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ON SEPTEMBER 5, 1972, at 04:30 in the Olympic village in Munich, Dan Alon and his roommate, fellow
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bed. They were the shots that killed weightlifter Yossi Romano in the adjoining room. During the massacre that 
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Black September were killed by police during an abortive rescue attempt.    SEE PAGES 9 & 10
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

selves wells, broken cisterns that
hold no water (Verse 13).

What is the prophet saying? If
you exchanged G-d and Torah for
some other noble, exalted philoso-
phy or for another highly princi-
pled ideology, nu, at least there
might be some imaginary justifi-
cation. But for what have you
exchanged the lofty moral truths
of G-d and Torah? For hevel, futil-
ity, emptiness and nothingness.
This is a terrible double blow.

Those who pursue a path of
emptiness become empty people.
Their lives are filled with nothing
more than empty materialism;
zero content and zero meaning. At
least people like Warren Buffett
give it away. His single-minded
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focus on amassing wealth has been
more than vindicated by such
unprecedented philanthropy. 

But materialism for its own sake,
with no higher purpose whatsoev-
er, is futile and empty and can only
lead to those practising it becoming
empty-headed themselves. Some
generations sinned by denying G-d.
Jeremiah weeps for a generation
that worships nonsense and empty
escapism.

What is the worst thing in the
world that can happen to a teenag-
er today? To be home alone on a
Saturday night without a date! 

And the teenager’s parents need
to chill after all the pressures of the
workweek. So we build ourselves
huge and magnificent entertain-
ment edifices, towers of trivia, cen-
tres of senselessness. And we fill
the void and the vacuum in our
lives with escapist pleasures -
drinking and gambling, smoking
and snorting. 

Generations ago, Jewish parents
cried bitter tears because they lost
their children to communism,
socialism, hippie-ism or other anti-
establishment ideologies. 

The tragedy of our time is that

we are losing our youth not to
any form of political activism or
social consciousness but to
emptiness and futility, to drugs
and raves. At least the misguided
young rebels of old believed in a
cause. Right or wrong, they were
trying to build a better world.
Today, it’s “to hell with the
world, pass the beer!”

Jeremiah pleads with us to for-
sake this fling with futility and
empty cisterns and to embrace
the eternal spring of living
waters, the authentic truths of
Torah and the way of G-d. Let us
lead our children towards mean-
ingful spirituality and sanctity.
Sanity must surely follow.

August 1 / 29 Tammuz 

August 2 / 1 Av 

Erev Shabbat

Starts Ends

17:24 18:15 Johannesburg
17:50 18:44 Cape Town
17:06 17:58 Durban
17:27 18:18 Bloemfontein
17:21 18:14 Port Elizabeth
17:13 18:06 East London

SSHHAABBBBAATT  TTIIMMEESS

PARSHAT
MASEI
Rabbi Yossy Goldman
Sydenham Highlands
North Synagogue

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
LARA GREENBERG

LAST WEDNESDAY in Jerusalem
saw the end of the annual four day
Chief Rabbi CK Harris Rabbinical
Conference aiming to bond and
unify the South African Orthodox
rabbinate in their very unique, yet
common purposes. 

“We come together once a year to
discuss issues, share ideas and
inspire each other,” explained Chief
Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

In honour of Israel’s 60th anniver-
sary, and as a show of solidarity
with the people of Israel, close to 50
communal rabbis from throughout
South Africa spent their time visit-
ing various tourist and religious
spots - specifically the Kotel, the
Kotel tunnels and Chevron - while
also venturing to more dangerous
territory with a trip to Sderot to see
the war zone for themselves.

The latter made a particular
impact on the rabbis and all made
specific reference to this visit. 

“We saw the rockets shells and
craters,” the Chief Rabbi Goldstein
told Jewish Report. “And aside from
meeting with the communal leaders
there, we also met with a man
whose daughter had been killed -
there was not a dry eye in the room
and we all felt a connection to the
place and wanted to do something to
help and make a difference.”

Rabbi Ron Hendler explained that
during their visit to this war-torn
town, they went to a yeshiva that
continues to run with around 500
bochurim, learning there at any
given time - in spite of the tremen-
dous levels of violence and unrest in
the area. 

He noted that the rabbis were
already very emotional, having

gone “straight from under the
tables to Sderot”. The rabbis had,
just a few hours earlier, taken cover
under the dining room tables of the
King Solomon Hotel during the
bulldozer terror attack - the second
such an attack in a week - which
took place just outside the hotel last
Tuesday.

“We were meant to be going from
the supposed safety of Jerusalem
to the terror in Sderot, but instead
we went straight from a terrorist
attack in Jerusalem to Sderot,
where we saw a rabbi building a
yeshiva,” said Rabbi Hendler. 

The visit had such an impact on
the rabbis that they pledged to go
back to South Africa and raise
money in their communities in
order to build another room in the
Sderot yeshiva.

Chief Rabbi Goldstein explained
that the rabbis held an important
position in their communities and
it was important to bond the com-
munities to the happenings in
Israel, so the rabbis acted as a
mediator. 

“It’s all part of the Zionist ethos
of the South African Jewish com-
munity”, he said.

What the rabbis will not soon for-
get is the terror attack on King
David Street last Tuesday. After a
full morning and while preparing
for their trip to Sderot, the rabbis
were enjoying a quick lunch when
all of a sudden they began to hear
gunshots outside the door of the
dining room. 

Rabbi Gidon Fox of the Pretoria
Hebrew Congregation, shouted for
everyone to get down onto the floor.
Rabbi Danny Sackstein, from
Camps Bay Shul in Cape Town,
explained that he then looked out of
the glass doors of the dining room

darity,” he said. He noted that over
the years things had gradually
improved and he was happy to see
that things in Israel were booming. 

“I’ve been on, and taken many
trips over the years but this has
been one of the most outstanding,”
concurred Rabbi Laurence Perez
of the Mizrachi Shul in Johan-
nesburg and director of Yeshiva
College campus. 

He added: “we were privileged to
listen to experts in the rabbinic,
educational and political spheres
and gained tremendously from
what they had to say.” 

Rosh Bet Din, Rabbi Moshe
Kurtstag said: “It seems to be that
this conference is the best we’ve
ever had, in every respect.”
Making mention of the attack in
Jerusalem he added, “we have had
a real Israel experience”.

Israel impresses SA rabbis
spiritually and materially

Flirting with futility

Rabbi Anthony Gerson, Rabbi

Gidon Fox and Rabbi Shalom

Ber Groner.

THE JEWISH calendar and the
Parsha are somehow always syn-
chronised. There is a deep connec-
tion between the two and it is never
coincidental that a particular Par-
sha is read at a particular time of the
year. 

The two Parshot we read this week
are no exceptions. They are always
read during the Three Weeks of
Mourning when we recall the
destruction of our Holy Temple. 

I am not going to focus on these
latent connections here, but prefer to
look at the haftarah and the message
of the Prophet Jeremiah (Chapter 2),
which is also especially chosen for
this week.

The prophet castigates the Jewish
people: Listen to the word of G-d, O,
House of Jacob... what wrong did
your fathers find in Me that they dis-
tanced themselves from Me and
went after (gods of) emptiness and
became empty themselves? (Verse 5).

