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Tough talks for Israel, Syria sara:

IN THEIR sixth major peacemaking effort since the unsuccessful 1991 Madrid peace
MUST GO

conference, Israeli and Syrian negotiators face even tougher challenges than their failed | o o oo oo

) ) ce minister Ehud Barak has
predecessors. All the old questions - borders, security arrangements, the nature of the | thrown down the gauntlet by
telling the beleaguered Israeli
. . . Primg Minister Ehud Olmert,
peace, water, the timetable for implementation - are back on the table. SEE PAGE 11 to resten or to take 2 leave of
charges’ of corruption and
bribery against him.
Barak said at a news confer-

BONFIRES IN GREAT-PARK |kt
TRADITION

tend to his personal matters.

Barak said he would take
his Labour Party out of
Olmert's Kadima-led govern-
ing coalition if the prime min-
ister did not step down.
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Bonfires graced the grounds of the Great-Park Shul's forest on Lag B'Omer this year, where the youth and grown-ups shared in the cama-
raderie of a fire's glow. And of course the young always like poking in a fire! (PHOTOGRAPH: SHELLEY ELK) PAGE 6, 18, 19 accuser / 1 0
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Make things happen!

THE PARSHA of Bamidbar which
we read this Shabbat, is also the
name of the 4th of the 5 books of
Moses. This parsha is characteristi-
cally also read before Shavuot as a
preparation for the festival.

One of the interesting ideas that
we find in this week’s portion, is
G-d’s desire to take a census of the
Jewish people. Moreover, for 49
days, since the beginning of
Pesach, we have embarked on a
step-by-step process of self-
improvement and emotional refine-
ment.

What significance can we draw
from the fact that on the eve of
Shavuot, we learn about the census
taken in the desert, and how does
this connect to the 49 days of the
Omer, which we have been count-
ing so diligently?

We all know that when you count
something, you affirm its existence
and its importance. However, when
you count a vast number of things,
it’s an indication that quantity is
far more important that quality.

Now quality plays an important
part in the Jewish psyche. We're

PARSHAT
BAMIDBAR

Rabbi Moshe Kazilsky
Johannesburg Sephardi
Hebrew Congregation

told, for example, that regarding
charity, it’s not how much you
give, but the fact that you give.
Similarly with prayer - it’s not
how much you pray - rather that
you pray with meaning. But here,
in the parsha of Bamidbar we
seem to be emphasising the
reverse - quantity over quality. Is
there worth in that?

Evidently there is, and the mes-
sage is a powerful one. One of the
problems with quality is that it
exudes an air of superiority... This
week’s parsha comes to teach us
that when it comes to a human
being, each person is endowed
with intrinsic worth. Everyone
was included in the count.

Status, knowledge and wealth
play no part in who was counted.

Each individual is important and
each one is counted - regardless.
Hence G-d counts each and every
soul - and this in turn gives us a
sense of belonging. It classifies us
and it empowers us. It brings out
our intrinsic value.

The counting of the Omer takes
this idea to a higher level. Not only
are you important and a vital part
of creation - your job is to actualise
this intrinsic value by becoming a
better human being.

We use this period to grow in self-
actualisation, by working on the
various facets of our character. It’s
one thing to say you are worthy and
part of a greater sum... it’s another
thing to see that worthiness blos-
som into giving, caring, sensitive
human beings, who leaves their
mark on the world in a profound
way.

One of my favourite statements
is that there are three types of peo-
ple in this world: Those that MAKE
things happen, those that WATCH
things happen and those that say:
WHAT happened?

The best part of life is that we get
to choose which category we want
to be in. This week’s parsha tells us
that there comes a time to stand up

SHABBAT TIMES

May 30/ 25 lyar
May 31/ 26 lyar

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:06  17:57  Johannesburg
17:27 18:21 Cape Town
16:47 17:39  Durban

17:08 18:00  Bloemfontein
16:59 17:53  Port Elizabeth
16:52 17:45 East London

and be counted. There’s a time to
make things happen, a time to
release our own potential that we
have and to make sure we are not
going to turn around one day and
say: “What happened?”

The word “Bamidbar” means a
wilderness. We cannot deny that
we live in a wilderness - a place
which is unpredictable and sub-
ject to extreme elements. By
adopting the stance of “Stand up
and be counted” and by “Making
things happen”, may we move
from the quicksand of the wilder-
ness, to the oasis of Mt Sinai - on
a communal level and a personal
level.

Bridging gap between Jews and
Christians through goodwill

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THE JEWISH community’s re-
sponse to evangelical Christians
living in Israel was “almost
always negative”, Reverend
Rebecca Brimmer, international
president and CEO of the
Christian Zionist organisation
Bridges for Peace (BFP), told a
gathering held under the aus-
pices of the Western Province

Zionist Council.

The Jerusalem-based Brimmer
noted that the “first thing” that
was usually asked of her col-
leagues was whether they were
missionaries.

Refuting this, she said that
BFP staff received sensitivity
training to “avoid words that
push buttons and raise suspi-
cions. Our philosophy is to do
practical deeds”, she stressed.

Things had, however, changed
for the better in this regard since

the inception of the Christian
Allies Caucus in the Knesset just
over four years ago. “Eighty-five
per cent of the time, responses
are now positive,” she main-
tained.

According to the Knesset web-
site, the mission of the Caucus is
to “build a direct line of commu-
nication, co-operation and co-
ordination between the Knesset
and Christian leaders around the
world”.

Brimmer said the BFP was

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
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Moonyeen Castle (chairman WPZC) (extreme left) sports “sunglasses” presented to her on the occasion of
Israel’s 60th birthday by Chris Eden (national director Bridges for Peace) (on her left). Others in the pho-
tograph are (from left): Reverend Kenneth Meshoe MP (leader ACDP), Reverend Rebecca Brimmer (inter-
national president and CEO Bridges for Peace) and Steven Swart (ACDP MP).

working to change the attitude of
individuals around the world to
the Jewish people.

“I have a dream of a time when
Christian anti-Semitism does not
exist and people who want to
know about it have to go into the
back rooms to find the books
(dealing with it) covered with
dust.”

