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Zuma pays tribute to
Jewish Struggle heroes

ANC President Jacob Zuma on Tuesday night paid tribute to the "brave Jews" who

stood with the black majority during the Struggle years and reaffirmed the ANC's
commitment to uphold democratic principles. He furthermore pledged that the "organs
of state” would never be used "to manipulate the political environment”. PAGE 4
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OUR JEWISH
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AFTER MONTHS of nail-biting
anticipation, Tanya Pollak
(centre), WIZO South African
Jewish Report's newly crowned
Jewish Bride of the Year, smiles
happily with her two bridesmaids,
Robyn Raphaely and Natasha
Kletz.

The winners were announced
at a glittering function held this
week at the Simon Kuper Hall in
Johannesburg.

This was a competition with
winners all and the judges had an
almost insurmountable task of
selecting an overall finalist.

The three beauties are evidence
of the Jewish community's female
talent and looks.

Mazeltov, to all the winners!
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Aspiring to

THE COMPLETION of the Mishkan
is the climax of the Book of Exodus
and parallels the creation of the uni-
verse, both in the language of the
text and the concept.

Just as G-d created the universe
for life forms to dwell in, so the
People of Israel built a Tabernacle
as a symbol of G-d’s dwelling. We
read that after the completion of the
Mishkan a cloud, representing G-d’s
glory, descended onto the Tent of
Meeting and G-d’s presence filled
the Tabernacle so that Moses could
not enter.

The Israelites would travel and set
up camp according to G-d’s bidding,
through the actions of the cloud.
When the cloud rested on the
Mishkan the Israelites would
remain encamped and when the
cloud lifted the Israelites would set
out on their wanderings.

During the day a cloud rested on
the Mishkan and a fire burned in it
at night, in view of the Israelites
throughout their journeys. The
Mishkan was a concrete sign of
G-d’s presence and a reminder of
the Covenant entered into at Sinai.

Indeed the 11th century biblical
commentator Rashi understood the
Mishkan to be a substitute for
Mount Sinai. He reasoned that as
long as the Israelites were encamp-
ed within view of G-d’s mountain,

PARSHAT
PEKUDEI

Rabbi Malcolm
Matitiani

(ape Town Progressive Jewish
Congregation

they would remain faithful to the
Covenant, but as soon as they left
the mountain to pursue their goal of
entering Erez Yisrael, they would
no longer have a physical reminder
of the revelation. The purpose of the
Mishkan was to act as a reminder of
what had taken place at Mount
Sinai.

The Mishkan was also a sign of
the Israelites’ atonement for, and
G-d’s forgiveness of the sin of the
golden calf. Only after the people
had repented for forcing Aaron to
create an illicit icon representing
G-d, was the Mishkan allowed to be
built.

The surrounding cultures repre-
sented their gods riding on the back
of a bull. Thus the molten calf creat-
ed by Aaron from the gold earrings
donated by the Israelites, was clear-
ly meant to represent G-d’s throne.

The creation of this throne was,
however, considered a sin because it
was not sanctioned by G-d. The ille-

nigher ethical conduct

gal molten calf was replaced by the
Ark and cherubim that were placed
inside the Mishkan and represented
G-d’s footstool and throne.

It is important to note that all the
materials donated by the Israelites
for the building of the Tabernacle
were given willingly kol nediv libo,
“all according to the inclination of
his heart”.

This conveys the principle central
to all organised religion: outward
expression of piety is meaningless if
it is not accompanied by sincerity.
Whether we express our relation-
ship to G-d through the giving of
charity, doing good deeds or wor-
ship, through sacrifice or prayer, we
need to attune our minds and hearts
to the purpose of what we are doing,
otherwise our worship becomes
routine and we don’t grow spiritual-
ly and intellectually.

Such mindless worship defeats
the purpose of these expressions of
piety. The essence is not in the wor-
shipping itself but in how we wor-
ship. The Mishkan was a grand
affair, its beauty enhanced by the
precious metals, stones and fabrics
used in its construction and in the
fashioning of the priestly vest-
ments.

The work of constructing the
Tabernacle and its furniture, was
undertaken under the supervision
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of Bezalel ben Uri and Oholiav
ben Ahisamakh, who were both
skilled in the arts of building and
design.

The trend set by the Mishkan
and later the Beit Mikdash, was
continued in the building and
design of synagogues, churches
and mosques. Aesthetically pleas-
ing places of worship symbolise
the beauty of holiness and inspire
awe, wonder and mystery in the
worshipper, inspiring him or her
to aspire to higher ethical conduct
and spiritual creativity.

This is the meaning and func-
tion of the Mishkan in the wilder-
ness, the First and Second
Temples in Jerusalem, and the
modern synagogue.

Leaders urge to let cool heads prevail

DAVID SAKS

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
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advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

“DON’'T CATASTROPHISE but
also don’t deny the problems,” was
the main message emerging from
last Tuesday’s meeting of Gauteng
Jewish leaders at Beyachad.

It was acknowledged that there
were currently “high stress levels”
in the Jewish community, with the
ongoing crime threat being upper-
most in people’s minds.

Balancing this, however, was a
strong belief that despite their mis-
givings, most Jews still wanted to
remain in the country and that
South Africa’s strong and vibrant
Jewish community was something
to be positive about. It was fre-
quently stressed that the primary
challenge for the South African
Jewish leadership was to continue
building and developing the coun-
try’s exceptional network of
Jewish communal organisations so
that they continued to thrive.

The meeting was convened by the
SAJBD to discuss the issue of
Jewish community morale in light
of recent developments in the coun-
try. In attendance were senior lay
and professional leaders represent-
ing all the major Gauteng Jewish
organisations, including the Union
of Orthodox Synagogues, SA Board
of Jewish Education, Chevrah
Kadisha, SA Union for Progressive
Judaism, SAUJS, Community
Security Organisation and SA
Zionist Federation.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
and Rosh Beth Din Rabbi Moshe
Kurtstag were also present. SAJBD
National Chairman Zev Krengel
chaired the proceedings.

The consensus of the discussion
was that the Jewish community had
been extremely successful not only
in developing its own institutions,
but over and above that, in making a
major contribution to the welfare of
society as a whole. By helping to

develop their society, Jews would
play a positive role in helping over-
come the country’s short-term prob-
lems and ensuring its future success.
It was broadly acknowledged that
the electricity crisis, political uncer-
tainty and violent crime had left peo-
ple feeling very traumatised.
Without becoming unduly alarmist,
the leadership needed to help people
cope with their concerns in a way
that did not minimise the genuine
trauma they were experiencing.
With regard to the emigration
question, it was felt that it was too
early to tell how much this would be
affected by the current wave of neg-
ative sentiment. As recent statistics
clearly showed, interest in aliyah
was very much on the increase but,
as confirmed by SA Board of Jewish
Education director Rabbi Craig
Kacev, emigration had thus far made
little impact on day school numbers.
Krengel pointed out some of the
positive aspects of living as a Jew in

South Africa, among them the low
rates of assimilation and anti-
Semitism, the outstanding Jewish
communal infrastructure and the
manner in which those of the 20-35
age group who had decided to
remain a decade ago had successful-
ly moved into communal leadership
roles.

Gerald Leissner said the Jewish
community was in fact better off
now than it had been a year ago,
with less anti-Semitism, stable day
school numbers and exciting new
initiatives such as the Johannesburg
Holocaust Centre being underway.
Jewish communal organisations
and their leadership in particular
needed to communicate positivity.

A number of participants, includ-
ing several leading business figures
and veteran Jewish communal lead-
ers, stressed the conviction that
despite certain problems, the South
African economy was fundamental-
ly sound and that Jewish leaders
should set a positive example by
being forward-looking rather than
negative.

Education is key, says Gill Marcus

SUMMER PLACE in Johannesburg
was the recent venue for yet anoth-
er intimate ORT Business
Breakfast with David Shapiro of
Sasfin Bank this time interviewing
Absa’s chairman, Prof Gill Marcus,
according to a media release.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein in
his welcoming address, emphasised
the importance of education in our
communities and commended the
work that ORT and ORT JET are
doing.

Marcus was informally inter-
viewed by Shapiro on various
issues, ranging from power cuts,

politics, education and leadership
in South Africa and how South
African businesses and individu-
als, can and need to assist in the
future of the country.

Marcus reiterated the impor-
tance of education within our soci-
ety and how education changed
one’s opportunities. This needed to
be a top priority in South Africa
she said, adding that the future
would move in the direction that
we guided it.

She said we needed to be actively
engaged in the process in order to
be a part of the outcome. The audi-

ence were given an opportunity to
ask her questions.

The breakfast, which was
attended by businesspeople and
corporates, was a fundraising
opportunity for ORT SA and ORT
JET.

ORT’s mission is “Educating for
Life”. Michael Sieff, national direc-
tor of ORT SA, commented on how
this breakfast was a form of engag-
ing business people for the better-
ment of the South African commu-
nity. He commended all those who
supported the event and who con-
tinued to support ORT.

-

b 2
Interviewer David Shapiro of

Sasfin Bank, with Gill Marcus,
chairman of Absa Bank.
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LIONEL SLIER

GRANT AVENUE in the suburb of Norwood
in northeastern Johannesburg has over 40
places where one can get a meal. Yet only
The Barrio restaurant is kosher and being in
the heartland of Johannesburg Jewry, it is
very popular.

Being kosher has its rewards, but also its
hazards, as The Barrio found out on Tuesday
February 26. During the evening the appoint-
ed and resident mashgicha complained to the
Beth Din that she had not been given “the
respect” that her position deserved.

The next morning a bombshell exploded
among the Jewish community. The Beth Din
sent an e-mail to everyone on its vast data-
base stating simply that The Barrio, in effect,
could no longer operate under the supervi-
sion of the Beth Din. Its kosher licence was
revoked.

Anthony Sacks, co-owner of The Barrio
tells his side of the story. “We are a strictly
kosher restaurant under the Beth Din and
last Wednesday morning we received this
e-mail stating that we were no longer under
their supervision until further notice. It was
a total surprise as we had had no communi-
cation prior to this.

“We rushed to the Beth Din offices to find
out why our licence had been suspended and
were informed that the mashgicha had com-
plained that she had been ‘disrespected’ by
one of our staff and furthermore no one lis-
tened to her instructions. There was an atti-
tude indicative of general disrespect of the
kosher superviser and our Beth Din supervi-
sion was summarily revoked.”

Sacks estimated that his restaurant lost
about R50 000 between last week Wednesday
and Saturday night because of this. “It was
the end of the month,” he recalled, “and we
had salaries to pay and that was now a prob-
lem because of the money not coming in. We
usually have about 150 people on a Saturday
night; that Saturday we had 20.”

Sacks pointed out that it would have been

much better if the Beth Din had communi-
cated with them and the problem would have
been easily solved. The Barrio has a labour
lawyer retained to deal with any disputes.
They could have dealt with a staff discipli-
nary matter, subject to the strictest discipli-
nary action as proscribed by the Bargaining
Council. “By shutting us down, in effect, we
were rendered treif.

“At the end of the meeting we had to get a
lawyer to draw up a letter undertaking to
respect the kosher supervisors at all times
and all disrespect would be dealt with
according to the strictest standards of the
Bargaining Council, the CCMA of the restau-
rant industry.

“On the same day an e-mail was sent out
(by the Beth Din) that our licence had been
re-instated.”

Sacks explained that the Kkitchen in a
restaurant was an extremely high pressure
environment and he believed that the kosher
supervisor could not cope with this pressure.
The natural abruptness that took place in a
busy kitchen was considered “disrespect”,
which was not the case, he emphasised.

Sacks conceded that “because of the
nature of our product the misgiach is under
a lot of pressure.

“We have a breadth and variety of ingredi-
ents and high levels of service. This was a
labour dispute that was not well handled. We
would have expected that the ownership of
The Barrio should have been addressed on
the issue directly; common decency would
have expected this.”

Darren Sevitz, executive director of the
Union of Orthodox Synagogues put the case
for the Beth Din.

“We certify about 1 000 manufacturing
facilities, delis, butchers, bakers, restaurants
and so on for the Jewish community. Outside
of Israel we have, per head, the largest num-
ber of establishments in the world. We have
only one Beth Din; most countries have sev-
eral. Our Beth Din is, by and large, accepted
here by Jews from the left to the right.

V- —

Ellie Moffson (junior partner), Allan Ndebele (manager) and Anthony Sacks (co-owner

With all due respect, The Barrio is kosher!

and chef) at The Barrios, Norwood. (PHOTO: SHELLEY ELK)

“We have an exceptionally high standard
which is internationally recognised. We
insist that any establishment that carries
our hechsher (certificate) meets our stan-
dards.”

On The Barrio issue he said: “When we
sent out our first e-mail that it was no longer
under our supervision, the initial response
that we got was ‘Oh, so they did not pay their
licence fee!”

“I say with clarity that the issue was never
about money. It had nothing to do with
money, personalities or politics. It was 100
per cent kashrut related. We require all
kosher establishments to have a fulltime
mashgiach who is responsible for the
kashrut of the operation. The mashgiach is
essentially the representative of the Beth
Din in that establishment.

“We have had an issue with The Barrio for
some time where the masgichim are not
treated well by their staff. They have been
intimidated, ridiculed and their instructions
not carried out. We have had meetings with
the establishment and each time they have
promised to rectify the situation.

“On Tuesday night February 26, there was
an incident in the restaurant between the
staff and the mashgicha and she wanted to
walk out because she felt that she had lost

control She contacted Chana Willis at 21:30
that night. Chana recruits and places mis-
giachim.

“I was contacted and we managed to per-
suade the mashgicha to remain behind.
Incidentally we have a list of 17 mashgichim
who are not prepared to work at The Barrio
due to similar past experiences.

“The next morning a decision was taken by
Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag Beth Din rosh dayan),
Rabbi Yossi Salzer and Rabbi Yossi
Baumgarten to withdraw our (Beth Din)
licence, which meant that the restaurant was
no longer under our supervision and an e-
mail was sent out to that effect.

“This was not a knee jerk reaction to one
incident. The Barrio management came to
meet with us and, bottom line, they under-
took to take immediate steps to ensure that
the authority of misgiachim is reinstated. An
e-mail was sent out a few hours later con-
firming this.

“Some people feel that our response was
too heavy handed. However, in the interests
of kashrut and the community, we feel that
our approach was fully justified. Kashrut
comes first; public relations comes later.”

Added Sevitz: “Kashrut does not mean just
ingredients; it means the way people are
treated. Don’t mess with kashrut.”

