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All three of them are part of the delegation of South African human rights leaders off to Israel.  (PHOTOGRAPH: MOIRA SCHNEIDER)
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High-powered SA rights
group is off to Israel

CARNAGE IN

JERUSALEM AS

BULLDOZER 

TERRORIST GOES

ON SPREE

OWN CORRESPONDENT

AT LEAST FOUR
people were killed
and 44 injured on
Wednesday after-
noon when a bull-
dozer driver went
on a rampage in Jaffa Road in
Jerusalem in what police called a ter-
rorist attack. 

Police said the driver ploughed his
vehicle into two public buses, toppling
them, and slammed into several cars. A
bus was pushed onto its side with a
gaping hole in its centre.

A soldier on leave took the gun from
a policeman at the scene, climbed up
the side of the bulldozer and shot the
terrorist dead, after several people had
fired at the driver. 

The soldier, Moshe Klessner, 18, who
is said to have killed the driver, is the
brother-in-law of IDF officer David
Shapira, who killed the terrorist in the
Mercaz Harav Yeshiva attack, Channel
2 reported. 

Witnesses said the driver was killed
after a struggle with two policemen.
One of the elite policemen was lightly
wounded, apparently by gunfire, indi-
cating the terrorist had been armed. 

Police spokesman Mickey Rosenfeld
said the incident was definitely a terror
attack, emphasising that the terrorist,
Jabr Duwait, a 32-year-old father of
two from east Jerusalem, was carrying
an Israeli identity card. He claimed that
"one of our motorbikes came in close
contact with the terrorist and shot and
killed him". Yaakov Ashkenazi, an 18-
year-old religious student told how he
saw the shovel of the bulldozer being
brought down on a car. "He smashed
the guy sitting in the car."

Jaffa Road, one of the longest, oldest
streets in Jerusalem, is a busy thor-
oughfare lined with shops. There had
been intense construction work taking
place nearby on the monorail project
and it had been completely normal to
see a bulldozer in the area at the time.

THE GROUP, which has been drawn from the legal community, civil society, the 
anti-apartheid movement and Parliament, will be based in east Jerusalem and will
spend time in the West Bank and Israel. The delegation will be hosted by Palestinian
and Israeli human rights and activist groups.  SEE PAGE 3
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

made a Jew impure are the exact
same ashes that are used to make
someone pure. 

While on the surface this seems
highly illogical, there is a power-
ful life-changing message for us
to appreciate in this day and age.

We all engage in some sort of
behaviour that we want to
change. Whether it’s our
unhealthy diet, lack of exercise,
unproductive thoughts, destruc-
tive actions, or poor character
traits - there are things we all do
that we truly wish we didn’t.

And we’ve all reached the point
at some moment in our lives
when one of these things gets out
of hand. We just get fed up with
what we’re doing, a mental line
gets crossed, and we know a seri-
ous change must take place. 

A newfound desire to take
action occurs because we see

PARSHAT CHUKAT 
Adam Lieberman 
For Aish Hatorah

IN THIS week’s Torah portion, G-d
tells the Jewish people about a fas-
cinating law they need to follow.
The commandant is that if the
Jewish people find a cow that’s
completely red in colour, they
should burn the cow and use the
ashes for a purification process. 

G-d tells the Jews that all the
people involved in doing this will
become spiritually contaminated
themselves, but the ashes that
result from this burning are then
collected and: “the ash of the
cow... is for purification.”
(Numbers 19:9)

A life lesson
The law of the red heifer is consid-
ered to be a paradox. G-d said that
anyone who’s involved in the
preparation of producing the
ashes from the red cow - whether
he is the one who slaughters it,
burns it, or collects its ashes -
becomes spiritually contaminat-
ed. 

However, the ashes themselves
can then be used to purify some-
one. The very same ashes that
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clearly that this behaviour is pre-
venting us from living a happy life.
Before the change, we first hit rock
bottom in this specific area, and
experienced a sense of “impurity”.

But here’s the thing. It was this
impure behaviour that got to a
point where a change had to take
place. Therefore, it’s actually the
negative behaviour itself that
causes you to change. Sometimes
it’s the negative association and
impact of your poor behaviour
that serves as the catalyst for this
change to take place.

So the very act that was so
impure is now the very same act
that allows you to make a real
change.

The ashes of the red cow are
impure - just like our poor choices
are. But when the discontent or
outright disgust of our past
behaviour becomes the strong
impetus to finally take serious
action, this negative behaviour
now becomes the pathway for a
purification of your soul.

G-d doesn’t want us to live a life
of regret or to beat ourselves up
for making the same poor choices
over and over again. But G-d does
want us to grow and change, and

He’s giving us an amazing
insight on how to do it in the
most healthy way. 

And that’s when you think
about your negative behaviour
and you truly get fed up about it,
instead of getting upset for your
inability to change, use your
frustration, pain, and discon-
tent as the very reason to
change.

By doing this, you will have
elevated your past impure
actions into one of purity.
Always remember, G-d demands
that we become great. And He’s
giving us an amazing vehicle to
get there.

July 4 / 1 Tammuz 

July 5 / 2 Tammuz 

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:11 18:03 Johannesburg

17:32 18:27 Cape Town

16:52 17:44 Durban

17:12 18:05 Bloemfontein

17:03 17:58 Port Elizabeth

16:56 17:51 East London

SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

The real seed of greatness 

LESLIE HARRIS

JOHANNESBURG JEWRY’S
commitment to learning
amazed some of the genera-
tion’s leading rabbis, Dayan
Boruch Rapoport said at a
siyum in Johannesburg
recently.

The group celebrated con-
cluding Masechet Brachot and
the 21st anniversary of the
shiur at a dinner at the HOD
Hall.

Dayan Rapoport said that
when the Gaon Rav Avraham
Gurwicz, the rosh yeshiva of the
famed Gateshead Yeshiva in
England, heard that the shiur
had been held continuously for 21
years, he asked if those who
attended the shiur were alumni
of yeshivot.

On hearing that most of them
had no yeshiva background, he
expressed astonishment, and
admiration at the commitment
that the ballebatim showed to
learning.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
referred to the “korban tamid”,
the daily offering brought to the
Temple during Talmudic times.

“Attending a shiur every week
for 21 years, shows tremendous
commitment. It’s a modern ver-
sion of the korban tamid that was
offered every day in the Beit
HaMikdash and shows the com-
mitment and consistency of true
Yiddishkeit.

“Different fads in Judaism have
come and gone over the ages, but
it’s only us, with our commitment
to Torah and true Jewish values
that remain,” the chief rabbi said.

Jackie Sifris, chairman of the
UOS and a regular participant
and founder member of the
shiur, said that learning for an
hour a week for 21 years equated
to four months of fulltime learn-
ing.

“In those 21 years we’ve
learned 214 blatt gemara, which
works out to about two blatt a
day,” he said.

“At this rate it’s quite clear
that we’ll never get smicha, so
the rabbis can relax, their jobs
are safe,” he said tongue in
cheek.

Steve Sidney, who co-ordinated
the evening, paid tribute to Rabbi
Boruch Grossnas and Rabbi
Tuvia Sifris, who had given the
shiur when Dayan Rapoport’s
commitments took him out of
town.

Dayan Rapoport thanked those
who attended the shiur for allow-
ing him to grow through learn-
ing with them. He uses the same
style of learning that was used
with their zeides by the rabbon-
im in Lithuania.

“Learning gemara is not a one-

way street, especially
when one learns with a
challenging group,” he
said.

“This group is chal-
lenging. You’re the per-
fect partners for learn-
ing gemara, because you
refuse to accept any-
thing unless it can be
backed up and support-
ed with proofs and logic.
If you think I’ve taught
you a lot over the years,
it isn’t a fraction of what
you have taught me.

Thank you.”
Rabbi Sifris also thanked the

participants for their commit-
ment to learning and said that
learning remained the corner-
stone of Jewish commitment.

Tribute was also paid to the
wives of the regular attendees for
allowing their husbands to
escape their domestic obligations
every Tuesday, and presentations
were made to Rebbetzins Chana
Rapoport and Chana Sifris.

