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Prisoner swap: Israel gets its
two soldiers back - in a coffin

OUR BEST WISHES TO

A GREAT MAN
Today, July 18, is an auspicious day in SA history. Nelson Mandela

turns 90. With the Jewish Report, a random selection of prominent SA

Jews wish Madiba many more healthy birthdays. We thank him for

what he has meant to our country’s fledgling democracy after 1994.

Israeli Ambassador Ilan Baruch
On behalf of the people and Government of Israel, I wish to convey our best 
wishes for good health to Nelson Mandela on the occasion of his 90th birthday. 

Israelis of all walks of life are deeply inspired by Mandela’s vision of co-exis-
tence, dignity and mutual respect, which gave guidance to the abolition of
apartheid and the creation of modern South Africa, one of the most revered
political achievements in modern times. 

By that, the world was enriched with a universal and historic legacy of peace,
which we aspire painstakingly to implement in our war-torn region of the Middle
East. 

Success in our peace endeavours, which, when achieved, will be added to that
legacy as well.

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein
On first meeting President Mandela, he inscribed the following message for my
son in a children’s version of A Long Walk to Freedom: “To a great leader of the
future.”

He sees greatness in others. His faith in us inspires us and challenges us. His
reverence for the greatness of the human spirit and its capacity for overcoming
adversity, are the essence of his inspiring leadership and his humility. On behalf
of the South African Jewish community, I extend best wishes for G-d’s continued
abundant blessings and may he live until 120 (years of age).

Motty Sacks
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Israel United Appeal
South Africans of all persuasions owe an immense debt of gratitude to former
President Nelson Mandela. 
The political transformation of South Africa could never have occurred without 
Dr Mandela’s supreme statesmanship and inspired tolerance. 

Dr Mandela, we wish you many more years in good health to continue to enjoy
the rewards of your extreme personal sacrifices on behalf of the people of South
Africa.  SEE PAGE 2
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ELDAD REGEV and Ehud Goldwasser, the two Israeli soldiers captured in 2006 by Hezbollah on the Lebanese border, in an incident
which triggered the Second Lebanon War, are indeed dead, as had been rumoured and feared. The Israeli army identified the remains of
the two, handed over by Hezbollah as part of a prisoner swap, Israel radio reported on Wednesday.      SEE PAGES 3 & 13
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Bearing that in mind, let’s
think about what happens with
Tzlafchad’s daughters.

For five young girls of no par-
ticular lineage to be granted an
audience with the national
leader, would be unthinkable.
For them to question his judge-
ment would be impossible. For
him then to agree with them
would just not happen.

IN THIS week’s Torah portion,
Moses speaks about the laws of
inheritance vis-à-vis the future
apportionment of the Land of
Israel. Five sisters - orphaned
from their father, Tzlafchad - chal-
lenge one aspect of Moses’ ruling.

When you put the story of
Tzlafchad’s daughters in the con-
text of its times, it belies belief.
Although equality of the sexes
seems completely natural today,
we must remember that the femi-
nist movement only began rough-
ly 100 years ago. For thousands of
years before that, women had no
say, no role and certainly no posi-
tion in any society on earth.
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Apart from the respect for
women that is light years ahead of
its times, I want to point out some-
thing else. Even after such an
episode occurred, for it to be then
written in the history books of
the nation would be absolutely
unimaginable. How can Moses
possibly maintain his credibility
as “the lawgiver” if five young
girls know the law better than he
does?!

One of the many aspects of
Torah that always impresses me
is its honesty. The author of this
book has nothing to hide and
nothing to prove. The laws are
unreservedly challenging. 

The stories do not always paint
even the greatest of characters in
a positive light. There is no fear of

upsetting or offending anyone.
Someone so seemingly disinter-
ested in convincing his audi-
ence that he is G-d, is someone
with supreme confidence that
he really is G-d.

July 18 / 15 Tammuz 

June 19 / 16 Tammuz 

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:17 18:09 Johannesburg

17:41 18:35 Cape Town

16:58 17:51 Durban

17:19 18:11 Bloemfontein

17:11 18:05 Port Elizabeth

17:04 17:58 East London

SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT 
PINCHAS
Rabbi Shaul Rosenblatt 
Aish Hatorah

Credibility and respect 

Tony Leon 
Former leader, Democratic
Alliance
When the time came in 1999 for
Parliament to bid farewell to
Nelson Mandela, I could inform
the House with utter sincerity
that paying tribute to the
President, objectively a political
opponent, was one of the easiest
speeches I have ever had to
make. 

I said on that occasion words,
heartfelt and sincere, which 
the intervening passage of
nine years seems only to have
bolstered, as Mandela’s visibility
lessens but his stature increases: 

“You have graced this
Parliament. You have graced this
country. You have graced
humanity.” 

Happy birthday, Madiba.
Thank you for shining your
great and special light on our
people and the wider world.

Helen Suzman
Long the lone opposition
voice in Parliament
Nelson Mandela is a remarkable
man whose friendship I greatly
value. It is South Africa’s good
fortune to have him pave the way
for peaceful reconciliation in a
country torn apart for 40 years
and even before then, by racial
discrimination. 

As a Jewish South African I
especially value the cordial rela-
tionship between Mr Mandela
and the Jewish community.
Happy birthday, Nelson - now we
are both 90!

Mr Justice Arthur
Chaskalson
Former Chief justice of
South Africa
Madiba, your life is an inspira-
tion to us. All in South Africa
and the whole world as well, cel-
ebrate with you today. Happy
birthday.

Hon Abe Abrahamson
Chairman, Board of
Directors SA Jewish Report
As one of six members of a
Jewish group, I first met Nelson
Mandela soon after his walk to
freedom. His serenity and bear-
ing made an unforgettable
impression. He appeared to have
been made for leadership.

It has been my privilege to
have met him on a number of
occasions since, both official and
informal. He never forgets a face;
he never fails to stop and greet a
person. He retains that common
touch and friendly warmth.

We have been more than fortu-
nate to have him lead in the first
days of the new South Africa in
peace and much progress in the
building of a rainbow nation.
Happy birthday, Madiba - you
will ever be remembered.

Avrom Krengel
Chairman SA Zionist
Federation
Wishing you a happy birthday.
You have inspired a nation with
your unique qualities of human-
ity, kindness and forgiveness.

Marlene Bethelehem
Deputy chair, Commission
for the Promotion and
Protection of the Rights of
Cultural, Religious and
Linguistic Communities
Dear Madiba, your life has been
a blessing for all South Africans.
We should all strive to embody
the spirit, values and legacy that
you exemplified. I wish you a
wonderful day on July 18 and a
meaningful year ahead.

Stephen Koseff
CEO of Investec Bank
Happy birthday Madiba. Thank
you for putting our country on
the right road. Hopefully we can
continue to achieve the success
you strived for.

Issie Kirsh
Founder of Primedia Group
You are one of a kind, an icon to
the world, a source of great
inspiration. You are a man in his
own class, a man who stands
alone. 

We honour you and look at you
with the greatest admiration. We
wish you many, many more
happy returns of the day.

Jules Browde SC
I met Nelson Mandela when I
went to law school at Wits after I
returned from the army. I be-
friended him and we had many
interesting discussions about
the future of South Africa. 

As a young man he had such
gravitas; he was handsome and
looked like a leader and he spoke
with authority. Although he
lived in bleak surroundings in
Sophiatown, he was never
resentful to any section and in
his general attitude to people.
Although he was deeply
involved, he was not a revolu-
tionary who wanted people to
suffer.

He was a man who has never
forgotten anyone who had been
friendly to him. A person of tol-
erance, he wanted a peaceful
solution for all sections of the
population.

Anna Berkowitz
Cape Town chairman, UJW
There is no expression equiva-
lent to happy birthday in
isiXhosa, so I am very privileged
and honoured to give you the tra-
ditional greeting on a birthday -
"Ulo nwabele usuku lwakho
lokuzaiwa" Tata Madiba, that
translates as "You must be happy
for the day that you were born."

Admired and loved for your
commitment to this beautiful
country, your leadership and
most of all, your modesty, an
example to the world.

Eric and Sheila Samson
Founder of the Macsteel
Group
We are delighted to pay tribute
to Madiba on yet another 
milestone in his distinguished
life. 

Not only has he accomplished
so much for South Africa, he is
a gentleman personified. We
both enjoy and appreciate our
interactions with him. We wish
Madiba and Graca many more
happy years together. 

Alan Greenstein 
Group MD Sasfin
Bank/Holdings Limited
Congratulations on achieving
this wonderful milestone, in a
life literally paved with mile-
stones.

We hope that you will contin-
ue to offer wise counsel to the
many who seek your advice and
to champion those causes
which will make South Africa
and the world a better place.

All of us at Sasfin wish you a
very happy birthday and many
more years of good health,
peace and contentment.

Ube nosuku lokuzalwa olum-
nandi Tata Mandela!

Moonyeen Castle
Chairman, Western
Province Zionist Council
I believe that Madiba is certain-
ly someone the whole world can
learn from because he under-
stands that hatred has never
produced anything positive - I
feel that that is one of his finest
attributes. 

Another is his belief that we
should not dwell in the past as
we cannot change it, whereas
we can influence the future.
May he be blessed to inspire us
for many, many more years
with his wonderful personality
and soul.

Wendy Kahn
National Director SAJBD
Mazeltov to Madiba. It has 
been a privilege living in a
country surrounded by the
Mandela values of peace and
reconciliation. 

We wish you good health and
well deserved happiness sur-
rounded by your family.

Jewish community
wishes Madiba well
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

BLAIR CANCELS GAZA VISIT

JERUSALEM - Former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair can-
celled a high-profile visit to the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip over con-
cerns for his safety. 

The Quartet peace envoy was to
have traveled to Gaza on Tuesday
but pulled out on short notice, with
a spokeswoman citing "specific
threats against him". 

Israeli sources said Defence
Minister Ehud Barak advised Blair
to stay away from the coastal terri-
tory as he could be targeted for
attack. 

Hamas was to have provided
security for the visit by Blair,
though he was not slated to meet
any officials from the Palestinian
Islamist group. 

The Quartet has conditioned
contacts with Hamas on it first
recognising Israel and renouncing
terrorism. 

Still, the Blair visit might have
helped Hamas's international
image, as Western dignitaries have
largely avoided Gaza since it was
violently taken over by the
Islamists a year ago. (JTA)

WORLD LEADERS HEADED TO BEIJING

NEW YORK - Few world leaders are
staying away from the Beijing
Olympics despite concerns over
China's role in Sudan. 

Though human rights groups
have waged intense campaigns
against China in the run-up to next
month's Games, German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel is among only
a handful of leaders who say they
will not attend. A group of rabbis
has urged Jewish tourists to stay
away. President George W Bush,
Israeli President Shimon Peres
and French President Nicolas
Sarkozy are slated to attend the

opening ceremonies on August 8. 
British Prime Minister Gordon

Brown is expected for the closing
ceremonies. On Monday, a prosecu-
tor filed an indictment against
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir
on charges of genocide. 

The same day, the British
Broadcasting Corp claimed that
China was training Sudanese pilots
and that Chinese military vehicles
were found in Darfur, the region in
Western Sudan where hundreds of
thousands have been killed in what
some Western observers describe
as a genocide. (JTA)

BARAK POSTPONES US VISIT

JERUSALEM - Ehud Barak has
postponed his working visit to the
United States. 

The Israeli defence minister and
leader of Labour, was scheduled to
fly out to Washington late on
Monday for three days of talks on
Iran and other regional issue, but

cancelled. Aides said he was needed
in Israel for the prisoner exchange
on Wednesday with Hezbollah,
which required final Cabinet
approval on Tuesday. 

Barak would likely reschedule his
US visit for early August, aides said.
(JTA)

OWN CORRESPONDENT
JERUSALEM

ISRAEL’S WORST fear has come
true. Eldad Regev and Ehud
Goldwasser, the two Israeli sol-
diers captured in 2006 by
Hezbollah on the Lebanese border,
in an incident which triggered the
Second Lebanon War, are indeed
dead, as had been rumoured and
feared. The consensus in the IDF
had been that both men had been
killed during the cross-border
abduction attack on July 12, 2006. 

The Israeli army identified the
remains of the two, handed over
by Hezbollah as part of a prisoner
swap, Israel radio reported on
Wednesday. 

In return, Israel handed over
five Lebanese prisoners and the
bodies of 200 Lebanese and
Palestinian fighters. 

The capture of the two Israeli
soldiers sparked a month-long war
between Israel and the militant
Hezbollah movement. 

Israeli generals on Wednesday
officially broke the sad news to the
families of the two men.

Earlier, the soldiers’ relatives
broke down in tears as they saw
the images of Hezbollah handing
over the two coffins. Before the
swap, it had been unclear whether
the two soldiers were alive or
dead. 

The prisoners in the swap,
including Samir Qantar, who had
served a series of life sentences for

murder and had been in jail since
1979, left the jail before dawn. Some
in Israel had held out hope that the
two Israeli men might still be alive,
but the images of two plain black
coffins being delivered to the bor-
der, told the soldiers’ family what
they had long suspected, said the
BBC’s Wyre Davies on the Israel-
Lebanon border. 

Earlier, the Lebanese prisoners
were taken to the Rosh Hanikra
border crossing on the Israeli-
Lebanese border. The exchange
was mediated by the Red Cross. 