Realising that most of the news
about Israel was “not a true pic-
ture, not a full picture and needs
to be changed”, the group had
decided to tell the country’s
story in a positive manner by
means of its bi-monthly publica-
tion Dispatch from Jerusalem
and its website.

She added that it also tried to
make Christians aware of their
Jewish roots. “There’s a huge
gap between Christians and Jews
through centuries of mistreat-
ment and Bridges for Peace has
been trying for the last 30 years
to bridge the gap.”

But talk was cheap, she said,
and “corrective action” was what
was needed. “So we started pro-
grammes and projects around
the world to show Jews that
there had been a change.”

In Israel’s Beth Shemesh com-
munity, the group had gone “a
step further” by means of its
sponsorship programme to pro-
vide 200 children with hot lunch-
es, school books, uniforms and
backpacks.

“We pay for them to go on
school outings, to summer school
and for tutoring - I believe we can
expand this to other communi-
ties,” she ventured.

Describing BFP’s work as “an
opportunity to do something”,
Brimmer said “We don’t have the
luxury of changing the past, but
if men and women of faith and
courage step forward and say
‘No’ to prejudice, intolerance and
lack of respect, we can have a dif-
ferent future.”
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Rabbi Dovid Hazdan of Great-Park, Sandy Zacharowitz, Joshua Chuma and John Maluleke before the

b -y

collection was loaded into the van to be delivered to Beyachad.

Congregants show
their generous spirit

RABBI DOVID HAZDAN
GREAT-PARK SYNAGOGUE

THE RESPONSE to my appeal in
my sermon last Friday night for
members to donate food, clothing
blankets, to assist victims of our
refugee crisis, is evident from the

attached photograph.

Over the weekend provisions
were brought in that filled an
entire van to the brim, which
was delivered to Beyachad on
Monday morning. It included
200 blankets that were donated
at the community-wide Lag

B’Omer celebration at Great-
Park.

One congregant went shopping
at Makro and brought pots and

food supplies to the value of
R2 500; others brought bales of

children’s jackets. We will contin-
ue to make this appeal a priority.

Jewish women
heeded UJW call

OWN CORRESPONDENT

UNION OF Jewish Women
members Ann Price and Jody
Kaempf, with some of the many
donations that have poured in
for the victims of xenophobic

violence in SA over the past two
weeks.

The UJW also boiled 1 200 eggs
to distribute among the victims.
Many of them escaped with only
the clothes they had on and
many have small children.

1,-—.

e

Chevrah Kad1sha
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Donations from R270 (8km walk registration,
tremsport cnd breakiast included).

For detdils contact Simone on 011 532 9695 or
simone@thechev.org.za. Bockings close & June.
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Shain, Mendelsohn launch
tome on SA Jewish history

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

A BOOK with a “very high ‘farri-

bel’ factor” was launched at Café
Riteve on Tuesday evening. The
Jews in South Africa: An
Illustrated History by noted aca-
demics Richard Mendelsohn and
Milton Shain, is the first major
general history of this community
to appear in over 50 years.

Acknowledging that the book’s
““farribel’ rating” was “at least a
factor 30”, Mendelsohn explained
that where individuals did appear
on its pages, it was to illustrate
broad processes in South African
Jewish history.

Launching the book, MP and
former Leader of the Opposition
Tony Leon, praised it as painting a
balanced picture, including the
“crowning achievements and lam-
entable lapses” of the community

and referred to its “outsize” con-
tribution in 200 years of “tumul-
tuous triumph”.

Touching on the phenomenon of
the Jewish radical opponents of
apartheid dealt with in the book,
Leon was sharply critical of the
community’s attitude to this
group post-1990.

“Although there has been some
attempt by elements of the cur-
rent lay Jewish leadership to
claim back these apostates and

Richard Mendelsohn (left) and Milton Shain sign copies of their book at its Cape Town launch at Café Riteve.

graft them on to the community
as a talisman in future dealings
with an all-powerful ANC govern-
ment, this proved to be strategi-
cally inept as the Kasrils affair
and the ‘Not in our name’ cam-
paign has so recently demonstrat-
ed,” he stated.

Under the spotlight is Leon’s
“sharp disagreement” with the
South African Jewish Board of
Deputies over what he termed its,
at times, “sycophantic accommo-
dation with government”. He
acknowledges, however, that it
has “in recent times, started to
take a critical stance on a broader,
less parochial agenda of issues”.

Also covered in the book is the
extent of Jewish support for the
National Party, estimated by the
authors as being at 30 per cent. “I
can testify to this,” Leon said,
adding that in his first three elec-
tion campaigns as a municipal
and parliamentary candidate in
Johannesburg, each of his respec-
tive NP opponents was Jewish.

Leon lamented the decline in
“the long line of civic activism” -
recorded in the book - on the part
of the community, saying it had all
but disappeared. “There is, despite
their disproportionate predomi-
nance in previous councils, not a
single Jewish councillor in Cape
Town, perhaps one in Durban and
maybe three in Johannesburg.

“In Parliament today, there are
but three Jewish MPs, including

30 May - 06 June 2008

one whose religion would be high-
ly contested. After next year’s
election, there might well be
none.”

Much mention is made in the
book of what Leon calls the
“extraordinary achievement” of
Jewish immigrants “with few
resources and no advanced educa-
tion” in the development of com-
merce and industry in this coun-
try. “Each was what we would
today designate as a ‘previously
disadvantaged individual’.

“Yet no government charter or
scorecard mandated the shares
they were to acquire, the percent-
age of ownership their group was
to constitute and the like.”

Mendelsohn said the book was,
in a sense, autobiographical. “It is
about my family and all of our
Jewish families, about our trans-
formation from ‘griener’ immi-
grants to South African Jews, to
Jewish South Africans.”

Recounting his grandmother’s
arrival from a Lithuanian shtetl
in 1912, he said that her ship’s
ticket - included in the book -
showed that she was booked into
steerage, open berth accommoda-
tion, but this had been cancelled.

“My grandmother seems to be
the first member of our family to
get an upgrade on her ticket,” he
joked.

Mendelsohn added that it had
been “an enormous personal
pleasure” for the two - both pro-
fessors in the Department of
Historical  Studies at the
University of Cape Town - to have
authored the book. “Historical
research and writing can be a
very lonely and solitary pursuit,”
he noted.

