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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Give with a full heart

ONE OF the great mysteries of
life lies in how we can achieve
peace of mind. Many of us
achieve great wealth but even
then are not happy. In order to
live a fulfilled life, we need to
have the correct attitude towards
material possessions.

At the end of the Ten
Commandments in last week’s
parsha, we find the “signature”
of the Ten Commandments,
“Thou shalt not covet...” (See last
week’s Parsha column by Rabbi
Yossy Goldman).

I would like to examine the
first words of this week’s parsha:
“And these are the judgments
that you shall place before them.”

This verse introduces laws of
property, damages and civil
claims. The rabbis comment that
when a parsha starts off with a
vav - “and” - it is connecting the
current parsha to the previous
one.

The Sforno comments that this
is specifically connected to the
commandment “Thou shalt not
covet”. In other words, in order

PARSHAT
MISHPATIM

Rabbi Ron Hendler
Northfield Shul

for civil society to function and
for property rights to be respect-
ed, one must first consider “Thou
shalt not covet”. This is the solu-
tion for an amicable settlement of
monetary claims.

In introducing examples of
civil law, the very next verse
deals with the Hebrew slave. If a
Jewish person was found guilty of
theft and could not repay the
money, he was expected to serve a
master for six years to repay his
debt to society and in the seventh
year he was freed.

This law is obviously not prac-
tical today but we can ask why
the Torah uses this as the first
example in the Laws of Property.

I would suggest that the institu-

tion of the Hebrew slave was an
unusual type of ownership. The
master “owned” the slave for six
years and he could utilise any
skills and labour which the slave
was capable of providing. After a
period of six years, he was
obliged to let the slave go free and
this was not an easy challenge.
One got used to free labour in
having somebody constantly “on
call”.

In fact, Jewish history shows
that people did not always find it
easy to relinquish their mastery
over their Hebrew slaves. It is this
point which the Torah wishes to
emphasise: It is precisely because
the master had free access to his
slave’s abilities, that honouring
the slave’s freedom in the seventh
year presents him with a great
challenge. He needs to recognise
that this relationship has now
irrevocably changed.

There are people who use
objects and gifts as weapons.
Even after they have given a gift,
they demand it back when the
friendship sours. A person may
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Sponsored by:
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Solutions
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donate something to a shul and
when he has a faribel with the
community, he demands his
donation back.

The Torah is teaching us that
one needs to relinquish com-
pletely and absolutely his rights
to an object, once he has legally
given them up.

In considering the Tenth
Commandment “Thou shalt not
covet”, we can now add a new
dimension: When you give gifts,
give them with a full heart and
give forever.

Shabbat Shalom!

Jovtiul dedicaiof 2 ifrei Torah

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN
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TWO SIFREI Torah were dedicat-
ed to the Herzlia Middle School in
a joyful Hachnassat Sefer Torah
ceremony at the school last week.
One was presented by the Resnick
family in honour of their parents
and grandparents, the late Bennie
and Beatrice Resnick and the
other by the Berk family to mark
the occasion of their cousin Abe
Swersky’s 80th birthday.

The “Resnick Torah” has been
used for all male family members’
smachot for five generations and
on his deathbed, Bennie stipulated
that it should be repaired and
loaned to the school indefinitely,
according to his daughter-in-law,
Lynette. By “coincidence”,
Bennie’s yahrzeit was due to fall
the day after the Torah dedication
which also happened to be his late
(first) wife’s birthday. Resnick’s
widow, Judy, also attended the
event.

Herzlia learners excitedly lined
the road leading to the school to
await the arrival of the Sifrei
Torah. Adding to the festive
atmosphere was the presence of
singing and dancing bochurim
from the Cyril and Ann Harris
Yeshiva of Cape Town, rabbis and
communal leaders. Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein flew down from
Johannesburg especially for the
occasion.

Principal Geoff Cohen des-
cribed the Torah as “a blueprint
for how we should run our lives
and the most important educa-
tional tool that we have”. It was
therefore most appropriate that
the donation was being made to an
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Howard Katzeff (left) and David Resnick surrounded by learners at the Hachnassat Sefer Torah ceremony

at Herzlia Middle School.

educational institution, he noted.

Referring to the dedication of
the two Sifrei Torah, Rabbi
Goldstein said there could be no
more precious occasion. “Show
me any other people in the world
that will accord this honour to a
book,” he challenged, describing
it as “our most precious posses-
sion”.

He added: “The very future of
the Jewish people is dependent on
that Torah and that’s why it’s so
important to read it, understand it
and make it part of our lives.”

Chairman of the United Herzlia
Schools (UHS), Alison Katzeff,

pointed out that Commandment
613 required everyone to write
their own Torah scroll. “Luckily
the law does make allowances for
personal circumstances and dedi-
cating a Sefer Torah certainly fits
the bill,” she said.

Paying tribute to her cousin,
Abe Swersky, on behalf of the
Berk family, Katzeff spoke of
“Uncle Abe’s years of extreme
loyalty and family dedication.
Your record of achievement in
the law profession is remarkable
and Cape Town has been the rich-
er for it”.

She referred to Resnick as “an

uncle to the Jewish community of
Cape Town. He lived and served
with so much love and so much
heart.”

Rabbi Ephraim Levitz, newly-
appointed executive head of
Jewish studies at the UHS who
was welcomed at the ceremony,
appealed to the learners present
not to be “freeloaders” in their
lives. “There’s no such thing as a
free lunch,” he stressed.

“Take the special moments that
G-d provides seriously to heart
and translate some of that beauty
and joy we’re experiencing into
an action,” he said.
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Senseless killing stuns community

RITA LEWIS

HE WAS waiting for his 16-year-old
son to finish soccer practice at
Balfour Park Soccer Club in
Johannesburg on Monday after-
noon - as he had done umpteen
times before - sitting in his car
talking to his father, Jack, on his
cellphone, when he was “casually”
gunned down by some apparent
hijackers running past. An inno-
cent bystander and another statis-
tic in the horrific crime rate bring-
ing the country to its knees.
Another family shattered.

The Jewish Report has learnt
that Cohen senior said that while
he was talking to Sheldon, the
phone went dead.

When Noah Cohen finished his
soccer practice, his father, Sheldon
(47), wouldn’t take him home this
time. Sheldon had been callously
shot through the closed window of
his car while waiting in the park-
ing area for Noah to finish his soc-
cer practice A police theory is that
the three young would-be hijack-
ers - they had shortly before the
shooting unsuccessfully tried to
hijack the nearby car of Jos Miller,
a mother who had also been wait-
ing for her son, Dean and to steal
her cellphone - might have thought
Sheldon was on the phone to the
police.

“This is an absolutely horrific,
senseless Killing,” said Mark Abro
the head coach at Balfour Park
Soccer club who was there when
the shocking event happened. “He
was such a good, philanthropic
man. You cannot believe the num-
ber of underprivileged youngsters
Sheldon helped.

“He assisted everyone in so

many ways - materially, with spon-
sorships, with money, with dona-
tions...

“What are those kids going to do
now? Who is going to be there for
them now?” an angry Abro asked.
“What on earth was the point of
the killing?”

Abro said he had been at the soc-
cer club on Monday evening when
he and some others had heard a
scream and then gunshots. He said
they all ran in the direction of the
sounds and found Cohen slumped
in his car. He had been shot in the
neck.

Abro said: “He looked very bad.
Hatzollah responded immediately
and were there in the space of a
few minutes but they could do
nothing. It was too late.”

He said it appeared that the
robbers had intended to hijack a
car and that Cohen, a former
chief executive of electronics
group Amalgamated Appliances
(Amaps), who was talking to his
father - non-executive chairman of
Amaps - on his cellphone, just hap-
pened to be in the wrong place at
the wrong time.

Betty Cohen, Sheldon’s mother,
said father and son were dis-
cussing what Sheldon would like
his father to buy him for his birth-
day - which was on Wednesday,
when Sheldon would have turned
48. She said her husband told her
that Sheldon had replied that there
was nothing that he wanted. He
had said he was lucky because he
already had everything.

He was buried on Wednesday,
January 30 - his birthday.

His mother recalled that Sheldon
had been a model student “who
had the ability to get on with every-

Sheldon
Cohen who
was shot at
Balfour Park
Soccer Club
while sitting
in his car talk-
ing to his
father on his
cellphone.

one and also wanted to help every-
one”. He attended Highlands North
Boys High School, where he was
head boy. He also held the position
of junior mayor.

Sheldon obtained an MBA from
Harvard and spent some time in
Boston, but found the call of his
family too strong. He returned to
South Africa, his homeland, about
which he was passionately proud.

