of
Chai SA’s existence.  

The group is creating liaison
committees in each of the major
cities where there are “big pock-
ets” of South Africans “because
Joe Cohen in Boston has a better
understanding of his community,
who the main machers are, who
the workers are. We’re trying to
get them to help us with our data-
base and to create events that will
work in their cities,” says Ellman. 

Chai SA is into project-specific
funding - whether it’s the new
kitchen built at Beth Shalom
(Home for the Jewish Aged) in
Durban, upgrading the dining-
room at Highlands House (Home
for the Jewish Aged in Cape
Town) or rooms in its Alzheimer’s
wing, Ellman says. 

“Overseas donors are much
more tangible-minded - buying
wheelchairs or even upgrading
nursing staff, those are things
that make people feel they’re par-
ticipating.” 

Wollach says that Chai SA does
“very well” from the “phone-
athons” that it runs as part of its
fundraising activities. “That’s
because people like the one-on-
one contact - they want to hear a
South African voice on the other
end of the phone asking them for
whatever they can give.” 

“We’re here to do a needs
assessment of the homes and try-
ing to get them to understand that
whoever’s involved in the homes
needs to help us to help them,”
Ellman stresses. Chai SA is in fact
among the top five donors of most
of the homes and Wollach asks
that it be treated as such by main-
taining channels of communica-
tion “so that we don’t have to nag
them five times”.  

Ellman would like board mem-
bers of the homes to “give us just
one evening” when travelling
overseas in order to meet with a
few major donors and explain
“what’s happening on the
ground” with the home. 

“We can raise money on the
spot - that’s the responsibility of a
board member and the staff as
well,” she insists. 

• Go to Chai South Africa’s web-
site at www.chaisouthafrica.com 

Chai SA (definitely)
needs you!

FROM NOVEMBER 10 to
December 10 the Seeking Refuge
exhibition, developed by the
Cape Town Holocaust Centre,
will mark the 70th anniversary of
the pogrom of Kristallnacht
against synagogues and Jewish
businesses on November 9 and 10
1938.

The exhibition documents nar-
ratives of individuals and fami-
lies who fled Nazi Germany and
settled in South Africa. The nar-
ratives include those created for
the Johannesburg and Durban
exhibitions which took place
over the last few years since the
exhibition was first developed in
Cape Town in 2003.

The exhibition also looks at
how contemporary Germany is
confronting its past through
museums, memorials and educa-
tional projects The exhibition
will be opened by Germany’s
ambassador to South Africa,
Dieter Haller.

An ancillary programme of
events will include a series of
films by Axel Corti and guided
tours of the exhibition on
Sunday November 16 and 23,
from 10:00 - 1s Symposium on

refugees will be held on
November 20.

The accompanying photograph
was taken when this exhibition -

then curated by Dr Jocelyn
Hellig - was housed at the
Goethe-Institut in Johannesburg
last year.

STAFF REPORTER

WHAT HAPPENED between
brains, shaped what happened in
brains, said Dr Brenda
Lasersohn, a forensic psycholo-
gist and psycotherapist, speaking
at our Parents Home at a func-
tion organised by B’nai B’rith
(Barok Unit).

Her topic was “How relation-
ships and the brain interact to
shape who we are.” 

She said new technology in
neurobiology was now offering a
groundbreaking, new vision of
the brain.

“It helps to see the trillions of
neuro-circuits move in the brain.
We are taking a new look at the
functioning brain. We can now
see the tiny actions and what
triggers them, whereas before we
could not. We can see the slight-
est movement and can under-
stand the brain stimuli,” she
said.

Lasersohn said the phrase “the
loving gaze” or the meeting the
eyes of love, of the parenting fig-
ure, was something which could
affect the child and shape its
brain. It was not only a mother,
but grandparents and others who
gave the loving gaze. It was the
connection which mattered.

In the centre of the brain, she
said, was an almond-shaped sec-
tion which was responsible for
emotions and which kicked in
milliseconds before the brain
realised what was happening
around it. Before the brain

realised something was happen-
ing, the emotional brain kicked
in instantly.

“Now we can understand why
people cannot connect with oth-
ers and why some have lost their
capacity for humanity,” she said.

In early childhood there is a
vital necessity for bonding and
being surrounded by loving nois-
es and surrounded by attach-
ment. The attachment between
the brain of a child and the brain
of a mother remains their whole
lives.

The brain, said Lasersohn,
could reshape itself over time,
through interpersonal relation-
ships.

“The brain is looking for clues
from the environment. It picks it
up and forms genetic codes. We

are on the edge of powerful dis-
covery of how to heal each oth-
ers’ brains through interperson-
al relationships. We have a new
way of understanding interac-
tion,” she said.

Words were not neutral - they
stirred energy. “If you are told
you are an idiot, you develop a
specific identity and likewise if
you are told you are brilliant.
The ‘self’ is created by the mes-
sage given by others. To feel
loved, you need to be loved.”

The most painful torture was
rendering others invisible. This
resulted in solitude, being unno-
ticed and disregarded, which was
the most painful emotion. 

Words were so powerful that
we always remembered things
which people said to us. Words
should be weighed carefully; peo-
ple should be careful how they
deliver information. We must lis-
ten to how we speak because it
affects our brains. Genuine
moments of kindness had an
effect on the brain. Every word,
and even gesture, had an effect
on the brain.

Every animal needed a parent,
but it could be a painful attach-
ment. In a test in Germany,
young children were left with
caregivers. They lacked for
nothing physically, but their
parents were out looking for
jobs so there was no attachment
with the kids.

The killer monsters in history
experienced a wipe-out of their
humanity, she said.

