WHEN OLD FRIENDS MEET

THEY STARTED off as colleagues at Wits years ago. In the twilight of
their lives, two of SA's favourite sons, the inimitable Prof Phillip Tobias
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« DAHAN: ‘The number of olim
from South Africa doubled from
2006 to 2007; while in the first
two months of 2008, there have
been more applicants than in the
whole of 2006.

* JACKSON: ‘Let us remember our
freedom - the freedom to choose
our attitude!

« BETHLEHEM: ‘There is no doubt
that we find ourselves afloat on a
stormy sea.

« GOLDMAN: ‘We're still here and
we're not going anywhere. | hope
you'll stick around and keep us
company.

« SILBERMAN: ‘I settled my family in
the “amoral banality” that is
Australia and | can assure you, it
is the best move | have ever
made.
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A SC H OO L F o R There has been a long-held perception that Torah Academy in Johannesburg, although "a good academic
school'", is only for the ultra-religious. At a media briefing, Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, dean of Torah Academy, h uge amou nt Of
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a solid Torah base. With him, is Rabbi Mendel Lipskar, head of the Lubavitch Foundation PAGE 16
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Making difficult choices

THIS WEEK in Parshat Vayakheil
we read of the many contributions
that the Jewish people were com-
manded to donate to the Mishkan -
the Tabernacle in the desert. After
all the contributions were enumer-

ated, the Torah states that “The |

leaders brought the Shoham stones
for the Apron and the Breastplate...”

Rashi quotes Rabbi Nasan who
said: “What prompted the leaders to
donate first for the dedication of the
Altar, and not for the construction
of the Tabernacle? “They said: ‘Let
the community donate what they
will donate and whatever they are
missing, we will complete. Since the
community donated everything...
the leaders said ‘what will we do?
so they brought the Shoham stones
etc’.”

The leaders were faced with a
dilemma. Do they lead from the
front or do they “lead” from behind?
They are judged here to have made

Bl PARSHAT
VAYAKHEIL

Rabbi Michael Katz
Chabad of lllovo

a subtle miscalculation, but, our
sages stress we are taught this
episode to accentuate the most dif-
ficult of choices which is often the
choice between two good and
seemingly appropriate responses.

We face them all the time. “I do
not have time to pray, I am doing
so many mitzvot. I cannot spend
time studying Torah, I am involved
in my business and feeding so
many families.” We are all familiar
with the arguments, we present
them all the time...

But perhaps we can look at the

leader versus follower debate in a
little more depth. There are often
calls on leaders to take action.
Where are the leaders in times of
crisis? Why do they not react in the
way that we would like? Why don’t
they take action? Why don’t they
do something?

The Torah stresses that we are
all leaders in our own right. We are
all empowered to lead, and we are
all empowered to make spiritual
and holy decisions.

We are all made up of so many
parts and often we place emphasis
on the correct things and get
involved in goodness and kindness,
performance of mitzvot and Torah
values. But sometimes we miscal-
culate and we allow our “nature” to
take control. We allow our negative
attributes to govern and we let our
dynamic souls simply become fol-
lowers.

Perhaps this is why the Parsha
is appropriately entitled Vaya-
kheil which means “gathering”
from the word “Kehal” meaning
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IT ALL ADDS UP!

“community”.

It is not up to our leaders alone
to do what’s right. It is not only up
to leadership to always have to
make the right decisions and to
lead us along the correct path. We
too need to become leaders - lead-
ers of communities, leaders of
families and most importantly,
leaders of ourselves.

Shabbat Shalom.

Like a

S Ly
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, Brian
Nagel, executive committee
member and Jonathan Lipman,
president of the Hermanus
Hebrew Congregation.

phoen

DAVID SAKS

LONG-TIME Hermanus resident
Freda Auerbach will have been
especially delighted to have been
present at last week’s ground-
breaking ceremony for the town’s
new Jewish shul and community
centre.

Now in her nineties, she is the
only surviving member of the orig-
inal Hermanus Jewish community
which ceased to function in the
mid-1970s. Few would have antici-
pated back then that Hermanus
Jewry, in defiance of countrywide
trends, would one day grow to the
point that it could re-establish itself
on an organised basis.

By the late 1990s, thanks to a
renewed influx of permanent resi-
dents together with those who have
holiday homes in the town, Jewish
life in Hermanus was again up and

ix, Hermanus community

running.

Last year, the congregation sold
its 75-year-old shul in the town cen-
tre and purchased another proper-
ty, located on the corner of Roberts
Road and Jose Berman Avenue in
the Eastwood neighbourhood, on
which to erect a smaller communi-
ty centre. The new centre will com-
prise a shul, succah, communal
hall and a rabbi’s house.

Among those who attended the
groundbreaking ceremony last
Tuesday, were Overstrand Mayor
Theo Beyleveldt, representatives
of the Nederlandse Gerefor-
meerde, Anglican and Catholic
churches and the Baha’l faith com-
munity, as well as from the
Overstrand Municipality and
Lions Club.

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiritu-
al leader to the country communi-
ties, officiated while Hermanus

has arisen

Hebrew Congregation President
Jonathan Lipman welcomed the
speakers and guests.

In his address, Rabbi Silberhaft
referred to the most recent weekly
parshas dealing with the erection of
the Mishkan (Tabernacle) in the
desert. There the Jewish people,
rich and poor alike, responded so
enthusiastically to the call for dona-
tions that a proclamation was need-
ed to inform them to stop.

“I am hoping to see the same spir-
it duplicated here, but not by bring-
ing monetary offerings, but rather
personal involvement and regular
attendance to services and activi-
ties which will, please G-d, take
place here in this new synagogue,”
Rabbi Silberhaft said.

It is expected that the building
will be completed in time to hold
full Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur services this year.

At 104, Phil Rabinowitz

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN
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LIKE O’ Man River, Philip
Rabinowitz just keeps rollin’
along. At a party to celebrate his
104th birthday held at his daugh-
ter’s Hout Bay home last Sunday,
cousin Myron Belonsky described
him as a “great humble man who
generates so much enthusiasm
and energy to light up other peo-
ple’s lives - unlike Eskom!”

Rabinowitz, who is the world
record holder in the 100 and 200
metre sprint in the 100 years and
over age group, still walks two to
three kilometres a day, though he
gave up competitive walking seven
months ago. He works, in addition,
as a bookkeeper at his daughter
Joyce Kruger’s pet food manufac-
turing company.

According to grandson Dennis
Kruger, Rabinowitz’s secret to his

longevity was early evenings,
early mornings, freshly-squeezed
orange juice, daily exercise, a sin-
gle cane and ginger ale, a nightly
square of chocolate, shul on
Saturdays and “loads of love from
his sleeping partners - a cat and a
dog”.

Replying in an unfaltering
voice, Rabinowitz, who was born
in Keidan, Lithuania, said he felt
“wonderful. I can’t believe I'm 104
years old and still kKicking - I mean
walking!

“They say growing old ain’t for
sissies - I'm starting to think it
must be okay for a nice Jewish
boy. I still enjoy each day and am
grateful to wake up each morning
feeling so well.

“As far as work is concerned, I
wish that they would retire me so
that I can go on pension,” he
joked.

The centenarian, who still
attends shul on Saturday morn-

is still going strong

ings, said that “the best times
are, of course, Shabbos with the
family”.

Thanking his guests for attend-

r | =

ing the celebration, he repeated
his annual mantra: “Hope to see
you all next year, same time, same
place, same face.”

Carin Kuger (granddaughter), Joyce Kruger (daughter) and Philip
Rabinowitz, at his 104th birthday party.
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SAJBD gets some
assurances on anti-
racism conference

DAVID SAKS

Lights out in SA’s
foreign policy arena

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

SOUTH AFRICA’S decision not to co-sponsor a Unesco reso-
lution condemning Holocaust denial in the United Nations
last year and the forthcoming review conference to the 2001
World Conference Against Racism (WCAR), were the two
main items discussed at a meeting held last Wednesday
between the SAJBD and senior officials in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

National Chairman Zev Krengel and National Director
Wendy Kahn represented the SAJBD at the meeting. They
were accompanied by Don Krausz, chairman of the
Association of Holocaust Survivors.

The Foreign Affairs representatives were Ambassador
Sipho George Nene, Deputy Director General of Multilateral
Affairs (incorporating South Africa’s representation at the
United Nations), Pitso Montwedi, Chief Directorate of
Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, and Luvuyo
Ndimeni, director of Social Development (who works closely
with Unesco).

Following an extensive discussion, Krausz and the Board
representatives were satisfied that the action taken by South
Africa at Unesco was based on procedural issues, and that
the government in fact unreservedly supported the resolu-
tion condemning Holocaust Denial.