They are guilty on two counts,
laments Jeremiah. They have forsak-
en Me, the spring of living waters,
(and furthermore) to dig for them-

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein and

Rosh Beth Din Rabbi Moshe Kurt-

stag in the forefront, and Rabbi

Shalom  Ber Groner.

and saw the bulldozer slowly moving
down the road and then he saw a sol-
dier shooting at the attacker. 

It was then that the rabbis leopard
crawled out of the dining room and
into the lobby area. “This really hit
home for us how living in Israel has
its price,” Rabbi Sackstein said.

“Our enemies want to expel us
from the land and we have to pray
and do whatever we can to remain in
the country.”

The conference’s lectures were
geared at the political and military
spectrum of the Jewish homeland,
while also obviously dealing with
spirituality, halachic issues and the
workings of the rabbinate in general.  

Chief Rabbi Goldstein said: “We
were privileged to listen to and dis-
cuss the latest halachic issues from
cutting-edge scholars and experts in
their fields.”

Chairman of the Rabbinic Asso-
ciation and rabbi of Waverley Shul,
Rabbi Aharon Rose, said the pro-
gramme had been wonderful and
that he had loved his time in Israel,
although he could well have done
without the terror incident. 

He added that the atmosphere in
Israel was very positive and that
there was a feeling of Ahavat Yisrael
with everyone feeling like family.
“This is very special because it’s not
obviously this way,” he said.

According to Rabbi Hendler of
Northfield Hebrew Congregation,
many of the rabbis were so positive
about what they saw and heard dur-
ing the conference, that there was a
lot of talk about organising commu-
nal tours. 

“When we came here six years
ago, in the middle of the intifada,
Israel was ‘a ghost town’ and we
specifically made our conference
here so that we could show our soli-
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SHELLEY ELK

BEING PART of the gigantic Discovery/702
Walk the Talk in Johannesburg on Sunday,
were a host of politicians and other celebri-
ties, with the Jewish community well repre-
sented.

Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-
Ngcuka was there, as was Gauteng MEC for
Sport, Recreation, Arts and Culture Barbara
Creecy, the casts of Egoli and Isidingo, and
Jewish organisations including Tiyulim,
Chevrah Kadisha and MaAfrika Tikkun. 

The four events which kicked off and fin-
ished at Marks Park Sports Club in
Emmarentia attracted over 38 000 partici-
pants.  

The Chevrah Kadisha set up a kosher
eatery at Marks Park and also had a team of
250 walking the 8km event, while MaAfrika
Tikkun’s 100 participants also did their
organisation proud. 

Over 20 000 walkers in the 5km jostled at
the start, most waved as we flew over head in
a helicopter, Spilling onto the pavements,
like a stream swelling into a river, bursting
its banks - young and old, animated chil-
dren, dogs on leashes raring to go (some tak-
ing their owners for a walk), toddlers in
strollers, all were there to be part of a fun
day. 

Music blared from speakers - the vibe was
amazing.

The start line “broke” at 11:00 and they
were off, some fast, others at a much more
leisurely pace.

Watering stations along the way, including
dishes on the ground for doggie participants,
ensured that everyone was well hydrated.
The pace was each to their own. Those who
pushed strollers with toddlers (or puppies)
aboard, could work on their triceps and
upper bodies. 

Loud music set the atmosphere for a lively
walk, and along the way, residents or hawk-
ers sat on the sidewalks, some selling lemon-
ade, while others popped a champagne cork

and toasted the walkers.
Camaraderie and fun, ran like a golden

thread through the morning.
Dr Jeff Eitzman from Tiyulim said: “They

should have something like this more often,
at least twice a year.”

Greg Horwitch also of Tiyulim added: “It
was great, a lot of fun, nice vibe, and we
enjoyed talking and walking with thousands
of people. We will definitely be back next
year.”

Hedley Lewis, Helping Hands’ (Chevrah

Kadisha) Executive Director said
“money raised for this event will go
towards purchasing medical equip-
ment. We look forward to a bigger and
better walk next year.”

MaAfrika Tikkun said this was their
“first team effort of this nature in
South Africa and it was a great success
for our NGO. Learners from Jewish
day schools and youth movements,
Diepsloot and Orange Farm settle-
ments, all participated.”  SEE PAGE 16

And an awesome great day was had by all!

The Chevrah

Kadisha’s

team with

colours blaz-

ing, walking

in the 8km

event. 
(PHOTOGRAPH:

LESLEY 

MILNER)

A bird’s eye view of eager participants lined up at the start line of the 5km

Discovery/702 Walk the Talk. (PHOTOGRAPH: SHELLEY ELK)
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PERCY TUCKER, who turn-
ed 80 in July, started cele-
brating with friends and
family at the Grahamstown
Festival recently.

The man who changed
the way theatregoers go to
the theatre, was surround-
ed by warmth and affection,
in recognition of a rich life.

In 1954, Tucker intro-
duced an innovative ticket-
selling system with his first
agency, Show Service, which
evolved into a ticket booking sys-
tem emulated around the world.
Today the man who founded
Computicket continues to con-
found all who know him.

“He can give you the state of play
at Wimbledon day by day,” said
friend Priscilla Hall, who
described Tucker without once
mentioning the words theatre and
Computicket. 

“He’s a great traveller. He has
visited all seven continents - and
that included Antarctica when he
was in his late 70s.” 

Tucker has also published a
memoir big enough for a little boy
to sit on, has received several
awards, developed a reputation for
hosting international stars with
memorable style, and has a rich
knowledge of South African
Jewish history. 

He is also a one-man advisory
board for theatre rabbits caught in
the stage lights.

“He’s the greatest chicken in the
business. He laid the eggs, sat on us
and let us hatch. He has been a
mother and father to us,” said
Raiders co-writer and performer
Nicholas Ellenbogen. 

“He is enormously kind and has
a great concern for other people,”
said Malcolm Hacksley, head of the
National English Literary Museum
(NELM). 

Benoni-born Tucker once spent a
night outside His Majesty’s
Theatre in Johannesburg, in the
desperate hope of getting a ticket
to an Italian opera. “It was just the-
atre, theatre, theatre for Percy,”
said Hacksley. 

However, he has never left his
friends waiting in a queue for his
attention. “Percy would always
have words of wisdom and advice,”
said Grahamstown Festival direc-
tor, Lynette Marais. “I just phone
and ask him: ‘Percy, what should I
do?’”

Ellenbogen concurred: “Percy’s
just there you know. You just call
and he’s there.” 

Cover of the

book by Percy

Tucker (publish-

er Jonathan

Ball) about his

experiences in

the theatre

world, its drama

and history.
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RITA LEWIS

JEWS ARE taught the adage that
“Ein Kemach, Ein Torah” - literally
where there is no food (flour) there is
no Torah. However, the participants
in the Tifferes Zekeinim learning pro-
gramme for the elderly, were lucky
enough to have both the food and the
Torah learning when they were treat-
ed to lunch supplied by Feigals
Kosher Deli at Chabad House after
their morning learning session.

The idea of meeting up again with
all his old Feigals customers from
Yeoville who had “put him on the
map”, had been going around Jos Zaslanky’s head
for some time - especially as many of them were
not in a “good way financially” what with the dete-
rioration of Bellevue, Yeoville and Hillbrow. 

Many had had to move out - selling, often giving
away their homes for a song - homes which they
had lived in for many years - while many of those
who still lived in those areas were afraid to leave
their homes due to the fear of being mugged or
attacked. 