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

ASHKELON ROCKET HIT NEAR MINISTER'S HOME

ASHKELON - A Palestinian rocket at the
weekend struck near the home of Israel's
internal security minister.

Military censors on Monday lifted a gag
order on reporting that on Saturday, a
Grad rocket fired by Hamas terrorists in
the Gaza Strip, landed down the road from
Avi Dichter's home in Ashkelon. A neigh-
bouring house was damaged.

Dichter was not home at the time of the
salvo, and in media appearances tried to
play down the close call.

Closed-circuit video footage of the street
released to television stations showed
Dichter's security guards and neighbours

running for cover upon hearing a warning
siren. Within 30 seconds, the rocket struck.

Military censors announced that given
the expanded range of Hamas rockets and
the prospects of increasingly accurate bar-
rages, media outlets would be barred from
reporting on impact sites unless they
receive official approval.

A blackout has been placed as well on
any visits by Israeli government or mili-
tary officials to areas targeted by the rock-
eteers.

For many Israelis the new measures
recalled the censorship imposed during the
2006 Second Lebanon War. (JTA)

POLAND REACHES OUT TO EXPELLED JEWS

WARSAW - Poland will ease the way for
Jews to reclaim citizenship 40 years after
the start of massive expulsions.

In a letter released on Monday, Polish
Interior Minister Grzegorz Schetyna said
he would "order the implementation of the
appropriate procedures today".

Piotr Kadlcik, the president of the Union
of Religious Jewish Communities in
Poland, told JTA he had already received
verbal confirmation that Schetyna
endorsed the plan to re-naturalise Jews who
fled between 1968 and 1970. Some 15 000
Polish Jews were deprived of their citizen-
ship.

Historians today look upon the period as
a vast anti-Semitic campaign borne of
Soviet anti-Israel policies.

In fact, Kadlcik said, it had been agreed
that those former Poles actually never legal-
ly lost their citizenship.

Once the decision was formalised, Jews
who fled Poland could go to a Polish con-
sulate in their new home country and

"reconfirm their citizenship" as if they had
never lost it, he said.

The decision to repatriate Polish Jews fol-
lows recent stepped-up pressure by Kadlcik
and Jewish advocacy groups in Poland.
Golda Tencer, the head of Poland's Shalom
Foundation, recently told the Polish news-
paper Dziennik that President Lech
Kaczynski had not yet answered her
request of last October.

Schetyna said the problem could have
been solved by Kaczynski, but "he did not
take that opportunity".

Kadlcik said the policy would apply par-
ticularly to Polish Jews who went to Israel,
"because those who went to other places
had no problem getting back their citizen-
ship" up to now.

He added that he didn't think the number
of applicants would be very big, but he felt
"very good about it because it shows that we
as a Polish Jewish community can have dia-
logue with the Polish government. It is
important." (JTA)

Emunah again makes up Purim gifts

THE FESTIVAL of Purim is almost upon
us and to make our lives easier regarding
the sending of Mishloach Manot to friends

and family, Emunah SA is once again mak-
ing up gifts for R40 each. Orders may be
placed on (011) 483-1005 or (011) 440-3115.

JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES
IS HOLDING A ONE-DAY CONFERENCGE:

INVITING ALL
PROFESSIONAL
AND
RABBINICAL
COUNSELLORS

ABUSE WITHIN THE FAMILY -
PATHWAYS TO HEALING

TAKING ACTION BEYOND UNDERSTANDING

21" MAY 2008

09HOO - 15H30 - TEA AND LUNCH INCLUDED

GERALD HORWITZ LOUNGE, GOLDEN ACRES, 85 GEORGE AVE SANDRINGHAM
APPLICATION WILL BE MADE FOR CPD POINTS

DYNAMIC, EXPERT SPEAKERS WILL COVER A RANGE OF PRACTICAL
PSYCHOLOGICAL, RELIGIOUS AND LEGAL MEANS TOWARD HEALING

AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN, SHARE AND INTERACT

PLEASE RESERVE THIS DATE & WATCH THIS SPACE OR CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS

Janys 011 632 9616 janys@jhbchev.co.2a or Jacqui 011 632 9616 jacqui@jhbehev.co.za

—

(1)

HELPING HAND
Chan R e

JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES 15 A DIVISION OF THE JOHANNESBURG
JEWISH HELPING HAND - CHEVRAH KADISHA
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Zuma pays tribute to
Jewish Struggle heroes

ANC PRESIDENT Jacob Zuma on Tuesday night paid tribute to
the “brave Jews” who stood with the black majority during the
Struggle years and reaffirmed the ANC’s commitment to uphold
democratic principles. Zuma pledged that the “organs of state”

would never be used “to manipulate the political environment”.

LIONEL SLIER

A COMMENT that no mercy
should be shown to criminals and
that the fight should be taken to
them, drew loud applause.

Zuma was guest speaker in the
third talk initiated by Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein in his “En-
riching Tomorrow” series, with
the sub-head: “ Sharing ideas for
tomorrow”.

More than 600 people attended
the meeting at the headquarters of
the sponsors, Investec Private
Client Securities in Johannesburg.

Delivering a position paper on
the ANC and its history and where
the ANC government found itself
today, Zuma also briefly touched
on the issue of the so-called “Huis
Reitz” racist video made by four
students at the University of the
Free State, showing a student pur-
portedly urinating in food later
given to black cleaners at the
premises. Zuma admitted that the
ANC'’s vision of a non-racial and
non-racist society had not yet
come about.

The chief rabbi in turn pleaded
with Zuma, that should the latter
become the country’s next presi-
dent, to run a “compassionate gov-
ernment”. He wanted to know
from Zuma why in the electricity
crisis not one Eskom employee had
lost his or her job and not one
Cabinet minister had resigned.

Sketching the background to the
ANC’s coming into power, Zuma
said: “In 1955 at (the Congress of
the People) we declared that South
Africa belonged to all who lived in
it, both black and white.

“We said that people of different
racial or ethnic origins or religious

persuasions could and must unite
to liberate this country from a bru-
tal form of oppression. Today that
is enshrined in our Constitution.

“Very early on in our Struggle
many white compatriots joined in
the growing ranks against
apartheid. They were guided by
religious conviction, the need for
justice and human rights, or moti-
vated by their socialist ideas.

“Many of these white compatri-
ots were Jews. They were horrified
by the genocide perpetrated by the
Nazis. They knew what human
suffering meant, so they fought the
scourge of racial and religious dis-
crimination wherever it was
found.

“We want to salute these brave
comrades, many of them Jews,
who sacrificed their families and
lives even, to create our new demo-
cratic world - Joe Slovo, Ruth First,
Jack and Ray Simon, the Buntings,
Wilfie Kodesh, Denis Goldberg and
many, many others.

“We are now entering the 14th
year of our democracy and the
African National Congress was
largely instrumental in the adop-
tion of our new Constitution. We
have worked hard to uphold and
strengthen the fundamental prin-
ciples in our country’s Consti-
tution.

“I would like to assure all that
the democratic future of our coun-
try is secure. Why would the ANC
seek to destroy something it has
worked so hard to build? A corner-
stone of our country’s Consti-
tution and democratic culture is
respect for the rule of law, the
independence of the judiciary. We
will ensure that the organs of state
are never used to manipulate the

political environment.”

He said December’s ANC confer-
ence in Polokwane clearly demon-
strated the democratic efforts and
transparent character of the ANC.
“The membership demonstrated
that nobody is above the organisa-
tion; it upheld the principle of
accountability and free choice.

“What sometimes causes panic
and uneasiness is talk of the new
leadership of the ANC. It should be
remembered that many of the new
leaders elected at Polokwane are
seasoned cadres of the liberation
movement. They are not new at all.
They are determined to focus on
the poor and marginalised, but not
to the exclusion of other con-
stituencies. The ANC is a 96-year-
old movement with clear culture,
guidelines, policies and traditions.

Rabbi Goldstein, in his welcom-
ing address made mention of the
huge turnout, including Israel’s
ambassador to South Africa, Ilan
Baruch, as well as an array of
Jewish communal leaders.

“The interest has been quite
inspiring,” he said, “to see the
numbers of people who are inter-
ested in the future of our country
and who are interested to debate.”

He made mention of the fact that
Zuma had devoted his entire life
“to the struggle for freedom and
democracy in our country.
Therefore, as we plot our way for-
ward in South Africa we have a
wonderful opportunity to hear the
thinking and approach of such a
powerful and influential leader
and also to interact with him.

“After all, tonight is about
debate, democracy and people get-
ting together and sharing ideas for
the future... We have to have the

courage to challenge, to question
and to disagree. Mr Zuma will
agree with all of us that it is not
disloyal to question, to challenge
government and even to disagree.

“It is our patriotic duty to do so.
We are here to learn, to listen, to
question and to debate.”

Later in his speech Zuma allayed
fears among some businessmen
about a South African future
under a new dispensation. “To
anybody who wants to do business
with our country, the ANC pro-
vides predictability, consistency
and certainty.”

The ANC leader admitted that
there were “many challenges” fac-
ing the country - housing, health-
care, unemployment, poverty.

High levels of economic growth
were needed to provide opportuni-
ties as a weapon against poverty.
“Structures must be set up to com-
bat crime and to assist the law
enforcement agencies. Crime
affects all of us. It is one of the
most challenging of tasks.

“The ANC is prioritising treat-
ment of HIV/Aids and strengthen-
ing the capacity to monitor the side
effects of anti-retrovirals. It will
protect those affected from stigma-
tisation and exclusion.

“Above all,” Zuma added, “we
will continue to fight the scourge
of racism. What happened at the
University of the Free State is a
reminder that we cannot defeat
racism overnight. We want to work
with the business community as
well as all sectors to build a truly,
united non-racial, non sexist
democracy.”

Rabbi Goldstein also went back
in history. “Go back to March 4
1977. What future did we have after

the Soweto riots? Now we look for-
ward to the third democratic elec-
tions in 2009.

“Who could have predicted such
a South African dream in such a
short time? We take the present for
granted. We thank G-d for the
blessings that we have.”

He added: “If the ANC receives a
mandate from the people to govern
in 2009, we ask for a government of
compassion. It will affect the 45
million people in this country.
When parents send children to
school the government must build
the schools; for people to have
healthcare the government must
build hospitals.

“There must be a passion to a
moral calling and duty for the lead-
ers to alleviate poverty and the
responsibility to find the best peo-
ple to do so.

“The government cannot afford
to fail. It must not let our people
down. We implore that in 2009 the
government gets a mandate to
form a government of compassion.
Every person has a face and is an
irreplaceable treasure. Every life
is precious; every human being is
made in the image of G-d.

“In the fight against crime we
are given numbers, statistics.
Jews are sensitive to numbers; we
don’t count people. Numbers
mask the horrors that we are all
witness to.

“Fifty two people a day were
killed last year. We cannot accept
the pain. We want a government of
hope, a government of compas-
sion. We can become a people of
compassion and hope There are no
obstacles that cannot be overcome
with G-d’s help. We can become a
land of miracle and wonder.”

AROUNDTHE | 69 years: The Canins share their marital secret

WORLD = | ] ’
NEWS IN BRIEF " '

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
SHELLEY ELK

riage.”

Mildred who married at the age of
19, advised: “Marry early”. A flat, in
Johannesburg was the Canin couple’s
first home, after which they moved to
Forest Town and then bought a 400
acre farm, near Jan Smuts Airport
(mow O R Tambo) which they sold a
few years ago. They now live in a
retirement home in Morningside.

“We had 18 milk cows and I was the
farmer, and also grew flowers, while
my husband worked in town.

“Morrie is my inspiration,” said
Mildred who enjoys water colour
very good school, Parktown Boys, but  painting, and does artwork for her
Mildred, has always been the most son Howard’s manufacturing compa-
important factor in my life. The cou- ny.
ple have three sons. “Be loving and honest to have a

“My wife, sons and daughters-in- long and happy marriage,” said
law have helped make life much easi- Mildred whose fondest memories
er, and all round I have been lucky include the birth of her three sons,
that things have gone in my favour.” their marriages “to three lovely

The secret to a long healthy life, daughters-in-law” and the births of
and a good marriage, said Morris was  five granddaughters and one grand-
good family, enjoyment and pleasure,  son.
and “as a team we get on very well, The Canins are looking forward to
and I have been very fortunatein hav-  their 70th wedding anniversary in
ing a good, healthy and long mar- May.

MORRIS CANIN, born in the Cape
near Tulbach, turned 101 on Monday
February 18. Morris who has been
married for 69 years, was introduced
to his bride Mildred (88) in 1938, by
their parents. “Our mothers used to
play bridge together, and they were
frequent visitors,” recalled Mildred.
“Sport has always been foremost in
my mind,” said Morris, who played
rugby, cricket, and soccer at school.
“While exercise is vital, I went to a

ISRAEL KILLS 2 IN GAZA
AIRSTRIKES

JERUSALEM - Israeli air-
strikes this week killed two
Gazan gunmen.

Military aircraft struck an
Islamic Jihad rocket crew in
northern Gaza after it fired
a salvo across the border.
One terrorist was killed and
another wounded.

The Palestinian rockets
caused serious damage to a
home in the Israeli border
town of Sderot. There were
no casualties as the house's
occupants had fled earlier
fighting.

A Hamas gunman
patrolling Gaza City died in
a separate airstrike. (JTA)

Mildred Canin, and her husband Morrie.
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Our Phil has
run his last race

STORY AND
PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THE LEGENDARY
Philip Rabinowitz
passed away on
February 29 at the
age of 104 after suf-
fering a stroke six {

Kruger’s pet food
manufacturing com-
pany in Diep River
and generally pitched
in there wherever he
was needed.
Rabinowitz’s secret
to his longevity was
early-to-bed, early-to-
rise, a daily glass of
freshly-squeezed

days earlier. The cen-
tenarian, who was
born in Keidan,
Lithuania, was the
world record-holder
in the 100 and 200
metre sprint in the
100 years and over age group
and was a regular participant in
Cape Town’s walking events,
including the Cape Times Big
Walk.

A member of the Spartan
Harriers Athletics Club, Rabino-
witz still walked two to three
kilometres a day, though he gave
up competitive walking some
seven months ago. He had
intended taking part in the Jive
10 km Big Walk in Green Point
last Sunday - instead the over-
17 000 participants observed a
moment of silence in his honour
before the race.

