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Ayalon: Without Palestinian
hope there will not be peace

Michelle Schewitz, Kelly Brook, Natasha Millar and Diana Berkowitz,

who are performing in KDVP’s musical, “Broadway Broadway”, which

opens on April 13 . (PHOTOGRAPH: YAEL GORDON) SEE PAGE 18

DANCING ALL THE

WAY TO BROADWAY

THE BIGGEST threat is the crisis of belief and hope in the society. “I meet Israeli 
students and ask them two questions: How do you want to see Israel in 40 years from
now? Second, what will you do tomorrow in order to see it happen?” PAGE 10
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SHABBAT TIMES PARSHA OF THE WEEK

visions, even when certain of
them are not palpable to human
understanding. The latter are a
category of laws called
chukkim statutes (singular
chok). 

On the most intimate parts of
the body, there was a chok brit-
milah (circumcision) for the
male and taharat hamishpacha
for the woman.

Our sages said: “Everything
for which Jews gave their lives -
the Shabbat, circumcision,
Torah study and ritual immer-
sion, remained with them.
(Mekhilta, Kitisa).

While our motivation for
adherence to the mitzvot of
Torah is unquestioning obedi-
ence, the Divine decrees we may

April 4 / 28 Adar II

April 5 / 29 Adar II

Starts Ends

17:45 18:33 Johannesburg

18:10 19:08 Cape Town

17:31 18:20 Durban

17:51 18:39 Bloemfontein

17:50 18:40 Port Elizabeth

17:42 18:31 East London

PARSHAT
TAZRIAH
Rabbi Pinchas Zekry

Durban United Hebrew

Congregation

THE PORTION of Torah which
opens with the words Ishah Ki
Tazriah, when a woman gives
birth, immediately introduces
the Laws of Taharat Mishpacha
(family purity), the foundation
and cornerstone of the Jewish
family and its continuity.  

And indeed, the survival of our
people owes a great deal to this
principle.

Basically, it involves niddah,
the physical separation from the
husband, followed by the ritual
immersion in the mikveh (ritual
bath). This particular parsha
deals with the niddah after child-
birth but the Torah contains too,
the Laws of Niddah which come
into force during the menses.  

We learn from a Midrash
(Vayikra Rabbah 19:3) that some
sections of Torah, childbirth and
niddah for example, may appear
too sombre for public recital.  

Nevertheless, the Holy One
Blessed Be He, declared: “To Me
they are pleasing.”

Central to the relationship of
the devout Jew with the Torah is
faithful acceptance of all its pro-

UPCOMING FEATURES 2008....

TO ADVERTISE TEL: (011) 886-0162 for more information
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for everything kosher
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facility for personal immersion
and even the “toyvelling” of
vessels. And here I am includ-
ing women who may not neces-
sarily be totally observant in
other respects.

The woman who is post-
menopausal can perform a
very big mitzvah by once-off
attending the mikveh. And
these factors serve to stress the
importance of taharat hamish-
pacha.  

In the words of Rabbi
Chalafta in Talmud Massechot
Niddah 1:1: “As for every
woman who properly keeps
watch over herself - happy is
she, happy is the one who bore
her, happy her husband and
happy her family.”

be confident that each statute is
in fact, beneficial physically as
well as spiritually.  

So too, this mandatory month-
ly separation of the spouses.
Families that are compliant
with the regulations that flow
from it, testify to amazing
enrichment of the exclusive
intimacy reserved for husband
and wife. This is because a
seemingly natural act of physi-
cal pleasure becomes sanctified.  

The abstention during niddah
is the prelude to refreshment of
the marital relationship and
immersion in the mikveh far
exceeds mere bathing, but
becomes a fulfilling spiritual
experience.  

Moreover, it is an observance
maintained over millennia. The
results of archaeology are inter-
esting. In every former Jewish
settlement that has been uncov-
ered, there is evidence of a
mikveh. Even in the most freez-
ing climates, our woman went
faithfully to the spiritual bath.  

How gratifying it is to see
more and more utilising this

Family purity - cornerstone of Jewish continuity

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

FOOD PLAYED a vital part
in the symbolic language of
the Bible and was used both
in G-d’s vocabulary and that
of his prophets to illustrate
their moral teachings. 

So said Oded Schwartz,
chef and food historian, in an
address to the Union of
Jewish Women’s adult educa-
tion division on “Food in the
Bible”.

“For example, when the
prophet Ezekiel prophesies
the fate of sinful Jerusalem,
he drives his message home
by describing the method of mak-
ing a soup,” he said. The soup was
made not only with the usual
soup meat, but also the “best
parts” - a symbol for the Levites
and the aristocracy of Israeli
society.

In the story of the struggle
between Jacob and Esau over
Isaac’s inheritance, we read that
it was won over a pot of “red, red
lentil potage”. The choice of the
colour “red” was symbolic of

blood in this “epic fight” for
inheritance, Schwartz said.

The description in the book of
Genesis of a meal hosted by
Abraham and Sarah were indica-
tors as to what they ate and their
lifestyle, he added. “The order in
which Abraham arranges the
meal indicates that bread was the
most important item on the
menu.”

Next was the meat - treated
with “great reverence” as it was

aware of the fact that souring
destroys the harmful bacteria pres-
ent in raw milk, especially tubercu-
losis”, he said.

“Our forefathers didn’t have
tuberculosis although it was very
prevalent in the Middle East.”

Cheese was also a very impor-
tant item in ancient Israeli food, so
much so that the Talmud named a
cheese grater among the few items
allowed to be carried on Shabbat,
Schwartz said. 

Alluding to the Bible’s “curious”
attitude to meat, he said: “On the
one hand it is allowed to consume
meat but, according to most of the
prophets, meat will corrupt you.

“But the love for the ‘meat pot’
that we had in Egypt, is clearly
related in the Bible. Traditionally,
meat was the gastronomic high
point of every celebratory meal,”
he said.

Because spices were part of the
Havdalah ceremony, Jews used
them in food preparation, but the
expense precluded the peasants
from doing so. 

“That is one of the reasons
Jewish food is more tasty than non-
Jewish food,” Schwartz main-
tained. 

rarely eaten. Interestingly,
it was served with butter
and milk, with no mention
of vegetables, he added.

