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A nuclear Iran: Will new
Cold War play out in ME?

THE KEY question is what the Russians do in Iran. The record so far is not encouraging. Russia has done little to

help stop the Iranian nuclear weapons drive. On the contrary, Russia has signed lucrative contracts to develop
Iranian nuclear plants and oil fields; blocked UN Security Council proposals for stricter sanctions; and reportedly
signed contracts worth about $20 billion to build 20 nuclear power stations by 2020. SEE PAGES 10 & 11
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Garden manager Mandla Tshabalala is very happy with the growth of his
plants. The Siyakhana Food Garden has provided a range of vegetables,
legumes, maize, fruit, herbs, and will in time provide nuts to people living
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Park, is now a thriving profusion of nourishment. SEE PAGE 5
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Moral choice

WE WOULD all like to make the
morally correct choices in life.
However, throughout history many
have felt that they are prevented
from doing so by forces beyond
their control.

In ancient times many believed
that the course of one’s life was
determined by the stars. Success
and failure, love and hate, fortune
and poverty, even life and death
were all predetermined.

One’s destiny was pre-pro-
grammed under the zodiac under
which one was born and operated -
and there was nothing one could do
to change that. One’s failings,
foibles and farribels could all be
blamed on the distant celestial bod-
ies.

In more modern times, psycholo-
gy and sociology replaced astrolo-
gy as the scapegoats for a lack of
moral direction. Dark, powerful,
practically irresistible forces influ-
enced a person in either the right or
wrong direction.

Unfortunately born into poverty?
A life of crime was understandable,
if not expected.

Abused as a child? Abusive
behaviour can be anticipated. The
impact of our experiences, our
immediate environment and the
circles we mix in impact on our
emotions and thinking and all con-

PARSHAT
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spire to make us less to blame for
our shortcomings.

In the past few years, with the
deciphering of the human genome
there are those who claim that
every personality trait is pro-
grammed into our genetic makeup.

Some are naturally blessed with
a generous gene or a spiritual
bend; others are burdened with a
bum gene that causes them to be
violent or greedy or to have some
other fault.

The very building blocks of our
bodies are to blame for the defi-
ciencies - it is a manufacturer’s
defect.

As Jews, have we ever been able
to accept the prevailing conven-
tional wisdom and rationales for
abdicating responsibility for doing
what is right?

I believe that the opening words
of this week’s parsha hold the
answer.

“Look! Today I am giving you a

blessing and a curse. The bless (is
being given) on the basis that you
listen to the commandments of
G-d, your G-d... And the curse (will
come) if you do not listen to the
commandments of G-d...”

Commentators on the Torah are
puzzled by the first word “Look!”
Would it not have been more
appropriate to use the word
“Shema - Listen!”, when dis-
cussing the choices between good
and evil that the Jews would be
faced with when entering Israel?

These had to be understood.
“Look!”, though, applies to some-
thing that is tangible and visible.

Actually, the word “Look!” could
be referring to something, or
rather someone, who was highly
visible and the model of the mes-
sage of man’s free choice. It could
be referring to Moshe Rabeinu
(Moses) himself as the very best
example to the ages that each of us
is able to defy the limitations that
are popular in different times.

It is well known that Pharaoh’s
astrologers foresaw that Moshe
would be destroyed by water. He
then decreed that all male babies
be thrown into the Nile. Yet 120
years later, Moshe is alive and
well. It is as if he is saying: “Look
at me - the stars do not determine
our destiny.”

Circumstance and society?
Moshe grew up in the palace sur-
rounded by the intoxicating power

SHABBAT TIMES

August 29 / 28 Av

August 30 / 29 Av

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:37 18:26  Johannesburg
18:10 19:02  Cape Town
17:22 18:13  Durban

17:42 18:32  Bloemfontein
17:40 18:32 Port Elizabeth
17:32 18:24  East London

and privilege that stated that a
prince of Egypt was entitled to
oppress and exploit others. It was
a society steeped in idolatry and
decadence.

In stark contrast to his
upbringing, Moshe was now giv-
ing encouragement and guidance
to the Jews to live lives of justice,
holiness and deep trust in G-d.

Moshe even transcended the
laws of genetics and nature.
According to the Medrash his
parents were well beyond their
child-bearing years when Moshe
was born. The message was:
“Even nature, one’s genes and
one’s parents’ genes, are not an
obstacle.”

It is not the cosmos or one’s
chromosomes, society or circum-
stance that determine our des-
tiny. G-d gave each of us the abil-
ity to rise above all of those to
make the moral choices in life.

Have a wonderful Shabbat!

Stay away from strawberries for time being

THE UNION of Orthodox Syna-
gogues’ kashrut department in
Johannesburg says that based on
information provided by leading
kashrut experts in the field, at
present there are extremely high
levels of thrip infestation in straw-
berries all over the world.

Recent research, both locally
and abroad, has shown that even
the most thorough washing sys-
tems currently in place, are inade-

quate in ridding the strawberries
completely of thrips and thrip lar-
vae.

Thrips are tiny insects approxi-
mately 1mm long, which are
sometimes yellow to white. They
can hide under the seeds and
therefore survive the most strin-
gent cleaning methods. An
untrained eye cannot detect this
bug, though it is not microscopic
in size.

The ingestion of even one such
insect can be a severe Torah prohi-
bition - not one, but six prohibi-
tions! In this respect it is far worse
than eating pork!

As a result, a large number of
kashrut organisations in Israel,
the US and Canada, have either
disallowed or discouraged the use
of strawberries.

Some allow their use, but
require very time-consuming and

cumbersome efforts, making it
virtually impossible for an aver-
age person (ie not an expert
checker) to guarantee that they
have sufficiently cleaned their
strawberries.

The Beth Din therefore suggests
that people refrain from eating
fresh strawberries. Strawberry
jam, ice cream, yoghurt and juice
are still under investigation at
this stage and are not affected.

Some practical co-ordinates for survival boundaries

ALISON GOLDBERG

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

EXCESSES IN our lifestyle and
specifically eating habits, were
slammed by a psychologist and
therapist last week in a talk titled
tongue-in-cheek “Successfully sur-
viving Sandton”.

The speaker was Judy Alter
whose stimulating talk was one in a
series of Love Life lectures target-
ing success, hosted at Sandton
Shul.

She cheekily referred to some of
the superficialities of living in
Sandton, such as being able to call
to have a video fetched; gossip last-
ing seven days; and being accused
by Glenhazelites of being material-
istic, false and intimidating. But
Sandtonians are also capable of
being warm and hospitable; of
being proud to be Jewish; and char-
itable.

Food remains a paradox.
Sandtonians feel they have to cater
for 600 even if only 200 people
attend a function. Contrast this

with the desire to be personally-
trained thin and women not eating.

But when the subject turns to
children Alter became serious.
What Kkind of role models are we if
our children need to eat properly
and should be taught to love their
bodies?

