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Exuberance as King David Linksfield matrics exit the exam hall after their last big exam

paper. The matrics, customarily on the last exam day, dress in "civvies" and their school

clothes are donated to charities - sans badges and insignia. Back left are Chad Medalie, and

Saul Meyers, with Marc Romoff in front of them. The ecstatic girl, running out of the door is

Megan Pozniak, with Jevin Binder filling the doorframe - for the last time. (PHOTO: SHELLEY ELK)

OH WHAT BLISS...
EXAMS ARE OVER!

Israel facing grim threats for '09,
warns National Security Council
SECURITY EXPERTS have warned that Israel in 2009 might find itself alone facing Iran on the
threshold of nuclear power, fighting rocket attacks on two fronts from Hamas in Gaza and
Hezbollah in Lebanon, and without a Palestinian partner for a two-state solution. SEE PAGE 10
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS
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TOLEDOT
Rabbi Robert Jacobs
Bet David, Morningside,
Sandton

LIONEL SLIER

WAS THE Jewish Report recently
censored - and “removed” from cir-
culation in Durban - because of
“favourable” articles on Limmud,
when Orthodox rabbis had been
instructed to boycott Limmud?

There are a lot of rumblings, but
again nobody as yet wants to be
quoted by name. As a result of it the
newspaper at the time - some three
months ago - decided to leave it be,
because of “lack of evidence”. But
the issue had even surfaced at the
Board of Deputies in Johannesburg,
with concern expressed not so
much about Limmud itself, but
because of rumours and allegations
that a batch of Jewish Reports, with
a favourable report on Limmud in
Johannesburg - before it had moved
to Durban - had been removed from
the Durban Orthodox institution.

And this story just won’t die
down. Jewish leaders insist if the
paper - the only national Jewish
mouthpiece - was “censored”, it set a
dangerous precedent.

Just to refresh readers’ memo-
ries: This story concerns the
Limmud Programme which was
held at the end of August this year
in Johannesburg and during the fol-
lowing week in Cape Town and
afterwards in Durban. It was pro-
nounced a great success by the over
1 400 people who attended the learn-
ing programme in the three centres.

The lead-up to the Limmud

Programme was unfortunately
blighted by controversy with an
instruction to Orthodox rabbis “not
to co-operate” as it had not been an
Orthodox-sanctioned programme.

Despite these objections, many
Orthodox people did attend, includ-
ing rabbis and Shomer Shabbatim,
and many took an active part.

In the week prior to the Limmud
weekend in Johannesburg, the
Limmud organisation placed a full
page advertisement in The Jewish
Report, detailing their programme.

Then some disturbing news fil-
tered through to the Jewish Report
in Johannesburg: The newspaper
reaches Durban some five or six
days after it appears in
Johannesburg and it was reported
that the page advertising Limmud’s
activities - it had not been to
Durban at that stage - had been
removed from the papers which had
been sent to an Orthodox institu-
tion there. But nobody would speak
out publically.

The following week more disturb-
ing reports came from Durban. It
seems that the same institution had
not distributed The Jewish Report
that week because it carried arti-
cles about the success of the
Johannesburg programme.

Durbanites who told the newspa-
per about this, all did so on condi-
tion of anonymity. Because of this
the Jewish Report decided that if
this was the case, and without any
“hard evidence”, then it would not -

could not - report about this. So the
matter was buried. Or so it was
thought.

Now almost three months later,
some prominent members of the
Jewish community have, at a recent
conference held in Johannesburg,
said that the matter must be
reopened. The people insisting on
this were not directly involved with
Limmud. As a matter of fact, when
Limmud organisers were contact-
ed, they all said that they would pre-
fer the matter to be forgotten. They
were not seeking confrontation.

However, there are greater issues
at stake. One is that the Jewish
Report is a community paper and is
aimed at every Jewish person,
regardless of affiliation to whatever
religious congregation or political
persuasion. 

What has happened, in effect, is
that it seems the Jewish Report had
been censored and withheld, hark-
ing back to the bad old days of
apartheid when newspapers were
banned and even closed down at the
whim of some person who dis-
agreed with its contents and opin-
ions.

Although the event took place
some three months ago, many com-
munity leaders insist that we at all
times should have a free press in the
country and that any violation of
this principle is a violation of the
Freedom Charter and the
Constitution. 

Under the heading “All Shall

with children whose birth came
about through such assistance, are
no doubt immensely grateful to be
parents and to be able to offer their
love to children they have borne.

Others have not been so blessed
and have learned through sad expe-
rience that their hopes are fragile;
some are let down completely. The
most ethically complex issues arise
when an unexpectedly large num-
ber of implanted cells transform
into more than sustainable num-
bers of foetuses. 

Progressive Judaism takes seri-
ously the plight of couples who face
the pain and anguish of infertility.
A quest for justice, fairness and
exaltation of the sacredness of life
make the new array of choices
available for treatment a greater
challenge than ever. Concerns
about long-term Jewish survival
and about overpopulation of the
world, can be in conflict. 

There are ways that this chal-
lenge can be made yet more
painful. External pressure on a
couple who wish to bring children
into the world but seem unable to
do so, is unjust and unkind. Fear
and anxiety about talking about
these concerns can leave partners
estranged from one another. 

Devaluation of women and innu-
endos passed about men who have

Rebecca was neither the first
nor the last women in the Jewish
past to suffer with the anguish of
childlessness or delayed fertility.
She also shares the suffering of
many who transcend infertility
and go on to motherhood, only to
bear multiple children in a preg-
nancy. 

Her question, “if so, why do I
exist?” (Genesis 25:22) reaches the
depths of human desperation and
the universal predicament of indi-
viduals faced with enormous prob-
lems and seemingly insurmount-
able challenges.

Modern medical practice has
made accessible a variety of inno-
vations that seek to address the
anguish of infertility. Much infor-
mation has come to light, illustrat-
ing that infertility results in equal
proportions from male and female
reproductive issues. 

Means and methods have come
into practice that increase the
probability of impregnation expo-
nentially. Those who are blessed

THE HEBREW language brings
ideas to its users with remarkable
clarity: Toledot - the first signifi-
cant word in this week’s sedra - can
be translated as “history” or more
literally, as “generations”.  

Rooted in the same idea as child
or descendant, the centrality of the
family and biological connection is
implicit in the word itself. So, too, is
history written in ancient texts
such as Torah by connecting people
and places across time.

A central concern of many nar-
ratives in Tanach is precisely gen-
erations: the stories of women who
suffered from barrenness, the
anguish of men who lacked off-
spring to inherit their estate, the
plight of daughters who lacked
brothers and sought their father’s
estate, each figure in the rich array
of human experiences that com-
pose Jewish self-understanding.

The matriarch Rebecca stands at
the centre of Toledot - from her
long wait to become pregnant,
through her difficult pregnancy
with twins Esau and Jacob, her
masquerade as Isaac’s sister for the
men of Gerar and in her wilful
deception of the aged and near-
blind Isaac - it is Rebecca’s vision of
the imperative of Jacob as chosen
heir - b’chor - that creates the
drama in generations of family life.

November 28 / 1 Kisleiv

November 29 / 2 Kisleiv

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

18:15 19:20 Johannesburg

18:13 20:21 Cape Town

18:15 19:18 Durban

18:20 19:35 Bloemfontein

17:44 19:51 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:39 East London

Story of ‘censored’ Jewish
Report just won’t die down

Every generation in its rich array

sought to be fruitful and multiply
without success estrange them
from their community.

A Jewish community is blessed
when many children are present.
Each one of them brings unique
qualities to family, to congrega-
tion and to the world. 