Scholars point out that
Abraham lived before the
kashrut laws were estab-
lished. “He certainly lived
very long before the Middle
Ages, when the simple law of
not eating lamb cooked in its
mother’s milk was extended
to a total prohibition of eat-
ing meat and milk that we
know today,” said Schwartz,
describing this development
as an “aberration as it does-
n’t make any sense.

“It really is strange that
suddenly this law was
extended beyond its reason-

able boundaries.”
Those restrictions would have

been “very impractical” for
nomads, he said, as milk was one of
the most important staples in their
diet. Because of the manner in
which it was stored, it rapidly cur-
dled with the resulting curds or
yoghurt probably helping the
Patriarchs to maintain their
health, “although we do not have a
record that the ancients were

PHOTO: LUCY HARRIS
EDITED BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER. 

SERA HARRIS, who was born in
Piketberg in the Western Cape
in 1908, celebrated her 100th
birthday on March 21. Her par-
ents Ben and Chana Klein, who
had settled there from
Lithuania in 1901, had seven
children of whom only Sera and
her sister Gerty Rom, who lives

in the United States, remain. 
Sera worked as a typist at the

Wellington municipality until
she met Sam Harris whom she
married in 1931. The couple set-
tled in Napier in the south-west-
ern Cape, where they raised
their three children, Ivan,
Maxine (Arvan) and Alan.

When the family relocated to
Cape Town, Sam bought the
leather business, Woodheads,

which is still run by their sons
and grandchildren. 

After he passed away in 1954,
Sera continued to work there as a
bookkeeper until she retired at
the age of 80, at which stage she
became a regular on the kaluki
circuit and took to serving tea to
“the old people” at Stonehaven on
a weekly basis.

Sera has nine grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.

Our young-at-heart Sera hits her ton

Marcia Weiner, UJW adult education com-

mittee member, Oded Schwartz, chef and

food historian, and Sara Pascall, chairman

UJW adult education division.

India Mae Harris (2) kisses her great-

grandmother, Sera Harris, on her

100th birthday.

Food in ‘G-d’s vocabulary’ on moral teachings
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ISRAEL’S RESPONSE to
Palestinian attacks was often
regarded as “disproportionate”,
a judgement that was dismissed
with contempt by Brenda Katten
who was guest speaker at the
launch of the Women’s Biennial
Zionist Campaign here. 

Katten, who lives in Israel,
serves on the World WIZO execu-
tive and co-ordinates WIZO’s
NGO representation to the
United Nations. 

Speaking about Israelis living
in the border town of Sderot,
Katten told the audience that
they had 15 seconds to find shel-
ter before the rockets fired from
Gaza hit the town. “They have
been living like this for seven
long years.

“Can you imagine the trauma
of being subjected to that 50
times in 24 hours?” she asked,
referring to a recent such occur-
rence. “The world expects us to
go on living like this - I don’t
understand the world.

“What kind of government
would put up with day after day
of attacks on innocent civilians?” 

The fact that Israel did not car-
pet bomb but pinpointed the ter-
rorists, still attracted condemna-
tion in terms of the comparative
numbers of Israelis and
Palestinians killed, she added. 

“Whatever we do, we are
always in the wrong. It is totally
and utterly illogical.”

Referring to Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s express-
ed desire to “wipe Israel off the
map”, Katten said: “We do not
demand enough - why don’t we run
to the Security Council?” 

She described the threat in the
words of former Canadian
Minister of Justice Irwin Cotler
as “an incitement to genocide”.

The emissary said Israel took
the threats “very seriously”. “It
is very important that we explain
to the outside world what we
have to cope with,” she stressed. 

She maintained that the world
was more concerned with money
than morals, mentioning a con-
tract worth “billions of dollars”
that Austria had signed with
Iran for gas and Germany’s

“huge” business interests with
that state “despite the niceties of
(German chancellor) Angela
Merkel.”

Not one to mince her words,
Katten said she was “sick of
hearing about the poor
Palestinian refugees. What about
our (Jewish Arab) refugees who
were kicked out of countries
they’d lived in for centuries?”

She also had no hesitation in
equating anti-Zionism with anti-
Semitism. “Anyone who’s against
the State of Israel and the two-
state solution - that’s collective
anti-Semitism,” she contended. 

Campaign convener Tessa
Budow presented Katten with the
newly-introduced Sderot Certi-
ficate, the funds from the pur-
chase of which go towards thera-
peutic and psychological treat-
ment of educators in Sderot.
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

WASHINGTON - A US federal judge has
vacated a $174 million judgment against
the Palestinian Authority.  

Relatives of Aharon Ellis, killed in a 2002
terrorist attack in Israel, won a $174 mil-
lion judgment in 2006 after the Palestinian
Authority refused to defend itself on
charges that its officials had enabled ter-
rorism, claiming the immunity of sover-
eign states. 

The court had ruled at the time that the
Palestinian Authority was not a state and
as such did not have immunity from law-
suits. The Palestinian Authority is now
ready to mount a vigorous defence, and US
District Judge Victor Marrero accepted its
request for a retrial, the Washington Post

reported last Friday. 
Nonetheless, Marrero said his decision

to vacate the 2006 judgment would stand
only if the Palestinian Authority put up a
$193 million bond: the $174 million plus
interest. 

Marrero had sought the Bush adminis-
tration's opinion on PA claims that such
lawsuits could cripple it at a time that it is
said to be confronting extremists. 

In a letter last month, the Bush adminis-
tration declined to intervene, agreeing
with claims from both sides - that victims
of terrorism deserve redress, and that
such lawsuits would harm the political
viability of the Palestinian Authority.
(JTA)

TERRORISM JUDGMENT AGAINST PA VACATED

NEW YORK - Rabbi Herbert Friedman, a
former executive chairman of United
Jewish Appeal and a co-founder of the
Wexner Foundation, died on Monday at
his home in New York at the age of 89.

He had a 35-year association with
United Jewish Appeal, the precursor to
United Jewish Communities, serving as
its CEO and executive vice-chairman from
1954 to 1971. Friedman co-founded the
Wexner Foundation in 1984. 