“We live to excess,” says Alter.
“Brisses have become like bar-
mitzvahs, barmitzvahs have
become like weddings and the
exquisite centrepieces at wed-
dings have replaced the bride and
groom. Similarly, school lunches
have become a matter of competi-
tion.

“What is it that we are teaching
our children? To be wealthy is to be
successful. But it’s no wonder that
children are confused about their
values.

“Wealth is not an excuse for
wastefulness. What do you do when
you believe you are the chief but
both we and our children know we
haven’t got the means? Keeping up
with the Joneses is the long way

around and requires external
focus.”

Alter continued with what she
said were several GPS co-ordi-
nates to navigate Sandton. “Each
of us has to take a long hard look
at who we are. There is good and
bad news. Self-esteem is about
being able to live with the nice and
not-so-nice parts of ourselves.

“But when we start to settle, our
children start to settle. Parenting
is modelling. If we are not at peace
with ourselves neither will our
children be.”

The second co-ordinate is to
decide who to associate with. “If
you are in the company of a high-
ly competitive person, you may be
better off living without them.

“The third co-ordinate is bound-
aries. Others may have different
values and this will tax your abili-
ty to say no to your children. It’s
important to hear it from someone
they love. Once you send your chil-
dren to a private school, you are
buying into a certain lifestyle and

within that context there are cer-
tain expectations.

“It’s important to remain flexi-
ble. Personal slights about the size
of one’s car should never be taken
personally.”

The fourth co-ordinate is not
having as much as another person.
“You have to let go of the embar-
rassment and instead feel grateful
for what you do have. The impor-
tant question to ask yourself is: For
whom am I doing this? How do I
define a successful life?

“The fifth co-ordinate is that
Sandtonians live in a First World
country. It’s important to see how
the rest of the population live. My
job has given me something
unique and privileged. It’s impor-
tant to see the pain of those who
have nothing.

“The sixth co-ordinate is to
watch what you say and what you
watch. I'm dead against soap
operas and programmes such as
Sweet Sixteen for children which is
all about excess.”
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Cross-cultural bridge-
building on Cape Flats

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

A WOMEN'’S Day project with a difference
saw the Union of Jewish Women’s (UJW)
Cape Town branch literally rolling up their
sleeves and getting stuck into the unlikely
task of house-building in an underprivi-
leged area of the Cape Flats.

Dubbed “Women’s week of building”, the
idea was that it should also serve as an inter-
faith, cross-cultural, bridge-building experi-
ence, according to Daphne Miller, the
Union’s vice-chairman.

Executed in conjunction with Habitat for
Humanity, each group that takes on the
building has to pay that organisation
R70 000, so the UJW set about securing sev-
eral partners. Among them were its
Constantia, Na’arot, Kesher and Milnerton
branches, as well as the Rotary club of Sea
Point and Habonim.

Corporate sponsors included Associated
Magazines and Power Construction, both of
whom sent women to help build too. South
African Women in Dialogue (SAWID), spon-
sored by the Western Cape department of
housing, also joined the build in what Miller
describes as a good example of civil society
joining with government to tackle the coun-
try’s problems.

While Habitat for Humanity is an interna-
tional Christian-based group, it sees itself as
“purely a house-building organisation” in
this country, says Miller. “There’s no reli-
gious connotation to their operations in
South Africa at all.”

Only individuals whose household income
is below R3 000 per month are eligible for
these houses. While in theory the volunteers
hand over a completed house, professional
contractors tackle the plastering, plumbing
and electricity, which is covered by the gov-
ernment housing subsidy to which these
individuals are entitled.

The women were not left to their own
devices, though, as Habitat for Humanity
digs the foundations and lays the foundation

slab. It also employs a foreman and three
professional bricklayers on site to guide the
“builders”.

But that does not mean that they did not
get their hands dirty. “We mixed cement and
carried it to the site. We formed a long chain
to carry bricks which were then laid by the
bricklayers,” Miller recalls.

“But they very quickly put us to work
smoothing the walls - wherever there are lit-
tle gaps, you fill in with cement and you
smooth it out - what they call ‘bagging’ the
walls,” she says in her newly-learned lingo.

In the end there were so many volunteers
that the UJW handed over two completed
houses instead of the planned one. Miller’s
aunt who was visiting from Israel and is
“well in her sixties”, also pitched in every
day.

“On the last day, the foreman gave a talk
saying how apprehensive he was when he
heard it was all women coming. He spoke of
what a nice group it was and of how every-
body listened to him, not like the men who
all think they know better!”

Would the group undertake this task
again? “Without a question,” Miller retorts.

“We want this to be our annual Women’s
Day project. We loved it so much because it
is such a positive thing.

“It’s not like going somewhere, doing a lit-
tle bit” and wondering what difference it will
make. Here, you start something and you
finish with something.

“When the guys carried the door in on the
last day, all the neighbours started ululating
and clapping - we were crying. At the end, I
made a speech thanking everybody and I
wanted to wish them (the new homeowners)
- I couldn’t talk I was so choked up.”

As for the intention for the project to serve
as an interfaith exercise, Miller feels that it
did in fact contribute, if only in a “minis-
cule” way, to changing stereotypes. She
found herself building next to a Muslim
woman and discussing “normal women’s
issues. At the end of the day, we hugged and
said goodbye”, she said.

Anna Berkowitz (left), chairman UJW (Cape Town) and Sheryl Schkolne, executive
committee member, hold the group’s banner outside the house it built in Mfuleni on
the Cape Flats. Daphne Miller, UJW vice-chairman, (in red builder’s hat) looks on.
(PHOTOGRAPH: UNION OF JEWISH WOMEN)
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Property Rental and Management KILLARNEY
CALLING ALL LANDLORDS AND TENANTS

Let us match your needs!!
We have numerous units available in prime areas.
Cottages, houses, flats, townhouses and clusters.
Unfurnished or furnished.

JUST LETTING YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
FOR LANDLORDS AND TENANTS

Calluson 011 483 1265 or visit our website
www.justletting.co.za to view available properties
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Can a successful business person
be a successful Jew?

It's a dog-eat-dog world out there and if you wish to get
ahead, you've got to have what it takes and do what it
takes- right? Fact is, even if you win the rat race, you're still
a rat! Is there a way to climb the economic ladder without
stepping on others? Can the boardroom and bima co-exist?
President of the SA Rabbinical Association, Rabbi Goldman,
explores the Jewish approach to success.

@ SANDTON SHUL - WEDNESDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 8:15pm

Entry Fee: R50. To book call (011) 883 4210 or
email saije@sandtonshul.co.za.
Seating is limited so book early to avoid disappointment

*HEN, lovelife

SANDTON ADULT INSTITUTE "a‘:'\
OF JEWISH EDUCATION

I'VE SAID “YES” TO
MAKING 5769 A BETTER YEAR.

On Sunday |4 September, two weeks before Rosh Hashana Jews from all walks of life will come together for %0 minutes
of inspiration and to pray for peace of mind, health and security. Join them to ensure that 5769 is a better year.

SPECIAL LIVE ADDRESS BY RABBI YEHUDA KRINSKY.