“In this case it has been a
delightfully companionable and
collegial experience.”
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Graffiti Vitriol passes for ‘free speech’

“Jews = Magen David = Nakba” were sprayed in red
paint on walls and dustbins across Wits’ West Campus

recently, at a time when the commemoration of the 60th
anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel, took
place. The Palestinians call it the Nakba (catastrophe).

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
MICHAEL KRANSDORFF

OTHER anti-Semitic comments like the
“Holocaust was exaggerated by 5 million”
appeared on the free speech wall on East
Campus. The graffiti appeared after the
Palestinian Solidarity Committee per-
suaded the university officials to allow the
free speech wall to be used to debate the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

21:30
“When Moshe went
to heaven™

22:15
“The students of Rabbi
Akiva: theological
implications to
messianic
aspirations™

Rabbi Kahn is
a well known Rabbinic
figure both in Israel and around
the World. Rabbi Kahn is a graduate of
Yeshiva University, having learnt directly wi
Rabhbi Soloveitchik. He moved to Israel and hz ]
a huge impact in the Jewish World. He runs the overseas
programme at Bar llan University, lectured at Aish HaTorah
and has published his own highly acclaimed books,
"Emanations on Chaggim" and his latest book, "Explorations
on the Parasha®™. He is an exceptional Talmid Chacham, a renowned
author and excellent speaker.

REAT DEBAIE
MASHIACH::

@The
Rabbi Kahn

AROUND THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

Big Shul
Rabbi Perez

Rav of Mizrachi South Africa

Rabbi Wagner
Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshiva Gedola Lubavitch Jhb
GENEVA TO HOST RACISM

CONFERENCE

GENEVA - The 2009 UN World
Conference Against Racism will be
held in Geneva.

UN member-states decided on
Monday to hold the conference in the
Swiss city rather than in Durban, the
site in 2001.

The conference in the South
African city was widely criticised for
singling out Israel as the world's
most racist state.

Jewish activists and Western diplo-
mats had hoped the conference
would be held on UN grounds in
either Geneva or New York, where
security and protocol would be strict-

CHABUROT

ALL NIGHT

SHAVUOT

BOOKINGS:

MIZRACHI

BNEI AKIVA

ly enforced and avoid the more chaot-
ic scenes that marred the 2001 event.

Israel, Canada and the United
States have indicated they will boy-
cott the 2009 event, which is slated for
April 20-24, as they suspect that
Israel again will be targeted unfairly
with harsh rhetoric. (JTA)

Main Campus Dinner

Bev Adler 011 640-3111
Mizrachi Young Adults Dinner
Rochelle Maron 011 485-3624

LEARNING

WITH CAMPUS RABBIS

¥

beth harav

YESHIVA / MIZRACHI SHUL INFO 485-3624
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SOCIAL SCENE

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein in the

“Ticket Officers”, Gur Geva and Eli Unterslak.

The day the plague
miraculously stopped

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

LAG B’'OMER is synonymous with
bonfires and braais, flames and
fun, with a good deal of merriment,
mingling and music thrown in for
good measure.

This is the one day during
Sefirah when haircuts are allowed,
when music may be played in pub-
lic and those who feel like dancing
may dance the night away for the
morrow will be the continuance of
the days of mourning, Sefirah,
which will continue until Shavuot.

Briefly, Lag B'Omer commemo-
rates the time of the last Bar
Kochbar revolution against the
Romans when a plague broke out
and many of Rabbi Akiva’s stu-
dents died. The period was
declared a time of mourning.

On Lag B’Omer (the 33rd day)
however, the plague suddenly
stopped and the day is now cele-
brated as a semi-holiday.

In South Africa, Jews celebrated
- with small parties, big parties, on
shul grounds, at schools, organisa-
tions and private homes, fires were
lit, marshmallows braaied and a

Robyn and Ari Ginsberg.

good time was had by all.

However, there was surely no big-
ger function than the one held in
the forest of the Great-Park Shul in
Johannesburg where a massive
crowd of around 5 000 had gathered.

They came from 30 different com-
munities, each one’s logo being
shown on a massive screen. There
were black hats, no hats, black
yarmulkes, no yarmulkes, long
skirts, short skirts, slacks, shorts -
Jews with differences but people
joining together to create one uni-
fied crowd having a wonderful time.

Literally thousands of children
listened to the music of Nefesh,
rode the merry-go-round, tried the
jumping bull, and rode the foefie
slide.

Not only were all these delights
free, but so was the candy floss,
sweets, sparklers, swings, et al.

Granted there was a small
entrance fee for adults and an even
smaller fee for children over 12, but
most of the fun was at the behest of
the many sponsors who wanted to
ensure that this Lag B’'Omer would
be a day of celebration.

Looking around at all the activi-
ties going on, the Great-Park’s

Malcolm Rabson with his daughter Shira,

winner of the raffle.

Ariella Urdang, Leanne Urdang, Gina Lee Ellis, Shari
Weinstein and Jody Isaacman.

red tie, lines up for the singalong.

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, who, together
with his nephew Ari Mandelburg,
was responsible for much of the
organisation of the event, said:
“The greatest joy for Hashem is
when communities get together in
harmony.

“When Jews are sharing smiles,
when His children are close to each
other, then they are close to our
Father.

“There is so much Ahavas
Yisroel here - surely the time to
bring Moshiach,” he said.

His sentiments were followed by
those of Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein who paid tribute to Rabbi
Hazdan and the organisers, saying
that Lag B’Omer in the forest had
become an institution for South
African Jews who can teach every-
one the concept of achdut, unity.

“We are ‘one person with one
heart’. May this continue to go
from strength to strength.” Every
Jew is a part of Hashem and we
have to focus on each other’s simi-
larities rather than the discrepan-
cies.

“The night sky is only beautiful
because of all the stars in it
together.”

Danielle Jaffitz and Leah
Hazdan fixing mitzvah bags
on to the Mitzvah Wall.

Rabbis Mendel Liberow and Dovid

Hazdan at the Mitzvah Wall.