As a result he knew that the Jewish elderly did
not have any feeling of security or the opportunity
to do much shopping, and therefore often did not
eat well.

Zaslansky knew that he had no way of “repaying
his debt” to them without some help from someone
who had “connections” with the people he wanted
to repay.

He contacted Rabbis Dovid Masinter and
Michael Katz, directors of Chabad House in Savoy,
whose reputation of caring for the elderly, indigent
and needy, in both a spiritual and practical way, is
legendary. 

From his idea, grew Chabad House’s idea of com-
bining a simcha with an event which benefited
some 150 elderly people.

Therefore some weeks ago, for the anniversary of
the 40th year of the existence of Feigels Kosher

Delicatessan, the deli supplied food for a lunch for all
the participants of the Tifferes Zekeinim learning
programmes - something that might become a per-
manent institution. That day 150 elderly went home
with a good meal behind them and Zaslansky went
home with his heart full of pleasure knowing his
business had paid back part of its debt.

The deli originally started off in 1968 in Rocky
Street, Yeoville and was run by Fanny Zaslansky,
who although having no specific training in cooking
or running a shop, was a true balabosta (Yiddisher
mother who can do anything in the house). 

Her son Jos went with her in the enterprise and a
month later the two were joined by their daughter
and sister Patsy who, like her mother, also loved
cooking and said “we had no recipes but a lot of
TLC”.

Being a predominantly Jewish area, the shop took
off as the “Jewish cooking” supplied by them was
what the locals loved and knew from “Der Heim”. 

In 1980 the shop moved to Raleigh Street but it was
not an easy move as Fanny died that year.

The two children continued with the business, but
the demographic change was swooping over Yeoville
and in 1996 the business followed the Jewish migra-
tion northward to Bramley Gardens where it is still -
although they opened a depot in Glenhazel - and
where it hopes to remain. 

Jos Zaslansky

and his sister

Patsy who

together with

their late mother

opened Feigel's

Deli 40 years

ago. They cele-

brated their 40th

year, together

with senior citi-

zens from the

community.

Percy Tucker of
Computicket turns 80

Jos and Chabad combine full
hearts and full stomachs
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ALISON KLAYMAN
BEIJING

BEING TREATED to a hot pot meal
is one of my most dreaded social
situations in China.

Hot pot is like Chinese fondue. A
large pot of meat stock bubbles in
the centre of the table, and fresh
meat, fish, vegetables and tofu are
dropped inside. You dip the cooked
foods in a sesame sauce and drink
the flavourful soup.

This is problematic for someone
like me, since I’m not only a vege-
tarian but also kosher. I don’t eat
meat or seafood, and I can’t eat veg-
etables cooked in a meat broth.

Travelling in America, Europe or
the Middle East, I always was more
comfortable saying I was vegetari-
an than saying I was kosher. Yet liv-
ing in China, where vegetarianism
for the sake of animals or the envi-
ronment is rare, most people ask if
my eating habits are religious.
After all, they know that some
observant Buddhists not only

refuse to eat meat, but also eggs
and milk. 

If I am with friends who know I
keep kosher, we will find a restau-
rant with individual hot pots and I
can keep my meal vegetarian.

But at a recent dinner in Beijing,
a colleague was introducing me to
several people in the Chinese
movie business. I wanted to make a
good impression. That meant eat-
ing and drinking - a lot.

When I saw the communal hot
pot in the centre of every table in
the restaurant, I groaned. Not only
was I about to inconvenience my
host, but a religious discussion was
close at hand. 

Our dinner host was the owner
of a Beijing sound studio, and I told
him I was a vegetarian. His first
question, as expected, was if I was
religious.

Then something happened I had-
n’t encountered in China.

Zhang Qun, a Mandarin voice-
over actress also at the table, gave
me a sympathetic look.

“I have the same problem,” she
said, “because I am Muslim.”

Zhang Qun is ethnically Han
Chinese, so I was surprised when
she told me she was from a Muslim
community in Tianjin. She did not
look like the stereotypical Chinese
Muslim, whom I figured to be from
China’s Western Xinjiang
autonomous region, where the
locals look more like they’re from
neighbouring Kazhakhstan - a
country that is nearly 50 per cent
Muslim - than from China.

At first I was nervous that she
might have a negative opinion
about my being Jewish. Most
Chinese are complimentary of
Jews, saying how clever and rich

Hot pot dilemma in China Jews are without meaning to be at
all anti-Semitic. Yet I had never had
any extended interaction with a
Chinese Muslim before. Would she
have a different stereotype in
mind?

Luckily, I had nothing to worry
about. She even helped solve our
food problem by taking charge and
ordering a smaller hot pot contain-
ing only hot water, not chicken
broth. It would be kept meat free.

Although the food problem was
solved, there was still the matter of
alcohol. As a Muslim, Zhang Qun
could not drink alcohol. At each of
the evening’s dozens of toasts, she
clinked her water glass with our
beer and baijiu, a strong distilled
Chinese alcohol.

When she excused herself early,
many of the men at the table com-
plained. Why wouldn’t she drink

with them? They felt it was impo-
lite.

But the owner of the sound stu-
dio, Zhang Yong Mou, looked at me
earnestly.

“I think out of everyone at this
table, these two have the most in
common,” he said. “If anyone can
understand Zhang Qun, Alison can
because they are both religious
believers.”

The comments hit home for me. I
rarely meet someone in China with
dietary restrictions that exceed
mine.

That night, fresh news from
Israel about tensions between
Muslims and Jews seemed far
away. I felt an understanding with
Zhang Qun. It was refreshing to
find this interfaith connection in
Beijing over a dreaded hot pot din-
ner. (JTA)

Dini's kosher

restaurant in

Beijing plans

to be open 24

hours a day,

seven days a

week during

the 2008

Olympic

Games.
(CREDIT: ALISON

KLAYMAN)

Dates in Chinese Jewish history
1920 Ohel Rachel Synagogue is established in
Shanghai (still standing).

1928-49 The first Lubavitch rabbi in China, Meir
Ashkenazi, leads Shanghai’s Congregation Ohel
Moshe. Built in 1927, Ohel Moshe is now the site of
the Shanghai Jewish Refugee Museum.

1938-45 20 000 Jewish refugees from Germany and
Austria escape to Shanghai.

1939-40 Approximately 1 000 Polish Jews escape to
Shanghai, including about 400 teachers and students
of the Mir Yeshiva.

1941-45 Japanese occupying powers intern recent
Jewish immigrants from Allied countries in
Hongkou ghetto for “stateless refugees”.

1949 Communists win civil war; by now most of
24 000 Shanghai Jews and other Jewish populations
across the country leave China.

1978 Deng Xiaoping announces China’s “open door
policy” with the West.

1980 First community seder in Beijing is led by

founders of the liberal Kehillat Beijing minyan.

1992 Israel and China establish diplomatic relations.

1995 Kehillat Beijing begins regular Friday night
services in permanent home, Beijing’s Capital Club.

Ocober 25, 1996 The first community barmitzvah is
held in Beijing for Ari Lee, the son of community
founders Elyse Silverberg and Michael Lee.