The shiur was initiated by
Rabbi Avigdor Bokow of the
Linksfield Shul when he was the
rabbi of the Pine Street Shul, and
shortly after the shiur started he
asked Dayan Rapoport to take
over.

Most of those who attend the
shiur were there when it started.
Dayan Rapoport says the only
people who have left the shiur
have emigrated.

“It’s quite an amazing mixture
of people. There are doctors,
lawyers, accountants, architects
and CEOs. It’s a broad spectrum
of people,” he said.

AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

RUSSIAN CEMETERY VANDALS 

SENT TO JAIL

MOSCOW - A Russian judge has sent
three of four teenagers who vandalised a
Jewish cemetery in Siberia, to prison. 

Cemetery vandals in Russia typically
are charged with hooliganism, but the
teens were convicted on the more serious
charge of "damaging a cemetery moti-
vated by ethnic hatred" and thus
received the stiffer sentences.

Authorities said they had been drunk
when they damaged 61 gravestones in
Krasnoyarsk last October. At last week's
sentencing, three teens were handed
prison sentences of 2 to 2 1/2 years,
according to the Russian newspaper
Komsomolskaya Pravda. 

The remaining teen was ordered con-
fined to a psychiatric institution. The
teens also were ordered to pay fines. On
Monday, three members of a Russian
anti-Semitic group in Blagoveshchensk,
a small town on Russia's border with
China, received no prison time after
being convicted of inciting ethnic hatred. 

Prosecutors collected video clips,
extremist literature and eyewitness
accounts proving members of the local
branch of the Union of Russian People
planned to "take action" against Jews,
according to a report from the Sova mon-
itoring group. 

The group members also were convict-
ed of forming an extremist group. The
group's name comes from an organisa-
tion that murdered Jews at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. 

In Ukraine, a vandal who painted
swastikas and neo-Nazi slogans on the
mausoleum of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, a
famed Berdichev rabbi who died in 1810,
was sentenced to a year and a half in
prison, Jewish.ru reported. The 20-year-
old vandal was charged with desecrating
a cemetery, but it was not labelled a hate
crime. (JTA)

Community’s commitment
to learning is applauded
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MUNICH ATHLETES 'SACRIFICED 

THEMSELVES'

BERLIN - A German sports expert has raised
hackles for saying that Israeli Olympic athletes
wanted to die to gain sympathy for Israel. 

Arnd Krueger, director of the Sport Sciences
institute at the University of Goettingen, said at a
recent conference that this was the only way he
could explain why the athletes killed by
Palestinian terrorists in the 1972 Munich
Olympic Village, did not leave the village, even
though they had felt insecure there.

He later told Ha'aretz that he had been at the
Munich Games as a young reporter, and that one
of the Israeli athletes had told him the village did
not seem safe. 

Participants at the academic conference were
so shocked by Krueger's words that they demand-
ed the university president take action, according
to a June 28 report in Der Spiegel magazine. 

The university reportedly was waiting to hear
from the German Association for Sport Sciences.
At the conference, Krueger also suggested that
Israelis had a "different concept of the body" from
that in other Western countries, which he also
linked to their supposed "self-sacrifice". 

According to his thesis, Israel tries "with all
possible means" to avoid disabilities, and he
added that Israel had a higher abortion rate than
other Western countries. 

The comments drew a sharp reaction from
Israel's deputy ambassador to Germany, Ilan
Mor. In Der Spiegel, he called Krueger's com-
ments "one of the worst examples of the dehu-
manisation of the State of Israel, and an example
of the new flare-up of anti-Semitism in Germany,
disguised as criticism of Israel". 

According to Der Spiegel, Krueger repeated his
theories in a written statement to the university,
with the disclaimer that he is not an anti-Semite.
(JTA)

High-powered SA human rights
group to leave for Israeli visit
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

A DELEGATION of 23 South African
human rights leaders will visit Israel and
the Occupied Territories from July 5 - 11.

Among the group, which has been
drawn from the legal community, civil
society, the anti-apartheid movement and
Parliament, are well-known names such
as chairman of the Treatment Action
Campaign (TAC), Zackie Achmat, Mr
Justices Edwin Cameron and Dennis
Davis, former ANC MP Andrew
Feinstein, former deputy minister of
health, Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge,
Archbishop of Cape Town Thabo
Makgoba, Sunday Times editor, Mondli
Makhanya, deputy editor of the Mail &
Guardian Andrew Forrest and chairman
of the South African Human Rights
Commission, Jody Kollapen.

The delegation will be hosted by
Palestinian and Israeli human rights and
activist groups and will not be meeting
career politicians, but rather those
involved in joint Israeli-Palestinian ini-
tiatives on the ground. 

At a media conference called to
announce the visit and explain its pur-
poses, Doron Isaacs - who organised the
trip together with the TAC’s Nathan
Geffen and Feinstein - said the reality in
the Palestinian territories was “an
indictment on all of us, on Israel and her
uncritical friends, as well as the
Palestinian leadership who have chosen
violence” as a means of dealing with the
situation. 

He said the delegation would derive its
legitimacy by the inclusion of “the finest
of our advocates of human rights”.

It hoped to share its similar and differ-

ent experiences in the fight for human
rights.

The group will be based in East
Jerusalem and will spend time in the
West Bank and Israel, where it is sched-
uled to visit the Israeli Supreme Court
and the Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial.

Explaining the motivation for his
involvement, Feinstein, whose mother is
a Holocaust survivor and who introduced
the first substantive motion on the
Holocaust in Parliament in 2000, said
“the memory of suffering should inform
our current trauma”. Another factor that
influenced him is the fact that he is mar-
ried to a Muslim, he said. 

Achmat said that though he believed in
a single state solution, he accepted that
this would not happen in his lifetime. “I
am going on the trip to learn and to sup-
port those people,” he said.   

Muslim Aids activist and human rights
lawyer, Fatima Hassan, said she grew up
in a community (Fordsburg in Johannes-
burg) with a one-sided view of the Middle
East situation. 

For the past two years she has lived in
Sea Point, an area with a large Jewish
population.

“My neighbour Mr Jaffe and I cannot
agree and it presents problems,” she said.
“I want to be exposed to all sides and to
expose injustice among Israelis and
Palestinians.”

Replying to a questioner, Achmat said
the trip was not simply a public relations
exercise “though the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies and the
Muslim Judicial Council will probably
say we’re supporting one side - I don’t
think we are”.

Describing Hamas’s ideology as “very

dangerous”, he said it was nevertheless
the legitimate government of the
Palestinian people and should be negoti-
ated with. 

“I condemn the suicide bombings
against Israel,” he added. “They are
criminal, wrong and harden allies one
can win over, but this doesn’t stop me
from saying the State of Israel is carrying
out war crimes against the Palestinian
people.

“On the other hand, it is very impor-
tant to build links and to understand why
the existence of the State of Israel is
essential to the security of the Jewish
people.”

Achmat said they would be bringing
back footage not seen in the main-stream
media, for example, “Israeli kids using
hate speech against Palestinian kids and
vice versa”.

Geffen said they had been invited to
express solidarity for the “fledgling”
group of Israeli and Palestinian activists
“struggling” to end the occupation, by
putting together a well-known group of
human rights activists. 

“We also want to try and change the
dialogue in South Africa and create the
space for both Jews and Muslims to talk
about the issues more rationally,” he
said. 

“Everyone who has been selected
believes that Israel should exist,” he
added “and that whatever settlement is
needed should be a negotiated one.”

Afterwards Isaacs stressed to Jewish
Report that the delegation did not sup-
port the use of violence for political
objectives. 

“We’ll be meeting with a variety of
groups and adopting a critical attitude to
everyone we meet,” he said. 
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DAVID SAKS

THERE IS widespread concern
internationally over the situation
in which the remaining Jews in
Zimbabwe find themselves, cou-
pled with a strong desire to assist.
And rumours, before Zimbabwe’s
controversial run-off presidential
election, that plans were afoot to
airlift Zimbabwean Jews from
that country, had been called
totally untrue and irresponsible.

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiritu-
al leader and CEO of the African
Jewish Congress, recently com-
pleted an intensive two-week-long
visit to Israel and London, in
which he met with a wide array of
senior Jewish communal leaders. 