Dr Brenda Lasersohn.

Kristallnacht’s 70th 
commemoration at CTHC

Fascinating workings inside a brain

Sharleen

Wollach

(left) and

Claire

Ellman of

Chai South

Africa on

their recent

visit to this

country.
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LIONEL SLIER
PHOTOGRAPH: SHELLEY ELK

ENTREPRENEURS were like cockroaches,
entrepreneur par excellence, Allon Raiz
(pictured), told an Ort-Jet meeting in
Johannesburg recently.

“They are highly resilient; if they fall they
dust themselves off and come back.” 

Entrepreneurs had an internal locus of
control. They were not followers; they were
leaders, always looking for a gap. They were
“The New Action Heroes”. The four per cent
were doers, not dreamers. 

They took significantly more risks than
their corporate counterparts, but they were
not gamblers - they believed in themselves.
They were the best sales people; they did not
leave the selling to others, he emphasised.

Ort-Jet is an organisation that assists,
uplifts and empowers Jewish businesses
that need some good advice and help. They
have begun their BEST programme -
Business Education and Skills Training. 

Raiz’s subject was “What They Don’t
Teach You About Being an Entrepreneur”.

Raiz is the founder and CEO of Raizcorp,
the only privately-held, unfunded, profitable

business incubator on the African conti-
nent. He is an author and radio host, as well
as an international speaker. In March this
year The World Economic Forum gave him
an award as a Young Global Leader.

“In a world in which 96 per cent of all
entrepreneurs fail within 10 years of start-
ing their business, four per cent are doing
something right, but what is ironic about
them is that they are mostly bad managers. 

“However there are three things which
they all have in common: They see an oppor-
tunity; they are prepared to take a risk; and
they add value.”

On the winning theory of an entrepre-
neur, Raiz said:. “There must be the mental
attitude to grow. Also, there are nine attrib-
utes that a successful entrepreneur must
possess: 1) The desire to achieve. 2) Hard
work. 3) Nurturing quality. 4) Acceptance of
responsibility. 5) Orientation. 6) Optimism.
7) Achieve excellence. 8) Be organised. 9)
Profit orientated.”

In attribute number 9, he said, South
Africans had a low self-belief. “In fact in
Gem Report 2004 it stated that South Africa
has the lowest number of entrepreneurs in
the developing world.”

On the question of what evoked entrepre-
neurship, Raiz said that that if a young man
had issues with his father and/or had an
over-doting mother, it was a good thing! 

He believed a good relationship blocked
opportunity when told ‘You cannot do this,
or you cannot do that’. But that turned an
entrepreneur on. He loved being told “No”
and being told, “You are too young or too old,
too black or too white, or your hair is too
long and so on.”

Raiz said everyone had had a lucky
moment but it was about taking action when
that moment came. 

“Entrepreneurs have passion and they
understand their own passion. It was in the
nature of the four per cent to see windows of
opportunity. They need thick shoes because
they have a long way to go and failing and

falling down is part of the journey.”
Raiz added: “Entrepreneurship is about

your relationship with risk, whether you are
16, 30, 50 or 70 years old. You need certain
characteristics and take the responsibility to
make other people understand them. 

“You must know what you are pitching.
You must be able to flex in both good and bad
times. You need thick glasses to see ahead.
Being an entrepreneur is not for sissies.” 

Durban-born Raiz has an interesting
background - university, into family busi-
ness manufacturing umbrellas, then joining
a friend in a shop where they had the gim-
mick of giving out R20 vouchers to buyers
who also had to bring in and give a pair of
used shoes. 

From a slow start the scheme rocketed
to the extent that the Natal Daily News
ran a feature story about him. This
attracted the attention of a wealthy man
who offered to back Raiz in any business
that he chose.

Raiz roamed the Durban beachfront wait-
ing for inspiration and looking for signs. He
found it when he saw Steers Steak House
and Nandos Chicken wrappers lying in a
rubbish bin. “This is it,” he thought. 

He had the passion and what he needed
was the niche. The niche was to be sausages
and The New York Sausage Factory was
born. The backer told Raiz to run the idea
past the accountant who was negative. “It
will never work,” he told Raiz.

Nevertheless Raiz went ahead in
Pinetown CBD and he failed.

“I learnt the most beautiful lesson,” he
admitted, “and that was that ego was one of
the biggest killers of entrepreneurship.” 

Raiz tried again, in the Pavilion Shopping
Centre in Pinetown and it took off. “People
were queuing three deep.” Then when he
saw a wrapper from his business thrown
away on the beachfront, he was so happy.

“I sold and went into the vehicle security
business which also went well and I sold that
and started Raizcorp.”

The four per cent ‘entrepreneurial category’



Guest Natanel Baram thrills the

gathering.
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Shmueli Goldman with guest singer Natanel Baram. 

Hendrika Gozzi Krige (Ezra Sher’s singing teacher) with

Fiona Sadman.

JJMC Chairman Russell Lurie and his wife Angela.

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE COMMUNITY’S ever-growing
thirst for good chazzonus music was
recently sated by a concert, “Faith in
Song”, which was held at the Pine
Street Shul where all the music select-
ed was taken from the Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur services. 

The concert was pertinently held at
this auspicious time when many peo-
ple’s thoughts are focused on the High
Holy Days.

The hall was packed to capacity,
waiting to hear the voices of the shul’s
chazzan, Ezra Sher, Chazzan Barry
Braun from Milnerton in the Cape and
the guest chazzan from Israel, Natanel
Baram.

