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Will Hamas - Israel truce hold?

WHILE NOWHERE near coexistence, Israel and Hamas are trying out
an accommodation of sorts with an Egyptian-brokered truce in the Gaza
Strip. But Tuesday's rocket attack from Gaza fuelled speculation that the
quiet would not hold for Iong. PAGE 11

i . Iﬁi ‘ < .h -.:"--."";l'||J
Israeli soldiers at an army base in southern Israel June 11, after returning from an overnight operation against Palestinian militants in the
Gaza Strip. Israel's truce with Hamas took effect nine days later. (CREDIT: BPH IMAGES)
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Looking at the good side

PARSHAT KORACH is named after
the individual who led a revolt
against Moshe and Aharon. How is
it possible that a Torah portion,
should be named after a rebel, an
evil person “whose name is not
mentioned”? We must say that
Korach possessed some merit, for
which reason the portion is named
after him.

Korach and his band revolted out
of their desire to be priests - High
Priests.

The Midrash tells us that in try-
ing to dissuade them, Moshe said:
“We have but one G-d... and but one
High Priest; the 250 of you all
desire to be High Priests?! I, too,
desire to be one!”

Moshe was telling them that
while their desire was commend-
able, it was also unrealistic, since
there could only be one High
Priest.

Our sages inform us that in the
Time to Come, the Levites will
become Kohanim. Rabbi Schneur
Zalman of Liadi explains that

PARSHAT
KORACH

Rabbi Ariel Woznica
Chabad of Linksfield

Korach desired to bring about this
change during his time. “He was,
however, sadly mistaken, for this
manner of conduct can only come
about when all is purified and
refined.”

Thus, Korach’s intent was
indeed lofty; he desired to reveal
in his times that which will only
be revealed in the Time to Come.

This is the difference between
Korach’s error and that of the
spies, who returned from spying
out Eretz Yisrael with a negative
report about the land.

The spies’ underlying motive
for their unglamorous report was
a good one as well - they preferred
the spiritual lifestyle that they

enjoyed in the desert to the mun-
dane existence of living in the land.
They were, greatly mistaken, for
G-d’s desire was that they perform
mitzvot in Eretz Yisrael. The spies’
error lay in their approach - they
were conceptually wrong.

Korach, however, was not wrong
in theory, he desired - that the
Levites be Kohanim - (and that) isin
fact what will exist in the Time to
Come. Only that his timing was off.

The portion’s title will be under-
stood accordingly. It stresses the
positive aspects of Korach - his
desire for High Priesthood, and his
desire to transform the present into
the splendid future.

The lessons here: First, we
should strive to emulate Korach’s
desire to become a High Priest.
However, together with this desire
to reach the greatest heights, we
must also know that we have to
descend within the world of Torah
and mitzvot, and that indeed,
“deeds are above all else”.

Secondly when we meet a Jew
whose conduct is similar to
Korach’s in the simple context of
the verse, we are not to think:

SHABBAT TIMES

June 27 / 24 Sivan
June 28 / 25 Sivan

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:09 18:01 Johannesburg
17:29 18:24 Cape Town
16:49 17:42  Durban

17:10 18:02  Bloemfontein
17:00 17:55 Port Elizabeth
16:53 17:48 East London

“What connection do I have with
such an individual? How can I
descend into ‘the pit’ to rescue
him?”

Rather, we learn that even a
Jew whose actions are of the low-
est order, can be roused to proper
behaviour and performance of
mitzvot, for the inner recesses of
even such a person’s heart
remain steadfastly bound to G-d
and His Torah. All this person
has to do is “take himself” in
hand, and he will succeed in
revealing his wonderful inner
qualities.

SE Hebrew Congregation turns

DAVID SAKS

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
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advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
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IT TAKES more than bricks and
mortar to make a Kkehilla.
Friendship, foresight, participation
and above all an unswerving com-
mitment to perpetuating the Jewish
heritage and its values, is what
makes a congregation succeed and
endure.

These were the main messages
that came through during last
Sunday’s 100th anniversary cele-
brations of the South-Eastern
Hebrew Congregation (SEHC).

Past and present members of the
congregation, along with extended
family, friends and well-wishers,
attended the historic occasion,
which took place in the 78-year old
synagogue in the suburb of
Rosettenville.

The deep affection people felt for
the time-worn, but still dignified
and attractive old building, where
their early commitment to Judaism
and Jewish peoplehood had been
nurtured, was palpable.

An ongoing link with the past was
evoked through dedicating the
musical items on the programme to
various events and personalities of
yesteryear. Thus, the rendition by
the choir and organist Evelyn
Green of favourite Yiddish songs
was dedicated to “Mr Hyman
who

Abrams of La Rochelle,

| Chief Rabbi
{ Warren
Goldstein
addresses
the congre-
gation.

brought his gramophone to the
Rosettenville cheder and played
Yiddish songs to Rev A L. Kaplan and
his talmidim”.

A Rosh Hashanah medley hon-
oured the memory of Dr Hymie
Sack, chairman from 1950-1967 and
who “loved chazzanut and opera”.
The final musical interlude was enti-
tled chupah and was dedicated to
Harry and Fanny Shlom, whose
marriage in July 1924 was one of the
first to be solemnised in the shul.