At the request of Ambassador Nene, the SAJBD under-
took to arrange a meeting between himself and Holocaust
survivors so that he could discuss these issues with them in
person.

South Africa, host of the original WCAR conference in
Durban in 2001, has also offered to also host the review con-
ference next year. The Foreign Affairs representatives were
sympathetic to the SAJBD’s concerns regarding The Durban
Review conference and undertook to continuous engage-
ment with the SAJBD as partners in the preparatory
processes towards it.

The original 2001 WCAR, in particular the NGO compo-
nent, was discredited and all but derailed by anti-Israel and
anti-Semitic extremists.

FORMER LEADER of the Opposition
Tony Leon, exhibited his usual feisty
style as guest speaker at the annual
general meeting of Bnoth Zion
Association (BZA) -WIZO. Leon, who
is the Democratic Alliance spokesman
on foreign affairs, has just returned
from a four-month sabbatical at
Harvard University.

Recalling his attendance at a politi-
cal rally there addressed by

Democratic Party presidential hope-
ful Senator Barack Obama, Leon said
he had been “hugely inspired. Here is
an African-American candidate and
he never once talks about being black,
his people’s struggle, the history of

Ida Broll, chairman BZA-WIZO, with former Leader of the Opposition Tony

oppression in the United States; he
talks about hope and the future.

“When I left that rally I thought:
‘That is real transformation.’ It brings
people together around a future that
can be changed, rather than a past
that can’t be rewritten and I thought,
‘Why can’t we have that here?””

Referring to this country’s energy
crisis and recalling Eskom’s earlier
plans to “extend worldwide”, Leon
said affirmative action and globalisa-
tion were “necessary imperatives”,
but the provider’s fundamental duty
was to maintain local supply.

“Eskom was steered off course by a
cluttered agenda and every South
African lives with the consequences of
that,” he said.

Turning his attention to the World
Conference against Racism due to be

Leon, at the BZA-WIZO annual general meeting.

held in Durban next year, Leon
expressed reservations about a posi-
tive outcome. “We’ll likely see a ramp-
ing up of the 2001 conference which
exacerbated racism,” he said.

Referring to Canada’s boycott of the
conference as that country felt it
would likely degenerate into expres-
sions of intolerance and anti-
Semitism, Leon said it was likely that
other Western nations would follow
Canada’s lead.

Dealing with his own portfolio,
Leon said South Africa’s foreign poli-
cy had proved to be a “great disap-
pointment”. The government had
defended its “consistent failure” to
protect human rights at the Security
Council on “procedural grounds”,
saying that these matters should be
dealt with at the United Nations
Human Rights Council.

“Our record at this body proves the
opposite,” he said, adding that Human
Rights Watch had published a report
of South Africa’s performance sup-
porting his claim. “There are many
explanations for our deviation from
the path set by (former president)
Nelson Mandela but they do not con-
vince.

“In reality, the lights have gone out
one by one in the foreign policy
arena,” he said.

Leon expressed the wish that non-
governmental organisations like BZA-
WIZO with a “proud tradition of
rights activism”, would “step up to the
plate”.

Nevertheless, describing himself as
“something of an optimist”, Leon
ended on a positive note: “There are
no permanents,” he stated.

“Nothing stays forever and the one
thing I agree with (President Thabo)
Mbeki - although it won’t happen
because of him - is that tomorrow will
be better than today. The darkest
hour, literally in this country, is just
before dawn.”

JEWISH WOMEN’S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER 2008

* SHABBAT KITS
Exclusively designed and filled with all your necessary
Shabbat items for your next holiday.

* MISHLOACH MANOT FOR PURIM
Stunning Mishloach Manot for Purim available
Contact Robyn Kahlberg (tel: 011 887 2687)

* SUNDAY FAMILY FUN DAY / BOOK FAIR
Come and spend the morning with us and bring the family for a delicious lunch
At Jabula Recreation Centre, Sandringham on 18 May 2008 e Stalls include Portobello,
Art, Crafts, Judaica, Once-worn Designer fashions, Children’s activities, Fish pond

* PASSOVER / ROSH HASHANAH PRESENTATIONS
Stunning gifts under the Beth Din e Available 3 weeks before Passover / Rosh Hashanah

* GOLF DAY
14 May 2008 - Glendower Golf Club

* BENEVOLENT BONANZA 8
R30 000 to be won e R500 for 10 chances to win
NEW EARLY BIRD DRAWS — MARCH and APRIL

* GIFT PRESENTATIONS/BENARC GIFT SHOP
Beautiful gifts individually-designed for special occasions available throughout the year
* (Contact JWBS office

* Y’RACHMIEL WINE
New stock available from mid March 2008

* FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS NOT TO BE MISSED
* 500 GALA DINNER WITH OUTSTANDING PRIZES
* BRIDGE BASH

* CLOTHING DEPOT welcomes everything that you need no more in your homes!
Just drive by and we will unload your boot or call for collection! We are situated at
Sandringham Gardens!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR ANY QUERIES PLEASE CALL
011 485 5232
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR PAST SUPPORT AND LOOK FORWARD TO
YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY AND FRIENDSHIP.

Every Jewish person in the
city is given the same
dignified burial

+ Regardless of circumstances, everyone is afforded equal
respect in death - including those who are destitute and
without family. In these cases all costs are borne by the
Chevrah Kadisha.

+ Cemetery staff are available for emergencies 24 hours a day
on 011 321 0000 code 4284

Your community needs you

Help us to help those unable to help themselves

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH HELPING HAND
MW Than

Tel: 011 532 9600 Fax: 011 532 9655 Email: chevrahgroup(@jhbchev.co.za
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Rabbi Goldstein
to meet Zuma
on ‘Enriching
Tomorrow’

LIONEL SLIER

ON TUESDAY March 3, the third
meeting in Chief Rabbi Warren
Goldstein’s “Enriching Tomor-
row” discourses will take place in
Sandton. The chief rabbi will dis-
cuss moral issues and values with
the recently elected president of
the African National Congress,
Jacob Zuma.

In 2007 Rabbi Goldstein
launched a public speaking forum
which he called “Enriching
tomorrow - sharing ideas for the
future”, with a view that South
Africa’s leaders could debate and
share opinions over issues which
divided the country’s different
communities. The idea was for a
cross-pollination of ideas and
beliefs, where at the same time
concerns could be articulated and
discussed.

At the first meeting, held at the
Rabbi Cyril Harris Community
Centre, the Rev Frank Chikane,
director-general in the Presidency
and who was a leading activist in
the struggle against apartheid
and an honorary member of the
National Leadership Forum of the
Apostolic Faith Mission, engaged
with Rabbi Goldstein on issues of

forgiveness, repentance and
accountability.
The next meeting, held in

November last year, was with
Western Cape Premier Ebrahim
Rasool. The subject of their dis-

cussion was “Jews and Muslims -
sharing ideas for the future”. The
meeting was held at the Donald
Gordon School of Business
Science in Johannesburg and the
auditorium was packed. Every-
one agreed that it was a great suc-
cess.

Those present felt that the
issues raised would definitely
contribute to the moral regenera-
tion of this country and would
enhance and inspire South
Africans.

Rabbi Goldstein has also con-
ceived the idea of a Bill of
Responsibilities to enable learn-
ers to internalise and apply the
concepts in their future lives. It
was not a pledge - as mooted by
Minister of National Education
Naledi Pandor - such as that
which is currently causing a lot of
discussion among schools and in
the media.

The chief rabbi’s idea is for peo-
ple here to take responsibility for
their own lives and for the choic-
es that they make and it should
start with our youth at school. It
is planned for posters of the Bill
of Responsibilities to be displayed
at all schools in South Africa with
the full co-operation of the
Department of Education and
Minister Pandor.

The Bill represents a major
contribution by the Jewish com-
munity to the national debate on
acceptable moral values.

ZSA launched in the
South-eastern Cape

THE ZIONIST Support Asso-
ciation (ZSA), a world first, was
successfully launched at its
founding public meeting in the
George Civic Centre at the begin-
ning of February.

In a media release, David Abel,
co-chairman of the ZSA, ex-
plained that the association was
non-denominational, non-racial
and non-sexist.

The ZSA leadership is Leon van
Zyl (co-chairman), Marda Hey-
mann (vice co-chairman), Kelly
Brown (vice co-chairman), Chris-
tiana van Zyl (treasurer), Bon-
gane Dube (executive committee
member) and Abel as co-chair-
man.

George resident Abel, said the
ZSA was not a religious organisa-
tion, although its members were
drawn from across religious and
racial spectra.

“The ZSA, whose members are
known as Zionist supporters, are
not against anybody, but they are
for the right of Israel to exist as a
Jewish state in peace with its
neighbours, according to biblical
prophecies.”

