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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Lechayim! - To life

STILL HUNG over from Purim?
Here’s a sober thought on the
Parsha. Hashem speaks to
Aaron warning him and the
priestly family not to drink wine
nor strong drink when they
enter the Tent of Meeting
(Leviticus 10:9).

Da’at Zekeinim comments that
according to one tradition the
forbidden Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil was a vine. The
consequence of Adam and Eve’s
disobedience when they partook
of the forbidden fruits in the
Garden of Eden was to forfeit
their originally intended gift
from Hashem of eternal life.

Some 2 500 years later after the
giving of the Torah, the priests
were supposed to lead the
Jewish people along the upright
path back to the utopia of eter-
nal life.

A priest who performed his
religious functions while intoxi-
cated, may be regarded as one
leading his people along the path
of death rather than the path of
life. (The Torah regards this
infringement very seriously,

PARSHAT
SHEMINI

Rabbi llan Ra'anan
Bnei Akiva Shul

drink from joy and pleasure
and not as a means of drowning
our SOrrows.

Although euthanasia is quite
a recently coined term, the con-
cept of finding an easier death
for one about to die, already
existed in the Talmud 1 500
years ago. Limited euthanasia
was prescribed for one who was
sentenced to death.

The Torah instructs us not to

prescribing possible capital

punishment for the offender!)

subject even a wicked person
who has to be punished, to
unnecessary pain and such an
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Considering this, it became
customary to proclaim “Lecha-
yim” - “To life!” - when we par-
take of strong drink.

Everything Hashem created
in this world has a purpose.
Wine wasn’t created solely for
Purim.

“Give strong drink to him
who is ready to perish, and
wine to those whose hearts are
heavy,” the Book of Proverbs
(31:6) states.

From here our Sages suggest
that Hashem created wine to
console the heavy hearts of
mourners. When we drink wine
for pleasure, the “Lechayim” is
a prayer that we should always

individual was executed while
in an inebriated state. “Lecha-
yim!” Carpe Diem! Seize the
moment and celebrate life!

Maharam Mintz suggests that
the custom of toasting a
“Lechayim” dates back to Noah
who upon surviving the flood
imbibes wine, gets drunk and
ends up cursing his son Ham.

Rather than losing ourselves
to intoxication and to the
resultant curses, we remind
ourselves to drink to life, that
good should result, and that we
should ensure not to bring
about any harm.

Treating your self to a
Lechayim this Shabbat? Enjoy!

Solutions

IT ALL ADDS UP!

“Lechayim!” Yet while you
explore your drink’s nose,
savour its palate and enjoy its
warm finish, ponder the les-
sons of the toast: Walk along
the upright path of the Torah -
it is the only way to eternal life,
thank Hashem for the good He
has blessed you with, celebrate
precious life and make the
most of it, and make sure your
drinking doesn’t cause any
harm.
Shabbat Shalom.

A hand up for work of the Sisterhood

ALISON GOLDBERG

MARCH 7 marked the Women’s
World Day of Prayer and
Celebration in conjunction with
women from all faith groups
around the world.

Speaking to Jewish Report at
Temple Emanuel, Monica
Solomon, president of the SA
Union of Jewish Sisterhoods and
president of the South African
Union of Temple Sisterhoods
(SAUTS) said that the theme of
this year’s celebration was “G-d’s

Wisdom Provides New Under-
standing”.

The theme is chosen every year
by different faith groups around
the world. All the Progressive
temples, of which there are 10
throughout South Africa, were
celebrating with services led by
women.

Solomon explained that
Sisterhoods were there to help the
community with dignity and
respect by giving a hand up and
not a hand out.

“We feed over 3 500 children

daily in South Africa, 3 000 of whom
are in Gauteng. We also support
sufferers of Aids and TB, run feed-
ing schemes, run créches, schools,
provide medical assistance to the
aged and help Jewish teens and
families in need.

“Our flagship project in
Johannesburg is the MC Weiler
School in Alexandra township
(next to Sandton) which was found-
ed by the United Sisterhood in
1945.”

Solomon added that during the
past three years SAUTS had provid-

ed funding for Shabbat dinners for
impoverished people, Jews in
Argentina, victims of terror in
Israel, it had assisted with provid-
ing Judaica for families in the
Ukranine and provided lap desks
for the disadvantaged in South
Africa. Furthermore it bought hun-
dreds of blood bags for Israel in
2006 during the Israeli/Lebanon
war.

* The SAUTS conference is being
held in Cape Town this year and if
anyone is interested in attending,
or in getting involved with the
Sisterhood in any way, they can
contact Monica Solomon on
fs3l@mweb.co.za

Come have a romp with

Queen Esther
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Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
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THE STORY of Esther involves
romance, intrigue, loyalty and drama -
the perfect vehicle for a stage produc-
tion.

So thought David Woolf, lawyer
turned diamond merchant, who had
written on various other subjects. He
envisaged a musical based on the format
of Joseph, with the narrator before each
scene, and the story told in song.

Woolf raised the idea with his friend
Avi Kanar, the well-known local musi-
cian, and asked him to start working on
melodies.

Six months of creative thinking fol-
lowed, with the story of Easter related
in 13 songs. Written tongue-in-cheek, the
songs refer to historical places, to his-
torical characters such as JR in
“Dallas”.

Kanar has given the music a lovely
lift, to accompany bouncy lines such as:
“Haman you are a very foxy fellow,

“You are the one I want to rule this
land.”

The music varies from rock to ballad
to waltz.

The most riveting tune is the plain-
tive “My People”, sung with deep feel-
ing by Esther.

The main characters are Rod Solomon
(the king); Lindy Brest (Esther), Lance
Jayes (Mordechai) and Ezra Silofsky
(Haman). Dancers are provided by
Bernice Lloyd Ballet Studio.

Most importantly, the director is
that experienced doyen of theatre in
Johannesburg, Helen Heldenmuth.
She brings a wealth of experience to
the show and has ensured that it is full
of humour and fun.

“Esther, Queen of Persia”,is on at
the Capri Hotel, Savoy on Tuesday,
April 1 and Wednesday April 2 at 20:00.
Booking is at Computicket and
Checkers/ Shoprite. Tickets cost R100
and it includes refreshments, with
group bookings, (minimum 10), avail-
able at R90.

Proceeds will go to the IUA/UCEF.

This show will be a delightful experi-
ence for adult and youth alike.

(Photograph by Rita Lewis)

UPGOMING FEATURES 2008....

Kosher Korner - Every 2nd week

April 04 -

April 11 -

Pesach Festival Issue
Contact (011) 886-0162

for everything Kosher
Contact Manuela Bernstein

Focus on IUA/UCF
Contact Tammy Freedman

TO ADVERTISE TEL: (011) 886-0162 for more information




28 March - 04 April 2008

SA JEWISHREPORT 3

Without a ‘meaning in life’,
crime will flourish in SA

LIONEL SLIER

PROF. GILL Marcus. “Not only
South Africa with its “multiple
identities” with a recipe for
clashes, faced “difficult and chal-
lenging times”, Prof Gill Marcus
(pictured), chairman of Absa
Bank, told a gathering at
Sandringham Gardens in
Johannesburg recently when she
spoke on “South Africa 2010 and
Beyond”. She said she wasn’t
very hopeful about the situation.

Six months ago, she said, it was
a different world. “It is actually
worse than it seems because the
economic problems lead to social
problems.

“Then there is real terrorism
and fundamentalism that cross
borders. These are real issues.
When people are defined as
‘other’, there is a great deal of
polarisation and reducing of
identities.

“South Africa has multiple
identities and there are areas of
misunderstanding in the country
with more black/white defini-
tions taking place. This is a
recipe for clashes.”

We lived in a world where
knowledge was global, she said,
quoting former US Vice
President Al Gore who said that
people did not like what they
didn’t know; they were fearful.

Good leaders managed fear; bad
leaders created fear - and not
only fear but also prejudice.

Marcus was not hopeful. The
problems facing the world today
were the worst since the Second
World War, she said, “possibly
even since the Great Depression
of 1929.

“We can’t bluff ourselves. The
US has a credit crunch. There is
a crisis in the housing market
and by the end of 2008 it is esti-
mated that one in three
Americans will no longer own
the house they live in.

“If bonds are foreclosed, banks
will own 800 000 houses. What
will they do with them?
Bankruptcy must be dealt with
differently. The Federal Reserve
Bank must act, but at the core is
trust and the American banks
don’t want to lend to each other.”

What were the challenges to
South Africa, she asked. “We rely
on the inflow of capital. The rest
of the world must have trust in
us. South Africa must save, but
we have done the opposite.”