"More than teaching us leadership,

which he did in abundance, Herb embod-
ied and demonstrated it," Larry Moses,
the foundation's president, said in a mes-
sage. 

"He was passionate, courageous and
determined. Above all, he was fiercely
proud of his Jewish heritage." 

Born in Connecticut in 1918, Friedman
was a US Army chaplain in the Second
World War, where he helped displaced
Holocaust survivors immigrate to
prestate Israel. (JTA)

EX-UJA CHAIRMAN HERBERT FRIEDMAN DIES

‘Disproportionate’
response? My foot!

Campaign convener Tessa Budow, guest speaker

Brenda Katten and Ida Broll, chairman of BZA-

WIZO.
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MCCAIN: ISRAEL WOULD SUFFER IN

IRAQ PULLOUT

WASHINGTON - A premature withdrawal
from Iraq would endanger Israel,
Republican presidential candidate John
McCain said. 

"I believe a reckless and premature with-
drawal would be a terrible defeat for our
security interests and our values," the
Arizona senator said last week in a major
foreign policy speech. 

Iran, which backs Shi'ite hegemonic
aspirations in Iraq, would "view our pre-
mature withdrawal as a victory and the
biggest state supporter of terrorists, a
country of nuclear ambitions and state of
desire to destroy the state of Israel, will see
its influence in the Middle East grow sig-
nificantly".

Top Israeli officials have also said that a
hasty US withdrawal from Iraq would
endanger Israel. 

Both Democratic candidates, Sens.
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama, have
called for phased withdrawals from Iraq. 

The overall theme of McCain's address
was that foreign policy today means having
an alliance of democracies - an implied
rebuke of President George W Bush, who
has been accused by critics of ignoring nat-
ural US allies during the Iraq war. 

McCain repeatedly cited Israel as a natu-
ral ally in a coalition of democracies. 

"Today we are not alone," he said. "There
is a collective powerful voice of the
European Union, and there are the great
nations of India and Japan, Australia and
Brazil, South Korea and South Africa,
Turkey and Israel, to just name a few of the
leading democracies." (JTA)

LIONEL SLIER

SOUTH AFRICA is the poorer, and also
sadder. Laurence Israel (Laurie) Jaffee
passed away on Thursday March 27 and
not only is the Jewish community mourn-
ing the loss but indeed, the whole country. 

Jaffee was involved in so many fields; he
touched so many and so many touched
him that, at this stage, it is difficult to
absorb the fact that he is gone. But it is
probably in horseracing circles where his
larger-than-life presence will be most tan-
gibly missed.

Jaffee was born in Becker Street,
Yeoville, Johannesburg in 1922 and he
lived his life to the full. He was educated at
King Edward’s School which turned out
many a fine lad. He joined the army after
he finished matric.

When the war ended he went into the
family business, Premier Milling, at the
same time doing a part-time Bachelor of
Commerce degree at Wits University
attending evening classes. 

He later joined a Premier subsidiary,
Vereeniging Consolidated Mills where he
served as chairman from 1961 until 1966.
He was also chairman of the Associated
Feed Manufacturers and served on the
Wheat Industries Control Board. 

Premier’s premises were in Newtown,
Johannesburg and at that stage there were
a great many businesses there that were
Jewish owned and the standing joke was
that they had a club called the University
of Newtown.

Jaffee loved life. He was a bon vivant in
the truest sense of the word. He enjoyed
company and was a great lover of ballet,
theatre and symphony concerts which he
attended regularly. He also had a wonder-
ful appreciation of the visual arts.
Everything in life interested him. He loved
his sport - rugby, cricket and tennis fore-
most.

It was perhaps inevitable that Jaffee

would be attracted to the
“sport of kings”, horse rac-
ing, with its glamour, com-
petitive element, social
scene and friendships. 

In 1959 he took out racing
colours together with his
London-born wife, Jean.
(They were married for 53
years). Together they
became one of the best-
known and most respected
people in the racing world,
involved in administration,
owning and breeding thor-
oughbreds. 

He was a head executive
steward of the Jockey Club
and past chairman of the
Transvaal Racing Club, the
Johannesburg Turf Club
and an executive of the
Western Province Owners
and Trainers Association,
among others.

Racing became the Jaffee’s passion and
they became global personalities with
friends all over the world. The number of
excellent horses that raced in their colours
are legendary, but just to name some:
King’s Guard, Bush Telegraph, Lester’s
Choice (named by Jean after the great
British champion jockey Lester Piggott),
King’s Rhapsody, Ton Up, Mark Anthony,
Illustrador, Jallad, and, among others, two
really great champions, London News and
Empress Club who carried their colours
abroad. 

They were justly rewarded for the effort
that they put into racing at every level. In
the sport of kings, Jean and Laurie were
truly royalty.

Laurie Jaffee was also an incredibly
generous person. He gave to many Jewish
organisations, but also to many that were
not Jewish. 

He was treasurer of the Jewish

Benevolent Society until
last year and also a great
supporter of the Arcadia
Children’s Home. A
wonderful philanthro-
pist, he could not, did
not, know how to say no
to a request for help.

To show the measure
of the man, he was obvi-
ously ill during the last
months of 2007, but he
kept it hidden from
everyone, Nevertheless
he and Jean went to
Cape Town for the year-
end holidays but he did
not do his usual walking
and swimming routine
and Jean suspected
something was not right. 

Yet he still went to
New Zealand to buy
horses earlier his year

and when he returned he put his weari-
ness down to jet lag. But over Easter he
really became ill and was taken to hospital
yet he seemed to recover. But it was not to
be.

In The Star obituary columns the
Western Province Owners and Trainers
Association paid a fulsome tribute to the
man in one of the longest death notices
ever seen on its pages. Laurie Jaffee has
left a huge gap and will be sorely missed
by many people in so many fields. We
mourn him together with the mourners in
Jerusalem. 

Laurie Jaffee will be sadly missed by his
wife Jean and their four children, daugh-
ter Georgina and son-in-law Glen, their
children Michael and Anthony; Mark and
daughter-in-law Dana, their children
Harrisson and Jack; Richard and daugh-
ter-in-law Simone, their children
Alexander and Nicholas; and Lloyd and
his fiancée Tanya.