A Secretary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Voted by Newsweek as one of America’s leading Rabbis.

SAY “YES".

Sandton Sun Hotel, Maroela Room, Sunday night, |4 September, 7.30 pm.

GILL MARCLUIS - Chairman, ABSA Bank

chabad house

TOTAKE PART INTHIS EVENT OR FOR MORE INFORMATIOM PLEASE SM5 THEWORD *YES' AND YOUR NAMETO 33456. SMS CHARGED AT R|.50 EACH.
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Limmud caters for all walks and all ages

Coreen Horwitz and David Bilchitz, co-chairmen of Limmud
Johannesburg, ready for South Africa’s Jewish festival of learning,
culture and fun. Nowhere else will you hear 75 local and internation-
al presenters in 24 hours. Limmud takes place this weekend in

J
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—
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Unique properties in the most
exclusive neighbourhoods in

Jerusalem

» Sales
» Rentals
* Investments

33 Keren-Kayemet St., Jerusalem

Tel: 972-2-567 2030

E. Mail: office@century21 jerusalem.com

www.century2ljerusalem.com

AS IF 80 sessions and 75 presen-
ters in 24 hours isn’t enough,
Limmud Johannesburg has put
together a children’s pro-
gramme and an unusual Jewish
market which take place at the
end of the month.

In a media release, Dr David
Bilchitz, co-chairman of
Limmud Johannesburg,
explains: “We definitely have
something for everyone and our
registrations are picking up
fast. Wits Medical School in
Parktown will be the place to be
for all Jews in Johannesburg on
August 30-31, where there will
be a feast of learning and cul-
ture on offer for Jews of all ages
and backgrounds.”

Children are in for the time of
their lives. Alan Glass will per-
form his famous “Beautiful
Creatures”, and children can
watch Brenda Shafir’s shadow
puppet theatre, design Yomtov
cards, learn some dance steps,
and take part in Kindermusik
and in active movement work-
shops.

Older children will have an
opportunity to participate in
these fun workshops as well as
to learn from Jewish texts and
there will also be a créche for
infants.

A full day’s activities are
planned, which will cost par-
ents only R90 per child under
12, including food.

You can also bring your fami-
ly heirlooms to Limmud for a
professional evaluation by
expert, Jeff Fine.

Famous Israeli artist Naama
Nothmann will exhibit her art.

She has held over 40 exhibitions
internationally and three of her
creations were purchased by
the Guggenheim Museum.

Simon Schaffer will have a
photographic exhibition of his
works. He’s a talented South
African photographer, who
experiments with the old and
the new, weaving digital photog-
raphy together with art.

Of cultural interest will be a
visit to the Adler Medical
Museum, which will host a spe-
cial exhibition about the contri-
bution of Jews to healthcare in
Africa.

There will also be an opportu-
nity to learn about Ashkenazi
Jewish hereditary diseases
from the Department of Human
Genetics who will present new
screening techniques and infor-
mation.

Handcrafted imported jew-
ellery from Israel and other
countries, will also be on dis-
play and for sale. You can also
buy special Yomtov gifts at the
WIZO stand.

As part of Limmud’s tikkun
olam ethos, we have a stall from
Khayalethu which is an empow-
erment charity helping Aids
sufferers from Alexandra, to
help themselves.

The crafters make the most
beautiful bead and weaving
works. Take home a custom
made souvenir from Limmud
with an Afro-Jewish twist.

Limmud also has a rare
opportunity to browse a large
collection of new and second-
hand books of Jewish interest.
A book signing by Dan

Munteno, the author of A Jew
like me and you, will also be on
offer.

You can find out more about
local Jewish organisations such
as MaAfrika Tikkun projects
and the Jewish hiking club, to
decide if you want to get
involved.

Says Bilchitz: “Limmud is
a celebration of everything
Jewish, as well as the Jewish
contribution to our wider socie-
ty.

“We hope all Jews in
Johannesburg will take the
opportunity to immerse them-
selves in a day that explores the
richness of our cultural her-
itage in all its facets.”

For more information and
registration, visit www.lim-
mud.org.za <http://www.lim-
mud.org.za/> or call 076-480-
2896. Limmud SA events are all
kosher.

Details:

Saturday, evening August 30
Time: 20:15 till late

Sunday, August 31

Time: 08:00 till late

Venue: Wits Medical School in
Parktown

Adults: R300

Registered students and
teenagers 13 - 18: R150
Children: 3 months - 12: R90

« For further information,
please contact Michelle K
Blumenau of Turquoise PR
& Marketing Communications
on (011) 728-5004/083-273-9891/
michelle@turquoisepr.co.za
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Join us on this Jewish musical journey featurin? audio-visuals
of the greatest Shul voices of yesterday and today

- -# Yudi Cohen

@l Chazan, Cantor or Jazz Singer?

Jose Stern

Rabbi Yossy Goldman
. The Message Behind the Music

Monday 8 September - Part 1
Monday 15 September - Part 2

8 pm

Secure Parking
Tea will be served

Crowd-Pleasers: Classic or Contemporary?

CAJE

R20 The Johannesburg
College of Adult

Jewish Education
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From a sterile inner city lot to thriving profusion

ALISON GOLDBERG

THE SIYAKHANA (Building
Together) Permaculture Food
Garden Initiative is a unique and
exciting project. Brainchild of
Professor Michael Rudolph, head
of the Community Dentistry and
Health Promotion Unit at Wits
University, this Johannesburg
inner city food garden initiative,
arose out of Rudolph’s inherent
commitment to social reform: he
pioneered a mobile dental system
to provide primary oral health-
care to thousands of children
and adults in indigent areas in
South Africa, and worked along-
side NGOs, providing home-
based care to HIV positive and
Aids patients.

Witwatersrand Vice Chancellor’s
Award for Academic Citizenship
for his long-standing work in
community-based activities.

Four years later, the Siyakhana
Food Garden is proving to be a
model and demonstration site for
other similar initiatives in
Gauteng and surrounding pro-
vinces.

What began as an arid and
infertile one-hectare site in
Bezuidenhout Park, allotted to
him by Johannesburg City Parks,
is now a thriving profusion of
nourishment.

Adopting the permaculture
approach, the rock-strewn and
clay-filled ground was vividly
transformed into rich, fertile soil
through dedication, time and a

vided a range of vegeta-
bles, legumes, maize,
fruit, herbs, and will in
time provide nuts to three
specific groups of people
living in the inner city.
These include people

ic foods which have opti-
mal nutritional value to
hundreds of beneficiaries;

* Setting up irrigation
and composting systems
and establishing a nursery
and greenhouse for propa-

living with Aids and their professor gating seedlings and trees
dependants registered Michael for use in the garden and
with government and Rudolph. for sale;

receiving home-based
care; young toddlers in
early childhood development
centres; and street children,
many of whom are runaways or
abandoned children and include
HIV orphans.