As living proof of the adage
mens sana in corpore sano -
a healthy mind in a healthy
body - he still worked daily as a
bookkeeper at his daughter Joyce

The amazing Philip
Rabinowitz, athlete
par excellence,
who died last week
at the age of 104.

orange juice, regular
exercise, cane and
ginger ale, a nightly
square of chocolate,
shul on Saturdays
and “loads of love
from his sleeping
partners - a cat and a dog”,
according to grandson Dennis
Kruger.

At his birthday party held at
Joyce’s Hout Bay home two
weeks ago, Rabinowitz thanked
guests for attending the celebra-
tion, adding his usual “Hope to
see you all next year, same time,
same place, same face”. But alas
this is not to be.

It will, however, be impossible
to forget Flying Phil’s ever-smil-
ing face and positive attitude, an
inspiration to all that old age
need not be a bar to living a full
life.

Rabinowitz is survived by two
daughters, Joyce Kruger and
Val Smith, who lives in Sydney,
Australia, five grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.

Alivah department
battles to process
all the applications

RITA LEWIS

WITH THE ongoing
debate raging in the
community on emigra-
tion and whether it has
reached “crisis propor-
tions” or not, the aliyah
department of the
Israel Centre in
Johannesburg found it

the entire time here,
he had still not been
able to keep abreast of
all the enquiries and
applications to the
department - nor wipe
out the backlog of
applications that had
accumulated.

Kline, who left South
Africa this week, said

necessary to bring
another pair of (old)
hands out to South
Africa from Israel, to
help deal with the flood
of applications from
those wanting to make
aliyah.

The man who came
out to help was South
African-born Rabbi Dor-
ron Kline, former aliyah shaliach
and director of Israel Centre in
Johannesburg for four vyears,
before relocating to Israel where he
is presently director of project
development at Telfed - the South
African Zionist Federation (Israel,
for the past 18 months.

Over the past two weeks he has
been doing the interviewing of
prospective South Africans who
are considering a new life for
themselves and their families in
Israel.

He said that despite the fact that
he had been working non-stop for

Rabbi Dorron Kline
who has been in
South African
assisting the Israel
Centre with its
workload of appli-
cants wishing to
make aliyah.

he wished his succes-
sor much success with
the upcoming group
flight of South African
olim which will take
place in June when 100
of them will fly togeth-
er on one plane, to
Israel and a new life.

He said he would be
there - together with
representatives of Telfed - when
the olim arrive, to make them feel
welcome and at home.

Kline said his recent stay in
South Africa had been “very pro-
ductive”, as he had met with many
community leaders as well as
SAZF and Israel Centre staff and
shlichim, updating them on
Telfed’s activities.

On his work with Telfed he said
that for practical purposes, Telfed
had cut Israel up into 10 different
regions with volunteers allocated
to each of the regions to greet and
meet new olim there.

AROUND

THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
WAS MOSES HIGH ON SINAI?

JERUSALEM - The biblical
Moses may have been "high" at
Mount Sinai, an Israeli

researcher has posited.

Benny Shanon, a professor of
cognitive psychology at the
Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem, has argued that the
miraculous sights and sounds
in the Exodus account of G-d's
giving of the Torah to Moses
may have been drug induced.

Shanon, who published his
theory in the scholarly journal
Time and Mind, said the Mount
Sinai spectacle recalled a "trip"
he experienced after drinking
psychotropic drugs of a kind
that can be found in some
desert plants.

"T experienced visions that
had spiritual-religious conno-
tations," Ha'aretz quoted Sha-
non as saying.

"It seems logical that some-
thing was altered in people's
consciousness. There are other
stories in the Bible that men-
tion the use of plants: for exam-
ple, the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil in the Garden
of Eden."

But he added: "I have no
direct proof of this interpreta-
tion."

According to Shanon, the
drug theory was more feasible
than other explanations for the
Mount Sinai story - that indeed
the Israelites communicated
with G-d - or that it is all just a
fairy tale. (JTA)

TIRED OF LOAD SHEDDING?

ISTRO

is a major supplier of diesel
generators in South Africa. We offer a
wide range of generators ranging from
5.5kva to 1250kva. We are extremely
competitive and our products are of a high
quality, we also offer a wide variety of
service plans. For more information please

visit our website at
or call us for a quotation.

Corner Milky Way & Cosmic Street, Linbro Business Park, Sandton
JHB: 011 6084111 KZN: 031 5027087 CPT: 021 552 9264

Some people have nothing
to eat, no money for shelter
and nothing to weatr...

The monthly survival of close to 2,000
people depends on us providing medication,

clothing and money for food and rent.

Your community needs you
Help us to help them

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH HELPING HAND . -)-—-'

MUt man

Tel: 011 532 9600 Fax: 011 532 9655 Email: chevrahgroup( jhbchev.co.za
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Lionel Stein holds the award to be made to Jack Shapiro. Looking over his shoulder is Rabbi Avraham Tanzer, Selwyn Segal

S §

resident David Benjamin, Herschel Mayer with his brother Jonnie and their mother Marlene.

Tribute to Jack Shapiro’s
labour of love

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

WHENEVER SOUTH African Jews think
of the Selwyn Segal Hostel in
Sandringham, they think of Jack Shapiro.
For over 40 years he built it up, growing
and running it, virtually giving up his life
for the residents with whom he has a spe-
cial love and affinity. As a result of this,
his name has become synonymous with
the place.

These were the sentiments expressed by
Lionel Stein, chairman of the Glenhazel
Shul and organiser of the Selwyn Segal
Bracha Programme, at a recent ceremony
where an award was made to Shapiro for
his lifetime of dedication, commitment
and caring for the residents of Selwyn
Segal.

He spoke of the closeness between the
Shul and Selwyn Segal. “Over the years, a
relationship has developed which has kept
us all in good stead.

“We have learnt such a lot from him and
know him for his warm sense of humour.

“Although Jack was a paratrooper and a

Shari Mayers, David Burbaitzky, Lisa Smith and Gaby
Narotzky.

veteran of the Sinai Campaign in 1956, he
has become a writer in his old age. In fact
he writes in our shul magazine almost
every week now.”

Stein said that, however, when people
thought of Jack they also thought of June
who was always in the background sup-
porting him in every way - at Camp David,
in the hostel and wherever she was need-
ed.

Stein’s words were reiterated by
Glenhazel Shul’s Rabbi Avraham Tanzer,
with whom the Selwyn Segal residents
have a special connection. A group of res-
idents attend the shul every Shabbat and
are well-known to the rabbi and congre-
gants, some of whom host a bracha at
their homes.

As a result, residents get to mix and
interact with everyday people outside of
their normal environment, which helps
build up their self-esteem, confidence and
communication skills.

Rabbi Tanzer said he was delighted to
be a part of the function which was host-
ed and attended by such special people. He

commended Shapiro for having taken in
children who were not wanted and would
otherwise have no home.

“What you have done is a labour of
love. Not only have you brought
Yiddishkeit into the residents’ lives, but
pioneered Yiddishkeit into the world of
the handicapped and challenged.”

In reply, a reticent Shapiro said he was
“just a cog in a wheel”.

He spoke of his connection to the
Mayers family, recalling how he went to a
meeting of leaders in Bulawayo many
years ago where he met Herschel’s father,
Robin who was then the vice-chairman.

“Years later we davened at the same
shul and now I work at the Chevrah
Kaddisha in the same organisation as his
wife Marlene.”

The annual event was held at the
home of Charlene and Herschel Mayers
who were instrumental in creating the
award some three years ago in the name
of Herschel’s father Robin. The previous
recipients were Alan and Linda Zulberg
and Saul and Marcia Plen.

Jack Shapiro and his wife June accept their certificate from

Herschel Mayers. Behind is Lionel Stein.

Gaby Katz tells how much they all love Jack. She is

watched by Lionel Stein.

=

Foreground: Harold Joffe with Selwyn Segal residents enjoying the entertainment.

Carol Schwarb behind Dawn Goldring and Helen
Heldenmuth.
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COMMUNITY
BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel slier@absamail.co.za

JOHANNESBURG

ON DECEMBER 7 2007 The Jewish
Report printed a letter from Elena
Antolievna Ivaschenko who lives in
Togliatti, Samara, Russia, looking
for a South African family connec-
tion.

Elena, writing in the third per-
son, gave this information: “The
Gunther family lived in Wesel,
Germany. There were five children,
four sons and one daughter, born
between 1901 and 1911.

“Elena’s  grandfather, Max
Gunther, had a brother, Ernst, who
emigrated to South Africa before
1936 while Max, who was a brain
surgeon, went to Latvia the same
year and then on to Russia. Elena
has no information of the rest of
the family other than that they all
perished in a concentration camp.

“Elena was now looking for
Ernst Gunther’s relatives or any
information about them.”

Enclosed was a copy of a photo-
graph signed “Ernst and Steffi.
Johannesburg 1936”. Elena gave a
contact e-mail address.

Then, amazingly, Sonja Abelson,
of Killarney, Johannesburg con-
tacted the Jewish Reportto say that
she was Ernst Gunther’s South
African-born daughter. She told
this story: “Madelaine Fane had
been with a South African group at
‘Israel Partnership 2000’ in
November last year. There she had
met a South African expat, Saul
Isserow, who is involved in genealo-
gy. He had been in contact with
Elena who had asked him about
Ernst Gunther’s family in South
Africa, referring to the 71-year-old
photograph.

“Back in Johannesburg,
Madelaine went to a charity fash-
ion show at the HOD Hall and sat
next to Carol Haymann and in the
course of conversation told her
about the enquiry from Isserow
and Elena about Ernst Gunther.

“Madelaine did not know Sonja
at all. Now it turns out that Carol is
Sonja’s first cousin and she initiat-
ed contact between Madelaine and
Sonja. Sonja was given Elena’s e-
mail address.

“Sonja made contact with Elena
who is actually her cousin’s daugh-
ter. Max and his wife survived the
war, deep inside Russia, but they
have both passed on, as have
Sonja’s parents.

“Then when the letter and photo
appeared in The Jewish Report,
Sonja saw the photo of her parents
and could joyfully give the news of

KRUGERSDORP

From Steven Meltzer and Jonathan
Danilowitz:

“Know anyone from Krugersdorp? If
you know anyone from this South
African town, please give him or her
the following message:

“An international reunion of former
Krugersdorpers is being arranged in
Tampa, Florida, USA. It is scheduled to
take place over the holidays, October
17-19 this year. If you remember the old
dorp town hall, Kadimah Country
Club, the shul or the Paardekraal
Monument, this is for you!

“At this time please indicate your
interest - or just send your e-mail
address so that they can contact you
later with details - to Sheila Shaw
(Waks) at sshaw@tampabay.rr.com
and/or Benjy Danilowitz at
benjy@printsofprint.com.

“Also, please let your other dorp
buddies and relatives know. There are
probably lots of people from
Randfontein and Roodepoort/Florida
who would be interested too.

“Jonathan (Thin-Jon) Danilowitz.
(Do you remember ‘Fat-Jon’ too?)”

HEILBRON
Ben Mervis continues:

“The only bakery in town was owned
by Joe and Becky Evans. The Misnun
family with son-in-law, Jack, and
daughter, Laura Stricke, owned a large
milling company. There never was a
shortage of challah.

“Many of the professionals were
Jewish. The three medical doctors
were Abe Papert, Hennie Judelman
and Ike Garber. Woolf was the phar-
macist and Ben Simon was a respected
lawyer.

“His wife, Miriam, was chairlady of
the Union of Jewish Women for many
years and Laura Stricke and Gertie
Balkind alternated as chairladies of
WIZO.

“There were farmers who also had
homes in the town. Jack Lotzof with
his wife, Dora, and his brother, Mike
and wife Eva. Mike was tragically
gored by a bull in 1951.

“There were two old bachelors, Mr
Gaddy who owned a metal scrapyard
and Barney Abel, a cousin of the
Shapiros who helped them in the hotel.
Rene Osry, a divorcee, lived at the
Commercial Hotel and worked for
another milling company.

“Certain traditions were unique to
the community.

“On Rosh Hashanah, after the read-
ing of the Torah and before the blow-
ing of the shofar, the whole congrega-
tion would take a break at the homes of
families who lived near the shul. The
tables always dripped with food and
every family tried to outdo the others.
One year the shul committee tried to
stop this and continued with the serv-
ice but the congregation would not
have this and most of the congregation
still walked out and the committee had
to relent.

“Afternoon tea on the first day of
Rosh Hashanah was always at the
house of the gabba and the second
day there was tea at the home of
Miriam and Ben Simon. As it is cus-
tomary not to sleep on the after-
noon of Rosh Hashanah, the com-
munity relished these tea parties.
At about 17:00 on the first after-
noon, all the men would leave the
party and walk to the local dam
which fortunately was near the
shul, for Tashlich.

“After 1979, families continued
leaving and today not a single
Jewish soul remains. The shul still
stands but as in many other towns
it is now a museum. The only rem-
nant of Judaism is in one small cor-
ner of the cemetery where there are
between 30 to 40 Jewish graves.
Alas, that is all that is left of a once
vibrant South African shtetl.”

JOHANNESBURG

During the 1940s, 1950s and even
into the 1960s, virtually every sim-
cha in Johannesburg - and indeed
in many other towns as well - had
music provided by Benny Michel
and his band. He was an absolute
legend in musical circles at that
time.

Last Sunday Benny Michel invit-
ed friends to an afternoon tea at
Aroma Restaurant in Killarney to
join him and his wife Becky in cele-
brating their 60th wedding anniver-
sary. As people were arriving, back-
ground music was that of Michel’s
bands and it immediately created
an ambience of nostalgia as many
remembered those popular tunes of
bygone days.

Dr Jack Mink, chairman of The
Big Band Appreciation Society, wel-
comed the guests and recalled that
Benny Michel had played at his own
wedding in the early Sixties. There
was never a question of anyone else
providing the music.

Michel said that exactly on this
day, March 2 1948, he suddenly
realised: “Hey, I'm getting married
today!

“In those days if a girl was not
married at the age of 20, then she
was destined to be an old maid. We
had the reception at Ginsburg Hall
in Doornfontein and there were
over 600 people present of whom
about half were gatecrashers. That
was the social norm and accepted,
even expected, behaviour in those
days. That was exactly 21 900 days
ago.”

Among musicians of those gold-
en days present were Dan Hill,
Maureen Donne, Les Markowitz,
Alec Shuster, Val Fevrier and Len
Kay. To show that he had not lost
his talent, Michel sang, beautifully
and movingly, the song, “How do we
keep the music playing?” with its
very poignant last line, “The music
never ends.”