He said those who were inter-
ested in the activities of the ZSA,
should have the “intellectual
curiosity to find out who we are
and what we stand for. Once they
do so, and perhaps agree with our
approach, they should have the
courage of their convictions and
stand with us.

“Israel is facing dangerous
times of survival and needs all the

—
g

Leon van Zyl (co-chairman) David
Dolan (guest speaker).

friends it can get. All who wish to
become Zionist supporters are
welcome to do so,” he said.

Guest speaker, David Dolan, a
Christian media expert living in
Jerusalem since 1980, emphasised
the threat to Israel coming from
Iran’s decision to develop a
nuclear capacity which was,
based on international assess-
ments, presently under way.
Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad would attempt to
carry out his vow “to wipe Israel
off the map” by about 2010.

He said the Israeli army was
taking every precaution and cer-

—

Abel (co-chairman) and David

tainly would counter that threat.

“Israel has the nuclear capacity
to destroy Iran but it does not go
about threatening to destroy its
neighbours, unlike Iran. You can
be assured that in spite of those
powers in the world who stand by
watching the potential catastro-
phe that is developing, the G-d of
Israel neither slumbers nor
sleeps, and Israel will survive.”

Abel said the ZSA was already
co-operating with the World
Zionist Organisation in Jeru-
salem, who was placing the ZSA
on its website for worldwide dis-
tribution.

A Shavathon with
a Jewish tlavour

LEON SLOTOW, at his offices in
Highlands North in Johan-
nesburg, arranged for a “Jewish
Shavathon” last week Friday, for
the annual Cancer Association of
South Africa (CANSA)
Shavathon, to raise awareness
and funds for the fight against
cancer.

Slotow had decided only a few
days before the Shavathon to
host one at his offices and they
managed to raise nearly R10 000!

All major CANSA Shavathons

took place on Saturday February
16, but it being Shabbos, reli-
gious Jews could not participate
on that date - hence Slotow’s
“own” Shavaton the day before.

Support for CANSA was shown
by many who for a minimum
donation of R50 (with greater
donations gratefully accepted)
shaved their heads or sprayed
colours in their hair to show
their support.

Funds raised will be used for
various CANSA projects.

Back from left: Cindy Stone (the hardworkmg hanrdresser), Leon
Slotow and Lynn Nieder of Roxys Rhythm Bar in Melville.

Front: Robert Youngworth, Lennie Glaser, Chanan Ash and Rabbi
Eitan Ash (rabbi of Chabad Savoy).

Johnny Clegg a big hit
with young adults

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
SHELLEY ELK

LAST WEEK, the Friday Night
Club hosted Johnny Clegg and his
family, at the Sydenham
Highlands North Shul. The Friday
Night Club selects special guests
for functions designed to create a
platform for young Jewish adults
from ages 21 to 30s, to meet.

Clegg talked to his youthful
audience about his journey and
how he “carved his identity”, and
grew in his knowledge of Zulu cul-
ture from his childhood experi-
ences, and love of music. His
desire to learn Zulu music and
dance, led him to a deeper under-
standing of the culture.

Rabbi Choni Goldman “rocked
the house” with a Jamaican rap

song describing peace in the
world.

The hall which was decked in
bright yellows, bold hessian print
centre pieces, fruit arrangements

and tall wooden vases in an
African theme, set the stage for
250 young adults to relax and
immerse themselves in an
evening of fun.

Back from left, Rabbl Yehuda Stern, David Abramowitz, David Cohen,
Bryan Nathan and Anthony Hurwitz. Seated, Rebbetzin Estee Stern,
Nicci Ackerman and Janine Gelbart.

Rabbi Yehuda Stern, associate rabbi of Sydenham Shul, Johnny Clegg and Rabbi Yossy Goldman, rabbi
of Sydenham Shul.
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Watch these ‘new
kids on the block’

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH
BY RITA LEWIS

THE PERFORMERS chosen
by Grecia Gabriel the con-
vener of Second Innings are
all top notch professionals,
including the new “Klass
Act” group which sang a
medley of “golden oldies” for
their debut appearance at
Golden Acres recently and is
a new innovation.

The group interspersed its
musical medleys with intro-
ductions and explanations of
each of the songs that were
sung - taking the event to
another dimension.

This event was the first
time the six had performed
together and was their inau-

gural production and judg- o
vy

ing by the response, it will
definitely not be their last.

Five of the performers,
Alexandra Mullinos contral-
to, Stella Beder soprano, Henry Stock
tenor, Tony Antonier baritone and piano
accompanist, Tony Bentel, had performed
together many times before and had been
on the musical circuit for quite a while
and were in fact, still going strong.

At private soirees, corporate functions,
on stage and the like, the group under the
stage name of “Tony Bentel and Friends”,
had become household names, doing the
circuits, entertaining the public at vari-
ous venues.

Recently, however, accomplished racon-
teur, Selwyn Klass joined the group,

Selwyn Klass with Tony Bentel.

bringing with him his wealth of showbiz
knowledge, his touch of class and his
story-telling ability, explaining the
nuances and history of each of the songs
on the programme sung by the group
prior to them being performed.

Klass said he planned to market the
group with this new innovation after the
Second Innings function which proved to
be highly successful.

He said the new group would aim to
entertain the “more mature audience”
and sing nostalgic, timeless golden oldies
at different special “landmark” events
including birthdays, private parties etc.

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

HIGH COURT UPHOLDS KATSAV DEAL

JERUSALEM - Israel's High Court of
Justice on Tuesday upheld former
President Moshe Katsav's plea bargain.

A five-justice High Court panel decided
to reject six petitions against the Attorney
General's Office decision last year to drop
rape charges against Katsav in exchange
for his confession to lesser offences.

Two justices, including High Court
President Dorit Beinisch, demurred over
the deal but had to back the ruling as it
was supported by the other three justices.

The plea bargain outraged feminist and
government watchdog groups, who said

the state risked playing down the severity
of sex crimes and inviting charges of
favouritism toward public figures.

Katsav, who resigned last year in dis-
grace, denied allegations by several for-
mer female staffers that he had raped or
sexually harassed them.

Under the plea bargain, the former
president will receive a suspended prison
sentence and pay $12 000 in compensation
to two of the complainants.

A rape conviction would have carried a
penalty of as much as seven years behind
bars. (JTA)

Are you interested in a career
in social work, psychology or
social auxiliary work?

SOCIAL SERVICES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU
- Bursaries are available
- Employment is assured

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND SCREENING
PLEASE CONTACT:

Rodney Richard 011 532 9612 or
rodney@jhbchev.co.za

SILETTING

Property Rental and Management

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS RELAX AND LET US DO THE WORK
JUST LETTING IS THE ONLY NATIONAL DEDICATED
LETTING AGENCY.

Landlords we have numerous enquiring for property in the following areas.

GLENHAZEL
KILLARNEY

Bramley Gardens, Cheltondale, Fairmount, Forest Town, Glenhazel, Gresswold,
Highlands Nerth, Houghton, Killarney, Lyndhurst, Norwood, Orange Grove,
Parktown, Parkwood, Rembrandt Park, Sandringham, Saxonwold, Sydenham
and Waverley

We have demand for houses, townhouses and cottages at affordable rentals.
List your property with us to ensure best results.

CALLUSON D11 483 1265 FOR A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
KILLARNEY@JUSTLETTING.CO.ZA

OR VISIT THE JUST LETTING WEBSITE AND CLICK ON KILLARNEY
FOR DETAILS OF ALL THE UNIT WE HAVE TO OFFER

Goldenmarc

FACTORY SHOP

CRAZY CLEARANCE SALE

SUNDAY 2ND MARCH
Time: 9am - 2:00pm

WIDE SELECTION OF KITCHENWARE & HOUSEWARES
AT CRAZY, UNBELIEVABLE PRICES.
(Face Cloths, placemats, shower curtains, glasses, vases,
sponges, gloves, Pyrex dishes & much, much more)

Providing you with the tools to offer
help and hope

JOHANNESBURG JEWTSH
HELPING HAND
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SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Back row: Shirley Diamond, Menachem and Adrienne Kay, Brian and Dana Diamond,

Chaim Shalpid and Lennie Glasser.

Seated: Paula and David Joffee, Rabbi Yehuda and Estie Stern and Joan Glasser.

Chabad’s miracle
on life’s ‘big canvas’

STORY BY RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPHS BY
JOE YUDELOWITZ AND
IVOR GINSBURG

THE CLAMOUR made by the
melding of over 2 000 voices that
filled the Sandton Convention
Centre was nothing compared to
the palpable tension in the air,
prior to the drawing of Miracle
Drive’s first prize - which was a
choice of car - either a Nissan 350 Z
or the Nissan Murano, valued at
over R400 000.

