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Echoes of Osirak raid in

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WITH ISRAEL still refusing to
discuss the apparent airstrike
two weeks ago against Syria,
observers have begun to suggest
that a major event may have
taken place.

The apparent bombing run
may have been akin to Israel’s
bombing of the Iraqgi nuclear
reactor at Osirak in 1981, if
international media reports are
to be believed.

For once, no one in the Israeli
establishment is talking.

Based on government sources
in the United States and else-
where - some of them named -
the reports suggest that on the
night between September 5 and
6, Israeli warplanes attacked a
nuclear facility in northern
Syria storing or processing
nuclear materials provided by
North Korea.

The presumed nuclear target
would explain the secrecy shrouding
the alleged Israeli operation. It also
would explain the rumours of
impending war between Israel and
Syria earlier in the year, and the fail-
ure of the two countries to launch a
peace process despite public expres-
sions of willingness to do so.

According to the foreign reports,
the story goes back to the beginning
of the year and a secret meeting
between North Korean and Iranian
officials in the remote Korean bor-
der town of Ch’ongjin.

The North Koreans, having agreed
to dismantle their nuclear weapons
programme in return for nor-
malised ties with the West, were
looking to sell off nuclear technolo-
gy and materials which the Iranians
were only too willing to buy. The key
material on offer was plutonium.

LETTERS / 14 YOUTH MEET HERSCHELLE GIBBS / 19 CROSSWORD /20 HOLDING ONTO BRAKPAN JEWRY /4 SAKS COLUMN/ 11

[sraeli strike on Syria

The reports imply that the
Syrians had long wanted to acquire
a nuclear weapons programme of
their own and, with North Korean
help, they built a facility for pluto-
nium processing and eventual
weapons building.

According to the Washington
Post, in the spring President George
W Bush’s national security adviser,
Stephen Hadley, was presented
with evidence of Syrian-North
Korean nuclear co-operation. It
included dramatic satellite imagery
from Israel that led some US offi-
cials to conclude the Syrians had
built a facility that could be used to
produce material for nuclear
weapons.

At about the same time, Mossad
chief, Meir Dagan presented evi-
dence to Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert that Syria was seek-
ing to acquire nuclear know-how

Inset: Syrian Presndent Bashar al-Assad. (SOURCE: GPO/BP IMAGES/JTA)

from North Korea.

Dagan, according to the reports,
feared the Syrians might be able to
produce nuclear devices that could
be installed on Scud-C rockets,
which have the range to reach most
points in Israel.

“This was supposed to be a devas-
tating Syrian surprise for Israel,”
last Sunday’s UK Times quoted an
Israeli official as saying. Had it
gone through, Syria in a single
stroke would have attained strate-
gic parity with Israel.

While Hadley and Olmert sup-
posedly were digesting the dramat-
ic new information, Israeli and
Syrian politicians started talking
up the possibility of war in the
summer.

At the time it was difficult to
understand what had triggered the
sudden threat of hostilities.
Analysts spoke about rising tension

between the two countries, but
could not explain what was
behind it. The nuclear evidence
theory provides a rationale.

In June, Israel’s military intel-
ligence gave the politicians a
i clear message: If there were no
i| political negotiations with Syria

soon, war was likely in the sum-

= mer.

Olmert set up a special minis-
terial committee to monitor de-
velopments on the Syrian front.
The United States, however,
|| refused to give a green light for
peace talks. In hindsight, some
| commentators now are suggest-
| ing the reason for this may have
been Washington’s awareness of
Syria’s nuclear plans.

The immediate spur for the
Israeli attack may have been the
arrival on September 3 of a
North Korean vessel at the
Syrian port of Tartous. Accord-
ing to foreign sources, the
Israelis believed the vessel was
carrying nuclear materials, and
this is what dictated the timing of
the alleged Israeli strike on the
night in question.

According to the London Obser-
ver, the strike was carried out by
eight Israeli aircraft. Other reports
suggested ground troops also had
been involved, along with a high-
flying reconnaissance plane.

Last week, US officials indicated
there might be some truth to the
nuclear theory.

Assuming the Israeli strike
against Syria did take place, the
question now is what effect it will
have on the Iran issue. Does this
make a US-led military strike on
Iran more or less likely?

The answer to that question could
well determine the historical signif-
icance of Israel’s alleged action
against Syria. (JTA)
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Due to the Chagim the next
issue of the SAJR will appear
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LIGHTING A FIRE...