The Killing which has shaken
the Jewish community to the core
was the subject of discussion on
Talk Radio 702 on Tuesday morn-
ing. During the programme a
caller who was in tears said she
knew Cohen well. “He was the
kindest, most gentle of men, who
wouldn’t hurt a fly.”

Many other callers also phoned
in, in impotent rage, condemning
the rampant crime.

Sheldon was so proud of Noah,
who was scheduled to play goal-
keeper for the under-19 team of the
Balfour Alexandra Soccer Club in
the Metropolitan Soccer Cup in
Cape Town in March.

Cohen is survived by his wife
Lesley, three children, two boys
Noah and Zak, 16 and 13 respec-
tively and a daughter Aerin 4, as
well as his parents Jack and Betty
Cohen.
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Glass fom the window of the car in which Sheldon Cohen was shot and
murdered, at the Balfour Park soccer club. (PHOTO: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

Jos Miller told of how one of
three robbers had pulled open the
door of her car in the parking lot of
the soccer club and had demanded
her cellphone.

“I started screaming after he
(the robber) started hitting me and
Ijust heard a loud popping sound.”

She jumped out of her car and
ran to other parents also watch-
ing the soccer practice. Sheldon
Cohen had been sitting in his blue

Toyota Rav4, three cars away,
talking to his father. They shot
Cohen through the closed window
of his car. His car radio had been
playing and the police believe he
didn’t even hear Ms Miller’s
scream.

John Kilian, another parent
watching the soccer practice, said
they only became aware of what
had happened when Cohen senior
arrived at the scene in a panic.
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CT community honours Jill
and Mendel Kaplan

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THIS CITY’S Jewish community
has honoured Mendel and Jill
Kaplan for their “unique contri-
bution to Cape Town Jewry and
their many acts of generosity and
humanitarianism” in the wider
community and Israel, in the
words of Jonathan Silke, chair-
man of the Western Province
Zionist Council (WPZC).

The event was held under the
auspices of the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies
(SAJBD) (Cape Council), the
United Jewish Campaign and the
WPZC.

Describing the “deeply reli-
gious” Kaplan as “a pioneer in the
area of social responsibility”, Silke said
that in 1989 he had said that it was “vital-
ly necessary” for companies to break
down racial prejudice and establish social
justice in their environments “and this he
practised to the full in his own business-
es”.

As examples of the benefactor’s gen-
erosity that had impacted significantly on
the cultural life of this community and
city, Silke mentioned the South African
Jewish Museum and the Kaplan Centre
for Jewish Studies and Research at the
University of Cape Town.

“It can safely be said that without the
Kaplan family, the Cape Town Jewish
community would have been infinitely
the poorer.”
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Jill Kaplan, Marco van Embden, Jonathan S|Ike, Owen
Futeran and Mendel Kaplan, at the community tribute to the
Kaplans.

Kaplan had attained the highest offices
in international Jewish life, he added,
having chaired the Board of Governors of
the Jewish Agency and the World Jewish
Congress - the first South African to have
occupied these positions.

“But it was not just the attainment of
these positions that must be stressed, but
the results that you achieved, among
which was the immense wave of Russian
aliyah and the dramatic aliyah from
Ethiopia.”

Referring to Jill Kaplan as “the perfect
companion in all situations and countries
and a wonderful hostess”, Silke expressed
the wish that the couple continue their
“very special work” in this community,
South Africa and Israel for many years to

come.

Mendel Kaplan replied that
the evening was really a tribute
to Jill, explaining that his entire
public life had been based on
her. Reflecting on his marriage
of 45 years, he said: “It’s been
great - I’'m not saying for her,
(but) for me!”

He also acknowledged the
influence past communal lead-
ers M H Goldschmidt and
Archie Sacks had had on him
and commended his brother,
Robert, and other business part-
ners “who allowed us to play the
role my father espoused with an
extraordinary amount of sup-
port”.

Saying that public acknowl-
edgement for their work was
“contrary to our entire weltan-
schauung (world view)”, he preferred to
thank the community “for enabling us to
play a role in making Cape Town what it
has become.

“You owe it to the future to do what
those in the past did for you,” he added,
“and I ask Cape Town to continue to
attend to the needs of the community as
you’ve done so well”.

The Kaplans were presented with an oil
painting of Table Mountain bordered by
emblems depicting their range of endeav-
ours in the city “where the early years of
this incredible journey of distinguished
service, leadership and generosity of spir-
it was nurtured and has continued”,
according to Owen Futeran, chairman of
SAJBD’s Cape Council.

It's - nearly - Israel Now Tour time again

REEVA FORMAN

THE ISRAEL Now Tour is in its fifth year
this year and has become part of South
African Jewish life. The tour takes place
every May and November and because the
focus changes, the itinerary of each tour is
different, reflecting the political-socio-eco-
nomic realities of Israel at the time of the
tour.

Needless to say, because of a rather tur-
bulent reality, a new itinerary is offered
every six months. So varied are the tours
that many people have been on them sever-
al times and never has there been any men-
tion of duplication.

When the first tour was held in
November 2002, we were literally the only
tourist bus in the parking area of Ben-
Gurion Airport and wherever we went we
were thanked by highly placed government
members to people in the streets, for com-
ing to Israel during the height of the second
intifada.

Five years later there is a very different
Israel. The economy is booming and the
tourist industry is flourishing. This has
resulted in most hotels already being
booked to capacity as we approach Israel’s
60th anniversary this year.

The 12th Israel Now Tour of last
November was important in that it reflect-
ed a historic interlude of apparent peace.
The focus of this tour was “Peace within
Israel’s borders and with her neighbours”.

However, the itinerary reflected much
more than that, exposing the deep desire to
look for the good and the positive in human
outreach in an attempt to establish peaceful
co-existence between peoples long involved
in religious and political conflict.

Even a small group such as the 22 dele-
gates of our recent tour meeting and inter-
acting with Israelis, Palestinians and Arabs
who believed in working together, is a step
in the direction of changing the harsh
stereotypical view of “The Other”.

In Israel we visited projects, both Israeli
NGOs and academic institutions, where we
talked with Jews, Muslims and Christians
who emphasised the harmony of their rela-
tionships and there was noticeably an obvi-
ously total lack of bias or discrimination on

Israel Now Tour in Aquaba at a JNF joint Israel-Jordan agricultural project. In front,
tour leader Reeva Forman with Jordan’s agricultural director, Sulaiman Ma-aita and
behind his colleague, Randa Al-Hawash from Amman. Delegates are from
Johannesburg, Cape Town and Pretoria.

all sides.

To mention just two of them: At WIZO’s
project, Ma’an in Tel Aviv, we met two 10-
year-old children, one Jewish, the other
Muslim, who had been rescued from a
street-children existence and who were
now under the care of a Jewish social work-
er whom they called “Abba”. What heart-
warming evidence it was of the Jewish tra-
dition in which in addition to looking after
your own, you extend that love and compas-
sion to “welcoming the stranger in your
midst” as it is written in our Holy Scripts.
We were indeed especially proud, that day,
to belong to the family of Eretz Israel.

The other project that I particularly want
to mention is a ground-breaking part of our
tour as it included, for the first time, a visit
to a neighbouring Arab state - Jordan. Our
first stop was Agaba where we saw the joint
JNF project between Israel and Jordan, the
“Arava Central and Northern Research
Development” aimed at the extermination
of the fruit fly which for centuries devastat-
ed agriculture in the Middle East.

An ingenious method has been developed
of breeding sterile fruit flies, which when
released in the area, led to a dramatic
decline in their numbers. The warm hospi-

tality that we received at the Aqgaba
Research Station certainly boded well for
the future possibilities of a prosperous
Middle East.

In Jordan we took the opportunity to visit
Petra, one of the Seven Wonders of the
World. It is impossible to portray the reality
of this ancient site, settled by the
Nabateans in 300 BCE and captured by the
Romans in 106 CE. This ancient city is
carved in the heart of a pink-rock moun-
tain cleft in two by an earthquake millenni-
ums ago. There were thousand of tourists
present at the site, including many from
Israel, viewing an amazing example of
what man and nature can create.

My thanks go to our sponsors who make
these tours such an enriching experience -
The Department for Zionist Activities,
WIZO, Telfed, SAZF, The Israel Centre,
JNF, WZO, IUA, Emunah, Universities IDC
and Ben-Gurion.

If only the worldwide media would pay
more attention to the positive human
endeavours in any conflict situation, it
would be vitally important in creating
awareness that co-operation and co-exis-
tence is not only possible but also sincerely
desired.

AROUND THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

US HEARING ADDRESSES
ANTI-SEMITISM

WASHINGTON - The US Helsinki
Commission has held a hearing on anti-
Semitism, part of a recent congressional
blitz on the topic.