When he was congratulated on
his performance, Michel answered:
“Not a bad voice for a 84 year old.”

a happy connection.”
||
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SILETTING

Property Rental and Management

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS RELAX AND LET US DO THE WORK
JUST LETTING IS THE ONLY NATIONAL DEDICATED

GLENHAZEL
KILLARNEY

LETTING AGENCY.

and Waverley

Landlords we have numerous enquiring for property in the following areas.

Bramley Gardens, Cheltondale, Fairmount, Forest Town, Glenhazel, Gresswold,
Highlands North, Houghton, Killarney, Lyndhurst, Norwood, Orange Grove,
Parktown, Parkwood, Rembrandt Park, Sandringham, Saxonwold, Sydenham

We have demand for houses, townhouses and cottages at affordable rentals.

List your property with us to ensure best results,

CALLUS ON 011 483 1265 FOR A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

KILLARNEY@JUSTLETTING.CO.ZA

ORVISIT THE JUST LETTING WEBSITE AND CLICK ON KILLARNEY
FOR DETAILS OF ALLTHE UNIT WE HAVETO OFFER

Z =g

o Air tickets o Tours
o Barmitzvah groups
o Group travel o Hotel bookings

NOBODY BEATS US FOR PRICE AND SERVICE

FOR THE LOWEST FARES...
FOR THE LOWEST FEES...
FOR REDUCED FAMILY FEES...

Avoid disappointment

Call us NOW
sure executive

s> e travel

GROUND FLOOR JHI HOUSE
11 CRADOCK AVENUE
Y CNR BAKER STREET, ROSEBANK
TEL: (011) 788-2050

NEW ZEALAND JEWISH IMMIGRATION

The Auckland Jewish Community has doubled
over the last five years and wants to repeat this
feat. It has never been easier to immigrate and
jobs are plentiful as we have record low
unemployment. NZ is desperate for people with
skills. Free Schooling, Free Hospital Care, Interest
Free Loans for University, Low Crime, Beautiful
Friendly Country. Give your family a future and
join our wonderful community. Jewish
Immigration Consultant coming soon to SA.
For details and further information contact Leon
at chap@talk.co.nz

THE
OXFORD SYNAGOGUE

requires the service of a

YOUTH DIRECTOR

with immediate effect

for more details or to apply
(011) 646-6020 or
info@oxfordshul.com

Dj’s

Burgers R12.90 vsrs050

IATA

Schwarma

Balfour Park Shopping Centre

Hot Dog R5.90 vs 100
Schwarma R25.90 wasre.0
Falafal R15.90 was r27 50

Tel: (011) 440-1792
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Green light for lawsuits by terror victims

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

FAMILIES OF terror victims got
the green light to pursue lawsuits
against the Palestinian Authority,
thanks to a personal lobbying
blitz and some quiet diplomacy by
US lawmakers and the pro-Israel
lobby.

About 20 lawsuits targeting the
Palestinian Authority and the
Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation - some dating back to the
mid-1990s - have been held up in
recent months while the Bush
administration considered a fed-
eral judge’s request to weigh in on
the issue.

In a February 29 letter to Judge
Victor Marrero of the US District
Court in New York, the Bush
administration made clear it did
not want to intervene - for now.

The administration would
“continue to monitor this and
other cases like it”, the letter said.
“The United States has not yet
decided whether or not to partici-
pate in those other cases.”

The case in Marrero’s court
concerns a $174 million award to
the widow, children and parents
of Aharon Ellis, an entertainer
and member of the Black Hebrew
sect who was gunned down in a
2002 attack on a barmitzvah in
Hadera in northern Israel.

“We are grateful that at this
time the US government has
decided to support justice over
terror and that it will not now
enter the case to support the ter-
rorists,” said David Strachman,
an attorney who represents a
number of the families.

“Ultimately, of course, it’s the
courts that will continue to adju-
dicate the victims’ claims. On
behalf of the families who have
suffered so much, we will do

everything we can to ensure that
justice will prevail.”

The lawsuits are based on legis-
lation passed in the 1990s that
make terrorist organisations and
their enablers financially respon-
sible for attacks on US citizens.
Not all the cases have been decid-
ed.

Even before Marrero asked for
an opinion in December, the
Palestinian Authority had been
pressing the Bush administration
to weigh in. It claimed that allow-
ing Leslye Knox, Ellis’ widow, to
collect the award would create a
precedent that eventually would
bankrupt the authority at a time
that its moderate leadership is
facing down extremists and
attempting to negotiate peace
with Israel.

“I am glad that the government
will not interfere at this stage and
am hopeful that it will refrain
from supporting the legal posi-
tion of the terrorists-defendants
in the future,” Knox said in a
statement.

It probably didn’t help the
Palestinians’ case that the PLO’s
envoy in Washington had deni-
grated the families in an inter-
view with the Washington Post,
saying their lawsuits were “politi-
cally and ideologically motivat-
ed”. Afif Safieh also presumptive-
ly announced “a rethinking in the
State Department”.

Still, the letter, signed by six
Justice Department officials led
by Jeffrey Bucholtz, the acting
assistant attorney general, sug-

gested that the Palestinian
Authority’s arguments remained
persuasive.

“The United States supports
just compensation for victims for
terrorism from those responsible
for their losses and has encour-
aged all parties to resolve these
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The families of the victims of terrorist attacks in Israel lobbying on Capitol Hill on February 13, against
reported government plans to intervene in their efforts to force the Palestinian Authority to pay out law

suit awards.

cases to their mutual benefit,” the
letter said. “At the same time the
United States remains concerned
about the potentially significant
impact that these cases may have
on the financial and political via-
bility of the defendants.”

In fact, sources say, the Bush
administration reportedly had
leaned initially toward interven-
ing on the Palestinian Authority’s
behalf but was swayed by meet-
ings last month between families
and top Justice Department and
State Department lawyers, as well
as lobbying led by the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee
and other Jewish groups.

Families who had travelled
through a snowstorm to make the

mid-February round of meetings,
were surprised to find that some
of the top US officials were on
hand at some of the meetings,
including John Bellinger III, the
State Department’s top lawyer,
and Kenneth Wainstein, the assis-
tant attorney general for national
security.

An array of Jewish and pro-
Israel groups also quietly pressed
the case with members of the US
Congress and the administration.

AIPAC “applauded” the admin-
istration’s decision not to inter-
vene, spokesman Josh Block said,
adding: “Any government inter-
ference in such cases would
undermine the very purpose of
the Antiterrorism Act - to hold

terrorists and their sponsors
accountable.”

A statement by the Orthodox
Union, which also advocated on
behalf of the families, thanked
President George W Bush, US
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice and Michael Mukasey, the
US attorney general.

“We welcome the Bush Admini-
stration’s determination to let the
families who have suffered such
tragedies pursue justice against
the perpetrators of terrorism
without interference,” the group
said.

The families had met also with
key lawmakers who had weighed
in with the Bush administration
in opposing intervention. (JTA)

A controversial, yet positive look at Jewish Bible

How to read the Jewish Bible, by
Marc Zvi Brettler, Oxford
University Press, 2007.

JOCELYN HELLIG

AS THE Holy Scripture of the
Western world, the Bible was
almost universally considered as
the immutable word of G-d and
was not open to the same sort of
critical analysis as other books.
Only with 17th century Euro-
pean rationalism did scholars -
like Baruch Spinoza - begin to
consider it as a product of
human agency.

This opened up a host of differ-
ing ways of “reading” the Bible
and, two centuries later, the his-
torical-critical method took hold.
It posits the view that the Bible
emerged over a long period of
time, reflecting changing cultur-
al surroundings and varied
social and stylistic conventions.

In “How to read the Jewish
Bible”, Marc Zvi Brettler offers
an enlightening academic read-
ing based on this method of

interpretation.
Influenced primarily by the
German  Christian  scholar,

Julius Wellhausen, the histori-
cal-critical method pinpoints and
then separates various strands,
by supposedly different authors,
that make up the Bible.

Each allotted a particular time
period, the sources are put
together again against the back-
drop of a posited development of
Israelite history. The method is
also known as “Source” or
“Higher” Criticism, which seeks
to distinguish it from attempts to
establish the correct reading of
the transmitted text known as

“Lower” Criticism.

Because Wellhausen saw
Christianity as morally supe-
rior to Judaism, denigrating
the latter as a “dead tree”, the
world of Jewish scholarship
was hostile to his approach.
Consequently Solomon Sche-
chter, an architect of
Conservative Judaism’s pro-
foundly academic thrust,
which combines talmudic
study with secular scholar-
ship, labelled Wellhausen’s
approach  “Higher anti-
Semitism”.

Brettler concentrates on
the historical-critical me-
thod, but with specific ref-
erence to the Jewish Bible,
which most people unthink-
ingly call the “Old Tes-
tament” a value-laden
term by which Christendom
accords the Hebrew Scrip-
tures only a secondary sta-
tus.

He offers us the first

How to READ THE

A Rk, — S

MARC ZVI BRETTLER

real history, but with the
power of traditions about the
past to teach and enlighten.
Past events were retold - for
theological or political rea-
sons - because these events
were important, not because
they were true. Traditional
stories were refashioned in
ways that would extract their
meaning.

Accordingly, the two cre-
ation accounts in Genesis
chapters 1-3, each offering
different understandings of
G-d, humanity and the world,
are myths, not science.

By “myth” Brettler does
not mean to dismiss them as
false. Rather, he uses myth in
its scholarly anthropological
sense, as an essential and
constructive element present
in all cultures.

Much like metaphors, all of
which, by their very nature
cannot be literally true,
myths are profoundly true on

“Jewishly sensitive” intro-
duction based on this approach,
suggesting that not only is it a
value-neutral one, but that it can
profitably be used in our time to
shape Jewish religious values.
We need not slavishly follow
norms of the past, but neither
should we ignore them.

Unlike most introductions to
the Bible, which present a sys-
tematic survey of each of the 24
books it contains, this book
divides the biblical text into gen-
res - like creation accounts, legal
collections, history, poetry,
prophecy and wisdom literature.

It shows that the Bible is made
up of a complex array of writ-
ings penned by many authors

and that it was amalgamated into
a single collection over a long
span of time.

Taking one or more notable
examples from each genre,
Brettler reconstructs the period
in which the author lived, the
author’s intended readership,
and the message he was trying to
convey. He thus reveals to us the
ways in which the ancients read
the various texts, encouraging us
to do the same.

The biblical authors, Brettler
asserts, were less interested in
the literal truth of the history
they were writing than in con-
veying a religious message.

They were not concerned with

a figurative level. They play
an important role in society
because of the limitations of
non-figurative language.

The Israelites’ conquest of the
Land of Israel, for example, was
not nearly as complete or total as
related in the book of Joshua.
Contradictions within the text
and archaeological evidence
reveal a small-scale conquest.

The contradictions also indi-
cate that there was more than
one author and that the later one
included earlier material even if
he did not agree with it. What is
of primary importance is the
message, namely, the promise to
the people of Israel of the entire
land.

Brettler interprets the Song of
Songs as a secular love poem
concerning two unmarried
lovers. He examines it within
the context of Mesopotamian
“potency incantations” and
Egyptian love poetry, both of
which feature real lovers and
are avidly sexual. There is no
reference to G-d in the poem and
no internal indication that it is
religious.

It was not written as an alle-
gory, but rabbinic tradition
has treated it as one - for G-d’s
love of Israel. When this hap-
pened, however, is uncertain.
The poem was probably incor-
porated into the canon because
it had been a cultural treasure
even before the allegorical
interpretation.

Taking genre by genre in this
way, including the book of Job
and the answers the ancients
gave as to why bad things hap-
pen to good people, Brettler
offers us a readable - even excit-
ing - account of the emergence
and development, layer by layer,
of the Jewish scriptures into the
text as we have it today.

His approach makes clear that
the process of interpretation
and reinterpretation is a feature
of Jewish culture that long pre-
ceded the oral interpretation of
rabbinic Judaism.

Athough Brettler’s book will
be anathema to some because of
the way it “picks apart” the
Bible, its message is ultimately a
positive one. The book will be of
great value to both scholars of
religion and interested layper-
sons. It brings ancient Jewish
culture to life in a most scholar-
ly, yet appealing way.
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Jewish Report

Defining a new “crime
against humanity”.

WE ARE fortunate that despite its violent
and tortured history, during which abom-
inable acts were committed, South Africa
has never experienced suicide bombing.

Indeed, even during the darkest days of
the anti-apartheid struggle, the inten-
tional Kkilling of innocent bystanders
would have been seriously frowned upon
by the entire leadership of the liberation
struggle, whether those bystanders
belonged to the white minority or any
other group. Not so in other parts of the
world.

Today suicide attacks in one country or
another have become an almost daily
occurrence, and the ubiquitous global
media make sure we hear about them all.
We have become desensitised, since it is
impossible for us to get upset every time
we hear of another bomber Kkilling dozens
of people in Iraq, Pakistan or any of the
other places where they are so frequent.

The horrendous suicide attack of 9/11
in New York that Kkilled 3 000 people,
shook us to the core, but there have been
thousands of suicide bombings all over
the world, a significant percentage perpe-
trated by Islamist terrorists. Ironically,
the largest percentage of victims today
are Muslims.

Israeli cities like Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv were for years favoured targets for
suicide attacks - on buses, in restaurants,
discotheques and shopping malls.
Concerted action by Israel’s intelligence
agencies and the construction of its secu-
rity wall, have reduced these dramatical-
ly.

However, with groups like Hamas and
Hezbollah still determined to eliminate
Israel by any means, including terror, the
threat is still very much alive.

Since terror has become such a wide-
spread global phenomenon, we might
expect the United Nations to take a stand
on it. The organisation was created in an
attempt to prevent war and support the
freedom and security of its member
countries. But the UN is made up of
nations of hugely diverse characters and
ideologies.

The old cliché that one man’s terrorist
is another man’s freedom fighter applies
in full force among its members, fre-
quently preventing any meaningful con-
sensus from emerging on this kind of
issue - or getting vetoed by a permanent
member of the Security Council.

So, is there anything that can be done
to stem the flood of terror?

It seems there is beginning to emerge a
glimmer of hope, a growing revulsion
that suicide bombings are unacceptable,
no matter the circumstances of the par-
ticular conflict. The Simon Wiesenthal
Centre in Los Angeles recently created an
online petition calling for a special UN
session on suicide terror, and received
thousands of responses from people in
countries including Muslim and Arab
states such as Egypt, Turkey and
Pakistan.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon has said he supports the holding
of a special General Assembly session on
suicide terror. The Wiesenthal Centre
wants to see the UN declare it a “crime
against humanity”, which would place it
in a similar league to genocide.