The 20 different items on the well-
chosen and balanced programme were
all outstandingly performed with the
right nuances and emotion. These
included the Areshet Medley, (recited
three times during Mussaf), Al
Tashlicheinu (We beseech G-d... “not
to cast us away in our old age, when
our strength gives out”), Zacharti Lach
(...”and I will remember my covenant
with you”) and Hashem, Hashem (the
13 attributes of mercy taught to Moses
by G-d) and many other well-known
and important prayers.

The man who  “creates Jewish musi-
cal events and leads the community in
prayer”, Ezra Sher - who also pro-
duced and co-ordinated the event - said
the concert had two purposes, namely
“for everyone to enjoy the sound of the
chazzanim and choir... and to gain a
better understanding of the prayers
and their melodies by listening to the
explanations given throughout the
concert”.

Sher, a gifted performer, is well-
known and much loved throughout
South Africa where he has often been
the chazzan for the High Holy Days
and has shown his singing talent dur-
ing concerts and on his CDs.    

Braun too started singing early in
his life and first “came to light” when
he conducted the entire service at his
barmitzvah. It was then that his love
for chazzanut was discovered and
since then his voice has gone from
strength to strength.

He and Sher have much in common:
They have both won numerous
awards and have spent time as soloists
with the JJMC Choir here and abroad.  

Guest singer Cantor Netanel Baram
from Jerusalem, was imbued with a
love of music when still young. After
hearing the great Chief Chazzan
Naftali Herstik at the Jerusalem Great
Synagogue, he resolved also to become
a chazzan.

Although currently studying
towards rabbinic ordination, Baram is
furthering his mastery of music and
Jewish liturgy and is often invited to
be a soloist around the world.

The three chazzanim were accom-
panied by the Pine Street choir con-
sisting of Gary Aberman, Trevor
Cramer, Charles Goralsky, Anthony
Jacobs, Lance Jays, Warren Klass,
Cyril Levy, Neil Nathan, Marc Shapiro
and Berhard Weinstein and five guest
choristers, Brad Burgess, Harvey
Citron, Aubrey Gamsu, Malcolm Perel
and Rabbi Stuart Serwater - all
singing under the baton of Denis
Goldman and accompanied by South
Africa’s foremost accompanist,
Evelyn Green. 

This was a world-class event so
watch out for the next one.

Chazzonus music of
a world standard

Ezra Sher conducts  while Evelyn Green (foreground) accompanies them.

Choirmaster Denis Goldman conducts while Barry Braun and Ezra Sher sing together.

Ezra Sher explains one of the prayers.

Marc Shapiro wows the crowd with

his voice - as usual.

SOCIAL SCENE

Barney Zagnoev and Alan Fehler (behind), Selwyn Milner

and Ivor Bloom (in front).

Barry Braun shares an amusing

moment with the choir.
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PORT ELIZABETH

From David Abel:

“Jack Rosenberg’s reference to the
Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage Jewish
team who played cricket in the local
‘Rural League’ during the early 1950s
(Community Buzz October 10)
reminded me of the Wedgewood
Maccabi Cricket Club which I found-
ed as general secretary of the Eastern
Province Zionist Council in 1968.

“It was soon after the heroic Six
Day War in Israel and enthusiasm for
all things Jewish was high - including
sport. So, as the professional Zionist
organiser at the time, I took advan-
tage of the high spirits within the
community and was successful in
forming many new (as well as bol-
stering several old) political, cultural
and youth committees, clubs and
movements.

“Among them was the Wedgewood
Maccabi Cricket Club which grew out
of an idea suggested by my old
friends, Isaac Rubin and Solly
Rosenberg and which was adminis-
tered in the old Zionist offices in
Strand Street, assisted by my then
secretary, Sylvia Kaplan, who became
Secretary general a few years later.

“Playing at our home ground in the
Wedgewood Country Club, we could
draw on some very capable players
like Aaron Nickel (who had played
cricket for Transvaal under the leg-
endary Eric Rowan), Barney
Greenberg (who played First League
cricket both in PE and in
Johannesburg) and Hillel Kolnick
(who made three centuries while still
at Grey High School, equalling (the
even more legendary) Graeme
Pollock’s school record).

“Our members included Selwyn
Solomon, Shorty Levitan, Leon
Radomsky, John Jackson, Morris
Glazer, Stan Khan, Teddy Anstey,
Moi Sheffer, Bernie Abel, Aaron
Katz, Brian Jassinowsky, Benjy
Lainer, Rueven Kaplan, Solly
Isaacson, Isaac Rubin, Perry
Hurwitz, Jonathan Rosenberg,
Johnny Abel, David Porter, Julian
Levitt, David Kolnick, Barney
Kupowitz, Solly Scholne, Jeff
Dorfman, Joe Bernstein, Arnie Katz,
Errol Racussen, Brian Kingsley,
Tony Bendel, Aaron Meyer, Norman
Kaplan, Cyril Dusheiko, Nebby
Chelman, Teddy Kolnick, Wilfred
Bloom, Selwyn Liebowitz, Hymie
Max, Julian Bernstein, Gary
Isaacson and Julius Nickel.

“Non-Jewish members included
outstanding players like Bull and
Barry Harmer, Claude Parker Nance,
Brian Surtees, Ralph Johnson and
George Baretti. Wedgewood Macabbi
Cricket Club functioned from 1968
until 1982, flourishing for 14 years
under Aaron Nickel and Selwyn
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Solomons (as captains of the first
team); David Abel (captain of the
second team) and later Bernie Abel
(captain of the team during the
club’s final years).”

JOHANNESBURG

Lea Raik, continues with her
research prior to writing her first
novel:

“At the sanatoriums where the
cures for drugs and alcohol were
being taken, I found the patients
most co-operative. Alcoholics talked
to me freely of their shattered lives
and their earnest wish to be cured.
Drug addicts were only too pleased
to discuss themselves - more espe-
cially those who were almost ready
to go home. None of them was
ashamed to admit that they were
addicts.