About the watershed ANC
Polokwane Conference where
Jacob Zuma beat President
Thabo Mbeki for the presidency
of the ANC, she remarked:
“What was important was that it
set aside individuals. In the anti-
colonial struggles when the

heads of the liberation move-
ments took over power, they
stayed there. But Polokwane
showed that there was no ‘presi-
dent for life’ in South Africa;
everybody accepted the vote.

“It does not happen easily that
a president is defeated; Mbeki
accepted it; there were no court
contestations. We were the stars
on the block.

Marcus said worldwide, tech-
nology had become so sophisti-
cated that relatively few people
had the skills to manage it. The
crucial question was education.
“We must focus on quality educa-
tion and the core issue is that
education is not just at school but

at home and it is also interaction
within the social fabric.”

Asked why young people were
leaving the country, Marcus said
the world was open; travel and
the environment were challeng-
ing. Young people had the
Internet; this gave them a differ-
ent mindset about the world.

They had skills in technology
that they could use. But she also
admitted, “there is this concern
about personal safety”.

On the vexing question of
crime in the country, she said:
“How do you stop people becom-
ing criminals, from crossing the
line? Why do so many regard life
as valueless?”

She believed the answer is that
“the perpetrators do not have
horizons. Their social structure
is weak, they are involved in
drugs, HIV gives them a limited
lifespan.

“They argue that their lives
have no value, so neither do they
accept that the victims’ lives do
either. Unless they get a purpose,
unless they get a meaning in life,
the spiral of violence will contin-
ue.”

Points that Marcus made: a)
“About corruption - we don’t
have personal accountability. We
should all take responsibility.

b) “Our labour laws are an
inhibition. We have not created a

sense of skill in artisans. We
must focus on language compe-
tency because otherwise people
understand things differently.”

¢) “The hope is that India and
China can mitigate the
American meltdown. We need to
have a common understanding.
We have to think differently

d) “We haven’t reached the
peak of the oil price escalation.
For South Africa it is critical
because we pay in dollars (for
oil) and are affected by the cur-
rency exchange. Sasol is doing
enormously well.”

e) “BEE (black economic
empowerment) is an extremely
important facet of our society. It
has created an engagement in
the economy that has been cru-
cial.”

f) “I don’t think reintroducing
the death penalty will help. We
must fix the criminal justice sys-
tem. We must fix society and
reintroduce value and meaning
to life.”

In answer to a question about
prospects for our grandchildren
in South Africa, Marcus said:
“South Africa has been extraor-
dinarily good to our Jewish com-
munity. Our grandchildren
should have the same spunk,
determination and commitment.

“South Africa creates the
space for the entrepreneurial
spirit that seems to be in our
genes. This is a society where
individuals make a difference. If
you have the talent, then you can
do it. Our grandchildren come
from good stock. South Africa is
a tolerant society; the structures
are good. There is no reason why
our grandchildren can’t do bet-
ter.”

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

CLINTON, OBAMA TIED AMONG JEWISH DEMS

WASHINGTON - Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama are
in a statistical dead heat in a
poll of Jewish Democrats.

In the mid-March Gallup
Poll of the rivals for the
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation, Clinton received 48 per
cent of the Jewish Democrat
vote and Obama 43 per cent.

That's within the 6 percent-
age point margin of error of

RUSSIAN GROUP SEVERS TIES WITH MUFTIS

MOSCOW - Russia's Jewish
umbrella organisation has sev-
ered ties with the Russian
Council of Muftis.

The Federation of Jewish
Communities of Russia quit
relations with the council after
Nafigullah Ashirov, the co-
chairman of the Russian
Council of Muftis, said at a
Moscow rally last month that
"Zionism is a cancerous
tumour because Zionism is
fascism".

The Jewish federation acted
on March 20 when the council
failed to react to its protests,

RICE TAKING PEACE TOUR

WASHINGTON - Condoleezza
Rice are to visit Israel and the
Palestinian areas to encourage
peace negotiators to "do more",
the US secretary of state will
tour the region next week to
"urge compliance by both sides
with their 'road map' obliga-
tions", her spokesman, Sean
McCormack, said on Monday,
referring to the US-guided
peace plan calling for a freeze
on Israeli settlement in the
West Bank and an end to
Palestinian violence, culmi-
nating in Palestinian state-

the sample of 368 Jewish
Democrats. The US senators -
Clinton of New York and
Obama of Illinois - are also
tied among Protestants.

Clinton owns a substantial
edge among Roman Catholics,
while Obama leads among
those with no religious affilia-
tion and those affiliating with
non-Christian and non-Jewish
religions. (JTA)

according to Russia's Interfax
news agency. In a statement
released by the Mufti Council,
Ashirov said: "If FJCR, which
positions itself as a Russian
organisation, sees itself as
part of Zionism, then certainly
the announcement by this
organisation about suspension
of relations with the Council of
Muftis is quite understand-
able.

"The Russian Council of
Muftis regrets the stand taken
by FJCR and believes the situ-
ation has been dealt with."
(JTA)

hood.

"I would just refer back to
what the secretary herself has
said on this, and that is that
each side needs to do more,
that they haven't done enough,
and I expect that that will be a
topic of her conversation when
she goes out on the next trip as
well as the trip after that,"
McCormack said.

"This is going to be some-
thing that we work with both
sides in detail on." The precise
dates of the trip have yet to be
announced. (JTA)
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3rd volume on country
communities out soon

DAVID SAKS

SOUTH AFRICAN Jewry’s longest-
running and most ambitious his-
torical research project, the com-
prehensive documenting of Jewish
life in the country’s small towns
and rural districts, from the earli-
est times to the present, is poised to
mark yet another milestone.

The third volume of Jewish life
in the country communities, this
time focusing on the southern and
eastern Cape, will shortly be
appearing. This leaves just two
more books to be brought out
before the mammoth undertaking,
launched in 1992 by the SA Friends
of Beth Hatefutsoth (SAFBH),
finally reaches completion.

The previous two volumes in the

series focused respectively on the
northern and eastern Transvaal
areas (mainly today’s Limpopo and
Mpumalanga provinces) and the
northern and western Cape. The
next will cover the Free State and
KwaZulu-Natal and the last the
southern Gauteng area, including
the various towns on the East and
West Rand.

Documenting the story of South
Africa’s rural Jewish past was orig-
inally envisaged as taking six
months and producing a single
book. Instead, the project grew
exponentially, rapidly taking on a
momentum of its own as more and
more information hitherto buried
in archives or private family
records, came to light.

Fifteen years later, well over 1 400

places in South Africa where there
has been a Jewish presence, have
been identified and enough infor-
mation has already been compiled
on dozens of individual communi-
ties to make possible the writing up
of separate books on each one
alone.

Only a fraction of this informa-
tion will ultimately be published in
book form, however. The full
research, which includes extensive
biographical information that will
be of particular interest to genealo-
gists, will ultimately be published
on an online database.

Based at Beyachad,
Johannesburg, the SAFBH team
comprises a small fulltime profes-
sional staff and numerous volun-
teer researchers, headed by project
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co-ordinators Adrienne Kollenberg
and Rose Norwich (and until her
untimely passing two years ago,
Phyllis Jowell).

The researchers rely heavily on
the historical archives of the
SAJBD and the records of its coun-
try communities department, but a
great deal of material has also
come to light through community
members who lived, or whose fore-
bears originated from, the country
areas.

The next instalment of the proj-
ect promises to be especially inter-
esting as it covers areas of the
country where organised Jewish
life first took root. While Cape
Town is regarded as the “Mother
City”, this is not true for the Jewish
community, whose origins began
in the Eastern Cape following the
arrival of several Jewish families
with the 1820 Settlers.

South Africa’s first religious con-
gregation was launched in Cape
Town in 1841, but the first Jewish
burial had already taken place in
Grahamstown several years prior
to this.

Norwich’s and Kollenberg’s
enthusiasm for the project remains
undiminished, despite the many
years it has taken and the arduous
process of preparing each book for
publication.

Raising the necessary funding on
a month-to-month basis to ensure
its successful completion, has also
become an increasingly pressing
challenge. In this regard, the con-
tinued assistance of interested
members of the Jewish community
would be extremely welcome.

* Those interested in obtaining
copies of the SAFBH’s publica-
tions, or in otherwise participating
in the country communities proj-
ect, can contact Ilona Steinfeld on
tel (011) 645-2598 or museum@bey-
achad.co.za

AROUND THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

CROATIAN LAW TO PROTECT
JEWISH CEMETERIES

PRAGUE - The Croatian prime
minister has agreed to change fed-
eral law to protect Jewish ceme-
teries.

Croatian law currently allows
for the dead who have no heirs to
be disinterred and reburied after
30 years, should the owners of the
cemetery land want to resell it.