The hearing on Tuesday addressed dif-
ficulties in tracking anti-Semitism in
Europe and heard from two officials
from the Organisation for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, a 55-member
body that in recent years has focused on
combating bias crimes in Europe.

Gert Weisskirchen, the top OSCE offi-
cial on anti-Semitism, said he often had
been obstructed in his attempts to assess
whether OSCE member states were
meeting commitments to combat anti-
Semitism or even to track its occurrence.
One problem, he said, was a lack of co-
ordination.

On February 5, the commission heard
from witnesses on anti-Semitism in the
former Soviet Union and in the United
States.

Helsinki Commissions are parliamen-
tary bodies in nations that track compli-
ance with human rights agreements.

The US commission is now chaired by
Democrats - US Repredsentatives Alcee
Hastings of Florida and US Senator Ben
Cardin of Maryland - and the two hear-
ings were part of a recent push by both
Democrats and Republicans to assume
the mantle of combating anti-Semitism.

Representative  Gary  Ackerman
(Democrat New York), the chairman of
the US House of Representatives Middle
East Subcommittee, convened a hearing
last week addressing censorship in the
Arab world and how it spurs anti-
Semitism.

On the Republican side,
Representative Ileana Ros Lehtinen
(Republican Florida) introduced a reso-
lution last week calling for the United
Nations to take steps to prevent the
expression of anti-Semitism at UN
events.

On Tuesday, Representatives Mark
Kirk (Republican Illinois) and Ron Klein
(Democrat Florida) introduced legisla-
tion aimed at assisting Russia, Ukraine
and Belarus in tamping down anti-
Semitic violence. (JTA)

BUSH: 'NEW HOPE' IN HOLY LAND

WASHINGTON - President George W
Bush has described a "new cause for
hope" in the Holy Land in his State of the
Union speech this week.

"We're also standing against the forces
of extremism in the Holy Land, where we
have new cause for hope," Bush said on
Monday night, referring to renewed
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks.

"Palestinians have elected a president
who recognises that confronting terror is
essential to achieving a state where his
people can live in dignity and at peace
with Israel," Bush said. "Israelis have
leaders who recognise that a peaceful,
democratic Palestinian state will be a
source of lasting security."

Bush described his recent visit to the
region, his first in seven years as presi-
dent.

"This month in Ramallah and
Jerusalem I assured leaders from both
sides that America will do, and I will do,
everything we can to help them achieve a
peace agreement that defines a
Palestinian state by the end of this year,"
he said.

"The time has come for a Holy Land
where a democratic Israel and a demo-
cratic Palestine live side by side in
peace."

Bush also repeated his call to Iran to
make its nuclear programmes transpar-
ent.

"Above all, know this," he said,
addressing Iran's leaders: "America will
confront those who threaten our troops,
we will stand by our allies, and we will
defend our vital interests in the Persian
Gulf." (JTA)
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With stress and anxiety, no-one is exempt

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
SHELLEY ELK

WITH AN anxiety disorder, the body
takes a beating, organs tense up and
adrenalin pumps through the system,; it is
more than the mind that is traumatised,
says psychologist Hanan Bushkin.

Bushkin (28) who is attached to the
Anxiety and Trauma Clinic (ATC), in
Sandton, says he finds, hypnotherapy
together with visualisation techniques,
effective.

He spent four years counselling at the
Morningside Medical Clinic, specialising
in treating people for anxiety disorders
and trauma related conditions.

ATC’s team - in different disciplines -
helps people deal with trauma and anxi-
ety holistically.

Physical effects of trauma and stress
include shortness of breath, heart rate
increase, muscle tension and overactive
adrenal glands.

Psychotherapy, said Bushkin, was
effective in treating the mind and emo-
tions, but not the body. Physical therapy
was necessary as well. Play therapist Orli
Zaacks worked with children, who were
better able to express themselves through
play. There was also a reflexologist on the
team.

The sad thing was that “we all know
someone who has been affected by a

hijacking, rape, or robbery”, said
Bushkin in an interview with Jewish
Report.

The Jewish community, had the same
trauma rate as other communities, how-
ever it hid anxiety, which was treated as a
‘taboo’, while other communities were
more open, he said.

He added that rabbis, and ‘perfect fami-
lies’, were not exempt from traumas
which included accidents, rape, divorce,
molestation and problematic relation-

ships. “It happens to everyone,” he
remarked.

Treatment was short term depending
on severity and ATC used a “cognitive
behavioural model”, for adults with a
treatment programme ranging from 12 to
16 weeks.

Trauma and anxiety were different.
Anxiety stemmed from trauma, for exam-
ple rape, hijack, robbery, divorce, “which
is traumatic for the children” and rela-
tionship problems.

Anxiety, anxiety disorders, panic
attacks, phobias, obsessive compulsive
disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder,
could stem from childhood, genetics, and
stressful events.

Bushkin said people had a right to feel
what they felt; they needed time, but “it is
what you do with that time that is signifi-
cant”. He gave patients techniques, strate-
gies and skills to deal with traumatic
events to overcome and manage anxiety
so they were able to deal with anxiety on
their own, and not rely on him.

“After treatment, they don’t have to
come back, because they have the skills to
manage and deal with their lives effec-
tively.”

Coping skills, management skills,
breathing techniques, all “quick fixes”,
enabled patients to feel empowered over
the event. Rape trauma for example,
required long-term treatment and time.

Bushkin used a metaphor of a puzzle
for trauma. Pieces of the puzzle, “were
crumpled up on your lap”. The picture
was no longer whole. After the process of
“expressing and letting it out”, the picture
started to make sense.

“You look at the corners, turn the
pieces over, match the colours, and the
puzzle begins to make sense again.”

He said one shouldn’t be in therapy for
more than 16 weeks, whereas according to
older theories, one should be in therapy

Hanan Bushkin and Orli Zaacks.

for years and years.

Core beliefs “are 100 per cent true”,
they didn’t change, they were stuck,
anchored and difficult to change. People
came to see him because their core beliefs
had changed. “Where their house was
safe before, after it got broken into the
belief is that it is not ‘safe’ anymore.” The
puzzle had scattered.

“We are in the business of changing
people’s core beliefs; one way to change
them, is to experience a new core belief;
affirmations don’t change beliefs. I can
tell you to say ‘I can fly’. Would you
believe me?”

With anxiety the underlying core belief
was: “I am not in control.”

He said treatment began with small

things, like taking on a new goal, or a new
skill, building to an experience of being in
control.

If someone experienced an anxiety or
panic attack while driving on the high-
way, an experience of being in control
was “given” to the patient. Part of the
treatment involves starting small then
building up from two hours a day of just
sitting in their car without driving.
Eventually they will start driving on qui-
eter roads until they were “given” enough
experiences to know they were in control.

Experience, could spark a new healthy
core belief. Expression, good support
experiences of the world as safe and pre-
dictable, brought the puzzle pieces togeth-
er.

WAVERLEY SHUL

Waverley Shul is pleased to announce the
appointment of Avi Kanar as their choir master.
There are a limited number of positions

available for new and enthusiastic choristers.

Suitable applicants wishing to be considered
as part of this dynamic choir should contact
Avi on 072 230 4282 for an audition.

All applications will be treated in the
strictest of confidence.

m WY AT NDION

N Jewish Agency for lsrael

Considering aliyah?
Concerned about employment?

The Aliyah

Job

enter

your gateway to Israel’s job market

Call toll-free:

0-300-996-8386

email: jobcenter@jewishagency.org | www.jewishagency.org/jobcenter

PARTNERING WITH PURPOSE ALL OVER THE WORLD
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The three brides in their wedding dresses, Bongecile Zulu, Phindile

Twala and Bessie Ndlovu.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

IT IS every young girl’s dream to have a wonderful wedding

and be a beautiful bride, wearing the most amazing wed-
ding gown. For many girls, however, the dress part remains
just a dream as a wedding gown can cost thousands of
rand.

For three of the women attending the Oxford Synagogue
Skills for Adults Centre (Ossac) sewing class, their dream
became a reality and at the end-of-year party and fashion
show where a year’s work is showcased, the three modelled
the dresses they had made during the year.

The event held annually at the Oxford Shul, is the culmi-
nation of a year’s hard work and tuition in just one aspect
of Ossac’s training programme for the disadvantaged.

Having developed considerably over the years, there are
now many more: cooking classes, literacy and numeracy
skills, computer training, where the computer centre has
become the fastest growing part of the programme.

Ossac, which was started some 25 years ago by former
Oxford Synagogue Rabbi Norman Bernhard, empowers its
students with skills to go out into the workplace and earn
money to support themselves and their families.