“When it is very cold there are two ways fo warm yourself — one is by putting on a fur coat, the other is by lighting a fire. The

Extract from “Towards a Meaningful Life” Rebbe Menachem M Schneerson

difference is that the fur coat warms only the person wearing it, whilst the fire warms anyone who comes near.” When was
the last time you paused to think of all the wonderful aftributes South Africa has? Ask yourself how you can use your unique
abilities to improve circumstances for individuals, which will ultimately make South Africa a better place for all of us to
thrive in. When we see someone in need, do we respond? Let us acknowledge that we are part of a larger community

and therefore responsible for each other. Let’s build a fire instead of putting on a fur coat!

Denese Zaslanskyw
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NEW ZEALAND JEWISH IMMIGRATION

The Auckland Jewish Community has doubled
over the last five years and wants to repeat this
feat. It has never been easier to immigrate and
jobs are plentiful as we have record low
unemployment. NZ is desperate for people with
skills. Free Schooling, Free Hospital Care, Interest
Free Loans for University, Low Crime, Beautiful
Friendly Country. Give your family a future and
join our wonderful community. Jewish
Immigration Consultant coming soon to SA.
For details and further information contact Leon
at chap@talk.co.nz

2 MAN BAND
MUSIC 4 ALL
OCCASIONS

Songs in
> English,
" Hebrew &
Latin.

Roni Lea: 082-352-4291

Avi Kanar: 072-230-4282

Have you got old jewellezy
that was once loved and fo.r
which you have no more use.

| bu_)g jeweﬂer}/ and.watches.

Please contact Frank Friedman

Johannesburg
Jewellery Expert on 0829006897
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DVAR TORAH
The essence of Yom Kippur

RABBI RON HENDLER
NORTHFIELD SHUL

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

YOM KIPPUR, the Day of
Atonement, is the great day in our
calendar, which allows us to achieve
the unimaginable - forgiveness,
purification, cleansing from sin.

There is a supernatural aspect of
this day. The Jewish people are com-
pared to angels in which they rise
above their natural bodily needs of
eating and drinking, and in which
they connect only to their souls.

The Talmud teaches us that as
much as it is a mitzvah to refrain
from eating and drinking on Yom
Kippur, it is a mitzvah to eat on the
day before Yom Kippur.

The Talmud in Yoma (81b) states:
“Whoever eats and drinks on the 9th
of Tishrei is considered as if he fast-
ed on the 9th and the 10th of the
month.”

Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch
points out that Yom Kippur is not
about pacifying a wrathful god, and
we do not fast in a “heathenish self-
torturous castigation” to satisfy its
thirst for vengeance. The same law
which forbids fasting on Yom Kippur
also makes it mandatory to eat and
drink on erev Yom Kippur. The
Torah legislates only one fast during
the year however it commands us to
celebrate Shabbat and Yamim Tovim
with good food and wine.

What then is the purpose of fasting
on Yom Kippur? It is because sin is
associated with selfish desires, indul-
gence in material and sensual pleas-
ures etc and on Yom Kippur, we want
to move away from our base
instincts.

The Talmud in Rosh Hashanah
states that “For whom does Hashem
overlook his sins? A person who him-
self overlooks upsets and insults that
he has been subject to.”

YOM KIPPUR AND SHABBAT
Sept 21 /9 Tishrei

Starts: Ends:

17:46 18:35  Johannesburg
18:24 19:16  Cape Town
17:34 18:24  Durban

17:53 18:43 Bloemfontein
17:55 18:47 Port Elizabeth
17:46 18:38  East London
YOMTOV TIMES

FIRST DAY SUCCOT

September 26/14 Tishrei

Please light a flame that will burn
over both days to light candles from.

Starts at:

17:48  Johannesburg
18:10 Cape Town

17:37 Durban

17:56 Bloemfontein
17:59 Port Elizabeth
17:49 East London
SECOND DAY succoTt
September 27 / 15 Tishrei

These are the earliest times for
candle lighting from an existing
flame.

Please remember to light a flame
that will burn over both days.

The Talmud tells a story of a great
sage who was destined to die, and he
was reprieved because the heavenly
court stated that he had always been
forgiving to those around him. The

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (the
abridged code of Jewish Law,
authored by Rabbi  Shlomo
Ganzfried, 1804 - 1886) states that a
Jew should aspire to the quality of
being “slow to anger and quick to
forgive”.

He states further that it is not the
way of a Jew to bear grudges and
take revenge and that the prayers of
a person who holds grudges will not
be heard on Yom Kippur.