Laurie Jaffee’s last race has been run AROUND THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF
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SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

Gerald, Shirley and Michael Leissner grandparents and uncle of child

singing sensation Micha Schachat. 

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE CELEBRATION 60 concert
held recently at the Wits Great
Hall to commemorate Israel’s
60th anniversary as a state, was
indeed a celebration of love... for
Israel, of music and of “playing
on”.

For the 1 000-plus gathering
attending this first function to
celebrate Israel’s 60th birthday, it
did not matter that some 30
Muslim supporters were picket-
ing outside with candles, plac-
ards and posters. This was a cele-
bration for Israel - for its estab-
lishment, its existence, its contin-
uance, its achievements and most
of all, solidarity with its people.  

Nothing could take away the
tangible feelings of unity, pride,
hope and happiness, although
tinged with some sadness, ampli-
fied by scenes of the Holocaust,
the camps, arrival in Israel and
Israeli life, all shown on a video
produced by Gavin Opert and
Linda Starkowitz. 

These emotions were conveyed
in the selection of songs chosen
for the event covering: a
“Celebration of Life, of Love, of
Hope, of Human Spirit, of Our
Return and of Remembrance
and Faith.” 

The concert ended with the
rousing “Chazak Amenu” -
“Strength. We Stand as One”
with the four soloists, the band,
the choir and the entire audience
joining in.

Celebration 60 was presented
by the SA Zionist Federation
(whose director, Isla Feldman
initiated the idea) in association
with Mizrachi SA.

It was a tapestry of moments
and milestones in Jewish histo-

Celebration of
Israel’s 60th 

Conductor Jose Stern and Bev Goldman.

Isla Feldman and Avrom Krengel.

Oshy Tugendhaft, Micha Schachat, Azi Shwartz

and Len Kay reach the finale of one of their

songs. 

Production coordinators, Gavin Opert with Linda

Starkowitz and her husband Colin.

Musical director and pianist, Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph

with her two daughters, Tamar and Sara.

Some of the players in the marimba band.

ry, a unique melding of the
sounds of four soloists, the
Celebration Singers under their
conductor Jose Stern, the virtu-
oso band and the Incredible
Marimbas, all held together
under the baton of and direction
of Prof Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph. 

The lead singer was the ever-
popular Oshy Tugendhaft who,
together with his creative team
devised “Celebration 60”, the
originals of which have been
presented in major cities world-
wide. 

Len Kay, the second soloist, as
usual gave a highly polished per-
formance including his, “This is
the Moment” rendition.

Brought out for the occasion
were singing sensations Chazzan
Azi Schwartz and Micha
Schachat.

Israeli-born Schwartz on his
debut visit to South Africa,
wowed the audience with his
magnificent voice. He partnered
well with Tugendhaft and the
other soloists and became an
instant hit with everyone. He is
presently the chazzan and con-
ductor of the Park East Shul in
Manhattan, New York.

Young Micha Schachat is the
son of our own Colin Schachat.
Although only 11, Micha has the
self-assurance of an adult. He
has talent, aplomb and an angel-
ic voice. He has already been the
principal soloist on five interna-
tional tours with Kinderlach.

Micha dedicated one of his
songs to his family “as I don’t get
much chance to sing in front of
them”.

Congratulatory messages and
acknowledgements to everyone
involved were given by Avrom
Krengel, SAZF chairman and
Mizrachi’s Rabbi Laurence Perez. Zev Krengel with an Israeli flag-bearing friend.

Two chazans with one potential one, Colin Schachat

with his son Micha and Kenny Braude.



police before I boarded the motor launch
which was to take me to the ‘Voice of Peace’
(VOP) ship which housed the broadcasting
station, three kilometres outside the territo-
rial waters of Tel Aviv. 

“After a bumpy ride we reached our ship
and I was hoisted up onto the deck. There I
met the staff of the radio station, which con-
sisted of nine presenters - two from Ireland,
two from England, one from Texas, one
African American via the BBC and two from
Scotland. 

I was the first Jewish man to work for the
‘Voice of Peace’. The captain of the ship was
Chinese and the crew was made up of
Filipinos. One of them was the cook, Melvin.
He prepared tasty food for the DJs. 

“When we had to move off to get fuel and
foodstuffs, we had to raise anchor. I had to
put on a thick pair of rubber gloves and a
pair of heavy Wellington boots and I had to
go down to the hold and wind the handle to
raise the anchor.

“The broadcast station was owned by Abie

Nathan who was originally from India and
was a controversial figure in Israel. During
his earlier career, he undertook an ‘illegal’
flight in his private Piper Cub to assist the
peace process between Israel and Egypt. This
took place in the early sixties.”

To be concluded.

CONNECTING PEOPLE

From Peta Maybury, Cape Town:

“I am searching for the father of my great-
grandmother who was born Rosina
Rosenberg, place of birth unknown, but
probably South Africa in 1853. I believe that
her father was Abraham Rosenberg but we
have no proof. 

“It has been suggested that he was mayor
or a prominent citizen of Mafeking about the
time of the Siege but I have found no mention
of such a person in newspapers or literature
of the period.

“Rosina was married in Plymouth,
England, in 1873 to Alfred Louis (Leon)

Tickton (Tiktin) and their home was in
Islington, London. Alfred died in June 1883
and is buried at Jagersfontein, near
Kimberley. One presumes that he was
attracted by the diamond fields there. 

“The spelling of the name could have been
Rozenberg or Rosenbourg. Any positive
information to help trace this ancestor would
be most welcome.”

CONNECTING PEOPLE

From Eric Cohen, Cape Town:

“I used to live in Orange Grove,
Johannesburg and in the sixties my younger
brother, Rodney, who went to King David
Primary School, was friendly with Richard
Gordon who stayed with us for some time. I
would like to make contact with Richard.

“My phone number is (021) 797-7535 or cell
073-165-7639 or e-mail ericsan.cohen @lan-
tic.net “

• If contact is made Community Buzz
would appreciate it if we are informed. 
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SCHWEIZER RENEKE

This town in the North West Province, on the
Harts River, is about 320 km south-west of
Johannesburg. It was founded in 1888 and
named after two Boer soldiers killed in the
campaign against the Korana in 1885, namely
Kaptein Constantine Schweizer and Veld-
kornet C Reneke. 