Disinterment generally is pro-
hibited under Jewish law. A dele-
gation from the Rabbinical Centre
of Europe met on Monday in
Zagreb with Croatian Prime
Minister Ivo Sanader, Croatian
President Stjepan Mesi and
Zagreb Mayor Milan Bandi to dis-
cuss making changes to the law,
according to Lubavitch.com. The
website did not note any timetable
for changing the law. (JTA)

INTERFAITH SEDER IN
GERMANY

BERLIN - The US ambassador to
Germany has hosted an interfaith
seder. The model seder hosted by
William R Timken Jr and his wife,
Sue, was held on March 19 - one
month before the Passover holi-
day begins.

The event, which the American
Jewish Committee office in Berlin
helped co-ordinate, was led by
Berlin Rabbi Chaim Rozwaski.

Berlin Chabad Rabbi Yehudah
Teichtal provided kosher meals
for guests who requested them.

Some 60 guests included
Catholic, Protestant and Muslim
leaders. (JTA)

Crime: Police vow to fight fire with fire

LIONEL SLIER

RABBI DOVID Wineberg of the
Sandton Shul has started a series
of interesting courses under the
auspices of Sandton Adult
Institute of Jewish Education
(SAIJE), dealing with crime and
personal security, one of the
most vital issues that affect virtu-
ally every person in South Africa.
The course will run every
Wednesday until April.

Gauteng Senior Police
Superintendent Oswald Reddy
represented the police in place of
Gauteng Police Commissioner
Premunal Naidoo who at the last
moment had to withdraw. Also
present was Colin Kursman,
provincial head and co-ordinator
of the Police Reserve Services in
Gauteng. Kursman has been with
the police reserves for 45 years.
Also present was Director A B
Billings, commander of Sandton
Police Station.

Rabbi Wineberg said: “Crime is
everybody’s headache and the

solution is everybody’s problem.
There is a challenge for every
person to get involved to assist
the police. We can make a differ-
ence.”

Billings told the audience that
there were 260 people at
Morningside (Sandton) police
station including 60 detectives for
an area that included Sandton,
Bryanston, Morningside,
Buccleuch and Kelvin, all in all 82
square kilometres.

“The criminals like the topog-
raphy of Sandton, with the high
walls and the dark alleys which
some people want, as it makes it
like an English village, but the
area needs more lights.”

He had some surprising and
worrying news. “Alarms and
high fences and dogs make people
soft targets.” Referring to securi-
ty guards, he said that unfortu-
nately often they were in cahoots
with the criminals

He spoke about the Mounted
River Rangers who patrol the
rivers (the Braamfontein Spruit

and the Sandton Spruit) in the
area, watching for people taking
water illegally, others dumping
rubbish and stolen goods and
squatting.

Billings appealed for the public
to become involved. They should
join the Community Policing
Forums (CPF), Victim Support
Groups and the Reservists which
had several categories. These
were functional policing where
members wore uniforms and
were armed. There were support
services that had specific func-
tions, but where the members did
not wear uniforms. There were
also specialised skills that could
be used, for example doctors and
helicopter pilots and so on.

“The community were the eyes
and ears on the ground of the
police. They could supply infor-
mation. The police meet regular-
ly in forums with security compa-
nies, with garages, with business-
es with estate agents, particular-
ly now with crime spreading to
townhouse complexes.

“This is what we are doing
about policing in Sandton. Like
Rabbi Weinberg said, you must
get involved in assisting us.”

Commissioner Reddy said:
“Our strategies are that we want
to offer hope because we have not
lost the battle. However, the pres-
ent levels of violence in crime are
unacceptable. Victims often offer
no resistance, yet weapons are
used against them. Children are
raped, people murdered, spouses
are abused.

“We want the law to be respect-
ed, but we don’t have it. We need
strict compliance with the law.”

He added: “Our focus is intelli-
gence and accurate information.
We must be told of suspicious
persons and strange behaviour. It
is important for us to receive this
information, no matter how triv-
ial it might seem. Phone our call
centres or Radio 702’s Crime
Line. We encourage you to get
involved. The police cannot solve
the problem alone.

“Who are the criminals? Where

do they come from? They come
from all walks of life. The causes
are not only poverty and unem-
ployment, but economic gain
from blowing up ATMs and hold-
ing up cash in transport vehicles.

“We have to fight fire with fire,
analyse the crimes, identify hot
spots and key crime areas. We
need more visibility, intensive
operations. There is a shortage of
manpower but we need to recruit
more informers to gather infor-
mation.

“We receive criticism on a daily
basis, yet we lay our lives on the
line to protect people. We know
that the conduct of some officers
is unprofessional, but we will not
allow a minority to hold the
majority hostage.

“My personal belief is: Let us
hang in. We have this vision - to
make a safe and secure environ-
ment for all of us.”

Rabbi Wineberg summed up: “
We have to fight crime together.
There are many ways in which
we can make a difference.”

Positive vibes at SA symposium

RABBI YOSSY GOLDMAN

MONDAY March 17 was a cold
and rainy night. But it didn’t stop
some 350 people from coming to
Sydenham Shul to participate in
the South Africa Symposium:
Bright Future or Lights Out?
The evening was part of the
CAJE (College of Adult Jewish
Education) programme organ-
ised by me and I also served as
moderator for the event. The pan-
ellists were Philip Krawitz (chair-
man and CEO of Cape Union
Mart), Clem Sunter, the well-
known scenario planner and
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

It was a very honest discus-
sion. There was no grandstand-
ing, no “pie in the sky” fantasies.
All three panellists confronted
the realities of South Africa
today with its enormous chal-
lenges and opportunities. And,
remarkably, each in their own
unique way, was positive about
our future.

Krawitz said he thought about
emigration every day. And every
day he made a conscious decision
to stay in South Africa.

Sunter said he was only paint-
ing possible scenarios so he
could avoid making predictions.
But when pushed by the audi-

ence, he actually said he was
very positive about the future
and that the new leadership in
the ANC held much promise.

He made particular mention of
Kgalema Motlanthe, ANC deputy
president, with whom he had had
many tough negotiations at
Anglo American when he was
directly involved in the mining
industry. Sunter said he had
found him to be honourable,
intelligent and reasonable.

“Watch this space,” was his
encouraging closing promise.

Rabbi Goldstein said crime was
the one and only major factor in
the discussion. All other issues

paled into insignificance. If
South Africa could get a handle
on crime, all other problems
were of minor importance.

He appealed to the audience to
support the CAP initiative which
was hugely successful in bring-
ing down crime levels in the sub-
urbs where it operated. It proved
that crime was beatable where
there was sufficient willpower.

The high quality levels of all
three presentations and smooth
links, made for a highly satisfy-
ing evening and the audience
went home with much more hope
in their hearts than when they
arrived.

Philip Krawitz, Rabbi Goldman,
Clem Sunter and Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein.
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Enthusiasts at the symposium.
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Brenda Katten - a highly capable
woman Wearlng many hats

RITA LEWIS

IT WILL be a very busy two weeks
for British born, Brenda Katten,
when on March 28, she will be
arriving in South Africa. Once
here, she will visit the major cen-
tres where she is to be the guest
speaker at various functions
which will be held to launch WIZO
South Africa’s Biennial Women's
Campaign.

The campaign will run from
March 30 to April 9,

However, being busy does not
faze her as she is used to wearing
many hats - and wearing them
well. Professionally, she is a rela-
tionship and educational counsel-
lor who has worked in the remedi-
al and educational fields, and who
now, among other things, co-ordi-
nates WIZO's NGO representation
to the UN in New York, Geneva
and Vienna.

Although she has made her
home in Herzliva Petuach in
Israel where she has lived for the
past 10 years, Katten is presently
the honorary president of WIZO
in the UK from where she made
alivah in 1998 and where she pre-
viously chaired British WIZO
(now WIZO.uk) from 1981 to 1987,

She was in fact the first person
to have chaired the Zionist
Federation of Great Britain and
Ireland and the Bnei Brit Hillel
Foundation and in 2006 again was
the first woman to be elected fo

Brenda Katten, who will be
launching WIZO's Biennial
Women's Campaign.

the position of chairman of The
Israel, Britain and Common-
wealth Association.

Not only a staunch family orien-
tated person, (she has a husband
John, who was a refugee from
Germany, three children and
eight grandchildren who live in
the UK and in Iseael), ghe now rep-
resents the State of Israel and
WIZO at the United MNation's

Annual Commission on the Status
of Women Conference held in
New York and edits the newslet-
ter, The Fuller Picture, which

gives the viewpoint from Israel
and addresses issues which affect
World Jewry.