At that time during the apartheid years, the idea was “to
bring light and learning into the lives of the world of local
domestic workers”. Today, although the students do pay

[ 4 ==

Ossac teachers and learners get together. Back row: Carol Moshuwe, Michael Harf, Tanya Bellon,

Lawrence Lekgothwane, Bongani Xulu with Beryl Unterhalter.

Glorious culmination of a
year’'s hard work

towards their tuition, Ossac relies on the generosity of out-
side donors.

Rabbi Yossi Chaikin, Oxford Shul’s present rabbi, said
how wonderful it was to see the smiles on people’s faces as
they come to show off the clothes they have made. He paid
tribute to all Ossac’s workers and volunteers and said it
was a privilege to be associated with such an organisation.

Sheila Kemp, chairman of Ossac’s executive committee,
then gave a vote of thanks to everyone.

Arnold Forman, who was the first chairman of Ossac
“when no-one else wanted the job”, praised the many work-
ers, educators and volunteers for their time and efforts. He
said that “under the exceptional leadership of Beryl
Unterhalter, we have a centre of excellence”.

Forman, now the financial director of outreach organi-
sation MaAfrika Tikkun, spoke of the work of the organi-
sation and how Ossac was one of its integral components.

He said that “MaAfrika Tikkun, from starting off with
three members, now operates in both Johannesburg and
Cape Town where there are 35 head office personnel, 21
educators and 322 community workers.

“We are touching the lives of 6 500 people in what we do.”

After the speeches the party really began with the stu-
dents dressing up in their newly-made clothes to show
them off - singing, ululating and dancing, weaving their
way around the hall in happy snake-like waves.

R

Programme co-ordinator, Beryl Unterhalter with Alex Walt who has supported Ossac

for some 25 years.

Sheila Kemp the chairman of
Ossac’s executive committee.

Ethel Walt and Amanda Blankfield from MaAfrika Tikkun.

Oxford Shul’s Rabbi Yossi Chaikin under whose auspices
Ossac runs.

Tracey Swaedi with raffle winner, Rosemary Mathyane from the
cooking class.
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COMMUNITY
BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

HEILBRON
From Howard Wolff:

“The letters from old residents
have evoked memories long dor-
mant.

“My father, Max, settled in
Heilbron in about 1943 from
Johannesburg and bought Lomax
Pharmacy in Church Street, a
house in what was then an old dou-
ble-storey building with a pharma-
cy downstairs. We lived upstairs
with what was then the ‘long-drop’
toilets in the back yard. Until his
death in 1961, my father practised
as a combined pharmacist and
optician.

“Behind the pharmacy was a big
open area with stables where the
farmers used to come in on
Saturday mornings with their
horses and carts to do their shop-
ping and, perhaps, to see one of the
Jewish doctors, Dr Papert who had
his rooms nearby or else Dr
Garber.

“Facing Church Street, adjacent
to the pharmacy on the left, was a
small haberdashery owned by Jack
Mervis. On the right was the book-
shop, also Jewish owned and at the
back of that shop was the barber.
Lower down, on the corner of
Longmarket Street was quite a
large retail shop owned by
Greenman. Further up, on the left,
in the main street, was Maurice
Balkind who had a store and across
the road was a café owned by Mr
Galatis whose son, today, is a
gynaecologist in Johannesburg.
How I envied Tommy Galatis with
his unlimited access to all those
sweets.

“Next to him was Mr Sallis who
had a general store. The bakery
was also Jewish owned. Jack
Missun had the mill and two
Jewish brothers owned a clothing
shop. Their names escape me.

“Rabbi Kaplan was the rabbi and
he taught me for my barmitzvah. I
cannot remember any other bar-
mitzvahs in Heilbron as most boys
were sent to Bloemfontein or other
towns for their schooling. I was one
of the few Jewish boys who did his
schooling in  Heilbron, in
Afrikaans.

“I do believe that Mr Galatis
owned the bioscope which was in
the city hall and I distinctly
remember that when there was a
Tarzan movie on, there was a full
house, with every farmer in the
district coming to see the show. A
most auspicious occasion was

when Boswell’s Circus came to
town. What excitement!”

JOHANNESBURG/YEOVILLE
Bernard Green concludes:

“Circa the late forties and the
early fifties era, the Yeoville swim-
ming pool possessed a one metre
and a three metre diving board, but
due to the large crowds attending
the pool, resulting in lots of ‘bomb-
ing’ of swimmers beneath the
boards, with at times some injuries,
the Johannesburg Municipality in
their wisdom, had the facility
removed.

“Also the surrounding lawn had
become much too small to accom-
modate so many patrons, resulting
in two of the adjoining tennis
courts being abolished - thereby
increasing the ‘sun-bathing’ area.

“Something very remarkable was
that between 1956 and 1969, the
Yeoville First League Water Polo
teams consisted of only Jewish
players. Surely it was the only
water polo club in South Africa to
be party to such a notable situation.
Members of those teams were
Dennis Port (Springbok and South
Africa Maccabi), Abe Katz
(Transvaal and SA Maccabi), Dr
Cyril (Cy) Aaron (SA Maccabi cap-
tain and Yeoville captain); Leon
Herbert (SA Maccabi); Morris
Belnick, Henry Ginsberg, Monty
Hacker (captain), Des Cohen Jnr;
George Wertheimer; Bernard
Green; Norman Hirson: Lou
Kotzen; Selwyn Block; Barney
Furman (manager).

“Prominent Jewish committee
members who rendered invaluable
service to the swimming section of
the Yeoville Club included, among
others, such notables as Teddy and
Reg Halperin, Bernard Segerman,
Harry Alman, Dave Berkowitz,
Alec Joffe, Daphne and Jack
Freedman, Ike Lazarow, Maish
Hack, Esther Green and Benny
Kagan.

“A gentleman who habitually
came for his daily dip, summer and
winter, (when he entered through
the locked gate) was Morris
Serebro. Also associated with the
Yeoville Club were the Ellerine
Brothers, Eric and Sydney.

“And so ends my trip down mem-
ory lane.”

THE STRAND
Commercial travellers
From Raymond Cotton:

“This is the story of King Cotton.
Connie Cotton was born in the
Strand and passed away in the
Strand. ‘King’ as he was called, was
a ‘Knight of the Road’, travelling
the Western Province as far as
Oudtshoorn, George and Knysna,
also the west coast, Lamberts Bay,
Port Nolloth, Springbok and then

the Boland to Ceres, Wolsley,
Worcester and Bredasdorp. All his
travelling life, he represented
London Shoes.

“When I was knee high, I
remember going with him to Cape
Town to London Shoes, then situat-
ed in Buitenkant Street opposite
Caledon Square police station.
While my father was busy inside, I
used to wait outside and amuse
myself with the goings on at the
police station.

“The owners of London Shoes
were two Lewis brothers (original-
ly from Westminster in the Free I = T
State), Cyril Saxe and his father. i -
My father also represented
Zabbow Brothers (software) and
Maymore Socks.

“Here is a typical week: Monday
morning the car gets packed with
samples and it’s off to Worcester.
The next day off to Wolsley and
book into the Wolsley Hotel (owner
Sakkie Katzenellenbogen).

“After dinner - and the menu
always included gefilte fish, her-
ring, chicken soup and chicken etc
- the ‘Knights of the Road’ would
get together for a game of rummy
until the early hours of the morn-
ing.

“Wednesday off to Montague
and another game of cards that
night. Thursday, it’s Bredasdorp
and back to the Strand at four
o’clock to unpack the samples and
then have a chat with Sarah (his
queen) and his three sons.

“Friday morning and off to Cape
Town. Friday night - shul and then
after supper to the Rialto Cinema.
Saturday morning at 07:00 and off
to shul. Saturday afternoon to see
his soccer team, De Beers, play
against teams from Cape Town.

“On Sunday morning every
available paper was read and after
Sunday lunch, a good sleep.
Sunday night was card night until
late.

“In conclusion, ‘Connie the
King’ had a full happy life and
today he has three married sons,
five grandchildren and is a legend
in the Western Province.”

yﬁ/’ ('/N;"K‘N(A‘ /'

Situated on Cape Town's Atlantic Seaboard
* Two exclusive guest houses * One five-star experience »
Owner, Shirley Lipshitz and her daughter, Nicci, offer guests a taste
of friendly Cape hospitality. Their hands-on approach ensures
visitors of a luxurious and comfortable stay.
We provide kosher breakfast on request

BANTRY BAY: 158 Kioof Road, Baniry Bay,
Cape Town - Tel: (021) 439-3224

FRESNAYE: 67 Kioof Road, Fresnaye,
Cape Town - Tel: (021) 434-6854

RESERVATIONS: Tek: (021) 439-3224 + e-mail: info@clarendon.co.za
www.clarendon.co.za

CARMEL COLLEGE

CALLING ALL OLD PUPILS AND STAFF

A reunion for all former pupils and staff of Carmel College
is planned for the weekend of 27 to 29 June 2008 in Durban.