To stunned silence, the two cars
glided silently across the stage,
down the ramp, over the carpets
and between the tables of awed
onlookers to their resting place at
the other end of the massive hall.

First prize winner, Michael
Sternberg of Cape Town had the
choice between the two cars, with
the second prize of a Momentum

. —
The first prize, a Nissan 350 Z.
Rhombus Contract valued at
R50 000 and a further R 70 000
donated to Chabad House in his
name, went to Alan Silverman

Prize 3, artwork valued at
R60 000 from artist Regi Bardavid,
was won by Bernard Zive, who
together with the other two win-
ners is from the Cape and did not
attend the dinner.

A further 12 fantastic prizes
were drawn and the winners

announced by MC John Vlismis.
This was followed by a magnifi-
cent performance by singer
Avraham Fried.

In Jewish life, 18 is a significant
number (18 in Hebrew is Chai
meaning “life”) and being Miracle
Drive’s 18th birthday, this year’s
theme was built around it - “Life is
a big canvas, and you should
throw and all the paint on it as you
can.” Chai is Life. Live it.

Meyer Kahn, chairman of
Miracle Drive for many years,
said: “This year we launch the
18th Miracle Drive campaign... the
age of maturity, when one can vote
and can drive a motor car - an
important milestone in every per-
son’s life.”

He said Miracle Drive had
reached a level of acclaimed matu-
rity, financing and sustaining a
wide range of community projects
for young and old.

Abe and Rosie Krok with Hilary and Bertie Lubner.

Chabad provides a strong support base for community

DIRECTORS of Chabad House,
Rabbi Dovid Masinter and Rabbi
Michael Katz his colleague, have
expressed their satisfaction with
the money raised at their highly
successful Miracle Drive function.

As is the case every year, the
money will go to continue the many
projects that are run under the aus-
pices of Chabad House, as well as
those still to be started.

These cover the whole spectrum
of the community, starting from
young children to teenagers, to peo-
ple in their latter years - and all
those in between.

This year, Miracle Drive raised a
whopping R8 million (which Sean
Melnick and some of his friends
have promised to raise to R10 mil-
lion), and this will be used in "cogni-
sance of our obligation to improve
and enhance the lives of others.

"The canvas and colours are
G-d's gift to man's body and soul.
Each individual is entrusted with
these essentials and sets about cre-
ating his/her own work of art,
which is their lives.

"When life has no meaning... or is
no longer worthwhile, Chabad
House is not only there with life
support but with many person-
alised activities to prolong and pro-
mote the essence of our very being -
life itself".

This starts with children, of
whom 65 000 visited Chabad

House's educational "factories"
during the past year and 15 000
received Purim packages.

"Creating art begins with the
first brush stroke or pencil line" -
the foundation that is so impor-
tant. When they are allowed to
shine, they reveal their talents.
Finding each child's strength and
bringing it to light, provides a
strong foundation for light.

There are also exciting seasonal
projects which stimulate them.

Growing up to be a teenager is
not easy - especially in these days.
"Classes and guidance for youth
form the very core of what Chabad
House does, enabling them to see
the road ahead as a challenge
rather than a hardship."

Passing from teenage years to
adulthood, values and ethics come
into question. Here Chabad House
help youngsters deal with peer
pressure and generation gaps.

It focuses on encouraging
strengths and building self-esteem
through camps and youth groups
and its "express aim (is) to reach
every teenager in the country ,
encouraging them to live life
responsibly and reach their full
potential.". To this end, hundreds
of young people regularly attend
classes and the "Responsible
Living" programme has met with
wide acclaim.

For those who lost the way, there

are innovative and exciting pro-
grammes to assist those who need
to rehabilitate their lives. Those
who may have succumbed to an
addiction, or families who need to
recognise the scourge of drugs,
guidance for youth in their latter
years and early twenties, classes
are offered on child-rearing, par-
enthood and adulthood, and man-
aging the challenges of life.

Adults too are shown how to con-
front their own missing Jewish
education and spiritual make-up.
There are lectures, learning ses-
sions, personal trainers and coun-
selling and family guidance to light
up the path fraught with pitfalls
and stress. With age comes experi-
ence, and the Torah "holds the wis-
dom of the elderly in high esteem".

The daily unrivalled senior citi-
zens' programmes provide daily
transportation to study, socialise,
enjoy food for both body and soul.
It is through this that they "become
invigorated and re-instated as a
valuable asset to themselves and
the community".

Chabad House also runs drug
awareness and abuse prevention
programmes, as well as offering
prison chaplaincy to uplift those
who have strayed.

"Creating a national awareness
of these issues will strengthen our
society and ultimately, create a bet-
ter world."

Rabbi Michael Katz and Rabbi Dovid Masinter -
Chabad House’s dynamic directors

Ronit Beleli, Miriam and Paul Glick, with Peretz Beleli.

Kevin Utian, MC John Vlismis and Robbie Brozin.
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LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel slier@absamail.co.za

DR HERZL AND NOT RABBI
HERZL

In the issue of February 22, I
made a serious error in my piece
about Durban. Maurice Horwitz
wrote that Rev A Levy was very
friendly with Theodore Herzl and
referred to him as Dr Herzl.
However, I inadvertently wrote
“Rabbi” Herzl on several occa-
sions and I wish to apologise to
Maurice Horwitz for the error.

DURBAN
Maurice Horwitz continues:

“In Durban there was a very
small improvised synagogue but a
piece of land had already been
secured for the building of a large
place of worship, the foundation
stone of which was laid in 1904
and the consecration itself took
place in 1905.

“That was the St Andrew Street
Synagogue. Rev A Levy officiated
at both ceremonies and the conse-
cration prayer was delivered by
Rabbi Landau.

“It was a noteworthy occasion
in the Jewish communal life of
Natal and the consecration was
attended by the whole of Natal
Jewry and many non-Jewish
friends. The opening service in
the absence of the Governor, Sir H
McCallum, was performed by the
Chief Justice of Natal, Henry
Bale, Acting Governor, who con-
sulted me as to the formality that
he was to use.

“He reminded Rev Levy of the
awkward incident when President
Paul Kruger had declared the
Park Synagogue, Johannesburg,
open in the name of Jesus Christ.

“During Rev Levy’s stay in
Durban, the appointment as
Governor of Natal of Sir Mathew
Nathan, aroused tremendous
interest. Letters had appeared in
the local press questioning the
wisdom of the appointment of a
Jew as the governor of a Christian
colony. But Sir Nathan with his
outstanding ability and com-
manding personality, soon drew
all hearts to himself and before
his departure (with the formation
of the Union of South Africa in
1910) was voted the best and most
lovable Governor that occupied
the position in Natal.

“There were three prominent
presidents of the congregation
during Rev Levy’s ministry: P
Wartski, F C Hollander and C P
Robinson, MLA.”

HEILBRON
From Ben Mervis:

“As one walked down the two
main streets, Church and
Longmarket Streets, one saw Jewish
names on many of the buildings.
The large general dealer shops were
owned or run by Jews.

“The Shapiro family with sons,
Barney and Solly, Morris and Gertie
Balkind, Mannie and Jane Sallis,
Chaim and Eva Greenman with son,
Lazar, Jack and Sterne Mervis, my
parents, Ellie and Sorona Molk all
had general dealer stores. The bicy-
cle shop was owned by the Millers
and the Kretzmar family with son
and daughter-in-law owned a furni-
ture shop.

“The Caltex filling station and
Fiat car dealership was owned by
Fred and Rae Lotzof. The local
newsagent and stationery shop was
run by Mrs Levy. Bubbles and
Minky Cohen managed a store and
later moved to Cape Town.

“The two hotels were renowned
for good cuisine and hospitality. The
commercial travellers made a point
of spending Thursday nights in
Heilbron on their way back to
Johannesburg. Thursday night was
also when the community had their
fundraising card evenings and the
travellers were only too happy to
join the five pound limit poker
games.

“The Tuckers Hotel was run by sis-
ters Sally Schulman and Rae
Gillman and they later sold to
Mannie Kaplan and his wife. One
block away was the Commercial
Hotel owned by another Shapiro
family, the son was Solly and his wife
was Sybil. Sybil’s father, Herman
Manasowitz with his wife retired
from Pietersburg to Heilbron. Both
hotels had liquor off-sales but as
there were big ‘local’ drinkers in
town, there was also a bottle-store
owned by the Assermans.

“On New Year’s Eve, 1959, Mr
Asserman died and old man Shapiro
helped wash the body. He remarked
that even though they had been
business rivals he had no trouble in
performing this mitzvah. The next
day, in the early morning, the whole
community was stunned when Mr
Shapiro had a heart attack and died.