The visit was aimed at raising
awareness of the issue and secur-
ing financial assistance for vari-
ous relief projects headed by his
organisation, specifically the
African Jewish Congress Zim-
babwe Fund (AJCZF).  

All funds raised for Zimbabwe
Jewry, both in South Africa and
internationally, are channelled
through the AJCZF, which assists
over 160 needy Zimbabwean Jews
with food parcels, rent and med-
ication and other needs.

While donations from South
Africa comprise a significant com-
ponent of the AJCZF’s budget,
overseas contributions, including
from the American Joint
Distribution Committee and Chai
South Africa in the US, are assum-
ing increasing importance in light
of the deteriorating situation in
Zimbabwe.   

During the London leg of the
trip, Rabbi Silberhaft met with
Britain’s Chief Rabbi Sir

Jonathan Sacks and Lord Greville
Janner, president of the
Commonwealth Jewish Trust
(CJT) to brief them on the
Zimbabwe situation and on ways
in which UK Jewry could assist. 

Other meetings took place with
Flo Kaufman, vice-president of
the Board of Deputies of British
Jews, and Leon Silverton, a senior
representative of the Hebrew
Order of David. 

Rabbi Silberhaft spoke at a CJT
function held in the House of
Lords. It was subsequently agreed
that the CJT would be the UK link
to the AJCZF and would channel
all UK-raised funds to it. 

Rabbi Silberhaft said he had
been most gratified by the con-
cern and helpfulness shown by
Chief Rabbi Sacks and by Syma
Weinberg, executive director in
the Office of the Chief Rabbi (her-
self a former Zimbabwean).

Rabbi Sacks offered to assist
where possible in fundraising and
stressed the urgency of the situa-
tion in a message to the wider
Jewish community. As quoted in
the UK Jewish press, he said:
“This is a genuine humanitarian
crisis and I ask the community to
hold the people of Zimbabwe in
their prayers.” 

While in London, Rabbi
Silberhaft also addressed a meet-
ing of the World Jewish Relief,
which takes on projects on behalf
of distressed communities, both
Jewish and non-Jewish, through-
out the world. It is one of the sup-
porters of Savyon Lodge, the
Jewish aged home in Bulawayo,
and also helps fund projects on
behalf of Zimbabwean HIV/Aids
orphans and grandmothers whose

children have died of HIV/Aids
and who must now raise the
grandchildren themselves. 

The latter projects are headed
by Bulawayo resident Ruth
Feigenbaum, a leading member of
the local Jewish community.     

In Israel, Rabbi Silberhaft met
with the leadership of Telfed,
including Maish Isaacson (chair-
man), Dave Bloom (vice-chair-
man), Sid Shapiro (director), and
Dorron Kline (director of project
development). 

Potential aliyah from Zimbabwe
was one of the issues discussed.
Both Bloom and Kline are former
Zimbabweans. A reunion of for-
mer Zimbabweans in Israel,
which will focus on responses to
the current situation in
Zimbabwe, has been arranged for
July 11.

Potential Zimbabwe aliyah, and
the possibility of special assis-

tance being arranged for such
olim, also featured in Rabbi
Silberhaft’s meeting with Zev
Bielski, chairman of the Jewish
Agency. Bielski confirmed that
the report that the Jewish Agency
was planning to airlift the
Zimbabwe Jewish community to
Israel had been totally inaccurate,
as well as irresponsible. 

Rabbi Silberhaft further met
with Solly Kaplinski, who heads
the Israel office of the American
Joint Distribution Committee. 

While in Israel, Rabbi Silberhaft
took the opportunity to deliver a
Sefer Torah on behalf of the
Messina Jewish community in
Limpopo Province (Northern
Polokwane) to the Rehabilitation
Centre at Tel Hashomer Hospital
in Tel Aviv. He also officiated at a
wedding of the daughter of a for-
mer Pietersburg couple today liv-
ing in Israel. 

African Jewish Congress Spiritual Leader Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft

(centre) with Lord Greville Janner, president of the Commonwealth

Jewish Trust, left and Britain’s Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.

RITA LEWIS

AFTER MUCH frustration, disap-
pointment, anxiety, and now relief,
the new Jewish radio station, Chai
Fm, will be hitting the South air-
waves in September.

“Relief that the station has final-
ly got the go-ahead from Icasa is
not the word,” said Kathy Kaler
who envisaged, masterminded and
then brought the entire project to
fruition. “We are over the moon
with excitement - despite the fact
that we still have a few hurdles to
cross.”  

Asked what exactly these were
now that all the technical hitches
had been worked out and permis-
sion for a Jewish radio station had
at last been granted, Kaler said that
although the basic legwork had
been done, assistance in various
forms was still needed from mem-
bers of the community.

One of these areas was in the
community mapping department
where volunteers are needed to do
programme research in order to
determine the needs and prefer-
ences of the community.

Kaler said she had already put
together an enthusastic working
team with her as its director. The
others involved are Bronwyn
Nesbitt who had been in radio for
some 10 years, John Berks as advis-
er and Damon Kalvari the project
manager. Other seasoned radio
professionals had also been co-
opted but more were still needed.

Although some auditions had
already been held, more would be
held in the near future. These
would be for those interested in

working in a community radio sta-
tion environment. New talent was
being sought and opportunities
would be offered to those with radio
experience or keen on gaining it.

Being a Section 21 company (a
non-profit organisation), Chai Fm
was governed by the laws of arti-
cles of association, therefore one of
the first things the team had to do
was to create and choose a board of
directors. 

This would initially consist of 10
members, men and women over 21,
who should preferably have some
radio and/or business skills as this
would ensure both financial viabil-
ity as well as a good product. 

They must, however, come with-
out any political affiliations.

Nominations should be sent in
via e-mail as soon as possible - but
before the middle of July - and
addressed to nominations-
@chai.co.za 

It is anticipated that the first
meeting of the board will be held
sometime during August when the
ten man board would be formally
voted in.

Kaler said: “The main goal of the
new radio station is to unite all sec-
tion of the community.” 

Chai Fm would provide a plat-
form for people of all areas and
from various groups to express
their views, thereby hopefully cre-
ating more understanding and tol-
erance. 

Moshe Chaim Wegener, who will
be the station’s manager of opera-
tions, said: “Segregation in the
Jewish community is fed and exists
because we don’t know how to
interact with each other. We have

lost the art of tolerance.
“Here, we will provide a platform

for people to discuss issues, all
issues that are important to Jews in
an immediate, healthy, construc-
tive and supportive environment.

“Emphasis will be placed on pro-
gramming that is relevant to the
South African community which is
both informative and entertaining
in order to reflect ourselves to our-
selves,” he said.

The station will provide a 24-
hour broadcasting schedule, offer-
ing local, Israeli and international
news, but focusing on the Middle
East. 

Experts in their fields and panel
discussions will give tools for life
and cover legal matters, health
advice, and business information -
all in a talk show format with
opportunities for members of the
community to call in.

Every Friday, there will be cross-
ings to rabbis and leaders of com-
munities around the world who
will give their insights into the par-

From left to

right are:

Three of the

new Chai

Fm team,

Moshe

Chaim

Wegener,

Kathy Kaler

and Damon

Kalvari.

World Jewry is rallying to
Zimbabwe Jews’ assistance

Chai Fm set to make some (air)waves

sha of the week, thereby illustrat-
ing that the South African commu-
nity is part of a whole and connect-
ed to a bigger family of Jews.

Local rabbis too will have the
opportunity to give their input -
including their focus on spiritual
tools for meaning-centred living. 

The station will broadcast on
101.9 fm and will cover the Greater
Johannesburg area, including the
East and West Rand. There will be
no broadcasts on Shabbat or
Yomtovim holidays.

There will also be audio stream-
ing to make the station’s broad-
casts available to Jews in other
areas of South Africa and overseas.

Although the immediacy of
radio will achieve this goal effec-
tively via the internet to the wider
Jewish community, a sponsor is
being sought to assist financially as
the expense of this undertaking
will be over and above the operat-
ing revenues which will be raised
from advertising and programme
sponsorship.

AROUND
THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

US MILITARY CHIEF STOPS

IN ISRAEL

JERUSALEM - The chairman
of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff
was in Israel this week to dis-
cuss Iran and other regional
issues. 