We live in a world in which
more than a few children, howev-
er, have no loving parent to guide
them, no community to protect
them and grow feeling their very
birth was unwanted. Our chal-
lenge is to make each of these
children - struggle though it
might create - as wanted as Esau
and Jacob.

Torah makes the unique con-
tribution of addressing the
human condition through the
lives of our ancestors. May we,
too, become the forebears of
nations and peoples, the ances-
tors of future generations of
humanity.

Enjoy Equal Rights”, the Freedom
Charter states: “The Law shall
guarantee to all their right to
speak, to organise, to meet togeth-
er, to publish, to preach, to worship
and to educate their children.”

In Chapter 2 of the Constitution
of South Africa, under the head-
ing: “Bill of Rights”, the sub-sec-
tion “Freedom of Expression”
states that (1) “Everyone has the
right to freedom of expression
which includes, inter alia, (a) free-
dom of the press and other media
and (b) freedom to receive and
impart information or ideas. 

In the light of these concerns,
this matter just refuses to remain
buried and there are prominent
members of the Jewish communi-
ty, willing to put up their hands
and determined not to let the mat-
ter be ignored. 

Should their concerns be
unfounded, all the more reason for
bringing it into the open as a mat-
ter of principle.
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

INTERIM LEADER of the Congress of the
People (Cope) Mosiuoa Lekota - a leader will
be elected when the party is formally found-
ed on December 16 - has invited the Jewish
community to bring their “sharp minds”
into the organisation and contribute to for-
mulating its policies. 

Addressing the community at the Marais
Road Shul hall, the former defence minister,
who had flown from Johannesburg specially
for the occasion, said the group was very
concerned with the country’s unemploy-
ment rate and appealed particularly for
ideas on ways to expand the economy and on
job creation.   

At question time Lekota was asked by a
member of the audience what sort of sup-
port Cope could expect from blacks. 

Lekota replied: “Let me assure you sir, if
you think you’re angry with what’s happen-
ing in the ANC, you ain’t seen nothing.” 

He added: “People in the black community
are furious. And this (firebrand president of
the ANC Youth League) Julius Malema -
they don’t want to hear a thing about this
boy. 

“Many people are saying: ‘You’ve given us
a reason to go and vote’ and I’m talking
about veterans of the ANC,” he posited. 

Lekota maintained there was not “100 per
cent unanimity” within the ANC and that
there were “many people in that organisa-
tion who are with me and they will cross at
some point. This week there’ll be others
jumping out after this NEC that was held
today,” he predicted.

Telling the audience that 280 former mem-
bers of the United Democratic Movement
had joined Cope that day, he added: “They’ve
all come from black communities and
they’ve all understood (our) message.” 

During his address, Lekota told the audi-
ence that the public service had to be
“depoliticised”, saying he refused to accept
that “the best talent” could only come from
one party. He also promised that Cope would
ensure that affirmative action was “dera-
cialised”. 

“Why should (my) children (or those of)
Tokyo Sexwale and Cyril Ramaphosa be

advantaged over their white colleagues if
they went to Paarl High, Grey College or
UCT, because we, the parents, could afford
it? We should affirm on the basis of merit -
do they deserve it or not,” he said to
applause.

Lekota also described university quota
schemes as “nonsensical”. “Where is the
vision of Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and
others of equal opportunity?” he asked,
adding that it was “difficult for the con-
science to rest when this challenge” present-
ed itself. 

“The hope for a new day at Codesa is being
suffocated daily” by the present leadership
of the ANC, he said. “We thought that never
again would one race be advantaged against
another - 15 years on we’ve only turned the
thing upside down.”

Asked to comment on the disbanding of
the elite crime-fighting unit, the Scorpions,
Lekota said: “Just under 40 per cent of the
(ANC) NEC are at loggerheads with the law
- need I say any more?”

On attempts by the ruling party to prevent
Cope from using its name or logo, he said the
ANC realised it was in “serious, serious dan-
ger of being rejected by the electorate”. 

Lekota stressed that crime-fighting had to
be depoliticised. “The police must be united
in fighting crime - you can’t have one police-
man supporting (former ANC chief whip)
Tony Yengeni and another supporting some-
body else.”

Referring to ANC President Jacob Zuma’s
attack on Cope for aligning itself with the
Democratic Alliance (DA), despite the fact
that there were other black political parties
represented at Cope’s convention, Lekota
asked: “Why is it that white South Africans
can’t participate on an equal basis in mat-
ters that affect our nation?

“If (leader of the DA) Mrs Zille is the best
we have and she’s committed to working
with us after the elections, we’ll have an
alliance with her. We’ll not be ashamed to
have an alliance with people simply because
they’re white,” he said.

Lekota brushed aside the fact that he has
been at the receiving end of death threats
since leaving the ANC, saying: “The
National Party also threatened us. If some-
thing happens to me, there will be many oth-
ers who’ll march this road.”

Now is the time for
Jewish ‘sharp minds’

Former defence

minister Mosiuoa

Lekota, interim

leader of the

Congress of the

People (Cope),

speaks to members

of the audience

after his address to

the Jewish commu-

nity at the Marais

Road Shul hall.
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ALISON GOLDBERG

EL AL is facing competition from Air Ethiopia and Egypt Air
for flights from Johannesburg to Tel Aviv.

Though El Al still has the major slice of the South African
market to Israel, fares as low as R7 800 including taxes in the
case of Air Ethiopia, have been tempting many passengers to
face a three hour stay-over in Addis Ababa and change planes,
than to pay R12 630 on El Al’s (direct) M class.

But El Al is now offering economy class flights for R7 500 all-
inclusive until early December. “Special fares are offered all
the time so it’s difficult to pinpoint a fare at any one time,” says
Executive Travel director, Mendy Herman. 

Herman says it would be naïve to think the eight per cent
slump in air travel over the past two months has not affected
El Al or any other airline. This is the figure from the
International Air Transport Association (Iata).

Egypt Air has been offering flights for R8 500 including
taxes.

“What we’re seeing from El Al is a bid to counter the compe-
tition by offering specials,” says Executive Travel office man-
ager Victoria Gallon, adding, “but prices average between 
R9 500 and R10 000.” 

SAA was charging plus minus R12 500 in November.
Executive Travel says El Al’s loads are still high and in fact

there are occasions throughout the year when it is difficult to
obtain seats on their flights. Patronage of El Al is also still to a
very large extent based on loyalty to the airline as well as to
their direct non-stop flights and highly specialised security
systems. 

“All airlines offer specials to counter competition. It is an
accepted marketing strategy in our industry,” says Gallon. 

In a statement released by El Al, the airline says in recent
months the world has been going through an unprecedented
economic crisis and in recent weeks the situation has gone
from bad to worse. “We are witnessing crashes at central stock
exchanges in markets in the West, the Far East and Israel, as
well as the collapse of financial bodies and the government
nationalisation of others.” 

Various rumours have abounded about the stability of glob-
al companies including Israeli companies. “There are increas-
ing fears about the fate of their investments on the part of indi-
viduals who have invested in the capital market, either direct-
ly or by means of provident and pension funds. There is no
doubt that this is a crisis whose impact is dramatic and which
is expected to lead to a slowdown or even a global recession.

“This reality meets a strong, stable and confident El Al: an
El Al that has withstood and is successfully withstanding the
fuel price crisis that the world has undergone over the past two
years, the increasing competition in the aviation market in
Israel and the crash of the dollar.  