“At this time of the year there was
difficulty arranging the funerals
and a roster was set up by the
Chevrah Kadisha to watch the bod-
ies. The problem of who would
watch the body during the
Asserman funeral arose and this
task was given to Louis Balkind,
Howard Evans and myself and to
three boys who had recently had
their barmitzvahs.”

JOHANNESBURG
From Marcia Parness:

“l read with interest Bernard

Green’s ‘Yeoville’ swimming pool
anecdotes in the Jewish Report of
February 1. However, for me
there was one glaring omission.
While Serebro was one of the peo-
ple who swam throughout the
year, it was my father, Issie
Abrahams, who pioneered break-
ing the ice in winter.

“He, too, had to enter the pool
via the locked gate, but was even-
tually given the keys of the pool
to enable him to swim before 06:00
daily. We have photographic
proof from ‘The Star’ of yester-
year.

“Kol hakavod to Community
Buzz for enabling us to retrace
the roots of our wonderful Jewish
community.”

JOHANNESBURG

The SA Jewish Ex-Servicemen’s
League held a braai for its dwin-
dling band of warriors at the
grounds of the War Museum last
Sunday. As National Chairman
Peter Bailey said: “We are a finite
organisation.”

It is indeed fortunate that there
are no longer any conflicts involv-
ing South African men and so the
numbers decrease all the time.

A former King David School
boy, Adam Charnas, was in the
Israeli army, in a Nahal unit, and
took part in the Lebanon War last
year. He spoke about some of his
experiences.

“There were some questions
and an image of Israel’s failure to
win the war, a perception that
Israel was not really prepared,
that the Israeli army had become
soft and so on.

“In a war there are no real win-
ners,” he went on, “but the feel-
ing is that the Israeli army did
not finish the war as they would
have wanted. The war finished
too soon; there were political
decisions taken, not based on mil-
itary plans.

“The enemy were well trained
and their tactics of sending rock-
ets and moving off from their
positions were difficult to count-
er at times. The prevailing per-
ception that the Israeli army
were under-equipped is wrong;
certainly the reserves did not
have enough training and per-
haps their weapons were a little
out of date. Also the intelligence
was faulty but the Israeli army
did not lose the war.”

Charnas mentioned the inter-
esting fact that after one attack
they found a dead enemy soldier
dressed in an Iranian uniform
and on him was a wireless. Then
there came through a message in
a language recognised by a Druze
in their unit as Parsi, the lan-
guage of Iran.

Their Nahal commander told
them after the fighting ended that
this was only a ceasefire. There
would be another round.

NEW ZEALAND JEWISH IMMIGRATION

The Auckland Jewish Community has doubled
over the last five years and wants to repeat this
feat. It has never been easier to immigrate and
jobs are plentiful as we have record low
unemployment. NZ is desperate for people with
skills. Free Schooling, Free Hospital Care, Interest
Free Loans for University, Low Crime, Beautiful
Friendly Country. Give your family a future and
join our wonderful community. Jewish
Immigration Consultant coming soon to SA.
For details and further information contact Leon
at chap@talk.co.nz

AMAZING

TRANSPORT &
WAREHOUSING

Specialising in
Office, household removals and storage
Mike Berman 082 877 1309
Jody Riback 083 271 0273
Tel: (011) 887-1882

493 Louis botha Avenue, Highlands North
www.amazingtransport.co.za

Situated on Cape Town's Atlantic Seaboard
* Two exclusive guest houses » One five-star experience «
Owner, Shirley Lipshitz and her daughter, Nicel, offer guests a taste
of friendly Cape hospitality. Their hands-on approach ensures
visitors of a luxurious and comfortable stay.
We provide kosher breakfast on request
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FRESMAYE: 67 Kloof Road, Fresnaye, BANTRY Eﬂ; 158 Kloof Road, Bantry Bay,
(:ape Town - Tel: (021) 434-6854 Gape Town - Tel: ((21) 439-3224

RESERVATIONS: Tel: (021) 439-3224 » e-mail info@clarendon.co.2a

www.clarendon.co.za

o 4 LILA BRUK - Registered Dietician

== & ' BScMolecular and Cell Biology (UCT) » BSc Med (Hons) Nutrition and Dietetics (UCT) » PR No. 0205982

69 Iris Rd, Norwood, Johannesburg, 2192
Tel: 011 728 8909 « Cell 083 244 0163

Email: lilabruk@yahoo.com

Special interest in:
* Diabetes, high cholesterol, high blood pressure, heart disease
» Weight management - adult and children
* Food allergies
* Gastrointestinal disorders
(eg Crohn’s disease, IBS, Spastic colon)
* Post-operative nutrition
¢ Glycaemic Index (GI)
* Sports Nutrition
¢ Adolescent body image
* Body composition Analysis (i.e body fat % and lean muscle %)
available using imported equipment

LILA BRUK
(REGISTERED
DIETICIAN)

THERE ARE many
conditions that can
be greatly improved
by altering your diet
and overall lifestyle. Here are five of
the most common conditions:

1. Diabetes. By focusing on cutting
down on fat and sugar intake,
increasing fibre intake, including more
slow-release starchy foods (ie low
glycaemic index starches) and taking
part in regular exercise, you can
improve your blood sugar levels and
decrease your risk of developing
other complications associated with
diabetes (eg heart disease). Many
diabetics are able to dramatically
reduce or totally stop their diabetic
medication simply by altering their
diet and physical activity levels.

2. High cholesterol. Not all fats are
created equal. Saturated fats, which
are mainly found in animal products

Diet and the big five

(eg red meat, butter, liver) raise your
cholesterol levels. Unsaturated fats,
which are found in plant foods (eg
nuts, seeds, olives, avocadoes), help
to lower your cholesterol. By decreas-
ing your intake of saturated fats and
increasing your intake of unsaturated
fats, you can improve your cholesterol
levels, and thus reduce your heart dis-
ease risk.

3. Hypertension or high blood pres-
sure. Hypertension can be exacerbat-
ed or caused by a high-salt diet.
Reducing your consumption of salt
and high-salt foods (eg packaged
soup, tinned vegetables, crisps) and
increasing your intake of fresh fruit
and vegetables, can help to lower
your blood pressure, and thus reduce
your risk of heart disease and strokes.
4 Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS)/
spastic colon. Fibre is the component
of plant foods that your body can’t
digest and is found in fruits, vegeta-

bles, wholewheat products and many
breakfast cereals (eg bran flakes). IBS
can be caused or exacerbated by an
imbalance of fibre in your diet. There-
fore manipulating your fibre intake can
have a favourable effect on IBS symp-
toms.

5. Gout. Gout can be caused by many
factors including being overweight
and/or having too many foods that are
high in purine. Purine is a compound,
which is found in such foods as red
meat - especially organ meats, yeast,
anchovies and alcohol. Therefore low-
ering your intake of these high-purine
foods, as well as attaining and main-
taining a healthy weight, can help to aid
and prevent gout.

Therefore an overall move to a heal-
thier lifestyle and a balanced diet can
help to manage these common condi-
tions and improve your overall wellbeing.

Call 011 728-8909/ 083-244-0163
for more information.
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Phillip Valentine Tobias -
an extraordlnary man

LIONEL SLIER

AN EXHIBITION of the life and work
of Professor Phillip Tobias - “Of
Hominids and Mankind” - is current-
ly being hosted by the Rabbi Cyril
Harris Community Centre in
Johannesburg. It runs until March
26.

To celebrate the opening of this
event, a celebration was held at the
RHCC, attended by many of the lead-
ing personalities in the Johan-
nesburg Jewish community.

On the screen in the auditorium,
was a projected photograph of Prof
Tobias and the words: “As if he were
my brother. Philip Valentine Tobias,
a valiant opponent of racism and
injustice.”

Welcoming the packed hall, Hazel
Cohen, a co-director of the RHCC
said Tobias was one of South Africa’s
greatest sons “and we all acknowl-
edge the contribution he has made to
world knowledge in the fields of
paleo-anthropology, genetics and
anatomy. Besides being a scientific
giant, he also was, his entire life, a
dedicated humanitarian - “a true
Renaissance Man”, she said.

Prof Trefor Jenkins, a lifelong col-
league and friend of Tobias - and
himself a distinguished scientist -
paid tribute to Tobias. Jenkins
worked at Wits under Tobias after
1953.

Tobias enrolled at Wits Medical
School in 1943 and rose to become
president of the National Union of
South African Students (NUSAS).

In 1948 the National Party won the
general elections and it officially
started the apartheid era - and a life-
long opposition by Tobias to the
apartheid system with its harsh sepa-
ration laws and unscientific racial
ideas.