“They all knew my purpose for
being there. They hoped that their
willingness to talk about their
addiction and my eagerness to
write about it could help other
unfortunates.

“When my morning of research
was over, I would return home and
start to make notes of all that had
happened - something I dared not
do while mingling with the
Ducktails. I recorded everything
mentally.

“My notes completed, I would
read everything I could find about
doctors. I had always been fascinat-
ed by medical books. After an hour
or so, I would get away from the
children and start writing.

“My husband Barney, who
strongly opposed my writing, was
unaware of my daytime activities.
He felt that I was wasting my time.
Just before he was due home, I
would pack up everything and hide
it all in a cupboard. Not until my
novel was completed did I show it to
him. “I had succeeded, I had written
a novel, something creative, some-
thing I alone was responsible for, I
had created characters, given them
features, colour, life and idiosyn-
crasies. Somehow when the novel
was finished I felt kind of lost.
Empty.”

• This first appeared in The
Jewish Guild Annual, 1964.

• During the 1950s, Ducktails were
young white boys who sported hair-
cuts which looked vaguely like a
duck’s tail. They were rebellious,
wild, many smoked dagga and
“looked for trouble”, They usually
found it. Fortunately the “Ducktail
phenomenon” did not last long.

POLOKWANE/PIETERSBURG

From Marc Kopman (Krugers-
dorp):

“As is the customary and tradition-
al practice, one should visit parents’
graves between Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur and so, when fellow

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

For great

results

advertise 

in the 

SA Jewish

Report 

Krugersdorp congregant (ex-
Pietersburg), Harley Hirschmann put
a proposition to me, naturally I could
not refuse.

“At 07:00 on Sunday the September
28 this year, we left Krugersdorp and
proceeded along the R28/N14, bound
for Polokwane (formerly Pietersburg)
and along the way Harley recounted
to me most interesting anecdotes of
growing up in what was once a thriv-
ing and vibrant Jewish community.
As we approached Polokwane, we
phoned Morris Jedwood, one of the
remaining Jewish residents of the
town, who was to meet us at the
Jewish cemetery.

“I had met him previously on a Yom
Kippur when he had been invited by
Harley to our shul in Krugersdorp
and he had, in fact, ascended our
duchan during the service, being a
Cohen. A more salt of the earth, down
to earth, interesting and pleasant fel-
low you could not meet!

“I had mentioned to Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft (the country communities
rabbi) about our trip and he assured
us that we would find the cemetery in
excellent condition and indeed it was
so. “The tahara house still exists and
although locked up, it is in good nick.
As one enters, there is a marble tablet
summarising a brief history of the
Jewish congregation from inception
to closure, spanning almost 100
years.”

To be continued.

JOHANNESBURG

From Hymie Witz:

“The article about the fight inside the
German Beerhall in Hillbrow proves
a very important point. Before 1948,
Jews would have ignored a celebra-
tion about Hitler’s birthday in the
same way that Jews here tended to
ignore most anti-Semitic actions,
slurs and insults. They just hoped
that they would go away.

“After 1948, with he establishment
of Israel, Jews everywhere now had
the strength and confidence to fight
back. If the Jews of Israel could
defend themselves, then, so too, could
the Jews of this country.

“Let those Jews in this country who
are hostile to Israel, let them remem-
ber that the strength and dignity
which the Jewish State has given to
Jews all over the world, was also
given to them as well. The reaction of
the local Johannesburg community
to the German celebration showed
that blatant and aggressive anti-
Semitism would no longer be allowed,
accepted and tolerated. Israel had
made new Jews out of all Jews.” 

• The South African Friends of
Beth Hatefutsoth need information
from, or about any Jews who lived in
Sasolburg at some stage. All photos
and information will be carefully
looked after. Phone (011) 645-2598 or
post to: Private Bag X6 Sandringham
2131. Articles can also be sent to The
Jewish Report.

LILA BRUK,
REGISTERED
DIETICIAN

WITH ALL the con-
flicting media infor-
mation given on the
subject of health, it
can be difficult to dis-
cern the beneficial

advice from the myths. However, the
tips below are proven to ensure opti-
mal health:
1. Make at least half your plate fruit

and vegetables - fresh produce is
rich in a wide range of vitamins and
minerals, which help to strengthen
your immune system and protect
your body from disease.

2. Drink lots of water - your body needs
to be well-hydrated in order for many
of the body's processes to occur.
Aim for at least eight glasses of
water a day.

3. Do regular exercise - regular physi-

cal activity has many benefits
including aiding weight loss and
improving cholesterol levels, blood
sugar levels and blood pressure.
Aim for at least 30 minutes of exer-
cise three times a week. The exer-
cise you do, need not be strenuous.
It just needs to be something you
enjoy and can do regularly (such as
walking, swimming, dancing).

4. Know your numbers - have your
blood pressure, blood sugar and
cholesterol checked regularly, so
any problems can be picked up and
dealt with quickly before complica-
tions develop.

5. Eat enough fibre - it is well-known
that fibre is essential for proper
digestion. However, fibre-rich foods
also aid in weight loss, as these
keep you fuller for longer and there-
fore you're less likely to snack on
unhealthy foods. Increasing your
consumption of fibre has also been
shown to lower one's risk of certain

cancers (such as colon).
6. Cut down on your unhealthy fat intake

- limit your consumption of butter, pies,
chips, skin on chicken, fat on meat.