Lebanon declared a national hol-
iday to mark the swap, after which
Israel held no more Hezbollah mil-
itants. Under the deal - the fruit of
two years of delicate German
mediation - Hezbollah also agreed
to return the body parts of Israeli
soldiers killed in south Lebanon in
2006. 

The agreement has caused con-
troversy in Israel, with some min-
isters opposed to the possibility of
exchanging live Hezbollah prison-
ers for dead bodies. But Israel says
it has a moral obligation to bring
its soldiers home. 

Israel’s Cabinet gave its final
approval for the exchange of five
Hezbollah prisoners, on Tuesday. 

The biggest controversy - and
objection - revolved around
Qantar being part of the swap. He
had been in jail for a deadly ter-
rorist raid in which he killed three
Israelis, including a child. The
killings had been particularly

brutal.
Cries of horror sounded at the

Regev residence on Wednesday, as
the family witnessed the TV
broadcast of the prisoners
exchange at the Lebanese border,
showing Hezbollah turning over
two coffins to the Red Cross. 

In Beirut the exchange caused
jubilation for Hezbollah, who are
claiming the deal as a victory. The
leader of Lebanon’s mainly
Maronite Christian Free Patriotic
Movement and former army com-
mander-in-chief, Michel Aoun,
said the swap proved Israel had
been defeated. 

“I believe today is the crowning
glory of the (2006 Israel-
Hezbollah) war... There is national
unanimity to welcome the prison-
ers and the martyrs’ bodies.
Everything calls for optimism and
a new revival in Lebanon,” he
said. 

But Ehud Goldwasser’s father,
Shlomo Goldwasser, said he was
mystified by the Lebanese celebra-
tions. “I cannot understand what
the Lebanese are so glad about
and happy about,” he said. 

“They sacrificed over 700 of
their best warriors and all their
economy, and what they get for
what they did is a murderer, a
bloody murderer of a three-and-a-
half-year-old girl and her father -
and for this they are making all
this glory, for this they sacrificed
so much. So I feel only pity for
them.”  SEE PAGE 13

Israel gets its 2 soldiers
back - in a coffin
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JOHANNESBURG - MELiSA (the
Medical Electronic Library of South
Africa) has launched South Africa’s first
national online medical library providing
affordable access to an extensive range of
international medical literature. 

In a media release MELiSA says inter-
national medical journals are a key
resource for keeping up to date with cur-
rent trends and therapies. Up till now,
access to a wide range of top medical lit-
erature has been the luxury of universi-
ty staff and students, leaving the vast
majority of the medical profession in
South Africa to subscribe to journals
individually. 

However, due to the expense of inter-
national journal subscriptions, practi-
tioners are limited in the number of
journals to which they subscribe, if any.

MEliSA is the leading medical infor-
mation website in South Africa with
access to over 1 000 international journal
titles, 100 text book titles and various
online programmes and databases,
spanning all fields in medicine.

Using MELiSA, the release says, is
convenient, the content easy to access
and available anytime, anywhere, and
with today’s mobile technology, literally
at the bedside if needed.

MELiSA is sponsoring internship and

community service doctors with
markedly reduced fee access to
resources that will assist them in treat-
ing their patients. The release sees this
as a lifeline to young professionals who
are serving the country for three years,
with very little backup in many
instances and who, since graduating, no
longer have access to the resources they
studied with through their alumni
libraries.

• For more information please visit the
Medical Electronic Library of South
Africa at www.melisa.co.za or contact
MELiSA via info@melisa.co.za 

SA gets an online medical library

LIONEL SLIER

FOR THE unbroken connection between
South Africa and Israel, the SA Zionist
Federation thought that an exhibition
celebrating Israel’s 60th birthday, would
be appropriate. Therefore an exciting
exhibition was put on at the Rabbi 
Cyril Harris Community Centre in
Johannesburg to honour Israel’s dia-
mond anniversary, with the emphasis on
the relationship between the two coun-
tries.

At the opening Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein also took a swipe at the recent
South African “human rights delega-
tion” to Israel, which the chief rabbi
called “a chutzpah and outrage”.

Avrom Krengel, chairman of the
SAZF, welcoming the visitors at the
opening said: “This is a special year, a
milestone in the unique connection
between South African Jews and Israel.
This exhibition is about those who came
before us and on whose shoulders we
stand.”

Israel’s ambassador to South Africa,
Ilan Baruch, spoke about the moving
and extremely interesting history and
relationship between South Africa and
Israel. It is shown by the aliyah flight
which is leaving here on July 21, which
has 100 South Africans aboard who are
going to settle in Israel. 

“Making aliyah seems so natural and
when we ask: ‘Why Israel?’ the answer is
that it is a Jewish state and we are enti-
tled to it and it is ours.”

Baruch added: “I came here three
years ago and I was embraced by South
African Jews. I could see that Israel was
in your hearts and it is such a deep
unique commitment.” 

His assignment would end in
December this year but he admitted: “I
carry the flavour, a South African
flavour in the way I speak English. I am
proud of it. Look at the pictures here (in
the exhibition) and you can be very
proud and I am proud of it.”

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein con-
gratulated the SAZF on the task and
mission which they undertook to

express the community’s commitment
to a connection spanning 60 years. 

“Today’s exhibition marks the kind of
work in a proud Zionist tradition. There
is a deep sense of pride and loyalty, with
G-d’s blessing to a state which many
Jews never previously had.”

Taking a different tack, the chief rabbi
pointed out that Jews had been attached
to “this land” for thousands of years and
therefore it was a moral outrage for peo-
ple to talk about an occupation. 

He mentioned the so-called “fact-find-
ing mission” which visited Israel in
order to “kick Israel in the teeth.

“It is a chutzpah and outrage,” he said.
“There were two judges on the mission
and they should know that there are two
sides to a question. There were members
of the South African Jewish community
on the mission and that is also an out-
rage. 

“We are not uncritical about Israel but
we are fair and loyal and we love it with
a passion. We need to say loudly and
clearly exactly where we stand on this
point. The mainstream press in Israel
ignored the mission.”

Guest of honour, David Sussman -
who incidentally was born on the day of
the establishment of the State of Israel -
said: “I had never asked what it was like
to live as a Jew (before 1948) without the
State of Israel. I asked my dad to tell me.
He had fought in the Second World War,
was captured twice but also visited
Palestine when on leave. 

“Palestine? I thought with shock. The
Romans had sought to destroy the oldest
title deed in history - the ancient Judea -
by changing its name to Palestine. 

“Rabbi (Yossi) Chaikin, in a drosha
had said that only when water was taken
away from the Jews wandering in the
desert, did they remember what a bless-
ing it was. So must we remember Israel
as a blessing. We must accept Israel as a
fact of life. 

“This exhibition shows what has been
done since the establishment of the
State. We live with a great legacy.”

The exhibition itself consists of 22
panels, some of which have some truly
historic photographs, some going back
to the first Zionist Conference in
Johannesburg in 1898. There are photos
of some of the prominent Israelis who
visited here - David Ben-Gurion, Chaim
Herzog, Mordechai Hod, Moshe Dayan... 

Among the large panels are some
smaller ones, which tell the story of the
SAZF within the context of its relation-
ship with Israel and also the changing
relationship between Israel and African
states. 

There are panels about the IUA-UCF,
the Media Team, Keren Kayemet. WIZO,
Western Province and KZN Zionist
Councils, Maccabi, MDA, youth move-
ments, Machal, the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, and more. 

There is also a smaller exhibition of 15
panels with photos of Herzl, Jabotinsky
and Weizman. There are six sports pan-
els as well.

In fact the exhibition is a walk through
the history of the Jews of South Africa
and the SAZF since its beginnings and
its relationship with Israel.

The SAZF must be congratulated on
an excellent exhibition. It deserves to be
on permanent show.

Avrom Krengel, Ilan Baruch and David Sussman.

Elias Inbram in front of a photo of

Theodor Herzl.

Isla Feldman with Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

THE MEZUZAH for the new premises for the Elise
Gift Shop in the Genesis Centre in Fairmount, will
bring G-d’s protection not only for the workers but to
the shop itself said Rabbi Michael Katz of Chabad of
Illovo. 

In fact, he said, although G-d’s protection was
always around us, the mezuzah was our “security
firm” safeguarding us from harm.

Rabbi Katz was speaking after fixing the mezuzah to
the doorpost of the new shop and reciting the relevant
prayers. He said this was a simcha or happiness shop
being that it sold a wide variety of beautiful gifts
which would be given away for happy events; baby
births, weddings, engagements and birthdays - among
other things, at the same time helping WIZO.

Explaining the make up of the mezuzah, he said
that on the outside of every mezuzah were the Hebrew
letters shin, daled and yud, standing for “The
Guardian of the Doors of Israel” but reading the word
Sha-dai (A-mighty).

In the old days when Jews were fleeing from their
oppressors or wandering in search of refuge or suste-
nance, a home with a mezuzah on it was a welcome
sign. The mezuzah has therefore become a sign of hos-
pitality and brotherly love because “Kol Yisrael
Chaverim - all Jews are family.

The shop which had been in Balfour Park for
around two years, recently moved to the new centre
which is more central to where the hub of “Jewish
Johannesburg” is located.

It is run by a team of 10 women (volunteers and
staff) who work on a rotational basis. They are the
chairman of the branch Ethel Amoils, Zelia
Abramson, Becky Flekser, Sonya Janit, Lee Joffe,
Blanche Kaplan, Ruth Lazarus, Zelma Meinstein,
Lorraine Shein and Maureen Shapiro.  

The idea of the shop was originally mooted by the
late Elise Kaplan together with Marlene Mitchell, who
together made up a selection of small gifts for a donor
function.

At the time the project was run from Kaplan’s
home, but soon moved to the homes (and garages) of
different members of the committee - finally finding a
permanent home in a garage at Foxhill, a block of flats
in Illovo.

Directors of the operation at the time were Elise
Kaplan and Berjulie Press who soon co-opted a group
of women to help them.

As their business grew, so did their need for decent
premises and accordingly the committee of volun-
teers moved to Corlett City in Bramley.

After several years, with the deterioration of the
Corlett City centre, the Elise Gift Shop moved to
Balfour Park and then on to Fairmount. During this
time the name of the project became the Elise Wizo
Gift Shop and was run very successfully by several
capable women.

‘Elise’ finds
its niche in
Fairmount 

Rabbi Michael Katz fixes a mezuzah to the door-

post of the new Elise Gift Shop.

Some of the workers of the WIZO Johannesburg

North branch which runs the Elise Gift Shop, Ruth

Lazarus, Chairman Ethel Amoils, Zelma Meinstein

and Becky Flekser. In front is Zelia Abramson.

Celebrating Israel’s 60th
with an exhibition
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THERE WAS no country in the world which
would put up with what Israel has had to deal
with, said Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice
chairman of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organisations, on a
recent visit to southern Africa. Hoenlein who
has “previously visited South Africa three or
four times”, was here on a two week tour of
southern African organised by Sharei Tzedek
Hospital in Jerusalem, with 65 members of
Friends of Sharei Tzedek.

As an example of what Israel has to put up
with, he mentioned the lies being levelled
against Israel’s people, new demands con-
stantly coming in, 7 000 rockets falling on its
citizens in the south and 41 000 rockets facing
it in the north, violations of UN Resolution
1701, new territorial concessions being
demanded of it by Hezbollah and Hamas and
others, as well as facing three existential dan-
gers, namely Syria, Hezbollah and Hamas,
and all the time Iran.

Hoenlein said that although there was
presently a debate going on at the UN on the
settlements in Israel, there was really a much
more fundamental issue.

“There is not country on earth with a
greater claim to legitimacy - sanctified by 3
000 years of sacrifice, of blood, of tears, of
prayers - than the Jewish State and nobody
can take that away.”

He added: “We must fight all the anti-
Semitism and anti-Israel talk.”

The problem today, he said, was that we
were raising the bar every day of what we are
prepared to tolerate. There were TV reports
being aired and actions being taken that we
would never have tolerated 10 years ago - but
we were being worn down.

“We must not let this happen,” he urged.
The poisoning of the elite in Britain was

going to happen in the United States - “if we
don’t stop it - and we can.

“People don’t care if you fail; only if you

succeed do you become a challenge.”
But Jews must deal with these challenges.

(Iranian President Mahmoud) Ahmadinejad
was not a threat to Israel alone; he was a
threat to the entire world, to the entire
Middle East, to every Sunni in the world, to
every Christian and every Buddhist, just as
he was to every Jew.  He said the world
should better sit up, take note and do the
right thing.

Then there was the Islamisation of
Europe... which happened because the coun-
tries did not take the appropriate steps
(timeously) to deal with it in its infancy. 

In the Passover Haggadah one reads that
in every generation there will rise up some-
one who seeks to destroy us. This is in the
present tense - to remind us that our enemies
are present in every generation, Hoenlein
warns.

We can ask: Wasn’t there one generation
where there wasn’t this hatred and bigotry?
But, he said,  even when there will be a peri-
od of peace and calm, Jews have to be aware
that their enemies are always there planning

to annihilate them.
The second guest speaker was Dr

Mathews Phosa, National Executive
Committee member of the ANC and also
treasurer-general of the organisation.

He said to much laughter, he had been
asked by Motty Sacks (chairman of Netcare)
to address so many Jewish functions that he
was thinking of changing his name to
Phosavitch.

He said there were many challenges at
present facing the government, including
how to combat crime, corruption and how to
finance our democracy.