“El Al has financial liquidity providing it with a strong and
robust infrastructure. The company is also upgrading its fleet,
its supportive information systems and all of its infrastruc-
ture. El Al is a brand that has never been as admired and
respected as it is today. All of this guarantees that El Al will
stand strong and steady, even in the face of the present global
crisis.

“Yes, there is competition in South Africa. We have reduced
our airfares and fuel surcharge within an accepted commer-
cial framework in order to compete with the competition
bringing the difference of fares to a minimal amount for a
direct flight with no stopovers or change of aircraft.

“As all airlines do, when needed, there are special fares put
into the market to increase the demand. Soon we will have EL
AL spontaneity, last minute fares which will only be available
on the internet, specials for our frequent flyers and for passen-
gers doing internet bookings. These can be found on our web-
site on www.elal.co.il”.

El Al says it’s
ready to 
meet stiff 
competition

STAFF REPORTER

IMAGINE WAKING up in the
morning in your three-level lux-
ury 56-storey apartment block.

You wave at the helicopter
pilot who is flying by, get
dressed and go downstairs for a
workout in the gym. As you
emerge from the escalator, the
sound of a pianist greets you as
the concierge welcomes you
warmly. 

After gym, you have your
breakfast in a café in the build-
ing, then walk outside, hop onto
a bus to your office in the city.

Sounds like New York? No,
this is the lifestyle envisaged for
people living in our very own
Ponte highrise on the fringes of
Hillbrow, said developer and
part owner, David Selvan.

Ponte City, the tallest residen-
tial building in Africa and a
landmark on the Johannesburg
skyline, is set to shine again.
After having declined into a
slum, with crime and filth rife,
the building is undergoing a
R160 million refurbishment and
already, a three-level penthouse
has been sold for R5 million.

New Ponte, as it is now known, was
built in 1976 and was once an upmar-
ket residential apartment blocks in
the city. But it subsequently fell into
decline and “disfavour” as investors
fled the crime and grime of
Johannesburg’s inner city.

The building was bought by
Investagain for R100 million and is
now undergoing extensive refurbish-

ment. Already one floor has been
revamped. Occupancy is expected
anytime now.

It will boast a piazza, restaurants, a
gym, office space, shops, a children’s
playground and climbing wall on the
lower levels. The entire building will
be wi-fi enabled and will have
intranet facilities for the complex’s 
2 500 residents, meaning they will be
able to share music and videos.

There will be a concierge at
the entrance and guards
patrolling on a 24-hour basis.

The building offers bachelor
apartments from R412 000. “The
fact that this is our first residen-
tial venture into the inner city,
speaks volumes for our belief in
the concept and vision that
underlies this exiting redevelop-
ment,” said Andre Dippenaar,
head of Pam Golding develop-
ment division.

“Like similar developments in
New York, New Ponte will offer
high security, upscale apart-
ment living, complete with a
lobby pianist, in a world-class
city - a concept that is popular in
the US,” said Selvan.

A major factor in favour of
New Ponte, he said, is that it
forms part of the urban renewal
programme being undertaken
by the Johannesburg Develop-
ment Agency (JDA) in the area. 

“The JDA is spending R700
million on the nearby Ellis Park
precinct and a R170 million on
upgrading the Hillbrow and
Berea areas. Furthermore, New
Ponte is on the route of the city’s
planned multi-billion rand

Rapid Bus Transit Route and is close
to the Gautrain Park Station,” he
said.

The developers had not experi-
enced any problems relocating the
existing tenants.

“We found alternative accommo-
dation for most of them,” he said.

The entire inside of Ponte is being
gutted for the refurbishment.

New Ponte is rising
from ashes of decline

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
RITA LEWIS

HE HAD not achieved all he had set
out to do as Israel’s ambassador to
South Africa, but relations between
the two countries were significant-
ly better now than what they were
when he assumed the position
three years ago, outgoing Israeli
Ambassador Ilan Baruch said at
his farewell party in Johannesburg
this week.

Baruch said he had been Israel’s
ambassador to South Africa at a
most difficult time and in a com-
plex environment, but was leaving
behind him a far more congenial
relationship than he had found
here. 

However, he said it had not been
easy; he wished his successor (Dov
Segev-Steinberg) an easy and
speedy move into the position he
was leaving behind. 

Baruch said he was forever
deeply indebted to the members of
the South African Jewish commu-
nity who had eased his way into his
position as ambassador by intro-
ducing him to many of the major
entities and personalities in both
the government and the Jewish
community, which he would other-
wise not have had.

Saying that relations between the
two countries were far better than
they had been when he came here -
although he would have wanted to
achieve more, he added that he was
a far more committed and religious
Jew than he had been when he first
arrived and for this he thanked
those people responsible, including

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein, for
having invited him to share their
Shabbat and shul activities. 

On a personal level he said he
was leaving South Africa “with a
very heavy heart”. He had met and
worked with the most wonderful
people here and he loved the com-
munity and the country. 

However, he said he had come
here without his family, which had
been very difficult and it was now
time to get back and spend time
with them - especially as there was
now another member of the family
with whom he needed to bond.

Baruch was speaking about his
new baby granddaughter, Ayelet -
his first grandchild - who was born
four months ago and who has
brought a whole new dimension
into his life.

Many other speakers, including
Chief Rabbi Goldstein, Avrom and
Zev Krengel, Bertie Lubner and
Stanley Seeff, spoke of the wonder-
ful work done by the ambassador in
improving Israeli/South African
relations and strengthening trade
ties and said how much they, and
the entire community, would miss
him.

Stanley Seeff, Bertie Lubner, Avrom Krengel and Zev Krengel, share a

joke with Ambassador Ilan Baruch (centre) as they hold up a painting

presented to him at a function to mark his farewell from South Africa

and the Jewish community.

Ambassador Ilan Baruch
bids South Africa farewell
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AROUND 
THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

STAFF REPORTER

GAUTENG’S NEW premier, Paul
Mashatile (pictured), plans to visit
Israel next year. So he told the South
Africa Israel Chamber of Commerce
(SAICC) in Hyde Park last week.

“One of the first things we need, as
the new provincial government, is your sup-
port and we are here to offer you our support,”
he said.

The province’s strategy was to build a very
stable and strong economy, based on what had
been achieved in the past four years, he said.

“We need stability for a country to succeed
and a strong strategy for the economy and to
create jobs. Our provincial government will
focus increasingly on public investment espe-
cially in infrastructure. We are working in
partnership with national government
because we believe, that in the long-run, this
will drive the economy upwards,” he said.

In the field of IT, Gauteng was looking at
how to improve and increase its broadband
capacity.

“We want to build the province as a ‘smart
one’ and to create enough infrastructure to
attract investors. We cannot wait for the pri-
vate sector,” he said.

Mashatile said the province had been look-
ing at an eight per cent growth rate, but
because of the global financial crisis, only
between five per cent and 5,5 per cent would be
achieved.

“The slowdown in international markets
has affected us, but we are still optimistic that
within the next few years, we will drive growth
upwards. The minister of finance is confident
that we will see a positive trend as things start
stabilising. We have a sound banking sector
and we are trying to do everything we can to
have sustainable growth in the future,” he
said. 

Education, health and crime were
Gauteng’s priorities. The Gauteng
Global City Region Academy had
been recently established to deter-
mine what skills were needed for
the economy to grow.

“The academy will identify the
needs of business and determine

what is needed and who should be retrained.
We have many unemployed graduates because
they study for degrees for which there is no
need,” he said.

Province was also putting pressure on
schools to promote maths, science and technol-
ogy.

Addressing health, Mashatile said South
Africa was under pressure because it was los-
ing its trained nurses and doctors. 