It is in a farming region and also in a dia-
mond digging area being less than 50 kms
from Wolmaransstad, the centre of the dig-
gings in the province.

Mendel Green has contributed the follow-
ing: 

“In the early 1920s, Lazar Bloom and his
sons, Elias and Israel established a general
dealers store in Schweizer Reneke called 
L Bloom and Sons. This small town was a cen-
tre for the milling, farming and alluvial dia-
mond diggings of the time. 

“By 1930 the business was run by Louis
Green, son-in-law of Lazar, having married
Rebecca Bloom. They lived in the town and
had three children - Mendel, Tobe and
Francis. 

“On the passing of Louis Green, the busi-
ness carried on under Rebecca Green until
taken over by her daughter Francis and son-
in-law, Bernard Newstadt. Mendel became a
pharmacist and is now retired and living in
Durban.

“At various times Jewish families came to
the town. There was Mr and Mrs Freeman and
son, Morris; Mr and Mrs Slutzkin (he was a
tailor) and children, Morris, Max, Ruth, Rivka
and Chasah; Harry Slutzkin who was a shoe-
maker and also a barber, who was a bachelor;
the Stern family (of which artist Irma Stern
was a member - they established a business, 
L Stern & Co; the Gordon family who may
have been Jewish, managed this shop.

“After the Second World War, Martin Fels
came to Schweizer Reneke and was a partner
of Mr Clucas in the grain mill He married
Theresa Paauw. Later Norman Lazarus and
his wife, Kit, came to the town to join Mr Fels
in the mill. Their children were Gail and
Brian. 

“In the late 1940s, Drs Mickey and Anita
Harris set up a medical practice in the town.
They had two sons, Desmond and Neil.
Subsequently they came to Durban where
Mickey became a plastic surgeon.

“Some miles away was Delareyville where
Mr and Mrs Max Merkel had a general dealers
business. They had two children, a daughter
Naomi and a son, Manfred, who became a
pharmacist and married Miriam Abrahams of
Johannesburg.

“Also in the area was a place called London
where Mr and Mrs Lewis had a hotel which
was the hub of the diamond fields in the dis-
trict.”

JOHANNESBURG

From Gertie (Tuva) Jacobs:

“As the very happy winner of the 2007 “Bubba
of the Year Trip” Competition, I would like to
place on record through the medium of
Community Buzz, my heartfelt appreciation
and gratitude to the committee and members
of the Union of Jewish Women (Houghton
branch) for facilitating my recent sojourn to
Israel. 

“This allowed me to stay with my son, Rabbi
Ezra Jacobs and my daughter-in-law, Racheli
and my six beloved grandchildren, all of
whom I unfortunately had not been able to see
for the past seven years.”

ISRAEL

The Voice of Peace - the ‘illegal’ radio station 

From Rollo Berman, now of Johannesburg:

“In 1992 I flew to Tel Aviv to join the ‘Voice of
Peace’ radio station. On arriving at the airport
I took the 777 bus to the Astor Hotel on the
beachfront. The off-duty presenters were
accommodated in this hotel and breakfasts
were provided ‘on the house’. The same condi-
tion applied to lunch at a restaurant across the
road.

“Two days later I was fetched by a guy who
was called ‘Saggi’. He was the official driver
for the radio station. My luggage was packed
in the back and we drove to the Tel Aviv yacht
basin. 

“As the name implies, this basin was filled
with luxurious yachts owned by wealthy Tel
Avivians. I first handed in my passport to the



8 SA JEWISH REPORT 04 - 11 April 2008

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THE PEACE process: a myth or reality?
This was one of the topics dealt with at the
Western Province Zionist Council (WPZC)
conference last Sunday.

Ironically and closer to home, the
“underlying tension” at the conference
itself was exemplified by a no-holds
barred report circulated by former chair-
man of the Council David Hersch. One of
his allegations concerned the “gerryman-
dering” with delegates regarding the elec-
tions being held at the conference. 

“Pressure is being placed on delegates
not to vote for certain people,” he wrote.
“These people are committed Zionists
whose talents can contribute to the vast
improvement needed to bring the WPZC
up to what it should be, but because they
are unlikely to fall in line with those who
control the Council, they are to be exclud-
ed. This is completely unacceptable.”

Appealing for calm, Owen Futeran,
chairman of the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies (Cape Council), said the
idea was to vote in a “broadly representa-
tive body, with religious and non-religious
(individuals). 

Speaking from the floor, Anthony Pam
stated that the public did not have a voice
in Jewish communal life. “We have no true
democracy in the communal organisations
nor a free Jewish press,” he said, describ-
ing the latter as “sycophantic”. 

On a more sober note, Professor Hussein
Solomon of the Department of Political
Science at the University of Pretoria, said
there was room for both hope and pes-

simism with regard to the peace process.
On the negative side, the Palestinians were
weak and divided, Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert was politically weak and
United States President George W Bush
was a lame duck president.

“Hamas is not a monolithic entity - it is
extremely divided and especially now,” he
said, “but the militant faction is in the
ascendancy. Also, heavy-handed Israeli
responses have served to fuel the fires of
conflagration. None of the parties trust
each other and for good reason.”

On the positive side, reports of meetings
between Israel and Hamas repeatedly sur-
faced, he said, stressing that no agreement
was possible without Hamas. Israel should
“get rid of the 600 checkpoints that choke
the Palestinians’ lifeblood”, he added, con-
ceding that the country’s security needs
should be addressed as well. Hussein
maintained that Arab attitudes to Israel
were changing for the better.

Israeli Ambassador Ilan Baruch said
Israel was here to stay. Though Iran and
Libya were holding to totalitarian views,
“the core countries Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria and the Palestinian
Authority are all in full acceptance of the
fact that Israel exists,” he said.

Addressing the topic “The struggle over
the soul of Zionism in Israel today”, guest
speaker Professor Gideon Shimoni of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, referred
to the conservative hawk camp and the lib-
eral peace camp. The former felt that the
government had betrayed them.

“They are very defensive with a tenden-
cy to label anyone who doesn’t accept their
critique of the government and its policies
as abandoning Zionism,” something he

described as “totally unjustified. They say
that no risks should be taken with the sur-
vival of Israel even if it’s at the cost of
Palestinian rights.”