Tobias joined the staff of the Wits
Medical School and went on numer-
ous expeditions into Africa to study
the local peoples. In 1951 he joined
the French-sponsored Panhard expe-
dition as the doctor and this allowed
him contact with the San peoples -
which became a lifetime work.

As further apartheid laws were
enacted, Tobias vocally stated that
they made genetic nonsense and that
it was absurd to categorise people. He
began applying his knowledge to a
growing social problem and the Wits

Professors Phillip Tobias and Trefor
Jenkins.

campus underwent a conversion.

Tobias is on record as saying:
“Opposing racism is a life-long pas-
sion.”

Jenkins called his old friend “a
reformer of South African society”.
Tobias, for instance, took students to
Orlando in Soweto where they were
addressed by the iconic anti-
apartheid priest, Father Trevor
Huddleston.

The Extension of University
Education Act which cynically closed
entrance to “white” universities to
blacks, caused great trauma to
Tobias and he took public issue with
this on academic, scientific and
humanitarian grounds.

Another major issue for Tobias
was the inquest into the death in
police custody of black conscious-
ness activist Steve Biko. The inquest
ruled that the doctors who were (sup-
posed to be) in attendance to the seri-
ously injured Biko, were not derelict
in their duties.

With great tenacity, Tobias togeth-
er with Advocate Sidney Kentridge,
led the objections to these findings
with the result that one of the doctors
was suspended and the other was
struck off the medical roll.

The fate and humiliation of a San
woman, Saartjie Baartman, caused
Tobias great concern. Baartman,
born in 1795, was taken to England
and France where she was put on
exhibition because of her “unusual
anatomy”. She died, aged 27 from TB
and a cast was made of her brain and
her genitalia and placed in a museum
as some sort of “freak show”.

This exploitation caused Tobias,
with the support of the ANC govern-
ment, to approach the French gov-
ernment in 2002 to return Baar-

tman’s remains to South Africa. She
was given a dignified burial at
Hankey in the Eastern Cape.

The scientific academic boycott
against South Africa because of the
apartheid government, instead of
helping to bring about change in the
country, caused the Nationalist gov-
ernment to react with even greater
rigidity. Tobias maintained that sci-
ence should not be a tool for boycotts
and he queried as to whether scientif-
ic boycotts were ever justified.

In 1980, as dean of the Wits Medical
School, Tobias became disillusioned
with the SA Medical and Dental
Council and he instituted at Wits, the
Ethical and Professional Standards
Committee which unashamedly took
on the role of the Medical and Dental
Council... It had a profound impact
on the profession - and it still exists.

Prof Jenkins ended: “Tobias
served as a role model for those of us
who have known him personally and
for the many more who have known
him through his writings.

“I wish to commend the South
African Jewish community for the
support that it has given to this
remarkable man for the mounting of
this first-class exhibition, portraying
his life and work.

“Philip, long may you continue to
challenge, chide and inspire us all.
Bravo, brother Philip!”

In a brief reply Tobias said he was
much more used to organising exhi-
bitions than making one of himself.
“I have been putting on exhibitions
at the Wits Medical School for 50
years.”

He wanted to know - tongue in
cheek - whether it just a coincidence
“that this meeting was being held on
St Valentine’s Day, (as his middle
name is Valentine). However, my
name has nothing to do with an
ancient saint.”

He reminded the audience that his
family in Britain were Anglo-Jewish
Publishers who issued the first
Hebrew-English Bible. His family
was also connected with the Jewish
Chronicle the oldest Jewish publica-
tion still in existence.

Tobias concluded: “I have loved
every aspect of my life; I have been
acutely sensitive to South Africa,
Israel and our divided world.”

His standing ovation lasted for
many minutes.

enjoy their schooling.

For choice and opportunity in a warm and vibrant
Jewish environment, that's Mount Scopus Memorial
College - Melbourne's leading Jewish Day School.

We combine a holistic education of excellence with
engaging Jewish learning and experiences. Our

wide subject choices, great facilities and extensive
co-curricular opportunities ensure that students
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Coming to Melbourne?

You'll want a great school for your children!

Mount Scopus Memorial College
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Our happy students are high achievers, too:
Mount Scopus is one of the top 10 schools in Victoria.

The Scopus community has welcomed many South
African families, and we'd love to welcome you! For more
information or to make an appointment with us in
Johannesburg please call Gina Elais, Registrar, on

+613 9834 0000 or emall admissions@scopus.vic.edu.aw.

Fee assistance is available.
Visit our web site and request your free DVD!

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

JCPA ENDORSES TWO-STATE SOLUTION

ATLANTA - The Jewish Council for Public Affairs on Tuesday
endorsed for the first time a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

At its annual plenum in Atlanta, the body, an umbrella organi-
sation representing 14 national Jewish groups and 125 local Jewish
community relations councils, resolved that "the organised
American Jewish community should affirm its support for two
independent, democratic and economically viable states - the
Jewish state of Israel and a state of Palestine - living side-by-side
in peace and security".

The resolution also included compromise language reflecting
American Jewry's "diverse views about current and future policies
of the Israeli government towards settlements", and blamed the
standstill in the peace process on Palestinian intransigence.

It appeared to pass unanimously, though the Orthodox Union,
which has been outspoken in objecting to any deal to share or
divide Jerusalem, had considered abstaining.

According to one of its officers, David Luchins, the OU was sat-
isfied with the final text, but still felt it represented an attempt to
"micromanage" the peace process.

The resolution came about in response to recent events like the
seizure of Gaza, the "reconstitution" of the Palestinian Authority
and the latest US-backed peace initiative, said the JCPA's senior
associate executive director, Martin Raffel. (JTA)

AMERICAN, ISRAELI RABBIS REACH CONVERSION DEAL

NEW YORK - American Orthodox rabbis have reached an agree-
ment with the Israeli Chief Rabbinate on conversion.

The Rabbinical Council of America, the main umbrella group of
Modern Orthodox rabbis, announced on Tuesday that it had estab-
lished a network of North American rabbinical courts for conver-
sion that is recognised by the Israeli Chief Rabbinate.

The agreement brings to a close a longstanding dispute that had
led Israel's Sephardic chief rabbi, Shlomo Amar, to announce that
the rabbinate would no longer recognise any conversions per-
formed outside Israel.

An agreement appeared to be in reach last year, but the RCA
cancelled a news conference to announce the accord at the last
minute after a report appeared saying the Israeli rabbinate intend-
ed to retain the right to authorise all rabbis wishing to perform
conversions.

Under the new deal, the rabbinate has authorised some 15 courts
and 40 rabbis to perform conversions.

New courts wishing to perform conversions would be required
to undergo a vetting process overseen by the RCA, with final
approval given by two leading rabbis at Yeshiva University,
Hershel Schachter and Mordechai Willig, in consultation with a
representative of the Chief Rabbinate. (JTA)

IRAN MUST PAY FOR '92 BOMBING

WASHINGTON - A US judge has ordered Iran to pay $33 million to
the family of a US-born Israeli diplomat killed in a 1992 bombing.

In a ruling on Monday, US District Judge Ellen Segal Huvelle
held Iran liable for the attack on the Israeli Embassy in Argentina,
which Kkilled 29 people, including diplomat David Ben-Rafael.

Iran's Lebanese proxy militia, Hezbollah, took responsibility for
the bombing.

The ruling is one of a string in recent years holding Iran respon-
sible for Hamas- or Hezbollah-orchestrated terrorist attacks
against Americans.

Iran has refused to acknowledge or comply with the rulings,
which have resulted from default judgments in the absence of an
Iranian defence.

Plaintiffs have sought to seize Iranian assets in the United States
and Europe to collect on their judgments, albeit with limited suc-
cess.

Last September, a federal judge ruled that Iran must pay $2,65
billion to the families of the 241 US service members Killed in the
1983 bombing of the US Marines barracks in Beirut. (JTA)
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LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

IRKED BY the slow rate of progress in
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, major Arab
players are threatening to withdraw their
offer to normalise ties with Israel once a
Palestinian state is established.

Underlying the Arab reassessment is a
deeper problem: Arab belief in the viability
of “the two-state solution”. Israel and
Palestine at peace, is diminishing. And the
worry in Jerusalem is that this growing lack
of confidence could undermine the fragile
negotiating process so carefully put in place
at the regional peace conference in
Annapolis, Maryland, last November.

The Arab offer to normalise ties with
Israel, was part of the 2002 Arab League
peace plan initiated by Saudi Arabia. The
idea was to give Israel an added incentive to
make peace with the Palestinians.

Now, however, in the run-up to anew Arab
League summit slated for Damascus in late
March, the Saudis seem to be having second
thoughts.