Chairman Ben Krengel delivered
the welcome address, in which he
paid tribute to all those who had
been part of the congregation’s
unfolding 100-year story. The shul,
he said, had not just played an
important part in the lives of so
many of those present, but had
resulted in much good for
Johannesburg and its Jewish com-
munity as a whole.

Among the leading lights he men-
tioned by name was its founder,
Joseph Broomberg, whose fifth and
last son, Harold, was present in the
audience and who received a warm
round of applause when asked to
stand up for a moment.

Krengel mentioned by name every
current member of the congregation
whose regular presence ensured the
continuation of the weekly minyan.
He thanked the SAJBD for partner-
ing with the congregation in organ-

ising the event.

In his keynote address, Chief
Rabbi Warren Goldstein, whose
own family has roots in the south-
ern suburbs, said the SEHC epito-
mised consistency, continuity and
commitment. The Torah was com-
pared to a mountain, since just as a
mountain could not be moved, so
were the values of Torah
immutable and everlasting.

So much had happened in South
Africa and the world since its estab-
lishment, yet the values espoused
by the shul’s founders remained
the same to the present day.

Gauteng MEC for Local
Government Dorothy Mahlangu,
commended the Jewish community
for its continued strong adherence
to its own culture and values while
at the same time fully participating
as committed citizens of the wider
society. South Africans, particular-
ly those whose cultural heritage
and traditional values had been so
badly undermined during the
apartheid era, could learn much
from their example.

Speakers included the Krengel
brothers, Avrom and Zev, who grew
up in the congregation and subse-
quently went on to attain senior
leadership positions in the greater
South African Jewish community.
Avrom is currently serving his sec-
ond term as national chairman of

Zev Krengel
with Dorothy
Qedani
Mahlangu,
MEC in the
Department

| of Local
Government,
Gauteng.

100 in style

the SAZF while Zev was elected
national chairman of the SAJBD in
September last year.

Avrom Krengel paid tribute to
his grandfather, the late Joe Joffe, a
lifelong member and long-serving
chairman of the SEHC. Despite
being written off many times, the
congregation had continued to
exist long past its expected “sell-by
date”. As such, it represented the
resilience of the whole South
African Jewish community, which
likewise had defied pessimistic pre-
dictions of its imminent demise to
not only survive, but thrive.

Zev Krengel thanked his parents
for deciding to remain in the south
of Johannesburg when so many
were leaving. This had given him
and his siblings the opportunity of
growing up in a wonderful commu-
nity that had made them the kind
of committed Jews they were
today.

Rael Cynkin, spiritual leader of
the community, referred to the pre-
vious week’s parsha, Shelach
Lecha, in illustrating the foresight
and dedication shown by the shul’s
founders.

They had been, he said, like
Caleiv and Yehoshua, who on arriv-
ing in a new country had (unlike
the other 10 spies) chosen to see not
its problems but the wonderful
opportunities it offered.
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Anne Frank’'s diary is
now also in Afrikaans

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

THE AFRIKAANS translation of The Diary
of Anne Frank - Die Agterhuis - was an
important addition to the resources avail-
able to teachers of the Holocaust, Richard
Freedman told a gathering assembled on
Youth Day for the book’s launch at the Cape
Town Holocaust Centre.

Freedman, director of the Centre, said this
particular day had been chosen because of
its proximity to Anne Frank’s birthday -
June 12 - and to emphasise the role youth
had to play.

Interestingly, the day that former
President Nelson Mandela and others had
been transported to Robben Island to serve
their sentences after the Rivonia Trial, had
in fact been Frank’s birthday.

Translator of the work Dr Lina Spies, poet,
writer, teacher and professor of Afrikaans
and Nederlands at the University of
Stellenbosch, referred to a sign at the Hector
Pieterson Museum - featured in a documen-
tary shown to the audience - that read: “To
hell with Afrikaans”.

Describing this as “a knife through my
heart”, she expressed the wish that the
translation of the diary would “help people
not think of Afrikaans in that way”.

“Anne Frank wrote the diary never
dreaming it would become world-famous
and that she’d become an international
icon,” she said. “Yet there is still glaring
ignorance about the author and the diary,
particularly in South Africa and especially
in the Afrikaans community.

“I trust that my translation 60 years after
its first publication will contribute to coun-
teracting this ignorance.”

She stated that her work was the realisa-
tion of a lifelong ideal and recalled that her

Holocaust survivor Miriam Lichterman, Dr
Lina Spies and Gerald Potash at the launch
of Die Agterhuis.

association with the diary had started in 1961
when she was a university student. “I read it
against the background of the Eichmann
court hearing in Jerusalem in the same year -
for the first time I was confronted with the
Nazi atrocities,” she said.

She had written a poem about Frank then
and reading it now years later, she had been
struck by the young girl’s “painstaking
attainment and preservation of her own iden-
tity” and her “overwhelming optimism”.

Spies read extracts from her translation
and spoke of some of the difficulties she had
encountered in completing it. Reading of
Frank’s dream of having one of her fairy
tales published, had caused Spies’s emotions,
which she had kept under control until then,
to “snap”.

“I saw myself at the age of 10 or 11 publish-
ing very simple poems in a Free State publica-
tion and I remembered how thrilled and excit-
ed I was.

Spies said that Otto Frank’s permission to
publish the diary had saved his daughter
from an anonymous death in the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp. She felt that the
diary had become “so famous” because
Frank’s experience of being alone was part of
the human condition.