However, “we have to admit our past mis-
takes and chasing the whites away was one
of them. We must address this.

“Another thing we have to do is to get
(President) Thabo Mbeki and ANC
President Jacob Zuma together to talk.”

The ANC, he said, believed in internation-
al partnerships. The Jewish community was
one example of this. 

He stresses that the ANC would not
engage in anti-Israel politics despite the

many challenges in the area. 
Israel’s Ambassador to South Africa Ilan

Baruch said: “South Africa is a unique coun-
try undergoing great and meaningful
change and transition. The South African
Jewish community has a unique quality
which is second to none in the world. I will
not miss an opportunity to laud and support
the rapport between South Africa and
Israel.”

Motty Sacks, who was hosting the 65 visi-
tors from overseas and the invited guests
including Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein and
Ambassador Ilan Baruch, thanked the
speakers. He said so many South Africans
had interjoined with the Americans from
the group, that it showed that Jews from
everywhere had much in common.

After the function he presented Hoenlein
with a book, Beyond Redemption written by
Dr Harold Serebro and another to Phosa
which was taken from his own library, called
“Jews and Blacks”. He said it showed that
“Jews and blacks can transform the moral
and cultural landscape of the world”.

Malcolm Hoenlein and Motty Sacks.

Dr Mathews Phosa, treasurer general of the ANC and Motty Sacks,

chairman of Netcare.

Israel has a 3 000 year claim of legitimacy
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Hostess Felicity Brest with her daughter Tiffany.

Mother and daughter Ronel and Michel Zeff (Ronel is

King David Schools Foundation’s marketing officer).

Tracey Cohen and Zilla Rakusen.

Hymie Brest jokes with Lynette Allan.

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.zaSOCIAL SCENE

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

THIS YEAR the Samantha Amy Brest
Endowment Fund, which provides a learn-
er at King David High Schools with an
entire outfit for her matric dance, took on
the idea of a motivational talk for both
mothers and daughters.

The personally designed dress, shoes,
makeover, hairdo - everything - including a
limousine to travel in, is given to a deserv-
ing learner who would otherwise not be
able to be provided with all these items for
the biggest night of her school career. 

The idea of the fund was originated by
Felicity Brest and established under the
auspices of the King David Schools’
Foundation, whose director is Elliot Wolf,
former headmaster of KDHL. 

The foundation raises money for the
schools and for bursaries for deserving
learners.

Wolf recalled being contacted by Brest
after she tragically lost her young daughter
Samantha, asking for ideas for a suitable way
of perpetuating her daughter’s memory. 

“We realised that creating a fund could
be constructive and helpful and the memo-
ry of Samantha could be kept alive as she
would have loved.

“We came up with the idea of an annual
fundraising event to assist selected King
David girls in financially preparing for the
school-leaving dance.” 

Samantha’s sister Tiffany reiterated this,
saying: “One of the fondest thoughts of a
girl’s high school career is the memory of
her matric dance night. 

“The fund affords the chosen learner the
opportunity of experiencing a night of her
dreams. Thank you for helping with this.”

In her talk on “Finding Joy”, Judy Alter
first asked: “How do we get a sense of bal-
ance and find joy? What in fact is joy and
what is happiness?”

She emphasised that both were impor-
tant.

Happiness could be achieved, but was an
external process where goals needed to be
aimed for. Happiness came when these
were reached but we then needed to find
another goal. 

Happiness was something we could go
out and search for - and if we were lucky,
could find it.

“On the other hand, joy is an internal
process,” she said. “It is defined by how we
look at our lives.” It was something we
experienced when we didn’t know we were
experiencing it.

It could strike us in an activity such as
gardening, listening to music etc, she
pointed out. “We experience joy when
being involved in an activity. We often
repeat the experience hoping that we can
get lost in it again.”

The pursuit of happiness and joy was a
lifelong process and we should stop seeking
pleasure. However, this was a hedonistic
society with the need to find self-pleasure,
but paradoxically this did not achieve hap-
piness.

It is important to love “what is” and not
just what we want - or think we want. 

“Because, what is, is what is.”
She said we must accept this because

“we all have suffering; every single one of
us has challenges”.

Pleasure doesn’t equate with happiness

Guest speaker Judy Alter speaks on

“Finding Joy”.

Robynne Posniak, Laura Sack and Heather Gluckman. Lindsay Allan, Gail Lowe and Hazel Aremband. 

Elliot Wolf, executive director of King David Schools

Foundation with Matie and Bianca Talpert. Gina Itzikowitz and Laura Isaacman.
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JOHANNESBURG

From Bernard Green:

“Talking about Balfour Park: All
and sundry had to pass through the
‘Louis Hack Memorial Gates’. Louis
was one of the Hack family whose
consisted of two sisters, Hettie and
Hilda and four brothers who all orig-
inally lived at 6 Upper Page Street,
Doornfontein. 

“After Balfour Park Club became
a shopping mall and after the
Memorial Gates had its ‘relevant
plaque’ stolen, the gates were
removed to a new home, the Jewish
Guild Club in Rivonia.

“Re the four Hack brothers: Louis,
when a 24-year-old accountant
enlisted in the Israeli army in 1948
as a machalnik. He was killed by a
sniper’s bullet in the north of Israel
on October 23 1948 a day after a truce
had been declared. 

“These days the accountancy
practice Louis Hack had formed
with Maish Litvin, namely ‘Litvin,
Hack Associates’, is still going
strong. Maish Hack, well-known in
various sporting circles, emigrated
to Israel where he passed away on a
kibbutz, aged 89. 

“The late Abe Hack was a promi-
nent boxing promoter who, together
with the late businessman, Dave
Levin, brought out heavyweight
boxing legend, ‘Rocky’ Marciano to
visit South Africa on a promotional
visit. 

“Then there is Jack Hack who
presently resides at the retirement
home in Lyndhurst, ‘Elphin Lodge’.
And so life and living carries on.”

PORT ELIZABETH

Denzil Levy on his father, Rev
Abraham Levy:

“While at Jews’ College, Rev Levy
was visiting minister to the
Aldershot Hebrew Congregation,
superintendent of St Stephen’s
Hebrew Classes Religious Education
Board and lecturer at Toynbee Hall
Teachers’ Hebrew and Religious
Classes. In 1903 he became qualified
as an associate of Jews’ College.

“The chief rabbi, the very
Reverend Dr Hermann Adler, sent
for and ordered him to go to the
colonies and accept the position of
first minister to the new shul of the
Durban Hebrew Congregation, a
shul that was to be opened officially
in July 1904. 

“In the June 29 edition of The Sun
newspaper in London, the following
report appeared: ‘The Jewish com-
munity in London are to lose the
services of one of their most popu-
lar ministers in the person of one

JERUSALEM - Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad plans again to attend this year's sum-
mit at the United Nations in New York. 

He told state television Monday he would fly to
New York in September for the annual gathering of
international leaders at the UN General Assembly. 

His speech, Ahmadinejad said, would discuss "rul-
ing the world based on justice". Ahmadinejad's atten-

dance at the UN last year drew fierce protests over
his statements against Israel and in denial of the
Holocaust. 

The Iranian president used that visit to appear at
Columbia University. A year before that, he took
time out from the UN summit to address the presti-
gious Council on Foreign Relations in New York.
(JTA)

AHMADINEJAD TO ATTEND UN SUMMIT

JERUSALEM - US Democratic presidential hopeful,
Barack Obama will meet with PA President
Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank on his Middle
East trip next week. 

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said that
Obama, would visit Ramallah on July 23 and would
meet with Abbas. Obama will first travel to Israel on
July 22-23, where he is scheduled to meet with Prime

Minister Ehud Olmert, Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni,
Defence Minister Ehud Barak, President Shimon
Peres and opposition leader Benjamin Netanyahu,
according to Israeli officials. 

John McCain, the presumptive Republican presi-
dential nominee, visited Israel in March but did not
travel to the West Bank. Instead he spoke with Abbas
by telephone. (JTA)

OBAMA TO VISIT PA

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
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Rev A Levy who has accepted a call
as minister of the Durban
Congregation, South Africa.

“‘Mr Levy has endeared himself
to the worshippers of the principal
London synagogues and he leaves
England this week with the hearti-
est wishes of his many friends. Mr
Levy has had a brilliant academic
career and he has actually identi-
fied himself with the Jewish liter-
ary societies of England and as lec-
turer to the teachers attending the
Toynbee Hall Hebrew Extension
Classes.’”

a.. Toynbee Hall in East London
(Great Britain) was founded in 1884
by Canon Samuel Barnett and
named after Arnold Toynbee the
English economist and social
reformer (d 1883). 

The plan was to attract students
from leading universities to the east
end of London to live and teach the
poor and deprived inhabitants dur-
ing the vacation periods.

b.. During later times it has acted
as a citizen’s advice bureau offering
assistance on a raft of services,
many of a welfare nature. It has
taken an active part in the
Campaign against Racial
Discrimination.

JOHANNESBURG

During a short visit to
Johannesburg, journalist Paula
Slier gave a talk at the RCHCC and
she told about a funeral service,
which she attended for a woman
resident of Alexandra Township in
Johannesburg. 

She had died of Aids as had her
husband a short while previously.
Left behind were a daughter of 16
years, herself with a baby and a
young brother of nine. A social
worker told her that the 16 year old
was now head of the household, liv-
ing in a house and attempts had
already been made to break into the
house as criminals now knew that
there were no adults to protect the
children. 

The fear was also that the 16-
year-old could be raped. The home
badly needed burglar proofing and
a security system.

After the talk two members 
of the community separately
approached Paula and one offered
to pay for the security system to be
installed, plus R1 000 in cash for the
family; the other coincidentally
offered the same amount of money
and furthermore clothing for the
children. 

Their contact numbers have been
passed on to the social worker who
was so appreciative and thankful.

OPERATION MAGIC CARPET

In the Jewish Report of June 27,
mention is made of the efforts of
the Israeli government to bring
Jews from Muslim countries to
Israel by air soon after the estab-
lishment of the State in 1948. 

There is the story of one group
brought from Yemen by plane. Now,
most of these Jews had never seen

an airplane, never mind ever been in
one. When the plane landed in Israel
(at Lod Airport as it then was), it
overshot the runway with brakes
screeching, then turned sideways
and tilted before righting itself. 

What impressed flight attendants
was that there was absolutely no
sign of panic or even concern among
the passengers. They just remained
quietly in their seats. Then the flight
crew realised that the passengers
obviously thought that the landing
was normal, exactly as it should be. 

CRICKET

From Adam Bacher:

“One hundred and nineteen crick-
eters of Jewish birth have played
first-class cricket, 79 of them are
South African and seven have been
involved in international matches.
They are Ali Bacher 12 tests,
Manfred  Susskind 5 tests, Norman
Gordon 5 tests, Dennis Gamsy 2 tests,
Mandy Yachad 1 test, Lawrence Seef
1 test and Adam Bacher 19 tests.
Norman Gordon is the oldest living
test cricketer - over 90 years old. 

“The first class cricketers of other
countries are as follows: Australia 15
- J Weiner played in six test matches.
Raymond Phillips toured England
but did not play in a Test. England
has had 1, but no internationals.
Ireland 1, Scotland 1, India 1, West
Indies 1 - Ivan Barrow who played in
11 test matches.

“The first Jewish first-class crick-
eter is J E Raphael of London
Counties, Oxford University and
Surrey in 1901. In 1910 Solomon Levy
played for Gloucestershire. The first
South African was J Frank in 
1925/6 and the following year 
C Closenberg. In the 1928/9 season
Australians R Levy and A Marks
played.

“The highest scores in first-class
cricket by Jewish players are:
Terence Lazard Boland v Western
Province 307. Ali Bacher Transvaal
v Australia 235. Adam Bacher
Transvaal v Griqualand West 210...
M Aromstan 210* Northerns v
Boland. C Grainger 233 Transvaal v
OFS B. J Livingston Northampton v
Somerset 210 (one of four double
centuries). A Marks NSW v
Queensland 201. J Wiener 201. M
Yachad 200.

“An interesting point: Mike
Barnard of Hampshire and
Portsmouth Football Club is the only
player with over 200 county cricket
games and 50 matches in English
First Division football, as it then was.
He also played against the South
African cricket team touring
England in 1965 when Ali Bacher
and Dennis Gamsy played - probably
the only first class cricket game
played in England with three Jewish
players. 

“He is also the only Hampshire
player ever to score a century
against a visiting Australian team.” 

* A first-class cricket match is one
played by top teams for at least three
days. 

COMMUNITY
BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 

082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,

lionel.slier@absamail.co.za
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
SHELLEY ELK

RAMALLAH, Lebanon, Gaza,
Kosovo... Political hotspots, war
zones. These are no strangers to
South African-born journalist
Paula Slier. Now based in the
Middle East - in Israel, matter of
fact - she’s also correspondent for
Russia Today TV.

Slier, on a brief visit to
Johannesburg, last week brought
some of her latest news stories to a
meeting of the United Zionist
Luncheon Club in Johannesburg.

Slier’s focus is in covering stories
of interest involving Russians liv-
ing in Israel.

“Of seven million people living in
Israel, about one million are Israeli
Arabs and six million are Israeli
Jews and of that six million, one in
six comes from the former Soviet
union.”

As a journalist, said Slier “you
don’t want to be telling the same
story over and over again as “most
of us are feeling right now, with the
current peace talks and Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, meet-
ing almost every second week with
Palestinian president Mahmoud
Abbas. 