Despite initial challenges the
project has achieved a number of
milestones which include:

* A sustainable permaculture

* Training and teaching
people from the communi-
ty.
“The mobilisation of organisa-
tions and agencies has been a
critical element in ensuring the
success and sustainability of the
food garden,” explains Rudolph.

He emphasises the inter- and
multi-disciplinary approach that
has been utilised, involving sev-

and local government depart-
ments, the private sector, and
donor organisations.

Key among them has been
Food and Trees for Africa, the
first and still only national non-
government, non-profit greening
organisation in the country.

Part of the success of the
Siyakhana Food Garden project,
is that it not only provides suste-
nance to needy beneficiaries, but
it also provides employment for
11 fulltime staff, who are cur-
rently being trained to become
future managers and entrepre-
neurs.

Heavily reliant on subsidisa-
tion for its continued subsis-
tence, donors have thus far
included Mendel Kaplan of Cape

eral academic and support
departments at Wits, as well as
partners from NGOs, provincial

Gate, the National Development
Agency, Builders’ Warehouse
and Discovery Health.

great deal of effort.
The professor proudly explains
that the project has already pro-

garden that produces vegetables,
grains, herbs and fruits;
* Distributing a rage of organ-

In 2005, as a tribute to his com-
mitment, Rudolph was honoured
with the University of

In an emergency,
help is available...

TAKE YOUR
MIND ON A
JEWISH
JOURNEY

Up to 96 sessions and
80 presenters in one day!

Mever before in South Africa has there been a Jewish learning experience
with so much choice. Whether your interest is religion, nationality, fun
or culture — get ready for an incredible Jewish journey. Find out more
about Jewish culture, The Middle East, Rwanda and the Holocaust,
Human Rights and Jewish Tradition, Spirituality, Religion and other issues.

Our cemetery staff is on standby for emergencies 24/7 on
011 321 0000 code 4284 or 083 704 3994

Our emergency 24-hour helpline puts people facing crises and/or
feeling desperate and distressed in touch with experienced counsellors
who can offer guidance, support and other necessary action.

JOHANNESBURG CAPE TOWN ———
Saturday, 30 August — from 20h00 29 — 31 August 2008 Al s '
Sunday, 31 August 2008 — from 08h30 - 21h00  Ocean View Hotel, Strand IE PO CR RN T 2

Wits Medical School, Parktown

DURBAN
Tuesday, 2 and Wednesday, 3 September 2008 - evenings
Durban Jewish Centre

REGISTER NOW

www.limmud.org.za
083 273 9891

Limmud is a global leader in innovative, inclusive Jewish education

Our trauma response team is available to provide emotional support
in times of extraordinary stress and duress on the helpline number above

Your community needs you
Help us to help those unable to help themselves

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH HELPING HAND g

™
R ™p ran )N

Tel: 011 532 9600 Fax: 011 532 9655 Email: chevrahgroup@ijhbchev.co.za
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I'VE SAID “YES” TO
MAKING 5769 A BETTER YEAR.

STAMN SMOOKLER - Stan the Good Shabbos Man

On Sunday |4 September, two weeks before Rosh Hashana Jews from all walks of life will come together for 90 minutes
of inspiration and to pray for peace of mind, health and security. Join them to ensure that 5769 is a better year.

SPECIAL LIVE ADDRESS BY RABBI YEHUDA KRINSKY.

A Secretary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Voted by Newsweek as one of America'’s leading Rabbis

SAY “YES”,

)

chabad house

Sandton 5un Hotel, Maroela Room, Sunday night, 14 September, 7.30 pm.

TOTAKE PART INTHIS EVENT OR FOR MORE INFORMATIOM PLEASE SM5 THEWORD *YES' AND YOUR NAMETO 33456. SMS CHARGED AT R|.50 EACH.
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Rebbetzen Rochel Goldman with some of her committee. Standing: Ronit Boleli, Janice Leibowitz, Mandy
Bloch, Tracy Miltz and Yolanda Goldman. Seated: Limor Raz, Rochel Goldman and Stacey Uriah.

A veritable feast
of yellow, black
and purple

Guest speaker Esther Piekarski with Pam Yachad and
Nechana Fishman.

Singer Anat Kirsch showing off her beautiful voice.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA
LEWIS

JUST THE mere subject of this

year’s Women of the World lunch-
eon, “Rejuvenation and
Inspiration”, was enough to whet
the appetites of the 620 women who
attended the event at the Sandton
Sun, to be nurtured by a plethora of
facilities laid on for them.

The “rejuvenation” came from
the “nurturing of the nurturers” -
the foot and neck massaging by
therapists at Mangwanani Spa; the
ambiance and the Dis-Chem Expo,
an entire expo of health, beauty
and wellness, which included
experts in pilates, life coaching,
reflexology, stress management etc.

Then there was the magnificent
gifts which were raffled, which
included jewellery valued at
R12 000, a massage chair, etc plus a
gift bag given to each woman, con-
taining Rivka Slonin’s book, Bread
and Fire. There was also an updat-
ed, “The Good News about South
Africa” to post on fridge doors and
generate good vibes in the home,
and a magnificent sterling silver
and crystal salt server especially
created in Italy and Hungary.

For those planning to offset the
salt server and make their own
challah, Rebbetzen Rochel Gold-
man’s challah recipe was printed
out and included in the pack.

The “inspiration” part came
from 94.7’s news manager and MC,
Benita Levin’s words, a talk by
guest speaker from Israel, Esther
Piekarski who spoke on the power
of women in the feminine era and

the magnificent singing of Anat
Kirsch.

A presentation of the “Women of
the Year” award went to sisters-in-
law Valerie and Marilyn
Blumenthal for their contributions
to the community.

From a visual point of view, this
WOW function would once again
have matched any function any-
where.

Keeping to the theme of yellow,
black and purple, Gideon’s stun-
ning décor featuring massive
arrangements made up from
lemons, created an ambience of
richness and welcome as guests
arrived at the foyer of the Maroela
Room of the Sandton Sun.

The many table arrangements in
the hall itself were also “inspiration
for the eyes”. Thirteen different
designers created the most imagina-
tive and beautiful table décor, each
one vying with the others to win the
coveted first prize presented by
Wally Klack of Gideon’s Flowers.
He said it had been a difficult choice
as the arrangements had been of
such a high standard. The winning
table was number 46 designed by
Angelique.

The function was dedicated to the
memory of Selma Blumenthal who
died recently and whose grand-
daughter Stacey Bartkunsky spoke
to the gathering on the many chari-
table acts done by her grandpar-
ents.

Rochel Goldman, the convener,
said they wanted to inspire women
and, give inspiration to those who
would in turn, inspire and nurture
the nation.

Guests enjoying a back massage by experts from Mangwanani Spa.

29 August - 05 September 2008

SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Wally Klack from Gideon'’s Flowers, with Angelique,
winner of the table decoration competition.

Greeting guests at the reception table, Pnina
Minkowitz, Dina Cohen and Estie Stern.

1

MC Benita Levin presents a gift to Wally Klack of
Gideon’s.