Please join
Dr Mamphela Ramphele

Prominent business leader, former MD of the World Bank and vice chancellor of UCT

and Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein
Chief Rabbi of South Africa

speaking on

Leadership and Human Rights:

Essential Foundations for Democracy

DATE: Thursday 3° July
TIME: 7pm for 7:30pm
VENUE: GIBS - Gordon Institute of Business Science,
25 Fricker Road, lllovo
COST: R30 (for catering purposes)
RSVP: Jolene 082 850 9779 or eventsi@chiefrabbi.co.za

“Enriching Tomorrow, Sharing Ideas for the Future® is a public speaking forum
recently launched by the Office of the Chief Rabbi
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FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN ZIONIST FEDERATION,
THE CHIEF RABBI, THE BETH DIN AND THE
SOUTHERN AFRICAN RABRBINICAL ASSOCIATION

PRAYER MEETING

FOR THE SAFETY AND RELEASE
OF ISRAEL'S CAPTURED SOLDIERS

LEST WE FORGET ............

HELP US TO HELP THEM

BE THEIR VOICES FOR THEIR VOICES CANNOT BE HEARD

DATE:
TIME:
VENUE:

17H00

WEDNESDAY 2 JULY / 29 SIVAN

GREAT PARK SYNAGOGUE, GLENHOVE ROAD,
CNR 4TH STREET, HOUGHTON

For those in need of emotional
support, guidance and
protection from abuse .....

%  Our Social Services division offers individual and family counselling to help people
overcome relationship and parenting difficulties; trauma related o criminal violence,
depression; addictions; adjustment to aging and other life-changing circumstances and
domestic violence.

%  Jewish Community Services is the only Jewish welfare organization in Gauteng
accredited to perform statutory intervention. Permission may be granted by the
Children's Court to move children to a place of safety when they need protection from
abuse or neglect. Stalutory intervention may also be necessary when adulls become a
danger to themselves or others and require treatment for mental iliness and/or
substance abuse.

Your community needs you
Help us to help those unable to help themselves

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH HELPING HAND P

KW FThan 3\ )

Tel: 011 532 9600 Fax: 011 532 9655 Email: chevrahgroup@jhbchev.co.za
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A group of cyclists sweating their way up past the King David sports field.
(PHOTOGRAPH: SHELLEY ELK)

Working up a
sweat for Israel

SHELLEY ELK
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OVER 200 people braved the cold early last
Sunday morning, to ride bicycles on behalf of
Israel in a novel celebration of the country’s
60th anniversary.

Fathers, sons, mothers, daughters, friends,
professionals, schoolteachers and learners,
rode from King David Linksfield sports
ground and lapped 12km around Orange
Grove, and past Huddle Park, along Club
Street and back to the school.

The SAZF, with Bev Goldman in the fore-
front, organised this unique celebration, a
60km “Cycle Ride for Israel”, hosted by King
David Linksfield, with six cyclists from Beit
Shemesh in Israel brought out by Part-
nership 2000 joining the celebratory event.

Staggered starts and laps were arranged so
that cyclists could join the event at any time,
and do as many or few laps as they chose. The
event was extremely well-organised with
Hatzolah ambulances circulating the route
and on standby at the school grounds, while
the ever vigilant CSO ensured security was in
place.

Cyclists encouraged one another, in a spir-
it of camaraderie, and afterwards enjoyed a
braai, and met and talked to their Israeli
guests.

Each participant earned a medal and good-
ie bag, whether they completed one or five
laps.

Bev Goldman, head of PR at the SAZF, said:
“Considering this was our first cycle event,
we are absolutely delighted. Everybody was
enthusiastic and we have had lots of calls.
Despite the cold weather we had a good
turnout.

“The Israeli cyclists said it was very well
organised; they raved about it and said it was
great. People were bowled over to interact
and talk with the visiting cyclists who came
out specially for the event.”

Alan Amoils and Michael Levi who cycled
on a tandem, “thoroughly enjoyed the event”.
Amoils said it was “superbly well organised
and we want more; we would like this to be an
annual event”.

He added: “We started late, at 09:30 and did
three laps, it was ‘lekker’, we loved the vibe.
Our worry about the route being too busy
was unfounded because the cones were in
place and it worked like a dream.”

Kelly Goldstuck who cycled with her father
Oscar and brother Daniel, also thoroughly
enjoyed the event, and said: “It was well put
together, and I would participate again.”

Kelly cycled four laps, starting from 08:00
and said “even though it was quite cold in the
morning, it warmed up a bit”. Kelly is in
grade 11 and rides for the KDL cycle team.

Rabbi Ilan Ra’anan, dean of Yeshiva
College Girls High School, cycled in the event
with his nephew Avi Finkelstein (11) who
goes to Hirsch Lyons School. Rabbi Ra’anan,
added: “I felt the after-effects but it was great
to sweat for Israel. The event was well co-
ordinated. There was a really nice crowd.”

He added: “Avi, who joined me for part of
the way, was hoping there would be a 61km
cycle ride for Israel next year! Kol hakavod to
the organisers.”

Draped in Israeli flags, Alan Amoils, who
cycled with his two brothers Steven and
Michael, and Brilliant (who works for
Michael) said the event was well-organised
and the concept of cycling 60km for Israel’s
60th was great and a nice way to show sup-
port for Israel.