Pointing to the slow advance in the peace
talks, for which he blamed Israel, Saudi
Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal told
a gathering of Arab and South American
foreign ministers in Argentina on February
21 that “despair will force us to review these
options”. Faisal accused Israel of sabotaging
the Arab League peace plan, which he said
was now “facing great danger”.

Arab League officials were quick to take
their cue. They complained that Israel had
not responded positively to the Arab peace
initiative, so there was little point in leaving
it on the table. The Arabs had extended the
hand of peace, but now they faced “unprece-
dented Israeli obstinacy”, Arab League
Secretary-General Amr Moussa declared.

Moderate Arab states such as Saudi
Arabia, Egypt and Jordan, had hoped that a
two-state solution, followed by a general
Arab accommodation with Israel, would
weaken the radicals and pave the way for
regional stability.

But concern is growing that with the Gaza
Strip controlled by the radical Hamas and
the West Bank dotted with Jewish settle-
ments, any future Palestinian state would be
truncated and unviable - and as such a
source of friction rather than a guarantor of
stability.

Egypt, which shares a border with Gaza,
and Jordan which borders on the West
Bank, are particularly worried. Both still see
the two-state solution as a major strategic
interest, but are growing more sceptical
over the chances of achieving it.

The Egyptians, in particular, were jolted
by the sight of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians streaming over the Gaza border
into Egyptian territory with the collapse of
the Rafah border fence last month. They
were distressed as well to hear some Israelis
suggest that Egypt take responsibility for
Gaza, as it had until the Israeli occupation in
1967.

In Jordan, the fear is that if a moderate
Palestinian state is not established soon,
Hamas radicals will gain control of the West
Bank and pose a direct threat to the
Hashemite Kingdom. So when Egypt and

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Are Arabs backing off two-state solution?

Jordan warn that the chances for a two-state
solution are eroding, it is at least partly to
press Israel to move more quickly toward
one.

The Saudi and Arab League warnings
could be seen in this light, too: The growing
scepticism about the two-state option is very
real. For a full-fledged Palestinian state,
including the West Bank and Gaza, to
emerge, first there would have to be an
accommodation between  Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas’ mod-
erate Fatah movement and the Iranian-
backed Hamas.

This is the thrust of much behind-the-
scenes Saudi, Egyptian and Jordanian diplo-
macy. Indeed, they reportedly are pressing
Hamas to agree to cede its control of Gaza at
the upcoming Arab League summit. But
they are well aware that the chances of that
happening are extremely low given Iran’s
unyielding opposition to anything that
might help the moderate camp.

Worse for the two-state option: Many
Palestinian intellectuals, including some
close to Abbas, are questioning its merits. In
a seminal op-ed in the British Guardian
newspaper, Oxford-based scholar Ahmad
Samih Khalidi - sometimes referred to as
“Abbas’ brain” - argued: “Today, the

Palestinian state is largely a punitive con-
struct devised by the Palestinians’ worst his-
torical enemies, Israel and its implacable
ally, the US.

“The intention behind the state today is to
constrain Palestinian aspirations territori-
ally, to force them to give up on their moral
rights, renege on their history and submit to
Israel’s dictates on fundamental issues of
sovereignty.

“The temptation,” Khalidi added later, “is
to say thanks but no thanks.”

Instead, Khalidi warned that the
Palestinians could “evoke (Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud) Olmert’s worst nightmare”,
and go for a single state, “a genuine partner-
ship in sharing the land” on the basis of one
man, one vote.

Other Palestinians are suggesting that
barring major progress toward viable state-
hood by December, the Palestinian
Authority should dissolve itself and hand
the keys back to the Israeli military govern-
ment. The struggle then would not be for
statehood but for equal rights in a single bi-
national state.

This scenario is indeed one of Olmert’s
worst nightmares. On the last day of the
Annapolis summit he declared that if the
two-state solution collapsed, “Israel is fin-

ished”. What he meant was that in a one-
man, one-vote unitary state - Israel and
Palestine together - the eventual Palestinian
majority would spell the end of the Zionist
notion of independent Jewish statehood.

Olmert and Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni
claim they are making every effort to reach
a deal that would pre-empt the one-state
drive. Livni meets former Palestinian
Authority Prime Minister Ahmad Qureia on
an almost daily basis to discuss the core
issues of borders, Jerusalem and refugees;
other teams are working on every conceiv-
able element of relations between Israel and
a future Palestine.

What makes gauging progress almost
impossible is the fact that Livni and Qureia
have imposed an effective news blackout.
The lack of any record of progress has led
some observers to conclude there is none,
and this is what the Saudis and other Arab
players are finding so frustrating.

Then again, Olmert in private reportedly
claims that he and Abbas already have
wrapped up everything. If this is indeed the
case, the two-state solution may still be
saved. If not, the prospects for Israel, the
Palestinians and the region as a whole look
bleak. The window of opportunity for two
states for two peoples could be closing. (JTA)
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Jewish Report

Emigration not just
about numbers

THE CONTENT of last week’s issue of the
Jewish Report, which focused on the “vexed”
question of emigration, has evoked a wide
range of strongly felt responses from our read-
ers in this country, and from Canada,
Australia, Israel and other places.

As we knew when we decided to open this
debate, the question of emigration is very
complex - not simply about numbers and logis-
tics, but faith, meaning and identity. In this
issue we publish some of the responses - three
articles and two letters (pages 10, 11, 14).

On the question of numbers, Ofer Dahan,
who heads the Israel Centre and whose job is
to promote aliyah, argues passionately in a let-
ter that the numbers of actual and potential
emigrants are far higher than has been por-
trayed. He accuses our leadership of failing
the community by not sufficiently acknowl-
edging this and sounding the alarm.

Relating more to the “human” aspects, Sue
Jackson, speaking from the vantage point of
Victor Frankl’s philosophy, emphasises how
hard it is psychologically both for those who
emigrate and for those who remain here. She
argues that it is crucial for both groups of peo-
ple to find “meaning” and purpose in their sit-
uations, and that despite the difficulties, they
can choose how they react to it.

Rabbi Yossy Goldman repeats the argument
he made nine years ago in this paper, which he
holds is still completely valid. He believes
there are numerous very good reasons for peo-
ple to stay in this country - he specifically lists
several - and live a good Jewish and South
African life.

Lael Bethlehem writes as one who was
active in the struggle against apartheid and
currently holds a key leadership post in the
development of this country’s vibrant com-
mercial hub - Johannesburg. She points to the
incredible advances this country has made
since 1994, which should augur well for the
future, but she also recognises that “stormy
seas” lie ahead, which will require the partici-
pation of all of us to confront.

Among other emotions, the emigration
issue is also riddled with different kinds of
guilt feelings. Colin Silberman reacts against
the tendency of some people to harshly judge
those who emigrate to Australia or other
places rather than Israel. Israel is not for
everyone, he argues, and going to Oz was the
best decision for him.

Is our communal leadership failing to lead
properly and acknowledge the dire circum-
stances, as Dahan claims? There are many
more facets to this emigration conundrum
than we could explore, with validity for differ-
ent people. Indeed, it is an intensely personal
matter: for those who stay and watch their
friends, relatives and colleagues leave and who
must reconstitute their lives here without
them; and for those who leave their friends,
relatives and colleagues behind to face the dif-
ficult process of adjusting to another country.

It would be odd if all our leaders spoke with
one voice on this painful issue. The communi-
ty would not believe them. Leaders feel the
same conflicting emotions as other people.

Ultimately, life is more about meaning than
numbers. For those who can find meaning in
the challenges of this country and the life it
offers, there are a thousand good reasons to
stay. For those who are drawn to leave - and
who are able to do so - meaning has to be found
elsewhere.

Remember the eight soldiers

Among the many victims of conflict during
the 60 years since Israel’s founding, there are
eight Israeli soldiers who were Kidnapped or
missing in action at different times. Their fam-
ilies have been left with the agonising situa-
tion of limbo, of not knowing what has hap-
pened to their loved ones. The soldiers are
Gilad Schalit, Eldad Regev, Udi Goldwasser,
Zecharya Baumel, Zvi Feldman, Yehuda Katz,
Guy Hever and Ron Arad. As Jews and people,
we will never give up trying to bring them
home, and never forget the suffering of their
families.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

The cynical art of debunking

IN THE June 9 2001 issue of the Spectator,
Paul Johnson identified Lytton Strachey’s
Eminent Victorians as a turning point in
modern-day British culture.

Published in 1918, this collection of four
monographs on the lives of such iconic
Victorian-age personalities as Florence
Nightingale and Thomas Arnold, was unde-
niably witty but it was also insidiously irrev-
erent, systematically deflating its subjects by
making them look like cranks and power-
hungry hypocrites. Thus was the “debunk-
ing” school of historical writing born.