Katten said she was very happy
to be coming to South Africa
again for what will be her third
visit - although it is the first one
for a fundraising campaign. She
said she would be meeting with
various dignitaries all over the
country as well as addressing stu-
dents.

She recalled one of her previous
visits when in 2001 she led the
WIZQ delegation to the United
Mation's Conference against
Racism in Durban which, she said
was “the worst nightmare imagi-
nahle™,

She said she hoped the outcome

of the upcoming Racism
Conference would not be the
sanme.

Speaking on global issues she
said there was presently a great
deal of “Israel bashing™ going on
in the world - especially in acade-
mia - which was very frightening,
She said it could be equated some-
what to the start of the Nazi cam-
paigns against the Jews, but this
time “it was to dehumanise and
delegitimise Israal”,

She said the international
media was bent on distorting the
truth in such a way that half of
the story seemingly became the
untruth,

Very involved in this subject, in
March 2006 she said she had had

the honour of sharing a platform
with Professor Robert Wistrich,
head of the Hebrew University's
department of Anti-Semitism, at a
very successful symposium on
“anti-Semitism in the UK™ which
was held at the Hebrew University,

The WIZO South Africa cam-
paign at which Katten will
address delegates and dignitaries,
will be launched in Cape Town on
the evening of March 31and on the
morning of April 1. Her itinerary
will be as follows:

From Cape Town she will flv to
Johannesburg to launch the cam-
paign there on Wednesday
evening April 2 at a dinner start-
ing at 19:30 at the Simon Kuper
Hall where she will be the guest
speaker with radio personality
John Berks. She will speak again
at the same venue on Thursday,
April 3 at 09:30,

After that she will fiy to Durban
to the launch on Sunday evening,
April 6, lying on to Port Elizabeth
to launch again there on Tuesday,
April 8.

She will continue with her trav-
els, Journeying back to Johan-
nesburg and then on to launch in
Pretoria on Wednesday evening
April 9.

The following day, April 10 she
will address SAUJS on campus.

* For bookings or for further
information contact Sandy on
{011} B45-2515 or Ivy on (011) G45-
2552 or on cell 082-T70-9168,

AROUND

THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

POPE CALLS FOR MIDEAST
PEACE

JERUSALEM - Pope Benedict
XV1 in his Easter Sunday
address called for solutions
to reach peace in the Middle
East,

From the steps of St Peter's
Basilica, the pope tald his fol-
lowers to remember the "tor-
mented Middle East, espe-
cially the Holy Land, lrag,
Lebanon and finally Tibet,
all of which 1 encourage to
seek solutions that will safe-
guard peace and the common
good".

His address came a day
after he baptised a well-
known Italian Muslim jour-
nalist, Magdi Allam, 55, who
has received death threats
for his denunciations of
Islamic fanaticism.

Allam  has  criticised
Palestinian suicide bomb-
ings, which resulted in death
threats from Hamas and
required him to have extra
security provided by the
Italian government.

Allam published a contro-
versial book last year called
Viva Israel. The deputy edi-
tor of the Corriere della Sera
newspaper, Allam received
the $1 million Dan David
award in Israel in 2006 and
last vear was honoured by
the American Jewish
Committee, (JTA)

the Blue Box
draw which will

The prize is a
free return
airticket to Israel.
If you don’t
have a Blue Box,
now is your
opportunity
to get one!
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DO YOU HAVE A BLUE BOX?
Be sure to return Lt s knowmt ol B
your Blue Box | and significance of the Blue Box
— the little box we see so often.
to the JNF for | on a shop counter o reception
desk.

The idea of collecting money
int a srmall tin box originated in.

the mind of Professor Zvi
take place Shapira. In 1884 he sent a
sh urtly. telegram to the Zionist Congress

outlining the concept of a
Jewish National Fund which
would collect coins from boxes
in the homes of Jewish families
around the world. He took his.
design to a tinsmith, to be
painted in blue and white, and
the Blue Box was borm.

He was convinced that if every
Jewish home had a box, suffi
cient money would be collected
to buy land, drain swamps, cre-
ate settlements and plant trees.

It was not untll 1901 that
Johann Kremensky ordered the
boxes designed by Chaim
Kleinman, a bank official from
Galicia, to be manufactured.

The first boxes were white and
made of copper or leather. They
were shaped like beer mugs.
Paper boxes, to be kept in the
pocket, were also manufaciured.

In the 1920% the blue design
was adopted and. following
Independence, a map of the
State of Israel adomed every

Arcadia's children have
nowhere else to go and no-one
else to depend upon

fence range i age from 4 and 18 years.

& Addifonal chidren, &mwmmmmnwm-
Centre on mﬂﬂfﬂm
 The Afar Care programme caersto pstschoo adolscents who feceive
: dation, guidance and support
Your community needs you
Help us to help those unable to heip ﬂiemselves

ID]-!AHHEWJIE JEWISH HH.FIHG HAND

Tel: 011 532 9600 Fax: 0115329655 Email; chevrahgroupizjhbchev.co.za
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SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Glorious triumph of good over evil

What would Purim be without all the present-day Mordechais, Queen Esthers;
the pirates, fairies and clowns, the fun, the laughter and the dressing up.
And that is not forgetting the many, many Megillah readings.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

Megilla readings went on all over the city - and the
ever patient rabbis who did the readings, were
obliged to listen to all the noise that went on - of
whistles, graggas and banging on tables to block
out the name of the wicked Haman who tried to
kill all the Jews in Shushan, (the then Persia).

Yes, this year Jews everywhere celebrated the
festival with their hearts and souls, enjoying the
many braais, parties and festivities laid on to cele-
brate the triumph of good over evil - the ousting
and demise of Haman and the saving of all the
Jews of that time by Queen Esther and her uncle
Mordechai.

‘lnf .&‘.

Having fun are Eli and Mickey Cohen with a
yellow haired Ryan Rosen.

Hinda and Bradley Rabin show off their orange spiked — 3 = '} M - —
“hair” and matching T-shirts and chains. - - 1R el LT [T

Alan and Maria Berelowitz, “pirate” Amitai Meyerowitz with his
“fairy” sister, Devorah, accompanied by “the Queen of Egypt’,
Wendy Hendler and her husband Rabbi Ron.

Rabbi Stephen Jawitz, incognito behind his mask.
- i, L
Shrager Netzer with his arms entwined with
his “girlfriend” Daniel Taitz.

Heather and her husband Phillip Kalmanowitz wearing his A i !
outsize turquoise hat. “Queen” Ellen Oppenheimer with Batya and Binyamin Lewis. “Queen” Ziva with “Dracula” Israel Taitz.
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COMMUNITY
BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

DURBAN

The Durban Holocaust Resource
Centre at the Jewish Club opened
two weeks ago. In the words of
Lewis Kaplan, president of the
Durban Progressive Jewish
Congregation in their bulletin,
“The Centre will act as a reposito-
ry of testimonies not only to the
recurring hatred but also to the
enduring spirit of survival of the
Jewish people that has thwarted
all attempts to extinguish us as a
nation.

“May the Centre also stand as a
beacon of tolerance and under-
standing for all the people of
Durban.”

Maureen Caminsky spoke of
the Centre’s beginnings. “In 2007
(a) study of the Holocaust was
included in the curriculum of the
social studies (history syllabus) at
South African schools in a higher
grade. The Cape Town Holocaust
Museum sent its director of edu-
cation, Marlene Silbert, to liaise
with the KZN education depart-
ment.

“Silbert met with departmental
heads of the KZN education
department and explained what
was expected of the teachers and
the learners. She gave the teach-
ers manuals from the Cape Town
education department which they
wanted them to use.”

Caminsky added: “In January
2007 we hosted the ‘Seeking
Refuge’ exhibition in Durban,
emphasising refugees who had
come to Durban. During the two
and a half-weeks that it was on, 1
400 schoolchildren were escorted
through the exhibition.

“It was because of this phenom-
enal response that Mary KIluk,
president of the Council of KZN
Jewry, recognised the need for
something permanent to support
the new curriculum and ensure
that it was taught correctly. Thus
evolved the Durban Holocaust
Centre.

“The most suitable place was
the library at the Jewish Centre.
We relocated 10 very large and
very full bookcases to make space.
We started in one room with very
basic pictures and text.

“Jason Kluk, Mary’s son (21)
living in Cape Town, learning of
this plan remarked: ‘It will be of
interest to no-one. Information
like that anyone can get from the
Internet and text books’.

“Mary then made a call to Linda
Bester, the designer of the
acclaimed world famous

Holocaust Museum in Cape Town and
Bester came regularly to Durban to
assist. Maureen Caminsky came on
board - she had helped on the ‘Seeking
Refuge’ exhibition.”