“We are going to improve working conditions
of nurses and we will be reopening nursing col-
leges which were closed down. We want to
increase the number of trained nurses by 2 000
per annum,” he said.

The problem was that once trained, other
countries such as Saudi Arabia and the UK
were offering them jobs at higher salaries. It is
a big problem which we cannot control,” he
said.

Two new hospitals were to be built - the
Natalspruit Hospital would be rebuilt as it was
situated on a sinkhole and a new one would be
constructed in Soweto to take the pressure off
the Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital.

Regarding crime, Mashatile said a new
“Aggravated Robbery Strategy” had been put
into place. This concentrated on business and
residential crime, and hijacking. The province
would be increasing the number of patrollers
from 2 000 to 10 000 by March next year.

“We need more visible policing and have R11
million available to get this going. We don’t
have powers over the police, it is a national
competency, but we decided we are not going to

wait. We will use our own resources and
where there are no police stations, such as in
Diepsloot, we will be setting up a mobile
police station,” he said.

The province was also in the final planning
stages for a specialised reaction unit to
respond to aggravated crime.

Partnerships had been set up with the
major banks to place cameras in 40 sites
throughout the province. These would be
linked to a new specialised unit.

“If we are organised to deal with crime, it
will go a long way to make the province safe.
Lots of energy is going into the planning. We
are also talking to mayors to involve the
metro police departments. We don’t want to
see officers sitting under trees trapping peo-
ple. That can be done by camera. We need the
manpower to address crime,” he said.

There were also talks with the criminal
justice department to ensure that criminals
were not easily granted bail.

Marc Lubner, chairman of the SAICC said
his organisation, which did not just repre-
sent Jewish business, wanted to forge rela-
tionships with the Gauteng province.

“We are here to promote reciprocal busi-
ness between the Middle East and South
Africa and this should go beyond 2010. We
believe that trade between countries can
influence positive outcomes and can do what
politics cannot achieve. Money knows no reli-
gion or colour and trade can help solve some
of the problems in the Middle East and can
alleviate poverty in South Africa,” he said.

Bertie Lubner, vice president of the
SAICC, said politically, there had been a cer-
tain understanding and desire to support the
Palestinian cause.

“However, everyone wants to see a settle-
ment. Israel has trade and scientific know-
how to offer South Africa, such as in the solar
power industry and agricultural industries. 

“We would like to see the kibbutz-style
farming coming to South Africa. It is a
unique system in which everyone has a role
to play, working in and for the community,
not as individual but for everyone,” he said.

Lubner added that the SAICC had worked
closely with government in specially-identi-
fied areas, such as with the Gauteng
Economic Development Agency and Blue IQ.

New broom Mashatile
to visit Israel in 2009 TWO ISRAELIS SENTENCED TO

DEATH IN THAILAND

BANGKOK - Two Israelis convicted of
drug trafficking, have been sentenced to
death by a court in Thailand.

The men were caught with 23 000
Ecstasy tablets a year ago during a drug
bust co-ordinated with US police in an
area in Thailand popular with Israeli
tourists. 

The drugs were destined for the
United States and Italy, Thai police told
The Jerusalem Post.

Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said on
Tuesday after the sentence was
announced, that she was considering
intervening on behalf of the two Israelis
if their sentence is not changed on
appeal. 

Israelis sentenced to death in Thai
courts in the past have had their sen-
tences overturned on appeal, according
to Livni's office. (JTA)

HOW IS THIS KNIGHT DIFFERENT

FROM ALL OTHERS?

WASHINGTON - Queen Elizabeth II has
conferred a knighthood on Shimon
Peres.

"I was very moved to be an emissary to
receive this honour on behalf of the
State of Israel," the Israeli president said
after the ceremony last week Thursday.

The Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of St Michael and
St George is conferred on those who
have rendered services relating to for-
eign relations, and has often been used
to honour non-Britons. It does not come
with a title. Previous recipients include
Bono, the Irish philanthropist and rock
star, Microsoft founder Bill Gates and
the late President Ronald Reagan. (JTA)
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Rochel Goldman (second from right) with some of her team, Stacey Uriah, Limor Azaraf, Sarah Ben

Haim and her daughter Leeat. Benita Wise, Shirley Cohen and Devorah Nates.

Working hard at the reception table, Janine Leibowitz, Geraldine Klaff and

Chani Stern.

Shelley Molaolwa with her employer, Shelley Geffen

and Rochel Goldman. Chana Raz and Paulette Bouhbot.

Shelley Geffen demonstrates some of her 

gastronomic secrets.

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

SOCIAL SCENE

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

UNDER THE auspices of Women of the
World, the Second Annual Women’s
Celebration of Jewish Mysticism was held at
Summer Place recently. During the event
some 130 guests were treated to a late after-
noon of “soulful inspiration, spiritual explo-
ration and scrumptious celebration”. given by
experts in their field, Rebbetzen Rochel
Goldman, Frayda Yanover, Shelley Geffen,
Ettie Klein, Aidel Kazilsky, Estee Stern and
Sara Evian.

The proceedings began with a group recit-
ing Tehillim (Psalms), led by Sarah Ben
Chaim. Guests were then addressed by
Goldman.

She had recently returned from New York
where she went for her father’s 90th birthday
celebration. In describing the people who
were there, she said that just counting herself,
her sisters and their children, there were 140.

Despite being so happy to be with her fami-
ly in the US, it felt wonderful arriving back in
South Africa, she said, explaining why she, an
American woman, had decided she was here

in South Africa to stay. 
She talked about all the good things about

the community here, the availability of kosher
food, the shuls and facilities and the strength,
friendliness and quality of the people.

She said many South Africans had a “suit-
case mentality”. We have lived through
apartheid, the subsequent “revolution” -
which never materialised - a black govern-
ment and also crime, she said.

“But crime is everywhere. All over the
world and people just live with it,” she said.

Rochel Goldman said more and more, we
ask ourselves about our purpose in life and
what our mission on earth is really all about.
Women of the World endeavours with pro-
grammes such as this one, to educate and nur-
ture women. The organisation believes in the
importance of “nurturing the nurturers” so
that they, in turn, can be better fortified to
nurture their families and communities, she
stressed.

Shelley Geffen demonstrated some refresh-
ing and innovative recipes. A copy of these
recipes were given to everyone.

Included in the file of recipes, was general

information and Goldman’s own recipe for
challah which was given to everyone at the
function, as well as a 14 point plan of
“Reasons to Stay in South Africa” written by
her husband, Rabbi Yossy Goldman in 1999
and which he said was still relevant today -
with a few amendments.

Freidy Yanover gave a brief introduction
to some of the topics that would be covered
in the various workshops to follow, before
the group broke up into smaller discussion
groups led by the inspirational speakers. 

After some uplifting and thought-provok-
ing workshops on various aspects of mysti-
cism, a supper was served which included
the desserts which had been demonstrated
earlier. 

Everyone felt spiritually fortified and
reinforced; more equipped to face life’s daily
challenges.

‘Spiritually fortified
and reinforced’

Felicity Goldstein with Roanne Brainin.

Rebbetzen Rochel Goldman, Chaya Finkel, Sharon Lurie, Bev Feinblum and

Mandy Bloch. 

Fraidy Yanover.

FOR THE RECORD:

In the Social Scene of November 21, 

the picture of Russell Lurie singing was with

Barbara Berell and not his wife Angela.
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JOHANNESBURG/MAYFAIR

From Tutsie Wexler

“Whenever one sees a Mayfairite,
it is like water in the desert. The
past immediately comes up and
people are discussed, living, as
well as those who have passed on.