Dovi Ginsberg, selling blankets for the poor.
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COMMUNITY
BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

WATERVAL BOVEN

From Rhona Goodman (Miller)
formerly of Pretoria, now of
Durban:

“My husband’s family lived in
a very small dorpie -called
Estancia in Mpumalanga, where
they had a concession store. My
husband, Hymie, was born in
Ermelo 24 km away, a larger
town. The other Jews that lived
there were the Peiperts and the
Luries, who were the grandpar-
ents of Rabbi Lurie of Durban.

“My husband was a pharma-
cist and opened his chemist
shop in Waterval Boven where
he lived for 21 years. I married
him in 1965 and lived in
Waterval Boven for 10 years. We
left there and went to Durban so
that our two children could get a
better education.

“In Waterval Boven there was
one other Jewish couple called,
of all things, Cohen. He was an
Irish Jew. They were murdered
in their house but that was after
we had left. My brother-in-law,
Issy, had a furniture store,
which he sold and moved to
Cape Town. The hotel in
Waterval Boven was owned by
Mr and Mrs Gabbi.

We can also add to the names
of Jewish commercial travellers
who called on us - Hymie Miller,
Effie Galgut, Charlie Blumberg
and Hymie Baleson, that won-
derful musician who used to
bring his trumpet. We would get
a pianist and we would have a
wonderful evening of jazz.

“As is the norm, our children
and their families live overseas -
our son, Bernard (Dov) lives in
Jerusalem and our daughter,
Mandy, lives in Sydney.

“Ermelo is named after a town
in Holland. Waterval Boven was
a railway depot which grew into
a dorp. It is above a waterfall on
the Elands Rivier.”

GRAAFF REINET (CONT)
From Rollo Berman:

“Near the Berger’s Hotel, on a
corner, was a shop run by Ester
and Joel Herring. Their son,
Leslie, was in my class at school
in Port Elizabeth.

“My late father, Maurice
D Berman, designed the shul,

which served the community
well. He also designed the func-
tion hall, called ‘Roberta Hall’
where many ‘banquets’ were
held. My late cousin, Sedley, had
his barmitzvah there.

“Many years later my friend,
Brian Sher and I spent a week-
end at the Graaff Reinet Hotel
and went to a dance which was
held at the hall.

“Two Boeremeisies came up
and asked if we would like to
dance. We obliged and when the
band struck up they played a
‘settees’ and then a ‘vastrap’. We
did not have a clue so we excused
ourselves. Wow, that was so
embarrassing!

“Anton Rupert, the cigarette
tycoon, contributed a great deal
to the welfare of the town. He
built the Chelsea cottages where
the domestics still wear the black
dresses and the white caps, por-
traying historical times.

“One of the most popular
meeting places was the Plaza
Bioscope which was designed by
my late father. The owner of the
bioscope was a Mr Raphael. His
daughter, Sylvia, was supposed
to have shot an Arab terrorist
years ago.”

JOHANNESBURG

Some weeks ago Community
Buzzran a story about the Israeli
football team that toured South
Africa in 1954. The tour caused
quite a stir among the local
Jewish communities.

The day that the bookings for
the test match due to be played
against South Africa at the Rand
Stadium opened, all the tickets
were sold out. The sports writer
in the Rand Daily Mail, Eric
Litchfield, called it “the highest
ever for a single day”.

One of the players mentioned
was Hymie Kloner. Kloner
played through the ranks here in
Johannesburg ending up with
the Transvaal First Division
team, Marist Brothers, for whom
he played at right half.

He went on to be a regular
selection for Southern Transvaal
and also represented South
Africa in the fifties. He spent
some time with Birmingham
City, then a Second Division
team in England, but as a news-
paper wrote at the time, it was
largely due to the arduous
English weather that he decided
to quit.

Although he had little opportu-
nity to come into contact with
members of the Jewish commu-
nity (in the UK) despite many
invitations extended to him, he
was proud to learn of the high
standing they occupied among
the population.

His sister, Shirley Skikne, has
sent in the following: “As
Lithuanian immigrants (and
Hymie too) my parents opposed
his involvement at such a high
level but the principal at Jewish
Government (School) was pre-
pared to move heaven and earth,
so he continued with soccer.

“When Hymie was about 10
year old, at Jewish Government
School, my mother was con-
cerned that he was not concen-
trating on his studies. She decid-
ed to visit the principal, Mr
Arenson, and threatened to have
him removed from the football
team. The principal pleaded with
her not to do this and he would
see to it that Hymie sat with him
during the lunch break and did
his work.

“Hymie is remembered by
young and old alike. He fervently
watches the great football games
being played on TV today.”

JOHANNESBURG

From Mervyn Lax (former editor
of The Zionist Record:

“I have undertaken the project
of writing a history of the
Lax/Pessen family from about
1880 to the present day. The Lax
family lived in Doornfontein
from the turn of the 20th century
until 1937 when my late grand-
mother, Emma Lax (nee Pessen)
passed away. Her husband,
Morris, who came to South
Africa from Kurland, Germany,
passed away in 1933.

“He was an ostrich feather
merchant in Oudtshoorn until
the feather market collapsed and
the family moved to Johan-
nesburg. A successful business-
man, he was prominent in the
Jewish community, serving on
the executive of the Chevrah
Kadisha, and I believe that he
served a term as chairman.

“Emma had a brother, Herman
Pessen, who also lived in
Johannesburg. I recently learnt
of another relative, the Late
Rabbi Bernhard Pessen, who
passed away in Berlin in August
1937.

“He was a reputed Talmudic
scholar who learned and prayed
at the Munchener Strasse
Synagogue. Rabbi Pessen could
have been my grandmother,
Emma Pessen’s brother or uncle.

“Morris and Emma Lax had
nine children: Isaac, Dora (Isser),
Rebecca (Kentridge/Smith), Louis,
Jack, Letitia, Rose (Blumenthal),
Barney and Tobias (Teddy, my
father, who married Sybil Cohen
in 1933).

“I would greatly appreciate any
information or anecdotes relat-
ing to any of the above.”
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Still lots of kick in the old gal

DAVID SAKS

THE SOUTH-EASTERN Hebrew Con-
gregation, Johannesburg’s oldest Jewish
religious community, is preparing to cele-
brate its centenary.