Admiral Michael Mullen
took off time from a European
tour last Saturday to fly into
Tel Aviv for a 48-hour visit
hosted by his Israeli counter-
part, Lt-Gen Gabi Ashkenazi. 

Officials on both sides said
Iran's nuclear programme
was high on the agenda for
Mullen's talks in Israel, as
well as other issues of con-
cern to Jerusalem and
Washington. 

He also was scheduled to
tour Israeli installations on
the Gaza Strip border. 

Israel recently has hosted a
variety of high-ranking US
officials, spurring speculation
that joint military action
against Iran could be in the
works. (JTA)

TRAIN WORK DISTURBS

GREEK JEWISH CEMETERY

SALONIKA - Work on a new
underground train line could
disturb what remains of a his-
toric Greek Jewish cemetery. 

The excavation in Salonika
could move graves and human
remains, the AFP news
agency reported. 

Excavation near the
Aristotelio University library,
built on the cemetery site dur-
ing an expansion in the 1960s,
already has dug up grave-
stones. The cemetery was five
centuries old and one of
Europe's largest, with more
than 300 000 graves, when it
was destroyed by the Nazis in
1942. 

Salonika, which now has a
Jewish population of 6 000
among its nearly 364 000 resi-
dents, was home to about 
50 000 Sephardim before the
Holocaust. Most were killed
by the Nazis. (JTA)

UKRAINE CITES JEWS 

WITH TOP HONOR

KIEV, Ukraine - A Ukrainian
Jewish communal leader and
former concentration camp
prisoner has received a top
state honour. 

President  Victor Yuschenko
awarded the Order of Merit
last week to Mikhail Golden-
berg, the board chairman of
the Association of Jewish
Culture in Nikolayev. 

Three prisoners of ghetto
and concentration camps -
Leonid Dusman of Odessa,
Boris Zabarko of Kiev, and
David Fainshtein of Ternopol
- also were recognised for
"prominent personal contri-
bution to the development of
the war veteran movement,
patriotic training of youth and
long-term public work". 

Former concentration camp
prisoners recently called on
Yuschenko not to recognise
Ukrainian Insurgent Army
members as heroes of the
Second World War, joining
several international Jewish
organisations who called on
the president in 2007 to
reverse his decision to award
Gen Roman Shukhevich, a
commander of the Nachtigal
battalion, with Ukraine's high-
est award. (JTA)
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WORLD
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BUSINESS REVOLVED around
optimism. Optimism sold, but
more than optimism was needed,
especially when one saw the facts
- rising oil prices, rising food
prices, electricity in short sup-
ply, violent crime, well-known
financial analyst and Sasfin con-
sultant, David Shapiro (pic-
tured), told an ORT-Jet breakfast
meeting in Johannesburg recent-
ly.

Added Shapiro: “But know-
ledge gives one power to under-
stand, power to handle the worst.
A good businessman knows
when to hold back. Generally
people do not like to confront
problems; they hope for the
best.”

ORT-Jet (Jewish Entrepre-
neurial Trust) dedicated this 4th
Annual Breakfast to the memory
of colleague Sheldon Cohen,
senselessly shot dead one
evening a year ago while waiting
to collect his young son from a
football match. 

ORT-Jet is a project that assists
and empowers Jewish businesses
in need, using the knowledge,
resources and skills that already
exist in the Jewish community.
Volunteer consultants assist
these businesses and its BEST
(Business Education and Skills
Training) programme involves
some of the community’s most

renowned business and market-
ing leaders.

“Entrepreneurship can go into
nanotechnology, water desalina-
tion and alternative energy
sources, among others. Africa
today is a hive of activity with
exploring for oil and commodi-
ties. South Africa wants a greater
infrastructure with billions of
rand needed. 

“It is a fallacy that everything
will come to a standstill in 2010.
The expense of the World Cup is
but a financial blip. 

“The country needs strategic
skills and the opportunities are
plentiful. South Africa will not
be a place for sissies.”

However Shapiro sounded a
note of caution: “Most of us live
in fear for our family’s safety.
There is the question of whether
to remain here.” Yet he was
upbeat. “You have to develop a
sense of purpose. Know what you
intend to do, how you can make a
difference to yourself and to
your country. You can work
towards a fulfilling destiny.”

About Israel Shapiro said:
“Most of its existence it has been
under siege but its expertise in
defence knowledge has now been
put to commercial use. Venture
capital is coming in as it is the
case in China and India. Warren
Buffet, one of the richest men in
America had recently invested
some $4 billion in Israel. 

There had been a shift in busi-
ness from the West to the East,
brought about by cheap trans-
port and the movement of tech-
nology at the press of a button.
In the East people had left the
countryside for the cities. There
was a need for motorcars and air-
conditioners (and other luxuries)
and this had caused the huge
demand for commodities. 

Dr Avron Urison who wel-
comed the guests to the HOD Hall
on behalf of ORT-Jet, said that
this project was one of the most
worthy in the Jewish community.
What they did, was to help indi-
viduals to help themselves. In the
four years since its establish-
ment it had assisted over 200
businesses. ORT-Jet was now
also operating in Australia.

Urison made a special point of
welcoming Sheldon Cohen’s wife,

Lesley, sons Noah and Zac and
parents Jack and Betty.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein,
one of the founders and patrons
of ORT-Jet, told how he found
the results of the project “quite
awesome and very moving. It
showed the power of chesed and
loving kindness.

“In the Fourth Book of the
Torah, when the Israelites were
in the desert, at the point when
they lost hope for the future and
began to worship the golden calf,
it was the beginning of a 40 year
detour for them before they
could enter the Promised Land. 

“So the Torah is a Book of real
life. Things do go wrong and
there is messiness in real life.
Businesses get into trouble, peo-
ple lose hope and that is the
nature of life and we have to try
and make sense of it

“But there is greatness in all of
us, as there is in the South
African Jews, a community that
is written off every five years. Yet
look at the network that has been
built up - shuls, schools, organi-
sations, a community. It has
tenacity.” He posed the question:
“What after all, is problem solv-
ing? It is entrepreneurship, look-
ing at the market share and dis-
tribution. As Donald Rumsfeld,
formerly of the Bush administra-
tion said, it is going into the
unknown unknowingness.

“ORT-Jet brings to the entre-
preneurship of problem solving a
kindness and a willingness to do
good; to make a difference. That
is what it is all about.”

* The Sheldon Cohen Award
was presented to Steven Zagey
and Yaron Tobias and a presenta-
tion was also made to Sheldon’s
wife, Lesley and his father, Jack. 

Africa - still a continent
full of opportunities

ZOA BLITZES CAPITOL

HILL

WASHINGTON - The Zionist
Organisation of America
last week held a lobbying
day in Washington. 

Hundreds of the group's
activists lobbied on June 25-
26 for increased sanctions on
Iran; for placing pressure 
on Saudi Arabia to 
sever funding for radical
Islamists; and for non-bind-
ing resolutions calling 
on Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas'
Fatah Party to renounce
alleged anti-Israel clauses in
its charter. 

The Fatah resolutions
have failed to attract more
than a handful of co-spon-
sors since their introduction
months ago in both houses
of the US Congress. 

ZOA and other groups that
have lobbied for the legisla-
tion have been unable to
establish whether the
offending charter it cites is
authentic or current. In
addition to the 200 lobbying
meetings, 40 Congress mem-
bers - split evenly between
the parties - attended ZOA's
events. (JTA)
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Front: The chairman of the Adult Education Division (AED) of the UJW, Hilary Feinberg,

with Bella Bergman. Behind them is Millie Perlow and Stella Beder.

Jane Polakow and Terri Riesenberg. 

Clarice Weinberg and Neta Kahn. 

Diana Berman and Molly Green.

Suzanne Goldin.

Guest speaker Estelle Sher with hostess Stella Beder about to cut the 10th anniversary

cake.

Julie Strous, Ruth Shenker and Nina Jacobsberg. Charlotte Spitz, Naomi Green and Marna Morris. 

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.zaSOCIAL SCENE

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE MUSIC Group of the Union
of Jewish Women’s Adult
Education recently celebrated
their milestone birthday with a
10th anniversary party at which
the guest speaker was the musi-
cologist, Estelle Sher, who is well
known for her pre-concert talks
which she gives at the Linder
Auditorium.