“Like a kaleidoscope, all these
wonderful people float through
my poor fading memory, hence
this story before I do ‘takker’ for-
get. They with their typical love
of Judaism with its heimesche
rebbe catering delights, tzolent,
kishke, kreplach, homontashen,
lokshen, farfel, Oneg Shabbat,
imbued my generation with all
that is good. 

“A great deal of this, I am
happy to write, has been installed
into my offspring, our congrega-
tion and our fellow South African
Jews with whom we come into
contact.

“I must end my ‘Nechticer
Yorren’ with respect to those who
have passed on and good health to
those lucky enough still to be
around. G-d bless.”

• This is reprinted from Jewish
Affairs September 1981, nearly
half a century ago and all of this
is still so true.(ed).

WORCESTER

Maida Sakinofsky:

“How proud were we when
Roberts Stores celebrated its dia-
mond anniversary in the eighties-
60 years of service to the people of
Worcester and surrounding dis-
tricts, 60 years in which we have
always endeavoured to offer
‘dependable goods’, ‘utmost value’
and ‘friendly service’. 

“These years have meant much
to us at Roberts Stores; we are
proud of them, above all we are
proud of the friends we have
made among our customers
whose faith and confidence in us
have enabled us to grow and
friends among our suppliers
whose products have graced our
store. Without their support we
could not have celebrated 60
years. 

“It is with pride and yet with
humility that we offer our cus-
tomers the goods and service that
they have come to expect from us.

“Louis Sakinofsky (nicknamed
‘Loser’) was stockily built and
sported a moustache when he
landed in South Africa by ship
from ‘over the water’ before the
First World War. 
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“He came, as thousands of his
fellowmen did, to seek a better
future and peace. He started a
business in Plein Street, Cape
Town called ‘Embroidery and
Laces’ together with his brother,
Morris.

“While on one of his buying
trips to Dublin, Ireland, he met up
with a cousin, Pauline Yodaiken
and they fell in love but it was 14
years before she was able to come
to South Africa to be with her
fiancé.

“When she arrived in Cape
Town, Louis did not have the nec-
essary money (ten pounds) to get
her off the ship so he appealed to
Mr Jagger, then one of the fore-
most wholesalers of that era, to
stand surety for him. Mr Jagger
kindly wrote the letter and
Pauline and Louis were united at
long last. 

“They got married in 1906. They
had three children - Robert (b 1910),
then Jeanette, then Cecille.

“When Robert was 10 years old,
there was a depression and the
family had no alternative but to
sell all their possessions and move
in with relatives. Then they
moved on to Touwsrivier for a few
months where they barely made a
living, when thankfully opportu-
nity flew in and Worcester beck-
oned and the family settled in this
lovely Boland town.

“Louis opened a shop, Robert
Stores, which he proudly named
after his son.”   

SMOUSE (CONTINUED)

Sent in by Su Torrie Rich:

“Rolls of cloth and ready-made
clothing were always to be found
in the smouse’s pack. It is true
that some of these garments were
out-of-fashion and had been sold
off at low prices by Cape Town
merchants. On the farms, howev-
er, it was only a matter of price. 

“Bonnets and dresses, calico,
cord velveteen for male trousers,
knitting wool and reels of cotton
were bought eagerly by people
who would have had to trek 50,
even a 100 miles, to shop in a dorp.

“Craftiest of all these traders
was the ‘gold smous’. He spe-
cialised in jewellery. When he
entered a new district he selected
a man of standing, a leading
farmer or ‘ouderling’ of the
church and sold him a first-class
gold watch at far below cost price.

“That was all the advertisement
necessary. After that the smous
disposed of scores of inferior
rolled gold watches at five pounds
a piece. 

“Those were the days when
men’s watch-chains demanded
ornament. Most popular designs
were miniature revolvers and
penknives. There were rings and
brooches and thimbles for the

women. 
“As the smouse was often pre-

pared to accept payment in cat-
tle, at the farmer’s own valua-
tion, business was done easily.
Even the farm labourers
inspected the stock-in-trade and
for them the smous had guitars
and mouth-organs.

“Another duty of the smous
was to bring news of the outside
world. The really clever smous
carried messages or letters from
distant relations and then dis-
played goods similar to those
which he said the relations had
bought from him. 

“After all, if a respected aunt
had chosen dress material of a
certain pattern, that settled all
questions of taste and price.”

• From In the Land of
Afternoon by Lawrence Green,
published by Howard Timmins
(1949).

JOHANNESBURG

From Jack Joseph (continued):

“Abe Lipschitz was my teacher
in standard six at Doornfontein
Primary School and he was
released from teaching in 1944 to
join the army. I met him a few
times in Cairo when he was an
officer and no matter what offi-
cer he was with, he would
always introduce me and tell his
brother officer that when I was a
pupil in his class he had
whacked my backside, but that
when he first joined the army
and although he was a sergeant,
he had to call me sir as I was a
warrant officer.  

“Unfortunately this good man
died of a heart attack at the age
of 49. 

“Associations I have belonged
to, have been: 1st Hillbrow-Berea
Cubs, Geduds Bar Kochba and
Moshe Habonim, 7th field
Ambulance, South African Me-
dical Corps, The Johannesburg,
East London and Jewish Guild
Philatelic Societies, Round Table
Number 1 in East London,
Round Table Number 3 in
Johannesburg, SA Jewish Ex-
Servicemen’s Leagues in East
London and Johannesburg,
Parent/Teachers’ Associations
King David Primary and High
Schools, The Memorable Order
of Tin Hats (MOTHS) Combined
OPJ Shellhole, Desert Lily
Shellhole, Member of Bikkur
Cholim, Sandringham Gardens,
South African Friends of Beit
Halochem, South African Jew-
ish Orphanage (Arcadia), Van
Riebeeck Society. 

“I am a life member of The
Jewish Helping Hand and Burial
Society and a life member of The
Witwatersrand Jewish Bene-
volent Society.”  

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

MELTDOWN SPECIAL

SCORE BIG ON 
MARKDOWN PRICES

UP TO 50% OFF ON EVENING

WEAR AND CASUAL WEAR

INCLUDING EUROPEAN IMPORTS

Open Monday - Friday

09:00 - 16:30

335 Jan Smuts Avenue
Craighall Park  Tel: (011) 325-4986

Parking outside store
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TWO JEWISH brothers have 
won the prestigious Ernst & 
Young award for Emerging
Entrepreneurship for 2008, in part-
nership with First National Bank,
for their exceptional strategic
management and business devel-
opment of the Union Swiss cosmet-
ic company which manufactures
and distributes Union Swiss Bio-
Oil worldwide.

Justin and David Letschert were
honoured at a function in Sandton
last week Thursday. Ernst &
Young’s Global Entrepreneur of
the Year programme is the world’s
most prestigious business award
for entrepreneurs. Recognised
globally, the award provides a
unique way of encouraging entre-
preneurial activity and recognis-
ing the contribution of outstand-
ing men and women who inspire
others with their vision, leader-
ship and achievement. 

Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of
The Year, says in a media release it
celebrates those who are building
and leading successful, growing,
and dynamic business, recognising
them through regional, national,
and global awards programmes in
125 cities in 40 countries. 

James Blakemore, chairman of
Zest Electric Motors was named
winner of the Best award 

The Letschert brothers turned
around Union Swiss Bio-Oil after
acquiring the company, to become
the number one selling product in
its category in 14 of the 17 coun-
tries where the product is sold.