“I would love to see this event taking place
annually, it is something well worth doing!
And it deserves all our support,” he said.

Ze’ev Moskovitz, Sima Menora, Dr Erez
Ezrachi, Ilan Valani, Alon Cohen, and Alla
Barhoon, the “cycling ambassadors”, repre-
sented the diversity of Israeli society. Ilan,
works for the Israeli police, in the bomb
squad; Alon, who finished his architecture
studies, is an enthusiastic “roadie” rider.

All participants - Israeli and south African
- have in common that they are enthusiastic
cyclists.

Ze’ev, after the ride remarked that “the
altitude was very different” and it was a lot
harder for him to cycle here than in Israel.
He only started cycling last year, after being
cleared by his doctors. Pointing to the scars
on his legs, Moskovitz said: “I waited 27
years for this dream to come true.

“At age 11 a tumour was discovered on my
leg, and surgery removed bone from my
shin. I am a miracle, they said I would not
grow up, thank G-d I am here.”

Dr Ezrachi runs “Wheels of Love”, a char-
ity ride held once a year in Israel in
November, with participants from all over
the world. Wheels of Love, a five day, four
route ride, is the largest multi-day, multi-
route sport event in Israel, aimed at raising
money for Alyn, a paediatric hospital.

Erez who injured himself before the
Johannesburg race, was unable to cycle. He
has been riding since ‘88.

Ilan, who has been cycling for more than
10 years, and last year got involved in road
biking, said road biking involved a different
speed, and mentality, and was an “alone
sport”, very fast and very physical.

Alla, an Arab Israeli has been involved in
a two year old project, guiding (13-to 15-year-
old) youth, involving Arab children from Ein
Rafa and Jewish Israeli youth from Beit
Shemesh. Alla is an engineer who is now
studying education.

Rabbi llan Ra’anan waving the Israeli
flag. (PHOTOGRAPH: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

Alan Amoils
(at the front)
and Michael
Levion a
tandem.

(PHOTOGRAPH:
SHELLEY ELK)
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Jewish Life’s 3rd volume brings back memories

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

THE CAPE Town launch of Jewish Life in
the South African Country Communities
Volume 111: Southern and Eastern Cape
took place here under the auspices of the
Jacob Gitlin Library and the South African
Jewish Museum. This volume is dedicated to
the memory of the late Phyllis Jowell who
passed away in this city in August 2006.

Together with Rose Norwich and
Adrienne Collenburg, Jowell was co-ordina-
tor and chief researcher for the project
which was launched by the South African
Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth in 1992.

Cecil Jowell said that his late wife would
have been “moved and very happy” to know
that so many Capetonians had taken an
interest in the project and “surprised and
embarrassed” to know that it had been ded-
icated to her.

“Phyllis put a great deal into the project
and got a lot out of it,” he said, explaining
that it “combined her two great passions -
her fellow Jews and her fellow plattelanders
(country folk)”.

The family had lived in Springbok for 10
years, he added. “They loved her and still do.
When she passed away, she left us wonder-
ing whether we’d ever encounter such a
compassionate and caring person again.”

Guest speaker Dr Bernie Radomsky
described the book as “truly a collector’s
item” with its information on around 70
towns in the Southern and Eastern Cape.
“We see that so many prominent South
Africans came from small towns,” he noted.

He reminisced about his grandfather who
had settled in Cradock and then the
Grahamstown area, whose first job had been
delivering post on horseback. He had subse-
quently settled in Salem, 28 miles (some 45
km) from Grahamstown, then moved back
to Grahamstown just before the Anglo-Boer
War, setting up a stall making cigarettes

called Noah’s Ark.

Radomsky’s father and grandfather had
both been life presidents of the Grahamstown
Shul and his father had been a city councillor
for many years, but had declined the position
of mayor. He remembered the City of Saints
(as Grahamstown is known) as a “conserva-
tive village” in his youth.

From time to time, the family had travelled
to Port Elizabeth to visit relatives - a journey
of three hours. “It was all very formal,” he
recalled.

“The cousins addressed each other as ‘Mr’
and the children had to sit outside so as not to
dirty the furniture.”

Members of the audience related several
humorous anecdotes on life in the relevant
country areas.

Cecil Jowell

Radomsky,
panellists at
the book
launch

and Dr Bernie

Rose Norwich,

Zim
evacuation
rumour
nipped in
the bud

CONTRARY TO a special report that
appeared in the London-based Jewish
Chronicle of June 12, there are no plans
afoot for the mass evacuation of the
Jewish community from Zimbabwe.

The JC article caused something of a
stir when it reported that the Jewish
Agency was planning an emergency mis-
sion to airlift the few remaining
Zimbabwean Jews to Israel. However
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, CEO and spiritu-
al leader to the African Jewish Congress,
stressed that his organisation had “no
knowledge of, and is not aware of, any
evacuation plans”.

Jewish Agency envoy to southern
Africa, Ofer Dahan, was originally quot-
ed by the JC as saying that Zimbabwean
Jewry were scheduled to “leave
Zimbabwe soon”. Subsequently, however,
he told the Jewish News that there was
“no such plan”. Dahan is currently in
Israel and was not available for comment
at the time of writing.

Individual members of the Zimbabwe
Jewish community subsequently inter-
viewed by the JC have since confirmed
that they have no plans to leave, despite
the deteriorating situation.