Hostess Stella Beder welcomed
everyone saying that it was won-
derful that the meetings were still
going on as strong as ever - despite
the numbers of people emigrat-
ing.

The group which started in
1998, were first hosted by Shelia
Steinberg. After a few years,
Beder headed it. Beder said she
had enjoyed every moment and
had made some very good friends
over the years - as had many of
the other women.

She pointed out that the 10
years had gone past so quickly
and thanked UJW Adult Educa-
tion for organising the meetings
and at the same time spreading
the knowledge of music.

The subject for the day was
Sergei Rachmaninov who lived
from 1873 to 1943 and in the words
of Sher was “the greatest compos-
er-pianist of the 20th century,
with a phenomenal technique,
enormous hands (he was a big
man)”. 

She said that although living in

the 20th century, his music had a
lush, romantic late 19th century
sound, which was profoundly
Russian and hugely expressive.

During her talk which preceded
the playing of a recording of
Rachmaninov’s 2nd Piano
Concerto in C Minor, she elaborat-
ed on different points in the
music, interspersing her discus-
sion with her own piano playing,
highlighting the points she
wished to emphasis, show exam-
ples of changes in key, areas in
the work where there should be
more emphasis, etc.

She said Rachmaninov, always
sensitive and with typical Russian
melancholy, went into a depres-
sion after the failure of his first
symphony in 1897 (which had
needed revision) and found him-
self unable to compose.

After treatment, mainly hypno-
sis, with Dr Nikolai Dahl - which
fortunately for him and for poster-
ity, worked - he was able to regain
his creativity with the result being
the celebrated and possibly best
loved of all his works, the beauti-
ful 2nd Piano Concerto in C
Minor.

It was first performed in
Moscow in November 1901 with
Rachmaninov himself playing the
work and his cousin, Alexander
Siloti conducting. It was a
resounding success and even after
100 years, the concerto still
remains a firm favourite - ending
in Rachmaninov’s favourite,with
his four note signature.

10 years on, it’s
still sweet music
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GAUTENG FOOTBALL.

Dave Berkowitz of White River continues:

“Brakpan United committee members
were Albie Adno, Solly Shamos, Colin
Schwartz, Lionel Abrahams and Nathan
Weinberg.

“In Pretoria, Arcadia Shepherds were
driven by Oscar Hurwitz and Henoch
Weiner. Berea Park had Gerry Roseman and
Matthew Karp, who also had strong connec-
tions to Arcadia.

“Soccer was hugely popular in the 1960s,
so much so, that rugby authorities met to
discuss the threat that soccer posed to them.
The All Blacks toured South Africa in 1960
and drew 713 000 spectators to the matches
which included four Tests. In the same sea-
son the National Football League attracted 
1 507 512 spectators - small wonder the
threat to the oval ball game!

“I intend to follow this piece on Jewish
administrators with one on Jewish foot-
ballers of note during that era.

“Until next time, I would like to pose a
trivia question to soccer followers who may
come across this article: A full Springbok
soccer team played two matches against an
English Premier Club with two Jewish play-
ers in the South African X1. Do any readers
know who these players were and who the
English club was?” 

PORT ELIZABETH

Maurice Horwitz continues:

“In 1874 the Port Elizabeth Congregation
purchased a site higher up in Whites Road
for the building of a proper synagogue. A
building committee was formed and an
appeal made for funds. 

“Rev Rappaport toured the country dis-
tricts and obtained good results. The foun-
dation stone of the synagogue, henceforth
to be known as the Western Road
Synagogue, was laid in 1876 by A M
Jackson. The synagogue was consecrated
on September 2 1877 by Rev Rappaport.

“The community continued to grow and
the synagogue remained the centre of activ-
ity and inspiration of Jewish life. In 1895
Rev Rappaport, who had ministered faith-
fully and travelled far afield, resigned. He
had earned the tremendous respect of all
sections of the Eastern Province population
and had published a number of learned
Jewish religious works. His going was a
source of regret.

“Rev D Wasserzug succeeded him for
about a year and in 1897 Rev J Phillips was
appointed minister.

“In 1913 Rev A Levy became the minister
of the congregation and with the exception
of an absence of about three years, has well
and truly served the congregation for many
years. 

“By his ministry and his services in every
aspect of Port Elizabeth educational, cul-
tural, social and welfare activities, Rev Levy
has enhanced his own dignity, that of the
Port Elizabeth Hebrew Congregation and of
the entire Jewish community of Port
Elizabeth.”

JOHANNESBURG

From Bev Goldman, SAZF:

“The South African Zionist Federation
has been in existence for 110 year and its
relationship with Israel spans the 60 years
that Israel has been an independent state.
All the local Zionist organizations - the
SAZF, the JNF, WIZO SA, the IUA, Maccabi,
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MDA, the youth movements - have been
extraordinarily active in working with and
for Israel, spreading the message of
Zionism and engendering passion and love
for Israel.

“To pay tribute to the past and present
members of these organisations and for the
60 years of Israel’s independence, the SA
Zionist Federation is holding an exhibition
called ‘South Africa and Israel: 60 Years
On’. 

“The SAZF will be showcasing some of
the highlights of these years, the people
who made them happen and the strong ties
between South African Jews and Israel that
were the result of these projects and enter-
prises. We will be able to recognise our-
selves and/or the functions/events in the
photos and memorabilia that will be on
show. 

“This is living history: the story of South
African Jewry and Israel. Do not miss it! It
will take place at the RCHCC at Great Park
Synagogue, cnr Glenhove Road and 4th
Street, Houghton from Monday July 14
until Friday July 18. It will be open daily
from 09:00 - 17:00 or by appointment. Details
from (011) 534-2512/ (011) 645-2510 or from
sazf@beyachad.co.za”

JOHANNESBURG

From The SA Jewish Year Book 1957-’58:

The Reform Movement (which now calls
itself Progressive Judaism) registered sub-
stantial progress during the year, both in
respect of increased membership and new
premises. Temple Shalom in Highlands
North now has the second unit of its nurs-
ery school in operation and Temple
Emanuel in Parktown decided upon the
institution of a nursery school for its area.
The Pretoria Congregation proceeded with
the building of their Temple Menora.

The Reform community welcomed its
first South African-born minister, Rabbi
Walter Blumenthal, following his gradua-
tion from the Hebrew Union College in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Rabbi Blumenthal is now
serving Temple Emanuel. Another mile-
stone for Reform was the opening of the
Montagu Country Club in Morningside,
Johannesburg.

Of grave concern to the Community was
the decision of its leader, Rabbi Dr M C
Weiler, chief minister of Johannesburg’s
United Jewish Progressive Congregation, to
retire from his ministry in South Africa. He
felt that in the 24 years that he had served
Reform in the Union, he had fulfilled his
mission and he now wished to settle in
Israel.

Rabbi Weiler’s retirement at the age of 50,
represents a loss not merely to the Reform
Movement but to South African Jewry as a
whole. Not only did he build Reform from
its tiny beginning in Johannesburg to a
movement which today has 10 000 members
belonging to 13 constituencies in nine cen-
tres in South Africa, he also identified him-
self with every important phase of South
African Jewish life in the true spirit of
working for klal Israel. 

He served with distinction on the execu-
tive councils of the Board of Deputies, The
Zionist Federation, the Ort-Oze, the Friends
of the Hebrew University, the Histadrut
Ivrit and many other organisations. 

He was on the committee of the Jewish
Aged Home and the Jewish Orphanage - at
the last annual meeting at which Chief
Rabbi Louis Rabinowitz warmly praised the
work he had done for “Arcadia”. 

It is to be hoped that whoever is chosen as
his successor will similarly identify himself
with all-important trends in the communi-
ty.

• Two sons of Rabbi Weiler, Adam and
Gideon, died on active service in Israel.
Their names appear on plaques at the SA
Memorial Site in the Lavi Forest, in The
Galilee. 
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GETTING A visa for Russia in the
1962 Cold War era, took some
doing. But Rhoda Levy (pictured)
who was a sales executive with
American Express and based in
Johannesburg at the time, wrote to
Intourist, the Russian travel organ-
isation saying that she was very
keen to come and observe the
Soviet social system. 