1998 The “Jewish Shanghai” guided tour begins; it is
currently being run by Israeli journalist Dvir Bar-
Gal (www.shanghai-jews.com)

Sept 1999 In Shanghai, a Jewish New Year service is
held at the Ohel Rachel Synagogue for the first time
since 1952, when the synagogue was closed.

2001 Chabad opens its first center in Beijing.

2006 Beijing mikvah Mei Tovah opens.

2007 Beijing opens its first kosher restaurant, Dini’s
(www.kosherbeijing.com)

May 2008 Israel donates 90 tons of medical supplies,
more than $1 million, for Sichuan earthquake relief.

ABOUT BIKKUR CHOLIM:

The Jewish Society for Visiting the Sick

arranges hospital visiting on a regular

basis. Our dedicated team of voluntary

workers visit various hospitals and nursing

homes distributing comforts and offering

moral support to patients of all denomina-

tions. We try and assist with lifts from hos-

pital and a meal on returning home, if

required.

For the past 62 years BIKKUR CHOLIM

has taken approximately 100 Jewish chil-

dren on camp every year. Camp partici-

pants come from: children’s homes, special

schools for children with learning disabili-

ties, as well as from broken homes and

families with financial difficulties. We feed,

clothe and entertain them for 3 weeks at

minimal cost to the families. During the

year, reunions are held to maintain the

friendships formed on camp.

ABOUT THE SHOW:

Hollywood Rocks, directed by award winning director

Ian von Memerty, is the hottest new ticket on the

Barnyard Theatre circuit. There is nothing better than

for someone who is a fan of the movies and music to

experience Hollywood Rocks.

Featuring a talented 10-piece cast, the show takes a

time trip through the most popular rock and pop tunes

featured in movies during the last decades, eg: James

Bond, The Pink Panther, Mission Impossible, Star Wars

and western movie themes such as The Good, the Bad

and the Ugly, Bonanza and the Magnificent Seven. In

the seventies we get dancing to Staying Alive, You

Should be Dancing and Disco Inferno from Saturday

Night Fever to the sultry sounds of The Rose. In the

eighties Hollywood Rocks to movie anthems such as

Fame, Dirty Dancing, Footloose and Flash Dance and

in the nineties we have action movie themes such as

The Men in Black and Pulp Fiction. In the new centu-

ry there’s Shrek, the Moulin Rouge, Armageddon and

many more!

SO, PHONE NOW TO BOOK ... Joy 011 447 6689
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Nelson and Graca Machel laugh at the recent private viewing of the Mandela

@ 90 exhibition as they look at the beaded artwork of Mandela’s 87th birthday

in July 2004. Behind them are their own images created in beads.

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.zaSOCIAL SCENE

RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DEBBIE YAZBEK

THE OPENING of an art exhibition
“Mandela @ 90 which focused on the
highlights of Nelson Mandela’s life
over the past few decades, was held
recently in the foyer of the
Constitutional Court in Hillbrow,
Johannesburg. The exhibition continu-
ing until August 5.

Five artists chose different media to
express the love and respect they feel
for the former president, who has
become a symbol of a new democratic
South Africa. Their unusual work
reflects gratitude for the seeming mira-
cles he wrought.

Natalie Knight curated this celebra-
tory exhibition in association with the
Artworks Committee of the Constitu-
tional Court and Jane Lane, curator of
the  Constitutional Court art collection.

She said a 90th birthday “is a major

milestone - and when the person cele-
brating the birthday is Nelson Mandela,
it is necessary to find a special way of
commemorating the occasion”.

Mr Justice Albie Sachs who initiated
the permanent art collection at the
Constitutional Court, was the prime
mover behind the effort to celebrate
Mandela’s 90th birthday with an art
exhibition at the Constitutional Court.

The exhibition is held in the foyer of
the Court where a technicolour pageant
of Nelson Mandela’s “Long Walk to
Freedom” has been created with works
created by husband and wife team Billy
and Jane Makhubele. 

“March to Freedom” incorporates
eight historic scenes beaded onto a tra-
ditional Shangaan cloth. They also cre-
ated a set of ncekas which depict Nelson
Mandela casting his vote. 

The second artist, Johannes
Maswanganyi, carved his tributes to
Madiba from tree trunks, representing

Mandela’s wish for peace, his power
and the pride we feel in winning the
bid for the 2010 Soccer World Cup. 

Roy Ndinisa’s The Black President,
drawn in pen and ink and then painted
with watercolour, was created in 1993.
It expressed his wish that we would
have a black president - not a certainty
at the time. (The first democratic elec-
tions took place the next year).

His wood panel, Just Free my People
2008, expresses his deep involvement
with Mandela’s ideals.

The fourth artist, Beverley Price,
presented a replica of the beaded
Xhosa neckpiece worn by Mandela
during his sentencing at the Rivonia
Trial. It consists of concentric circles
of tiny foiled images of Mandela’s life. 

Susan Woolf’s conceptual pieces
titled Towards Mandela, are made of
Rooibos tea bags, resin and newspaper
clippings. Her maquette, Ubuntu
relates to Madiba’s outreach, encom-
passing all the peoples of South Africa. 

The Constitutional Court Choir with
guest singer “mist tree” and artist
Sello Masenya who composed a special
song, honoured the man “who has not
only been acclaimed internationally,
but has even been recognised as a
prophet in his own country”.

The art of honouring
Madiba’s 90th 

The caption on the photo of Eleanor Carter on last

week’s Social Scene page should in fact read Ann

Goldschmidt. We apologise for the mistake and any

embarrassment caused.

It should read Ann Goldschmidt

Nelson Mandela and his wife with

artist Susan Woolf

Kathy and Esme Berman.

Artist Beverley Price with her

Mandela neckpiece.

Sasha Liknaitzky from Toronto with

artist Roy Ndinisa.

Reeva Forman with Advocate George Bizos and Zamie

Liknaitsky.

Gallery owner, Natalie Knight presents a gift to Verne Harris

of the Nelson Mandela Foundation to mark Nelson Mandela’s

90th birthday.

Guest singer “mist tree” (Alicia Woolf) with the Constitutional Court Choir.

Justice Yvonne Mokgoro, judge of the

Constitutional Court, opens the exhibition.

Shelley Rutstein and Daphne Kuhn.
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ZIMBABWE

From David Kaplan: (editor of
Telfed, the magazine of the SAZF in
Israel).

“In 1894, 21 Jewish traders and
former soldiers from an expedi-
tionary force sponsored by the
British South Africa Company gath-
ered in the tent of Messrs Moss &
Rosenblatt to form a congregation
in Bulawayo, a sun-blistered town of
tin and wooden shanties with roads
that were little more than sand
paths. 

“On September 18 that same year,
the community gathered in its new
synagogue - no longer a tent, but a
hut - to consider the establishment
of a Zionist society. A lengthy dis-
cussion ensued as to whether the
society should identify itself with
Herzlian Zionism or with Hovevei
Zion, the precursor to political
Zionism. 

“In other words, three years
before the first Zionist Congress in
Basel, a group of pioneering Jews,
trying to eke out a living in the most
primitive conditions in central
Africa, were discussing the Jewish
people’s alternatives in their quest
for a national homeland. Hardly
having established a home for them-
selves, they were seeking a national
home for their people.