Winners of the Woman of the Year award, sisters-in-law
Valerie and Marilyn Blumenthal show their certificates.
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel slier@absamail.co.za

JOHANNESBURG
Joel Levy continues from London:

“Whenever we drove through
Houghton with my grandfather and
went past Abe Hack’s home, my
grandfather always said that his
cousin Abe Hack lived there. They
were both named Abe and thus the
name always stuck in my mind. The
only part of the Hack family that I
knew was Hilda and Simon Liebowitz.
As a kid, however, I had no idea that
Hilda was, in fact, Abe Hack’s sister.

“While at Wits I eventually got the
idea of doing a family tree. My grand-
parents had sadly passed away by
then but the idea of a family tree kind
of evolved by my always wondering
how Abe Hack and the other cousins
that my grandfather mentioned from
time to time, but whom I had never
actually met, were related to my
grandfather and thus, myself.

“So my research began. The first
thing that I discovered was that not
only did most of the family, alive at
the time, not even know about the
existence of all the cousins they had
in South Africa, but most were not
particularly interested. From my per-
sonal perspective, it was a very
strange thing to encounter.

“When I worked on my mother’s
family, most were wiped out in the
Holocaust, but here was a relatively
large family, mostly unaffected by the
Holocaust, yet very few knew or were
interested in any other family mem-
bers beyond their own immediate
families. Quite ironic that a large fam-
ily that pretty much escaped the
Holocaust should be so unconnected
and not close.”

JOHANNESBURG

Limmud is with us again, this coming
weekend, starting Saturday evening
and carrying on all day Sunday. It is
taking place at Wits Medical School in
the grounds of the Johannesburg
Hospital.

Limmud, as everyone Kknows,
means “learning” and there is simply
too much to see and to hear. Starting
at 20:45 on Saturday night with eight
lectures or talks, followed by a Jewish
choir, an Israeli film festival, a
Jewish-African music extravaganza
and y-Idols, only two of which can
comfortably be attended

“On Sunday the programme
starts at 08:30 and continues
throughout the day, with the last
sessions starting at 21:00 in the
evening. Kosher lunch, tea and sup-
per will be available.

Limmud calls itself a global
leader in innovation and a look at
the Sunday programme will con-
firm this, with 84 events. With the
best intention a person can only
manage a maximum of eight. There
will be 14 visiting and 60 local
speakers and presenters.

Co-chairman of Limmud, David
Bilchitz says: “Limmud is about
debating, engaging in conversation
and meeting with people with
whom we agree, as well as with
those who disagree with us.”

Limmud is in fact a Jewish learn-
ing, studying and education activity
incorporating subjects such as
Torah, history, music, politics,
green issues, psychology, literature,
theatre and much, much more. The
choice is phenomenal.

No matter how selective a person
is in choosing which talks or pre-
sentations to attend, a great deal
will nevertheless be missed because
of simultaneous presentations.

This year, besides Cape Town
there will also be Limmud pro-
grammes in Durban on Tuesday
and Wednesday, September 2 and 3.

JOHANNESBURG

Is there something in the water in
Gauteng? Two weeks ago Lew
Freeman celebrated his 90th birth-
day and last week Teddy Cohen had
a birthday bash at the Inanda Club
to celebrate his 100th.

The first thing you know about
him is that when he shakes your
hand in welcome, you make a men-
tal note to see a bone specialist to X-
ray your crushed fingers. He proud-
ly showed everyone the gold medal
dangling from his neck. It seemed
appropriate as the Olympic Games
were taking place simultaneously.

Teddy is the “Boy from Barkly” -
Barkly West in fact, on the banks of
the Vaal River where the diamonds
are found and he is truly a gem of a
man.

He went to Grey College in
Bloemfontein, from there on to
Kimberley Boys High, then into his
own bicycle shop in Kimberley,
which seemed natural enough as he
was always fixing bicycles and
motorbikes. At the age of 18 he had
a serious motorbike accident and it
took him two years to recover.

The wanderlust got to him and he
went to (then) Rhodesia in 1928

(aged 20) and opened - guess what - a
bicycle store in Bulawayo. He moved
on to Broken Hill on the Copperbelt
where again he sold bicycles. He
returned to South Africa and opened -
guess what - a bicycle store in
Bloemfontein where he remained for
48 years.

He was always fascinated by the
way things worked and his greatest
pleasure was “fixing things”.

“Don’t you have something that
needs fixing?” was his oft heard plain-
tive cry. He could fix anything from
cars to furniture and everything in
between. He also made boats and toys
and wheels, in fact nothing was out-
side his range of interest.

Teddy Cohen was an expert shottist
and was a member of five clubs. He
has many shooting trophies to show.
He was also a fine archer. His green
fingers display can be seen in his flat
in Killarney in Johannesburg which
has the most wonderful botanical gar-
den on the balcony, with pride of
place given to weeping mulberry
trees.

Teddy and his wife, Selma, (who
died in 1975) had a son, Ronald, an
architect and a very good painter,
who sadly passed away last
December. They also had a daughter,
Gwenda, who has three boys. Teddy
was fortunate in having a partner,
Sonja, for 27 years of mutual devo-
tion.

When he was 89, Teddy had a fall
and this, he said, made him realise the
passing years. He decided to count his
life in blocks of five. After the age of
95 he was prepared for the next five.

Called on to say a few words, Teddy
ad-libbed a poem he had composed. “I
have made the magic one hundred,”
he ended.

Asked the secret of his longevity,
Teddy Cohen replied: “I guess I just
never stopped breathing.” Mention
must be made of his kid brother, Max,
a youthful 98.

« There are dangers in genealogy.
This was heard at the United Zionist
Luncheon Club and printed here by
request.

It is about some Americans, who
when researching their family tree
found that a great-uncle of theirs,
Abie, had been sent to the electric
chair for a murder he had committed.

They pondered over this problem
and then inserted the following in
their write-up. “Uncle Abie was given
the chair of applied electronics at a
government institution to which he
was attached with strong ties. His
death was a great shock.”

Acknowledgement to: Mike Levy.

Budget Plumbing
Supplier

and service par excellence
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GALA CORNER ROUND
SHOWER DOOR 900MM
High polished aluminium
shower door - 900mm wide
* Space saving e Stylish

» State-of-the-art

R 1650 (INCL VAT)

Visit our functional
showroom for great prices
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Chabad invites community to join it in prayer

THE PAST year has been extremely
difficult for our community and in
fact the entire country. The many
senseless murders of key communi-
ty members and the total degrada-
tion of our society, has prompted
leading outreach organisation

Chabad House, to take action, the
organisation says
release.

The month of Elul which pre-
cedes Rosh Hashanah, is a time
when G-d is more receptive to our

in a media

prayers than any other month of the
year, the release states. It is with
this in mind that Chabad House has
arranged an evening of 90 minutes
of inspiration just two weeks before
Rosh Hashanah, according to Rabbi
Dovid Masinter, director of Chabad
House Johannesburg.