Six months later she received a
reply and a visa and the pleasant
news that the Russians would give
her an overview of their social sys-
tems and even pay her expenses.
She would be supplied with inter-
preters at all times.

Levy recently spoke at a Meir-
Szold branch of WIZO meeting on
“A Voyage to the Russia That Was”.

Levy kept a diary which covered
the six months that she spent there
and she went to many of the major
cities in Russia, among them,
Moscow, Leningrad (now again St
Petersburg), Kiev, Stalingrad (now
Volgograd), even going south to
Soichi. 

Mostly she stayed in tourist class
hotels and slept in dormitories with
up to 60 other people, often from
Soviet Bloc countries such as
Rumania and Poland. Each day she
would visit another city accompa-

nied by guides/interpreters in
groups of communist Africans.
She saw social, agricultural and
industrial activities and could
interview people through the
interpreters. 

“Often the centres of art and
culture were in parks. In Moscow,
there were 80 shows held there, all
free of charge, consisting of art,
theatre, dance, chess, sport and
more. There was something on
every evening. 

“The Russian really appreciated
the shows and after a concert they
would stand and stamp their feet
to show their appreciation. I inter-
viewed poets, writers and artists.
They were paid by the State and
were given special accommodation
but they had to portray ‘Social
Realism’.”

Levy gave an example of a play
she saw which had won the 1961
Lenin Award. A couple living in
Moscow wanted to get married. He
wanted to go and live in the
Ukraine where he had obtained a
job, but she, who worked in a facto-
ry, decided that staying in Moscow
and remaining at her own job, was
more important!

Surprisingly Levy also managed
to interview the chief rabbi of
Moscow. He told her there were
many problems. The youngest

member of the congregation was
68 years old! If parents wanted
their son to have a barmitzvah,
they had to have a ceremony
behind shut windows. 

When she was in Central Asia,
she met the Muslim Grand Mufti.
He had four wives. The women did
not wear veils and they used con-
traceptives so there were no big
families. She also met a Roman
Catholic priest who was an
exchange student and was teach-
ing English. 

Levy was to be taken to see a
funeral but as it was raining it was
postponed. “So,” she asked, “what
does a Jewish girl do in Moscow
when it is raining? Go to the
Museum of Atheism, of course!
This is a three-storey building
showing religious atrocities
through the ages, including the
Spanish Inquisition, down to

Hitler. Children are taken to the
museum to show them that
Communism was the true G-d.
There was no space for religion, no
Moses, no Jesus, no Mary.”

Because of the war, Levy
explained that there were 27 mil-
lion more women than men in
Russia. Women did the same work
as men. It was usual for a married
couple to move in with parents and
there was no privacy. 

Rooms were divided by curtains.
At the end of the room was the
bathroom with a shower and there
were no plugs, making washing of
clothes difficult, but laundry was
done free at places of work.
Divorce was easy and there was no
alimony to be paid. 

On education, she said: “Nine
years was compulsory. School was
difficult. The children had to learn
two languages and altogether 12
subjects. Their future was decided
by IQ tests. At an early age chil-
dren who showed talent in a (par-
ticular) field were sent to special
schools to develop that ability.

Levy went on the Trans-Siberian
Railway from Moscow to
Vladivostok on the Pacific, a jour-
ney of five nights and six days. She
was in a compartment with five
men. It was extremely boring, she
recalled. 

“I was warned that if I got off the
train at any point I would be sent
home instantly. The food was okay
but the service poor. A Chinese
man in the compartment seemed
to have taken a dislike to me as a
South African. He could speak
English and asked me: ‘What are
you doing on the Trans-Siberian? I
answered, ‘That is what I am trying
to find out myself’.” 

In Bokhara, in Central Asia, she
visited a mosque which had a col-
lection of mezzuzoth. During the
Second World War many Jews took
refuge around there where they
worked in factories. After the war
the Red Cross helped them to leave. 

Levy said she saw and learnt a
great deal. She told about the aims
of the Soviets at the 22nd congress
held the year before she visited. 

Physical labour was to be elimi-
nated; there was to be full electrifi-
cation; living standards were to be
raised to the highest (level) in the
world; transport was to be free;
rent, lights. water and telephones
were to be free; hot meals were to
be given at schools and all industri-
al enterprises. The Communist
utopian dream of each according
to his ability and each according to
his needs, would be realised.

“A great pity it didn’t work,” she
remarked.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
RITA LEWIS

WHEN THE combined years
worked by two employees of an
organisation total an extraordinary
62, it must surely be a record for
working in a shul office.

For the two employees of the Pine
Street Shul in Johannesburg, Joyce
Michaelson and Anita Sadowsky
who have achieved this feat, the
years have just flown by. 

They said they both felt satisfied
with what they had achieved during
that time - seeing the coming and
going of the various rabbonim, the
many chairmen and watching the
lifeblood of their shul ebb and flow.

Now that period of time is about
to come to an end as Michaelson
who is a very sprightly 89, is finally
retiring. She said she felt very sad at
having to go, but shrugged her
shoulders saying: “What can I do?
Age catches up with you at some
time.”

A farewell brocha was held in her
honour - and to also acknowledge
the long service of Sadowsky -
which was attended by many rab-
bonim and dignitaries and framed
JNF Golden Book certificates were
handed out to both women by Gary
Cohen, the shul’s president.

During her time at the shul,
Michaelson has been responsible
for all the accounts and finances
and in the words of the shul’s hon-
orary life president, Gaby Lazarus,
“has done an amazing job. In fact
she is an absolute workaholic. 

“She has her finger on the heart
and pulse of all the important
aspects of the finances as well as the

finances of the local eiruv. 
“The well-being of the staff and

congregants was her priority; it was
at her instigation that a large pantry
was created to house all the equip-
ment and food used for all the cater-
ing done here, which made life a lot
easier for the ladies committee.

“Sadly though, after 21 years, the
time has come for her to relax and
enjoy her time at home.”

Sadowsky who has been at the
shul for some 41 years, recalled how
the number of Jews in the area had
grown over the early years - necessi-
tating a shul to be built. This was
done in 1959, although she had not
worked there at the time. 

Her time at the shul started sever-
al years later with shul work done at
the office across the road at The
Terrace which was initially the shul
hall.

For many years, The Terrace was
used as a kosher catering venue
with many famous caterers such as
Phillip Penn, Tuckers Caterers and
others who saw many barmitzvot,
weddings and parties being held at
the facility.

The available offices there soon
grew too small for them, what with
the Talmud Torah taking place in
the small hall. As a result, the staff
moved to their present offices in the
shul complex.

Sadowsky said it had been a pleas-
ure working with all of the rabbis
there - many of whom are household
names: Rabbi B Naifeld and the late
Rabbi Professor Solomon Rappaport
who been there for eight years.

Rabbi Avigdor Bukov was there
for a while but left in an auspicious
year - 1994. Rabbi Anthony Gerson

took over from him and is still
there.

She recalled some of the chair-
women who had also come and
gone during her tenure: Fay
Arluck, Sarah Gotschalk, Felicity
Hurwitz, Rose Lopis and of course
Joyce Michaelson.

She said running the shul office
had been a time consuming but sat-
isfying job as there was a great deal
to do over the years. 

She recalled organising for bar-
mitzvot and other certificates to be
made up and the names written in
beautiful calligraphic handwriting.
This helped swell the coffers of the
Jewish National Fund which was
busy planting trees - and still is - all
over Israel.

The work then was quite varied,
she recalled, as there were far
fewer staff in those early days.
Everyone had to be a general facto-
tum - even to taking the minutes for
many years for Azaria Mueinick
who was a journalist for the Zionist
Record but worked as a voluntary
worker. 

She said in the early days there
were not as many kosher bakeries
or facilities as there are today and
she recalled having to help Marcia
Picker (who was there for some
eight years) bake cakes and cookies
for the Shabbat brochas. She also
helped make special foods for the
Yomtovim, such as the lassagne for
Simchat Torah which she recalled
was absolutely wolfed down by
everyone.

They also hand made that
Jewish institution, kichel, which
just had to go with the herring at
every single simcha.