“Even before the embers of the
Bulawayo Synagogue cooled in 2004,
after a fire, Zimbabwe-born David
Bloom, of Telfed, who describes his
erstwhile community as ‘a shtetl in
Africa’, believed it was time to ‘pre-
serve the past before nothing was
left or no-one alive to tell the story’. 
He started collecting material 
which he posted on his website
(www.zjc.org.il).”

This is an extract from an article
which appeared in The Jerusalem
Post.

THE NEGEV

From Hymie Bloem in Johannes-
burg:

“In the Jewish Report, I found
something in common with David
Teperson’s story. (Teperson wrote
about five Spitfires being shot down
by the Israelis). During my two-year
conscription with the Royal Air
Force as a flight mechanic, I was
stationed for one year at RAF Fayid
in the Suez Canal Zone, Egypt, from
where the Mark 20 Spitfires came. 

“I was watching a football match
in camp on a Saturday afternoon
when a number of Tempest fighter
aircraft circled overhead and were
soon joined by the remaining
Spitfires from our camp and went
off to look for the missing Spitfires.

“British planes monitored Egyp-
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tian aircraft flying to Israel and
were met by the Israelis head-on.
The Israelis, thinking that they
were Egyptian, shot them down.
Teperson states that they were
sent to attack Israelis forces in
the Negev.

“Seeing these Spitfires in camp
every day, I can say that they were
never used in combat. They were
the latest models with experienced
pilots. They were not flying in bat-
tle formation and in a dog fight
(aerial combat) there might have
been a different story. One of the
wounded pilots was in the same
hospital as a friend of mine.”

* South African-born David
Teperson went to Israel as a
machalnik in 1948 and fought in
many subsequent wars in which
Israel was involved. He is a
colonel in the Reserves and is
involved in the Armoured Vehicle
Museum in Latrun. He has writ-
ten several books on military his-
tory.

JOHANNESBURG

From David Sandler, Perth. Wes-
tern Australia:

“I am now in the process of
finalising a matching sequel to
the Arcadia Centenary Book - 100
Years of Arc Memories. After the
release of this book there were a
flood of further enquiries from
many ex-Arcs and friends from
all over the world. 

“The Centenary Book contains
in its 524 pages the history of
Arcadia and the memories of 120
of its children and has so far
raised R250 000 for Arcadia.

“The second volume will, PG,
be in print around the end of this
year and hopefully will again be
financed by ex-Arcadians with all
proceeds going to Arcadia Jewish
Children’s Home which still
exists, taking care of children in
need, in two cottages in
Sandringham and is now run by
the Chevrah Kadisha.

“The new book contains some
fascinating articles going back to
the inception of the South
African Jewish Orphanage and
several articles on the Ochberg
Orphans. It includes some won-
derful articles on early South
African history, the war years
and the end of the war written by
a brilliant writer, Dr Louis Touyz
(director and professor of peri-
odontics at McGill Montreal PQ
Canada) who shares his many
stories of Arcadia. 

“Colin Rosenkowitz tells his
story and it also includes articles
from ex-Arcadians and from
many of the children of ex-
Arcadians spanning a period of
75 years.

“I appeal to and invite all inter-
ested to write to me. My e-mail
address is sedsand@ca.com.au
and my postal address is 41
Bebich Drive, Wanneroo,
Australia WA 6065.”

PRETORIA

From Rose Norwich. SA Friends of
Beth Hatefutsoth:

“I would like to bring to your
notice the article by Adrian de Kock,
on page 37 of The Star newspaper of
June 25, 2008 concerning the
‘derelict building in Paul Kruger
Street, Pretoria’. It mentions the sad
and parlous state of the old syna-
gogue and describes the damaging
effect of vandalism and the fact that
the roof is in complete disrepair.

“I was shocked to read that it had
been so neglected. It is among the
most important historic buildings in
Pretoria and one of the oldest places
of Jewish worship in the country. 

“This building is one of the very
earliest in Gauteng. It has a continu-
ous history from the time that it was
built in 1898 and it became the court
where Nelson Mandela and the top
ANC members were on trial from
October 15 1962 onwards.

“Through the intervention of
Herbert Prins on behalf of the Egoli
Heritage Foundation and the Johan-
nesburg Heritage Trust, architect
Peter Kuhn, has been put in charge,
by the Provincial Heritage Re-
sources Authority, Gauteng, of
securing the building. I have given
him all my records and history,
including the plans etc of the syna-
gogue building.

“What is missing are the records
of the interior of the building. We
have many photographs of the out-
side, but nothing of the inside. For
instance, we do not know what the
bimah or the ark looked like or what
colour the walls were.

So we request the public please to
search their records - perhaps pho-
tographs of weddings or barmitz-
vahs and send us whatever they
have of the building so that when it
is restored, it will have the same
details as before.

“Please send your photographs to
‘The IH Maisels Library, Beyachad,
2 Elray Street, Rouxville,
Johannesburg or e-mail
library@beyachad.co.za - all photos
will be looked after carefully and
returned in good time.”

From Ben Alper:

“In the Jewish Report of July 25,
figures are given of South African
Jewish emigration to Israel since
1948. The number is approximately
21 000. The same article mentions
that there are 12 000 Israelis who live
here. 

“I have never been able to ascer-
tain an accurate figure, but esti-
mates have been given as high as 
27 000 people, making the balance
rather uneven. Of course no accu-
rate figure can be given, as Israelis
never have to register when they
settle here and, anyway, no records
are kept. 

“Also, at any given time, many
Israelis are here for a short period
and they swell the numbers. Can
anyone give more accurate fig-
ures?”

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 
082-444-9832, fax: 011-440-0448,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

DR VERENA Krausneker of
the University of Vienna, says
they are conducting a research
project on the fate of deaf
Austrians, including Jewish deaf
Austrians, between 1938 and 
1945.

She says there was a deaf
Austrian Jew called Bruno
Schreiber whose son Meron
Schreiber apparently lives in
South Africa.

“We are very interested in con-
tacting Meron and would be

extremely grateful for any clues
as to where he lives - or if you
could get this message to him.

“He could contact us by e-mail:
verena.krausneker@univie.ac.at
or by fax: 0043-1-21897 00 or by
telephone: 0043-1-21897 00”

LOOKING FOR MERON SCHREIBER, SON OF BRUNO (DOV) SCHREIBER
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LIMMUD SOUTH Africa will host 14
international presenters as well 60
local ones in a packed programme in
three cities - Johannesburg, Cape
Town and Durban later this year -
the end of August to the beginning
of September. 

In a media release, David Bilchitz
(pictured), co-chairman of Limmud
Johannesburg states: “We are delighted by
the quality and range of presenters at
Limmud SA. In line with Limmud’s
approach, the programme will include the
full gamut of Jewish experience from reli-
gion, philosophy and history to cooking, cul-
ture, dance and literature.” 

The overseas presenters include the inter-
nationally renowned journalist Gershom
Gorenberg who is an associate editor of the
Jerusalem Report and has written several
books on the Arab-Israeli conflict. He will be
providing political analysis of the situation
in the Middle East. 

Dr Devorah Baum is a faculty member in
the Department of English at the University
of Southampton. She is an expert in Jewish
literature from a post-modern perspective
and will be presenting a series of sessions on
contemporary Jewish fiction.  

Limmud SA also has some of the world’s
top religious educators attending the event. 

In relation to the recent article in the
Jewish Report that the South African
Rabbinical Association is to discourage its
rabbis from participating in Limmud,
Bilchitz explains that “Limmud SA wishes to
include all voices and to reflect the full diver-
sity of our community. 