Could it be possible that the tide of ter-
ror poisoning the world is beginning to
turn? It is too early to tell. The difficulty
of reaching a consensus is immense and
it may never happen. But if a world body
like the UN could take a firm stance, it
might give the legal basis to addressing
terrorism in a broader sense.

To many people the phrase “crime
against humanity” might sound like just
a semantic gesture, but anything we can
do to influence attitudes and help the
world’s pendulum swing back to sanity, is
worth attempting.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

(PHOTOGRAPHS: BRIAN HENDLER)

Palestinian prisoners are escorted to a bus after being arrested
during Israel’s escalated operation in the Gaza Strip.

An Israeli tank crosses the border to come back into Israel
from Gaza on March 2.

Novel ideas to stop rockets?

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WITH ISRAEL still facing Hamas rocket
attacks from the Gaza Strip following the end
of the army’s limited ground operation there,
the Israeli government is considering
stronger follow-up measures.

The Hamas rocket problem became more
acute last week when Ashkelon, a port city of
120 000 some 48 km south of Tel Aviv, came
under fire.

In its attacks on Ashkelon, Hamas used

two soldiers in the fighting.

Despite the civilian death toll, Israel
insisted it had targeted only militants. The
aim of the limited operation, Israeli offi-
cials said, was to show Hamas that Israel is
capable of exacting a heavy price in terms
of personnel and resources for Hamas’ con-
tinued rocket fire.

After the Israeli pullback, however,
Hamas claimed victory, arguing that its
fighters had forced the Israel Defence
Forces to withdraw. To show it was not

Gaza. The question was over exit strategy.

Israeli hard-liners are calling for an
operation along the lines of 2002’s
Operation Defensive Shield in the West
Bank. That would put the IDF in control of
Gaza and in a position to prevent Hamas
rocket fire.

Staying in Gaza, however, would leave
Israeli soldiers vulnerable to attack, just as
they were during the years of occupation
in the strip and in southern Lebanon.
Therefore, the IDF says, the troops should
withdraw immediately after dealing

Iranian-made Katyusha-type rockets
called Grad missiles, which have a longer
range and heavier payload than the
Qassams often used against Sderot and
nearby towns.

The extension of rocket fire to
Ashkelon means hundreds of thousands
more Israeli citizens suddenly find them-
selves living under the constant threat of
rocket attack.

Hamas leaders are warning that their
attacks will push beyond Ashkelon, leav-
ing many Israelis to worry that Tel Aviv,
too, will soon become a target.

Israel is weighing several military
options to counter this threat. They
include limited pinpoint ground opera-
tions like the one concluded on Monday,
targeted assassinations of Hamas leaders
and operatives, firing back at the sources
of rocket fire irrespective of their location
in civilian areas, and a full-scale land
offensive to smash Hamas’ terrorist infra-
structure, perhaps even reoccupying Gaza
for months on end.

Some Israeli Cabinet ministers favour
talking to Hamas and negotiating a long-
term ceasefire. The Egyptians also are

Hamas a crippling blow.

Olmert and Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni have been sending out feelers
over whether such an invasion could
be followed by a ceasefire monitored
by an international force, as happened
in Lebanon after the 2006 war.

Would any countries agree to send
troops into as dangerous a terrorist
hotbed as Gaza?

The chances are remote.

So some in the government, like
Labour minister Ami Ayalon, say the
focus should be on a long-term cease-
fire, even if it means talking to Hamas.

The idea isn’t far-fetched. Hamas
long has been signalling that it is
ready for a “hudna”, or temporary
ceasefire, with Israel.

Egyptian military intelligence chief
Omar Suleiman has been trying to put
together a prisoner exchange that
would include a long-term ceasefire
and the return of Shalit. Hamas lead-
ers see their holding of the Israeli sol-
dier as an insurance policy against
Israeli assassination. Should they free
him, these leaders would want a guar-

working behind the scenes on a ceasefire
deal that would include a prisoner
exchange involving Cpl Gilad Shalit, the
Israeli soldier held captive in Gaza since a
cross-border attack in June 2006.

The Israeli operation in Gaza that conclud-
ed on Monday, was the result of several fac-
tors.

In targeting Ashkelon, Hamas had crossed a
red line, compelling Israel to respond in Kkind.
But Israel also wanted to break what had
become an unacceptable routine equation:
Hamas fires intermittently at Israeli targets
and, after Israel retaliates, the Islamist organ-
isation showers down dozens of rockets to
deter the army from harsher measures or
retaliating anew.

This allowed Hamas to call the shots and
make it appear as though Israel was the
aggressor and Hamas was only retaliating.

Last Friday, however, Israel sent ground
troops into a sensitive area between Beit
Hanoun and the Jabaliya refugee camp in
northern Gaza often used as a launching pad
for Qassam rockets.

Although limited in scope, it was a much
larger Israeli operation than past raids. As the
soldiers fought in tough urban conditions, the
Israeli Air Force hit rocket workshops and
squads, a truck carrying 160 shells and sym-
bols of Hamas authority, including the offices
of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, the deposed
Palestinian Authority prime minister.

By the time the troops pulled out on
Monday morning, an estimated 100
Palestinians had been killed, most of them
combatants but civilians as well. Israel lost

An Israeli fighter helicopter fires flares over
Gaza during Israel’s escalated operation.

cowed, Hamas continued firing rockets,
including Grad missiles, at Ashkelon.

Now Israel is considering ratcheting up
the military pressure on Hamas even fur-
ther.

Over the weekend, Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert authorised the targeting of all
Hamas leaders, including Haniyeh.

Another option under discussion would
see Israeli artillery batteries fire back at
the sites of rocket fire within seconds of
every rocket launching. This could cause
considerable civilian casualties, since rock-
et launchers often fire from heavily popu-
lated urban areas.

Israel’s deputy prime minister, Haim
Ramon, is pushing for this kind of
response. He says it would be highly effec-
tive and that it is within the bounds of
international law.

“The rocket launchers are war criminals,
deliberately firing at civilians,” he said.
“International law allows the party
attacked to fire back at the precise area
from which they are shooting.”

On Monday, top Israeli decision makers
met with leading jurists for a legal ruling.

Whether or not this controversial tactic
is adopted, more sharp ground operations,
like the one just concluded, are likely.

If all this fails to deter Hamas, Defence
Minister Ehud Barak suggested the next
step would be a major ground invasion of

antee that they would not be targeted.

What does all this mean for the
peace process?

After announcing on Sunday that he
was suspending Annapolis follow-up peace
talks with Israel to protest its action in
Gaza, Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas on Monday offered to
negotiate a ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas.

Meanwhile, his Fatah faction staged
violent demonstrations against Israel in
the West Bank and Jerusalem. All this
was designed to show that Abbas is not
an Israeli stooge, as Hamas leaders
charge.

Still, Abbas would not be unhappy to see
Israel topple his Hamas rivals in Gaza,
paving the way for his return to power
there. Indeed, some Israeli peace advocates
see this as the only realistic way forward:
Topple Hamas so that Abbas can make
peace for all of the Palestinians.

Ayalon and others on the left argue that
this is unrealistic. They maintain that the
way forward is through a ceasefire that
would block Hamas from undermining
Abbas’ peace efforts. Hamas might well
use the ceasefire to build up its arsenal of
weapons, but Israel could use that same
time to develop a system to intercept rock-
ets and neutralise the Hamas threat - and
to make peace with Abbas.

What Hamas fears most, Ayalon says, is
a peace deal with Israel that would erode
the wide popular support it now enjoys.
(JTA)
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KATY CHANCE
EDITOR: THE WEEKENDER TRAVEL &
FOOD JOURNAL

I HAVE to respond to what I find malicious
and uninformed comments by your writer
(Jocelyn Hellig) about my article on
Auschwitz-Birkenau in the Weekender
Travel & Food journal of January 26 2008,
essentially a travel piece (as Auschwitz is a
museum and a place of “dark tourism”). I
attempted to simply take readers “on the
tour” with me.

She (Hellig) wondered how I would
“approach” Auschwitz 63 years later; it
was in a travel section; I was writing about
the tour of a museum as a tourist.

That is how it was approached which was
rather obvious.

The fact that she feels the “intended
annihilation of the Jews” was “obscured”
under the “crimes against humanity”
rubric - her quotes, I used the expression
“man’s inhumanity to man” - is ridiculous.

She says I barely mentioned the word
“Jew”. It was mentioned nine times - and
assuming an intelligent and informed audi-
ence, as one always must, how can she pos-
sibly believe this needs to be pointed out
more than that in the context of speaking
about Auschwitz?

The “trivial” heading - On a clear day
you can see Birkenau - was intended to be
bleak in its usage, which people felt it to be.
A melodramatic headline, in my opinion,
detracts from the genuine horror of
Auschwitz; to play on the “clear day” of the
photographs and Birkenau being a short
walk away, was also deliberate.

Hellig seems to think I “saw” little “in
the sense of true understanding” of
Auschwitz; this is typical religious arro-
gance. I was there as a visitor; it is not
incumbent on visitors to understand all of
Jewish history, nor to identify with it.

I’'m afraid that Auschwitz does belong to
the world, not just the Jews (although
Hellig manages to dismiss the deaths of
other groups there). And understanding
what happened at Auschwitz is not diffi-
cult; understanding the horror of it when it
is right in front of you, is not hard. Even
non-Jews are repulsed by (it), something
Hellig seems loathe to acknowledge.

To make Auschwitz only for and by Jews,
as Ms Hellig seems to want, is to alienate
non-Jews, which is to make what happened
in the Holocaust and at Auschwitz less
important and less exposed - which would
be a great pity.

Hellig talks about my article being
“informed” by “Auschwitz (being) the
world’s most successful and popular
tourist destination” - this is a misquote by
her. What I said was: “THE Polish have
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accepted that Auschwitz has become their
country’s most successful tourist destina-
tion. Its most popular, if you will. They nod
quickly and acceptingly when you say
you’re seeing it tomorrow, or saw it yester-
day, but do not engage in conversation
about it.

“That Poland is home to the modern
world’s ultimate house of horrors does not
make them garrulous; it makes them quiet-
ly sad.”

This was in acknowledgement of the
pain the Poles have to live with, with
Auschwitz sitting in their back yard.
Hardly a glib comment.

Hellig quotes my response to “one
Jewish woman in our group” apologising
for our “having to see this”.

Hellig then, bizarrely, says I “deride” the
woman. The woman is a friend, and her
“ownership” of something that is so uni-
versally disgusting - it would be disgusting
if it was only Catholics or the Irish, say -
who were killed at Auschwitz did make me
angry, tempered by sadness. This is a per-
sonal response and one I am entitled to.

Hellig seems to think there can be only
one genuine response to Auschwitz: hers.

Hellig then says it’s a matter of history,
not ownership. I couldn’t agree more! She
contradicts herself totally with this com-
ment - first I don’t say “Jew” often enough
but “hide” under Auschwitz’s universality
- then she condemns me for confirming the
universality of its history of horror rather
than agreeing that Jews should “own” the
Auschwitz experience.

She seems to think the article should be
“about the Holocaust” and Hitler’s grand
scheme - instead of a travel article about
the horrors of the place that is Auschwitz.
It was a personal experience - mine, not
hers; Ms Hellig is obviously free to write
what she feels is the “true” and only valid
response to Auschwitz.

She says “by far the majority of those
slaughtered at Auschwitz were Jews”. 1
said in my article: “While the exact figures
are unknown, we are told that about 1,5
million people died at Auschwitz Birkenau,
90 per cent of them Jews.”

So, Hellig is simply repeating what I
acknowledged, even though she manages
to imply that I didn’t

I said exactly what she does - although
the tenor of her article suggests I didn’t -
that on arrival (but only after 1943, unless
the Auschwitz guides do not know their
own history): “Non-Jews with some
strength left in them were tattooed and
sent to work. Those between 12 and 16
were considered old enough to be used as
labour.

“Young children of all nationalities
were Killed immediately, as were all Jews

113

-

March of the Living participants pass through the gates of Auschwitz on May 5, 2005.

Hellig holds no copyright over Auschwitz

. -

It reads ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ - work makes free. (PHOTO: CHANAN TIGAY/JTA)

by 1943. They went from the train directly
to the gas chambers, which is why the
hair, shoes, suitcases and piles of specta-
cles are so important. They are all that
remain of those who didn’t even warrant a
number.”

Hellig’s piece seems to be about promot-
ing Jewishness and bashing any article
about Auschwitz that doesn’t beat this
drum.

Deriding another’s experience because it
doesn’t tie in with one’s own, is a trite and

all-too-easy form of writing and I am stag-
gered that this nasty column has managed
to diminish my own experience of
Auschwitz - for not being “Jewish” enough!

I have to reiterate: articles such as Ms
Hellig’s only alienate non-Jews from the
Holocaust’s history and may make them
think twice about visiting Auschwitz,
something I feel would be a real tragedy.

Then again, she couldn’t be bothered to
get my name right, calling me Kathy
Chance.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

GERMANY URGES PROPORTIONAL RESPONSE

BERLIN - Germany has stood up for
Israel's right to self-defence with a caveat:
Don't overdo it.

Israel is justified in trying to stop rock-
et attacks launched from the Gaza Strip,
Germany's government spokesman
Thomas Steg told reporters on Monday.
He also said Germany welcomed the news
that Israel had ended a five-day operation
in the territory that killed approximately
100 Palestinians.

Foreign ministry spokesman Martin
Jager said Israel should "try to be propor-
tional" in its response, according to an
Associated Press report.

The escalation of attacks from Gaza
comes as Israel prepares to mark its 60th
anniversary. In recognition of this mile-
stone anniversary, German Chancellor
Angela Merkel is to arrive on March 16 in
Jerusalem for the first joint Cabinet
meeting between Germany and Israel -
something she hopes to make an annual
event.

German Development Minister Heide-
marie Wieczorek-Zeul recently held talks
with officials in Israel and the
Palestinian territories aiming to under-
score Germany's interest in promoting
stability in the region. (JTA)

JEWISH CEMETERY VANDALISED IN UKRAINE

BERDICHEYV - Several graves and the bur-
ial site of an 18th century rabbi were van-
dalised in Ukraine on Monday.