The liberal doves, on the other hand, felt
that there could be no consummation of
the purposes of Zionism if it wasn’t striv-
ing for peace - “the alternative is under-
mining the essence of what Zionism is all
about”.

This conservative-liberal conflict was
paralleled in any Western democracy
“except that in Israel everything’s a mat-
ter of life and death, there are great stakes
involved, it’s not some academic discus-
sion. We don’t have easy choices - we have
to decide between bad and more bad,
that’s the reality of our situation,” he
said. 

Professor Milton Shain, director of the
Kaplan Centre for Jewish Studies and
Research at the University of Cape Town,
said it was difficult to convince Western
intellectuals in the 21st century of the
need for a Jewish ethno-national state. The
challenges in this regard were “enor-
mous”, not only from the intellectual
world but from radical Islam too, he said. 

The idea of a single state, supported by,
among others, journalist Allister Sparks,
could be “seductive”. 

“To South Africans coming from an
apartheid past, it makes a lot of sense to
those who have a crude understanding of
history and see Israelis as settlers.

“If we could negotiate to a single consti-
tutional state, why can the Israelis and
Palestinians not do so?” they say. “The
case for a Jewish state remains,” Shain
maintained.

“It will be tested against the ideas of lib-

In Israel, choices between 
‘bad and more bad’ - Shimoni

Norman Davies - Europe at War 1939-1945.
No Simple Victory (Macmillan, London)

2006 R362

REVIEWED BY 
PROF MILTON SHAIN

IT IS a truism that history is always being
revised or rewritten. In some cases this is a
result of new evidence, in others, shifts in
paradigms. 

In some cases, careers are made on orig-
inal, yet controversial insights. Such is the
nature of the historical enterprise. But
when a historian sets out deliberately to
undermine conventional perspectives, care
needs to be taken. Norman Davies’s reflec-
tions on the Second World War necessitate
caution. 

From the outset Davies indicates that
our understanding of the Second World
War is massively flawed by post-war devel-

opments. When we reintegrate, juxtapose
and rearrange old facts, he argues, we
arrive at very different understandings. 

This may be so. But is each understand-
ing defensible? It is true that each “nation
that participated in the Second World War
has its own version of
events” and it is true that all
“accentuate the experience of
their own people”. But does
this mean, as Davies seems to
suggest, that all accounts are
equally skewed?

Davies builds his argu-
ments by dexterously raising
alternative ways in which
historians - in his view incor-
rectly - have constructed the
Second World War. Thus it is
wrong, he maintains, to write
of “the Nazi invasion of
Poland” while ignoring the
Soviet occupation of Poland -
or at least half of it - in 1939. 

Similarly, focusing on the Holocaust
alone and ignoring other mass deporta-
tions and massacres can be misleading.
What of the Katyn massacre, asks Davies?
War crimes, battles and geo-political strug-
gles all come under his purview. 

Few would deny the pitfalls of historical
bias and the danger of a blinkered, self
absorbed and warped perspective of the
war. And it may be true that few know that
Polish pilots participated in the Battle of
Britain after the Polish air force was
knocked out early in the war and that the
Strategic Bombing Offensive that decimat-
ed Dresden and cost 60 000 lives “did not
bring the German economy to a halt” nor
“break the morale of the German public”. 

But does this mean all our understand-
ings are erroneous?

For all that, Davies does raise important
issues and he does provide fascinating and
readable (if not always reliable) informa-
tion on military strategy, wartime politics,
the life of soldiers from enlistment to the
war grave, civilians during the war, and the
portrayal of the conflict in pictures, litera-
ture and history. And he does remind us of
the way in which the placement of the his-
torical lens can inform our views.

Much like the blind person feeling an ele-

phant, we are inclined only to one perspec-
tive; the larger picture is invariably unavail-
able. Russians remember Leningrad and
Stalingrad; Americans Omaha Beach, the
British Dunkirk, and the Jews Auschwitz. 

Russians believe the war began in June
1941, after the Nazis launched Operation
Barbarossa, Americans identify the attack
on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 as the
start of the war, and Jews focus on late 1941

as the Holocaust evolved. But,
asks Davies, what about
Finland, Denmark and
Holland, to mention only
three zones that experienced
a very different timetable?

Our understandings of the
war, explains Davies, are fur-
ther complicated by official
government publications that
select specific documents that
justify wartime policies.
“They inevitably,” he writes,
“leave a number of skeletons,
large or small, in the farther
reaches of the historical cup-
board.” 

Huge lacunae still remain with regard to
the Soviet Union’s record. But, notes
Davies, the West has little reason for com-
placency when it comes to questions of
open access to documents. The deciphering
of the German Enigma system, for example,
was not made public for at least 30 years. 

Davies is correct to maintain that histori-
ans still need to grapple with issues of patri-
otism, language, proportion and criminali-
ty. Victor’s history, he writes, has resulted
in “numerous untenable myths and leg-
ends”. And he is surely correct to note that
an overriding and universally accepted nar-
rative of the war does not exist. But war his-
toriography is not simple invention with all
versions having equal claims to the truth. A
disturbing relativism seems to inform
Davies.

The Holocaust, for example, cannot be
equated with other massacres during the
war. Contrary to Davies, it was exceptional
and indeed unprecedented. This is neither
to suggest a Jewish life is worth more than
that of a Pole at Katyn, nor to suggest that
Jews alone suffered during the war. 

However, the destruction of European
Jewry had a very different genesis to that of
other mass killings during the war. Put sim-
ply, the relativism of the kind Davies intro-
duces can be problematic.

Like a blind person feeling an elephant

Professors Gideon Shimoni (left) and

Milton Shain spoke at the WPZC confer-

ence.

eral democracy. Multiculturalism of some
kind will enter into the debate, but you
can’t have a state that looks at its own citi-
zens as second class or not quite Israeli
Jews.” 

At the conclusion of this session, a yar-
mulke-clad attendee suggested that in the
future, “a person who has a connection
with being Jewish” be included on the
panel. Panellist Mr Justice Dennis Davis
said he took “the strongest exception” to
the remark.