“Many Orthodox rabbis around the world
value Limmud and speak at its events. Rabbi
Nathan Lopez Cardozo, Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin, Rabbi Avner Weiss, Rabbi Joel Zeff
and Rabbi Michael Harris (son of South
Africa’s late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris) are
but a few of the eminent Orthodox rabbis
who will participate. 

“We hope that the South African Orthodox
rabbis will revise their position to enable
them to participate in this wonderful educa-
tional experience.” 

Limmud South Africa this year will host a
number of distinguished speakers who iden-
tify as Orthodox Jews. Rabbi Yehoshua
Engelman is the rabbi and educational direc-
tor of the new Yakar synagogue and study
centre in Tel Aviv (after running Yakar in
London). He also teaches on the Siach

Yitzhak Hesder Yeshiva and is on the
Jerusalem Kolot faculty.

Maureen Kendler is head of edu-
cational programming at the world
renowned Orthodox London School
of Jewish Studies. She is also a past
winner of the London Jewish
Cultural Centre’s Educator of the

Year award. 
Avraham Infeld is a former South African

who has made a name for himself around the
world as a Jewish educator. He is now the
president of Hillel, the foundation for Jewish
campus life and is a founder of the innovative
Melitz programme of Jewish education.  

Further international speakers attending
Limmud include Simon Gurevichius who is a
young community leader in Lithuania and
will speak about the revival of the Jewish
community there. Taylor Krauss is coming
from Rwanda to talk about his involvement
in community rebuilding and the connection
for him between Rwanda and the Holocaust. 

Exciting for younger members of the
Limmud community is the series of sessions
given by Josh Neuman, editor of Heeb maga-
zine, the new and exciting online magazine
for Jewish youth in New York. He will speak
about keeping Jews on the cutting edge and
provide a view of the latest trends in the
American Jewish community.

Bilchitz adds: “Limmud South Africa is
infused with a democratic spirit and believes
that the conversation between Jews of all
types enriches us all. It provides a cross-com-
munal forum for all to learn - from the
Talmudic scholar to the Judaic novice. This
creates a unified community in our diversity.
No one is coerced to attend any particular
session and individuals may design their day
as they wish. All food provided is kosher.

“Limmud is about learning, debating and
engaging in conversation with those with
whom we agree as well as with those with
whom we disagree. One of the unique ele-
ments of Limmud is the chevruta sessions
where people from disparate backgrounds
learn text with one another, sharing each
other’s experience and perspective.”

With a line-up of speakers of this quality,
Limmud should live up to its name as the pre-
mier Jewish educational and cultural experi-
ence around the world. 

• For further information, call Michelle 
K Blumenau (011) 728-5004/083-273-9891/
michelle@turquoisepr.co.za 

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THERE HAD been a “significant shift” in
attitude towards criticism of Israel in the
Jewish community, Doron Isaacs, co-organ-
iser of a trip by a South African human
rights delegation to Israel and the occupied
Palestinian territories, said at a report-back
session addressed by several participants at
the University of Cape Town (UCT). 

“We’ve been engaging with the Jewish
community in Cape Town since we’ve been
back and have been very encouraged by the
willingness of people to speak to us and to
take seriously what we’re saying,” he said,
adding that the group’s goal was to build a
“moral consensus” that the occupation is
immoral. 

“There’s definitely been a significant shift
from the way people would dismiss criticism
of Israel five years ago,” he maintained.

Farid Esack, a struggle veteran who is
professor of religion at Harvard University,
said he had initially been disturbed by the
preponderance of “Israeli voices” on the
programme for the visit, but by the end of
the trip, he “couldn’t get enough. I was
deeply inspired and strengthened by them.

“I don’t think the Palestinians have done a
very good job articulating their struggle. If
there is anything that inspires hope, it is the
willingness of the Israelis to act in solidarity
with them,” he stated.

Referring to his visit to the Al Aqsa
mosque where he had been required to read
from the Qur’an before being allowed in,
Esack said he had been “deeply offended”
that an Israeli policeman should “authenti-
cate” his Muslim belief.  

Noting that the Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial is “largely” dedicated to Jewish
victims of the Holocaust, he described com-
memorating one’s own victimhood and “fail-
ing to see how it is tied up with the victim-
hood of others”, as “hugely problematic”.  

He claimed that at the heart of Zionism
lay the “inability to see the pain of others”.
Noting that the museum was built “on the
ruins of a Palestinian village”, Esack said he
“yearned” for Palestinians to learn about
the enormous pain Jews had been subjected
to throughout history, but at the same time
had been “deeply distressed by the manipu-
lation of memory and how suffering can
become the major instrument by which we
continue the subjugation of other peoples”.

Former ANC MP Pregs Govender linked
the “out of control” violence against women
in both Israeli and Palestinian societies with
the growth in religious fundamentalism.
She expressed shock at footage the group
had seen of Israeli settler children stoning
Palestinian children on their way to school
in Hebron, questioning how children could
be raised in this manner. 

Speaking from the audience, UCT academ-
ic Dr Sally Frankental countered: “Can you
believe children can be raised to be suicide
bombers? It goes both ways.” 

To Govender’s assertion that the parallels
between the situation of the Palestinians
and the ghettoisation in Nazi Germany and
apartheid South Africa were “very striking”,
Frankental said that neither Germany nor
South Africa were under threat of extinc-
tion as Israel “as a Jewish, Zionist state” is. 

“Does the fact that it is under threat give
the Israeli state the right to do what it is
doing?” Govender replied. 

Rights report-back still
shows a chasm in thinking

Top presenters for Limmud
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CHANAN TIGAY
SAN FRANCISCO

THE MUNICH Olympics were meant
to be a defining moment in Dan
Alon’s life - but not the way they
turned out. Alon was one of five
Israeli athletes who escaped the 1972
massacre of Israel’s Olympic team
by Palestinian terrorists.

Thirty-six years later, he still can’t
shake what happened.

In Berlin last year to deliver a lec-
ture, Alon noticed several Arabs on
the staff of his hotel. He changed
hotels immediately.

“I don’t feel secure,” says Alon, 63,
a former Israeli fencing champion. “I
have a paranoia that they are look-
ing for me.”

In the first years after the attack,
Alon says he was perpetually nerv-
ous, afraid to be left alone in a room.
When he travelled abroad, he always
went with someone. For more than
three decades, he barely mentioned
Munich.

“I really didn’t talk about it, not
even to my family or my friends,”
says Alon, who recently retired as
director general of an Israeli plastics
company. “I tried to stay busy with
my business, with my family.”

That changed two years ago with
the release of Steven Spielberg’s
“Munich”, an epic film about the
attack and Israel’s subsequent effort
to hunt down those responsible.

“People started to call me and ask
me questions,” says Alon, who lives

in Tel Aviv.
Since then he has started writing a

book about his experiences, and now
he lectures at universities and in
Jewish communities around the
world.

On September 5, 1972, at 04:30,
Alon and his roommate, fellow
fencer Yehudah Weinstein, were
awakened by gunfire and frantic
shouting. Several bullets blew
through the wall over Alon’s bed.
They were the shots, he says, that
killed weightlifter Yossi Romano,
who had been staying in the adjoin-
ing room.