There are many people, even close
family members, who have held
grudges for a long time. Now is the
time to let go, to make amends... now
is the time to pick up the phone and
seek reconciliation.

What we want from Hashem, we
must be prepared to model in our
own lives. Even if we have a justifi-
able resentment against another
person, we must find it in our hearts
to let it go. Out of all of the things
that we are going to do on Yom
Kippur, this is probably the single
most important thing.

May we all be sealed in the book of
life for a good and a sweet year.

SHABBAT AND YOMTOV TIMES

Starts at:

18:37  Johannesburg
19:19 Cape Town

18:27 Durban

18:46 Bloemfontein
18:51 Port Elizabeth
18:41 East London
SHABBAT

September 28 / 16 Tishrei

These are the latest times for
candle lighting (from an existing
flame)

Shabbat is also the end of Yom Tov
(Succot).

Starts: Ends:

17:49 1838  Johannesburg
18:10 19:21 Cape Town
17:38 18:28  Durban

17:57 18:47 Bloemfontein
18:00 18:52 Port Elizabeth
17:51 18:42 East London

Sponsored by:

Investment
Solutions

" IT ALL ADDS UP!

www.littleshak.co.za

plettenberg bay

mickey shaked (082 3498653)

info@littleshak.co.za
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Yeshiva College fundraiser pulls them in

Yeshiva College held its
annual Top Businessman’s
breakfast in the Apollo
Room at Summer Place, in
Hyde Park on September 5.
Sean Melnick, group chair-
man of Peregrine
Holdings, was the guest
speaker. Evelyn Samson,
co-ordinator of the event,
said 160 people attended
the breakfast, which was
held to raise funds for
Yeshiva College.

Rabbi Avraham Tanzer, rosh
yeshiva, Yeshiva College,
Glenhazel, Johannesburg, Rabbi
Dov Tanzer, menahel of Yeshiva
College, and Gerald Leissner,
chairman of Yeshiva College.
(Photo: llan Ossendryver)

NEWS IN BRIEF

POLL: OLMERT BOOSTED BY SYRIA RAID

JERUSALEM - Israel's alleged airstrike in
Syria has boosted the domestic popularity
of Ehud Olmert.

According to Tuesday's Yediot Achronot
survey, 35 per cent of Israelis rate their
prime minister's performance as "good"
following the reported September 6 strike
against a strategic military target in
northern Syria. Sixty-three per cent called
Olmert's performance "not good", while
two per cent had no response.

The pollster, Dahaf, noted that a similar
survey two weeks ago found 25 per cent
supporting Olmert and 70 per cent oppos-
ing the embattled prime minister.

Olmert has been at pains to shore up his
popularity since last year's Lebanon war,
whose setbacks many Israelis blamed on
government incompetence and media
leaks.

Jerusalem has declined all comment on
the Syria incident, which US officials have
speculated targeted a nuclear facility sup-
plied by North Korea.

If this indeed was the case, 78 per cent of
Israelis polled by Dahaf said they support-

Phyllis Jowell School
opens in Cape Town

Rebbetzin Natalie Altman arranges the choir in preparation for their per-
formance for the grand opening of the Camps Bay campus of the Phyllis
Jowell Jewish Day School. (PHOTOS: PHYLLIS JOWELL JEWISH DAY SCHOOL )

ed the operation, 10 per cent were opposed
and 12 per cent had no response.

Fifty-one per cent of respondents said
the incident had not affected the chances
of Israel going to war with Syria, despite
Damascus's pledges to retaliate. Thirty-
two per cent saw an increased chance of
war, 13 per cent a decreased chance of war
and four per cent had no response.

The survey had 441 Jewish Israeli
respondents and a four per cent margin of
error. Israeli Arabs, which comprise
approximately 20 per cent of the popula-
tion, generally have been critical of the
alleged attack on Syria. (JTA)
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WhispaShield

”FURMaNS‘FGLaSS

laminated sound absorbing glass

SLLL..LeeP Noise Out!

WhispaShield by Furman Glass is an innovative sound absorbing glass.
Acoustically insulating glass cuts out excess sound and its harmful or annoying effects.
Whispashield, specifically developed by scientists to eliminate sound waves
penetrating interiors thru glass, can help to keep excessive noise outside so living and
working spaces can be utilised in peace and quiet.