Past and present members of the congre-
gation will be among those gathering at the
historic shul’s premises in Prairie Street,
Rosettenville, on June 22 to participate in
the historic occasion. The SAJBD is part-
nering with the congregation in the organi-
sation of the event.

The Jewish presence in Johannesburg’s
southern suburbs has always been small,
but it has proved to be remarkably tena-
cious.

Originally known as the La Rochelle-
Rosettenville Hebrew Congregation, the
community’s first religious services in its
own premises took place over the High
Holidays of 1908. Services had been sporad-
ically held prior to then, however, originally
in a private home and thereafter in the
Kenilworth Masonic Hall.

It was said to be “beshert” (meant to be)
when the house in which the first services
were held was badly damaged by a tornado
that struck the Southern Suburbs in 1928,
resulting in its being sold to the congrega-
tion. This became the site of the new shul,

which has served the congregation to this
day.

At the time, the spiritual leader was
Reverend A L Kaplan, who served the com-
munity for 34 years before leaving for the
United States in the mid-1950s.

The years immediately following the
Second World War, proved to be the hey-day
of the congregation. During this period, a
cheder and communal hall were built, and
in 1957, a record number of barmitzvahs
were celebrated. Six hundred people attend-
ed the following year’s Golden Jubilee, with
Johannesburg Mayoress Mrs Ian Maltz offi-
ciating.

Thereafter, the community steadily
declined as more and more of its members
moved northwards. One of those who
stayed was Dr Ben Krengel, the current
chairman.

Krengel described the congregation today
as “an outpost of Johannesburg” (its mem-
bers jokingly refer to themselves as a “coun-
try community”), but it was a close-knit one
and its remaining members were commit-
ted to keeping its doors open for as long as
possible.

He praised the congregation’s young spir-
itual leader, Rael Cynkin, who lived in
Glenhazel but commuted to the south for
every Shabbat and led the community with

enthusiasm and dedication. Regular Shabbat
morning services were held, as well as Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services.

Krengel, whose parents Shepsel and
Chana were married in the shul in 1932, rem-
inisces about Jewish life in the Southern
Suburbs in the early years. For example, on
Rosh Hashanah, people would go to (nearby)
Wemmer Pan to say tashlich.

In addition to Jewish tailors, bootmakers,
shopkeepers and numerous doctors, many
Jews (given the fact that the Turffontein race
course was located in the area) were involved
in the horseracing business, among them
jockeys and bookmakers. The current chief
rabbi, the well-known Krok family and the
artist Eileen Lipkin, all hail from the south of
Johannesburg. Ben Krengel is the uncle of
Avrom and Zev Krengel, today the respective
chairmen of the SAZF and SAJBD, both of
whom who grew up as active members of the
shul. They will both be among the speakers
at the centenary function.

The centenary celebration of the South-
Eastern Hebrew Congregation will take
place at the Rosettenville synagogue, corner
Prairie and Rose Streets, Rosettenville, on
June 22 (13:30 for 14:00; Mincha at 13:45).

To confirm your attendance or for more
information, contact Hilary Sassen on (011)
485-1619.

The historic shul in Rosettenville in
south-eastern Johannesburg.

The South-Eastern Congregation today.

Mugabe -

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

TWO AUTHORS who had, in the words of
media mavin and moderator John
Matisonn, “shown great courage in expos-
ing injustice”, shared their differing views
on Zimbabwe at a panel discussion hosted
by the Cape Jewish Seniors Association.

Heidi Holland, author of Dinner with
Mugabe, said she had tried to present a
“more nuanced version” of the man as
much of the reporting on him was “rather
shallow” - due to the fact that he had
banned “most” journalists from the coun-
try.

She had first met him 30 years ago and
said she had been impressed with him then
and had thought of him as “caring”.

She claims that he has been “deeply
hurt” by his rejection by whites and his
response has been to take revenge.

two views of the same man

Judith Todd, John Matisonn and Heidi
Holland at the CJSA panel discussion.

Describing his “traumatised psyche”, she
said he was “emotionally incapable of
accepting defeat” and was “now going for
revenge as we’ve never seen before”.
Judith Todd, daughter of Sir Garfield
Todd, (reformist) prime minister of (then)
Rhodesia before Ian Smith, said her book,

Through the Darkness, started at “the
birth of what we thought would be a glori-
ous Zimbabwe”. Her father, who initially
enjoyed good relations with Mugabe and
served in the Senate in the early years of
independence, was in 2002 stripped of his
citizenship and voting rights by the man.

Judith, who spoke of her eight “painful
years of exile” at the hands of Ian Smith,
said she had returned to Zimbabwe in 1980
“full of energy and love and wanting to
help rebuild. It didn’t take long to realise
that everything was poisoned,” she said.

“So many of us didn’t want to know that.
Even the first 1985 election had been nei-
ther free nor fair” with “exactly the same
terror tactic as is being used today”.

She had been told by “people on the
ground” that the violence was “stiffening
the resolve of everyone to vote against
Mugabe” at the run-off election on June 27.
She noted that the violence had “never
been worse or more brutal”, adding: “This

is a man and a regime with whom no-one
should ever have truck.”

Holland disagreed, saying: “I think the
West should talk to Mugabe - Britain
should engage with him and make peace
with him.” She described as “tragic” the
fact that President Thabo Mbeki had been
left to resolve the situation in Zimbabwe.

She predicted that Mugabe would win
the election “on his own terms. I think he’s
still running the place - I don’t think he’s
been displaced,” she added.

Todd, on the other hand, did not share
this view. “I don’t think Mugabe’s going to
win and the military has already staged a
coup.

“The people have voted Mugabe out of
power, so to say the solution is up to
Zimbabweans...”

Todd expressed hope for support from
“strong groups like Cosatu forcing the (SA)
government to do something. Mugabe will
not stop until he’s stopped,” she said.

Migraine team: Harvard expert
and SA headache authority

HARVARD MEDICAL School’s leading
neurological scientist, Professor Egeluis
H Speirings, has teamed up with South

African migraine surgery pioneer, Dr
Elliot Shevel, to publish new research
aimed at deciphering the migraine code.