Caminsky commented: “The Cape
Town Holocaust Centre has been
amazing, They never made us feel that
our contribution was not sufficient,
adequate or fulfilling. They made us
feel special.”

With the existence of the Cape Town
Centre and Museum and now the
Durban Holocaust Centre and the May
2009 projected Johannesburg opening,
the South African Holocaust
Foundation has been formed with
Richard Freedman as director.

PORT ELIZABETH
Maurice Horwitz continues:

“Rev Levy met the (British) Royal
Family on their 1947 visit to South
Africa in his capacity as chairman of
the Port Elizabeth Museum and Snake
Park.

“I had invited the Royal Family to
visit the Snake Park, an invitation
which they eagerly accepted,’ said Rev
Levy.

“It was then that I realised the
charm and informal manner of Their
Majesties and the Princesses, for I was
in conversation with the King and
Queen for fully half an hour’.”

“Rev. Levy said that he would not
speak of the members of the PE com-
munity who have distinguished them-
selves in public life, but mention must
be made of Mr A Shauder who for two
years served as mayor of PE and with
the assistance of his wife as mayoress,
discharged his numerous and onerous
duties to the immense satisfaction and
delight of all the citizens of the city.

“He has distinguished himself in
public life in numerous directions. He
is a Member of the SA Housing and
Planning Commission and is well
known as the originator of the magnif-
icent and epoch-making housing
scheme for blacks, a scheme which has
been visited and admired by eminent
persons from all parts of the world.

“Rev Levy is minister of the congre-
gation which is the second oldest in
South Africa. (This was written in
1950). In fact, the PE Synagogue, the
foundation of which was laid in 1876, is
the oldest synagogue which has regu-
larly been worshipped in, having been
built 14 years after the old Gardens
Synagogue in Cape Town.

“The PE Synagogue dates back to
1862. There were, of course, religious
activities before that period. The first
marriage to be solemnised in Port
Elizabeth took place in 1856.

“The bridegroom was Joseph
Phillips, a trader, and the bride was
Deborah Moss who was a stepdaugh-
ter of Saul Solomon, the Cape
‘Disraeli’. The bride had been ship-
wrecked on the way from St Helena
Island and was sent by the Cape Town
Jewish community to her uncle,
Nathan Moss, then staying in Port
Elizabeth.”

JOHANNESBURG
From Charlotte Spitz:

“Thanks for printing episodes
about Rev A Levy, written by my
late father, Maurice Horwitz. He
wrote it in 1950 and passed away
the following year. He was well
known in Zionist circles in Port
Elizabeth.

“I would like to relate a brief
story about Reverend Levy’s wife,
Paula, who was just as famous as
her husband. Older readers in
Port Elizabeth will remember her
well.

“Paula spoke many languages.
She had a standing ‘open day’
every Thursday for whoever want-
ed to visit her. One day, during the
years of my nursing training at
the provincial hospital, Paula told
me that she wanted to teach me
French.

“I replied that it was impossible
as my nursing shift began at 07:00
and ended at 19:00. Nothing daunt-
ed her. She told me to come to her
house at 06:00 every morning for a
French lesson before my ward
duty began. Thus began a year-
long routine. I really loved her.

“I may mention that her chil-
dren of whom I remember Gus,
Lucien, Denzil and their daughter-
in-law, Esther, were all prominent
in Jewish affairs.”

POTCHEFSTROOM

A Zionist meeting in 1919
addressed by A Abrahams, presi-
dent of the SA Zionist Federation:

Reported in the Zionist Record
(continued):

“Mr Abrahams said that he
would be loath to think that there
were any at the meeting who did
not know what Zionism meant.
Every Jew was a Zionist today and
even, for that matter, every non-
Jew - some in sympathy for the
Jewish cause, some for other
motives.

“But sentiment alone, though
very fine and inspiring, would not
establish the people on their own
soil or prepare the country for the
people. They had to be practical.

“They wanted material assis-
tance for reconstruction purposes,
for gaining control of the railways,
for restoring the exiled colonists
and for other such undertakings.

“He quoted Dr Weizman’s
remark at the recent Zionist
Conference: ‘If peace is signed on
June 1, what will the Jews do on
June 2?°. It was then that the real
difficulties would commence.

“The question now was: ‘What
are you going to do in this
supreme moment of your history?
Are you going back or are you
going to help others to go back?
What sacrifices are you prepared
to make for your peoples?’”

Situated on Cape Town's Atlantic Seaboard
* Two exclusive guest houses » One five-star experience »
Owner, Shirley Lipshitz and her daughter, Nicci, offer guests a taste
of friendly Cape hospitality. Their hands-on approach ensures
visitors of a luxurious and comfortable stay.
We provide kosher breakfast on request

FRESNAYE: 67 Kloof Road, Fresnaye,  BANTRY BAY: 158 Kioof Road, Baniry Bay,
(ape Town - Tel: (021) 434-6854 ('ape Town - Tel: (021) 439-3224

RESERVATIONS: Tel: (021) 439-3224 » e-mail: info@clarendon.co.za
www.clarendon.co.za

NEW ZEALAND JEWISH IMMIGRATION

The Auckland Jewish Community has doubled
over the last five years and wants to repeat this
feat. It has never been easier to immigrate and
jobs are plentiful as we have record low
unemployment. NZ is desperate for people with
skills. Free Schooling, Free Hospital Care, Interest
Free Loans for University, Low Crime, Beautiful
Friendly Country. Give your family a future and
join our wonderful community. Jewish
Immigration Consultant coming soon to SA.
For details and further information contact Leon
at chap@talk.co.nz

AMAZING

TRANSPORT &
WAREHOUSING

Specialising in
Office, household removals and storage
Mike Berman 082 877 1309
Jody Riback 083 271 0273
Adrian Rosenberg 082 561 1288
Tel: (011) 887-1882

493 Louis botha Avenue, Highlands North
www.amazingtransport.co.za

' | LILABRUK - Registered Dietician

BSe Molecular and Cell Biology (UCT) » BSe Med (Hons) Nutrition and Dietetics (UCT) » PR No. 0203982

69 Iris Rd, Norwood, Johannesburg, 2192
Tel: 011 728 8909 « Cell 083 244 0163
Email: lilabruk@yahoo.com

Special interest in:

Lila Bruk,
Registered
Dietician

age their cholesterol levels.

Raised choles-
terol levels are
one of the lead-
ing risk factors
for heart disease. However, many indi-
viduals are unsure as to how to man-

CHOLESTEROL THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE WORST

+ Choosing the right fats: There are two
main kinds of fats — saturated fats and
unsaturated fats. Saturated fats are
mainly found in animal-derived foods
(e.g. red meat, butter, full-cream dairy
products). Unsaturated fats are mainly
found in plant-derived foods (e.g. nuts,
seeds, olives, olive oil, avocadoes).
Saturated fats increase total choles-
terol levels and therefore these foods
should be limited. Unsaturated fats

components of cholesterol within body
— including HDL and LDL levels
+HDL: considered “good” cholesterol,
as it transports cholesterol from blood
to liver where it can be broken down
and inactivated
+ LDL: considered “bad” cholesterol, as
it carries cholesterol from liver to blood
where it can exert its harmful effects.
Therefore one wants to ensure that
one’s HDL is not too low and one’s LDL

* Diabetes, high cholesterol, high blood pressure, heart disease
» Weight management - adult and children
* Food allergies
* Gastrointestinal disorders
(eg Crohn’s disease, IBS, Spastic colon)
* Post-operative nutrition
¢ Glycaemic Index (GI)
* Sports Nutrition
¢ Adolescent body image
* Body composition Analysis (i.e body fat % and lean muscle %)
available using imported equipment

Cholesterol — friend or foe?
Cholesterol is a waxy substance, which
is naturally produced in the body by the
liver and transported by the blood. It
has an important physiological role in
supporting the body’s  organs.
However, an excess of cholesterol in
the blood can accumulate in blood ves-
sels and increase risk of heart disease
and strokes.

Deciphering the riddle

There are various cholesterol-related
terms:

« Total cholesterol: measure of different

is not too high, which in turn would have
a more favourable outcome.

Treatment Action Plan

Cholesterol-lowering medication is
often used to treat high cholesterol,
which acts by reducing the amount of
cholesterol the body produces. There
are various ways other than medication
to increase HDL, reduce LDL, reduce
total cholesterol, and thus improve
one’s cholesterol profile:

+ Regular exercise (at least 30 minutes
three times a week) helps increase
HDL levels

have many health benefits (e.g. anti-
inflammatory and total cholesterol-low-
ering properties) and therefore these
fats should replace saturated fats in
the diet as much as possible.