Two women with a lifetime of shul service

Joyce Michaelson and Anita Sadowsky who have worked for the

Pine Street Shul for a total of 62 years, with the shul’s honorary life

president, Gaby Lazarus.

DARRYL EGNAL

RABBI MALCOLM Matitiani
(39) made history for the second
time in his rabbinic career
recently when he became the
youngest rabbi - and first
Abraham Geiger graduate - to
hold the position of chairman of
the South African Association

of Progressive Rabbis (SAAPR). 
In 2006, Rabbi Matitiani made

headlines when he became one
of the first rabbis to receive
smicha in Germany since the
Holocaust. In addition, he read
for a Masters degree in Jewish
studies at the University of
Cape Town and University of
Potsdam, passing with distinc-

tion. He is currently the rabbi
of Temple Israel Greenpoint in
Cape Town.

Although Rabbi Matitiani
received smicha only two
years ago, he had been work-
ing as a rabbinic student/spir-
itual leader under various
long-standing South African
rabbis for more than eight

years, and as a lay reader and
religion school teacher for four
years.

“I look forward to working
with my rabbinic and lay col-
leagues to build a strong
Progressive Jewish movement
in South Africa that espouses
liberal and democratic values,”
says Rabbi Matitiani.

Matitiani new chairman of the SAAPR

Looking at the ‘Russian dream’ in the 1960s
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LIMMUD SA, which successfully show-
cased for the first time in Johannesburg
and Cape Town last year, returns to South
Africa and will now be in Durban too.

But the Southern African Rabbinical
Association has discouraged its members
from taking part in Limmud. It names Rosh
Beth Din Moshe Kurtstag and Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein as endorsing the deci-
sion. Rabbi Aharon Rose, chairman of the
Association is overseas at present and Chief
Rabbi Goldstein said he could not speak on
behalf of SARA but would wait for Rabbi
Rose to return before they would comment. 

In a media release on this year’s pro-
gramme, Limmud says the term literally
means “learning” and it has become the
premier Jewish educational and cultural
experience across the world. 

It appeals equally to Jews from any back-
ground due to the very wide range of ses-
sions and topics.

Founded in the UK in 1980, it has become
the largest communal event for UK Jewry,
attracting over 2 500 people for a week-long
seminar annually. Its popularity has
exploded to 40 sites around the world - you
can go to Limmud events in LA, San
Francisco, the Baltics, Bulgaria, Turkey,
Netherlands, Australia and Moscow.

According to Viv Anstey, the chairman of
Limmud South Africa, “Limmud allows
each Jew to take one step further on their
Jewish journey. It does not prescribe, but
creates a space in which all Jews can
explore the varied facets of their
Jewishness. 

“Limmud encourages debate, learning
and discussion on all things Jewish, such as
philosophy, history, religion, culture,
dance, music, literature and much more.
The appeal of Limmud is that it has some-
thing for everyone.”

Anstey adds: “Every member of the fam-
ily, from the kids, to parents and grandpar-
ents and singles, will enjoy the experience
equally.” 

Parents will be interested in Young
Limmud which takes place in
Johannesburg and Cape Town, which
caters for those delegates aged three
months to 16 years. With a créche at both
centres for infants from three months, a
programme designed for 7 - 14 year olds
with fun and informal learning, as well as
sessions tailor-made to interest young
adults aged 15 - 25 is on offer. 

This year over 13 international presen-
ters join South Africa’s local talent.

Although different in all three centres,
delegates will be exposed to a mix of issues

including: the Lemba tribe and their links
to Judaism; find out more about Jewish dis-
eases from a highly acclaimed geneticist;
discover how Ethiopians are integrating
into Israeli society; learn Yemenite danc-
ing; view some of the latest Israeli films;
find out about the disengagement from
Gaza from someone who was there; why
there are so many Jews in the human rights
field; Talmudic sources of tikkun olam; dis-
cussions on xenophobia and emigration;
and the study of religious text in the
chevruta programme. 

Adds Anstey: “Limmud SA will attract
well over 1 000 delegates to a smorgasbord
of topics, issues and presenters. The ses-
sions tend to be quite interactive and some-
times quite heated with varying points of
view. 

Limmud SA events are all kosher.
The question of the participation of

Orthodox rabbis in Limmud - in which
other “alternative” streams of Judaism
also feature - regularly comes up in connec-
tion with Limmud events. Ann Harris, wife
of the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, who
participated in Limmud last year and is set
to participate this year again, told the
Jewish Report: “There is a worldwide reluc-
tance from the Orthodox establishment to
accept Limmud. 

“It is a great pity, because it attracts
many people who would otherwise not get
involved in other forums of Jewish educa-
tion. It is a wasted opportunity.” 

The Southern African Rabbinical
Association has discouraged its members
from participating in Limmud. In a resolu-

tion it adopted, which the Jewish Report
had seen, it said: “The executive of SARA
would like to remind you of the existing
policy toward the upcoming Limmud learn-
ing programme, which is that no
(Orthodox) rabbi will accept an invitation
to participate. 

“At a meeting of the executive yesterday,
which included Rav (Moshe) Kurtstag and
Chief Rabbi (Warren) Goldstein, it was fur-
ther agreed that rabbis who are in a posi-
tion to dissuade people from attending,
would do so, bedarchei no’am ubedarchei
shalom.”

When contacted by the Jewish Report,
Chief Rabbi Goldstein said he would
respond at a later stage in conjunction with
Rabbi Rose, the chairman of SARA, when
the latter returns from overseas. 

Orthodox rabbis boycott Limmud SA programmes
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

ISRAEL’S DEAL with Hezbollah to release ter-
rorist Samir Kuntar in exchange for Ehud
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev - the soldiers
abducted by Hezbollah two years ago - along
with other conditions (see story on page 11)
occurs in a radically different context to South
Africa. 

But one question connects the situations:
when is it justified to release a sadistic mur-
derer? 

During our TRC process, apartheid agents
who tortured and killed black activists
received amnesty for telling the truth and they
walked free, because national interests, recon-
ciliation, the need to move forward, etc, caused
South African leaders to agree to this.

In 1979, Kuntar and other gunmen broke into
a Nahariya apartment and took hostage Danny
Haran, 28 and his four-year-old daughter,
Einat. Haran’s wife, Smadar, hid with her
other daughter, two-year-old Yael.

Smadar said in an article in the Washington
Post: “I will never forget the joy and the hatred
in their voices as they swaggered about hunt-
ing for us, firing their guns and throwing
grenades... 

“I knew that if Yael cried out, the terrorists
would toss a grenade into the crawl space and
we would be killed. So I kept my hand over her
mouth, hoping she could breathe. As I lay
there, I remembered my mother telling me
how she had hidden from the Nazis during the
Holocaust. ‘This is just like what happened to
my mother’, I thought... 

“As police began to arrive, the terrorists
took Danny and Einat down to the beach.
There, according to eyewitnesses, one of them
shot Danny in front of Einat so that his death
would be the last sight she would ever see.
Then he smashed my little girl’s skull in
against a rock with his rifle butt. 

“That terrorist was Samir Kuntar... By the
time we were rescued from the crawl space
hours later, Yael, too, was dead. In trying to
save all our lives, I had smothered her.” 

The deal with Hezbollah satisfies no-one, but
raises a myriad questions: can anything justi-
fy releasing a man like Kuntar? Should Israel
have negotiated with terrorists, setting a dan-
gerous precedent? Should Israel have broken
its policy not to release terrorists “with blood
on their hands”? 

Does the compassionate desire to bring “clo-
sure” to the tortured families of the soldiers
justify so radical a step at the national level?
Since it is almost certain the soldiers are dead,
should Israel have offered so much for their
return? Will the deal with Hezbollah cause
Hamas to toughen its demands for the other
kidnapped soldier, Gilad Shalit, known to be
alive?

This is not an unambiguous situation like a
war of defence, where it is clear what the coun-
try has to do; it is groping in the murky waters
of moral and tactical ambiguity. 

Ultimately, the excruciating decision was
not about Kuntar - the symbol of evil. It was
about the broader context, and closure for the
families - an act of compassion, not justice. As
with the South African criminals allowed to
walk free after the TRC, the release will always
rankle among people who want justice done. 