According to the Jewish News, Hylton
Solomon, president of the Bulawayo
Hebrew Congregation, described the
claim as “fairytales”. He added that he
was about to return to Zimbabwe from
South Africa and would not be doing so if
he felt threatened.

RABBI LAU S

PEAK

e

SAT 5JULY 8: 00 PM

WWW.CHABADJOBURG.ORG 011




6 SA JEWISH REPORT

27 June - 04 July 2008

SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

Two sets of happy and proud parents, Zipporah and Reuven Abeshouse hold-
ing their son Mendel with Gavriel and llana Smith holding Aharon.

A double take
opshearen simcha

AN OPSHEAREN, the cutting of a
child’s hair for the first time, is a sim-
cha that communities and the con-
cerned family usually celebrate with
only one child at a time. In different cir-
cumstances such as when the family
has had a pair of male twins, then both
children would obviously both be party
to the celebration at the same time, but
this is an unusual occurrence.

Recently, however, two Johannes-
burg families, Gavriel and Ilana Smith
and Zipporah and Reuven Abeshouse,
who are both members of Torah
Academy and as a result are not only
friends, but also have a great number of
friends in common, decided that
(despite the fact that their children
were not twins) as their children’s
birthdays were very close, they would
join up and hold their opshearen sim-
cha together.

As a result, two bewildered three
year olds sat a metre or so apart on
chairs piled high with cushions, while
the men milled around them, patiently
waiting for their turn to cut a lock of
hair off each of the children’s heads.

The roots of this minhag or tradition

Sharon Sheer who coordinated the function
shows off one of the fruit platters.

among the more observant communi-
ty, emanates from the idea that in the
Torah, man is compared to a tree.
(Behold, man is like a tree of the field -
Deuteronomy, Devarim 20:19).

Jewish law forbids the cutting of
fruit from a tree before it reaches the
age of three years and the custom of
not cutting a boy child’s hair for this
period has derived from this.

At the opshearen, the child becomes
the focus of everyone when his hair
which has been allowed to grow for
three years, is cut off. This cutting is
not done by a hairdresser, as is the
case with many young children, but by
each adult male present who joins in
the family’s celebration by ceremoni-
ously cutting off a little piece of the
youngster’s hair.

The ceremony also heralds the time
when the youngster will begin to wear
a yarmulke and tzitzit.

As the event can often be somewhat
traumatic for the child, a book has
recently been published which can
simply and reassuringly prepare the
child (and his parents) for the event. It
is called “My Upshearen Book” and is
available from the Jewish bookshops.

NB: opshearen and upshearen are
both correct spellings.

Maurits Bolak with his great-grandson Mendel
Abelhouse.

Mendel gets a cuddle from his Uncle Motti
Shishler.

Ronnie Bass and Aileen Berzack.

Andrea and lan Smith, grandfather of Aharon
Smith.

Hanna Rivka Lewin and Eleanor Shishler holding her grandson Zalman.

Two proud fathers, Yudi Cohen holding his son
Aharon and Shaul Rabin with his son Yaacov
Menachem beside him.

L Ll
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LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

ERMELO, MPUMULANGA
(OLD EASTERN
TRANSVAAL).

From Bernard Lapidus, Toronto,
Canada:

“I attended cheder in Ermelo
from 1944-’46, together with the
Goodman brothers, Hymie and
Issie. Our teacher was the late Rev
Meyer Bloch, one of the finest men I
ever knew. He fitted the description,
“a true mensch”.

“He ministered to the Ermelo
community for over 30 years and
was deeply loved by all. He and his
wife insisted that all the Jewish chil-
dren, who were boarders at the local
convent or koshuis (hostel) had to
come on Shabbos or Yomtov morn-
ing to his home for tea.

“After the Rev’s passing in 1952,
my late father, Joe Lapidus, would
assist in leading the services on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
until my family left the area in 1957.

“I worked in Ermelo from 1954 to
1957 and we then had only eight
families living in the town, but still
managed a regular Friday night
service, led by the late Joe Cohen, a
local pharmacist.

“There were two Jewish pharma-
cists, two Jewish attorneys, one
Jewish doctor and also a Jewish
hotelier. Abe Berry, the internation-
ally renowned cartoonist, was born
there and educated at the local high
school together with his three
brothers and sister. Aleck Goldberg,
a former director of the Jewish
Board of Deputies is also a former
Ermelo High School student.

“* One family name omitted from
the Waterval Boven story was that
of the Tobias family. He was the
local general dealer.”

PORT ELIZABETH
Maurice Horwitz (cont):

“As Port Elizabeth from 1820
onwards grew in relation to the
development and settlement of the
Eastern Province, and with its
increasing importance as a harbour
and commercial centre, so the
Jewish community steadily expand-
ed.

“At all times Port Elizabeth
remained the largest town in the
Eastern Province, and the Port
Elizabeth Hebrew Community
remained the pivot of Jewish life for
the whole of the Eastern Province
until the turn of the 19th/20th cen-
tury.

“From the early part of the 19th

century, and particularly after the
Great Trek (1835-°38) Jews spread
inland and by 1860 there were Jews
in Colesberg, Burgersdorp, Aliwal
North, King Williamstown,
Murraysburg, Somerset East,
Dordrecht and East London, all
served by the Port Elizabeth Hebrew
Congregation.