* Increase fibre: Fibre binds cholesterol
and helps remove it from the body, and
thus naturally lowers total cholesterol
and LDL levels

Thus through sustained lifestyle
modifications and a healthy, balanced
diet, one can significantly improve and
manage one’s cholesterol levels.

For more information call Lila on
011-728-8909 or 083-244-0163
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Purim activities continued...
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\ Enjoying themselves on the Yeshiva Maharsha bus.
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President of Chabad of Melrose lan Radus, with S e .
“cowgirl” Sasha Price and her sister Alexa, with Circus Purim at Great Park. Eli and Lee
Bianca Kaplan and another Price sister, Daniella. Unterslak, Rabbi Dovid Hazdan and “Shorty".

Cowgirl Karen.

The media and the perplexed issue of ‘truth’

LIONEL SLIER

LOOKING AT the media today, it
is essential also to look back in
time, Peter Bayer (pictured) a sea-
soned journalist presently study-
ing for a Masters degree in jour-
nalism at Wits, told a UJW func-
tion. He called his talk “Dinosaurs
and Cavemen”. He paid special
tribute to that anti-apartheid bea-
con of liberal thought, the long-
defunct Rand Daily Mail.

Standing in for Prof Anton
Harber of Wits’ faculty of jour-
nalism, Bayer spoke of the press
of yesteryear in South Africa and
globally, “when the enemy was
either apartheid or the Russians,
the Cubans, any country which
disapproved of South Africa. And
of course the blacks.

“From a media perspective it
was a simple time back then. In
this country the media was essen-
tially issue-driven and journalists
such as Anton Harber and myself
sought out the medium which
best suited our politics. In our
case, this was the Rand Daily Mail
- a lone media voice against
apartheid, and sadly eventually
paying the price for its position.

“It was closed down in 1985 for
reasons which can best be
described as spurious. The RDM
staff were all like-minded (bar-
ring the odd police spy in our
midst). No-one liked what the gov-
ernment of the day was doing.

“In those days, we spoke of
journalistic objectivity. You had
to be objective in order to main-
tain your ethics and integrity.
The salaries were poor, but we
accepted them because we were,
we believed, doing good work. We
were the good guys in the white

hats - and in mine and Anton’s
case, white yarmulkes.

“Then, from a global perspec-
tive, technology began to change

everything. Technology then
spilled over into the lives of
everyone. In 1983 the world was
revolutionised. Personal comput-
ers arrived!

“Technology or not, media
ethics and objectivity was still the
glue that bound journalists in this
noble profession and it happened
at a gallop.

“Technology today does not
only mean we have more access to
information; it means we have
more information - too much for
us to realistically process.

“Today’s media terminology
include convergence - the coming
together of all technologies into a
single unit, such as a cellphone
which allows us to talk to people,
send messages, watch the news,
listen to music, send and receive
electronic correspondence, take
photographs, take videos, trans-

mit videos, do banking, blackmail
enemies, and so forth.”

Bayer quoted the dean of jour-
nalism at Rhodes University,
Faxon Banda, saying: “We do not
need journalists - we need news
analysts.”

Added Bayer: “If you examine
the local media today, you will
find journalists who have joined
one or another medium because it
pays a salary, not because of the
political status of that medium -
barring The Mail & Guardian,
that’s a constant.

“Occasionally, you’ll find politi-
cally savvy journalists such as
John Perlman and Nikiwe
Bikitsha resigning because of
massive bias shown by their
medium - in this case, the SABC,
with one Snuki Zikalala (head of
news and current affairs) doing to
John and Nikiwe what the
apartheid government strove to
do in its day.

“So, here we are today, and we
need to ask ourselves this ques-
tion: Is there now - or has there
ever been - such a thing as objec-
tivity?

“Look at some of the issues:

“1. Jacob Zuma - I believe that
on the evidence, Zuma is an
immoral and amoral man who at
best, is an extremely poor judge of
right and wrong. Yet, when he
was on trial for rape, the media
(specifically the Sunday Times
and M&G) convicted him of the
crime day after day after day, with
Zapiro’s brilliant cartoons paint-
ing a picture of a thoroughly cor-
rupt, guilty rapist.

“The fact is, he was found not
guilty. The ‘victim’ was a serial
rape accuser who, evidence
showed, had essentially conned

Zuma into bed to meet some hid-
den agenda. Objectivity? Not
there.

“2. The writing of Robert Fisk...
on any matter regarding Israel.
Jewry will look at his writing and
point accusing fingers at him. He
is, we will say, so clearly in the
Muslim camp, he might as well
wear a turban and change his
name to Mohammed Ahmed. How
can the newspapers he writes for
print this anti-Zionist, anti-
Semitic nonsense, we ask.? Don’t
they realise he is clearly obvious-
ly biased? Can’t they see the
facts?

“3. Throughout the United
States some of the media rail at
George W Bush for his tiny-mind-
ed, self-aggrandising nonsense.
Objectivity? There is no such
thing. There is at best a search for
balance; a search for the truth.

“But then again, whose truth?
America’s ‘truth’ is that Osama
Bin Laden is an evil Satanic mas-
termind with a thoroughly crazed
following.

“Bin Laden’s ‘truth’ is that
America is the ultimate Satanic
evil empire and that Bush is
Satan. It is a view held by an esti-
mated 150 million Muslim funda-
mentalists worldwide.

“Whose truth is the correct
truth? One hundred and fifty mil-
lion Muslims will swear oaths
that Bin Laden is telling the
truth; 150 million Americans (and
allies) will have a totally opposite
view. Fisk’s anti-Israel editorials
are his truth. Not yours or mine,
but his and millions others.

“Zapiro’s truth is that Zuma
must be stopped however possi-
ble. Justice Malala and the edito-
rial staff of The Times and the

Sunday Times concur. Zuma'’s fol-
lowers do NOT concur. Whose
truth is correct?

“Those of you who have seen
Michael Moore’s Fahrenheit 911
will recognise it as 90 minutes of
one-sided rhetoric - little more.
Similarly, the anti-Muslin docu-
mentary, Obsession, is equally
one-sided.

“Neither of the above owes any-
thing to the principles of objectiv-
ity and media ethics.

“The facts,” said Bayer, “are
that the media today has massive-
ly more power than ever before -
and sadly the hegemony resides
in just a few hands. Rupert
Murdoch’s organisation controls
over 80 per cent of the world’s
media, and he is vociferously pro-
Bush and anti anyone who is
not.”

“South Africa pre-1992 used the
SABC, The Citizen, To The Point
and all Afrikaans media to per-
petuate half a century of man’s
inhumanity to man. South Africa
post-1992 has had a relatively free
press with minimal government
control over content. Relatively,
that is.

“If you listen carefully you’ll
hear the winds of change starting
to whistle high in South Africa’s
socio-political trees. We need to
wait for the breeze to become a
wind. Once the hurricane starts,
listen very carefully to what will
undoubtedly emerge from the
media as objective, balanced
news, then analyse which truth
you want to believe.”

* Why the title “Dinosaurs and
Cavemen”? Bayer explained that
dinosaurs are the old-fashioned
journalists and cavemen the new
media technocrats.
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Purim with a crazy
humour and sparkle

ROBYN SASSEN

UNDER THE presidency of
Dawn Nates for the last eight
years, the Federation of
Synagogues Women’s Guild of
SA has celebrated Purim in a
manner perhaps unwittingly
cutting edge; it offers a potent
contribution to the mix of
Purim functions.

Initially read by the late
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris of
blessed memory, and now
under the steerage of Rabbi
Moshe Schnerb, for the last
couple of years, the reading of
the Megillah is a simple, mod-
est affair - there are no prom-
ises of expensive catered
meals or quantities of alcohol
for consumption, and just one
or two children in fancy dress
contribute with directness to
the spirit of the festival, yet
this lack of bells and whistles
doesn’t detract from its
almost radical appeal.

Once Rabbi Schnerb starts
reading, this mild sense of the
spirit of Purim floats into inconse-
quence.

With a nimble sense of humour
that in performance parallels that
of the great Danny Kaye
enriched by his intimate under-
standing of the text and nuances
of the Megillah and its trop -
Schnerb injects a literality into
the story which gives it crazy

Rabbi Moshe Schnerb. (PH
PHOTOGENIC 011-728-7367.)

humour and sparkle, coloured not
only by the traditional narrative
itself, but by a sophisticated sense
of parody.

Using just tone, tune and
accent, and never adlibbing,
Rabbi Schnerb interweaves all
kinds of references into the tale,
describing the shifting nuances in
the story, with elements like quot-
ed bars from the old South

OTOGRAPH BY

African anthem, “Nkosi
Sikelel’iAfrika”, “God Save
the Queen” and “Hatikvah”,
even snatches from Abba.