Please pass this message on to as many old pupils as possible.
It would appreciated if all interested parties would respond
by Sunday 2 March 2008 to carmelreunion@bhighfive.co.za

AMAZING

TRANSPORT &
WAREHOUSING

Specialising in
Office, household removals and storage
Mike Berman 082 877 1309
Jody Riback 083 271 0273
Tel: (011) 887-1882

493 Louis botha Avenue, Highlands North
www.amazingtransport.co.za

PERTH, WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

From Dana Bensky:

“I live in Perth, Western
Australia. As a result of an article
that appeared in Community Buzz
(about my sister, Karin Margolius),
my family were contacted by a
‘long-lost brother’. He was sur-
prised that he had four other sib-
lings and we all had a wonderful
‘reunion’ over the phone.

“Our ‘new’ brother will be 70 in
January and so you can imagine
that we have lots of catching up to
do.

“We are so delighted that we
have finally been able to make con-
tact with him and it was all due to
an article in your paper.”

otogra
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Weddings
Engagements
Bar Mitzvahs
Bat Mitzvahs

Family Portraits

(011) 804 1036
082 376 6437

b”J,

Mobile memories

info@mobilememories.ws
http://www.mobilememories.ws

SUNNY ROAD

EMPOWER YOUR EYES

24 Sunny Road - Glenhazel

Tel: 011 887 7726

GLENHAZEL
KILLARNEY

IUSILETTING

Property Rental and Management

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS RELAX AND LET US DO THE WORK
JUST LETTING IS THE ONLY NATIONAL DEDICATED
LETTING AGENCY.

Landlords we have numerous enquiring for property in the following areas.

Bramley Gardens, Cheltondale, Fairmount, Forest Town, Glenhazel, Gresswold,
Highlands North, Houghton, Killarney, Lyndhurst, Norwood, Orange Grove,
Parktown, Parkwood, Rembrandt Park, Sandringham, Saxonweld, Sydenham
and Waverley

We have demand for houses, townhouses and cottages at affordable rentals.
List your property with us to ensure best results,

CALLUS ON 011483 1265 FOR A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
KILLARNEY@JUSTLETTING.CO.ZA

ORVISIT THE JUST LETTING WEBSITE AND CLICK ON KILLARNEY
FOR DETAILS OF ALL THE UNIT WE HAVE TO OFFER
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Remember, so ‘convenient amnesia’ doesn’t occur
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Rwandan genocide.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
SHELLEY ELK

A SENSE of denial was part
and parcel of the culture of justi-
fication for crimes against
humanity that had been commit-
ted in the past, said Adv George
Bizos, a member of the Board
of the Apartheid Museum in
Johannesburg, on the third
anniversary of the annual Inter-
national Day of Commemoration
in Memory of the Victims of the
Holocaust, on Sunday.

“This is why the UN has com-
memorated this day at the
Apartheid Museum to attract and
persuade people to admit to our
common humanity and remember
to support efforts to speak about
it, and refrain from the ‘conven-
ient amnesia’,” he added.

Being organised for the first
time in South Africa, a commemo-
ration programme for victims of
the Holocaust was held at the
Apartheid Museum. Speakers,
besides Bizos, included Tali Nates,
director of the Johannesburg
Holocaust Museum and Mar-
guerite Sabamahoro, a Rwandan

Visitors at the Apartheid Museum examining the exhibition of the

|'||:_j..1

genocide survivor as well as Don
Krausz chairman of the
Holocaust Survivors Association.

Emblazoned in her mind,
images of dead people lying in the
road, just because they were
Tutsi, 25-year-old Sabamahoro,
who survived the Rwandan geno-
cide, recalled the horror of her
childhood memories.

In terms of the UN resolution, it
became clear that Man’s inhu-
manity to Man will no longer be
tolerated by the world body, who
has undertaken “to educate, nur-
ture and care for the living and
protect and promote the rights of
all citizens”.

A “Holocaust and UN Out-
reach” programme, established
by the UN in 2005, “designated
January 27 as an annual
International Day of Com-
memoration in memory of the vic-
tims of the Holocaust”.

“We stand in solidarity with
Holocaust survivors and victims’
families around the world. To
those who claim that the
Holocaust never happened, or has
been exaggerated, we respond,
reiterating our determination to

Sudeshan Reddy, UN Information Centre; Tali Nates, director of the
Johannesburg Holocaust Centre; Marguerite Sabamahoro, Rwanda
genocide survivor; and Margaret Novicki, UN Information Centre.

honour the memory of every
innocent man, woman and child
murdered at the hands of the
Nazis and their accomplices, said
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon, in a message, delivered on
his behalf by Margaret Novicki,
of the UN Information Centre.

In his letter Ban added: “We
mourn the systematic genocide of
one third of the Jewish people,
along with members of other
minorities, which deprived the
world of untold contributions.”

Alas, genocide did not stop
with the Holocaust. Fourteen
years ago in Rwanda, over a peri-
od of 100 days, 800 000 people
were Killed, and the world stood
silent.

“We solemnly remember those
who lost lives in the Holocaust
and Rwanda, Darfur, and the
Congo and under the inhumane
yoke of apartheid, and hope that
we become free of the scourges of
racism and apartheid, which
when left unchecked, caused
genocide,” added Novicki.

Auschwitz was liberated, and
many people in death camps and
forced labour camps were freed

on January 27 1945, pointed out
Nates. This year was the first
time the UN had commemorated
the day in South Africa and she
was grateful for it and hoped it
would be held each year, giving
survivors of the Holocaust and
Rwanda an opportunity to speak
and share their memories.

The Holocaust in 2007 became
a compulsory subject in all
South African schools and Nates
was training educators in Africa
on the subject.

“Never again!” These words
must become a reality. Education
is very important, because it
gives visuals, pictures and
words, but we need the voices of
survivors to give us feeling and
to take us into the darkest hour
of humanity,” said Nates.

Warmly acknowledging Holo-
caust survivor and chairman of
the Holocaust Survivors Asso-
ciation, Don Krausz, Nates said:
“He is brave enough to speak
about it again and again, without
which we could not know what
you and others went through.”
She said Krausz at age 13, after
being imprisoned in Ravensburg

ANC analogy with Stalinist Russia is ‘worrying’

STAFF REPORTER

A STRONG plea for the greater
use of solar power in light of
South Africa’s recent electricity
crisis, has been made by the Hon
Abe Abrahamson, speaking on
“Current Affairs” at a recent
Zionist Luncheon Club function.

Abrahamson said he was speak-
ing in his personal capacity and
not as a representative of any
Jewish organisation.

Abrahamson said 32 per cent of
South Africans - or 16 million peo-
ple - still had no electricity or
access to it.

“However, there are some posi-
tives. We have lots of sunshine, so
we should go for solar power. We
have coal and uranium in abun-
dance for power stations.

“Government’s disregard for us
with development and electricity
needs is astounding; it is a scan-
dal, not a mistake. The govern-
ment of the day did not think it
necessary at the time to make pro-
vision for it (enough generating
capacity). I don’t believe this
entirely. I believe different govern-
ments place different emphases on
different things, such as social
needs, which were stepped up
after 1998.”

Abrahamson said the shortage
of skills resulted from Eskom’s
retrenchment drive some years
ago, which resulted in the loss of
many skills.

“In the 1990s, Eskom employed
one person to service 47 people.
Today, the figure is one for 130 peo-
ple. It sounds efficient, but is it?
The unhappy consequences are
their inability to run and maintain

electricity services. Eskom looked
ahead five to seven years ago at
outages - but the sad outcome
(today) is outages. There is grave
disappointment for businesses
and human development.
Government wanted to reduce
unemployment but,
by reducing develop-
ment, there is going
to be more unem-
ployment.

“There are great
minds being stimu-
lated in the search
for recovery and
alternative  power
sources.

“Today, there is a
greater awareness of
electricity and its
use and how much is
wasted and how small contribu-
tions by consumers can lessen
demand. Those who can afford it,
are getting generators. But, the
one-man businesses cannot do it,
and this is the sector which actual-
ly increases employment.”

Speaking on the gold mining
industry, Abrahamson said the
shutdown for major players such
as Anglo Plats, was bad for the
economy. “However, out of the
bad comes the good in that there
are energy savings which force us
to look at solar energy. In a coun-
try where there are 300 days a year
of sunshine, we should be looking
at solar power.

“Israel is internationally-recog-
nised as a foremost developer of
solar energy. Wind farms are also
being looked at. Some traffic lights
are already being maintained
through solar energy.”