“As far back as 1850 services were
held in Port Elizabeth. In 1853 Isaac
Benzion Schottenfels was appointed
by the Cape Government as the first
Jewish marriage officer for the
Eastern Province. It was, however,
in 1855 that the first meeting of Jews
in the Eastern Province was held to
discuss the formation of a congrega-
tion, but it was in 1857 that the con-
gregation was formally established.

“Services were at first held in
hired premises but in 1862 the
Lutheran Church in Whites Road
was acquired and converted into a
synagogue.

“In 1872 the PE Hebrew
Congregation appointed Rev Samuel
Rappaport, a noted scholar, as its
first minister. He served the congre-
gation and also the scattered com-
munities of the Eastern Province for
nearly 25 years. He was to be the first
minister to perform Jewish cere-
monies and rites at Bloemfontein
and Durban.”

(To be continued).

JOHANNESBURG FOOTBALL
- THE JEWISH CONNECTION

From Dave Berkowitz. White River:

“Many Famous Jewish referees in
South Africa by Melvyn Jaye, from
my old suburb, Winston Ridge,
reminds me of the period in South
African soccer when the Jewish
interest and influence was at its
greatest in the local version of the
world game.

“Melvyn mentions Issy Pimstein,
Solly Abkin, Gerry Ostrofsky and
Leonard Fine and I would like to add
afew more able referees - Abe Levin,
who in spite of a physical handicap
handled matches most efficiently,
Aubrey May and Joe Saitowitz.

“The 4th of July 1959,
Independence Day in America, was
the day when a group of officials
banded together to initiate the
beginning of professional football in
South Africa.

“The National Football League
was Kick-started with major Jewish
initiative. Dave Snaier was president
of the Football Association of South
Africa. Lubbe Snoyman acted as
‘caretaker’ chairman of the NFL
when it started.

“Rangers Football Club was
founded in the early 1930s by Arthur
Bloch, Ginger Jacobson and Jack
Segal. Lucke Matus and Lubbe
Snoyman were both members of a
very successful Kensington Poly-
technic in 1928 and Lucke then
moved on to become a foundation
member of Balfour Park in 1935.

“He was the instigator of the most

successful team in the 1960s, namely
Highlands Park, formed in 1959.
Lucke was chairman, backed by
high-powered businessmen Rex
Evans, Norman Frysch, Eric
Nathan, Max Ephron, N Klein,
D Klein and H Stein. Secretary
Hessei Joffe gave many years of
loyal service to Highlands Park.
“Brothers Football Club was
served by directors Len Weinstock,
Ernest Stein, Max Greenstone, Jim
Olitzki and Abe Abel. Ramblers
directors were Blackie Katzen,
Gerald Solomon and Myer Mannie.
“Syd Chaitowitz was chairman of
Rangers with fellow directors
Barney Kaye, Fish Snoyman, Jim
Stodel, Lionel Cohen and Meyer
Kunovsky (former Balfour Park).”

(To be continued).
BLOEMFONTEIN

1950 Women’s Zionist branch AGM
report by Mrs D Pencharz:

“When Hilda Ellman presented
her report at the end of 1948, she
expressed the jubilation of the whole
Jewish people at the marvellous
realisation of Herzl’'s dream - the
birth of the Jewish State.

“Now the Jewish people must har-
ness all its energy and enterprise in
the furtherance of the greatest
experiment of resettlement in world
history. The economic strain
imposed by the (Second World) War
cannot be borne by the State alone.

“The Israelis are fully prepared to
open their doors and shoulder the
lion’s share but it is our duty to help
with the absorption of immigrants.
Enormous sums are required to
maintain an army to protect the
boundaries, to finance the ‘Magic
Carpet’, to rehabilitate the new
immigrants and this is where the
Israel United Appeal steps in.

“The IUA came into being as a
result of the overwhelming desire of
SA Jewry to do their utmost and
resulted in closer co-operation and
harmony among the SA Jewish
Appeal, Women’s Zionist
Organisation and the Union of
Jewish Women.

“Our thanks go out to the
Government for being one of the
first countries to grant ‘de facto’
recognition of Israel. The appoint-
ment of an (Israeli) consul general
and consul, will do much, both polit-
ically and economically, to establish
closer ties between Israel and South
Africa.

“It was a proud and touching
moment when, to the strains of
Hatikva and with the Israeli flag
unfurled, the consuls made their
first appearance as representatives
of Israel at the 22nd SA Zionist
Conference.”

* “Operation Magic Carpet” was
the 1948 rescue campaign to bring in,
Jews who had been victimised in
Yemen, Iraq and Iran.
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021 885 1496
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18 years old and are interested
in participating in a new
medication treatment
study call 0800-997-525
(toll free) for more

Gaucher Disease ~

Clinical Trial
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untreated Gaucher Disease, are over
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Law Offices of Mitch Berensor Mitch Berenson

Attorney at Law

Telephone: (310) 207 0800
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ELECTRONIC TAP & BASIN COMBO
* Battery back-up
* Germ-free & Hygenic
(vou don’t touch the tap to activate)
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* Your own guest bathroom -
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e-mail: budgetplumbing@iburst.co.za
Athol House, 214 Athol Street, Highlands North
Tel: (011) 887-0654 Fax: (011) 440-9414

SUNNY ROAD OPTOMETRIST

Contact Lens Special - Buy 1 box of Focus Dailies 90's
and get 1 box of 90 Free.
Glasses Special - 2 Frames for the price of 1 when

you buy a CAT or Stoned Cherrie frame.