That said, the interpreta-
tion is never silly; rather it’s
brilliantly constructed, using
pronunciation idiosyncrasies
between Ashkenazi and
Sephardi Hebrew to make
astute and wildly funny puns
with English language.

Rabbi Schnerb has a musi-
cality that parallels that of
the great English tenor Peter
Pears - allowing his voice to
shift mellifluously between a
happy, playful flavour and a
deeply sinister one, yet he has
a rabbinical command of the
mitzvah second to none,
allowing the fulfilment of this
Purim element with a levity
and sense of entertainment
that doesn’t require any other
form of stimulus or spent
money to enhance its charm.

Rabbi Schnerb’s perform-
ance emulates our long
Diasporic tradition of the
Purim Schpiel. He creates a whole
world of Persia, 2 500 years ago,
blended seamlessly with the socio-
political idiosyncrasies of 21st
century South Africa. Yet, at no
point is the spectacle morose or
crusading: Rabbi Schnerb articu-
lates Megillat Esther with grace,
dignity, charm and irrepressible
humour.

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF
SAUDI INTERFAITH FORUM TO INCLUDE JEWS

JERUSALEM - Saudi Arabia's
King Abdullah plans to convene
an interfaith conference that
will include Jews.

The conference will include
Muslims, Christians and Jews,
according to the Saudi-owned
Al-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper. It
would mark the first time that
Jews have been included in reli-
gious dialogue in Saudi Arabia,
according to Ha'aretz.

Abdullah was quoted as say-

LAVROV PRESSES PEACE PLAN

WASHINGTON - Russia's foreign
minister has pressed Israel on his
country's plan for an internation-
al Middle East peace conference.

Sergei Lavrov met last week
Thursday with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert, Foreign
Minister Tzipi Livni and
President Shimon Peres.

Lavrov, who had met last week
Wednesday in Syria with Foreign
Minister Walid Moallem and
Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal,
sought Israel's support for his
country's plan for a comprehen-
sive peace conference in coming

FUGITIVE CEO HOSTS LUXURY SIMCHA

JERUSALEM An Israeli-
American millionaire on the run
from the FBI threw a luxurious
barmitzvah in his African hide-
away.

Jacob "Kobi" Alexander, the
former CEO of Comverse
Technology, flew some 250 guests
from Israel and the United States
to Namibia over the weekend to

ing he discussed the idea of the
summit with Pope Benedict dur-
ing a meeting several months
ago.

"l plan, G-d willing, to hold
summits - not just one - so as to
hear the opinion of my Muslim
brothers all over the world,"
Abdullah told the Saudi paper.

"We will start to meet with our
brothers in every faith I have
mentioned - the Bible and the
New Testament." (JTA)

months, which would focus on
the Israeli-Palestinian and
Israeli-Syrian tracks.

The Israelis, who prefer the
pre-eminent role the United
States has taken in recent peace-
brokering, were non-committal.
They asked Lavrov to address
Russian arms sales to Syria and
Syria's supply of arms to
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Lavrov and Livni also signed
agreements removing prior visas
for travellers and opening Soviet-
era archives to Israeli
researchers. (JTA)

attend the barmitzvah of his old-
est son. Alexander fled the
United States two years ago as
federal authorities issued a war-
rant for his arrest on suspicion
of securities fraud. He has set up
a new home with his wife and
three children in Windhoek,
where he enjoys immunity from
extradition. (JTA)

-

SHALOM INDEPENDENT
MASORTI CONGREGATION

SAUJS BIRTHRIGHT TOUR

A7
5H/il/EIN\

Independent
Congregation

[srael June 2008

AFFILIATED TO THE WORLD
COUNCIL OF CONSERVATIVE/
MASORTI SYNAGOGUES

SHIUR

SHALOM MASORTI hold regular shiurim on Tuesday evenings
covering a range of interesting subjects

Masorti

Tour 1:16 June - 26 June
Tour 2:21 June - 03 July

i

WE INVITE ALL TO ATTEND AND LOOK FORWARD
TO WELCOMING YOU

Speaker:
Sydney Anolik
Steven Friedman
Steven Friedman
Lionel Slier

Time:

7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm

Date:

1 April 2008
8 April 2008
15 April 2008
22 April 2008

Venue: 6 Elray Street Raedene Johannesburg
(next door to Beyachad)
Secure on site parking available

For futher information contact Esther
(Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings)

Telephone 011-485-5619 Requirements: Applications:
E-mail: masortishalom @telkomsa.net Age: 18-26 .
U Www.saujs.co.za
Never been on an organised
WE'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU i) to el b fore Egal: 082 298-9304
AND WELCOMING YOU
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Rugby - a game for
a nice Jewish boy

ISSUES raised in this paper in the past
have often elicited vigorous responses
from our readers in letters and calls. But
the enthusiastic reaction - from local
sources and from Canada and other
places - to a piece of nostalgia that
emanated from Dave Berkowitz in White
River about Jewish rugby players in
major South African teams, rivals them
all and surprised us immensely.

We have been inundated with letters
from people who wanted to add other
names to his list - see the letters section
on page 14.

It is interesting how many significant
Jewish rugby players there actually were
and are - contrary to the general percep-
tion that Jews do not normally gravitate
to a sport like rugby. Fighting aggressive-
ly through a scrum and blasting one’s
way with the ball through a defensive
wall of hefty opponents determined to
bring you crashing down to the ground,
in order to touch the ball down on the
other side of the line for a try, is not an
image that immediately comes to mind
when one thinks of Jews.

The fact that we even find the count of
Jewish rugby players interesting enough
to write an editorial about is proof posi-
tive of this. And, of course, whenever
Jews watch a game in which there is a
Jewish player, there will be a remark
made at one time or another about who
the Jewish player actually is, and a silent
or vocal rooting for him to perform well -
both as a Jew and a sportsman.

Somewhere in the inner realms of our
Jewish psyche hovers the sentiment:
“Look how far we’ve come from the
Lithuanian shtetl!”

So, there it is: a charming, more mus-
cular reality behind the common Jewish
image.

Followers of the sport are familiar
with the old rugby legend that you need
at least one Jew in a Springbok team to
stand a chance of winning, because the
Jewish player will bring luck to the team.

This topic is as delightful a trip down
memory lane as are stories of old Jewish
Doornfontein in Johannesburg, and a
welcome escape from the doom and
gloom which currently pervade our com-
munity and country.

Sport has a remarkable ability to lift
one’s spirits - particularly team sports
that can be watched by the masses in sta-
diums or on television. We can all recall
the incredible excitement and cama-
raderie evoked by Nelson Mandela’s
foray onto the rugby field in 1995 to min-
gle with the Springboks, wearing the
number 6 jersey of captain Francois
Pienaar - an event which was watched by
millions and did more to improve race
relations than many other worthy
efforts.

More recently, we published an out-
standing photograph on our front page of
President Thabo Mbeki being hoisted
into the air, with a broad smile on his
face, by the victorious Springbok team
after they won the Rugby World Cup in
2007 in France.

The presence of so many Jewish play-
ers at provincial and national level
points to just how well integrated Jews
have been, and still are, into the broader
fabric of this country. Rugby and its
accoutrements are such an intrinsic
South African outdoors phenomenon - as
much as the braaivleis and boerewors -
that even for expats who have lived in
other countries for decades, it immedi-
ately reconnects the “umbilical cord” to
the southernmost tip of Africa - hence
letters like the ones from our readers in
Canada.

We salute our Jewish rugby players
and look forward to many more Jews in
Springbok teams who will bring those
teams luck and victory.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Hillary’s world and what it means for the ME

LARRY BENJAMIN

ALTHOUGH MANY conservative
Republicans deride Hillary
Clinton as a “beyond the pale” lib-
eral, such a view is clearly unfair
when one begins to evaluate the
foreign policy positions that have
been staked out over the last few
years by the New York senator.
Since she became a US senator
in 2000, she has cultivated

has begun to articulate some
clear differences and define her
positions.

In 2002 she supported the legis-
lation authorising the war in
Iraqg. She now, with hindsight,
regrets this decision and seeks to
extricate the US from Iraq but -
in so doing - she argues that any
withdrawal must be based upon
a realistic timetable and on
favourable terms to the US.

alliances with many moderate
and even religiously-minded senators and spo-
ken with intellect and clarity on many global
issues. She has also served with distinction on
the Senate Armed Services Committee and, in
so doing, has won the respect of the US military
establishment.

On foreign policy matters she can be por-
trayed either as a moderate or sometimes as a
political hawk. In fact some see her as being one
of the most hawkish Democratic Party sena-
tors.