“Very few journalists even report
on the clash of the two leaders
because Palestinians and Israelis
don’t really have confidence that
these are the right men to be nego-

tiating peace talks.”
She said Olmert’s popularity

stood at less than five per cent and
he had corruption charges and
scandals hanging over his head.
Slier said Israelis felt that the talks
were a way of drawing attention
away from Olmert’s own problems
at home and similarly on the
Palestinian side. Abbas, the
Palestinian president represent-
ing Fatah, did not represent a
majority of the Palestinian people.

The belief on the ground, said
Slier, was that talks between these
two leaders were not going to yield
any real results, but “in all likeli-
hood there will be general elec-
tions in Israel within the next
year.” Labour party’s Ehud Barak
or Benjamin Netanyahu from
Likkud, were poised to “fight it
out” for a possible future prime
minister position. Kadima’s Tzipi
Livni, also a possible contender,
was the only leader in Israel with
no corruption charges hanging
over her head. 

“The Israeli landscape is rife at
the moment with internal politick-
ing,” she said.

In discussing the last two terror
attacks in Israel, namely the “bull-
dozer rampage” which caused the
death of three people and the sec-
ond “yeshiva incident” a few
months ago, where a terrorist shot
and killed young yeshiva students,
she said: “The feeling is that some

of the assistance is
coming from insiders
(within the country).
Even when you have a
suicide bombing, a lot
of the suicide bombers
come from outside but
they need somebody
inside Israel to drive or
guide them to the
venue or assist them in
some way. 

“So, where are these
people coming from?
Are they coming from
the Arab population
inside Israel?”

Analysts and political observers,
said Slier, were talking about grow-
ing dissatisfaction among the mil-
lion Arabs living in Israel, present-
ing a “problem bubbling below the
surface”. 

An interesting story Slier was
watching in Israel, involved the reli-
gious far-right Shas Party. Shas’
was mostly supported by the ultra-
Orthodox. “But five per cent of
those voting for Shas are Arabs.
Most of the party’s support since it
was established in 1984, has been
from North African Jews from
places like Morocco.”

A common set of problems they
faced included a lack of electricity,
money, and municipal infrastruc-
ture. Arabs living in Israel faced
similar problems. 

“The poorest people in Israel are

Arabs and the very reli-
gious Jews.”  

Leaders of Shas pro-
mised Arab communi-
ties electricity and
pipes for sewerage.
Arabs voted for the
ultra-religious Jews not
because they believe in
their ideology, but
because it was a way to
address their concerns.

“The Arab popula-
tion in Israel is also
something that as jour-
nalists we believe could

become a boiling pot in the future.
It is a story that we keep watching.”

Another very poor community in
Israel was Holocaust survivors,
with at least 50 per cent of them liv-
ing below the poverty line. Slier
mentioned an Israeli media investi-
gation into funds from Germany
earmarked for Holocaust survivors
that never was distributed. 

“A lot of the money from coun-
tries like Germany was supposed to
go to Holocaust survivors but
stayed in government hands.
Investigations are still under way,
but it smacks of corruption.” 

Many survivors did not under-
stand their legal rights or did not
know that all this money needed to
be handed to them. Perhaps
because survivors were the older
members of the community, those
in government or those responsible

for distributing the money, were
hoping that “if they just keep post-
poning it the money will never have
to be distributed”.

Slier mentioned a list of the 10
most wanted Nazi war criminals
recently issued by the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre, which tracked
down Holocaust Nazi war criminals.  

“Many of these war criminals are
in the former Soviet Union and in
Eastern Europe,where govern-
ments are not co-operative. Ivan
Demjanjuk (Ivan the Terrible) a
guard at Treblinka extermination
camp, was number two on the list
and was tried in Israel in 1988 and
sentenced to death. Due to a techni-
cality the verdict was overturned
and today he lives in the United
States. 

An organisation at the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre was trying to
campaign for him to be prosecuted
or for something to be done “but in
2008 you have this list of known
Nazi war criminals and nothing has
been done to prosecute them”.

Slier had the audience riveted
with fascinating stories she has cov-
ered, including one about a “surreal
interview with Abdul Kassim, atop
a derelict building with his gunmen
in tow”, another involving Druse
community members, separated by
borders, who communicated at the
screaming hills, and interviews
with families’ members  of the kid-
napped soldiers. 

HELEN FEINER

WELL-KNOWN South African jour-
nalist and writer Henry Katzew,
born in Johannesburg in 1912,
passed away on July 11 in Sarasota,
Florida, in the United States.

He was the second of the seven
children of Harry and Annie
Katzew, immigrants to South Africa
from Lithuania at the turn of the
20th century. 

From his teenage years, Henry
was a journalist and writer, his

vocation for over 70
years, interrupted only
by service in the South
African Navy during the
Second World War.

He was deeply invol-
ved in the politics of
South Africa and Israel
and reported and offered
commentary on the political situa-
tions in both countries during the
turbulent mid- and late 1900s.  

Henry wrote for the Jewish, as
well as the secular English and

Afrikaans press, both in
Johannesburg and from
abroad when he lived in
England, Israel and in the
United States.

He was the author of
three books, a freelance
journalist, and the editor of
the weekly Zionist Record

where, for many years, he wrote a
column under the pen name of
Karl Lemeer. He was a regular con-
tributor to The Star, the Rand
Daily Mail, Die Beeld, and Rapport.  

He was an avid reader of very
few books: The Book of Psalms, the
works of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
and the plays of Shakespeare. He
entertained his children and
grandchildren by reciting the
famous soliloquies from Hamlet,
which he knew by heart, in
English, Afrikaans, and Hebrew. 

In his 80s he wrote a self-pub-
lished Katzew family history which
is treasured by his progeny as well
as his nephews and nieces.

Henry was married for 62 years

to Ethel (Simon) who passed away
in 2002. He is survived by his three
children, Michael (Sandra), Helen
(Alec) and Tony (Celeste); by his
seven grandchildren Len, Debbie,
Adele, Gillian, Sharon, Rowan and
Gareth; and five great-grandchil-
dren Ella, Amelia, Kate, Asher and
Isaac.  

Henry Katzew led a full and for-
tunate life. Burial and a graveside
service took place at the Beth El
Cemetery in Bergen County, New
Jersey, in the United States. 

Journo and writer Henry Katzew, passes away

“THE PHONE has not stopped ringing, we
have been inundated,” said Marcia Parness,
honorary life vice president of WIZO, about
the newly-launched “Bride and Groom of
Yesteryear” competition which kicked off
two weeks ago.

“People in the community are very excit-
ed. They have said ‘for once we are being
recognised, and teachers from one of the
schools (who don’t qualify for the competi-
tion) said they are going to send in pictures of
their parents. We are hoping for an ava-
lanche of pictures.”

Every year, for the last number of years,
WIZO, in conjunction with the Jewish
Report, has run a highly popular Jewish
Bride of the Year competition. 

But this year WIZO Johannesburg’s
Glenlinks branch has come up with a novel
and fun idea that instead of the (usually)
young brides in the competition, they will be

running a competition for couples who have
been married for at least 40 years.

WIZO’s “Bride & Groom of Yesteryear” is
looking for your wedding pictures! 

Couples who have been married for at least
40 years and are resident in South Africa, are
eligible to enter. All you need to do to enter, is a
hard copy wedding photograph of you and
your spouse, together with the details appear-
ing in the entry form. Prizes are still being
finalised, but it’s guaranteed to be mouth
watering stuff !

Finalists must be present at the culminating
function in Johannesburg on November 16 (at
their own cost) where the winners will be
announced. The venue will be announced later.

Entries for the competition close on October
24 and the final date on which photographs will
be published is November 7.

“Judging,” said Parness, “will be done by a
panel who are not participating in the competi-

tion. Finalists will be announced, and must
be present at the function, where elimination
will occur.”  

Chairman of WIZO Glenlinks, Alice
Butkow, and Parness are co-ordinating the
competition.

Rules of the competition: 
• Couple must be married for a minimum of

40 years.
• Resident in South Africa.
• Entries must accompany a hard copy pho-

tograph. 
• Finalists must be present at the culminat-

ing function on November 16. Out of town
finalists must note that travelling expenses
are for their own account.
Photographs can be delivered to the WIZO

Johannesburg offices at Beyachad, 2nd
Floor, 2 Elray Street Raedene. (for either
Rolene/Sandy or Sheila’s attention).

Bride & Groom competition elicits huge response
Entry form:

• Bride and groom’s name and bride’s

maiden name.

• Place of chuppah and date of wedding

• Contact numbers: cell, business, home

• E-mail address

• Postal address

• Signature of consent

• Would you like your picture back:

yes/no

Watch the Israeli enemy from within

Journalist Paula Slier.

Harry and Lorraine

Rosmarin (nee Harris), at

their wedding on February

27 1966 at Cyrildene Shul.

Hymie and Alice Butkow

(nee Savitz) at their wed-

ding on August 19 August

1956 at Beth Hamedrash

Hagadol, Doornfontein.

Bernard and Lily Neuhaus

(nee Naim) at their wed-

ding on October 27 1963

at Oxford Shul.

Harry and Doreen Malin

(nee Woolfson) at their wed-

ding on December 13 1953

at Yeoville Synagogue.

Billy and Pearl Kahn (nee

Sive) at their wedding on

November 27 1949 at

Greenside Shul.

Lester and Irene Fainman

(nee Krausz) at their wed-

ding on November 16 1958

at Yeoville Shul. The function

is on the day of their 50th

anniversary.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

THE VISIT of the “human rights” delegation
to Israel has generated significant debate (see
articles on pages 10-12). Good leadership
should make the parties concerned with the
issue embrace such engagement, if the visit is
not to end up as merely an episode that came
and went, without generating anything posi-
tive. 

This will not be easy - debate on the inter-
minable Israeli-Palestinian conflict tends
more often than not to quickly degenerate
into vitriol, with everybody shouting and no-
one listening. But if it is done in good faith, it
can potentially enhance understanding on all
sides, and perhaps even lead to more capable,
well-intentioned people being drawn to work-
ing together for Middle East peace rather
than slandering each other from across a
chasm.

Aside from some angry letters to the
Jewish Report even before the delegation left,
the response of the mainstream Jewish com-
munity to the visit, including its official lead-
ership, has been measured - at least publicly.
A “wait-and-see” approach has been adopted,
giving the delegates the benefit of the doubt.

For some Jews, under the surface lies
instinctive mistrust, involving questions such
as: Why did they go with trumpets blaring, as
self-appointed “human rights activists” -
which has a slightly pompous ring to it -
instead of quietly visiting on a fact-finding
mission if they wanted to learn about the sit-
uation? 

If their objective is to help end Israeli occu-
pation of the West Bank and Gaza, was it not
also imperative to engage with the hugely
complex macro-political reality and “peace
process”, and not only focus on the “facts on
the ground” in Hebron and other places -
which do not tell the whole story about why
things are the way they are? 

Is this not naïve? Some Jews contend that
their itinerary was slanted towards seeing
abuse of Palestinian human rights by
Israelis, more than abuse of Israeli human
rights by Palestinians engaged in terrorism. 

To these questions the delegation will justi-
fiably react with its own answers and ques-
tions. Most members are experienced, serious
people who have “paid their dues” by coura-
geously standing up for human rights in this
country in tough circumstances, and can
draw on a reservoir of meaningful activism. 

They feel a kinship with the human rights
activists, both Israelis and Palestinians, with
whom they linked up during their trip. They
cannot be dismissed in a knee-jerk fashion as
if they were merely driven by obsessive
hatred of Israel. 

Some members of the delegation would ask
their own uncomfortable questions of the
Jewish community, such as: Why does a dis-
cussion of human rights issues in
Israel/Palestine evoke such anxiety in the
community? If most South African Jews sup-
port a two-state solution to the conflict, why
are they not criticising the expanding settle-
ments in the West Bank, which are rapidly
making the achievement of such a solution
impossible? Do Jews here not know that there
is a significant group of full-blooded Israelis,
who have served in the army and are loyal to
their country, who are working in NGOs -
such as the ones who hosted the delegation -
together with Palestinians to cross the barri-
ers of hatred and seek non-violent solutions
to the conflict? 

Why is it so hard to criticise Israel without
being called a “self-hating Jew” or anti-
Semite? And so on.

There are no simple answers to the above
questions, either in the first list or the second.
Some of them evoke furious responses from
people on the other side - the bitter blame-
game of accusation and counter-accusation
quickly gets going. 

But it is noticeable that since the delegation
returned, both sides seem to be demonstrat-
ing - at least in their public pronouncements -
a desire to engage with each other in good
faith. If this continues, perhaps something
new and positive can come out of it. It is
worth the try.

tion. Berger, however, was more interested
in publicising what a small, Israeli fringe
group had to say. 

There was another odd anomaly in
Berger’s post. Marzel’s hatred, he points
out, was “not limited to Palestinians and
so-called self-hating Jews”. In November
2006, he had threatened violence against
lesbian and gay people as well. 

Well, there you have it. Homosexuals
had better watch out if they go anywhere
near Jewish settlers. But Berger knows as
well as I do that under Israeli law, homo-
sexual activity is not proscribed, but on
the contrary, is fully protected. 