The evening will include, among
other things, a special live address
by Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, a secre-
tary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe and
voted by Newsweek as one of

America’s leading rabbis.

“We encourage members of the
entire South African Jewish com-
munity to unite with us to change
decrees on High and make 5769 a
better year for all South Africans,”
concludes Rabbi Masinter.

The meeting will be held at the
Sandton Sun, Maroela Room on
Sunday 14th September at 07:30pm.
The media release encourages peo-
ple to SMS the word yes and their
name to 33456 to show support.

I
AMAZING |
T RANSPORT &
WarEnousING

TRANSPORT &
 WAREHOUSING

* Free quotations

¢ Fully trained
supervised staff

* Monitored storage

* Local and long distance
transport

* Specialising in packing
and unpacking L

* Removal of safes and computer equipment

011 887 1882 « 011 440 2736

Fax: 011 440 2905 * Cell: 083 271 0273

'Wa are an Accredited Mu'fe"m the
Professional Movers Association of 54

CREDy,,
< BEES

Q

Member of Th Road Froight Association - the body
ihat sets standards for (ucking comparses and drivers

ESTABLISHED IN 1989, AMAZING TRANSPORT AND WAREHOUSING
WILL GUARANTEE A STRESS-FREE MOVE.

WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON OUR PERSONAL SERVICE AND
DEDICATION TO YOU, OUR VALUED CGLIENT.

Email: info@amazingtransport.co.za

The Professaonal Movers Association

Website: www.amazingtransport.co.za

SPECIAL LIVE ADDRESS BY RABBI YEHUDA KRINSKY.

A Secretary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Voted by Mewsweek as one of America’s leading Rabbis,

SAY “YES”,

I'VE SAID “YES” TO
MAKING 5769 A BETTER YEAR.

On Sunday |4 Seprember, two weeks before Rosh Hashana |ews from all walks of life will come together for 90 minutes
of inspiration and to pray for peace of mind, health and security. Join them to ensure that 5769 is a better year.

nH‘J

DEMNISE ZASLANSKY - CEQ, Firzt Realty

Sandton Sun Hotel, Marcela Room, Sunday night, |4 September, 7.30 pm.

TOTAKE PART IN THIS EVENT OR FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE SMSTHEWORD "YES' AND YOUR NAMETO 33456. SM5 CHARGED AT R1.50 EACH.
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SHALOM INDEPENDENT
MASORTI CONGREGATION

EIN\

Independent Masorti
Congregation

AFFILIATED TO THE WORLD
COUNCIL OF CONSERVATIVE/
MASORTI SYNAGOGUES

WE ARE NOT REFORM
WE ARE NOT ORTHODOX

MASOBRTI

WE ARE A TRADITIONAL SHUL
WITH MODERN VALUES.

The Masorti / Conservative movement is represented in more than
30 countries worldwide and is the largest denomination
in the United States of America.

Ours is a Shul with a difference. Men, women and children sit
together and pray together following the traditional services.
Everyone takes an active part in the services, reading and singing.

A FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER,
STAYS TOGETHER!

The sermons are outstanding and our traditional services are easy to
follow. We have the biggest choir in town as the whole congregation
joins in the singing.

We are not just a Shul...
WE ARE YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME.

Every Tuesday night from 19:30 - 20:30, we hold SHIURIM
covering a range of interesting subjects presented by different speakers,
followed by refreshments.

We have daily evening services at 18:00

Join us for Shabbat Services on Friday evenings at 18:00 and
Saturday morning at 09:00 followed by our traditional brocha,
good conversation and friendship.

YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE, BUT YOU MAY
JUST REGAIN YOUR JEWISH TRADITION.

We are taking seat bookings NOW for the High Holy Days -
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Phone Esther on (011) 485-5619 for any queries or assistance on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 09:00 - 12:00.

YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Venue: 6 Elray Street Raedene Johannesburg
(next door to Beyachad). Secure on site parking available

Telephone 011-485-5619

E-mail: masortishalom @telkomsa.net

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU

Executive director of the Lithuanian Jewish community, Simon Gurevichius (left)
engages with members of the audience after his address.

Lithuania slowly rebuilds
its shattered Jewish past

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY ily was Killed in the Holocaust and (the
MOIRA SCHNEIDER work) makes me happy and gives meaning to
CAPE TOWN my life,” he added.

Speaking of the “70 per cent affiliated”
community’s goals, he said: “We make sure
that each Jew has dignified living conditions
- how can we be a Jewish community other-
wise?”

Jewish renewal through education and
strengthening Jewish identity, were also on
the agenda, in addition to preserving Jewish
heritage.

“We'’re trying to rebuild what we lost.
Maybe we will one day be 250 000,” he said,
referring to the Lithuanian Jewish popula-
tion before the Holocaust, “but we have to
work very hard in the meantime.”

He said that more and more Jewish people
were becoming “good lawyers, good doctors
and good economists” and would lead the
community in the future.

“Issues” in the community today included
efforts to regain Jewish property, something
not provided for in Lithuanian law.

Describing this as a “historical injustice”,
Gurevichius said the return of community
property would “help with Jewish life. Some
individuals live in Israel in poverty - (the
return of) their house could give them a dig-
nified life.”

Building on synagogue and cemetery sites
should not be allowed, he added. As for the
recent displays of anti-Semitism exemplified
by the appearance of swastikas on the
Jewish community centre on Tisha B’Av
and the vandalising of three Jewish ceme-
teries, he said it was “very important for us
not to be quiet.

“We have to make sure that those things

THERE WAS “something special” in the soil
of Lithuania, Simon Gurevichius, executive
director of the Lithuanian Jewish communi-
ty, said, attempting to explain the “miracle”
of the resurgence of Jewish life in that coun-
try. Addressing a gathering held under the
auspices of the South African Jewish Board
of Deputies (Cape Council), the South African
Jewish Museum and The Living Newspaper,
he said that “even though the Nazis and the
Soviets tried to destroy us, we’re still strong”.

The effervescent Gurevichius, 27, who was
born in Vilna, said he first became aware of
the fact that he was Jewish at the age of six.
At the age of eight, when it was illegal, he was
introduced to the Jewish community.

“My parents could have lost their jobs - it
was still the Soviet Union and one was not
allowed to express one’s Jewishness,” he
reminded the audience.

Today the 5 000-strong community boasts a
“beautiful” centre, a youth movement and a
summer camp catering to 600 youngsters,
with 1 300 individuals participating in the
local Limmud programme.

The kindergarten accommodates 42 chil-
dren and the Jewish school in Vilna, 275.
Space constraints preclude the inclusion of
more than 200 others. “The children are
bringing Jewishness to the home,” he
stressed.