Tamar Lazarus, vice chairman of the
WPZC, was presented with the Herzl
Award, which is given to members of
Diaspora communities for their contribu-
tion to the Zionist cause by the age of 44 -
the age at which Herzl died. Making the
award, Avrom Krengel, chairman of the
SAZF, referred to her “dynamism, energy
and commitment.” 

Johan Greeff, national director of the
International Christian Embassy
Jerusalem (ICEJ), presented a gift of R30
000 to the aliyah department of the WPZC.
Dave Wilken, national chairman of the
ICEJ, announced the appointment of
Hersch as an international representative
by the Christian Zionist organisation’s
head office in Jerusalem.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

The sting of
words

THE RELATIONSHIP between Israel and the
United Nations has never been a happy one. Aside
from numerous other problems, the terminology
to which Israel has been subjected over decades in
that body, has often been painful - such as the infa-
mous resolution of the general assembly in 1975
equating Zionism with racism, which was eventu-
ally repealed.

The relationship became even more fraught this
week with the appointment by the UN Human
Rights Council of an American Jewish law profes-
sor, Richard Falk, to the position of “special rap-
porteur on the Palestinian territories”. He will
replace South Africa’s John Dugard, a consistent-
ly harsh critic of Israel, who held the post for the
past six years.

Two highly emotive words reflect the attitudes of
the two - for Dugard, the word “apartheid” was
consistently applied by him to Israel; for Falk, the
word “holocaust” has been thrown at Israel for
what its actions in Gaza could potentially lead to. 

Both men come with characteristics that make
criticising them and their use of those epithets -
extremely complex. Dugard is an academic and
human rights lawyer who was a courageous, out-
spoken critic of the apartheid regime during its
worst days. Whatever one thinks of his pronounce-
ments about Israel, given his history, one cannot
dismiss him as uninformed or unskilled. 

Falk also comes with academic credentials as a
respected political scientist in certain circles. The
fact that he is Jewish makes his pronouncements
about Israel in Gaza and the potential “genocide”
and “holocaust” he talks about, more difficult to
categorise. The knee-jerk reaction of some sup-
porters of Israel to label its critics as anti-Semitic
doesn’t stick here. Or can a Jew be anti-Semitic? 

One has to be careful in how such evocative
terms as “anti-Semite” are used and not fall into
the same polemic trap as Dugard and Falk. The
term has often been used much too loosely, for peo-
ple who have been critical of Israel for reasons
with nothing do to with anti-Semitism. 

Also, a Jew who slams Israel in this way does not
stop being Jewish, even though his statements
might put him way out of the general Jewish con-
sensus. Some would label him a “self-hating Jew” -
a term which should also be used with great cau-
tion.

Falk’s mandate is to investigate “Israel’s viola-
tions of the principles and bases of international
law”. The UN has been bitterly criticised by Jewish
and other supporters of Israel for the fact that no
parallel mandate is given to investigate Palestinian
actions or violations. 

What should a supporter of Israel and a believer
in the possibility of peace with the Palestinians do
with the fact that the terms apartheid, holocaust,
genocide and Nazi are being applied increasingly
to Israel, not only by virulently anti-Zionist
Muslim and Arab groups, but by people coming
from thoroughly different backgrounds, some of
them respected voices in other areas? 

Unfortunately, the reality on the ground - partic-
ularly in Gaza - is so ugly that these analogies can
stick in the minds of people who either are
abysmally ignorant of the complexity and history,
or are predisposed to buying into them. 

Israel’s actions in Gaza have not been without
fault by any means. But no honest person can
ignore the gross violations of humanitarian law
that Palestinians have perpetrated, whether
through suicide bombings, Qassams, or other
means. 

The fact that it is only Israel’s actions that are
being scrutinised, is dishonest and a disgrace - and
Dugard and Falk should have the integrity to
recognise this - any academic true to the notion of
scientific enquiry would have done this. 

The sad fact that more and more Jewish intellec-
tuals are not shocked by the use of such terms -
which would have been unthinkable to their par-
ents’ generation, who knew better what the
“Holocaust” really was - makes the battle against
the expedient use of such terminology more
exhausting. 

Falk’s appointment is for seven years. His
“Holocaust” and “genocide” epithets will lose their
sting only if people see progress towards a peace
settlement. Sadly, that is not yet on the cards.  

The way I understand it is that the first
language is Hebrew, the calendar is a
Jewish calendar - and I want to pass a
law of the Shabbat in the parliament. 

“The stories we tell our children in the
schools, what happened here in the last 
5 000 years, and the last 60 years, will be
‘our’ version. And they will have to
accept it. If not, they have the opportuni-
ty on the other side of the border; where
they will have their own Palestinian
state.

“I am not talking about justice - justice
is something so subjective. I am looking
for fairness. We have to separate between
our dreams and the way we accept the
present.”

The dream of the Israelis, he says,
would be to own the whole land of Israel.
For Palestinians, it is to go back and own
Jaffa and other places they fled from in
1948. 

For the two-state solution to work,
Jewish settlements will have to be dis-
mantled, giving up part of the Israeli
dream, and Palestinians will have to give
up the right of return to Israeli territory. 

“It will be very painful for us to bring
back settlers.” 

The Left’s hostility to the settlers
angers Ayalon. “I can prove it from the
intelligence point of view that the Arab
world came to accept Israel not only de
facto but also de jure, because of the set-
tlement movement. The settlers are our
pioneers, we sent them. Now their mis-
sion is over.

“The Arabs do not want one state -
only some Arab intellectuals, like some
Jewish intellectuals. The people in the
street - Jews and Palestinians - want a
state of their own.”

He laments the fact that many Israelis
do not understand the settlers’ connec-
tion with the land. A major challenge is
for Israelis “to agree on our past,
between ourselves, what happened here
in the last 5 000 years... that Kever Rachel
(Rachel’s tomb, located in the West Bank)
is something that belongs to our history.

“Time is running against us, not
because of several intellectuals who
want a one-state solution, not demo-
graphically, but because people stopped
to believe. There is a problem of trust, we
had too many dreams. The role for the
leadership is to create this hope.”

Could the South African experience -
for example, the Truth and Reconci-
liation Commission model - help resolve
the Middle East conflict?