Hon Abe Abrahamson

The recent events at Polokwane,
where 4 000 ANC delegates decid-
ed the future of South Africa in a
Stalinist manner, were worrying,
he said.

“Also there is a disturbing
attack on the rule of law and jus-
tice. As Jews, we rely
on the rule of law. If
it is surpassed, every-
thing else becomes
irrelevant and inde-
pendence and liberty
become a matter of
debate. Adolf Hitler
repressed the rule of
law,” he pointed out.

Abrahamson said
we should cherish
our judges and not let
them be subverted.

“We see what is
happening in Zimbabwe with
Mugabe. He got rid of judges by
making life impossible for them
and the end result was chaos.”

Another problem in South
Africa was that corruption was
rife. “It is disturbing to see the
decision to incorporate the
Scorpions into the police. There is
fear of the investigative talent of
the Scorpions. This is not a partic-
ularly comforting scenario,” he
said.

In the UK, Peter Hain’s resigna-
tion was a good lesson in democra-
cy and Africa could learn by it, he
said.

Regarding ANC President
Jacob Zuma, Abrahamson said
“he is not a bad fellow”. He met
with Zuma during a SA Zionist
Federation visit to meet
(President Thabo) Mbeki, who
offered Zuma’s help if he (the

president) was not available.

“Except, it is of concern that
recently, in Davos, he (Zuma) said
the West was interfering too much
in Zimbabwe and that it should
remain an African problem. There
was no talk about the fact that it
was the West which helped get
Mugabe into power,” he said.

Abrahamson said (Deputy
Foreign Minister) Aziz Pahad was
showing a blatant misunderstand-
ing of the Gaza problem. “The
breakout of people living there
resulted in many of the population
of Gaza going to Egypt.

“The border has now been
sealed by Egypt. I am worried that
South Africa has the chairman-
ship of the Security Council and
this should not be used to attack
the State of Israel which bears the
brunt of criticism.

“Israel is attempting to negoti-
ate peace with the Palestinian ter-
ritories so we can live together in
peace, side-by-side. However, if
there were an attempt at peace,
Gaza would render it impossible
and would continue to be a launch-
ing pad for weapons.”

South Africa had not succeeded
in assisting with the Zimbabawe
crisis, while (former UN secretary-
general) Kofi Annan, in a short
space of time, had already got the
two opposition leaders in Kenya,
talking.

Speaking about Intelligence
Minister Ronnie Kasrils, Abra-
hamson said he believed Kasrils
had learned his lesson in
Polokwane and the need for
Cabinet responsibility and “he
seems unusually quiet these
days”.

Advocate
George Bizos,
a member of
the Apartheid
Museum
Board.

Don Krausz,
chairman of the
Holocaust
Survivors
Association.

concentration camp with his
mother and younger siblings,
where “of 132 000, 92 000 died”,
was sent to Saksenhausen where
“of 200 000 prisoners, 96 000 died.

“Six million Jews, a million
Russians, gypsies, and 20 000
blacks were murdered by the
Nazis to prevent the ‘pollution of
the Aryan race’,” said Krausz.

“At the end of the war we
believed that the world would
never allow it to happen again,
but we have seen it in Darfur and
Rwanda.”

Sabamahoro recalled her child-
hood memories of corpses on
roads, hacked to pieces by
machetes. “I didn’t know why; I
knew I was a Tutsi, but didn’t
know what it was. I thought it
was just a name.” Sabamahoro
lost aunts, uncles and friends in
the genocide and thanked G-d
each day for her parents and sib-
lings who survived and the edu-
cation she was able to receive, as
many people “were orphaned and
robbed of care and education, for
being Tutsi”.

Sabamahoro expressed the
hope that the world had learned
from the Rwanda genocide and
the Holocaust “to ensure it won’t
happen again”.

AROUND THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

ISRAEL READY FOR RETURN
TO SPACE

JERUSALEM - Israel is ready to
send another astronaut into
space with NASA.

Benny Elon, the chairman of
the Knesset Science and
Technology Committee, told a US
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration delegation on
Monday that Israel would like to
be involved in a new space mis-
sion.

The delegation was in Israel to
mark the five years since Israeli
astronaut Ilan Ramon and six
NASA astronauts died when the
space shuttle Columbia burned
up when re-entering the earth's
atmosphere.

Ramon's widow, Rona., also
attended the meeting. The dele-
gation of astronauts and scien-
tists is scheduled to attend the
Ramon family's memorial serv-
ice this week. (JTA)

KNESSET MEMBERS WANT
JOSEPH'S TOMB REPAIRED

JERUSALEM - Israeli lawmakers
are demanding that the
Palestinians repair Joseph's
Tomb.

Dozens of Knesset members
have signed a petition delivered
to Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert, insisting the Palestinian
Authority take responsibility for
restoring the holy site in Nablus
as part of the current peace nego-
tiations, Ynet reported. (JTA)
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An Israeli
schoolgirl
waits for a
ride while
sheltering
ina
makeshift
concrete
bomb shel-
terin the
besieged
town of
Sderot on
January 22.
(SOURCE:

BRIAN
HENDLER)

Sderot demands more protection

DINA KRAFT
TEL AVIV

FOR CHILDREN going to school,
residents doing their shopping or
anyone walking around the embat-
tled town of Sderot, the danger
zone is everywhere.

At any given moment, the Red
Dawn warning system could
sound, giving residents just sec-
onds to make it to a protected space
before an incoming Qassam rocket
strikes. Many homeowners have
taken to sleeping downstairs, while
schools have constructed specially
reinforced rooms for protection.

But in Sderot’s open, public
spaces, residents say there simply
are not enough protective shelters
in which to run, and their absence
during a rocket attack - a daily
occurrence here - could mean the
difference between life and death.

Seven years have passed since
the rockets began to fall on Sderot,
and the slow pace of construction
of public shelters is among the con-
cerns that has prompted some
locals to question the government’s
commitment to protect its citizens
in the face of a prolonged war with
no end in sight.

Alon Davidi, a social activist in
the town, says the state still hasn’t
put Sderot at the top of its priority
list.

“We do not have the feeling that
the government is going to bat for
us,” he said. “You need to fight for
everything. To get the schools pro-
tective roofs there was a Supreme
Court case, for businessmen to get
damages paid they had to sue, and
we had to fight with the Defence
Ministry until they gave us rein-
forced bus stops.”

The government says it is doing
its part, but some residents along
the Gaza Strip border believe they
are being left to fend for them-
selves.

They say they watch as
Jerusalem experiments with politi-
cal and military solutions to the
problem. Last week they saw
Israel’s policy of blockading the
Gaza Strip collapse when Hamas
blew up the border wall between
Gaza and Egypt. Israel’s sporadic
assassinations and army raids
have done nothing to stop the
attacks, and an effective anti-rocket
system to block the Qassams has
yet to emerge beyond the develop-
ment stage.

Officials defending the govern-
ment’s record in aiding Sderot-area
residents, note the allocation of
hundreds of millions of dollars for
fortifying the Israeli schools, facto-
ries and homes near Gaza, and for
psychological counselling. The gov-
ernment also is providing tax
breaks to residents of the region,

which has been granted official sta-
tus as a front-line community.

The Prime Minister’s Office told
JTA that together with Sderot
Mayor Eli Moyal and the Ministry
of Construction and Housing, it is
reviewing options for additional
fortifications.

To date, the government had put
some $247 million into projects to
protect and assist Sderot, and
another $130 million had been allo-
cated for the next two years, offi-
cials said.

Alon Schuster, who heads the
Sha’ar Hanegev regional council
for the Israeli communities situat-
ed near Gaza - many of them kib-
butzim near Sderot that also are in
the Qassams’ firing line - said that
although the funds were welcome,
a more organised approach to the
situation was lacking.

“The government needs to be
making decisions both on the scope
of its budget and the type of fortifi-
cations, including whether we are
going to see more bomb shelters
inside homes or some other sort of
option,” Schuster said.

“Every ministry seems to work
on its own, and given our current
situation I think what is needed is a
joint committee of the Prime
Minister’s Office and the Defence
Ministry so there will be proper co-
ordination and assistance getting
to those who need it.”

The Prime Minister’s Office said
an inter-ministerial task force han-
dled co-ordination.

Last spring, media reports said
the government had decided to
build 200 bomb shelter rooms a
month in Sderot homes, but
activists say that has yet to happen.
The Prime Minister’s Office would
not address the figure and said it
was still working out plans on how
best to fortify the city.

Fundamentalist Palestinian
groups in Gaza like Islamic Jihad
and Hamas have fired more than 4
000 rockets at Israel since August
2005, when Israel pulled out of
Gaza.