How will future historians view Israel’s deci-
sion? Israeli statesmanship at its courageous
and compassionate best? Or Israeli surrender
to people who remain intent on destroying it -
a political faux pas setting a precedent that
will haunt Israel in the future? We cannot
know while we are in the midst of the situa-
tion.

Sitting in comfortable homes at a long dis-
tance from the anguished families of the two
soldiers, it would be wrong to criticise Israel’s
decision to release Kuntar. 

Away from lofty issues of “morality” and
“strategy”, on the level of individual, suffering
human beings, it will hopefully bring a form of
closure to the families, allowing them to then
get on with living. In effect, that is what Samir
Kuntar is being traded for.

sense” in the words of presiding Judge
Walter Meyer. 

The Protocols, concocted by the
Tsarist secret police, inter alia through
adapting a 19th century French satire
of Louis Napoleon, had already long-
since been debunked in numerous
newspaper articles and academic stud-
ies. However, this was the first high
profile court ruling declaring it to be a
forgery.   

Interestingly, prior to the Berne
case, there had been another court
case in which the Protocols hoax was
exposed, and it took place in South
Africa. In 1934 Reverend A Levy of Port
Elizabeth, with the backing of the SA
Jewish Board of Deputies, brought an
action for damages on the grounds of
defamation against three leaders of the
SA Christian National Socialist
Movement, a local version of the Nazi
Party in Germany, more usually
referred to as the Greyshirts. 

The action was based on the dissemi-
nation of a document purportedly
written by Levy which outlined a sup-
posed Jewish plot to destroy the
Christian religion and overthrow the
existing system of civilisation.

The document was said to have been
stolen from Port Elizabeth’s Western
Road Synagogue by Harry Victor Inch,
leader of the Greyshirts in the Eastern
Cape. 

Its contents were read out in public
meetings by Johannes von Strauss von
Moltke, leader of the SA Gentile
Socialists, who also arranged for its
publication in the official organ of the
Greyshirt movement. The following
extract provides an idea of its con-
tents:

“We are confident in our success. We
who boast of our survival over all
empires. We the Chosen of the

Almighty, who guides and approves of
our every action. Our cult of Gold. We
who control, financially and even polit-
ically behind the scenes, yea, the cho-
sen, who were promised all these
things. Earthly pomp, Splendour,
Imperialism, and everlasting sover-
eignty over the ANOMALS [sic] of the
earth.”  

The document was clearly a variation
of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion,
hence the authenticity or otherwise of
the latter, received considerable atten-
tion during the trial. 

Providentially Nahum Sokolow,
leader of the World Zionist Movement,
was in South Africa at the time. He had
been present at the inaugural Zionist
Conference in Basle in 1897, where the
Protocols had supposedly first been
promulgated, and was able to testify
that no such document had surfaced on
that occasion. 

He further provided details of how
the Protocols’ fraudulent origins had
subsequently come to light. 

The court concluded that the
Protocols was “an impudent forgery,
obviously published for the purpose of
anti-Jewish propaganda”. 

It found the defendants guilty of fab-
ricating a variation of it and then false-
ly claiming Reverend Levy to have been
its author. Hefty damages were
imposed.   

Von Moltke’s subsequent career sur-
vived the debacle, as well as his
wartime pro-Nazi activities. He was
completely rehabilitated by the tri-
umphant National Party after 1948 and
served as Nationalist MP for Karas, one
of the newly-created South-West
African constituencies, from 1950 until
his retirement from politics in 1966. A
few years prior to that, he claimed that
Inch had tricked him into publishing
the forged documents. 

“I have paid for my mistake but up to
this day I have never squealed nor have
I ever blamed the Jews for what they
have done to me,” he said.  

Jon Qwelane and Channel Islam
International must be gratified to 
find themselves in such illustrious
company! 

WRITING IN the SA Jewish Report
some years ago, journalist and talk-
show host Jon Qwelane challenged the
Jewish community to prove to him that
the Protocols of the Elders of Zion was,
in fact, a forgery. Evidently, he had
some doubts on that score at the time.

Happily for Qwelane, those doubts
would now seem to have been cleared
up. Responding to a caller on his show
on Channel Islam International on
June 11 this year, he endorsed the writ-
ings of Henry Ford, who believed the
Protocols to be a genuine document and
based his book, The International Jew
on it. 

Said Qwelane: “The Zionists were so
embarrassed when (the Protocols)
came to light, they denied, they 
tried this, they tried that. Then you 
had Zionist-controlled courts in
Switzerland and somewhere else,
declaring the book a fake. And outlaw-
ing it. But Henry Ford would take none
of that nonsense.”

Well, there you have it. There really
does exist a diabolical Jewish plot to
control the world, as outlined in The
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion,
and any court case or academic exposé
claiming otherwise, can be safely dis-
counted since, as it demonstrates, Jews
secretly control everything. 

Qwelane is to be thanked for enlight-
ening us all about this very serious
matter. Forewarned, after all, is fore-
armed!

The Protocols of the Learned Elders of
Zion remains a banned publication in
South Africa, which means it is illegal
to sell, own or quote from it. Today, of
course, the ban is of little more than
symbolic value since the full text is
readily available on the Internet. 

The Swiss court case referred to by
Qwelane (the one whose outcome, he
claims, came about through behind-
the-scenes Zionist manipulation) took
place in Berne in 1934-’35 when Alfred
Zander, a Swiss Nazi, was sued for a
series of articles he published, repre-
senting the Protocols as fact.

The verdict declared the Protocols to
be forgeries, plagiarisms, and obscene
literature, “nothing but laughable non-

Freeing a terrorist
to assert life

countries. The average number for
Israeli men is 10,5 and 2,7 for Israeli
women - mainly because men are far
more likely than women in attempts to
kill themselves.

Rates in Australia are about twice as
high for both categories. The same is
true vis-à-vis Switzerland. Yet neither
of those tranquil, prosperous coun-
tries are threatened by Arab gunmen
or Iranian atoms. 

People here are particularly sensi-
tive to suicides carried out by men and
women serving in the military (as was
the case at Ben-Gurion Airport). The
number varies from year to year, but
averages out at about 35 per 12
months. This is about the same for
American college students in the same
age bracket 

Special efforts are made to weed out
servicemen and women who are likely
to take their own lives. Yet recent sta-
tistics indicate that 80 per cent of
those soldiers who killed themselves
had not been in contact with their
mental health officers, nor had they
been in touch with psychologists
before they were called up. 

Even without reference to contempo-
rary events, the suicide question comes
up every year about Lag Ba’Omer. It is
then that Jews remember the second
Jewish revolt against the Romans led
by Bar-Kochba. 

It ended, as also will be remembered,
with the mass suicide by the defenders
of Masada, who also killed their own
children rather than allow them to fall
into the hands of the Roman legion-
naires, 

In recent years there have been local
historians who have portrayed the
defenders of Masada as murderers
rather than as heroes, which is the way
that most Jews see them.

Educator Amnon Barnea, for exam-
ple, wrote in a controversial Ha’aretz
story: “On which values are we educat-
ing our children? That when battling
the enemy, a fighter is allowed to even
murder his own children.” 

In his reply, educator Michal Lanir
wrote: “We need to distinguish between
suicide as an act of desperation and
suicide as the sanctification of G-d,
which is a most humane deed, the pin-
nacle of human freedom.” 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 
REHOVOT 

THE APPARENT suicide of a border
policeman guarding the farewell cere-
mony for French Prime Minister
Nicholas Sarkozy at Ben-Gurion
Airport, has suddenly focused a spot-
light on the issue of suicides in Israel. 

Contrary to what one might assume,
there is not a particularly high rate of
suicides in a country where tension is
the norm. It doesn’t much matter if
anxieties are caused by random mur-
ders of ordinary citizens by terrorists
or gangsters, or by social and economic
deprivation. 

Moreover, in the back of everybody’s
mind, there is the probable advent of
an Iranian A-bomb by the end of the
decade. 

Under the circumstances, it is not
strange that some Israelis take their
own lives but rather how few there are
in relation to other countries. 

According to the latest World Health
Organisation statistics, which report
upon the annual number of suicides
per 100 000 population in dozens of

A spotlight on suicides 
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