“We can learn from what happened in
South Africa, Ireland, Cyprus, many

other places,” says Ayalon. “But in every
country there is some uniqueness; you
cannot impose what worked in another
place. If you ask is this a time for recon-
ciliation, my answer is no. Recon-
ciliation, the way I understand it, takes
me to the past, the whole idea is what I
did to you, what you did to me. 

“The way for me is to start with the
future, what I tried to do with Prof
Nusseibeh.

“We say, okay, you have your version of
the past - I do not accept it. I have
my version of the past - I know that
you don’t accept it. But let’s see
whether we can agree on the
future. 

“The past will take us to a dic-
tionary of ‘just’ and blame. The
future should take us to a diction-
ary of responsibility - what should
we do in order to...? Seventy per
cent of Palestinians and 75 per cent
of Israelis accept the idea of two
states along the lines of an
exchange of territories, etc. We are
very close! The place to start is in
the place where we are very close.” 

Ayalon repeats his conviction
that it is better to talk in terms of
fairness than justice. He says, “It is
not ‘just’ to bring back settlers,
who believe that it (the territories)
belongs to them. It is not ‘just’, not
to permit the Palestinian refugees
from 1948 to go back. But it is fair.
Because in the real world, fairness
is much more important than jus-
tice. 

“Everybody who wants to help
us has to understand our pain, our
failures and has to understand

where we are close. I do not want any-
body to suck me into the next conflict and
war. I do not want anybody to create new
illusions.

The biggest threat is the crisis of belief
and hope in the society. “I meet Israeli
students and ask them two questions:
How do you want to see Israel in 40 years
from now? Second, what will you do
tomorrow in order to see it happen? 

“The first question creates unbeliev-
able debate - the hopes and the pain and
whatever. The second question is a disas-
ter, no-one has an answer. Israel is a
place in which (there is a huge) gap
between two questions, almost identical -
you ask a person how do you want to see
Israel in 40 years from now, and the sec-
ond question, what do you think will hap-
pen in 40 years from now. Some ask: ‘Will
Israel exist in 40 years?’ 

“This is the whole idea of democracy:
‘What should I do as a citizen to close the
gap?’ When people do not feel they can
shape their future, can influence it, it is
like the hourglass of democracy is run-
ning out.”

What do we need to do to stop the hour-
glass running out? 

“To create hope,” he answers, applying
it to both sides. He hammered home the
point to a rapt audience at the IUA gath-
ering: “Israel will never have security as
long as the Palestinians do not have
hope.”

Ayalon rejects the approach adopted
by former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
when he decided to withdraw unilateral-
ly from Gaza. 

“Unilateralism is a language of
power,” he says.

“We must empower pragmatism
among Palestinians. Pragmatic leaders
on both sides have failed to prove to the
people in the Middle East that diplomacy
works. 

“In fact, leaders in the Middle East
have proved to the people that the other
side understands only the language of
force - power, terror, intifada, violence,
whatever you call it.”

GEOFF SIFRIN

AMI AYALON has a keen instinct for bring-
ing intellectual discussions about the Middle
East down to the tangible reality of the man
in the street. He stresses that he is in touch
with the feelings of ordinary Israelis and
Palestinians, the vast majority of whom, he
says, are very close to each other in their con-
cept of a peace settlement. 

A key Israeli Member of Parliament for
the Labour party, Ayalon was in
Johannesburg last week to speak at
the IUA’s campaign launch. 

Although he is a peace activist on
the moderate left, he is angry with the
Israeli Left camp which he says is hos-
tile to Israeli society and engaged in
naïve illusions. “(They) came to us in
the 1990s and promised us ‘peace now’,
and the ‘new Middle East’. 

“It was an illusion - that nationalism
does not exist anymore, fundamental-
ism does not exist anymore, only econ-
omy and culture, etc. Well, probably
somewhere else. People in the Middle
East see nationalism as part of their
identity.”

Ayalon’s small physical stature
belies the forcefulness with which he
engages with the issues - leaning for-
ward passionately to hammer home a
point during this interview. He is a
decorated soldier from an elite navy
unit, former admiral of the Israeli
navy who pushed Israel to obtain
German-made submarines, and for-
mer head of Israel’s Shin Bet (secret
service). 

In 2003 he launched a peace initia-
tive with Palestinian Professor Sari
Nusseibeh called “The People’s Voice”,
to collect as many signatures as possible of
Israelis and Palestinians supporting a two-
state solution to the conflict.

He rejects calls in international Leftist cir-
cles saying Israel as a Jewish state should
disappear and become part of a single bi-
national state between the Jordan and
Mediterranean - the “one-state solution”.

“The people who believe in one state do not
understand the people in the street. My par-
ents came to Israel in the 1930s. Israel exists
as a safe haven for the Jews. We have fought
formally for 60 years, but more, depending
how you count it - 5 000 years some will say. 

“We made many mistakes, as any person
or society or nation does. But it does not
mean we have to give up the idea of a Jewish
homeland. Many people are frustrated, dis-
appointed, cynical, confused. For me Israel
as a Jewish democracy is axiomatic.” 

What does he mean by a Jewish democra-
cy? 

“No, Israel is a great democracy, but we
still have a long way to go to define the idea of
how democratic and how Jewish - the bal-
ance. I do not believe in absoluteness.
Democracy is something real, not a scientific
idea. For me Israel as a safe home for the
Jewish people is a moral value - we deserve
it. 

“On the other hand, to create a place
where everybody is equal is a moral value -
everybody deserves it. We have to find the
balance. 

“What will be the daily life in this new phe-
nomenon? It will depend when you ask me.
On Yom Kippur it will be much more Jewish
than democratic. If you ask in the middle of
the week I will tell you, aside from the lan-
guage, I do not want any Jewishness in the
flavour of our daily life. 

“Yes, on one hand we have to give equal cit-
izenship, but on the other hand the identity
of the state would represent the idea of the
state of the Jewish people. 

“To open the debate we have to create a sit-
uation where on the other side of the border,
they will have their own state that belongs to
the Palestinian people. I will come to the
Israeli Arabs and say: Listen, this is the state
of the Jewish people, I want you to live here.

Ayalon - creating hope the
essential task in ME today
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