7. ...and increase your healthy fat intake
- include more "good" fats in your diet
in the form of olives, olive oil, avoca-
dos, nuts, seeds and fatty fish (such
as salmon, pilchards, fresh tuna).
These healthy fats improve your cho-
lesterol levels, skin condition and brain
function.

8. Decrease salt and sugar intake - a
high salt intake increases your risk of
high blood pressure. Therefore, rather
try to flavour your food with herbs,
spices and lemon juice to reduce salt
intake. A high sugar intake increases
your risk of diabetes. Try cutting down
on sugar and getting used to less
sweet tastes.

• For more information please 

call Lila on (011) 880-9156 or 

083-244-0163

Eight tips for optimum health
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RITA LEWIS

ONE MUST normally be either famous,
beautiful, very rich or even have film-star
status to have one’s face and name up in
lights on one of the massive billboards dot-
ted around Times Square in the centre of
New York. Not so for Professor Shirley Siew
who must surely be the first person to be
given this honour for having received an
award from Strathmore’s Who’s Who
Worldwide, which said they were
“Presenting their Global Achievement
Award, to Shirley Siew MD, PhD, FACC for
her perseverance, commitment and
extraordinary accomplishments in her pro-
fession.

The massive placard above reads “A
Lifetime Faculty of Excellence”. 

During her lifetime, Siew has been pre-
sented with more than a few awards. In fact
she said she had so many that she had
stopped counting after her 64th one. 

Siew was recently in South Africa on one
of her regular trips to visit family here. She
discussed the many changes taking place in
South Africa and said that although she saw
crime as a big problem, she felt that the

political situation would improve with the
passage of time. With the passing of the
diehards, affirmative action would change
- especially when there was a sufficient
number of qualified blacks in the work-
place.   

Siew who was born in Bloemfontein, left
South Africa as a child to go with her par-
ents to spend time in Soviet Russia where
her father, a photographer, would be work-
ing. The family returned to South Africa
when she was nine and after 18 months or
so they settled in Johannesburg where she
attended Parktown Girls’ School and then
Wits University.

She received both an MD and FFPathSA
in South Africa and was in fact the first
person to ever hold both of these degrees.
She also holds a PhD degree.

She became a lecturer in morbid anato-
my and pathology, a joint department at
Wits at the time, and worked there for some
22 years. Many of her students went on to
hold high positions - one of them being
Lionel Freinkel who passed away recently.

She then emigrated to the US and
worked as senior lecturer at the
Universities of Pittsburg, Indianapolis and
then as professor at Michigan where she
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DAVID SAKS

THE PRESS Ombudsman has partially
upheld a complaint lodged by the SA Zionist
Federation against “The Star” and “Cape
Argus” newspapers.

Specifically, the ombudsman ruled that a
caption claiming that Israeli troops had car-
ried out a “massacre” in the Palestinian city
of Jenin in April 2002, had indeed been in
breach of the press code since it had been
“firmly established that the Jenin battle was
not a massacre” and to continue to call it one
was inaccurate. 

The caption referred to a picture accom-
panying an article by former Minister of

Intelligence Ronnie Kasrils which appeared
in “The Star” on April 7 and the “Cape
Argus” on the 10th of that month. The two
newspapers were ordered to carry an apolo-
gy for “inaccurately describing the events at
Jenin as a ‘massacre’.” 

In addition to the Jenin question, the
SAZF complaint also asserted that two other
pictures and their captions accompanying
the article had been in breach of the press
code. These had clearly implied that Israel
had carried out a massacre of Palestinian
civilians at the Sabra and Shatilla
Palestinian camp in Beirut, Lebanon, in
1982, and that the 2006 Lebanon War had also
been a massacre perpetrated by Israel

rather than a war started by Hezbollah. 
The choice of pictures and the “emotive,

damning captions accompanying them”, had
obviously been intended as being “support-
ive of Minister Kasrils’ views and to strong-
ly impress and influence the reader”,
according to the SAZF.

In his ruling, Press Ombudsman Joe
Thloloe disagreed that the Sabra-Shatilla
caption had been misleading, since after
consulting the findings of Israel’s own
Kahan Report that the SAZF had referred to,
there was no doubt in his mind that Israel
had indeed been implicated in the killings. 

Therefore, he wrote, the picture and cap-
tion did “illustrate Israel’s bloody path, one

covered in both Israeli and Palestinian
blood”. 

Thloloe also disagreed that the picture
and caption showing the aftermath of an
Israeli attack during the Lebanon War
implied that Israel had deliberately massa-
cred civilians, concluding that these had
“correctly reflected a moment in time”.

Bev Goldman, head of media and public
relations at the SAZF, expressed disappoint-
ment over the fact that the other important
aspects of the SAZF’s complaint had not
been upheld. However, she still described
the ruling as “a victory of sorts” that would
hopefully result in newspapers being more
circumspect in future.  

SAZF press complaint partially upheld

SHELLEY ELK

WIZO BRIDE and Bridegroom of
Yesteryear competition is busting at the
seams to such an extent that they have had
to change the venue from the Simon Kuper
Hall to the Sandton Shul Hall to accommo-
date the 420 people who have -  already -
booked to attend, at our going to press.

“The excitement generated from this

competition has been amazing,” said
Marcia Parness, honorary life vice presi-
dent of WIZO, of arguably the most suc-
cessful competition they have ever run,
and “it has been amazing, everyone is
thrilled.

“Only yesterday (Tuesday) nine people
booked. During the Yomtov we were closed,
and now people are waking up and book-
ing. Even though 270 couples entered the

event, Parness explained that “we cannot
accommodate more than 500 people at the
Sandton Shul hall, and if we get more
bookings, I don’t know, maybe we will have
to put big screens up outside” 

Just hours before the judges were due to
make their decisions on Wednesday,
Parness said the team was ready sorting
the wedding pictures, removing names, “so
there would be no way that the judging

would be swayed by knowing who the cou-
ples are” adding: “The judges make the
decision and absolutely no correspondence
will be entered into.