Swastikas and Nazi slogans were spray-
painted on the walls of the ohel of Rabbi
Levi Itzhak at the Jewish cemetery in
Berdichev. The vandals also spray-painted

the Ukrainian nationalistic slogan.
Berdichev Jewish leaders said they
believed it was the same vandals who
spray-painted swastikas on the ohel's wall
and shattered its windows last Saturday.
Local police are investigating the case.
No arrests have been reported. (JTA)
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Artscape, Cape Town: In the
Arena, “Piaf: A Passionate
Life” by Daniéle Pascal-Rubin.
March 11-22. (021) 975-2566.

Civic Theatre, Braamfon-
tein: Verdi’s “Aida” staged by
Opera Africa, March 14-22 in
the Nelson Mandela. The
Actors’ Centre presents “Ro-
meo and Juliet” in the Tesson,
until March 23. In the People’s
Theatre, “The Wizard of Oz”,
until April 19. (011) 877-6800.

Dance Umbrella: At Dance
Factory, Wits, Market Theatre
and UJ Arts Centre, until
March 16. Programme hotline:
072-703-9332.

Emmarentia Dam, Emma-
rentia: “Blues Jazz and Roots
Festival” on March 15; acts
include Tidal Waves, Robin
Auld, Sid Kitchen, Dan
Patlansky. (012) 346-2011.

Fried Contemporary, Bro-
oklyn: New paintings by
Lance Friedlande, March 8-29.
(012) 346-0158.

King David High School,
Victory Park: “Charley’s
Aunt”, directed by Joseph
Gerassi and Renos Spanoudes,
on March 9, 11 and 13. (011)
446-7860.

Linder Auditorium, Park-
town: March 12, 13, Ruth
Ziesak (soprano), Reinhold
Friedrich (trumpet) and the
JPO, conducted by Noam Zur
perform works by JS Bach,
Haydn and Mahler. (011) 789-
2733.

Market, Newtown: In the
Barney Simon, a revival of
William Kentridge’s “Woyzeck
on the Highveld”, until March
30. (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, Robin Auld’s “Only
in it for the money”, until
March 23. “Swan Lake on Ice”
with the Imperial Ice Stars in
Teatro, until April 6. (011) 511-
1988.

National Children’s Thea-
tre, Parktown: “Beatrix
Potter’s Peter Rabbit and
Friends”, directed by Joyce
Levinsohn, until April 26. (011)
484-1584.

0Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: “Best of
Mamba”, until March 15. On
Sundays, until March 23,
“Stand Up For Sundays” with
Mel Miller (011) 883-8606.

Sandton Convention Cen-
tre, Sandton: Joburg Art
Fair, March 13-16. (011) 482-
4459.

Victory Theatre, Orange
Grove: “Rocky Horror Show”,
directed by Maralin Vanrenen,
choreographed by Vicky
Friedman, until March 21.
(011) 728-9603.

Village Medical Centre,
Parktown North: “Eye in the
Centre”, a group show raising
funds for Readucate, until
March 11. 076-128-4722.
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Jews prominent among Naledi winners

PETER FELDMAN

RENOWNED THEATRE directors Yael Farber
and Alan Swerdlow were among the winners at
the 5th annual Naledi Theatre Awards this week.
Farber’s play “Molora” won three awards, while
Swerdlow’s critically acclaimed production of
“The 39 Steps” won two.

Other productions that were honoured on the
night with several awards were “Hairspray”
(4 awards), “Shirley Goodness and Mercy”
(3 awards), and “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf”
(2 awards).

The ceremony was held at the Lyric Theatre,
Gold Reef City Casino, on Monday and will be
televised on SABC 3 on Freedom Day, April 27, at
20:00.

The full list of winners were:

“The Lion King”: produced by Lebo M and
Pieter Toerien, directed by Julie Taymor - Best
Production of a Musical.

“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?: produced
by the Baxter Theatre and presented by Market
Theatre and State Theatre, directed by Janice
Honeyman - Best Production of a Straight Play.

“Shirley, Goodness and Mercy:” produced by
Baxter Theatre and presented by Market
Theatre, directed by Janice Honeyman, written
by Chris Van WyKk - Best New South African Play
produced.

“The 39 Steps”: produced by Pieter Toerien,
directed by Alan Swerdlow - Best Production of
a Revue/Solo Performance.

“Telling Stories”: produced by State Theatre,
written and directed by Mpumelelo Paul
Grootboom - Best Ensemble Production.

“Molora”: produced by The Farber Foundry
Production, created and directed by Yael Farber
- Best Production: Cutting Edge.
Kate Normington: “Hairspray” Best
Performance in a Musical (Female)
Harry Sideropoulos: “Hairspray” - Best
Performance in a Musical (Male)

Dorothy Ann Gould: “Molora” - Best
Performance by an Actress in a Lead Role (Play)

Sean Taylor: “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
- Best Performance by an Actor in a Lead Role
(Play)

Yael Farber: “Molora” - Best Director of a Play
or Musical

Janine Neethling & Zwai Bala: “Soweto
Story” - Best Musical Director/Score/
Arrangement

Shelley Adriaanzen: “Fiddler on the Roof” -
Best Original Choreography (Musical or Revue)

Mike Huff: “Hairspray” - Best Performance by an
Actor in a Supporting Role/Cameo: Play or
Musical

Bronwyn van Graan: “Shirley, Goodness and
Mercy” - Best Performance by an Actress in a
Supporting Role/Cameo: Play or Musical

Alan Committie: “Stressed to Kill” - Best Comedy
Performance (Male) (Play, Musical or Revue)

Fiona Ramsay: “Thoroughly Modern Millie” -
Best Comedy Performance (Female) (Play, Musical
or Revue)

Christo Davids: “Shirley, Goodness and Mercy” -
Best Performance by Newcomer/Breakthrough
(Male) {The Brett Goldin Trophy}

Elizca Coetzer: “Hairspray” - Best Performance
by Newcomer/Breakthrough (Female): The Brett
Goldin Trophy

Sasha Ehlers: “Grimm Tales” - Best Costume
Design

Lisa Younger: “Jutro” - Best Theatre Set Design

Michael Maxwell: “Triptych” - Best Theatre
Lighting Design

Lifetime Achievement awards were presented
to industry veterans Welcome Msomi, Miriam
Makeba and a posthumous award to Bill Flynn.

Drawing in monochrome with the substance of life

ROBYN SASSEN

INTERNATIONALLY and locally
respected artist Thea Soggot allows =
her work to evolve at its own, possi- y
bly unfashionable pace. Soggot will
be showing her new series “Deux
Tétes” at the Joburg Art Fair, in the
Sandton Convention Centre, from
March 13-16.

Educated in the 1970s at Wits
University, Soggot feels that expo-
sure to the work of Judith Mason
was a catalyst for her own develop-
ment. In the 1990s, she spent eight
months in the Cité Internationale
in Paris, honing her craft. This
brought her to realise “you do not
need to come up with a new idea all
the time”. Her work is seemingly
changeless; look closely.

Her medium for drawing is raw
mud. As poetic as charcoal, yet
softer and wilder, it stains the sur-
face of the paper and is malleable and erasable
unlike chemically-based substances.

At times her mud drawings appear like
watercolours. At times they are like sculpture.
The medium is subtle enough to show the
translucency of skin and robust enough to give
a muscular understanding of form. Her cur-
rent series is about relationships.

Who are these people? What are they think-
ing? We do not know. They are you and me -

& , \

“Deux Tétes” No IV. Magaliesburg mud on paper.

him and her - the binaries to a relationship
and vessels for spoken and unspoken dialogue.

The earth from Retief’s Farm in the
Magaliesburg is high in iron oxide. Visceral
and dense, it is like drawing with the sub-
stance of life, itself.

“There is healing value in the
Magaliesburg,” she says. “When I am in the
studio, my world stops moving.”

In 1984, she held a solo exhibition at the
Goodman Gallery. This was the last time she

was to work in colour. She became
aware of the greater subtleties to be had
in monochrome, but also the waste that
comes of working with pastel on paper.

Ten years later, she was working only
with raw, wet earth on paper. Nothing is
wasted. Everything that falls to the
ground as dust can be softened again
into mud, and reused.

She joined the “stable” of the Everard
Read Gallery last September. “Mark
Read and Mary-Jane Darroll manifest
respectfulness and warmth. I am so
happy to be able to produce something I
can believe in, in an environment that
believes in me.”

Soggot engages with her work with
humility, but she remains unapologeti-
cally pragmatic. Dignifying the voca-
tion of artist by earning a living from it
is important to her: she supplements
her income from sales of her work by
teaching.

Joburg Art Fair, the first of its kind in
this continent, and the first ever to specialise in
contemporary art from Africa, has been dubbed
the core of Johannesburg’s Art Week.

Throughout next week, visual art will be tout-
ed through the city with a focus on Sandton
Convention Centre, where 22 major galleries
will be represented. Joburg Art Fair is recog-
nised as a major way of bringing art into the
country, and certainly, of bringing buyers into
the fray.

FELDMAN ON
FILM

Peter Feldman

There Will Be Blood

Cast: Daniel Day-Lewis, Paul Dano, Dillon
Freasier, Ciaran Hinds, Kevin J O’Connor
Director: Paul Thomas Anderson

Daniel Day-Lewis gives one of the most rivet-
ing screen performances I’ve seen in years and
its no wonder he got the Oscar nod. It’s intense
and volcanic.

Without Day-Lewis there would be no film.
His magnetic presence is on screen for almost
the entire, lengthy production. He is the char-
acter around which “There is No Blood” is con-
structed.

Daniel Plainview was a complex and con-
flicted individual and not a nice person. But
he was instrumental in launching the

American oil industry.

Paul Thomas Anderson’s finely-honed study of
him is slow and detailed and there are lengthy
moments when very little occurs on screen.

The dialogue and atmosphere are strong compo-
nents in the presentation as we observe the intri-
cate mechanics of finding oil, the process of
retrieving it from the ground and the politics of
persuading landowners to part with their proper-
ty.

Based on Upton Sinclair’s 1927 novel Oil, “There
Will Be Blood” has the capacity to enthral, but
there are areas in which the focus is poor. There is
a clear conclusion but there one is left with a
strangely hollow feeling at the end.

The Savages

Cast: Laura Linney, Philip Seymour Hoffman,
Philip Bosco
Director: Tamara Jenkins

“The Savages” is a serious drama with shafts of
humour to lighten the load. It’s about painful fam-
ily dynamics and shows how a brother and a sister,

played with great effect by Philip Seymour
Hoffman and Laura Linney, deal with an ageing
father (Philip Bosco) who is fast sinking into
dementia.

Deep emotional scars, caused by their father
mistreating them as children, have to be over-
come in order for them to accept their new
responsibilities. It is thought-provoking cinema.

Sicko
Director and Writer: Michael Moore

“Sicko” is Oscar-winner Michael Moore’s fifth
full-length documentary and this time he turns
his attention to a hot American issue: health-
care. He points out how the system has broken
down and explains how other countries, such as
Canada, UK and France, have accomplished
what Americans have trouble doing. What is the
problem and how can it be fixed?

In his normal, in-your-face style, this rotund
filmmaker goes about pushing all the right but-
tons to get a reaction - and that’s what he does
best. This is an imminently watchable film.
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Sweet sounds for your ears

GWEN PODBREY

Breakfast on the Morning Tram by
Stacey Kent (EMI, R149,95)

LISTENERS old enough to remem-
ber Astrud Gilberto will find her
ghost in this quiet,
clever little album.

Kent’s voice is not
- @ memorable one,
nor does she attempt
anything beyond her
limitations. Yet her
bluesy, wistful style is oddly moving,
perhaps precisely because of its
understatement.

The CD includes three French
tracks - one of them the bitter-sweet
Gainsbourg number, “La Saison des
Pluies” - and a cynical, introspective
version of the Louis Armstrong clas-
sic, “What a Wonderful World”.

However, the album’s best offer-
ings are “So Many Stars”, “The Ice
Hotel” and a fabulous reworking of
“Hard-Hearted Hannah”.

John Parricelli on guitar and Jim
Tomlinson on tenor, alto and soprano
sax have as much to do with the
album’s appeal as its star. Good lis-
tening for late nights, over a solitary
drink and an old photo album.

Polish Spirit - Nigel Kennedy with
the Polish Chamber Orchestra, con-

ductor: Jacek Kaspszyk (EMI,
R159,99)
Every now and again,

one comes across a
gem of an album that i
one knows one will §&
listen to for the rest of
one’s life. This is it.
Some time ago, Kennedy came

across an extremely obscure work -
Emil Mlynarski’s dark, magnificent
Violin Concerto No 2in D, Op 6 - and
immediately planned to record it.
Indeed, he went further, including
with it the rhapsodic Violin Concerto
in A, Op 8 by Mieczyslaw Karlowicz,
who died tragically young.

Kennedy’s performance of both
works is sublime, with the spectacu-
lar virtuosity they require, as well as
the emotional gravitas to do them
full justice and the spiritual agility to
capture their loveliness.

Included on the album is Chopin’s
Nocturne No 9 and probably the
finest interpretation of Nocturne No
8 this reviewer has ever heard. A
magnificent homage to the Polish
repertoire, and a fitting showpiece
for one of the world’s most accom-
plished and inspiring violinists.

Hey, Eugene! by Pink Martini (Heinz
Records, R159,95)

Probably the ultimate in fusion
albums, this light-hearted, irrever-
ent album draws on Spanish,
French, English, Russian. Japanese
and even Arabic songs to celebrate
romance, passion and possessive-

ness.

Vocalist China
| Forbes - who herself
penned several of
the numbers and
lyrics, including the
title track - has the
chutzpah, versatility and technical
skill to carry her with ease from one
culture to another.

Pink Martini - using predominant-
ly strings, harp, piano and congas -
swing between tempi with flair,
reverting occasionally to Sixties-like

arrangements to recall a lost era of
innocence. Tremendous fun, for those
who enjoy lounge music with a differ-
ence.

Rejoice by Katherine Jenkins
(Universal Music, R179,95)

If you are a fan of Sarah Brightman,
you are probably also one of Welsh
soprano Katherine Jenkins. However,
while Jenkins’ voice is almost celes-
tially pure and dulcet, with impecca-
ble control, her performance lacks
either passion or depth.

This lightweight album has been
carefully compiled to emphasise her
near-coloratura range, but after four
or five tracks, one wearies of
Jenkins’ saccharine and longs for a
little more warmth. Astonishingly
for one whose voice is not powerful,
she also attempts the old Shirley

Bassey classic, “I Who Have
Nothing” - minus any of its dramatic
potential.