SILETTING
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Parktown, Parkwood, Rembrandt Park, Sandringham, Saxonwold, Sydenham

A media release named Professor
Egeluis H Speiring from Harvard, the
former editor of “Headache”, the world’s
leading medical journal on the subject,
teaming up with Dr Elliot Shevel, med-
ical director of the Headache Clinic in
Johannesburg. Speirings met Dr Shevel
through the International Headache
Society.

Shevel is the founder and chairman
of the South African branch of the socie-
ty.

Shevel, a pioneering South African
medical scientist, who specialises in the
treatment and prevention of headaches
and migraines, has worked with a multi-
national team to publish research that
describes a breakthrough surgical treat-
ment that relieves chronic migraines.

Details about Shevel’s groundbreaking
migraine surgery were recently pub-
lished in the prominent British medical

vides hope for a medication free solution
to chronic migraine for millions of suf-
ferers around the world.

The research statistics (published in
the July 2007 edition of “Therapy”) show
major therapeutic benefits for migraine
sufferers after the cauterisation of
branches of the external carotid artery.

Speirings and Shevel have now com-
bined their expertise to publish further
proof that the pain of migraine often
originates in the branches of the exter-
nal carotid artery.

Published in the American medical
journal “Cranio”, the joint study shows
that, “dilation of those blood vessels rep-
resents key mechanisms in the genera-
tion of the pain of migraine headache”.

Since their joint publication in
“Cranio”, Shevel and Speirings have
begun work on a second research proj-
ect. The results of the next study are
expected to enable specialists to pinpoint
the exact location of the arteries respon-
sible for the pain of migraine in individ-
ual patients.

“This breakthrough will have enor-
mous social and economic consequence
as migraine has, till now, been widely
misunderstood and often misdiagnosed,”

and Waverley

journal “Therapy”. The research pro- says Shevel.
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A milestone in Jewish
historical writing

DAVID SAKS

THE JOHANNESBURG launch of The Jews
in South Africa, the new pictorial history of
South African Jewry co-written by University
of Cape Town academics Milton Shain and
Richard Mendelsohn, took place last week at
Exclusive Books, Hyde Park.

The book represents a milestone in Jewish
historical writing, being the first complete
history of the Jewish community to appear in
over 50 years. It is also the first pictorial histo-
ry, illustrating the text with copious photo-
graphs and documents, most of which are
being published for the first time.

Community leaders, academics, journalists
and political leaders, past and present, were
among those who attended. Batya Green-
Bricker, marketing manager of Exclusive
Books, was the master of ceremonies.

In his opening remarks, Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein focused on the qualities of
creativity and problem solving, both of
which, he said, the Jews in South Africa had
shown in abundance in building so remark-
ably vibrant and cohesive a community.

This ability to confront difficulties in a cre-
ative and effective way, had been epitomised
by political stalwart Helen Suzman (who was
among those present at the launch).

For 13 years, he said, she had stuck with
courage and tenacity to her apparently hope-
less task in confronting the evils of apartheid
as the lone Progressive Party voice in
Parliament and in so doing, had contributed
enormously to their eradication. In the con-
temporary era, the Jewish community was
showing the same kind of “can do” initiative
through the success of its anti-crime CAP
project.

Mendelsohn, whose previous books include
Sammy Marks: The Uncrowned King of the
Transvaal, said the book was about the “com-
mon and collective transformation from
grieners to South African Jews”.

In a sense, it was autobiographical, in that
it was as much about the history of the
authors’ families as it was about the commu-
nity at large. Several members of the Shain
and Mendelsohn families feature in the nar-
rative since their experiences were so typical,
and therefore reflective of, the common expe-
rience of South African Jewry as a whole.

Mendelsohn jocularly observed that the
book came with a “very high fariebel” factor,
as it was in no way an encyclopaedic “who’s
who” of South African Jewry. To “cover”
himself and his co-author, he (tongue-in-
cheek) put the blame on Jonathan Ball, since
they had originally included everybody’s
names but he had insisted on them cutting
most of them out.

Shain thanked Jonathan Ball, whom he
referred to as “a true publishing friend”, for
his supportive attitude throughout the proj-
ect, and singled out the picture researcher,
Adrienne Folb, for the outstanding job she
had done. He further thanked the staff of the
publishing house and warmly acknowledged
the assistance given by the SAJBD and Gitlin
libraries.

The Cape Town launch of the book took
place on May 13. Former Democratic
Alliance leader Tony Leon, in his keynote
address, was particularly complimentary
about the inclusive, comprehensive manner
in which the authors had tackled their sub-
ject.

“It presents the South African Jewish com-
munity in the round: highlighting its binding
communalism, its gaping fissures, its fine
points, its follies and foibles, its cleaving to
tradition and its simultaneous acculturation.

“In other words, our complexities and con-
tradictions are examined, not airbrushed
out,” he said.

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

TALANSKY DEPOSED IN OLMERT CASE

JERUSALEM - Israeli prosecutors have
deposed American businessman Morris
Talansky as part of the corruption probe
against Ehud Olmert.

Talansky, who was detained by police dur-
ing a Passover visit to Israel, appeared at
Jerusalem District Court on Tuesday to
answer questions about his ties to the prime
minister. He testified to giving Olmert cash
gifts amounting to some $150 000 while he
was in previous government posts, but
denied that this constituted bribery.

"I never expected anything personally. I
never had any personal benefits from this
relationship whatsoever," the New York-
based financier said, according to courtroom
reporters.

When the case came to light this month,
Olmert described Talansky's contributions
as financing for successful 1993 and 1998
campaigns to be elected Jerusalem mayor
and his failed 2003 run to lead the Likud
Party.

Israeli media have reported that as much
as $500 000 in money Olmert received from
Talansky, is unaccounted for. Israeli law lim-
its political funding from foreign sources.

Olmert has vowed to resign if indicted in
the Talansky case.

Talansky's testimony, designated as a "pre-
liminary deposition" by prosecutors, is a
condition for him being allowed to return
home. He is expected to leave Israel this
week. (JTA)
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report
Exploiting the children

IN OUR media-saturated age, people’s per-
ceptions of a conflict tend to be encapsulat-
ed by particular visual images, such as pho-
tographs or video clips. Their effects can be
enormous.