Conditions Apply - EROE,

24 Sunny Road - Glenhazel - Tel: 011 887 7726
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27 June - 04 July 2008 SA JEWISHREPORT 9

'\1\‘ R

! @

Butehery, Deli, Fish monger, Bakery
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Jewish holidays and the Sabbatly.
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Choice Butter
500 g
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Kiri
Cream Cheese
Spread

Crinkle or
Straight Cut
1 kg

each
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Flavoured Milk
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Oranges
Carry Bag
7 kg
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Now we are ten

AS A NEWSPAPER, our mandate is to cover
the news and provide interesting and
thought provoking material for our readers.
We don’t often write about ourselves. But
since this is the 10th birthday issue of the
Jewish Report, we will, in this case, turn the
spotlight on ourselves, to celebrate and
reflect.

The special feature on pages 16-25 looks at
the fascinating phenomenon of the Jewish
press, dating from the early 1900s, and our
place in it.

The vision we have passionately embraced
from the beginning - creating a serious news-
paper operating to the highest standards of
journalism while making a positive contribu-
tion to the well-being of SA Jewry - has been
the fuel keeping us going.

We started at a time when an atmosphere
of anxiety existed in the Jewish community,
which had no paper. It is not a simple thing
for a new newspaper to gain acceptance and
loyalty from a solid readership.

In the beginning it was difficult to get var-
ious sectors of the Jewish community to
embrace us. We have had to carefully develop
sensitivity to the interests and needs of all.
Doing the balancing act this requires, is an
ongoing process.

In this light, one of the most gratifying
markers along the way was when ordinary
readers started calling us to comment on or
complain about reporting they didn’t like or
agree with, or began writing letters to us -
that was when we realised we were begin-
ning to be accepted in the community.

Another heart-warming achievement is
that the paper reaches Jews not only in the
major centres, but also in far-flung places,
and that it acts as a connecting glue binding
South African Jewry together. We regularly
get calls from people in places where there
are few Jews, who want the paper so they can
feel connected to the Jewish world.

This also applies to expats all over the
world, who keep contact with the community
through our website. It is very satisfying
when Jews from Toronto, Sydney or other
places, participate in debates in our letters
page.

We were determined from the outset to be
a forum for ALL Jews, of whatever stripe. We
have often had to stand our ground when we
felt that attempts were being made to appro-
priate us for narrow agendas, from various
quarters who want us to espouse only their
view.

We have tried to scrupulously stick to the
mandate to be a newspaper of substance,
with credibility. This credibility has been
painstakingly built up over the years, and we
guard it with everything in our power. It is
rewarding to realise we have a “family” of
readers, not just occasional browsers.

Our objective of being a wide forum obvi-
ously does not mean we don’t have our own
point of view. For one, we are an ardent sup-
porter of Israel. Secondly, we believe in intel-
ligent discussion, with no sacred cows. We
engage openly with contentious issues
because we believe constructive debate is
essential, and will lead to healthier commu-
nity life.

In any society, a newspaper has a role as a
“corrective”, and should be a place in which
ordinary people can speak their truth to
those in positions of leadership and authori-
ty.

The opposite also applies - that we should
be a place in which those in leadership and
authority can express their own views and
articulate their positions and programmes,
knowing ordinary people read and trust the
paper to “tell it like it is”, to quote the slogan
of a major daily.

We are not an isolated entity. We belong to
a family of Jewish papers worldwide and
share with them a host of issues about
Jewish community life, the place of Jews in
the world, and Israel.

Thank you, our readers and all those who
have supported us. We hope you will contin-
ue with us on the fascinating and challenging
way forward.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

How would US react to
Israeli strike on Iran?

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

AS THE question of an Israeli attack on
Iran edges from if toward when, a new
question looms: What would the United
States do?

The question is preoccupying not just the
White House but the Obama and McCain
presidential campaigns, although neither
would address the matter on the record.

A number of neoconservatives in
Washington, known for their closeness to
the Israeli defence establishment, now pre-
dict that Israel may strike between the elec-
tion in November and the inauguration of
the next president on January 21, if only
because that’s a time when Israel can count
on US support.

“Israel would be unlikely to do it before
the US election,” said John Bolton, the for-
mer US ambassador to the United Nations
who is close to the pro-Israel community in
the capital. “But after the election and
before the inauguration would be a win-
dow.”

Israeli officials will not name a date, but
some have grown more pronounced in
recent weeks about the increased prospect
of a strike, should Iran develop nuclear
weapons capability.

“A year from now Iran will be very, very
close to the completion of its first nuclear
bomb,” Ephraim Sneh, a member of Israel’s
ruling coalition, said earlier this month at
the annual American Israel Public Affairs
Committee policy conference.

“I may predict that there is - will be no
government in Jerusalem which would
allow it to happen.”

Asked to predict what the buzz would be
at the May 2009 AIPAC policy conference,
Sneh said: “If we are alone we will have to
act alone. This will be the subject of May
‘09.”

Shaul Mofaz, the Israeli transportation
minister, said this month that an attack
would be “unavoidable” if Iran had the
bomb. As Mofaz also is the top Israeli nego-
tiator in the US-Israeli strategic dialogue,
his remark suggested that he is confident of
US support for an Israeli attack.