If you live or work near an airport, highway, busy street, playground or any
noisy environment or you need privacy in an
internal office, then WhispaShield will work for you.
The product has the added benefit of being a safety and security glass
- it keeps out burglars and will not shatter on impact.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION & PRICING WW W . furmanglass.co.za
BRANCHES: *BLOEMFONTEIN +*CAPE TOWN *DURBAN °*JOHANNESBURG *POLOKWANE
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2768 Yom Kippur Appeal
NMRLACK

Securing our Jewish Future

H.SSISTANCE FOR FRONTLINE POPULATIONS
Over 150 Isracli civilians and soldiers lost their lives and thousands
were injured during the second Lebanon War. Each incident leaves
behind victims and family members who have trouble coping both
physically and emotionally with their losses. The suffering of terror
ﬂcumsdm mtand when it is no llangar new&warlh}f. Phymca[

From Devastation to Opportunity

YOUR HELP WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!!

Israel United Appeal - United Communal Fund
2 Elray Street, Raedene. Private Bag X6, Sandringham 2131
Tel:(011) 645-2554 Fax:(011) 645-2576
E-mail:iuaucf@beyachad.co.za

Spirit of Cyril Harris lives on
in dedication of Sefer Torah

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

THE SPIRIT of the late Chief Rabbi Cyril
Harris will live on in a project that was very
close to his heart and in the establishment of
which he played a major role - The Shul of
Table View - West Coast.

The Claremont Wynberg Hebrew
Congregation has ensured this with their
dedication of a Sefer Torah in his name to
the fledgling congregation, to coincide with
the second yahrzeit (anniversary) of his
passing.

At the Hachnassat Sefer Torah (welcom-
ing of the Torah) ceremony, executive direc-
tor of the Union of Orthodox Synagogues,
Mickey Glass recalled the time some four
years ago when he and the late chief rabbi
were studying the demographic shifts of the
Cape Town Jewish community.

“(We) realised that this part of the
Peninsula was home to literally hundreds of
young Jewish families without a neighbour-
hood shul and that it obviously cried out for
attention.”

Their approach to Rabbi Mendel Popack
was “an obvious step”, he said, as they
“recognised that Chabad Lubavitch were the
past masters of an open-ended, non-judge-
mental kiruv (Orthodox outreach to secular
Jews) approach” which is what they
believed was needed in the area. “And of
course we were correct.”

Describing the work of Rabbi Asher
Deren, spiritual leader of The Shul, and his
wife Zeesy as “a veritable master class in

Rabbi Asher Deren, Gavin Kelman, Rabbi
Aron Popack and David Meltz at the
Hachnassat Sefer Torah at The Shul of
Table View - West Coast.

how to start something great from nothing”,
he referred to their “unique ability to inter-
act with families regardless of the degree of
personal knowledge and commitment”.

Glass said he was sure that Rabbi Harris
would have derived much nachat from the
success of the congregation.

“I have no doubt that his neshama is hov-
ering over us today and declaiming to all
who listen.”

Ann Harris said her late husband would
have been particularly pleased about the
Torah dedication .

Eric Marx, chairman of the Claremont
Wynberg Hebrew Congregation, said there
would now be a bond between the two con-
gregations that mirrored the unity of the
Cape Town community. “May this Sefer
Torah always be a source of unification and
inspiration,” he said.

Judaism is alive and
well in Brakpan

LIONEL SLIER

BRAKPAN HEBREW Congregation threw a
party. - in fact they threw three parties on
the same day at the same time. There were
three birthday parties to be celebrated. Jack
Aremband, at 97 years old, was the senior
birthday boy. Ike Hyman at 94, a compara-
tive youngster, is preparing for his third bar-
mitzvah and the shul secretary, Monica
Ressel was an adolescent 80. Monica takes
off every Wednesday to play a game of ten-
nis. The talk is that in her time she was a
very good player indeed.

In a short address, Benjy Hirshowitz said:
“Ike Hyman is one of the shul’s treasures. At
the age of 94 he still reads Maftir every
Shabbat in the shul. Jack Aremband (97)
comes from Sandringham Gardens in
Johannesburg each week to help make up
the minyan and everyone is very proud of
him. Monica keeps the shul office going.”

Referring to the celebrations attended by
about 100 people, he said: “We ask ourselves

Jeffrc-:.).r and Ernest Waner.

who made all this possible, whose brainchild
was it to keep the congregation active and
the answer is that it is the current president,
Ernest Waner and his brother, Jeffrey.” He
called the celebration “ proof of their dedi-
cation and organizing ability”.

On Simon ben Meyer who leads the serv-
ices, Hirshowitz said: “He is the best acquisi-
tion Brakpan Shul has ever made. His fine
voice and the way he conducts the services
has rejuvenated the community. Besides
which he is an excellent cook!