Justin Letschert says that, sim-
ply put, “David and I have taken
Bio-Oil, in the past eight years,
from an unknown South African
brand to the number one selling

skincare product in its category in
16 countries across five continents.
Our unit sales have grown from 
3 000 a month out of 2 000 stores, to
one million a month out of 55 000
stores. Today Bio-Oil is South
Africa’s top-selling skincare
export and one of the fastest-grow-
ing skincare brands worldwide.
Our inspiration is simplicity and
creativity.”

The Letcherts, both chartered
accountants, previously worked in
the mergers and acquisitions sec-
tor. Their corporate finance advi-
sory business developed a special-
ty in the pharmaceutical industry
with a strong focus on personal
care, and they bought Union Swiss,
a company they were mandated to
sell. 

With a strong belief in keeping
things simple, they streamlined
the company’s range of 120 prod-
ucts into one offering - Bio-Oil, a
scar and stretchmark product.

A year after acquiring the busi-
ness they launched Bio Oil in the
UK market and three years later
the product was the UK’s biggest-
selling body-care product. Bio Oil
sells in Japan, the US, Australia,
New Zealand and Malaysia, and
future plans include Western
Europe and Central and South
America.

They say they have learned
invaluable lessons about making a
local brand global.

“Start with just one country at a
time, lots of cash and a good distri-
bution partnership.” Justin cau-
tions local companies venturing
offshore: “The competition is
fierce and no-one is waiting for
you. You cannot afford to be arro-
gant.”

Two brothers scoop
E&Y’s Emerging
Entrepreneurs awards

Howard Arrand of FNB, Justin Letschert of Union Swiss Bio-oil, Ndi

Ramalibana of BDFM, David Letschert of Union Swiss Bio-Oil and Val

Davies COO of Ernst & Young. 

JERUSALEM - Despite the world
crisis in economic markets,
Russians, in the guise of the
Moscow Municipality, have
expressed confidence in tourism
to Israel by announcing the con-
struction of a $100 million hotel in
Ein Boken, with subsidies on
flights and accommodation for
Moscow residents. 

Israeli Tourism Minister
Ruhama Avraham-Balila said:
“The construction of this luxury

Russian hotel is an important
achievement, from both the eco-
nomic and national position. The
Tourism Ministry’s efforts will
bear fruit in 2009 with the arrival
of about 400 000 Russian tourists.”

The new hotel will be construct-
ed on the southern shores of the
Dead Sea. The hotel, which will be
built by the Moscow Municipality-
owned company Sun Dream, will
spread over 16 000 square metres,
include 240 guestrooms and suites,

two indoor swimming pools, con-
ference rooms, two restaurants
and a helipad. Construction will
start within the next few months.

Added Avraham-Balila: “The
Tourism Ministry’s marketing
efforts have turned Russia into the
third largest source of incoming
tourists to Israel.”

The Sun Dream company is
owned by the Moscow
Municipality and the Intercons
Corporation. 

$100 million Russian hotel for Israel

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

“I BELIEVE that the majority of
people are good, decent people,”
Herbert Hirsch stated. “I believe
we have to educate people to
respect others, allow them dignity
and act in accordance with the
guidelines of our South African
Constitution.” 

He was speaking during
“Refugee Voices”, a breakaway ses-
sion of a symposium on refugees,
sponsored by the Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung and held under
the auspices of the Cape Town
Holocaust Centre. At the session,
groups listened to the testimonies
of African and German Jewish
refugees. 

The idea of the symposium was
to raise awareness of the issues fac-
ing refugees in South Africa and to
consider “strategies to halt the tide
of intolerance.”

Hirsch, who arrived here with
his mother in 1937 aged 10, to join
his father, said he felt he was par-
ticipating in the seminar “under
false pretences” as he had not suf-
fered in Germany or afterwards.
Nevertheless he was considered a
refugee by others and was seated
next to a fellow refugee at school.

“The only overt manifestation (of
his status) was when I played team
sports and had to get a permit to go
outside the magisterial district -
but this was not such a big deal
either,” he remarked.   

A few years ago, Hirsch was
invited back to Germany and as
part of his itinerary was taken to a
school that was celebrating its
125th anniversary with the theme:
“This should never happen to any-
body again at any time”. 

He recalled the learners cross-
examining him and his wife on the
similarities between apartheid and
Nazism. “If those are the forthcom-
ing leaders of Germany, then
Germany’s in good hands,” he
noted. 

Celestine Ngoy Kitenge, who fled
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo in 2004, was overcome with
emotion while relating his story,
struggling to compose himself.
Facilitator Debbie Silver stepped in
and told the gathering that he had
come from “a very fine family and
suddenly his life changed”.

Kitenge, who grew up in a
Christian family, said he had been
forced on pain of death to join the
army, but had escaped, passing
through Zambia and Namibia
before arriving in South Africa in
2006. He said his faith in G-d had
carried him through, but admitted
to thinking on occasion, “It’s better
to die”.

After arriving in Cape Town, he
worked as a security guard, then

completed an engineering course.
It was at this stage that the xeno-
phobic violence erupted resulting
in all Kitenge’s possessions being
stolen.

While his wife and two-year-old
daughter accompanied him, he
says it is very hard when he thinks
about his parents and sister that he
left behind. 

Nomfundo Walaza, CEO of the
Desmond Tutu Peace Centre,
remarked that it was “not useful to
compare suffering - it’s about the
intensity of what you go through. 

“I’m shameful of what happened
in this country,” she continued,
referring to the outbreak of xeno-
phobic violence earlier this year,
“(of the fact) that you came here,
built things up and then we
destroyed it.

“I can’t say I didn’t do it, because
if it was done in my name, it was
done by me. I want you to know
that I take responsibility - we can’t
say like the whites did, ‘I didn’t
know about apartheid’.” 

DRC refugee Celestine Ngoy Kitenge, German Jewish refugee

Herbert Hirsch and facilitator Debbie Silver at the refugee seminar

held by the Cape Town Holocaust Centre.

THE RAMBAM Trust,
which celebrated its bar-
mitzvah this year, is
reaching out to the South
African Jewish communi-
ty in this time of financial
stress and pressure, the
Trust says in a media
release. 

According to Arnold
Connack, executive direc-
tor of the Trust: “We have
noticed an increase in
requests for financial
assistance from across the
country due to interest rate hikes,
general inflation and increased liv-
ing expenses. 

“The new Credit Act is also mak-
ing it difficult for the man in the
street to get bank loans. We have
also seen that the loan requests we
are getting are for much larger
amounts than in previous years.”

The Rambam Trust is a gemach,
an interest free loan organisation,
which was established in 1995 to
assist members of the South
African Jewish community who
require bridging finance. The

Trust has to date distributed
in excess of R40 million and
bad debts are negligible.

Typical requests are for
assistance with simchas,
relief from interest bearing
debt, down payment for a
car, education costs and
sometimes even to tide a
family over with food on the
table. The average loan is
approximately R30 000 - 
R35 000 repayable over 
24 months.

Applicants are inter-
viewed to ensure that they are in
need of bridging finance and not
charity. The interview also pro-
vides the trustees with a good
understanding of the applicants’
needs so that experienced, con-
structive guidance can be offered. 

Connack explains: “To ensure
that the funds of the Trust can be
‘recycled’, applicants are asked to
obtain sureties for the loan. This
means that for every R10 000 or part
thereof that is borrowed, the appli-
cant needs to get one person to
guarantee the loan. For a loan in

excess of R10 000, two sureties are
required. For a loan of more than
R20 000, three sureties are needed.
Only individuals are acceptable as
surety.”