Today’s wars are often as much media bat-
tles to influence public perceptions about
which side is right and which wrong, as bat-
tles in the field.

Iconic examples of such images are the
photograph of a naked young Vietnamese
girl running screaming down a road away
from a South Vietnamese/American napalm
bombing, which influenced Americans to
change their attitudes towards the Vietnam
war; the photograph of a fatally wounded
Hector Peterson being borne by a hysterical
friend and sister away from police fire dur-
ing the Soweto uprising in 1976, which epito-
mised for millions worldwide apartheid’s
brutality; the photograph of three US
Marines bearing the American flag as they
captured a Japanese rocky outcrop at Iwo
Jima - only some 650 km from Tokyo - in the
Second World War, symbolising for
Americans the grit and bravery of the US
soldier; the video of a lone man standing in
front of a Chinese tank in Tiananmen
Square in Beijing in 1989 showing the plight
of Chinese citizens facing the regime’s
orders to crush pro-democracy protests.

And so it was for the video of the 12-year-
old Palestinian child Mohammed al-Dura,
screened on French television, purporting to
show him being shot and Kkilled by Israeli
soldiers during a battle with Palestinians,
after crouching in terror with his father
behind a barrel at Gaza’s Netzarim Junction
in September 2000.

The footage became an iconic image in the
Muslim and anti-Israel world, presented as
an illustration of Israeli “brutality”. Places
have been named after Al-Dura, Osama bin
Laden referred to him in a post-9/11 video,
Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl’s
killers showed a picture of him in the video
in which they beheaded Pearl; and pictures
of him were pasted on walls at the infamous
UN conference against racism in Durban in
2001.

Even some supporters of Israel - and
Israelis themselves - were shocked by the
video and moved to condemn Israeli actions.

As the article on this page describes, the
veracity of the video and the integrity of the
French television station have been chal-
lenged in French courts by the head of a
media watchdog. He claims the footage was
a hoax designed to show Israel in a very bad
light. After a long battle, French courts have
shown increasing receptiveness to his argu-
ments.

It is conceivable that in the end the courts
could rule that the video was indeed a hoax.
But most people and media will pay little
attention. The images of the terrified boy
will continue to encapsulate for many the
“brutality” of Israel.

Such is the enduring power of images like
this.

It is ironic, too, that the saga is being
played out in France, site of the infamous
Dreyfus trial in the late 1800s, in which a
Jewish officer in the French army was
wrongly accused of treason. It took the
efforts of determined campaigners like the
writer Emile Zola to chip away at the French
legal edifice and finally prove Dreyfus’ inno-
cence.

Whatever the final outcome of the Al-
Dura saga, it will not remove the fact that in
the bloody conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians, there have been many inno-
cent child victims on both sides, some killed
purposely by Palestinian suicide terrorists
in Israeli restaurants and buses, others
killed in the crossfire of battles in Gaza, the
West Bank and elsewhere, or wounded and
traumatised.

Hopefully a day will come when there will
be peace between Israelis and Palestinians,
and children on both sides will not present
such images - whether genuine or not - and
will not have to die and suffer in the wars of
adults.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

-

Vindication for Watchdog on al-Dura video

DEVORAH LAUTER
PARIS

EVER SINCE Mohammed al-Dura was shot
and killed at Gaza’s Netzarim Junction on
September 30, 2000 amid Israeli-Palestinian
fighting, claims that the boy’s death was staged
for prime-time TV have struggled for credence
outside the Jewish world.

One French media watchdog who was espe-
cially strident in making this claim, Philippe
Karsenty, paid a heavy price for his advocacy:
He was sued for libel by the TV station that
shot the al-Dura footage, France 2 TV, and
slapped with fines totalling nearly $7 000. The
2006 ruling found Karsenty guilty of libel for
claiming France 2 TV’s report was “pure fic-
tion”.

But last week Wednesday, Karsenty was vin-
dicated when a Paris appeals court overturned
the original judgment against him.

“It is a great day for the freedom of expres-
sion in France, the freedom of media and the
truth in the media,” Karsenty told JTA after
the ruling.

The move lent new credence to the claims by
Karsenty and others that the iconic shooting of
the 12-year-old Palestinian boy, which fanned
the flames of the second intifada, was manipu-
lated by video editing.

The court’s decision said Karsenty, director
of a group called Media Ratings, had the right
to accuse France 2 TV and its Jerusalem corre-
spondent, Charles Enderlin, of manipulating
the video of al-Dura.

The video in question showed al-Dura and
his father cowering in terror while trying to
shelter themselves from gunfire. The film then
cut to a slumped, motionless Mohammed lying
in his father’s lap.

Enderlin, narrating the video shot in Gaza
by a France 2 cameraman, pronounced the boy
dead and said Israel was responsible.

The footage became an iconic image used
around the world to vilify Israel and, in some
cases, Jews.

“Even I cried when
I saw those images,”
said Sammy Ghoz-
lan, a French Jewish
leader and the presi-
dent of the National
Bureau of Vigilance

against Anti-Semitism. “They were every-

where, and they set off the surge of anti-
Semitism in France.”

But the circumstances of the boy’s
death later came under question. Israel,
after initially apologising for the inci-
dent, said a subsequent investigation
showed its troops could not possibly have
struck the boy from their positions that
day.

“Events could not have occurred as they
were described by the network’s reporter,
Charles Enderlin, since they contradict
the laws of physics,” Israeli government
spokesman Danny Seaman wrote in a let-
ter to The Associated Press.

Activists raised further doubts about
the film’s authenticity when they discov-
ered Enderlin had been in Ramallah the
day of the filming, and that a freelance
Palestinian photographer had shot the
footage.

Additional footage, which was not
included in the broadcast by the French
network, also appeared to show the al-
Dura boy lift his head and open his eyes
after being pronounced dead. France 2 TV
had refused to make that footage public
until ordered to show it to a French court
last November.

Other video reports by Reuters on the
day of the Gaza clash showed groups of
young Palestinian men staging scenes
where they were carried into ambulances
as if seriously wounded, then emerging
from the ambulances uninjured and
laughing.