“This is going to be the best end-of-year
function ever; in fact the best function of
this century,” said Parness. 

“We want to make sure that every couple
goes home with something, and we have
hundreds of prizes including clothing
vouchers, spa vouchers, Dermalogica prod-
ucts, makeovers, massages, flights to Cape
Town and Durban, a week self-catering
accommodation in Cape Town, week-ends
away, cosmetic bags, handbags, dinner
vouchers etc. Parness explained that the
overall winner would receive a combina-
tion of various prizes.

The WIZO Bride and Bridegroom of
Yesteryear culminating function will take
place on November 16 at the Sandton Shul
Hall at 10:30 to 13:30. Tickets are R350 per
couple, R180 per single. Bookings can be
made with Sheila (011) 645-2517.

Unbelievable interest in Yesteryear function

Shirley Siew - a high flyer in all spheres
has been for a total of 31 years. (Michigan is
one of the largest universities in the US and
Siew was at one time in charge of five depart-
ments there). 

She said the university was so large it had
three medical schools and one veterinary
school - with the entire university boasting
over 40 000 students.

Being something of an adventurer in her
youth, Siew decided to take up something
totally different to the subject to which she
had devoted her life and in October 1951 went
to learn the art of flying - something which
became one of her total passions.

With her flying ability being of a very high
standard, her competitive spirit came to the
fore and she began entering competitions
Over the years, she won every single one that
was open to women contestants at the time -
including the coveted Wakefield Trophy in
1959.

She still spends many hours in the air,
either alone or with her pupils, as she is also
a qualified flying instructor. She has however
given up competing but keeps up her licence
despite the fact that “the weather is lousy”
where she lives and only allows for flying
weather which she says amounts to only
some 25 hours a year.

The hoardings on the corner of Times Square,

New York, which honour Professor Shirley

Siew’s many achievements.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WITH ISRAEL now headed for new
general elections probably some
time early next year, supporters
and opponents of Tzipi Livni (pic-
tured) are putting a very different

gloss on her failure to form a gov-
erning coalition.

Opponents say Livni’s inability
shows she is not yet seasoned
enough to lead. Supporters counter
that the reasons for her failure
show precisely why she is the best
candidate.

Livni says that had she been will-
ing to give in to excessive political
and budgetary demands by
prospective coalition partners, she
easily could have formed a govern-
ment. Instead she took a stand.

The foreign minister, who won
the Kadima primary in September
to succeed party leader Ehud
Olmert, portrays herself as a

tough-minded patriot who sacri-
ficed the premiership to stave off
demands that would have hurt
Israel’s national interest. 

Her opponents suggest a less
high-minded narrative: They say
Livni bungled coalition negotia-
tions because of a fundamental
lack of experience. 

Livni’s coalition effort was badly
hurt by the adept political manoeu-
vring of opposition leader
Benjamin Netanyahu, head of the
Likud Party. Netanyahu was able
to convince three of Livni’s
prospective coalition partners - the
Sephardic Orthodox Shas Party,
United Torah Judaism and the
Pensioners’ Party - that he proba-
bly would win in a general election
campaign and would be more
amenable to their political and
budgetary demands than Livni. 

Netanyahu focused on Shas, the
largest of the three with 12 Knesset
seats. The former prime minister
spoke of renewing the “historic
alliance” between Likud and the
right-wing Shas, declaring that if
he won the election Shas would be
the first party he would ask to join
his coalition.

Shas probably would have been a
difficult nut for Livni to crack in
any situation. Insiders say party
leader Eli Yishai made a strategic
decision several months ago to
force early elections and pre-empt
a looming leadership challenge
from his charismatic predecessor,
Arye Deri. 

Indeed, there were serious
doubts as to whether he had negoti-
ated with Livni in good faith. Yishai
made two key demands: an alloca-
tion of 1 billion shekels - approxi-
mately $260 million - for child
allowances, and a promise that
Jerusalem would not be up for
negotiation with the Palestinians.
On Jerusalem, Yishai demanded
that Livni actually sign a letter
vowing to exclude the city from
future peace talks. 

Even if she had been ready to
meet the budgetary demands, the
written commitment on Jerusalem
was out of the question. 

“No American president would
return a call from any Israeli prime
minister who signed such a letter,”
Kadima negotiator Yisrael
Maimon, a former Cabinet secre-
tary, declared. 

Other challenges also made it dif-
ficult for Livni to cobble together a
coalition. 

Such negotiations typically take
place after elections, with a full
four-year term looming. But
because of Olmert’s resignation,
Livni came in mid-term with elec-
tions no more than two years away. 

The notion of spending an
abridged term in the opposition
was less of a deterrent for prospec-
tive coalition partners, and they
consequently raised their coalition
demands. Even the Pensioners’
Party produced a document with
some $786 million worth of new
demands. 

In the end, Livni said, she had no
choice but to stop the horse trading
and go for early elections. 

Olmert likely will stay on as the
caretaker prime minister until a
new government is formed after
the elections. 

Olmert also could step down and
hand over the premiership to Livni,
giving her the incumbency advan-
tage going into the next election. 

Livni wants to hold new elections
quickly. According to law, a major-
ity in the Knesset could have coa-
lesced around another candidate
for prime minister and thereby
averted the need for early elections,
but President Shimon Peres
announced on Monday that after
meeting with party leaders, no
such possibility existed. 