Each person who stands surety
is responsible for the full loan, but
the Rambam Trust will not recover
more than the actual loan. Family
members may stand surety in cer-
tain circumstances. 

Once the loan is approved, a
debit order or post-dated cheques
are provided to ensure that the
loan is repaid.  

Interviews are held by two
trustees and the executive director,
about three times a month, but
urgent loans can be processed
within 24 hours. 

“Interviews are highly confiden-
tial and offer applicants a support-
ive environment to openly discuss
their financial needs. Often people
leave with a tremendous burden
lifted from their shoulders,” says
Connack.

The Trust is administered by 17
trustees in Johannesburg and five
in Cape Town, who also cover most
of the running costs.  

• For further information, or if
you wish to apply for a loan which
are available countrywide, contact
the Rambam Trust on (011) 
485-5401/0861 RAMBAM (mornings
only) or rambam@mweb.co.za  

Financial help available
for Jewish community

Arnold

Connack,

executive

director of

the Rambam

Trust.

A thread binding Africa and Europe



SA JEWISH REPORT     928 November - 05 December 2008

SA Zionist
Federation
celebrates

Israel's 60th 
The SA Zionist Federation celebrated Israel's

60th anniversary in grand style - with bells

and whistles and all the trimmings!  

The six professional staff members - all women,
under the direction of Isla Feldman and togeth-
er with the elected office bearers’ body chaired
by Avrom Krengel - organised a plethora of dif-
ferent, exciting and fascinating events and func-
tions which catered for all ages, all interests and
all religious affiliations.
• We opened with the magnificent Diamond

Anniversary Concert which allowed more
than I 000 people to hear the dulcet tones of
the brilliant cast...

• We gave a full house of 60 people the
Gourmet Israel@60 Quiz Evening, wining
and dining and invigorating them with knowl-
edge and prizes...

• We opened the "Sing-a-Song of Delight" com-
petition and received in response dozens of
entries and a worthy and musical winner,
Patricia Flaum...

• We presented the "Celebration 60" musical
spectacular to 1 200 enchanted people and
innumerable curtain calls...

• We hosted the scintillating panel discussion,
"If Not Annapolis, What Then?" with three
eminent speakers challenging a full house
audience...

• We held the dignified, sombre and sad Yom
Hazikaron, commemorating Israel's fallen sol-
diers, for 1 500 people...

• We entertained more than 9 000 young, old,
Orthodox and secular Jews and non-Jews at
the fantastic and vibrant Yom Ha'atzmaut fes-
tivities...

• We arranged and expedited the exceptional
13th Israel Now Tour for 100 participants who
were privy to a host of unique experiences in
the country...

• We planned the Yom Yerushalayim celebration
for Jerusalem's reunification in true Israeli
vibe and atmosphere...

• We convened the marvellous 60-km Cycle
Ride for Israel and welcomed 200 keen and
eager participants, young, old, men and
women, amateur and professional...

• We arranged the moving “Prayer Evening for
the Kidnapped Soldiers”, together with the SA
Rabbinical Association and the Beth Din...

• We showcased the superb historical "South
Africa and Israel: 60 Years On “photographic
exhibition” which attracted hundreds who
relived their past...

• We hosted the “Re-Vital of Israel Theatre
Dance Group”, 19 gorgeous young Israeli
dancers celebrating Jerusalem...

• We shared the “Ethnic Aroma Festival” which
had cooks from Israel tantalising taste-buds
with their fabulous food...

• We highlighted the paintings, sketches, sculp-
ture, mosaics, jewellery, photography and
ceramics of 110 local Jewish artists in the "In
Celebration of Israel at 60" Art Exhibition...

• We ran the "Lion of Judah" School
Competition, giving 18 life-sized lions to the
various schools for decoration with many of
them now on display at shuls...

• And we hosted the annual “Israel Quiz”, test-
ing the mettle of grade 11 learners at the
Jewish day schools. with worthy winner,
KDL's Joshua Victor...

• We beamed with delight at the success of the
Israel Centre's first-ever Ailiyah Flight from
SA (96 new olim); and marvelled at the hun-
dreds of potential olim who flocked to the
Aliyah Expos...

• Our Media Team under the leadership of Bev
Goldman, valiantly fought Israel's case in the
media; it secured a written apology for inac-
curate reporting on Israel in The Star; it visit-
ed Israel and met with government, academ-
ics, journalists, politicians, religious leaders,
mayors and both liberal and conservative
Israelis and Arab Israelis...

• We published our fortnightly “Fed Focus” (in
the Jewish Report); our monthly Fedspeak
(delivered to all the shuls and various commu-
nal organisations); our wonderful "South
Africa and Israel: 60 Years On" brochure
detailing the history of the Zionist movements
in South Africa; the Media Team's "Dispelling
the Myths: Israel and the Middle East" book-
let for fighting Israel's battles with the media;
and the glossy and beautifully presented
"Celebrating Israel" coffee table book of lim-
ited edition...

• We write a monthly article in the Jewish Life

Magazine; we write a monthly column in the
Cape Jewish Chronicle; we send twice-weekly
"A Selection of the Best" compilations of the
best opinion and analysis pieces to thousands
on our mailing list...

And the cherry on the top? We have been
recognised by Israel as the most successful, the
most productive of all the Diaspora Zionist
Federations, the one that most exemplified the
joy and delight of this momentous and magnifi-
cent occasion.

Roll on 2009 - we have yet another fabulous
year of celebrating Israel.Watch this space...

Advertorial
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

SOUTH AFRICANS should rightly be outraged at
the saga of the modern, hi-tech submarine - one of
three our navy bought from Germany at great cost
- lying idle in a harbour because the navy does not
have the necessary trained personnel to man or
maintain it properly.

Fortunately, the matter is one of expense and
ineptitude, rather than of security. The lack of a
war-ready submarine, prepared to embark on any
mission given to it, does not endanger this country
in any way. Indeed, it raises the question: what on
earth did we buy that submarine - and the others
still to be delivered - for? 

Against whom are we intending to use them,
since we have no external enemies, particularly
ones who might invade us from the sea?

For Jewish South Africans concerned about
Israel, this matter will likely bring a wry smile to
their lips regarding the difference between that
country and this one. The article on this page
describes the National Security Council’s analysis
of the multiple external threats expected to face
Israel in 2009. Allowing a major piece of up-to-date
military hardware to lie idle and fall into disrepair,
would be a scandal, and a dangerous one. Heads
would roll.

Sadly, Israel’s physical survival is dependent -
and will be, for the foreseeable future - on its ability
to militarily deter its enemies from striking at it,
and to repel them forcefully and quickly if they do.

Among South Africa’s population generally,
including most of the people in the ANC, the situa-
tion of a tiny country continuously facing the dan-
ger of actual destruction by hostile forces situated
only kilometres from its major urban heartland,
and having to live every day with this reality, is
inconceivable. 

While we are looking at comparisons between
Israel’s situation and South Africa’s, a telling com-
ment was made by outgoing Israeli Ambassador to
South Africa Ilan Baruch, at a farewell dinner held
by the Jewish community this week. 

Referring to the often difficult task faced by
Israeli diplomats here, he said the support the ANC
government shows for the Palestinians is not only
one of foreign policy, but equally one of “self-defini-
tion”. 

He quoted ANC Spokesperson Jessie Duarte
telling him that as long as the Palestinian situation
is not resolved - without them also regaining their
liberty and self-respect in their own state - mem-
bers of the ANC cannot regard their own “struggle”
as over. 