Even as Karsenty celebrated his court-
room victory this week, France 2 appealed

Mohammed al-Dura is generally
believed to have been shot and
killed in Gaza, but some have
claimed the boy’s death was
staged for prime-time television.

the ruling to the Final Court of Appeals,
Paris officials said last Thursday.

The American Jewish Committee and
the Zionist Organisation of America
applauded last week Wednesday’s ruling.
The ZOA will honour Karsenty with its
Ben Hecht Journalism Award in New
York this November.

Karsenty and many of his supporters
said they hoped the ruling would help
bring the truth behind the al-Dura shoot-
ing to light.

“I'm happy that the judge recognises
we have a right to ask questions about the
media, and that France 2 isn’t beyond any
suspicion,” said Jacque Tarnero, a co-
director of the documentary film
“Decipherings” that focuses on the
French media’s portrayals of Israel dur-
ing the first few years of the second
intifada.

“But now we still don’t know the truth
or the facts.”

Tarnero called for the release of addi-
tional footage of the al-Dura shooting
never made available by France 2. He
called for a deeper investigation of the
report, which became a symbol of the
“supposed barbarism of Israelis who
killed children.”

“Now it is time for France 2 to acknowl-
edge that it created and is continuing to
perpetuate the worst anti-Semitic libel of
our era,” Karsenty said.

“It’s the responsibility of the French
government, and ultimately the responsi-
bility of the French president, Nicolas
Sarkozy, to finally reveal the truth.”
(JTA)

Local xenopho!

LAST WEEK’S SA Jewish Report justifiably
emphasised the local xenophobic violence that
is threatening to engulf the country. It also
noted the positive response to the crisis by the
Jewish community, and the welcome co-opera-
tion between religious communities in mobil-
ising concrete help for the targeted refugees.

Given the Jews’ historic experience of perse-
cution and genocide, the lessons to be learned
about the dangers of xenophobia received due
prominence. There were several comparisons
with the Holocaust - the most radical outcome
of hatred of the stranger.

But it was a letter to the editor in Business
Day (21.05.08) that put it most succinctly:
“Germany 1938; SA 2008. Then it was Jews;
now it is ‘foreigners’. And it’s the same world;
deaf, dumb, blind and too busy to care”. All
true, but the comparison seemed too glib. And
yet...

Locally the violence seems random, pro-
voked by a disgruntled minority. Although
some analysts suggest a “third force”, it is not
possible precisely to identify the catalyst that
sparked the conflagration.

Undoubtedly, however, grinding poverty,
massive unemployment, and frustrated hopes
for a better life long-promised by South
Africa’s ANC government, are powerful
causative factors.

Perceived to have stolen the locals’ jobs and
to have jumped the queue for housing and
other scarce resources, “foreigners” from
other African countries have been viciously
attacked. Mob mentality reigns, stifling reason
and compassion. As the perception of unfair
privilege spreads, so does the violence.

Government inertia and lack of concern
have done nothing to help. Neither has
President Thabo Mbeki’s absence from the
country, nor his pussyfooting around
President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, many
of whose oppressed and destitute people have
crossed our borders seeking a better life.

Nazi Germany was different. There, a well-
organised government deliberately orchestrat-
ed hateful propaganda about Jews. A prosper-
ous and well-acculturated minority, Jews were
artificially identified as an enemy of the Reich
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and were targeted as redundant. They
were to be eliminated - initially through
enforced emigration and, later, as the war
presented unforeseen problems, by
means of outright murder.

It was pointless stressing Jewish patri-
otism and the fact that many Jews had
sacrificed their lives for Germany during
the First World War. Jews were merci-
lessly hunted down and it was a crime for
non-Jews to help them. The few who did,
did so at great risk to themselves and
their families.

Nazi propaganda had been made more
credible by 2 000 years of anti-Semitism,
which had branded the Jew as the betray-
er, the Christ-killer, and the demonic
force that wanted to overrun and rule the
world.

Here things appear to be more sponta-
neous and chaotic. The poorest of the
poor are attacking the minimally more
successful. Train and busloads of “for-
eigners” have been forced to go back to
their countries of origin, despite the
poverty, pain and struggle they once left
behind.

One can but imagine their sense of
shock - one shared by Jews in Nazi-occu-
pied Europe - at being savagely betrayed
and turned on by neighbours here, previ-
ously their friends.

But is our local situation as haphazard
as it seems? Although many analysts
have blamed the crisis on government
incompetence, it needs noting that xeno-
phobic Killing of some 60 Somalis in the
Western Cape a year ago, constituted no
form of warning for our intelligence
services.

bia and the Holocaust

Perhaps there is method in the mad-
ness. Maybe the crisis is the result, not of
the government’s myopic bungling, but of
its malevolent neglect.

The eminent theologian of the
Holocaust, Richard L Rubenstein, argued
that the Holocaust was the modern
world’s first and most dramatic pro-
gramme of state-sponsored mass popula-
tion riddance and that, as proven by histo-
ry, it invites repetition.

In confronting modernity’s most
intractable problem, population explo-
sion, ruling elites play G-d. They feel
empowered to kill - or at least allow to die
- masses who have somehow been defined

s “redundant”, a definition, Rubenstein
warns, that can, for any reason, be applied
to any population group.

Perhaps this helps to explain the
Burmese government’s stubborn refusal
of international aid for its cyclone victims.

Our government’s tardiness in handling
Aids - which some commentators labelled
“genocide” - can be seen in this light. Why
give anti-retrovirals to pregnant women
when they and their offspring can just dis-
appear?

Why risk breaking brotherly bonds
with erstwhile African liberation hero,
Mugabe, when turning a blind eye can
sort out the problem right here? The
“grassroots” are doing the dirty work and
refugees are now leaving of their own
accord.

Unlike Nazi Germany, here it is not ille-
gal to assist the targeted group. Given our
purported democracy, however, it is up to
us, not only to help, but also to remind the
government that its neglect has conse-
quences.

Ultimately, it is responsible for the safe-
ty of all who live within South Africa’s
borders. Unless government shows that it
cares about what happens under its
watch, and does what it promised gen-
uinely to improve the lives of South
Africa’s poor, our efforts will be mere
patchwork.