“We salute the Waner brothers. Because of
them the spirit of Judaism is alive and well
in Brakpan.”

IUSILETTING

Property Rental and Management

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS RELAX AND LET US DO THE WORK
JUST LETTING IS THE ONLY NATIONAL DEDICATED LETTING AGENCY.

Landlords we have numerous enquiries for properly in the
following areas.

Bramley Gardens, Cheltondale, Fairmount, Forest Town, Glenhazel,
Gresswold, Highlands North, Houghton, Killarney, Lyndhursf, Norwood,
Orange Grove, Parkiown, Parkwood, Rembrandt Park, Sandringham,
Saxonwold, Sydenham and Waverley

We have demand for houses, fownhouses and colfages at affordable
rentals. List your properly with us fo ensure best resulfs.

GLENHAZEL
KILLARNEY

CALL US ON 011 454 5418 FOR A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
KILLARNEY@JUSTLETTING.CO.ZA

OR VISIT THE JUST LETTING WEBSITE AND CLICK ON KILLARNEY
FOR DETAILS OF ALL THE UNIT WE HAVE TO OFFER
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why we all care about israel

1 e Chabad House presents
NO matter where we f!"l‘ ourse Vf‘.“.‘S, srael retains 3 6 Week COUT‘SE
its hold upon our spirit. There is a deep

connection that continues to tug at us, a magnetic 3 optio ns

pull that reaches across time and across borders.

Tuesday nights at Chabad House
Johannesburg. 30 October 2007
at 19h30 - 21h00,

Whether Israel makes us feel pride or
disappointment, hope or concern, we care about its
fate and its future.

Whatever our political or religious bent, we know Wednesday nights at Chabad of

that Israel matters. If you have ever wondered about Sandton. 31 October 2007

Israel and its place in the world—and in your heart— at 19h30 - 21h00.

then this course is for you. Thursday nights at Chabad Centre
Cape Town. 1 November 2007
at 19h45h - 21h45.

For more information or to enroll, visit us at

www.chabadjoburg.org

Call Chabad House at [011) 440 6600 or e-mail Rabbi Daniel Rabin: rdrfdchabad.org.za
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A catastrophe ‘Ajds professor’ Reuben Sher dies

waiting to
happen...

ALISON GOLDBERG

A PROFESSOR in bioethics and health law at
the University of the Witwatersrand, is advo-
cating the need for a balance to be struck
between human rights and values and the
greater good in treating multi-drug resistant
diseases.

Professor Donna Knapp van Bogaert
addressed the Union of Jewish Women on
bioethics and global drug resistance recently,

Bioethics, as practised by Wits’s Steve Biko
Centre, she said, derived from moral philoso-
phy and involved the ethics of what we
should/ought to do, simply. The term
“bioethics” was first coined in the 1970s by
Van Rensselaer Potter, who viewed ethics as a
broad exploration of the linkages between
biology, ecology, medicine, and human val-
ues. As a practising oncologist, he believed
there was a link between the global environ-
ment and cancer.

At about the same time, a different model
(“principalism” a theory developed by
philosophers Beauchamp and Childress)
came out of Georgetown University. This the-
ory is based on four principles (often referred
to as the “Georgetown Mantra”): (i) respect
for autonomy; (ii) beneficence; (iii) non-
maleficence and lastly (iv) justice.

From there this way of looking at bioethics
was exported internationally. Within the last
10 years, the VR Potter model has become
widely accepted as we become increasingly
aware of the links between human health and
the health of the environment.

The discussion about global drug resist-
ance centred around what Van Bogaert sug-
gested are three problems facing us today: (i)
human overpopulation; (ii) population densi-
ty and (iii) globalisation of the concept of the
“good life”, primarily based on Western defi-
nitions.

Into this mix is the phenomenon today of
drug resistance. The professor took tubercu-
losis (TB) as a case in point. TB, she said, had
been with us forever. It most likely derived
from bovine TB. When we first came into con-
tact and domesticated animals, we acquired
it.

Insufficient attention, however, was paid to
public health issues such as in the 1960s a
Nobel laureate pronounced that infectious
diseases had been contained.

However, this was not true as the premises
were false: i) that there would not be any new
infectious diseases and ii) that drug resist-
ance would not be a problem.