Alon hurried to his window below,
where he spotted a man in a white
hat toting a machine gun. Several
feet away, wrestling coach Moshe
Weinberg lay dying on the ground.

Alon and four teammates -
Weinstein, along with two marks-
men and a speed walker - huddled in
his room. The marksmen suggested
shooting the gunman with their pel-
let guns.

“We decided not to do it,” Alon
says. “We didn’t know how many ter-
rorists there were, what kinds of
weapons they had, what hostages
they had.”

Eventually they agreed to sneak
downstairs and outside as quietly as
possible. One by one, treading lightly
on a creaky, wooden staircase, the
athletes descended the single flight
of stairs, slipped through a glass
door, and went over a first-floor bal-
cony and through the garden to free-

dom. It took about 15 minutes.
One of the terrorists spotted them

as they ran, Alon says, but he did not
shoot.

Several hours later the Israelis’
teammates were dead.

“I blame the Palestinians, and I
blame the Germans for the failure to
(achieve the) release of the athletes,”
Alon says. “But I don’t blame myself.
I was only surprised that I survived.”

Four years before the attack, Alon
took part in the Six Day War as a
technician securing bombs to fighter
jets. Just a year after Munich, he did
the same in the Yom Kippur War.

Since then he married - his wife,
Adelle, is a nurse - and has had three
children: Meir, 30; Pazit, 23; and
Arik, 28, who has become a champi-
on fencer.

Arik quit to attend college, Alon
says, “so I quit, too. I play golf now
all the time.”

After the killings in 1972, the
Munich Olympics paused for a day,
then resumed. Alon says it was the
proper move. Not only would it have
been unwise to “surrender to terror”
and unfair to deny athletes the
chance to compete, he says, but the
world would have blamed Israel had
the Games been cancelled.

“For me, the Olympics are a sacred
space for sportsmen,” he says. “I
believe still that the Olympics are
very, very good at trying to unite
people around the world. Maybe we
need more than one (Summer)
Olympics every four years.” (JTA)

Members of the 1972 Israeli Olympic team, photographed just

before their departure for Munich. The 11 team members taken

hostage and subsequently murdered were: 1) wrestling referee

Yossef Gutfreund (inset), age 40; 2) wrestling coach Moshe

Weinberg, 33; 3) weightlifter Yossef Romano, 31; 4) weightlifter

David Berger, 28; 5) weightlifter Ze’ev Friedman, 28; 6) wrestler

Eliezer Halfin, 24; 7) track coach Amitzur Shapira, 40; 8) shooting

coach Kehat Shorr, 53; 9) wrestler Mark Slavin, 18; 10) fencing

coach Andre Spitzer, 27; and 11) weightlifting judge Yakov

Springer, 51.

Munich survivor carries Olympic scars 

One of the eight Palestinian terrorists

comprising the Black September group

stands on a balcony of the Olympic vil-

lage during a standoff after they kid-

napped nine members of the Israeli

Olympic team and killed two others

September 5, 1972 in Munich,

Germany. All the hostages were killed

after a pitched battle at Munich Airport

the next day.
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DESPITE THE international excitement
about the Beijing Olympics due to start next
week, for Jews and Israelis a shadow will
always hang over the Games, wherever they
are held: the memory of the massacre by
Palestinian terrorists of the Israeli team at the
1972 Munich Olympics, in which 11 athletes
died. 

It was an utter negation of the essence of
the Olympic tradition - fair play and competi-
tion across national, political and religious
boundaries. 

Our article on page 9 tells the story of one of
the five athletes who survived the massacre,
and the aftermath of trauma it left him with. 

The Munich horror was all the more ironic
for having happened in Germany, which has
such loaded associations for Jews. To add even
more symbolism, the 1936 Berlin Olympics
had also been held in the shadow of Hitler’s
regime. 

Calls at the time to cancel those Games were
not accepted - it would have given Hitler a vic-
tory over the Olympic ideal. Indeed, black
American track star Jesse Owens participated
and won four gold medals - and cocked a
snook at Hitler and his race-mad cronies, with
their notions of Aryan supremacy. Hitler
refused to shake Owens’ hand.

The same logic - that the Games between
sportsmen and women at the height of their
prowess must go on, despite political interfer-
ence - operated at Munich after the massacre
of the Israelis. 

Following a one-day pause, the Games
resumed, albeit with a pall hanging over them.
To stop would have given the terrorists victo-
ry over the Olympic ideal of the brotherhood
of man.

Jews and Israelis - and the Olympics as a
whole - carry this baggage with them to
Beijing.

In practice, it is not entirely possible for the
Olympics to be non-political. The achieve-
ments of athletes in their particular sports are
always dependent on the politics of the soci-
eties in which they live and the opportunities
afforded to them. And on a larger scale, the
protests against the Beijing Games because of
China’s questionable human rights record,
have forced the organisers to take what is in
essence a political stance - to ignore this issue. 

Some protestors have branded the Games
the “Genocide Olympics” because of Chinese
ties with Sudan and events in Darfur. Jewish
filmmaker Steven Spielberg withdrew as an
artistic adviser, saying: “Conscience will not
allow me to continue with business as usual.” 

But the Games will continue, partly because
of the sheer weight of China in the global
community. It is unlikely they would have
been held in apartheid South Africa, which
was small fry. 

It is a distressing comment on the state of
the world that 36 years after the Munich mas-
sacre, the threat of another terrorist attack is
still very real. Indeed, it has actually grown
far beyond just Israelis. 

Every national team now has to be con-
cerned. Al-Qaida would love to obliterate the
American or other contingents. For Israel, it
is essential that it send a team to the Olympics
every time it is held, notwithstanding the con-
tinuing threat of terror. 

Israelis and Jews are not especially known
for a tradition of sporting excellence.
Historically, we have excelled more in other
areas. But in recent times, especially with the
arrival of some one million immigrants from
the FSU, there has been an injection of a sport-
ing ethos in gymnastics, swimming and other
areas. 

The Games will go on in China, notwith-
standing that country’s record. Perhaps it
should be seen as a statement to the Chinese
and the world that human beings can still rise
above their differences so that sportsmen can
compete fairly in a “sacred space”, as
described by the Israeli athlete who survived
the Munich massacre. And perhaps that
sacred space has something to teach us. 

piers” (the Palestinian Arabs) are being
subjected to “occupation” by the origi-
nal owners.

Referring to the terrorist war
launched by Yasser Arafat in
September 2000 as the “Second
Intifada” only dignifies Palestinian
aggression, barbarity and duplicity,
conceding to the other side the validity
of its own definition of the war as a
heroic people’s uprising against foreign
oppression. 

As for “Palestine”, the very word
should make one’s skin crawl. This was
the name imposed by the Romans as a
way of obliterating the memory of the
land’s Jewish past and which the subse-
quent Arab Muslim conquistadores
simply took over (“Filastin”). 

One might as well have expected
blacks under apartheid to refer to
Sophiatown as “Triomf”, the name
accorded to the suburb after the ethnic
cleansing of its non-white inhabitants. 

What about “Human Rights
Activists”, a relevant question given the
recent visit to the West Bank of a group
of prominent South African human
rights activists. Here one discovers a
ploy of truly Orwellian cunning by
anti-Israel propagandists. 