Moreover, homosexuals can march pub-
licly in the streets of Jerusalem openly
proclaiming their “orientation”, even
when this is repugnant to the great major-
ity of the inhabitants of the city.
Palestinians who behaved similarly in
Gaza or Ramallah would face the death
penalty. Did this slip Mr Berger’s mind?

Apropos “self-hating Jews”, Berger
describes this as a widely used tool by
“Marzel and his goons”, and those like
them. Actually, I am none to comfortable
with the expression myself. 

It seems to me that far from being “self-
hating”, Jewish-born Israel bashers are
more often than not awfully fond of them-
selves. No doubt at least some of them con-
scientiously see themselves as Hebe ver-
sions of Bram Fischer or Beyers Naudé,
that is, as brave, principled voices of con-
science willing to brave the wrath of their
Neanderthal community of origin in order
to stand up for what is right. 

In turn, they can always count on a

heavily partisan press to promote their
activities. Rampant egomania rather than
self-hatred would seem to motivate them. 

But one should not generalise (something
I am prone to do when formulating my
Grand Unifying Theories). Even the most
left-leaning of the Jewish members of the
above-mentioned delegation are far from
being in the Kasrils-Zapiro mould. 

There is also no reason to doubt the sense
of dismay they feel over an objective reality
in which large numbers of Palestinian
Arabs are being subjected to a whole range
of repressive measures by Jews. They want
this situation to end, and so do the rest of us. 

It is when it comes to apportioning blame
that the differences emerge. There would
seem to be a mental block, a wilful myopia,
among many of Israel’s critics, whether
Jewish or not. 

I do not refer here to those who are moti-
vated by hatred of Israel and who merely
use the Palestinian plight as a way of legit-
imising that hatred. Rather I mean the soft
left, who are probably genuine in their
desire to see the conflict resolved for the
sake of both parties, but cannot bring them-
selves to hold the Palestinians accountable
for their actions. 

True, suicide bombings are condemned,
but almost as an afterthought, so heavily
weighted is the criticism of Israel’s counter-
terrorism measures (not, of course,
described in such terms by them). 

Moreover, terrorism is denounced as a
kind of abstract evil; almost never are the
perpetrators of that evil - which includes
the Palestinian political and religious lead-
ership, media, the educational system - sin-
gled out by name. 

What this amounts to is that the
Palestinians are not regarded as actors
capable of determining their own destiny,
but as victims who are acted upon by an all-
powerful “other”. Apart from failing to dis-
suade them from pursuing policies that are
both morally repugnant and counter-pro-
ductive, it is fundamentally patronising.   

A SELF-STYLED “human rights delegation”
from South Africa has just returned from the
West Bank and East Jerusalem, where they
met with Israeli and Palestinian human
rights organisations, whose primary purpose
is to lobby against the effects of Israel’s occu-
pation of the disputed territory. 

One of the group was Jonathan Berger,
who during the trip posted his impressions of
his visit to Hebron, on his Mail & Guardian
Thought Leader blog. It seems that they were
greeted by “settlers with a loudhailer, loud
voices and abusive language”, the poor sensi-
tive souls!

Berger devotes a lot of space to exposing
the ultra-rightwing views of Baruch Marzel,
whose Jewish National Front (which
received, as Berger himself points out, just
under one per cent of the vote in the 2006
Israeli elections) among other things calls for
“a state run according to Torah laws, the
‘encouragement’ of Arab emigration and the
expulsion of Israel’s enemies”. 

The latter is defined to include “terrorists,
terrorism sympathisers and those who call
for the destruction of Israel”. Muses Berger,
it presumably also included those who called
for “a single democratic state for all in the
territory of Israel, the West Bank and Gaza”.

Funny - Berger never mentions Hamas,
which can be seen as the Palestinian equiva-
lent of the Jewish National Front. Hamas,
after all, seeks a state run according to
Islamic law (while its Charter envisages not
the emigration but physical annihilation of
all Jews, not just in Israel, but everywhere). 

Nor does he mention Fatah, the other main
Palestinian political grouping, whose
Palestinian National Covenant states that
only Jews who lived in Palestine before the
“Zionist invasion” (ie before 1917) will be
regarded as Palestinian. The remainder
would also presumably be “encouraged to
emigrate”. 

Together, Hamas and Fatah won well over
90 per cent of the Palestinian vote in the last
elections. As such, they overwhelmingly rep-
resent the opinion of the Palestinian popula-
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Case for (human) rights or wrongs

chief rabbinate, and the clearly non-
Zionist stance espoused by some of them. 

But I was optimistic. The new diversity
was an indication of congregational
strength and seemed also to promise intel-
lectual diversity in South African Jewish
expression. Alas, that was not to be.

Over the years, rabbinic positions have
hardened. Despite the infinite range of
possible interpretations available in the
Talmud, specific rulings on a host of
issues are foisted onto the community -
like barring female singers at Jewish
occasions of a wholly secular nature.

It comes as no surprise, therefore, that
the Southern African Rabbinical
Association has banned Orthodox rabbis
from participating in this year’s Limmud
programmes in Johannesburg, Cape
Town and Durban (SAJR July 4 2008). 

Limmud, (literally “learning”) founded
in the UK in 1980, has spread like wildfire.
It has become the premier Jewish learn-
ing and cultural experience for Jews the
world over, appealing to Jews from a wide
range of backgrounds. 

I was privileged to participate in the
inaugural meetings in both Johan-
nesburg and Cape Town last year. A small
group of young Jews had taken upon
themselves the task of organising a mas-
sive programme of multiple parallel ses-
sions covering every conceivable area of
Jewish interest - like Jewish history, phi-
losophy, literature, music, sociology and
talmudic learning. 

Knowing how phlegmatic Jewish youth

can be about Jewish culture, I had doubts
whether all the parallel sessions would
adequately be attended. But, as the one-
day programme in Johannesburg got
going, cellphones began to buzz. By
lunchtime, all the venues were filled.

Hundreds of Jews, mostly young and
unaffiliated, had poured in, attracted by
the very diversity that characterises
Judaism at its best and that has been
increasingly silenced by the Orthodox
rabbinate.    

There are at least two ways of studying
Judaism. The first is characterised by
intensive study of the holy texts as a
guide to life and basis for religious devo-
tion. The scriptures (including the
Talmud) are regarded as the word of G-d,
immutable and unaffected by time or
space. All parts are regarded as equal in
relevance and value. 

The second approach emerged after the
Enlightenment. It steps outside of these
texts, examining them critically and
assessing their role in Jewish history and
institutions. Growth and change, it
asserts, are the universal concomitant of
all human institutions.

These two modes of study are essen-
tially antithetical, but not in all areas.
The ideally educated Jew should be a
master of both. 

In a religious tradition as rich and
sophisticated as Judaism’s, the open-
minded should be able to cope with ambi-
guity. Our tradition does not call for blind
faith. 

The triumph of Orthodoxy here has
given our Orthodox leadership a virtual
stranglehold over our community. Since
it views study of areas outside of the
Talmud, its commentaries and codes,
with suspicion and scorn, we have to be
censored as well.

Limmud’s purpose is to inform and
build, not to destroy. Is Orthodoxy here
so unsure of its status that it needs to
suppress the best chance we have of
feasting on a cornucopia of Jewish schol-
arship?

SOME 25 years ago I described - in a chap-
ter for Marcus Arkin’s book, South African
Jewry: A contemporary survey (1984) - the
specifically religious make-up of South
Africa’s Jews. The portrait I drew is now
almost unrecognisable.

Then, we were a unique, predominantly
Orthodox and fiercely pro-Zionist commu-
nity, deeply attached to tradition. A small
Reform community had emerged in 1933
against considerable opposition. 

One reason for its smallness may be that
a large body of Orthodox Jews, who did not
follow a fully observant lifestyle, felt no
need to change their affiliation. They could
ride to shul on Shabbat and pick and
choose which mitzvoth to observe. 

I labelled them the “non-observant
Orthodox” and their predominance was the
key to understanding the religious expres-
sion of our community at the time.

The preponderance of Orthodox affilia-
tion in South Africa is an accident in histo-
ry because such Jews would have felt dis-
tinctly uncomfortable in an Orthodox con-
gregation in the US, for example.

The rabbinate, of course, did not encour-
age this religious laxity as Orthodoxy, in
essence, cannot. But they did not condemn
it either. As long as Jews were affiliated to
Orthodoxy, it was felt, there was room for
improvement. One aspect severely lacking,
however, was Jewish scholarship.

But, by the mid-’80s, a resurgence of
Orthodoxy had begun. The large syna-
gogue was being displaced by new house
shuls. Young people were attracted to the
more holistic lifestyle that they - centred on
charismatic young rabbis and accompanied
by intensive Torah study - offered. 

They also attended in droves evening shi-
urim, hugely boosting traditional Jewish
scholarship.

I noted the petty rivalry among these
emerging groups, their challenge to some
of the established institutions - like the

Why boycott Limmud?
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DORON ISAACS

TWENTY THREE South Africans from
diverse backgrounds spent an incredible
and important week in Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. We went
with modest aims, with no illusions as to
what we might achieve, but we came away
feeling that every minute had been worth it. 

The challenge now, to all of us, is to create
the space for a rational, reflective discussion
in which the entire South African communi-
ty can participate; a discussion which need-
n’t threaten our community, but rather
allow us to make friends and build the kind
of cross-cultural partnerships that we were
so privileged to see in Israel and Palestine.

This human rights delegation was born
out of friendships between South Africans
and Israelis. In late 2002, the day Officer
Mikhael Menkin finished his army service,
he boarded a flight to South Africa. 

He wanted physical and mental space
from his role as a soldier in the West Bank -
like many young Israelis who travel to India
and South America - and he came, with
Rabbi David Rosen’s help, to work for
human rights in South Africa, ultimately as
personal assistant to Treatment Action
Campaign Chairman Zackie Achmat. 

Certain comrades objected to the choice of
an IDF soldier, but Zackie shrugged them off
and built a close bond with the young officer,
a practising Orthodox yeshiva graduate. I
met Mikhael and spent hours trying to
unpick his theological contentions, also
building a strong friendship. 

In 2007 he visited us again. He had found-
ed “Breaking the Silence”, an organisation
that recorded over 300 Israeli soldiers testi-

fying to on-duty acts they had come to
regret. I had spent time marching for
human rights for Zimbabwe, and liti-
gating with TAC for Aids treatment,
while remaining involved in the Jewish
community. 

Mikhael said they needed our help.
He told me that Israelis and Palestinians
working for peace were courageous, but too
weak to turn the tide of history without inter-
national support. 

He also told me about life in Palestinian vil-
lages in the West Bank, places I had never vis-
ited despite more than 10 visits to Israel. And
about Palestinians he worked with: people
with names. Thereafter Mikhael and his
Israeli and Palestinian partners began work-
ing with Nathan Geffen, Andrew Feinstein
and myself.

We decided to take a group of impeccably
credentialed people to support the joint
Israeli-Palestinian work being done, and to
witness life under occupation, while also
spending considerable time in Israel and pay-
ing attention to Israel’s concerns. 

Unlike the usual approach of progressive
South Africans interested in Israel/Palestine,
we did not come with South African solutions
or with much focus on solutions at all. 

This was about human rights in the here
and now: if all parties could be held to respect
each other’s rights, then perhaps the condi-
tions for a settlement could emerge. With that
in mind we built a programme with consider-
able focus on the law: its use and misuse.

It was crucial that the delegation was inde-
pendent. If we had collaborated with the
Jewish communal leadership most of the del-
egates would not have accepted invitations.
Moreover, we wanted legitimacy not only in

Jewish eyes, but in all South African
eyes. 

In order to speak, and be heard, on
the immoral and counterproductive
use of violence against Israeli civil-
ians, total independence was the
only sensible choice. But this should

not be mistaken for disregard of the commu-
nity. 

On the contrary, unlike other Jewish crit-
ics of Israel we do not separate ourselves
from the Jewish community, but are part of
it. We do not ridicule Jewish fears and con-
cerns because we share them. And if others
neglect domestic human rights abuses while
focusing on Israel’s, the members of this del-
egation have been, and remain, among the
most vocal voices in this country, sometimes
at personal cost.

What we saw in Israel and the West Bank
devastated us. We were disturbed by the pic-
tures of young Palestinian “martyrs” in
Nablus, and the lack of non-violent popular
forms of organisation in Palestinian society. 

But we also began to understand the dehu-
manising conditions under which they live.
There is far less poverty and death in the
West Bank than there is in South Africa, but
the extent of the control, the utter denial of
normal life, is an unspeakable impairment
on people’s dignity. 

Nablus is surrounded on all sides by set-
tlements and checkpoints, creating a feeling
of permanent siege. The West Bank, beyond
the separation barrier, has separate roads
for settlers, separate legal systems, separate
electricity grids, separate water systems,
and a permit system of never-ending per-
missions and refusals simply to move or stay
in an area. 

At Ariel the separation barrier route
encroaches 20km into the West Bank. Little of
this has anything to do with the security of
the State of Israel, but rather serves the
advantage and security of the settlements. 

But we were also struck and moved by the
courage of Israelis and Palestinians working
together to build an alternative. On Thursday
at Na’alin, a Palestinian village whose land is
currently being confiscated by the route of
the barrier, two of our Jewish Israeli guides,
Kobi and Yonatan, were beaten by Israeli
police for attempting to place themselves in
the path of bulldozers. Yonatan received a
broken leg, and Kobi a head wound that
required stitches. 