She fares rather [¥
better on Leonard g
Bernstein’s “Some-
where”, and on
“How do You Leave |
the One You Love?”,
but the album’s only real highlight
is a beautiful and thoughtful rendi-
tion of Seal’s hit, “Kiss From a
Rose”.

Jenkins has taken care to include
as many pictures of herself as possi-
ble - some of them provocative - in
order to show off her supermodel
looks. However, eye-candy cannot
compensate for substance - at least,
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not for long. A

pleasant, but
somewhat vac-
uous offering.

A delightful Rocky Horror

Show: Rocky Horror Show
Cast: Brendan van Rhyn, Lyall Ramsden,
Tamara Dey, Ryan Flynn, Clayton Heroldt,

Lorri Glajchen, Dolly Louw, Neville
Thomas, Mark Richardson, Jonathan
Swart

Choreographer: Vicky Friedman
Musical Director: Clifford Cooper
Director: Maralin Vanrenen

Venue: Victory Theatre, Louis Botha
Avenue

Until: March 21

REVIEWED BY PETER FELDMAN

THE FIRST time I succumbed to the spooky
magic of the “Rocky Horror Show” was at
the atmospheric King’s Road Theatre in
Chelsea, London, in August, 1974.

I really knew nothing about the show
and the sight of those creepy looking crea-
tures, all resembling escapees from
Frankenstein’s lair, walking among us in
the foyer, did little to assuage my uneasi-
ness.

The show, of course, was a mind-blowing
experience and on my return to South
Africa I constantly raved about it in my
newspaper columns.

Over the years I have been fortunate to
re-live the experience, thanks to a number
of stage productions, as well as that
groundbreaking film, “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show”, with Tim Curry, Barry
Bostwick, Susan Sarandon, Meat Loaf and
author Richard O’Brien as the immortal
Riff Raff.

The revamping (no pun intended) of the
Victory Theatre has provided entrepreneur
Joe Theron with an ideal opportunity to
bring Rocky to life again. Dig him out and
show him off to a new generation.

The new theatre, which brings the audi-
ence close to the performers, is perfect for
the staging and on opening night it seemed
almost everybody got into the mood and did
a jump to the left.

Maralin Vanrenen’s visualisation of an

AR

iconic stage creation looks fresh and
spunky and is dressed up in wonderful new
threads.

The cast fire the musical to life and the
heckling between audience members and
the snooty narrator, Neville Thomas, adds
to the vibe.

The key role of Frank ‘n’ Furter, the
transsexual with the musical bite, is given
fresh tones by long-legged Brendan van
Rhyn, the actor who made such an impres-
sion with audiences in “Mile High with
Cathy Specific”.

He injects the energy it needs and it
infects the rest of the cast. He makes this
character his very own - and it’s a stupen-
dous feat.

That wholesome twosome, Brad and
Janet, played by an appropriately geeky
Ryan Flynn and a sexy Lorri Glajchen, are
in good voice and shape up nicely in their
characters, while Lyall Ramsden does a
Riff Raff without that sinister factor.

Tamara Day, as Magenta, and Dolly
Louw as Columbia also enhance the show
with their musical flair.

The well-toned Charles Atlas-type Rocky
(Clayton Herold) is a feast for female eyes,
while Mark Richardson (Dr Everard Scott)
and Jonathan Swart (Eddie) though given
smallish roles, command the stage with
their presence and certainly leave a mark.

This “Rocky Horror Show” is punctuated
with many striking Maralin Vanrenen
touches and these can be found in the
inspired groupings and economic use of
the stage. The lighting and sound and the
set all added to the overall illusion.

I liked the snap and sharpness of Vicky
Friedman’s choreography and Margo
Fleisch’s costumes captured the decadence
and fun that helped make Rocky such a
favourite.

This is a vibrant and flamboyant show,
the pace is fast and furious and this cast do
not disappoint in any department. Fish net
stockings and suspenders are back - and
you had better believe it!

NOW AVAILABLE

At Jewish book stores ... soon to be released into
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The Editor, Suite 175, Postnet X10039, Randburg, 2125 email: carro@global.co.za

Disclaimer

The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to
be expressed. Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the editor, staff or directors of the Jewish Report

Guidelines for letters

Letters up to 400 words will get preference. Please provide your full first name and surname,
place of residence, and a daytime contact number. We do not publish letters under noms de
plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or shortened.

AN ‘ERRONEOUS UNDERSTANDING OF DIVERSITY’

IT IS not often that I bother to react to what
Iread in the Jewish Report, but this week I
found myself compelled to comment on
two articles that are based on erroneous
understanding of diversity.

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan (dean of Torah
Academy) tells us that Torah Academy is
not only for the frum (which is probably
true as long as they are prepared to obey
the school rules) and that “the programme
is diverse”.

I am not sure what Rabbi Hazdan means
by diversity. For me diversity does not
mean cycling down to Durban with “tzitzit
flying in the wind” - this is good sports-
manship rather than diversity. Diversity
means encouraging pupils to contemplate
and engage with different points of view, to
appreciate and respect Jewish pluralism
and other ways of being Jewish.

I do appreciate the Lubavitch approach
of Ahavat Israel and Keruv Nefashot, and I
do not belittle the excellent work that they
are doing for the community, but advertis-
ing their school programme as diverse is a
marketing device that can mislead
unaware parents

In David Saks’s article he speaks about
bringing back the “Servants of Almighty
for whose Torah the Jewish people have
throughout history been prepared to die”.
(Is he suggesting that Joseph Trumpeldor
was one of them?)

Saks quotes a line from a radio hit:
“HaDag Nachash is making Zionist Hip
Hop” which re-examines the major narra-
tive of Zionism. He uses this line as an
example of the “kind of culture the Israeli

youth are imbibing” and asks: “How can
one expect them (Israeli youth) to succeed
against the kind of highly motivated, well
armed and wholly merciless enemies” etc...

It seems that Saks is unaware that there
are many Israelis who are neither
“Servants of Almighty”, nor “Amalek-like
scoffers”, and who have sacrificed much to
allow many “Servants of Almighty” to
have a good life in Israel.

Israeli culture respects diversity and the
Israeli hip hop is a democratic tool for
questioning and challenging Israeli identi-
ty in general, and its Zionistic core specifi-
cally. It is a common aesthetic platform
that gives a voice to Zionism, post-Zionism
and anti-Zionism.

The Jewish Report claims to provide
opportunity for the expression of diverse
opinions. But while it is very careful not to
publish any opinion that might be inter-
preted as an attack on Orthodoxy, it does
not apply the same kind of censorship
when it comes to an attack on secular
Israeli culture.

Dr Chaya Herman
Johannesburg

To equate Saks’s article, in conjunction
with Rabbi Hazdan’s comments as an erro-
neous interpretation of diversity and also
an attack on secular Israeli culture, is
stretching a point, to put it mildly.
Because we unashamedly are a forum for
diverse views, our letter writer seems to
object to viewpoints she finds unpalatable.
- Editor

DESPERATE NEED TO RETURN TO FAMILY VALUES

THE CRUCIAL statement in the article
dealing with the “Bill of Responsibilities”
as published in the SA Jewish Report of
February 22 2008, is the following: “That
there is a real thirst that existed in the
country for something that tackled the
issue of moral responsibility.”

That something should simply be a
return to family values and the responsi-
bility of parents to teach, to demonstrate,
and to practise with their offspring, moral
and ethical behaviour.

The proposed Bill of Responsibilities is
literally a puerile attempt to inculcate a
sense of responsibility among the youth of
today. It is instead a subconscious
acknowledgement that the parent-child
relationship has broken down and there is
now a desperate need for external help to
minimise, or hopefully, overcome this
threatening failure.

Words on a piece of paper are no substi-
tute for practical guidance and support in
the moral and ethical education of chil-
dren. This endeavour of verbal pronounce-
ments of morality, is doomed to non-per-
formance, and cannot, and will not replace
parental accountability in encouraging,
and if need be, enforcing child trustwor-
thiness in their dealings with their peers.

This government, in its stupidity, has
further destroyed the cohesion between
(parent) and child by promulgating a law
permitting, perhaps even indirectly
encouraging, 12-year-old girls to seek med-
ical treatment regarding contraception
and abortion without consultation with, or

permission from their parents.

This can only encourage an ethos of
deceit and a further negation, if not
destruction, of the interpersonal relation-
ship and trust between parents and their
children. This intended Bill of
Responsibilities fails to address this disas-
trous litigation.

What is required to instil a sense of
moral and ethical respectability is to
accentuate the need to build and sustain
parent-child trust, honesty, confidence
and mutual respect. Sadly, many parents
have abrogated this responsibility.

Furthermore, to assist in this moral
dilemma, it is becoming increasingly vital
to reduce, and ultimately eliminate the
“peer pressure” of conformity and unifor-
mity in which all children wish to be “the
same”, irrespective of whether that behav-
iour pattern is unacceptable to that envis-
aged by individual adults, or community
standards.

Laws, and “commandments of behav-
iour” will not, and cannot replace the
“old, and trusted patterns” of caring and
conscientious parenting. The pressure for
survival in today’s human interpersonal
environment will not be alleviated by leg-
islative “hocus-pocus” but only by a
return to proven success of family values,
support, and encouragement. This is the
essential cog in the wheel of human
responsibility.

Dr Arnold Levin
Johannesburg

UNSKILLED STAFF OUR ACHILLES HEEL

I COMMENT on Dennis Davis’ article,
“Jews have a meaningful role in SA” in
which he writes about massive unemploy-
ment.

My question is: What could be more
meaningful than being an entrepreneur,
thereby creating new jobs? Moreover, pro-
viding skills which keep companies
afloat, thereby maintaining existing jobs.
What more can a man do?

The fly in the ointment, in my opinion,
is affirmative action, resulting in the loss
of skills. Note I do not refer to black or
white, coloured, Chinese, previously
advantaged or previously disadvantaged.

Righting past wrongs is a noble concept
and well meaning, but it is in this case

(affirmative action) it could have very
negative results. Just as Robert Mugabe
could not foresee the consequences of
distributing land to untrained farmers,
so our leaders couldn’t see the conse-
quence of attempting to operate a civil
service, an electricity commission, a
water reticulation system etc, without
adequate sKkills.

This is why our economy is growing at
5 per cent while China is growing at 10
per cent. We need to grow at 8 to 10 per
cent to absorb our approximately 25 per
cent unemployed.

John Brenner
Johannesburg

14 REASONS TO GO - A LA JACK SHNAIER

(IN RESPONSE to Rabbi Yossy
Goldman’s 14 reasons to stay in South
Africa.)

1.Divine Providence. I too believe in
Divine Providence. The fact that I came
from Grodno Poland as a one year old in
1930,with my parents, saved me from the
Holocaust. My grandmother, uncles,
aunts and cousins in South Africa all
perished.

2.Hard work never killed anyone, least
of all our wives. Women always live
longer than men.

3.In Melbourne, Australia I found a
stronger Yiddishkeit than in Johannes-
burg.

4.My grandchildren in England attend
a Jewish school. My grandchildren in
Australia attended Jewish schools and
mix with Jewish youth socially and with
all races in the outside world. My grand-
children in Israel attend very religious
schools. My grandchildren in South
Africa attend religious schools.

Even in South Africa I have seen
Jewish white girls marry non-Jews of all
colours and Jewish boys marrying non-
Jewish girls.

5.Peaceful? Rabbi Goldman is living in
another world. The fight between blacks
who have not and whites who have, takes
place daily, more viciously than in any
other part of the world.

6.What moral responsibility? The Jews
in Germany had moral responsibility in

the ‘20s and ‘30s and look what happened
to them.

7.1 would rather live in the boredom of
Brisbane than the hell of Hillbrow.

8.The question of support remains an
open question. Overseas the Jews only
support rugby and cricket, but I can
assure not for long.

9.1 do not agree with the rabbi. The sac-
rifice my wife and I make by not seeing
our children and grandchildren is worth
it. We are happy that they enjoy a less
stressful life. We believe they made the
right choice.

10.This is a problem. We enjoy nachas
from afar, but some parents of my age do
suffer from neglect from their children.
But this is few and far in between.

11.Migration puts a strain on marriage
in the beginning. Migration is hard. Try
removing a flower from its position and
plant it somewhere else; it either sprouts
up or dies. So too with a marriage under
new circumstances.

12.1 would rather make a dollar in com-
petition with a person of any race than
make R7 from underpaid and overworked
domestic servants.

13. Support is obtainable from your
South African Jewish groups.

14. No shul is irreplaceable; every shul
is the same house of worship.

Jack Shnaier
Johannesburg

LEBANON WAR: ISRAEL GOT THE BASICS WRONG

THE WINOGRAD Commission’s report
on the Lebanon War (or at least that part
which reached the public) largely
ignored two errors of military doctrine.

The first was that aircraft could fur-
nish close support to ground-troops in a
war of movement. Decades ago it became
obvious that jet aircraft are too fast, too
short a time in the air and too expensive
for a continuous series of short-term
objectives as in ground-fighting with
infantry and armour.

This led to a total misunderstanding of
the potential of fast-moving, fast-firing,
close-support artillery, as developed dur-
ing the Second World War. The 2006
attempt to silence Hezbollah’s rocket
launchers with Israel’s ancient 175mm
gun-howitzers (obtained from the US
before 1973) was a disaster.

These guns, slow to load and slow to lay
(ie to bring to bear on the target) were no
match for Hezbollah’s lorry-mounted
rocket-launchers. These fired their rock-
et-volleys with engines running, and had
been driven away long before the Israeli
shells landed.

This indicates poor staff-work at the
highest level, (in respect of weapon evalu-
ation, both own and the enemy’s) and
brings us to the second (and even more
fundamental) error: Did the Israelis still
remember the basic functioning of a gen-
eral staff?

Let me illustrate my question with a his-
torical example: When the Imperial
Germen Chief-Of-General-Staff, General
the Count Alfred von Schlieffen, was pen-
sioned in 1905 (he died in 1909), he had left
plans for every conceivable eventuality.
And these plans were not allowed to lie on
shelves, gathering dust.

Twice a year Von Schlieffen loaded
almost his entire general staff on a train,
on a so-called “stabsreise” (staff journey)
to suitable terrain, where these plans were
assiduously practised (in tactical exercis-
es without troops), reviewed and updated.

How does this compare with the technol-
ogy-drunk meanderings of Israel’s 2006
command-structures?

Julian Schragenheim
Pinelands

COME HOME, ISRAEL'S CALLING YOU!