Elections must be held by mid-
February, but the Knesset could
speed or slow down the process by
passing a law to dissolve itself and
set a precise election date. Livni
prefers this route and has instruct-
ed the Kadima caucus chairman to
submit a bill with an election date
as early as possible. 

Livni likely will base her cam-
paign on her squeaky-clean image
in an era of political corruption
and argue that of all the candi-
dates, only she can restore the pub-
lic’s confidence in its government
and politics. 

She will cite her failure to form a
coalition as evidence of her high-
principled approach, and her
refusal to sign the “Jerusalem let-
ter” with Shas as proof of her sin-
cere commitment to peacemaking
with the Palestinians. 

Netanyahu will emphasise his

experience, political smarts and
special economic skills - he is a for-
mer finance minister - in light of
the global financial crisis. He also
will claim to be the only candidate
who can be counted upon to pre-
serve a united Jerusalem. 

Labour Party leader Ehud
Barak, who was pilloried in the
media for demanding special pow-
ers in his coalition talks with Livni,
will stress his experience as a for-
mer prime minister as well as
Labour’s long leadership tradition.

Labour and Kadima are facing a
serious tactical dilemma: They will
be competing for the same centre-
left political space, but if they
attack each other too viciously,
Netanyahu will be the main benefi-
ciary. 

In the latest polls, Livni is slight-
ly ahead of Netanyahu, with Barak
a very distant third. 

A Yediot Achronot poll gives
Kadima 29 seats, Likud 26 and
Labour 11; Ma’ariv has Kadima
earning 31 seats, Likud 29 and
Labour 11.

In the Yediot poll, the left-centre
and right-religious blocs are tied
with 60 seats each in the 120-mem-
ber Knesset; Ma’ariv has the left-
centre ahead, 61-59. The next prime
minister needs a minimum of 61
seats in his or her coalition. 

Both polls show that the three
large secular parties - Kadima,
Likud and Labour - could easily
form a national unity government
of 66 to 71 seats on their own. 

That means Yishai, who sparked
the election by refusing to join
Livni’s coalition, could find himself
out in the cold. (JTA)

Israel looks to next election
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THE ELECTION fever heating up in three coun-
tries - the United States, Israel and South Africa -
poses different questions for Jews.

In the US, the two candidates for president,
Barack Obama and John McCain, have clearly
articulated ideas for dealing with American issues,
based on the Democratic and Republican Party
platforms. But it is uncertain how they would deal
with the Israeli-Palestinian question. 

They both express the importance to them of
Israel’s security, but how this would play itself out
in the harsh political reality of the conflict is
unclear - other US presidents have tried gallantly to
solve it and been stymied. 

American Jewish support for Obama has
increased to 74 per cent in recent weeks, according
to a Gallup poll, with only 22 per cent of Jewish vot-
ers supporting McCain. But in an American Jewish
Committee’s recent poll, 54 per cent of Jews said
the most important election issue was the economy,
and only three per cent said Israel was most impor-
tant. 

For Israelis, however, and for Zionistic South
African Jews, Israel - and the US president’s atti-
tude towards it - is far higher on the list of priori-
ties. Two op-ed pieces on page 11 give different per-
spectives on the issue.

In Israel, Kadima leader Tzipi Livni’s attempts to
form a coalition government have failed, apparent-
ly because she refused to accept the dictates of
smaller parties, and she has called for early elec-
tions. 

The scenario illustrates again how the propor-
tional representation voting system so often con-
stricts Israeli politics. No party ever achieves a suf-
ficient majority to allow it to govern without form-
ing coalitions with tiny parties who often have nar-
row agendas and can virtually blackmail it into
serving their demands, sometimes to the detriment
of major national interests. 

The proportional representation system has at its
core the admirable goal of ensuring that minority
voices are able to enter parliament and be heard,
but its effect in Israel has been to give so much
power to tiny parties that big parties cannot govern
effectively.

The article on page 9 deals with the relevance of
these questions for Israel’s current challenges.

In South Africa we also operate according to the
proportional representation system, but here it has
had the opposite effect: the overwhelming parlia-
mentary majority of the biggest party, the ANC -
with nearly 70 per cent of the vote - has turned the
country into virtually a one-party state, with
minority voices being brushed aside and treated
with contempt by an ANC which has become
extremely arrogant, to the point where some of its
own members are leaving in disgust to form a new
party.

A shocking illustration of this was presented
over the weekend in an article in a major Sunday
newspaper, in which Angie Motshekga, president of
the ANC Women’s League, was interviewed by
Chris Barron. He asked her: “Is it in the interests of
democracy to have a de facto one-party state?” 

She answered: “From our perception, it is. If we
have a ruling party that is constrained from doing
what it is supposed to do for the masses, then you
have a problem. If every time it wants to move it has
to watch its back because of opposition - being
opposition, their work is just to block government.
You don’t want a ruling party which doesn’t have
the capacity to implement what it needs to imple-
ment.” 

Barron went on to ask: “Doesn’t democracy need
a strong opposition to hold government to
account?”

She answered: “No, your constituents should be
able to hold you to account. From what I’ve seen in
the past 15 years, the opposition spends its time
looking for faults, criticising and blocking the rul-
ing party. I don’t think it is in the interests of the
ruling party to be unable to implement pro-
grammes because it fears that the opposition is
going to block them. We don’t need a weak ruling
party with the current situation in South Africa.”

Winston Churchill once said, with profound wis-
dom, that democracy is a very flawed system, but
all the others are so much worse. Clearly, the threat
to democracy in this country is very real. It is some-
thing we have fought bitterly for, and we must
ensure it is never destroyed by the likes of
Motshekga.