All of Sderot’s schools have
been at least partially fortified,
but a Supreme Court ruling has
ordered the government to finish
the job. Schools report that some
parents took their children out of
school because the reinforce-
ments are incomplete. The gov-
ernment says it is abiding by the
court order and noted plans to
build 13 new schools in the Sderot
area that will be built to withstand
rocket attacks.

Meanwhile, 30 Sderot residents
have filed another petition with the
Supreme Court to force the govern-
ment to reinforce 800 area homes.
The government is fighting the
appeal.

According to media accounts, dur-
ing a court hearing on the subject,
state prosecutor Dina Silber told the
court that such a blanket decision to
reinforce so many homes could set a
problematic precedent in the event
that other parts of the country even-
tually come under rocket attack as
well.

Amid the back-and-forth between
residents and the government,
some grass-roots organisations
have stepped in help fill in some of
the gaps. One of the more promi-
nent is Operation Lifeshield, which
has been providing shelters at bus
stops in the Sderot area. Each shel-
ter, which is built to withstand a
direct hit from a Qassam, costs $19
500.

Operation Lifeshield (www.opera-
tionlifeshield.com) was created as
an emergency campaign after the
Second Lebanon War to help com-
munities in northern Israel. After
the 2006 war, the group’s focus
quickly shifted south to the Gaza
border communities.

With funds donated by Jewish fed-
erations in the United States,
Christian Zionist groups and indi-
viduals, Operation Lifeshield has
been able to install 22 45-ton trans-
portable shelters, mostly at bus
stops, in and around Sderot.

“One of our big successes that we
take credit for is that we have shown
the government there is something
that can be done on the practical
level of helping the people,” said
Josh Adler, one of the organisa-
tion’s founders.

Sderot is a working-class town,
and though surveys show that many
would leave the city if they could,
most do not have enough money to
relocate, even temporarily.

The Knesset and the government
have rejected suggestions that the
state subsidise rental housing for
Sderot residents who seek to live
outside of the town while it is under
attack.

Yedid, a social rights organisa-
tion, has called on the housing min-
ister to reverse that policy and find a
way to assist those who want to
leave.

“Those who are stuck in Sderot
are those who always get stuck: the
poor,” said Ran Melamed, deputy
director of Yedid.

Yedid is lobbying for alternative
solutions, such as for banks to freeze
mortgage payments so residents can
afford to pay rent elsewhere.

“If the government decides no one
leaves Sderot, that is one issue, but
then they are obliged to help and not
leave people on their own,”
Melamed said.

“We are not advocating people to
replace their homes. We want them
to come back. But we want them to
live without fear.” (JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

JERUSALEM - Israel will not
block Mahmoud Abbas' forces
from taking control of the Gaza
Strip's border with Egypt.

Egypt said on Monday that it
wanted to hand over the Rafah
border crossing to the Pales-
tinian Authority president.

Arab foreign ministers gath-
ered in Cairo for a meeting,
enthusiastically greeted the
offer, but the terrorist party
Hamas, which controls Gaza,
rejected the proposal.

Representatives of Abbas and
Hamas will meet with Egyptian
officials in Cairo this week to dis-
cuss border control.

US Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice said on Monday
that America would support
Abbas' forces assuming control of
the Rafah crossing, saying it
might bring "some order" to the
border. Meanwhile, the European
Union said on Monday it was con-
sidering sending its monitors
back to the area. (JTA)

BRANDEIS PICKS 5 'BIG-IDEA' FINALISTS

WASHINGTON - A contest for
the next big idea in Judaism is
down to five finalists.

Brandeis University made the
choices for its Charles R
Bronfman Visiting Chair in
Jewish Communal Innovation
competition.

Applicants were asked to come
up with an innovation in Judaism
and develop it with proposals for
changing the way Jews think
about themselves and their com-
munity. The winner will receive a
visiting professorship at
Brandeis and two years to devel-
op the idea into a book that
Brandeis will publish.

The finalists are Jerusalem

Post editorial page editor and
columnist Saul Singer; Harvard
doctoral candidate Yehuda
Kurtzer; author Anita Diamant;
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, the
founder of the Jewish Values
Network; and Ariel Beery, the
publisher of PresenTense maga-
zine.

They were selected from 231
applicants, including 49 rabbis
and from such countries as
Israel, Italy, India, Australia and
Sweden.

The five will present their pro-
posals on February 24 at a sympo-
sium for members of the
Brandeis community and Boston-
area Jewish leaders. (JTA)

SCHITH AFTRRCAN
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QC_Exhibition

Jewish Johannesburg

120)
EXTENDED BY PUBLIC REQUEST

The exhibition to commemorate 120 years
of Jewish Johannesburg which opened
last year at Villa Arcadia, Hollard, has

been moved to:

The Johannesburg Branch of the
Union of Jewish Women premises at
1 Oak Street, ofl Louis Botha Avenue, Houghton.

RSVP: For an appointment to

view this exhibition, which focuses

on the pioncering years of
Jewish Johannesburg, please
contact Jody or Tanya on
011 648 1053
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Please contact Frank Friedman
~ Johannesburg
Jewellery Expert on 0829006897

Have . jou got old ]ewe]]ery
that was once Loveds and for
wh1ch Jou have no more use.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Crime: Where is
the leadership?

NOT ONLY terrible sadness is felt at the
brutal killing of an innocent, gentle man
waiting to fetch his son from a soccer prac-
tice, chatting on his cellphone to his father
and minding his own business (see story on
page 3).

There is also - rightly - intense outrage at
the fact that what happened to Sheldon
Cohen could happen in our own neighbour-
hood, and that this kind of depraved crime
is washing like a wave over this entire city
and country.

Outrage is the appropriate emotion - at
the politicians, police and judicial system
whose duty it is to protect citizens and who
are failing; at our president and his govern-
ment, who have displayed a lack of the
kind of leadership this country needs in
the face of this scourge.

We have heard manifold platitudes with
little sense of urgency or resolve. They
have not succeeded in changing the percep-
tions about crime, either among those of us
living within the country or those outside
of it. The crime stats issued from time to
time bring little comfort as we remain a
country with one of the highest murder
rates in the world.

Many of us have become inured to the
constant headlines about violent crime
when it involves others. Not that we don’t
care: we do, and worry from behind our
electrified high walls. But we would not be
able to function properly if we became
emotionally involved every time we read
about new victims.

However, when it invades a close-knit
community like Johannesburg Jewry, it
becomes part of one’s own “family”. And
this comes only weeks after the shooting of
another innocent Jewish man walking to
shul in a different, nearby neighbourhood.

Amid the stress of living in such a high-
crime society, many are torn between love
for South Africa and their community, and
the desire to create a safe life for their chil-
dren.

This country has achieved remarkable
things in the past decade which were
unimaginable during the darkest days of
apartheid. But in recent times the “unsta-
ble” political situation, the Eskom melt-
down and rampant crime - with the police
seemingly unable to make a dent in it -
have combined to produce a creeping nega-
tivity. Jokes about Eskom are doing the
rounds everywhere, but beneath the
humour, Yiddish speakers would use the
old phrase, a “bittere gelechter” (bitter
laughter).

The Jewish community, to its credit, has
proactively responded to the crime in some
of its own neighbourhoods with the estab-
lishment of the GAP security programme
and other ventures. It has dramatically
raised the level of safety in the areas in
which it operates. But immediately outside
these “ghettos” we are again at risk:
Sheldon Cohen was sitting in his car just
minutes from the centre of the Glenhazel
patrol area of GAP.

People live by perceptions. An event like
Sheldon Cohen’s murder entrenches the
negative view of our society. In truth, the
overall practical reality is different. In a
host of ways, the country is doing extreme-
ly well. But, sadly, one of the responses to
the negative perceptions among people
with relatives and friends already living
overseas in Australia, Israel, the UK and
other places is to consider emigrating.

The society is crying out for powerful,
inspired leadership from the bottom to the
very top. After all the travails this country
has been through, and after our leap across
the chasm from apartheid to democracy,
surely we are capable of tackling the
plague of crime?

As citizens, it is our right to be safe in liv-
ing and moving around our country. We
extend our heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family of Sheldon Cohen.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Auschwitz 63 years later

STREET BILLBOARDS advertising last
week’s Business Day Weekender prom-
ised an article on Auschwitz 63 years after
its liberation. I wondered how it would be
approached. Clearly, it would be about the
Holocaust, but how would that ghastly
event be interpreted?

Would it be seen as the grimmest sym-
bol of a Jewish tragedy - albeit within a
wider world catastrophe? Or would the
intended annihilation of the Jews by
Adolf Hitler in the then most civilised
country in Europe follow a lamentable
current trend and be obscured under the
more universal rubric of “crimes against
humanity”?