We listened to former South African Robi
Damelin, a Jewish mother whose son was
killed in the army, and to Rami Elhanan,
whose daughter died in a Ben Yehuda Street
bombing, both of whom today meet with
Palestinians to work for peace. 

And we spent time with Bassam Armin, a
Palestinian who, as a teenager, was sent to
military prison for seven years. Last year his
10-year-old daughter was shot in the head
with a rubber bullet at a distance of 15
metres. She died, and the investigation has
been closed without prosecution. Bassam has
renounced violence and works daily with
Israelis to end the occupation peacefully. 

This delegation is something to celebrate.
It may be the first group to Israel and
Palestine to include Jewish and Muslim
South Africans; that didn’t engage only with
Israel’s critics, but also with Chief Justice
Dorit Beinisch and settler leader Baruch
Marzel; that didn’t see only Bil’in and
Budrus, but also Tel Aviv, Yad Vashem and
the Old City; and that above all gave solidari-
ty to those Israelis and Palestinians who have
rejected hate and violence, and who struggle
together daily, in the most difficult circum-
stances, to build new democratic societies.

Human rights in the ‘here and now’

DEVORAH LAUTER AND JTA STAFF
PARIS

DESPITE OVERTURES by Israel’s
prime minister to Syrian
President Bashar Assad, Assad
refused to acknowledge, shake
hands, be photographed with, or
listen to Ehud Olmert when the
two shared a conference room at
last Sunday’s Union for the
Mediterranean in Paris.

Just hours before the Paris
summit, Olmert sent Assad a
message pressing for direct talks
between the two countries before
a new US administration takes
office, and insisting on his “seri-
ous” desire for peace.

Israel and Syria are engaged in
indirect peace talks through
mediation by Turkey, which delivered
Olmert’s latest message to Assad.

But Assad chose to rebuff Olmert rather
than engage in any rapprochement with
him at the 43-nation Paris confab.

“We are not seeking symbols,” Assad
told a French TV station, saying he avoided
a handshake with Olmert because Syria
and Israel were still only in indirect peace
talks.

In some ways, the elaborate conference
held at the Grand Palais, an imposing Art
Nouveau structure with a glass roof and
pale green arches, served to highlight the
long road left to go before Israel is recog-
nised by some of its Arab neighbours in the
Mediterranean region.

Several Arab leaders refused to be pho-
tographed with the Israeli leader, so there
was no joint photo at the meeting’s end.

A Reuters photographer captured a shot
of Olmert apparently trying to catch
Assad’s attention while Assad blocks his
face with his hand to avoid eye contact.

On Monday, an Israeli official said in an
interview with JTA that although “Olmert
sat through and listened to everything
Assad said” during the Syrian leader’s
speech at the conference, “Assad left when
Olmert spoke”.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy
denied that any intentional snub took place

on Sunday. Assad reportedly left the confer-
ence room for hallway consultations a half-
hour before Olmert spoke.

Last week, Israeli and French officials
had expressed hopes that some sort of direct
contact between Assad and Olmert might
take place at the weekend summit.

Before the conference, Olmert asked
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to convey to Assad that Olmert was
“extremely serious in his desire to move for-
ward in peace talks” with Syria, Israeli offi-
cials said.

Despite the undiplomatic manoeuvring,
attendees and observers noted that the
broad participation in the conference might
have helped lay a foundation for improved
dialogue and co-operation in the region.

The leaders of such countries as Syria,
Algeria, Morocco and Israel all shared a
common table, and they reached some con-
crete agreements toward improving co-
operation on regional issues.

Assad’s cold shoulder wasn’t the only
snub at the conference. Morocco’s king
reportedly skipped a meeting attended by
the president of Algeria due to the rivalry
between the two countries.

Despite Assad’s avoidance of Olmert,
Assad told Al-Jazeera TV on Sunday that he
wanted to “normalise” relations with Israel
once a peace accord was reached. (JTA)

Syria’s Assad snubs Olmert

Syrian President Bashar Assad, right, accompanied

by the leaders of Lebanon, Qatar and France,

refused to be photographed with Israeli Prime

Minister Ehud Olmert at the summit in Paris. 
(CREDIT: DEVORAH LAUTER)
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BEN COHEN
Z WORD BLOG

I FIRST learned of the visit of a “South
African human rights delegation to Israel
and the occupied Palestinian territories”
when I was on a brief visit to London last
week. In a corner store I flicked through
that day’s edition of The Independent and
came across an article by Donald
Macintyre, the paper’s Jerusalem corre-
spondent, headlined “This is like
apartheid”.

“Veterans of the anti-apartheid strug-
gle,” Macintyre began, “said last night
that the restrictions endured by
Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied terri-
tories was in some respects worse than
that imposed on the black majority under
white rule in South Africa.” And so on.

Over the next few days, I did some more
research and established that the delega-
tion’s perspective, despite a website with
the hackneyed image of a gun-toting
Israeli soldier and smiling Palestinian
kids, was a little more nuanced than
Macintyre’s account allowed for. 

Even so, my initial reaction to his piece
(basically, “why on earth are the judge-
ments of this group portrayed as defini-
tive?”) remains, I think, valid.

Because of the legacy of apartheid,
South African interventions into interna-
tional debates about human rights enjoy
a certain privilege. Therefore, when the
word “apartheid” is invoked, people, espe-
cially those on the liberal left, tend to stop
and listen, even if, as Rhoda Kadalie and
Julia Bertelsmann have so eloquently
argued, it is done stupidly and malicious-
ly, as it is in the case of Israel.

I am tired of this halo effect, and I don’t
think I am alone. Yes, South Africa has
made some huge advances since the
nefarious apartheid regime was disman-
tled, but South Africa is not the embodi-
ment of global conscience. 

It is one state among many. The views
of its leaders, parliamentarians and opin-

ion-formers are just as prone to error and
distortion as those of the rest of us.

But whereas Jews are frequently told,
when it comes to Israel, that they are
either exploiting the Holocaust or ignor-
ing its lessons, post-apartheid South
Africans are seen as untouchable.

No matter what their government does
elsewhere in the world, any South
African with even a vague amount of
clout who analogises Israel and
apartheid, is guaranteed a respectful,
even gleeful, audience.

Hence the innate power of a human
rights delegation to Israel and the
Palestinian territories. If South Africans
are there expressing concern, the logic
goes, then that is because of the
inescapable comparisons with apartheid. 

By virtue of being South Africans, they
know, better than we do, what human
rights abuse really means, especially in
the Middle East. It is a particularly
intriguing and effective way of muzzling
debate.

Yet reality has to intrude. The record of
South Africa’s government over neigh-
bouring Zimbabwe, where (President
Robert) Mugabe has turned torture and
political murder into a grizzly routine,
has been a disgrace. 

On the very day that Macintyre’s
report was published, South Africa voted
against a UN Security Council resolution
toughening sanctions against Mugabe
and his cronies. 

In the last 40 days, in defiance of the
UN’s main refugee agency, South Africa
has sent a breathtaking 17 000
Zimbabwean refugees back to Mugabe’s
hell on earth. And that’s not even men-
tioning the anti-foreigner pogroms which
erupted across the country in May, leav-
ing scores dead and injured.

Imagine if, during this unspeakable
violence, a group of Israelis, solemnly
invoking the persecution, ghettoisation,
murder and genocide which have indeli-
bly marked the Jewish experience, had

landed in Johannesburg on a fact-finding
mission. Such a delegation would have
been - to say the least - mocked and
reviled.

Does it then follow that all of the con-
clusions of the delegation to Israel and
the Palestinian territories should be dis-
missed? No, not necessarily. Certainly, the
delegation’s credibility was done no
favours by Macintyre, or by an even more
ludicrous article in Ha’aretz penned by
Gideon Levy. 

Their complete inattention to the secu-
rity-driven aspects of Israeli policy - put
bluntly, how many suicide bombers were
there from Soweto? - was jaw-dropping.
But their collective conclusions were basi-
cally moderate, if unremarkable (...”it is
clear to us that there should be freedom
and security for all who live here”), and
occasionally astute (for example, High
Court Justice Dennis Davis observing to
the BBC that if “Israelis and Palestinians
are serious about a two-state solution, it
has to be an amicable divorce because
they are going to end up living side by
side”.)

All of this is trumped, however, by a
truth that the delegation will find
unpalatable. It is only because of the false,
ugly apartheid analogy that their views
are given more credence than those of a
delegation from Mexico, say, or Iceland. 

In other words, this seemingly noble
discourse rests upon a lie.

Some South Africans might draw the
right conclusion from that, and focus
instead on a principled, genuinely inter-
national fight against racism, rather than
franchising the word “apartheid” out of
political expediency. 

A delegation might be sent to, for exam-
ple, Italy, which has been sharply rebuked
by the European Parliament for finger-
printing Gypsies (although they should be
as wary of saying “apartheid” there too;
it’s more properly called “discrimina-
tion”). Or they could focus on their own
continent.

South Africa’s false halo

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

ZACKIE ACHMAT, chairman of the
Treatment Action Campaign, describes
his first trip to Israel as part of a South
African human rights delegation, as “a
life-changing experience”. 

He added on his return: “It made me
understand a great deal better where
people who are angry with Israel, are
coming from and also reinforced my
understanding that non-violent, joint
work is the only way out of this crisis,”
he said.

“Of course there has to be a solution
that gives freedom and human rights to
everyone and also gives security to both
sides.”

Although the idea of the visit was to
examine human rights violations on both
sides of the conflict, Achmat said the key
focus was “to learn first-hand what is
meant when people say that Palestinians
are oppressed; we learned an incredible
amount”. The group also met with
Israel’s chief justice and a range of
Israeli and Palestinian peace activists
who work together. 

While ill-health prevented Achmat
from joining the group on its visit to the
Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial, he felt
that this had been “critical” to members’
understanding of the Jewish communi-
ty’s fears. 

“Being in Israel, at the holy sites, gave
people a very, very different perspective”
from that gained by being exposed to “fil-
tered” sources such as books and the
media, he noted.  

Achmat said he was moved to tears on
several occasions, one of which took

place during an unofficial
visit to Hebron with two
Israeli colleagues. “What
struck me more than any-
thing was seeing the Star of
David on the front doors of
(deserted) Palestinian
homes - most of them had
been forced out - and seeing
it used the way the swastika
was used, as a symbol of
oppression.

“For me, that was the most
painful, anti-Semitic experi-
ence that I have ever had,
because I felt it a deep insult to every vic-
tim of the Holocaust.” 

He described seeing video footage -
which he hopes to show here - of settler
children harassing, stoning and beating
Palestinian children and older teachers
on their way to school in the area on a
Saturday, while the police, the army and
settlers stand by. 

Achmat said that after the principal
closed the school on Saturdays, the set-
tlers burnt half of it down. He stated that
“a big problem” under Israeli law was
that children below the age of 14 years
could not be held responsible for their
actions, “so the settlers get their kids to
do things they can’t do themselves”.

Comparing the levels of hate in these
children and in those of the Palestinian
refugee camp at Nablus which the group
visited, Achmat commented that “among
the people who hate each other, never
under apartheid did I see such hate”. 

He said that from being “a little bit
more pro-Zionist” when he left, he had
come back “non-Zionist and pro peace
and security for both sides. I never knew
that things were as bad for the

Palestinians,” he explained.
“For a long time, I under-

stood the predicament that
the Israelis were in because I
learned a great deal through
the Jewish community here.
Being in the territories, I
actually got a greater under-
standing of the predicament
that the Palestinians are in.”

Achmat said he found the
“incredible” control that the
state and the security appara-
tus had over Palestinians’
lives, “deeply shocking. I

couldn’t believe that there were Israeli-
only roads from which Palestinians are
banned - that never happened under
apartheid,” he said, adding that he dis-
agreed with this analogy to the Israeli sit-
uation. 

Stating that he was “very, very
impressed” with the work of Israeli and
Palestinian activists engaged in joint
peace initiatives, Achmat said they were,
however, “a minority. That’s what gave
me hope - otherwise I probably would
have hung myself in the Old City.”

The fact that he was detained briefly at
Ben-Gurion Airport on arrival in the
country, didn’t help matters either. “I was
let out because of the immediate inter-
vention of the Israeli ambassador in
South Africa,” Achmat recalled. 

Following on from the trip, Achmat
hopes to have “good conversations” with
the Muslim and Jewish communities
here. 

“What’s also important for us is to
make sure that we get more people to go
and see and to find ways in which we can
financially, morally and personally sup-
port those (peace) activists,” he said. 

Palestinian situation ‘shocks’ Achmat 

Israeli visit
‘depressing
and inspiring’
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

GEOFF BUDLENDER found his visit to Israel as
part of a group of 23 South African human
rights activists, both “depressing and quite
inspiring”. A former president of Nusas and
anti-apartheid activist since his student days at
the University of Cape Town, he now chairs the
UCT Council.

He told Jewish Report
that the visit was depress-
ing “because of the cir-
cumstances in the occu-
pied territories, where life
seems very hard, very
divided and very under-
mining of any attempt to
build consensus. 

“On the other hand, we
were with wonderful
young Israeli and
Palestinian activists who
are working for peace - it
was really very inspiring
and very moving to see
what they are doing.”

Budlender, a practising advocate who has
served as an acting judge of the High Court,
noted that the group only saw “one piece” of the
situation, saying that its attention was more
focused on conditions in the occupied territo-
ries. 