Israelis “feel very much involved in this
election and have deep opinions about it”,
said Abraham Diskin, a Hebrew
University political scientist.

The author of a new book on the histo-
ry of the US presidency titled “The
Presidents”, Diskin said he was surprised
by the high level of demand in Israel for
his new book, which includes chapters on
Obama and McCain and features the two
on its cover.

With the US election just days away, poll
results released this week by the Rabin
Centre for Israel Studies found that 46,4
per cent of Israelis would vote for McCain
and 34 per cent for Obama, with 18,6 unde-
cided. 

Nearly half of the 500 Israelis surveyed,
or 48,6 per cent, said McCain would be bet-
ter for Israel; 31,5 per cent said Obama
would be better.

The results are very different from US
polls showing Obama in the lead, includ-
ing among American Jews. They reflect
the wariness some Israelis, including
Americans living here, have about
Obama’s untested relationship with
Israel. 

With the growing threat of a nuclear
Iran high on Israelis’ minds, some Israelis
see McCain as the safer choice, due to his
foreign policy record and experience and
more hawkish line on national security.

Others support Obama’s message of
change and are eager to see a US president
with a less unilateral approach to foreign
affairs than President George W Bush and
whose actions will boost America’s stand-
ing in the world, which is seen to benefit
Israel. They also support the Democratic
candidate’s positions on abortion rights,
healthcare policy and the economy.

Among registered Democrats in Israel,
Obama lost in the primaries to Senator
Hillary Clinton (Democrat New York) who
beat Obama 54 to 45 per cent. Clinton
polled better in Israel than both Obama
and McCain; her popularity here is
thought to be due to her familiarity to
Israelis and to the popularity of her hus-

band in Israel.
With its large community of expatri-

ate Americans - Israel is thought to have
the fifth-largest US expatriate communi-
ty in the world, after Canada, Britain,
Germany and Mexico - Israel is seeing its
share of political activity around the US
election.

One New Jersey native now living in
Israel, Noah Hertz-Bunzl, 22, founded a
group called Americans in Israel for
Obama, which co-ordinated efforts with
the Obama campaign for two voter regis-
tration events. The group also has been
calling Jews in swing states to convince
them to vote Obama.

“The basic point we make is not to be
scared off by Obama and to counter the
misconception that Israelis are opposed
to him,” Hertz-Bunzl said.

Kory Bardash, co-chairman of
Republicans Abroad
Israel<http://www.republicansabroad.o
rg.il/>, said that he expected most
American voters in Israel to side with
McCain, noting that in 2004 approxi-
mately 70 per cent of Israel’s Americans
voted for Bush.

“People who vote in Israel are typical-
ly either religious or people who care
about Israel,” Bardash said. “It’s foreign
policy and the economy that matter, and
traditional liberal issues do not play so
much of a role here.”

McCain’s support among Orthodox
Jews is stronger than among liberal
ones.

Elliott Nahmias, 37, originally from
California, said he’s voting McCain in
large part because of foreign policy con-
siderations.

Jennifer Shapiro, 27, who grew up in
New Jersey, said she’s become obsessed
with the elections, even from the dis-
tance of Israel.

“I don’t do anything but read and
watch news about the election,” she said.

Shapiro said she was supporting
Obama because she favoured his inter-
national outlook and his positions on
domestic issues, including healthcare
and the economy.

When it comes to Israel, she says the
Jewish state will know how to take care
of itself no matter who is president: “It
will do what it needs to do to protect
itself,” she said. (JTA)

DINA KRAFT
TEL AVIV

JUST BEYOND the beer taps at a Tel Aviv
bar with an American flag hanging out
front, a makeshift polling station draws
dozens of Americans in Israel casting
their vote for the US election, 9 600 kilome-
tres away.

“This is more fun than voting in the
Bronx,” said one voter, sealing his ballot
in an envelope Sunday night at the
Dancing Camel, the Tel Aviv bar where
the Vote From Israel <http://www.vote-
fromisrael.org/> organisation set up its
absentee voting operation in the city.

Israelis - including the American citi-
zens among them, as many as half of
whom hail from swing states - have been
closely following the election campaign
across the ocean.

Hourly radio news bulletins routinely
report the latest US polls, Israeli media
have dispatched reporters to cover the
campaign trail and have been rebroad-
casting Tina Fey’s Sarah Palin imperson-
ations on “Saturday NightLive”. Some
Israelis even got involved on the grass-
roots level. One group produced a
YouTube video called Israelis for
Obama<http://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=K2VFRt5W4FM&feature=related>tha
t has been seen some by some 400 000 view-
ers.

All the while, Israelis have been follow-
ing the disproportionate mention of their
small country in the campaign with a mix
of amusement and validation (in the vice
presidential debate alone, Israel got 17 ref-
erences).

The visits to Israel this summer by both
Senators Barack Obama and John
McCain lent further credence to the
Israeli joke that Israel is America’s 51st
state. During their visits, both candidates
made the perfunctory pledges of support
for Israel. The gestures may have been
meant for Jewish voters back home, but
they also put at ease Israelis not too famil-
iar with either candidate.

Democracy and 
its outcomes

As US election nears,
Israelis catch election fever

US Senator

Barack

Obama cam-

paigning in

Richmond,

Virginia, on

October 22.
(CREDIT:

OBAMA FOR

AMERICA/CRE-

ATIVE COM-

MONS)

Republican candi-

date John McCain,

shown campaign-

ing on October 26,

is seen as a reliable

supporter of Israel

and recognising

that Islamic fanati-

cism is the obstacle

to Mideast peace.
(CREDIT: ROBOT-
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COMMONS)