Writes Johnson: “We have been hacking
away at our heroes ever since, toppling them,
pounding them to fragments, smearing them
with the filth and corrosive venom of our
worst imaginings, and spitting on what is
left.”

In the same Spectator issue, opera critic
Michael Tanner made a similar observation,
commenting that that “the generosity and
poise of Mozart’s view of humanity” was
something that today’s producers and musi-
cians found “impossible, or even undesirable
to emulate”.

An exception was the decidedly more cyn-
ical Cosi fan Tutte, “whose ambiguities suit
the climate of feeling in which we live, care-
fully protecting ourselves against being
taken in by the possibility that human
beings can be sincere in claiming to have
intense feelings, or can be noble, or truly for-
giving, or trustworthy”.

One could cite numerous other examples
of this kind of trendy rubbishing of such tra-
ditional values as patriotism, self-sacrifice,
chastity or courage in modern-day Western
culture. My own favourite example is the
progressive belittling of the Fanny Price
character in Jane Austin’s Mansfield Park,
on the grounds that she is too “insipid” (that
is to say, sweet natured, chaste, modest and
unfailingly tenacious in adhering to appro-
priate standards of public conduct).

A degree of sluttishness would seem to be
a prerequisite for being taken seriously by
today’s literary critics.

There is a defeatism and a debilitating
hopelessness at the heart of all this. It is
really both a cause and a result of a broader
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trend of a declining sense of idealism, cul-
tural confidence and national self-belief
that is draining the inner vitality of
Western societies.

Invariably going hand in hand with it is
the modern-day scourge of moral and cul-
tural relativism - insidious abdications of
intellectual integrity that discourage any
kind of striving for absolute truths.

Israel, whose intelligentsia identifies so
strongly with the Western democracies,
has unfortunately imbibed a great deal of
these ways of thinking. The post-Zionist
movement in the media and academia has
already done much to drain its society of
the kind of fiery idealism that was so cru-
cial in bringing the state into being in the
first place.

It has become all too fashionable to
belittle Israel’s heroes. One of these casu-
alties has been the great modern Jewish
warrior-pioneer Joseph Trumpeldor, who
died in defence of the Yishuv and whose
last words were a Nelson-like affirmation
of the virtues of sacrificing all for one’s
country and one’s people.

According to the post-Zionist pop band
HaDag Nachash, Trumpeldor died “spit-
ting green goo” and his famous slogan “It
is good to die for our country” was distort-
ed to “It is good to spit on our country”.

If this is the kind of popular culture the
Israeli youth are imbibing, how can one
expect them to succeed against the kind of
highly motivated, well-armed and wholly
merciless enemies, implacably committed
to their destruction - enemies who are
only too willing to die for their particular
cause?

Letzonot - usually translated as “mock-
ery” - is considered a serious sin in
Judaism because of the power it has to

make light of serious things and thereby
diminish them.

As the saying goes, one scoffing answer
can turn aside a thousand rebukes. There
is indeed something Amalek-like about
how contemporary scoffers go about dous-
ing the flames of enthusiasm for any high-
er cause, leaving their societies bewil-
dered and apathetic.

This was the “cooling effect” that
Amalek’s original attack in the desert
had on the Jewish people. The Amalekian
philosophy is at its core a profoundly
nihilistic one. Amalek believes in nothing
and cunningly seeks to persuade others
that all higher beliefs, principles and
strivings are likewise futile and meaning-
less.

Oswald Spengler was surely correct in
his belief that a society without idealism,
no matter how wealthy, developed and
technologically advanced it might be, is
doomed to inexorable decline and eventu-
al dissolution.

This is as true for the Jewish people as
it is for everyone - perhaps even more so
since it is idealism, not material power,
that has sustained them over more than
three millennia and enabled them to tri-
umphantly outlive even the greatest
empires that once dominated the world
stage before disintegrating and sinking
forever into the sand.

One thing is certain, and that is that
Israel will not have the opportunity of
receding comfortably into the resigned
self-indulgence of a Sweden or a
Netherlands.

Whether the Israeli people like it or not,
they are locked in a fight to the finish
against the implacable twin forces of
Jihadism and Arab nationalism. With
Zionism a spent and increasingly discred-
ited force, it is becoming a race against
time to bring the nation back to its true
calling as “Avdei Hashem” - servants of
the Almighty for Whose Torah the Jewish
people have throughout history been pre-
pared to die and through which guiding
ideal they have guaranteed their own sur-
vival.

The freedom to choose

SUE JACKSON

“Everything can be taken from a man but
one thing, the last of the human freedoms - to
choose one’s attitude in any given set of cir-
cumstances, to choose one’s own way.”
Viktor Frankl

MUCH HAS been written and spoken in the
media about the so-called “Chicken Run” tak-
ing place in our country at present. Those who
are staying behind are being accused of being
ostriches with their heads buried in the sand,
refusing to see the reality of the situation.

If we leave, we become chickens on the run
and if we stay, we stay as ostriches. What is it
to be?

Perhaps it is time to notice a characteristic
common to both birds - namely that of
courage. Have you seen a mother hen coura-
geously trying to protect her chicks from dan-
ger, or witnessed an ostrich charge at anyone
who dares approach her young?

Are these birds intimidated by fear? I think
not. Therefore, being a chicken or an ostrich is
not an insult after all. Or is it?

The word “courage” derives from the
French word couer which means heart. Take
heart and remember that courage presents
itself in many packages. The decision
whether to stay in South Africa or to leave this
country, requires much soul searching,
anguish and indeed courage. This is of course
presuming that you have a choice.

A friend of mine, a single mother of three,
does not have the means to leave and she con-
siders herself lucky not to have to make this
choice. Her responsibility is to make the best
life for her family, right here, now.

Leaving your country of origin, your family,
friends, community and support system is one
of the most difficult decisions you will ever
make. It will take enormous courage and emo-
tional energy to begin a new life elsewhere.

Viktor Frankl talks of responsibility as
being a unique human quality - as humans
we have the freedom to choose our own
way, but freedom without responsibility
can turn into chaos.

If you have decided to leave South Africa,
do so with responsibility and without hav-
ing to justify your move, by verbally
destroying the country that has been your
home until now. Try to leave without fear,
anger, resentment and hatred.

It is your choice to leave, but do you need
to try to persuade everyone else to leave
with you? Think carefully of the words you
use. Is it necessary to repeat all the horror
stories? You who are leaving may be afraid;
please remember that the many who stay
have fears too.

When you settle in your new country,
don’t betray us further - have some loyalty
for the family, friends, colleagues and fel-
low-South Africans you leave behind.
Remember the good of the men and women
who have worked in your businesses,
helped raise your children, tended your
garden and befriended you.

Your choice has undoubtedly taken
courage. You will be faced with your own
challenges. Take your unique talents and
choose to make a positive difference in your
new country.

Challenges and tasks are part and parcel
of the human existence. As each of us is
unique, the challenges and tasks we are
given are profoundly personal to us alone.
We may believe we can escape these tasks
by emigrating, but tasks precede us. They
wait to be fulfilled.

They may present in different guises but
the challenge to overcome them remains
uniquely ours. Therein lies our growth, our
ultimate destiny. Whether we leave South
Africa or remain here, we are given our
lives for a purpose; it remains our responsi-

bility to find the meaning in all our life
challenges.

For those who stay, it will take courage to
remain steadfast in this decision. There
will be times you question if your decision
has been the correct one, especially when
you are bombarded by bad news, rising
crime rates, Aids statistics, electricity cuts,
etc.

Keep heart, you have your own chal-
lenges and tasks to overcome here. You can
make the choice to do what Mahatma
Ghandi suggested: “Become the change you
want to see.”

Change of attitude does not happen
overnight - take small steps at first.

Instead of being part of a crowd knock-
ing every aspect of South Africa, choose to
step aside. Strengthen your resolve to stay
here by being with people who lift you up,
rather than being with those who pull you
down into their own negativity.

Be vigilant, be careful but do not be para-
noid.

I sense a feeling of mass hysteria at the
moment, fed by fear.

Many of you have stood at the gravesides
of innocent people, murdered in cold blood.
We are entitled to be righteously angry at
these senseless Killings and horrified by the
brutality of the crimes. It is natural to fear
for your lives and the lives of your loved
ones.

Let us remember our freedom - the free-
dom to choose our attitude. It is not neces-
sary to become an optimist, denying the
reality of your circumstances. Rather you
can choose to take a stand, face these chal-
lenges and become the best person you can
be.

Ultimately, man should not ask what the
meaning of his life is, but must recognise
that it is HE who is asked. In a word, each
man is questioned by life, and he can only
answer to life by being responsible.

I wish all the courageous “chickens” and
“ostriches” strength as your future unfolds.