“We got a good picture of what was happening
there, but we didn’t try to see Israel itself, nei-
ther did we really go there to suggest solutions
for the problems that they have.”

The five-day trip has brought him no closer to
having a view on what the answers might be, but
he feels that the “seemingly perpetual occupa-
tion and the seemingly ever-greater separation”
do not bode well for a consensual solution. What
also struck him forcibly was the “very deep
impact” that the suicide bombings have had on
the Israeli people. 

“Now standing back, one can see that they’ve
not only caused terrible suffering, but were
actually a terrible strategic mistake and miscal-
culation by those who were carrying them out
and have also made any solution much more dif-
ficult. Everybody still clearly has them in their
minds and understandably so.”

He agreed that the phenomenon has
“coloured Israel’s response” in terms of the
security measures it has adopted. Nor, he said,
could one dispute the fact that the separation
wall had been effective in putting an end to the
suicide bombings.

“One can understand that that is a high prior-
ity for Israel, but on the other hand, it seems to
have other lasting consequences which just
make settlement difficult.” 

Budlender said he had “certainly” gained a
greater understanding of Israel’s predicament
since going on the trip. “But I have to say that it
seems to me that the response is in the wrong
direction - and I’m not sufficiently well-
informed to say what ought to be done - but I do
think that a response which is increasing sepa-
ration and what seems to be an increasingly
harsh occupation, are reducing the prospects of
a settlement.” 

He recalls feeling despair during a visit to
Hebron when ultra-Orthodox settlers rounded
on the group and its three Israeli peace activist
tour guides, hurling abuse at them and “causing
a helluva commotion”. When police arrived,
they arrested the tour guides for disturbing the
peace.  

“This was a very vivid illustration of what we
had previously been told by some Palestinians
we’d met in Hebron, who said the police were
not a neutral force and would not take any
action against the settlers.”

Budlender has agreed to work with some of
the lawyers doing human rights and peace work
in Israel, by helping to set up networks of
lawyers in other parts of the world that can
assist them in various ways. 

Advocate Geoff

Budlender. (PHOTO:

UCT)

Zackie Achmat.
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

SARKOZY SAYS HE'S WORKING TO FREE SHALIT

PARIS - French President Nicolas Sarkozy
said in a Bastille Day speech he would take
steps to free abducted Israeli soldier Gilad
Shalit. 

"We're going to mobilise to get him out,"
the French president said on Monday after
honouring Ingrid Betancourt, a French
Colombian who was rescued recently after
being held hostage for six years by
Colombian rebels, with the Legion of

Honour. Shalit has been held captive by
Hamas since 2006. 

Sarkozy also told journalists that "we
talked a lot about Gilad Shalit" over the
course of a diplomatically charged week-
end, in which unprecedented meetings
were held with Syrian President Bashar
Assad. 

Assad may be able to push Hamas to free
Shalit, who is also a French citizen. (JTA)

IRVING ON US SPEAKING TOUR

NEW YORK - Accused Holocaust denier
David Irving is on a US speaking tour. 

Irving is slated to speak in more than a
dozen US cities in July, according to a page
on the website IrvingBooks.com. The site
promises "many more" appearances
throughout August. 

The site does not disclose the location of
the talks, which are described as "private

American functions", and says it reserves
the right to refuse admission. Admission
costs about $16. 

Irving was largely discredited as a histo-
rian of the Third Reich after losing a libel
suit brought against Emory University
Professor Deborah Lipstadt in 2000. He later
was jailed for violating Austrian laws
regarding Holocaust denial. (JTA)

URIEL HEILMAN
JERUSALEM

FOR MANY Israelis, the timing of this
week’s scheduled prisoner swap with
Hezbollah serves as a bitter reminder of the
failings of the Second Lebanon War.

Two years since the 34-day conflagration -
sparked by Hezbollah taking two Israeli sol-
diers captive in a cross-border attack - the
war’s ostensible goals appear to be unre-
alised.

Rather than suffering a long-term blow,
Hezbollah has managed to rearm and refor-
tify itself in Lebanon. The Iran-backed
group has gained veto power over Lebanon’s
government and more than tripled the num-
ber of missiles in its arsenal from before the
war, according to Israeli estimates.

Hezbollah chief Sheik Hassan Nasrallah,
rather than being cowed or damaged by the
war, has emerged as a popular hero in the
Arab world, inspiring confrontation with
Israel from Gaza to Tehran.

And Israel, rather than recovering its two
captive soldiers in the war, was reduced to
negotiating with Hezbollah to bring its boys,
Eldad Regev and Ehud Goldwasser, home.

Two years on, there is a sense in Israel
that the war’s lessons have not been inter-
nalised by a government distracted by other
things, from the profane to the profound.

“Reading the newspapers this week, on
the eve of the second anniversary of the
Second Lebanon War, you don’t know
whether to laugh or cry,” Yoel Marcus wrote

in Ha’aretz last week.
Marcus cited Israeli Prime Minister Ehud

Olmert’s legal troubles, accusations of
embezzlement against former finance min-
ister Abraham Hirchson, Deputy Prime
Minister Haim Ramon’s sexual harassment
affair and former President Moshe Katsav’s
demand for perks, including a new office
and a car and driver, while still under indict-
ment for sex crimes.

“Flip another page and you discover that
the government debate on the Haim Ramon
affair was two hours longer than an urgent
Cabinet meeting this week to discuss the
arms race being carried out by Hezbollah
and Iran,” Marcus wrote. 

“Instead of holding symposia on the past,
which nothing is going to change, we need to
focus on the immediate future.”

Chief among those concerns is the threat
of a nuclear Iran, which is inextricably con-
nected to the Hezbollah problem. If Israel
carries out a strike against suspected
nuclear sites in Iran, the Jewish state must
expect a retaliatory attack from Hezbollah,
Iran’s proxy in Lebanon.

According to Israeli assessments,
Hezbollah now has some 40 000 missiles,
with ranges of up to 185 miles (296 km). That
puts most of Israel’s population within
range of rocket attack, including Tel Aviv,
Jerusalem and possibly even Dimona, the
site of Israel’s nuclear reactor in the Negev
Desert.

During the 2006 war, Hezbollah’s missiles
reached no more than 45 miles (72 km) inside

Israel.
Over the past few days, Israeli Defence

Minister Ehud Barak and Foreign Minister
Tzipi Livni both have spoken up about the
failure of UN Security Council Resolution
1701, which ended the 2006 war. The measure
called for Hezbollah’s disarmament and a
beefed-up UN presence in Lebanon, UNIFIL,
to prevent Iranian and Syrian arms ship-
ments from reaching Hezbollah.

“Resolution 1701 is being violated,” Barak
told a Labur Party meeting on Monday.
Hezbollah continues to get stronger with the
ongoing and intimate assistance of the
Syrians.

“The delicate balance that exists on the
northern border should not be violated on
the two-year anniversary of the Second
Lebanon War. We should make an explicit
statement: Resolution 1701 did not work, it is
not working, and all indications are that it
will not work in the future. It is a failure.”

What many Israeli pundits want to know
is why government officials only now are
complaining of the failure to implement the
UN resolution.

The government’s lack of action in the
face of the growing Hezbollah threat raises
questions about whether the government
has a clear plan for how to confront the more
complex and multifaceted Iranian threat.

Professor Yehezkel Dror, a key member of
the Israeli panel that reviewed the govern-
ment’s performance in the 2006 war, created
a stir earlier this month when he said that
Olmert’s lack of a coherent defence strategy

was harming the country.
Dror added that he regretted not calling

explicitly for Olmert’s resignation in the
final report by the Winograd Committee.

“The current state of affairs worries me
greatly; I would not trust this government
with making critical decisions,” Dror told
Israeli reporters. 

He called on Olmert to resign, saying the
prime minister clearly “does not show
strategic thinking.”

“It might be tragic for the prime minister,
but better have this than a tragic outcome
for the state,” he said.

Dror’s call has been echoed in the Israeli
media. A recent editorial in Ha’aretz called
on Olmert to go on vacation immediately
and let someone else steward the country
while he sorts out his legal troubles. The
Jerusalem Post urged Olmert’s political
party, Kadima, to elect a new leader.

If there is a silver lining to Israel’s failures
vis-à-vis Hezbollah, it is that the 2006 war
served as a wake-up call for the Israel
Defence Forces.

In 2006, the army found itself ill-prepared
to fight the war in Lebanon due to its almost
exclusive focus on Palestinian terrorism
over the preceding five years. Now, military
analysts say, the IDF has resumed intensive
training for battles of the sort it saw in
Lebanon. 

That could be helpful not just against
Hezbollah but if the IDF has to fight Hamas
in the Gaza Strip.

Indeed, Israel’s stalemate with Hamas in
Gaza is a by-product of the IDF’s shortcom-
ings in the Lebanon War.

Taking a page from Hezbollah’s playbook
in 2006, Hamas was able to use rocket fire
from the Gaza Strip to leverage a ceasefire
from an Israel reticent of repeating in Gaza
the mistakes it had made in Lebanon - name-
ly, launching a major military offensive
against a guerrilla army in hostile territory
with unclear long-term goals and the likeli-
hood of high casualties.

But some Israeli commentators say
Olmert was wrong to apply the lessons of
Lebanon to Gaza, since the failures in
Lebanon were in the implementation of mil-
itary strategy, not the decision to go to war.

“They didn’t learn about the limits of mil-
itary power, they learned about the limits of
military power when it’s used ineffectively
and poorly led,” Michael Oren, a senior fel-
low at the Shalem Centre, said of the conclu-
sions Olmert and his Cabinet drew from
Lebanon. “The army could be more effec-
tively led, more disciplined.”

“Every time we are on the edge of victory,
we stop the battle one step too soon - two
years ago in Lebanon, and now with
Hamas,” Israel Harel wrote in Ha’aretz. 

“This allows the enemy to recover and
claim victory, continuing the struggle, justi-
fiably from his point of view, until the
Zionist Jewish entity comes to an end.”
(JTA)

Israel recalls the 2006 Lebanon War 

Soldiers returning to Israel on July 27, 2006 after rescuing the bodies of their comrades killed in battle with Hezbollah guerrillas in

South Lebanon. (CREDIT: BRIAN HENDLER)
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Civic, Braamfontein: In the
Nelson Mandela, “Le Grand
Cirque”, until August 3. In the
Tesson, “Cha Cha Heels”, until
August 10. In the People’s
Theatre, “Winnie the Pooh”,
until August 9. (011) 877-6800.

Constitutional Court, Hill-
brow: An exhibition, curated
by Natalie Knight, celebrating
Nelson Mandela’s 90th birth-
day, until July 31. 083-399-6770.

RCHCC, Oaklands: Michael
Schur’s exhibition, until July
31. (011) 728-8088.

Lyric Theatre, Gold Reef
City Casino, Ormonde:
“African Footprint”, choreo-
graphed by Debbie Rakusin,
until August 3. (011) 248-5168.

Market, Newtown: In the
Laager, “A Touch of Madness”
from Herman Charles
Bosman’s writings, starring
David Butler, until August 24.
In the Barney Simon, “Ten
Bush”, by Mncedisi Shabangu
and Craig Higginson, until
August 17. In the Main, “Maru”,
by Bessie Head, directed by
Phyllis Klotz, July 21 - August
24. (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, “Mooi Street
Moves”, by Paul Slabolepszy,
directed by Moira Blumenthal,
until August 31. In the Pieter
Toerien, “A Handful of Keys”
with Roelof Colyn and
Jonathan Roxmouth, until
August 16 (011) 511-1988.

National Children’s Theatre,
Parktown: “Cinderella”, direc-
ted by Joyce Levinsohn, until
July 26. (011) 484-1584.

Old Mutual Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: “Hard
Love”, a play by Motti Lerner,
with Ashley Dowds and Keren
Tahor, directed by Alan
Swerdlow, until July 26. (011)
883-8606.

SA Jewish Museum, Cape
Town: “When Cape Art was
Coffee with Joe”, until July 31.
(021) 465-1546.  

University of Johannesburg
Arts Centre, Auckland Park:
In the theatre, Swiss specialists
in make-believe, Mummen-
schanz, until July 20. (011) 559-
2099.

Victory Theatre, Houghton:
“Rocky Horror Show”, choreo-
graphed by Vicky Friedman,
until July 31. (011) 728-9603.

Wits Theatre Complex, Bra-
amfontein: The 969 Festival,
showcasing highlights from the
Grahamstown Festival: “Chat-
ter”, by Anton Krueger in the
Amphitheatre, “Bar Flies”, with
Craig Morris, Gerard Bester
and Rayzelle Sham, in the
Downstairs Theatre, “Crocodile
Tears”, directed by Tsepiso
Konopi in the Nunnery. All end
July 19. (011) 717-1380.

Controversial rumours regarding his
parentage notwithstanding, the facts speak for
themselves: he was sentenced to death for the
murder of his step-brother, he was married
three times before his death at age 46, and he
battled drug and alcohol addiction.

Without succumbing to pedantry or idealisa-
tion, “A Touch of Madness” traces his life,
adding fuel to the notion that much of the
world’s groundbreaking creativity emanates
from minds troubled and unhinged.

Using a sparse set that comprises a desk,
typewriter, wine bottle and ashtray on one
side, and a solitary streetlamp on the other,
Butler evokes glimmers of the life of a remark-
able, complex man: one who was seduced by
life’s beauty, often imperilling his foothold in
the real world; one whose lust for life some-
times led him to make impulsive, foolish deci-
sions. 