Gurevichius said he was the first in his
family to graduate from university, because
of the quotas restricting Jewish students in
earlier times. “My mother wanted to be a doc-
tor, but she couldn’t as there were already that happened are not repeated.” He makes
five Jews enrolled, so she became anurse,” he regular appearances on television, denounc-
said. ing the evil, much to his mother’s concern,

Gurevichius in fact graduated top of his he says.
class from the “most prestigious” Vilnius Expressing surprise that he could “see the
University, despite being told by an anti- same faces as at home” in the audience,
Semitic professor at the start of his studies Gurevichius said it was “very important for
that he should rather be in Israel. us to be able to connect. You can be a good

Though, as a multilingual economist he example for us - you’ve got the same Jewish
could work anywhere, he had chosen to values and traditions and the Yiddishe
remain in Lithuania and lead the community = neshamah that we’ve got inside.”
as a result of his grandmother’s dying words, Inviting the audience to visit “the place
he said. your grandparents are from”, Gurevichius

She told him “we should never give up - if quipped: “If they see a Jewish face from
there’s anything the anti-Semites would like, South Africa speaking Yiddish, that’s the
it’s for the Jews to disappear. A lot of my fam-  best medicine; they don’t need any pills.”

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

MIT MAGAZINE CITES TECHNION SCIENTIST

JERUSALEM - An Israeli Arab scientist
at the Technion has been named one of
the world's top 35 young scientists by
Technology Review Magazine.

person's breath, according to a state-
ment from American Friends of the
Technion, Israel's Institute of
Technology.

Hossam Haick was selected from
more than 300 nominees for his work
on the development of an "electronic
nose", a device consisting of nano-
sized sensors that can detect cancer in a

Haick was selected by a panel of
expert judges and editorial staff at
Technology Review, which is MIT's
magazine of innovation, for the list of 35
top scientists under age 35. (JTA)
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SPECIAL LIVE ADDRESS BY RABBI YEHUDA KRINSKY.

A Secretary of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Voted by Newsweek as one of America’s leading Rabbis.

SAY “YES” TO BEING THERE!
AND MAKE 5769 A BETTER YEAR!

Y
Sandton Sun Hotel, Maroela Room, Sunday night, 14 September; 7.30 pm. Q

chabad house

TO TAKE PART IN THIS EVENT OR FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE SMS THEWORD *YES*' AND YOUR NAMETO 33456. SMS CHARGED AT R1.50 EACH.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Are Diaspora Jews
more safe now?

SITTING DOWN here at the bottom of Africa,
occupied as we are with our own local issues,
South Africans often have a tendency to
imagine that we are pretty much immune to
some of the thorny things happening in the
hemisphere up north, such as the problem
faced by Europe, the United States and Israel,
of how to stop Iran becoming a nuclear
power.

The increasingly panicky rhetoric emanat-
ing from the West about imposing sanctions
against that country, or a military attack by
Israel or the US, tends to get filed away by us
as something happening “up there”.

It may have been true in the past. For exam-
ple, aside from some relatively small local
manifestations, the carnage of the Second
World War was something that took place far
away, while we remained safe here. But in
this increasingly globalised world, almost
anything happening anywhere can immedi-
ately affect far-off places. The article on this
page about the potential consequences of an
attack on Iran, illustrates this well.

For Jews specifically, an ironic aspect of
the threat Iran poses to the international
community - with its support for Islamist ter-
rorist organisations like Hezbollah and Al-
Qaida, its threats to eliminate Israel, etc - is
how it turns a basic premise of Theodor
Herzl’s Zionist concept on its head.

Herzl intended the creation of the Jewish
state to provide a safe haven for Diaspora
Jews who were endangered because of anti-
Semitism in their various countries. Israel’s
existence was supposed to increase the safety
of Diaspora Jews.

Today, however, what Israel does, or what
happens to it, also has the potential to radical-
ly increase the dangers for Diaspora Jews - as
well as other people - including those in their
comfortable homes in Johannesburg. The
Iran situation and its connection to Israel is
an example: Islamic extremists such as those
who rule Iran often perceive Israel and the
Diaspora as part of the same “enemy”, and
see both as legitimate targets for attack.

Iran and its proxies such as Hezbollah, are
believed to have sleeper cells and agents in
many countries who are ready and able to
strike, if called upon to do so.

A few recent examples in places thousands
of kilometres from the Middle East, illustrate
this scenario: the September 11 attack in 2001
against the World Trade Centre in New York
that took 3 000 lives in what was considered to
be the relative safety of the US; the 1994
attack against the Jewish centre in
Argentina, in which 85 people were mur-
dered; and the bombing of a bus in London in
July 2005 in which 52 were killed.

The globalisation of terror makes the ques-
tion of an attack on Iran significantly more
personal - in a worst-case scenario, it might
be endangering our very own friends, rela-
tives, children and grandchildren who live
here.

Today, an attack in one part of the globe
can immediately open a Pandora’s box of vio-
lent counter-attacks in other parts of the
globe. One cannot know in advance where
this will happen. What is certain is that if
Iran is attacked, we in Johannesburg will
immediately be less safe.

Celebrating diversity
of Jewish world

THE GRAND celebration of diverse Jewish
life and thought which has been put together
for the Limmud programme this weekend,
promises to be stimulating and inspiring, as
have the Limmud programmes that have
taken place in many other parts of the world.

Last year’s South African Limmud was a
huge success, bringing in hundreds of people
ranging from those deeply immersed in the
Jewish community, to those who seldom par-
ticipate in formal Jewish events. We antici-
pate this year’s event being even bigger and
better.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

The quandary about Iran

LORD ALFRED Milner once proclaimed
that “if we believe a thing to be bad and if
we have a right to prevent it, it is our duty
to try to prevent it and damn the conse-
quences”.

What to do about Iran remains perhaps
the most vexatious and pressing question
currently confronting the international
community. Tehran’s nuclear programme,
its support for proxy “terrorist organisa-
tions”, its role in Iraq, the testing of long-
range missiles, and sabre-rattling threats to
inter alia “wipe Israel off the map” have set
the proverbial panic buttons ringing in
many capitals.

For Benyamin Netanyahu, the rise of
Iran’s extremist regime is the “defining
geopolitical event of our times” and without
doubt Israel’s greatest security dilemma.

For its part, the Bush administration has
repeatedly asserted that Iran will never be
allowed to acquire nuclear weapons. Israel
emphatically supports this position.

Indeed, for the Jewish State, Iran repre-
sents an existential threat to its very real
survival. Given the centrality of pre-emp-
tiveness that lies at the cornerstone of both
US and Israeli strategic doctrine, the ques-
tion that remains is one of what can be done
to ensure that Iran’s ambitions are thwart-
ed.

In recent years, negotiations and the
imposition of limited economic and diplo-
matic sanctions seem to have made little, if
any, headway. Iran has engaged in a high-
stakes and elaborate game of cat and mouse
diplomacy while simultaneously continuing
to enrich uranium, goad Hezbollah into con-
fronting Israel, and destabilising Iraq.

On August 19 Iran’s official news agency
reported that the Islamic Republic now
intended building more nuclear power
plants.

Shaul Mofaz, Israel’s deputy prime minis-
ter, (himself an Iranian-born Jew) has
warned very recently that the time for diplo-
macy is quickly running out and that Iran
could have the bomb by as soon as the end of
2009.