My gut feel was that it was going to be
the latter. I was right. The author, Kathy
Chance, barely mentioned the word
“Jew”, mnowhere discussing Hitler’s
intended “final solution” of the Jewish
question in Europe, a prime reason for the
creation of Auschwitz.

Whichever approach she would take,
however, the headline, “On a clear day
you can see Birkenau”, immediately trivi-
alised the article. Barbara Streisand’s
song, “On a clear day you can see forever”,
in a film I dimly recall was about reincar-
nation of the soul, has been drumming in
my head ever since.

What is there to sing about, unless it’s a
dirge? And how much has Chance actual-
ly “seen” in the sense of true understand-
ing, particularly in view of her claim that
we need to see Auschwitz, “Not to be
believed, but to be understood”?

The article appeared in the “Travel and
Food” section, which is no bad thing.
Everyone should visit Auschwitz. But my
travels to places whose once-vibrant
Jewish populations have all but disap-
peared - not by choice, but as a result of
murder - have been far from encouraging.

My visit to Prague six months ago was a

ON
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case in point. Hordes of tourists from
every conceivable culture waited in lines
to enter the old Jewish cemetery and the
synagogues, some of which are nothing
more than memorials to the dead Jews of
Europe. It was just another set of “must-
sees” in a spectacularly beautiful city -
and the most expensive at that.

The world, I thought, seems to feel
okay about dead Jews and is quite happy
to capitalise on them. It’s the live ones
that seem to be the problem. And I left
with the overwhelming impression,
rightly or wrongly, that the Czechs are
profiteers of torment.

A tour to Terezin, run by a regular
Prague travel bureau, confirmed this
impression. Much time was spent on the
Nazi administration centre there, but the
members of the tour group were left, at
the tail-end of the time allocated, to
explore the museum housing the tragic
paintings of the children of Terezin and
Terezin’s Jewish ghetto on their own.

Later, an elderly Jewish survivor,
showing tourists around Prague’s only
old synagogue still in use as a house of
prayer, informed us that she also con-
ducts tours of Terezin. Her sole empha-
sis, she said, is the ghetto, because it is
the ghetto that, from a Jewish perspec-
tive, says it all.

Being informed by Chance’s article
that “Auschwitz is the world’s most suc-
cessful and popular tourist destination
and the fact that her host was the Polish

Tourist Organisation, made me suspect
the same about the Poles. I have a trip
planned later this year, and will decide for
myself.

Chance concludes: “One Jewish woman
in our group apologised for our ‘having to
see this’ as she felt that our lack of
Jewishness meant, in some way, that we
shouldn’t.”

She then derides the woman: “I felt
simultaneously angry and sad,” she
wrote, “that she (the Jewish woman) felt
the Holocaust and the museum to terror
that is Auschwitz should somehow
‘belong’ to the Jews”.

Sad maybe. But angry? It’s not a matter
of ownership of the Holocaust. It’s a mat-
ter of history. Unlike the Poles who died
as an outcome of the war, the Jews -
unaware of their final fate - were cruelly
transported to Poland in cattle trucks for
the express purpose of their efficient and
industrialised murder.

Perceived as a biological enemy whose
genes would ultimately destroy Hitler’s
“new” and “ideal” Germany, Jews were
the only group marked out for total anni-
hilation, not only in Nazi-occupied
Europe, but also in neutral countries and
those yet to be conquered. By far the
majority of those slaughtered at
Auschwitz were Jews.

On arrival there, they were either
gassed immediately or worked to death as
slaves with ever-new Jewish deportees to
replace them. The Poles, though they suf-
fered greatly, were not targeted for extinc-
tion.

The world has long been trying to
“appropriate” the Holocaust by universal-
ising its intended victims. In reality, the
Holocaust is both a universal and a specif-
ically Jewish tragedy.

To be blind to the latter implies, among
other things, a failure to recognise the
peril inherent in a political elite targeting
any particular racial group. We, as South
Africans, should be acutely aware of this
danger.

Don't let facts stand in the way

PERHAPS I am being fanciful on this
occasion, but it would seem to me that the
simultaneous occurrence of controversial
power cuts in Gaza and South Africa is
further evidence of the eerie parallelism
between the unfolding stories of this
country and Israel.

Somehow, in the Divine Master Plan, the
destinies of Israel and South Africa seem
to be linked in some way. I have previous-
ly commented on how key events in
Afrikaner history - the Great Trek, Anglo-
Boer War and concentration camps and
the international anti-apartheid move-
ment - anticipated by about a generation
very similar occurrences in the Jewish
world. Now we are seeing all too clearly
how the campaign to destroy Israel has
shifted from the military to the diplomatic
sphere, the intention being to turn it into a
pariah state boycotted by all and sundry
as happened to white South Africa.

The mantra “Israel is an apartheid
state” is now the most potent weapon in
our enemies’ propaganda arsenal, and it
is surely not an accident that the World
Conference Against Racism, the event
where it was given special impetus, took
place in Durban, South Africa.

According to this paradigm, the Israelis
are the “whites” of the Middle East - rapa-
cious colonialists, racists, exploiters and
oppressors - while the helpless, suffering
Palestinians are the “blacks” fighting
heroically for their rights against over-
whelming odds.

What makes combating these damaging
accusations so difficult is that so many of
those who have bought into it are all but
impervious to any facts or arguments that
contradict it. Few are interested in hear-
ing that contrary to what has become an
article of faith for the anti-Western, post-
colonial left, Israel is a vibrant, multicul-
tural democracy that exercises remark-
able restraint in carrying out its legiti-
mate defensive operations.

Even more heretical would be the argu-
ment that it is the supposedly innocent
Palestinians who have in reality been
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guilty of persistent aggression, war
crimes, racism, treaty violations and
multiple breaches of international law.

The suspicion also grows that those
who clamour so persistently on behalf of
Palestinian rights, are motivated less by
genuine sympathy for the Palestinians
than they are by hatred of Israel.
Otherwise, surely those concerned with
the well-being of the Palestinians would
speak out against the ruinous policies of
their leaders - their corruption, totalitar-
ianism and self-defeating commitment to
violence at all costs?

Israel, in my view, is guilty of self-
defeating policies of its own, but from an
entirely different perspective in moral
terms. Where else in history would one
find a similar example of a country con-
tinuing to supply its neighbour with elec-
tricity (as well as free hospital care for
tens of thousands of its citizens) even as
the latter conducts a murderous cross-
border bombardment against its cities?

The Hamas-led Gaza population are
doing all in their power to wreak may-
hem against Israel, yet beyond a few iso-
lated voices, no word of condemnation
for this ever issues from the internation-
al community. It was only when the
Israelis, goaded beyond reasonable
endurance by the persistent violations of
their sovereignty, imposed belated and
very limited power cuts, has a pious out-
cry against this cruel “collective punish-
ment” erupted.

The underlying message of this is that
it is preferable for Israeli Jews to face
daily threats of death and mutilation
than it is for Palestinian Arabs to sit in
the dark.

Naturally, no-one is actually denying
the Israeli people their right to self
defence - Heaven forbid! Certainly, the
Israelis have permission to defend them-
selves - so long as they don’t kill any
Palestinians, injure any Palestinians,
damage any Palestinian property or oth-
erwise inconvenience Palestinians in any
way. Meanwhile, the latter are being
allowed to do all those things to the Israeli
people with impunity.

South Africa’s foreign policy in the last
few years has shown a distinct tendency to
side with some of the world’s worst
human rights violators against the demo-
cratic Western nations. Certainly when it
comes to the Middle East conflict, it has
released numerous insultingly one-sided
statements, but it really outdid itself in
this regard last Monday at a Middle East
press briefing in Pretoria.

This time, there was not even a token
condemnation of Palestinian rocket fire -
indeed, it was not even mentioned.
Instead, the Foreign Affairs statement
was an extended anti-Israel diatribe, with
Israel standing condemned of multiple
violations of international law in their
brutal acts of aggression against the help-
less Palestinian population.

So distorted was this latest attack that
one almost sensed that a line had been
crossed. In future, there may not even be a
pretence of South Africa pursuing the
“even-handedness” to which it is officially
committed. That may not be a bad thing,
of course. At least then we will know
where we stand.

Maybe our own power crisis, one that
virtually overnight is threatening to
transform our country into another disin-
tegrating Third World disaster area, rep-
resents a form of Divine retribution for its
continual unbalanced agitation against
Israel on the world stage.

The darkness that has descended upon
us would seem to be symbolic of our gov-
ernment’s pernicious moral blindness so
far as the fraught Middle East question
goes. If so, as a South African who despite
everything remains wistfully patriotic,
my feelings about it all can only be decid-
edly mixed.