Bolton says that is not an unreasonable
conclusion with the current administra-
tion.

“From past policies, they know that Bush
holds a favourable view of Israel’s right to
self-defence,” Bolton said of Israeli offi-
cials.

Israel’s closeness to Bush has led Bolton
and fellow neoncons such as William
Kristol to predict that Israel may time its
strike before Inauguration Day on January
21, 2009, particularly if Senator Barack
Obama, the putative Democratic nominee,
wins the presidency.

“The thing that makes an Israeli strike
more likely is when any US politician gets
up and says Iran can be contained,” said
Michael Rubin, a colleague of Bolton’s at
the American Enterprise Institute and an
alumnus of the Bush administration’s
Pentagon policy unit on Iran.

Obama argues for tough diplomacy with
Iran - carrots of engagement backed up by
sticks of increased sanctions - and insists
that such diplomacy may yet contain the
threat of a nuclear Iran.

Even in the case of win by Sen John
McCain, who had adopted a posture on Iran
closer to that of the Bush administration,
Israel was likelier to trust the backing of
the Bush administration in case of a strike,
Bolton said.

“You can’t predict what a new president
will do with accuracy,” he said.

Any Israeli attack on Iran almost certain-
ly would first need a green light from the
United States. Airspace over eastern
Turkey and Iraq, controlled by the United
States and one of its closest allies, would be
the likely flight path from Israel to Iran.

“You would absolutely need permission

B

The presence of US forces in Iraq, like these F-14B Tomcats, means that Israel

would require a US green light to fly in and attack Iran.

(CREDIT: JAMES GORDON/CREATIVE COMMONS)

and the IFF codes,” said Jonathan
Schanzer, the director of policy at the
Jewish Policy Centre, referring to the
electronic Identification Friend or Foe
codes that combat planes need to cross
international airspace.

Schanzer, whose group is allied with
the Republican Jewish Coalition, is a
Bush administration alumnus, having
worked at the Treasury Department
as an intelligence analyst.

Orde Kittrie, an Arizona State
University expert on Iran and prolif-
eration, said Israel likely would
expect US backup following a first
strike against Iran because the Jewish
state alone could not sustain the
required extended attack on Iran.

“You’d have to send several waves”
of air attacks, Kittrie said. “It’s not
clear the Israelis have the capacity for
more than one wave. The Americans
do have the capacity.”

Rubin, who has researched the con-
sequences of an attack for a biparti-
san US Senate panel considering its
consequences, said an attack would
require at least 1 400 sorties - well
beyond Israel’s capacity.

“It’s not out in the open like
Osirak,” the Iraqi nuclear reactor
Israel destroyed in 1981, he said. “It’s
all over the place. It might take more
than one sortie to strike” some tar-
gets. “You’ll have to go after the mili-
tary structure, take out the means for
retaliation.”

Israel lost the element of surprise
after the 1981 strike, Rubin said, and
now Iran and other Persian Gulf
states had sophisticated anti-aircraft
systems.

The difficulties notwithstanding,
Israel seems determined to signal to
the West that it is considering a strike
on Iran.

Last week, The New York Times
reported that the Israeli military held
an exercise this month involving more
than 100 combat aircraft flying up to
900 miles (1 440 km) - the distance
between Israel and Iran. Helicopters
also conducted pilot rescue exercises.

The Bush administration alumni
interviewed agreed that the adminis-
tration likely would back Israel in the
eventuality of an attack. But they
were quick to add that the administra-
tion also was cognisant of the dan-
gers: terrorist attacks by Hezbollah

terrorists, Iran’s proxies, in the Middle
East and beyond, as well as missile
strikes by Iran.

The most threatening element is a
broader conflagration involving the
United States, which has some 150 000
troops in Iran’s neighbour, Iraq.

“The biggest danger is that Israel will
think it can start the job and leave the
United States,” Rubin said.

Bolton said that available Western
intelligence on Iran did not adequately
predict the outcome of a strike, leaving
open the danger of an enraged - and
still nuclear capable - regime in Tehran.

“You could have a successful military
strike that destroys the conversion
facility at Esfahan only to find there’s
another conversion facility 100 miles
(160 km) away,” Bolton said, referring
to the process that creates weapons-
grade uranium. “You could have the
risks and downsides of nuclear attack
without breaking the cycle.”

The White House and the campaigns
would not talk about such a prospect
beyond issuing generic defences of
Israel’s right to self-defence, but it is
clear there are concerns.

The chairman of the US Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Adm Mike Mullen, is touring
Israel this week on a surprise visit. And
senior advisers to both > campaigns
signed on to a report last week calling
for an urgent dialogue between Israel
and the United States on Iran - a dia-
logue that would address the prospect
of military action in dealing with the
Islamic Republic’s threat.

Among the participants on the panel
on US-Israel relations convened by the
Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, a pro-Israel think tank, were
Tony Lake and Susan Rice, top foreign
policy advisers to Obama, and James
Woolsey, who advises McCain.

“It’s very significant that the key
advisers to the presidential candidates
signed on to a report that specifically
talks about the need and importance for
US-Israel co-operation and partnership
on the entire range of options regard-
ing Iran,” Robert Satloff, who convened
the panel, told JTA.

“It is more than just being ‘on the
table’. It takes it to another level. These
are topics that merit at the appropriate
time high-level engagement and discus-
sion. It does suggest that these options
are legitimate.” (JTA)