John Bolton, the hawkish former US
ambassador to the UN, has called on more
than one occasion for a military attack on
Iran.

Newsweek magazine has, in the past, car-
ried reports suggesting that US Vice-
President Dick Cheney has “been discussing
the possibility of encouraging Israel to
launch missile strikes at an Iranian nuclear
site in order to provoke Iran into lashing
out, and open the way to a wider US assault.

US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice,
three weeks ago indicated that the US would
also not act to prevent an Israeli decision to
strike Iran. “We don’t say yes or no to Israeli
military operations. Israel is a sovereign
country.”
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So, if diplomacy (both persuasive and
coercive) fails to produce a peaceful solu-
tion, what other options remain?

The one option is of course to do noth-
ing and to allow Iran to acquire a nuclear
weapon capability and rely purely on the
logic of deterrence. According to this
school of thought, Iran would never actu-
ally use nuclear weapons because Israel
retains a second strike capability and
because the US would also retaliate with
nuclear weapons.

Indeed, Tehran’s intention to acquire
nuclear weapons is, according to the pro-
ponents of deterrence, driven over-
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whelmingly by a need to ensure that the
US does not invade or seek to overthrow
the Islamic Republic.

The alternative is, of course, a major
air strike designed to destroy Iran’s
nuclear and missile sites and other infra-
structure and to consequently emascu-
late Iran’s military capabilities.

There is also a growing belief that a
military attack after the US election, but
before the inauguration of the next presi-
dent in January 2009, is an increasingly
possible scenario. Such an attack could be
launched by the US, by Israel acting uni-
laterally, or by way of a “joint venture”.

So, is such a military attack desirable,
possible, and what could the potential
fall-out be? To paraphrase Lord Milner,
should this indeed be a case of striking
Iran and damn the consequences?

While some believe that Iran would be
shell-shocked into relative submission
and that such an attack could even signal
the end of the current regime, I would
argue that this is a fanciful and extremely
dangerous view.

An attack on Iran would have far-
reaching and potentially frightening con-
sequences. On July 14, Syria’s President

Bashir al-Assad, warned that an assault
on Iran would “have grave consequences
and would cost the United States and the
planet dear”.

Tehran could respond on several levels.
First of all Iran could block the strategic
straits of Hormuz through which nearly 40
per cent of the world’s oil passes.

Foreign oil tankers in the straits could
be attacked, causing massive disruption to
global oil supplies. Iran could also use its
medium-range missile to attack the oil
installations and oil fields of pro-Western
states such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Qatar.

Tehran has already warned Qatar,
where the United States has its central
military command (CENTCOM) that its
vast gas compression facilities would be
targeted if it allowed the US to attack Iran.

In this scenario the world’s prosperity
would be greatly imperilled if oil did not
flow again for months, as a result.

InIraq, Iran could provide Shi’ite funda-
mentalists such as the Mahdi Army with
sophisticated weaponry to attack US
forces and to try and topple the current
Iraqi government.

In Lebanon, massive direct involvement
on behalf of Hezbollah could destroy the
fragile balance that presently prevails and
a Hezbollah controlled Lebanon, coupled
with a greater Iranian influence in Gaza,
would surely mean another proxy war
with Israel.

Iran could also bide its time and at times
and places of its own choosing, could
carry out sustained and frequent terror
attacks on Western targets in many parts
of the world.

Using its own Revolutionary Guards or
via attacks carried out by Hezbollah or
other Shi’ite radical movements, this
could make Al-Qaida’s terrorism appear
miniscule by comparison.

The likelihood that an intensive military
air bombardment of Iran nuclear sites
would largely succeed, is highly doubtful.
One needs to be mindful that Iran’s facili-
ties are dispersed around various sites,
with some built deep underground and
protected by anti-aircraft batteries.

An attack that only partially succeeds
could in fact push Iran to greatly acceler-
ate its efforts to acquire WMDs.

Will Iran blink first and step back from
the dangerous path it has embarked upon?
Is there a mix of sanctions and induce-
ments that could yet resolve this great
issue of our time?

Let us fervently hope so. For if not, a
military assault on Iran could become
inevitable and “damn the consequences”.

Larry Benjamin is a lecturer in interna-
tional relations at Wits University.

Will new Cold War play

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WHEN PRIME Minister Ehud Olmert goes
to Moscow next month, his first order of
business will be to make sure the Russians
don’t sell sophisticated new weaponry to
Syria that could alter the military status
quo in the Middle East.

Last week, Syrian President Bashar
Assad visited Russia to make a pitch for
the arms, new anti-aircraft missiles and
ground-to-ground rockets that would put
all of the Jewish state within range of
Damascus.

Though Russia rejected the request, the
Russians apparently are prepared to sell
Syria other anti-aircraft missiles, state-of-
the-art anti-tank missiles and fighter
planes.

In January 2005, Vladimir Putin - then
Russia’s president and now its prime min-
ister - promised Israel not to sell arms that
might upset the strategic balance in the
Middle East. So far, Putin has kept that
promise.

But with talk of a new Cold War in the
offing following Russia’s military success-

es in Georgia earlier this month, Israel
is worried Russia might reassess this
policy and use the sale of new weaponry
to Syria - or the threat of it - to strength-
en Russia’s hand vis-a-vis Israel’s pri-
mary ally, the United States.

Some experts are concerned that the
growing clash between Russian and US
interests will prompt Moscow to feel
freer to sell its arms to countries outside
the US orbit that also happen to be hos-
tile to Israel.

The worst-case scenario, experts say,
is that Russia would revert to its Soviet
role as Middle East spoiler, fanning the
flames of conflict and undermining
peace efforts.

Most say, however, that Russia will
always stop short of direct confrontation
- and the Georgia episode hasn’t
changed this approach.

“There is no way the Russians are
going back to the Cold War or anything
like it,” one Israeli official told JTA on
condition of anonymity.

But Itamar Rabinovich, a former
Israeli ambassador to the United States
who is now at Tel Aviv University,
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argues that Russia has emerged much
stronger from its Georgia campaign and
that this will have repercussions for the
Middle East.

In Rabinovich’s view, US-Russian
c-operation on Iran is now far less likely,
and Russian arms sales to Iran and Syria
are much more likely.

Israeli analysts say the Russian mili-
tary industry long has been pushing for
unrestricted weapons sales, but Putin
has been wary of selling weapons that
could spark regional flare-ups and
involve Russia in head-to-head conflict
with the West.

In the past, Russia has refrained from
selling strategic weapons like the
Iskander-E ground-to-ground rocket or
the S-300 anti-aircraft missile to Syria.

The Iskandar is far more accurate than
the Scud rockets currently in the Syrian
arsenal and could pinpoint any target in
Israel from Haifa to Eilat. The S-300 has a
range of 200 kilometres and can handle
36 targets at once. Deployed in Damascus,
it could threaten aircraft deep inside
Israeli airspace.

Continued on page 11