A man who revelled in his status as outcast,
yet who secretly pined to be among those
Jeppe boys immortalised on the honours
board.

It’s an engaging journey, from his birth in
Kuils River in the Cape to his death in
Edenvale Hospital, evoking “old”
Johannesburg along the way. Don’t expect
Oom Schalk Lourens tales. You’ll find

CHRISTINA KENNEDY

Show: “A Touch of Madness” (Laager, Market,
Newtown (011) 832-1641)
Cast: David Butler
Director: Nicky Rebelo
Until: August 24

MANY OF Herman Charles Bosman’s stories
have graced South African stages - most notably,
by the late Patrick Mynhardt. But Bosman’s
brief, turbulent life was arguably more fantasti-
cal than his art, and this is explored in “A Touch
of Madness”.

This play, culled from Bosman’s writings, first
performed five years ago, remains absorbing,
compelling viewing. This is largely thanks to
Rebelo, a Bosmanphile who recently staged
Bosman’s only known play, “Street-Woman”. 

But, sporting his subject’s trademark fedora,
it is David Butler who strikes the balance
between portraying a touch of the man’s genius,
and a touch of his madness.

Read either of the two Bosman biographies:
Valerie Rosenberg’s subjective Sunflower to the
Sun or the more sober and detailed Stephen
Gray tome and you’ll realise the man who is pos-
sibly the best short-story writer this country has
ever produced was, undeniably a tortured soul. 

David Butler is Herman Charles Bosman, in

“A Touch of Madness”. (PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY

MARKET THEATRE)

Between a touch of genius
and a touch of madness

The story is not without hairpin twists, but it
is text heavy. The makeup-less gauche Haredi
woman, bedecked in snood, skirt to the floor
and gaze there too, is easy to stereotype cruelly. 

Tahor embraces her empathetically, lending
her quiet dignity, which make the smashing of
her beliefs horrifying. She is deliberate in ges-
tures, prayer, lies, modesty. As her priorities

Show: “Hard Love” (Old Mutual Theatre on
the Square, Sandton (011)883-8606)
Cast: Ashley Dowds, Keren Tahor
Writer: Motti Lerner (translated from
Hebrew by Anthony Berris)
Designer: Declan Randall
Director: Alan Swerdlow
Until: July 28

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

FROM CLARINET strains, through compli-
cated forays into legalities, legalisms, choic-
es and punishments that comprise Jewish
practice, “Hard Love” provokes. Zvi was
married briefly to Hannah 20 years ago.
Their paths diverged: she took the high
road; he, another. 

They were raised Haredi and lived in Mea
Shearim. He rejected its customs and cos-
tumes; she remains cupped in its shelter.
Bullied by her family into another marriage
with a man 35 years older, she’s scrubbed
and covered according to halacha. 

Sexually flippant Zvi is a novelist. He offers
her something more, something less, something
freer in Tel Aviv, but she needs to be eased and
teased beyond the values she’s been brain-
washed into. Power struggle follows; Hannah
uses her womb to confuse and alienate Zvi, as
she did 20 years ago. 

crackle and shift, she is revealed as an
innocent with scuppered values; she
must take decisions which, like her sexu-
ality, remain beyond the play’s borders.

Zvi is like a character out of a Chaim
Potok novel. Dowds seems too young,
though he holds his Israeli accent well.
His interpretation doesn’t lend convic-
tion to Zvi’s history. 

It manifests a worldliness that erases
even a negative residue of his Haredi
upbringing. Also, the magic between
Hannah and Zvi sputters to life but fal-
ters.

Can this work be readable for a non-
Jewish audience? It is, admittedly, heavi-
ly peppered with traditional references,
but you’ve got to look with care. 

“Hard Love” is about cultural schism
and love, made complex by nebulous
truths, the reliability of tradition, and the
thoughtless sanctuary it offers from real
life choices.

This work is directed with soul, written with
heart. It’s not a happy tale, but it’s not meant to
be a snippet of Jewish nostalgia. Ultimately, it
reflects both sides as flawed. 

High road, low road, road in-between; the
ground lies grey; difficult choices get made, clo-
sure remains open-ended. The play is satisfy-
ingly balanced.

Keren Tahor as Hannah and Ashley Dowds as Zvi in a

scene from “Hard Love”. (PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OLD

MUTUAL THEATRE ON THE SQUARE)

Heavy text negotiates hairpin twists with ease

extracts from Bosman’s prison memoir Cold
Stone Jug and other musings, jigsawed
together into part whimsy (his “Recognising
Blues” gem brings the house down), part
uncomfortable reality.

A 90-minute show can only provide a fleeting
snapshot of such a life; Rebelo and Butler
accomplish it immaculately. What a show!
What a writer! What a man!

gated by our second democratically elected
president, Thabo Mbeki.

Now, more than eight years later, history has
taken its course and Richard Loring’s African
Footprint is still, artistically speaking, repre-
sentative of that beacon of hope and optimism
- an idealistic tool to entertain the masses and
to lure overseas audiences to appreciate the
exotic pulling power of our African traditions.

On Saturday afternoon last week I took my
10-year-old son along to the thrill that African
Footprint still is - even if, as it would be clear to
any adult viewer, the subtext has shifted base
over the years.

Let’s face it: We don’t need to be pussyfooting
to fully realise that Loring and the company’s
commitment and discipline towards the project
has in no way abated. This performance with
only a handful of original cast members on
stage (if that many) really had one on the edge
of one’s seat.

Each of the 17 scenes is still evoking the icon-
ic mysteries of the continent, but also the pulse
of our own country’s traditions, like the gum-
boot dances, the Pantsula and the wonderful
reflective quality of a long lost tradition one

Show: African Footprint
Conceived and directed by: Richard Loring
Choreography: Debbie Rakusin and David
Matamela
Music/Lyrics: Dave Pollecutt
Set: Anthony Farmer
Costumes: Lindy Joubert
Lighting: Declan Randall
Sound: Mark Malherbe
Venue: Lyric Theatre, Gold Reef City
Until: August 3

REVIEWED BY PAUL BOEKKOOI

AFRICAN FOOTPRINT, like no other show in
post-apartheid South Africa, represented
African euphoria like we’ve never experienced
before and never since. I remember the opening
season in May 2000 all too well.

We were still celebrating the glowing success
of our country’s transition, President Nelson
Mandela proved to be a world-class statesman
instead of a mere political figurehead, our econ-
omy was sound, and we were all looking forward
to the establishment of a real African renais-
sance that would sweep the continent, as propa-

Members of the African Footprint ensemble

- a show still iconic after all these years. 
(PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY IDEA ENGINEERS)

After 8 years African Footprint still charms

finds in “Sophiatown Tap” with, among many
other things, tap dancing setting the spirit free.

The wide spectrum of traditional and con-
temporary African dancing styles as choreo-
graphed by Debbie Rakusin and David
Matamela, still represents the show’s core
attraction. It’s the beat and the foot tapping that
really lingers on.

As a whole the show is as mesmerising as
ever and an electrifying instrument in the sus-
pension of disbelieve which many still think is
the “raison d’être” for theatre in any society.



ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

TAPESTRY

SA JEWISH REPORT 1518 - 25 July 2008

FELDMAN ON FILM 
Peter Feldman

REVIEWED BY GWEN PODBREY

Homeland: The Illustrated History of
the State of Israel by Marv Wolfman,

Mario Ruiz and William J Rubin
(Nachshon Press, price on request)

Timeously released to coincide with
Israel’s 60th anniversary, this is a simpli-
fied, beautifully illustrated overview of
over 3 500 years of Jewish history, start-
ing with Abraham and culminating in
the State of Israel. 

While the book is really better suited
to children, and draws very lightly on
political and non-Jewish perspectives in
contextualising the Middle East situa-
tion, it is an extremely useful pocket
guide with just enough information to
inspire readers to learn more. 

The painted art on the pages is
provocative, expressive and fresh, while
the text - though brief - has been careful-
ly chosen to convey a sense of the depth
and richness of Judaism on all its levels.
Highly recommended for teachers, par-
ents, synagogues, libraries and anyone
seeking pointers to our heritage. Also an
ideal bar- and batmitzvah gift.

The Enchantress of Florence by Salman
Rushdie (Random House, R212)

When a tall, blond European calling
himself “Mogor dell’Amour” (the Mug-

hal of Love) arrives at the court of the
real Grand Mughal, the Emperor Ekbar,
he tells an intriguing story about his royal
origins, encompassing sorcery, abduction
and passion. 

Against this backdrop, Rushdie pres-
ents a woman in an intensely chauvinistic
world attempting to control her own life.
Ultimately, the novel explores the clash of
two great cities and cultures - the hedonis-
tic Mughal capital and the equally opu-
lent Florentine world of humanism - and
the contradictory elements within them. 

A seductive, disturbing novel about
power, brutality and the sexes. 

The Wading by Tom Eaton (Penguin,
R160)

While rumblings of war threaten to dis-
turb the idyllic tranquillity of Cape
Formosa, its inhabitants still manage to
retain their sense of isolation - until a reg-
ular supply aircraft flies into a storm and
is forced to crash-land, stranding the pilot
and his granddaughter, Claudette, on the
island. 

The arrival of the foreigners augurs the
disruption of this peaceful world and
forces a confrontation between Muller,
the aged servant of an outdated regime,
and young Steven Bee, the embittered son
of martyrs. 

The men’s harshly contrasting views of
the island, and all its history represents,
clash and force them to come to terms
with their personal losses, betrayals and
passions. 

An intriguing novel by a local colum-
nist and screenwriter.

Holding Up the Sky: An African Life by
Sandy Blackburn-Wright (Wild Dog,

R175)

An autobiographical account of the
Australian-born author’s 15 years in
South Africa (1988-2003), at a time when
the country was undergoing its most vio-
lent convulsions of socio-political change. 

A community development worker in
the townships, Blackburn-Wright wit-
nessed not only the brutality of life under

apartheid, but also the astonishing
resilience and spiritual richness of the
regime’s victims. 

Her story includes her marriage into a
black family and her metamorphosis
from foreign onlooker to a member of a
traditional, rural family. 

The demands of this transition proved
to be overwhelming and she eventually
left both her husband and her adopted
country to return to her homeland; nev-
ertheless, her handling of these experi-
ences is poignant and searingly honest. 

The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry
(Faber & Faber, R199)

Roseanne McNulty is approaching her
100th birthday in the Roscommon Mental
Hospital, where she has spent most of
her adult life. As she prepares to die, her
discussions with her trusted psychiatrist,
Dr Grene - who is mourning the recent
death of his wife - take on a new and
urgent dimension. 

While McNulty shares her own har-
rowing life story, encompassing abuse,
ignorance and trauma in 1930s Sligo, both
patient and doctor find common ground
in their respective losses. 

The novel challenges not only accepted
wisdom by offering a secret, alternative
history of Ireland, but also our defini-
tions of sanity, madness and justice. 

A beautiful - but shattering - novel
from a thrilling writer. 

Bank Job

Cast: Jason Statham, Saffron Burrows, Stephen
Campbell Moore, Daniel Mays
Director: Roger Donaldson

“Bank Job” is a wonderfully entertaining caper.
This intelligent production is loaded with plenty of
surprises and its English cast turns in commanding
performances.

Saddled with an uninspiring title, this juicy little
enterprise, nevertheless, delivers on all fronts. It
extracts the most from a true-life incident in
London in 1971 and keeps the revs up throughout a
lively jaunt.

A robbery took place at Lloyds Bank in London
that involved a royal sex scandal. The cunning
thieves, led by a credible Jason Statham and a
seductive Saffron Burrows, have been seduced
financially into robbing the place by highly con-
nected people who are using them in order to get
their hands on incriminating pictures in a deposit
box.

Director Roger Donaldson certainly knows his
craft; he fleshes out his characters, avoids flashy
cinematography and edits and cranks up the sus-
pense to almost breaking point in delivering his cin-
ematic statement.

Woven into the fabric of the story are large num-
ber of subplots, including police corruption, MI5
gamesmanship, hard-core criminal activity (includ-
ing murder and extortion) and the caper itself.

The “Bank Job” is a heist film in the classic tradi-
tion. It spends time on the plot, detailing both the
planning stage and the aftermath, and though the
story is complex, it’s all neatly tied up at the end.
What more can one ask? 

Lust, Caution

Cast: Tang Wei, Tony Leung Chiu Wai, Joan Chen,
Wang Lee-Hom

Director: Ang Lee

After the success of “Brokeback Mountain,” Ang
Lee’s new production is a studied and beautifully
textured drama for the art house set. It also con-
tains hot and passionate sex scenes that fall just
short of outright pornography. 

The sex, which is so integral to the story, howev-
er, forms just one aspect of a lengthy study of two
characters slowly being seduced by one another.

Set in the Second World War period during the
Japanese occupation of China, the story deals with
a young woman, Wang, played by Tang Wei making
a stunningly impressive debut.

She joins the resistance and is instructed by them
to become the mistress of a highly placed collabora-
tor, the ice-cold Mr Yee (a flawless Tony Leung Chiu
Wai), as part of a plot to have him killed. 

The narrative, which stretches between the years
1938 and 1942, has a wonderful feel for pace and
period and will require patience from its audience
to appreciate its many nuances. The build-up may
be long and lingering, but the end result is wholly
satisfying.

What’s new on the book front