I understand that the emigration debate is
raging among the South African Jewish
community and I thought I'd add my two
shekels worth.

We made aliyah from Johannesburg in
June 2006, leaving behind all our family,
friends, sprawling home and thriving busi-
ness, yet never before has my life felt so
complete.

Our weekends are spent not trawling
Sandton’s shopping malls, but deciding if
we should join friends on a tiyul to the Old
City of Jerusalem as we did this past week-
end or if we should head up to see the snow
in the Hermon as we did two weeks back.

I never worry when I arrive home to find
that my eight year old and 12 year old have
disappeared without leaving me a note, as I
know full well that they've walked to
friends or the local sports club or perhaps
they’re riding their bikes in one of the
many parks that surround our home.

And 20 months down the line, I feel warm
inside when everyone from the supermar-
ket cashier to the waitress to my neighbour

wishes me a Shabbat Shalom or Chag
Sameach.

I not only do not resent, but I actually
enjoy, sitting in a traffic jam on Erev Pesach
as I know the entire country is heading to a
Pesach Seder.

And T still thrill when I see falafel stand
owners and pizza parlours setting up succ-
ahs on the street outside their stalls on
Succoth.

Israel is not only an option for religious
Jews but is home to anyone with a Jewish
soul.

Together with 25 other English-speaking
women in my suburb, we have set up a
group to welcome fellow olim to Hod
Hasharon and surrounds and I'd be glad to
be in contact with anyone planning aliyah
or wanting to know more about my experi-
ence.

Hurry home! We already have the wel-
come mat out for you.

Lisa Brink
Hod Hasharon

Read the Jewish Report

e-paper on our website: www.sajewishreport.co.za
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Crystal Cruises ~ for affordable luxury cruising

Getaways to
recharge body
and soul

By Barrry Bilewitz

GETTING AWAY implies changing your location
to recuperate from your current situation - to
recharge your batteries, take a well-earned break
after experiencing the stress of daily living. This is
a necessity if you are going to continue to func-
tion as optimally as you need to.

Getaways mean different things to different
people. For some, a restful stay at an Umhlanga
timeshare resort, re-installing your tan on the
beach without having to concern yourself with
work, cooking or washing, is an ideal way to revi-
talise your system.

Others enjoy exploring mountains on foot or in
a 4 x 4. And then there are the many culture buz-
zards that thrive on museums and historical
sites.

Many of us are multi-faceted travellers who
take trips to Israel to snorkel at Ras Muhammed,
climb the snake path at Masada in the dark to
watch the sunrise, visit Sfat and Yad Vashem,
float on the Dead Sea and work on a kibbutz for
a while.

Getting away is all about benefiting from the
experience of change. More and more people
are taking a few short breaks to local destina-
tions during the year, and one or two overseas
trips. This has the benefit of relieving stress often
and a weekend getaway immediately after an
overseas family visit, does wonders for the equi-
librium. Planning a getaway well in advance, is
essential especially if your destination is a popu-
lar one and you plan to go there during peak
periods. This equally applies to vacationing dur-
ing school holidays or attending a rock concert
at the Grahamstown Festival.

While most booking - tickets, hotels, car
rental, etc - can be done over the internet, there
are advantages to paying a little more and using
a reputable travel agent, especially if you haven’t
done a lot of traveling. Their knowledge of
required documentation (visas etc) tips regarding
hotels, car hire and locations of interest, will help
you have a really enjoyable experience.

Remember, the less the airline ticket costs, the
more restrictive it is - dates may not be changed,
ticket may not be cancelled, etc. The only time |
use the internet for booking, is when | visit fami-
ly or friends overseas and | know that my accom-
modation and transport is taken care of.

Insurance is a vital part of your travel costs.
Losing luggage is inconvenient and upsetting.
Medical care cover is critical. To be incapacitat-
ed without sufficient funds to get good treat-
ment, is a definite no-no.

Continued overleaf

AS FAMILY and multigenerational travel continues
on its meteoric rise, Crystal Cruises is unveiling a
“Mediterranean Memories” family package, which
features a host of highly attractive amenities,
including one complimentary berth accommoda-
tion for every 10 paid berths.

The programme, which is available on virtually all
Crystal Serenity itineraries from May 19 to October
30, also includes pre-paid gratuities for the group,
$100 per person shipboard credits, one group
portrait per stateroom, free third berths for guests
aged 17 and under and a $500 credit toward a
Crystal Private Adventure of $2 500 or more.

“Year-to-year, the popularity of family and muilti-
generational travel continues to soar,” says George
Argyropoulos, managing director of Cruises
International which represents Crystal in South
Africa.

“In tandem with this growth is the changing def-
inition of what ‘family’ means. We see close-knit
multigenerational families, as well as reunions,
smaller family units of parents with children - and
those people who view their friends as their true
family.”

As an additional incentive, for new bookings
made by March 31, 2008, the luxury line is offering
10 per cent off all verandah and non-verandah
staterooms and five per cent off penthouse
accommodations for virtually all of Crystal
Serenity’s European cruises departing May 19
through September 5.

The promotion offers savings of up to $1 650
per couple on 10 cruises leaving from Rome,
Venice, Athens, Barcelona and Monte Carlo.

Crystal’s luxury ships provide guests of all ages
with an eclectic mix of activities and amenities -
both on land and on board. Its acclaimed chil-
dren’s activities and programmes include a fully

supervised Junior Activities Programme for kids
ages 17 and under on summer voyages; and
Fantasia, the ship’s dedicated children’s playroom,
which is outfitted with games, craft materials, Sony
Playstation® and Xbox 360TM video games, and
personal computers with entertainment and edu-
cational software.

The “Mediterranean Memories” family package
applies to all Mediterranean voyages aboard
Crystal Serenity, excluding the May 7 and August

24 departures, for bookings made by September
30, 2008.

Crystal Cruises’ 2008 Mediterranean season
features more overnight calls, including Venice,
Sorrento, Monte Carlo, Istanbul and Athens and
extended time in port, as well as a maiden call in
Albania.

On seven- to 12-day itineraries, guests can
explore the Mediterranean’s most sought after
destinations in the ltalian Riviera, French Riviera,
Greek isles and the Dalmatian and Turkish coasts.
As many as nine different port cities in five coun-
tries are featured on a single voyage.

Crystal Serenity’s Mediterranean voyages are
priced from $2 995 per person, double occu-
pancy.

Aboard the ultra-luxurious Crystal Symphony
and Crystal Serenity, refined elegance meets casu-
al simplicity. With an emphasis on innovative prod-
uct differentiation, the renowned Crystal experi-
ence is distinguished by classic service, abundant
space, extensive choices and superior quality, pro-
viding worldwide vacations that bridge the best of
land and sea.

Grounded in more than a decade of accolades,
Crystal has been voted “World’s Best” by the read-
ers of Travel + Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler
more than any other cruise line, hotel or resort in
history.

e For additional information, contact Just
Cruising on (011) 483-1997 or 082-893-7613.
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Experience the Mediterranean this year in pampered luxury
- 5t. Mark’s Basilica, the Acropolis, The Colasseum, Renaissance masterpieces and so

much mare!

May 30 - Venice to Athens - fares from
June & - Athens to Venice - fares from

June 13 - Venice to Barcelona - fares from
June 25 - Barcelona te Venice - fares from

July 7 - Venice to Athens - fares from
July 19 - Athens to Rome - fares fram
July 31
August 24 - Athens to Rome - fares from

September 5 - Rome to Venice - fares from
Fare apples to Category C on Crystal Serenity. Promotional savings vary by category.

Telephone: 011 483 1997

E-mail: info@justcruising.co.za * Web: www.justcruising.co.za

Raymond 082 893 7613 » Les 0B2 801 8684

CRYSTAL

- Mante Carle to Venice - fares from

5 E 5§

S0 §2995
53440 §2995
55095 $4585
S5195 $44675
L5740 55146
L5740 55146
SE7A0 5144
SE7A0 £51664
L3446 2995
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Finding PARKING a nightmare at 0 R TAMBO?

Executive Carport has the perfect solution for you.

We have been offering the convenience of valet parking for 10 years and are the only ACSA approved valet parking operator.
Go to: executivecarport.co.za or call 011 390 2062 for more info or to make a reservation.

Use this original voucher to claim 20% discount when next you travel.
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Beat the rat race with South

GET OUT of the rat race - at least for a week or even
just for a weekend. With SunBreaks from Southern
Sun, you can book a holiday that will not only revive
you, but will restore the fun factor in your life.
SunBreaks is not just any holiday package, it's a get-
away designed around your specific lifestyle, so it's
guaranteed to satisfy every taste and every need. Our
weekend and holiday packages offer a huge variety
of leisure experiences that are available throughout
the year, countrywide, and at affordable prices.

Romantic getaways

The mountains, beaches, cafés and winelands,
make Cape Town our pick for the perfect romantic
getaway. Stay at either the luxurious Southern Sun
The Cullinan or at the equally impressive Southern
Sun Cape Sun, in the heart of the CBD and over-
looking Table Mountain and Table Bay.

Mountain escapes

Head for the Drakensberg for the clean mountain air
and the seclusion of the Drakensberg Sun, situated
high in Cathkin Peak. Put on those hiking boots,
climb on a horse, or go trout fishing. Pure bliss.

Bush retreats
There's nothing quite like the South African bush.

Escape to the Sabi River Sun, situated on the
banks of the tranquil Sabie River and surrounded
by the scenic-splendour of the Lowveld. Enjoy a
round of golf on the championship-designed golf
course, visit the famous Kruger National Park or
just relax alongside the pool.

Beach breaks

All our hotels in Durban lie along the illustrious
Golden Mile and overlook the azure Indian Ocean.
They have easy access to beaches and entertain-
ment facilities too. Durban is also the ideal desti-
nation for that family getaway with the kids. Or
choose the friendly city of Port Elizabeth; the
Garden Court Kings Beach is situated on the main
beachfront road, directly opposite beaches popu-
lar for swimming and watersports.

Sport and adventure
Cape Town, the Mother City, is one extreme
mama. You can hike up Table Mountain and abseil
down it. Or, go cage diving with white sharks.
There's SO much to do, we'll help you choose.
Southern Sun's Waterfront hotel offers spacious
accommodation for adults and kids, and there's a
special kiddy buffet selection. Or choose the more
affordable Garden Court Eastern Boulevard or

Customised Itineraries
Vacation Planning
Foreign Exchange
Airport Transfers
Accommodation
Travel Insurance
Shuttle Services
Luxury Cruises
Air Tickets
Rail Tours
Bus Tours
Car Hire
Visas

TAG

LiLs

Garden Court De Waal - both have easy access to
the many scenic routes in Cape Town.

Southern Sun's SunBreaks offer amazing
value for money, 365 days a year. Rates include
breakfast, plus kids under 18 sharing accom-
modation with parents, stay and eat free.
Choose from a range of three, four and five star
hotels around the country for your ideal
SunBreaks getaway.

ern Sun’s SunBreaks

e V/isit southernsun.com for regular information
on leisure packages, and if you want to be the first
to enjoy these great discounts, enrol as a
SunBreaks member via the website, or call un on
0861 44 77 44 or e-mail us: Contactus@southern-
sun.com

Book now and enjoy up to 50 per cent off your
long-weekend stay between April 25 and May 5.
Visit www.southernsun.com for more information.

CLAUDIA'S TRAVEL is well known and
respected in the Jewish community for the
extensive knowledge and care applied to each
client's travel requirements. Claudia's Travel is
in fact a One-Stop-Travel-Shop. All aspects of
your travel arrangements are conveniently
taken off your hands

They are experts in business travel, with a
variety of incentive travel options. The Travel
Assignment Group (TAG) was founded by
Jonathan Gerber, the previous CEO of the
Tourvest Outbound Division. The rationale
behind this venture is that it was felt that there
was a dearth of mid-sized travel companies
that could provide quality service and travel
management.

The success of the travel industry is based
on quality individuals and these are the people
that the Travel Assignment Group has invested
in to run its various business units.

Gerber and Claudia Camarda with a com-
bined experience in the travel industry of over
40 years, have formed a dynamic partnership
in the belief that the industry needs a vibrant
mid-sized travel group that is flexible, but still

Claudia's Travel joins the
Travel Assignment Group

Claudia Camarda, MD of Claudia’s Travel
and Jonathan Gerber, Director of TAG.

provides value and quality customer care.
Each of the group's divisions focuses on a
niche section of the travel industry. If you want
to get away for the Pesach holidays or have an
opportunity to take a break at the last minute,
why not pop in to their new premises at:
Edinburgh Gate, Ground Floor - Hyde Lane
Cnr William Nichol & Jan Smuts Ave, Hyde
Park.
Or give them a call on (011) 759-5160.
You'll be so glad you did.

Getaways to recharge body and soul

Continued From page 15

A superior travel policy will cater for first class
medical treatment, adjustment or replacement
costs to your ticket, and the cost of getting a
family member to your bedside. Read the policy
carefully before accepting it.

It sometimes happens that we send our chil-
dren overseas unaccompanied. When booking,
find out what the particular airline’s processes
and policies are regarding children flying alone.
Arrive at the airline’s departure counter earlier
than necessary and ensure that the child is met
by the ground staff of the airline.

Although most airlines will not release a child

Your experienced
travel advisor

Mike Levy

011 882-8107
082 679-0706

at the destination lounge to a person without
positive identification, | strongly suggest that the
child has a large clear photograph of this person
to enable ground staff at arrivals to be sure that
this is in fact the correct individual.

Local can really be lekker. Many of the upmar-
ket game lodges that cater to overseas clientele,
are now offering advantageous rand packages
to South African residents. Some of these
lodges even offer a round of golf on their estate.

Beside these luxurious venues, there are other
more rustic spots.

Our beaches are among the best in the world,
and so are some of our resorts.

The KwaZulu-Natal coast has ideal weather
for most of the year and Cape Town is breath-
taking from late November to end February. You
can fish for trout in Dullstroom and shark off the
Indian Ocean coastline, watch the A1 Grand Prix
on the streets of Durban or ride a quadbike up
the Maluti mountains.

Within a 100 kilometre radius of Johannes-
burg you can go down a mineshaft, fly a hang
glider in the Magaliesberg, visit the snake park,
row a boat on a lake, water-ski on the Vaal River
and enjoy a spa bath at one of our numerous
health resorts.

If you want to experience the thrill of the wild,
visit the Lion & Rhino Park near Krugersdorp on
the West Rand. You may even get to see a pair
of lions maul the tyres of a 4 x 4. | did.