What is abundantly clear is that the
redoubtable Hillary has a view of the world that
is informed and nuanced. Thus, a Clinton presi-
dency would be devoid of the ideological
impulses and “us versus them” mentality that
has propelled the myopic and grossly over-sim-
plistic global outlook of the Bush administra-
tion.

It is clearly evident that Clinton also disavows
the predilection towards unilateralism that has
characterised many of the Bush administra-
tion’s foreign policies. This suggests to me that,
as president, Clinton would be clearly inclined
to work through the UN, Nato and other multi-
lateral institutions in addressing major global
issues. This includes Middle East issues.

However, it would be misleading to see
Clinton as being unwilling to use force, unilater-
ally if need be, in specific circumstances.
Writing in the magazine Foreign Affairs in
November 2007, she stated unequivocally that
“as President I will never hesitate to use force to
protect Americans or to defend our territory
and our vital interests”.

With respect to the Middle East, Clinton has
to a degree supported the policies of President
Bush to a greater extent than is often realised. It
is only as a candidate for the presidency that she

For Clinton, the war in Iraq
has proven to be a costly and misguided
diversion from fighting the real battle
against Al-Qaida.

More specifically, she states that if she is
elected she would “convene the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, the Secretary of Defence and the
National Security Council and direct them
to draw up a clear, viable plan to bring our
troops home, starting within the first 60
days of my administration”.

Clinton believes, with considerable justi-
fication, that until the United States exits
Iraq, its ability to project its power mean-
ingfully elsewhere is compromised.

Clearly a diplomatic effort will be part of
a protracted exit from Iraq. In this regard
she has indicated that talking to Iran and
Syria might be part of any diplomatic effort
to resolve the Iraqi imbroglio.

However, while the New York senator has
indicated that talking to Iran about Iraq is
something that she clearly favours, it is
simultaneously clear that there will be
absolutely no soft-pedalling towards Iran on
issues such as that country’s nuclear activi-
ties and Tehran’s support for organisations
such as Hezbollah and Hamas.

In 2007 Clinton voted with 75 senators to
declare Iran’s Revolutionary Guards a “ter-
rorist organisation”. She has also vehe-
mently opposed Iran’s nuclear ambitions
and has been critical of (her Democratic
Party adversary) Barack Obama for ruling
out the use of nuclear weapons in any
potential future conflict with Iran. She has
also declared Iran to be the foremost state
that sponsors international terrorism.

In dealing with Iran in general, she has
reiterated her belief that “all options must
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remain on the table”. Almost a year ago
Clinton contended that “if we do have to
take offensive military action against Iran,
it would be far better if the rest of the
world saw it as a position of last resort”.

To me this suggests that she realises, per-
haps more so than Obama, that vigorous
diplomacy can only work for a superpower
when backed up by meaningful military
and economic power and a willingness to
use that power in specific circumstances.

With respect to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, a Clinton presidency would likely
seek to reinvigorate the peace process and
she would probably revert, mutatis mutan-
dis, to the policies that exemplified Bill
Clinton’s administration.

Hillary Clinton has been an unbridled
supporter of Israel. She has supported the
idea of the “separation wall” and has not
spoken out stridently against Israel’s
expansion of settlements in the occupied
territories.

Support for a two-state solution, includ-
ing a Palestinian state in the West Bank
and Gaza, coupled with a declaration by
the protagonists that the conflict was over
and that no further claims would be
advanced, would be among the key ingredi-
ents in any proposed settlement.

However, in a changed regional environ-
ment and after a second and far more vio-
lent intifada, such a reversion is, in my
mind, unlikely to achieve tangible results.

Finding new solutions, including one
that either accommodates Hamas or one
that eradicates the influence of religious
extremism, may prove to be elusive.

Simultaneously Hillary Clinton may
have to get tougher on Israel and on Fatah
to extract the kind of compromises that
will be necessary.

A President Clinton will have to come
up with new ideas and a totally new
approach if she really wants to go down as
the president that solved the Israeli-
Palestinian conundrum and restored
America’s standing in this vital region of
the world.

Larry Benjamin is lecturer in Inter-
national Relations at Wits University.

‘14 Reasons’ to

GARY REWALD
THORNHILL (TORONTO)

I READ Rabbi Yossy Goldman’s article in the
Jewish Report, on 14 reasons to stay in South
Africa. With the greatest respect, I think that
your “14 reasons” reflect a naive longing for
the past and are not a sober reflection of the
reality of the present.

1. Divine Providence - As Jews, we “tamper”
with our destinies in our daily prayers, asking
Hashem to change our perceived destinies. My
destiny was obviously not meant to be in South
Africa - Hashem obviously has other plans for
me and my children.

2. The way of Life - If you consider that nor-
mality is armed young adults patrolling Jewish
neighbourhoods, or, is acceptance of hijack-
ings, robberies, multiple daily murders,(even
on the way to shul), living behind electric
fences, fear of driving at night, load shedding,
or corruption to the highest levels of govern-
ment, then I guess you DO have a different way
of life.

3. Our Jewish community - The South
African Jewish community is not at all unique,
except in its insular lifestyle and shrinking
community. The diversity and richness of
Jewish life in Toronto is unparalleled any-
where in the Diaspora and throbs with unique
vibrancy. Expatriate South Africans are at the
forefront of this incredible community.

4. Your grandchildren will be Jewish! - To
suggest that staying in South Africa will guar-
antee that our grandchildren will be Jewish is
irresponsible. While I may not agree with all of
the shades of Judaism with which we have
come into contact, both on the right and on the
left, I am grateful that my children have seen
and learnt and appreciate these differences
that make up K’lal Yisrael.

5. Miracles are not for nothing! - I dispute
the claim that there has been a peaceful tran-
sition to democracy. Sure, there is not an overt

stay devoid of reality

war, but the levels of violence, crime, cor-
ruption, and the continued impoverish-
ment of millions to the enrichment of a few,
is indicative of a slide into violent chaos,
not peaceful democracy. I must wonder
why the community imprisons itself in self-
imposed ghettoes with roving private secu-
rity forces.

6. The moral responsibility. - Morocco,
Iran, Iraq, Germany, Lithuania and Poland
were “good to the Jews” - for a while. There
is a reason that Durban was chosen as the
venue for virulent anti-Semitic conferences.
The Jewish community simply does not
make as much of a difference in South
Africa anymore. Thus the moral responsi-
bility must now be to acknowledge decreas-
ing influence and to be vigilant of increas-
ing antagonism.

7. Life is so exciting - Are you kidding me?
The headlines on www.iol.co.za proclaim
the “exciting” life in South Africa. When
was the last time any white Jewish South
African took a bus anywhere, walked
around downtown Johannesburg or even
took their children to the local park to play
on the swings? I will quite happily accept
the “boredom” of Thornhill to the “excite-
ment’ of rape, murder, corruption, sewage
spills, broken infrastructure, HIV epi-
demics, and those other exciting daily
events.

8. Wannabe an alien? - As a proud Jewish
Canadian of South African heritage, I am
more part of this Canadian culture than
any White South African Jew will ever be of
the Rainbow Nation

9. Family - Even Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov were told by Hashem to leave their
families. It did not stop them leaving for bet-
ter lives.

10. The 5th Commandment - In Canada,
SAJAC Seniors bears testament to the num-
ber of bobbas and zaydes, grannies and

grandpas, oupas and oumas that have made
THEIR decision to join their families.
Honouring one’s parents is not only about
staying; it’s also about living in a secure
society instead of one that imprisons them
in their homes.

11. Save your marriage - I trust the rabbi
is not suggesting that divorce rates in South
Africa are lower because “they” did not
emigrate.

12. Money - There are thousands of suc-
cess stories of South Africans around the
world. And if it’s really easier to make
money in South Africa, why is the reality
that the Chevrah Kadisha in South Africa
needs millions more each year?

13. Support - In just a few short years, we
have replicated and refined the support sys-
tems we all knew from South Africa. And
there are literally hundreds of already
existing and long serving Jewish support
systems in Toronto specifically, far exceed-
ing those in South Africa.

14. Your shul - Sadly, I have to tell you that
Sydenham Shul for many is a fond memory
and has been replaced by the new realities
of living outside of South Africa. We have
founded and built Chabad Lubavitch of
Markham in true South African tradition.
We are counted among the founders of
Shaarei Tefillah. Sha’ar Shalom, Har Zion,
Aish Hatorah and South African traditions
are incorporated into the places we now call
“OUR shul”.

So, if you would ask me to trade my life in
Canada for the reality of living in the mouth
of the dragon or “living on the volcano”,
there is but one answer. NEVER!

Seems to me that the present Jewish pop-
ulation of South African have taken to
heart the words of the famous South
African Jewish playwright, Pieter-Dirk Uys
- “ADAPT OR DIE”. That is their choice.

We choose neither.