Simply put, it has been to use self-
styled “human rights” organisations -
with all the outward trappings associat-
ed with such groups - to disseminate a
constant flood of condemnation against
Israel. Such groupings were particular-
ly in evidence during the 2001 World
Conference Against Racism. 

NGO Monitor is one of the organisa-
tions that have been set up to expose
the real agendas of such bodies, rather
as the grotesque anti-Western - particu-
larly anti-Israel - bias of the United

Nations led to the creation of UN Watch
15 years ago. 

The first reveals how covert political
vendettas are making a mockery of
human rights as a universal value; the
latter exposes the mockery being made
of international law, for the same rea-
sons. 

So far as our local human rights dele-
gation goes, I have no doubt that most of
them were motivated by sincere concern
for the plight of the Palestinian popula-
tion and not by hatred of Israel. Yet
again, however, one saw evidence of the
mental block the liberal-left has when it
comes to holding the Palestinians
accountable for their actions. 

The group made much of the fact that
they had met with Palestinians who are
committed to non-violent peace efforts,
but examining this more closely one saw
that such efforts focus not where they
are most needed, that is in changing atti-
tudes within the greater Palestinian
community, but only on opposing the
effects of the Israeli occupation.  

Israel has many active human rights
bodies, many of whom actively take on
the government and security establish-
ment over their policies concerning
Arabs, both within Israel proper and in
the West Bank. This is a good thing,
being evidence of a vibrant democracy
in action and ensuring that even securi-
ty policies are subjected to the necessary
checks and balances. 

However, it is about time that due
acknowledgment was given by the rest of
us to what is by far the most important,
as well as the most honourable, of those
human rights organisations and that is
the Israeli Defence Forces. 

No institution in Israel does more to
prevent human rights abuses than the
IDF. Its brave young members, at the risk
of their lives and frequently in the face
of considerable opprobrium, protect the
people of Israel from those intent on
their annihilation. Making points like
this is essential if we are to avoid falling
into the innumerable semantic traps that
have been so effective in preventing us
from reclaiming the moral high ground.   

ONE OF the things that make Israel
advocacy so fiendishly difficult is the
extent to which we have allowed the
other side to frame the terms of the
debate up until now. 

Invariably, we find the whole discus-
sion being predicated on an a priori
acceptance of Palestinian victimhood
and Jewish guilt, of what was done to the
Palestinians (note the passive role
assigned to them) and what the Jews (the
active, responsible party) must do to put it
right. 

The very language in which the various
aspects of the Middle East conflict are
identified subtly puts Israel advocates on
the back foot; the latter have effectively
been duped into using terms whose very
meaning constitute crucial concessions to
the other side. 

Communications experts now advise us
on the need for “paradigm shifts”, for
“repositioning”, for “conceptual repack-
aging”. Whatever this means exactly,
there is no doubt that we need to reassess
the terminology we habitually use when
arguing Israel’s case. The sensible choice
of words is critical, since using the wrong
expression can mean handing the other
side victory from the outset.  

Among the commonly accepted terms
I’ve identified that it is critical to avoid or
at least carefully qualify are “Settlers”,
“Occupied Palestinian Land”, “Second
Intifada”, “Human Rights Activists” and
indeed the expression “Palestine” itself. 

“Settlers” has connotations both of
colonialism (ie Jews have no right to be
there) and - as opposed to “immigrants” -
of impermanence (making it easier to call
for their removal). 

We make a massive concession when we
ourselves use this word. It undermines
the legitimacy of Israel’s security policies
on behalf of Jews in the West Bank (itself
a questionable expression - “Yehuda and
Shomron” might indeed be most appro-
priate) and just as damagingly denies any
historical Jewish connection to the land. 

Using “Occupied Palestinian Land”
likewise constitutes a surrender of
Jewish historical claims and even
bizarrely accepts that the real “occu-

Sacred space of
sporting fair play

BARBARIC
YAWP
David Saks

Careful, words do have meaning!

needs of the silent majority. 
This point of great sadness came

home to me when recently reading
(Chief Rabbi of Britain) Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks’ commentary on Parshat Shlelach
Lecha. This, it will be recalled, is the
parsha dealing with the spies. 

Rabbi Sacks draws on the Rambam
who argued that the generation which
exited Egypt, were too saturated in the
culture of antiquity, too fragile to expe-
rience the buffeting winds of freedom to
enter the promised land; a new genera-
tion would be required to meet the fresh
challenges.    

Applying this insight to more modern
history, Rabbi Sacks contends that two
centuries ago the ghetto and the conse-
quent segregation may have been the
correct response to the challenge of
Jewish survival. 

But he writes: “Now is not then. Ours
is not the age of spies but of their
descendants, born in freedom. We have
had time enough to realise that we can
be at home in Western culture without
calling into question Jewish faith or
Jewish life. 

“Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch’s
dream that Jews could become a moral
and spiritual influence on the societies

of which they are a part, did not come
true in his lifetime but it has in ours.” 

This is a bold and important claim. It
is one that we must take seriously if we
are to follow the example of Abraham
rather than Noah and thus reach out to
the silent majority of our community.
Alas, that is not the route presently
adopted.

By contrast, the triumphalism of a
small part of our community means
that a vigorous engagement with
modernity is not possible. And if we
hide behind our intellectual walls, the
majority cut off from existential access
or sight disappear from Jewish view.  

The example should, by contrast, be
that of Maimonides who, as supreme a
halachist as he was, easily negotiated a
range of disciplines like philosophy and
medicine.  

As Rabbi Sacks concludes: “The story
of the spies tells us that our fears are
sometimes exaggerated. Judaism is
strong enough to withstand any chal-
lenge. The question is now as it was
then: Do we have the confidence of our
faith?” 

The answer to that important ques-
tion in this country is that the jury is
still out. But more is the pity, for the
opportunities beckon from a significant
pool in this community: Watch for
example how many Jews, who would
find learning behind the wall impossi-
ble, will attend this year’s Limmud ses-
sions. It is amazing what possibilities
exist for engagement if those behind
the wall would only have true confi-
dence in their faith. 

WHATEVER official perceptions, bol-
stered by the flawed Kaplan study, the
majority of the community do not go to
shul, even once a year. 

Assume 80 000 Jews, and count all avail-
able shul seats. The protagonists would
be hard pressed to show that 40 000 Jews
ever attend shul on the same day, even on
Yom Kippur. 

Of course, this is an unpalatable fact for
Orthodoxy, which invariably makes the
extravagant claim that it represents the
majority of Jews in this country. More
accurately the claim implies that the turn
inward appeals to an increasingly vigor-
ous minority while having no effect on
the majority. It is the approach of Noah -
save two, but not that of Abraham - save
all. 

The point is that the possibility of
Orthodox Judaism talking to the majority
must surely depend on some recognition
of the need to ensure that Judaism speaks
to the secular world where the majority
are firmly located. 

I am often struck by the dissonance
between the way in which Orthodox lead-
ers (admittedly a minority) speak about
compassionate government, the need to
respect the dignity of all, while being
happy to ignore the dignity of non-
Orthodox Jews (the majority of the com-
munity), gays and lesbians, ordinary
Palestinians and all others who have the
temerity to think for themselves. That is
problematic enough. 

But more significant than this lack of
moral integrity is the building of intellec-
tual walls that bar entry to the secular
world and hence engagement with the

Following the example of Abraham
THE JURY
IS OUT
Dennis Davis 