While such an attitude complicates South Africa-
Israel relations, it is not difficult to understand the
existence of this among ANC struggle veterans. 

During the long years of resistance against
apartheid, activists found support and camaraderie
from the PLO, with whose own fight they identified.
Such feelings of long-standing comradeship run
deep and do not abate quickly. 

Even in the halcyon days of reconciliation during
Nelson Mandela’s presidency, he continually
stressed that South Africa would be faithful to the
bonds with people it had fought together with.

Since then the ANC has significantly moved on as
a political body and its official policy recognises
Israel’s legitimacy, as well as the need for it and a
Palestinian state to live in peace alongside each
other. And trade and political relationships
between South Africa and Israel, while not yet free
of inhibiting political factors, have grown positive-
ly in recent years. 

Hopefully a time will come when Middle East
peace prevails, and Israel’s submarines can also lie
idle in a harbour without endangering the country. 

Resolving the Palestinian question will not neces-
sarily bring this about immediately, but will move
things in that direction. Perhaps then ANC veter-
ans will see relations with Israel and Palestine as
entirely a foreign policy matter based on South
African self-interest - which is what it should be -
rather than a politically loaded issue of “self-defini-
tion”.

For the time being, the task facing Israeli diplo-
mats in South Africa will continue to be difficult.
During his tenure here, Ambassador Baruch has
made a significant contribution towards better
South Africa-Israel relations. We wish him well as
he returns to Israel. 

But Israel is seriously threatened as
well by massive rocket build-ups in
southern Lebanon and, to a lesser
extent, in the Gaza Strip. According to
Defence Minister Ehud Barak,
Hezbollah now has approximately 42
000 rockets in Lebanon - more than
three times the number it had during
the 2006 Lebanon war.

Hamas, too, apparently has been
using its truce with Israel to smuggle
in huge quantities of weaponry into
Gaza from Egypt. The NSC suggests
that in the event of a provocation from
Lebanon or Gaza, the Israel Defence
Forces at all costs should avoid being
sucked into a long war of attrition. If
the IDF fails to contain the trouble
quickly, it should consider launching a
wide-scale operation, hitting the other
side hard and bringing the fighting to
an abrupt end with as clear cut a result
as possible.

The NSC sees in peace with Syria a
major strategic advantage in the battle
against Iran and its proxies, since
peace with Syria likely would lead to
peace with Lebanon and significantly
weaken the Iran-Syria-Hezbollah-
Hamas axis.

For this gain, Israel should be pre-
pared to pay the heavy price of return-
ing the Golan Heights to Syria, the
NSC says. Israel also should try to har-
ness the incoming US administration
to this end because Syria would be
unlikely to come aboard without US
economic and diplomatic assurances.

The intelligence agencies seem to be
in accord on Syria, although there are
differences of nuance here, too.

Yadlin says there are encouraging
signs that Syrian President Bashar
Assad really wants a deal with Israel,
but that it would have to be on his
terms: getting back the Golan and
receiving the same kind of significant
US investment in Syria as Egypt after
it made peace with Israel in 1979.

The NSC believes that the price is
worthwhile for both Israel and the
United States, as long as Syria detach-
es itself from the Iranian axis. Yadlin,
however, is not sure whether Syria
really would cut its ties with Iran and
pro-Iranian terrorist groups like
Hezbollah.

To shore up its position against
Shi’ite-run Iran, the NSC says Israel
should strengthen its ties with moder-
ate Sunni Arab states, especially Saudi
Arabia. Israel also should stabilise and
strengthen its ties with Jordan. But
the NSC does not say how this or

strengthening the Saudi connection
could be achieved.

One of the bleaker scenarios the
NSC posits for 2009 is the collapse of
the Palestinian Authority. 

Hamas is insisting on new elections
for the Palestinian presidency and
parliament in January; Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas
wants to extend his term for another
year without new elections.

The NSC fears that Abbas might
retire from public life if he fails to get
his way, possibly leading to the disin-
tegration of the Palestinian
Authority. Alternatively, Abbas could
compete in the elections and lose to
the fundamentalist Hamas.

Either way, chances for a negotiat-
ed two-state solution would evaporate
if Abbas’ moderate-led Palestinian
Authority were replaced with Hamas.
Israel would be left in the West Bank
without a partner to negotiate an end
to the occupation.

To keep Abbas in power and the
two-state solution alive, the NSC rec-
ommends that Israel prevent
Palestinian elections, even at the cost
of a showdown with the United States
and the international community.

Whatever happens, the NSC says,
Israel must continue to pressure and
weaken Hamas. If the current
Hamas-Israel truce in Gaza breaks
down, the NSC recommends that
Israel launch a wide-ranging opera-
tion to topple Hamas in Gaza.
Whether that would mean reoccupy-
ing Gaza, and if so, for how long, the
NSC does not say.

The NSC’s thinking is based on the
assumption that Israel can do busi-
ness with Abbas and moderate
Palestinians, but not with Hamas. But
the assessment fails to address the
question of whether the moderates
can deliver on Israel’s security needs
and whether the moderate
Palestinian leadership has the grass-
roots support to stay in power over
time.

The NSC analysis and recommen-
dations may not win universal
Cabinet approval when presented
next month, but they do show very
clearly just how complex and danger-
ous the security issues Israel faces in
2009 will be.

Compounding the uncertainty, the
big decisions of ‘09 will be taken by
new and untried governments in
both Jerusalem and Washington.
(JTA)

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

DELIVERING A grim threat assess-
ment for 2009, the Israeli National
Security Council said that Israel in 2009
might well find itself alone facing Iran
on the threshold of nuclear power,
fighting rocket attacks on two fronts
and without a Palestinian partner for a
two-state solution.

The assessment, which will be pre-
sented next month to the Cabinet,
makes some far-reaching pre-emptive
recommendations: developing a credi-
ble military option against Iran, mak-
ing peace with Syria and preventing
Palestinian elections even at the cost of
a collision with the United States.

The NSC foresees two possible Iran-
related diplomatic developments that
could hurt Israel: a US-initiated dia-
logue leading to rapprochement
between Iran, the United States and the
Arab world, or the US building a wide
international coalition against Iran -
for which Israel might be forced to pay
a price.

To pre-empt these developments, the
NSC urges the Israeli government to
work closely with the incoming US
administration to mobilise the interna-
tional community against Iran and to
prevent an American deal with Tehran
that undermines Israeli interests.

However, Israel’s various intelligence
agencies appear to have differences of
opinion on the Iran issue.

Military intelligence seems to have
more faith in President-elect Barack
Obama’s plan to stop Iran from going
nuclear by using diplomacy backed by
the threat of stiffer economic sanc-
tions. Intelligence Chief Maj-Gen Amos
Yadlin argues that Iran is now more
vulnerable to sanctions as a result of
the plummeting price of oil.

After conducting a bona fide dialogue
with Tehran, Yadlin says, Obama will
be in a position to build a strong inter-
national coalition for tighter sanctions
if the Iranians refuse to drop their
nuclear plans.

The NSC, however, is sceptical. Its
members believe the only way to stop
Iran will be through the threat or use of
force. It maintains that Israel only has a
small window of opportunity for action
and urges the government to work dis-
creetly on contingency plans while
building a realistic military option.

In the NSC’s view, a nuclear Iran
would constitute by far the biggest
threat to Israel’s existence.

On submarines
and self-definition

Israel facing grim threat
assessment for 2009 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, pictured here at a rally in Salfit, West Bank on November 22,

2008, is key to Israel’s hopes of reaching a peace deal with the Palestinians. (Credit: OMAR RASHIDI / BPH Images)