Particularly in developing countries, of
which South Africa is a prime example and
where, owing to politics and a botched DOT
programme (Directly Observed Therapy
strategies for TB patients) plus leaning too
far towards the rights of the patients without
correlative  responsibilities (multi-drug
resistant TB (MDRTB) infected patients may
leave quarantine), we today face the problem
of being unable to treat TB effectively. This
may resultin MDR TB which can lead to XDR
TB.

Avian flu, a cross-species disease originat-
ing in China was at first uncontained because
of economic considerations. It was reported
that in Taiwan matters went to an extreme,
shooting people if necessary who tried to
escape hospital isolation.

This is a case again of imbalance between
serving the greater good and protecting
human rights in the process.

Van Bogaert said Avian flu had also been
diagnosed in the Eastern Cape but nothing
had been done about it.

Replacing the discovery of penicillin in
1942 by Fleming and others, is a multi-billion
dollar drug industry of which only 15 per
cent of its expenditure is on human beings;
the remainder on animals primarily with the
aim of improving weight and quality of food.

In the last decade as she also pointed out,
only three new antibiotics have been devel-
oped. She is convinced that MDRTB and
SARS or another emerging infectious disease
can and will become a pandemic. Her chal-
lenge in her specialist field is to strive
towards isolation/quarantine of infected
individuals, thus protecting the public, while
accommodating the protection of individual
human rights in the same process.

STAFF REPORTER

THE “AIDS professor” who once
described himself as a “youthful fanatical
Zionist”, Professor Reuben Sher, died last
week in Johannesburg at the age of 78.

Sher, a foremost expert on Aids, was the
man who many years ago in the 1980s
warned the world that Aids would become
a biological Holocaust - and was largely
ignored and even called alarmist.
Unfortunately Sher’s dire prediction
became true.

He started his medical career as a gen-
eral practitioner and went on to become
an immunologist and professor at the
University of the Witwatersrand. He
achieved celebrity status through his
work, often appearing on television and
radio stations all over the world. He was
an interviewer’s dream, well-known for
his quick sense of humour, even in the
midst of the gloomiest of subjects.

During the apartheid days, he set up an
Aids advisory body for the (then) National

Party government, but he accused them of
doing nothing about the looming pandem-
ic. In later years, he admitted

that the ANC did “even
worse”.
Sher was born in

Johannesburg and attended
Jeppe Boys’ High School.
Before he could go to study
medicine, war broke out in
Israel.

He joined the Israeli Air
Force, flying transportation
planes for two years before
returning to Johannesburg to
study medicine. He married

Sher, together with Dr Dennis Sifris, in
1986, after extensive research, started an
Aids clinic at the Johan-
nesburg Hospital. In 1987, the
drug AZT was found to be effec-
tive in treating HIV, but the
government was not interested
in administering it. The
Johannesburg Hospital decided
to give the drug only to people
who contracted HIV through
blood transfusions and not to
those who got it from sexual
contact.

Between 1986 and 1987 Sher
became involved in a study

while he was at university
and had two sons. The marriage was later
terminated and he married his wife Jean,
and they had a daughter.

Sher first read about HIV in US newspa-
pers during a visit to Atlanta. On his
return to South Africa, he started the pio-
neering research work that made him
famous.

with the Chamber of Mines in
which 30 000 miners were tested.

Despite having been retired, Sher con-
tinued to see patients at his small Aids
practice in Johannesburg.

Sher died from post surgery complica-
tions.

He is survived by his wife Jean, three
children and one stepchild.

When an old musician retires, he frets

LIONEL SLIER

“WHAT DOES a retired musician do for
fun?” asked Benny Michel. During the
years of the 1940s, 1950s, 1960s and even
later, Michel was probably the best
known musician in Johannesburg. There
was virtually no wedding, barmitzvah or
indeed any simcha where music was
required, that Michel and his band was
not present.

In his autobiography Footnote to a
Dream, Michel tells the story of the life of
a musician and portrays incidentally the
social history of Jewish Johannesburg.
Looking backwards from the 21st century,
one feels nostalgic about what good times
they were for a community that was just
beginning to discover itself and to assert
itself.

But time moves on and musicians grow
old and give up playing and like old sol-
diers many of them fade away. So back to
Michel’s question: What do musicians do
when they retire?

Michel answers the question about
what he has done for fun. He has taken up
fretwork in his Killarney, Johannesburg,

flat.

Fretwork? It all started four years ago,
he explained, when a former drummer of
his, Benny Band, now living in Ra’anana,
sent him a copy of The Jerusalem Post
which featured on its front page a fret-
work model of a huge cathedral which
Band had done. It was called “Chimes of
Joy”. This struck some latent chord in
Michel.

“I liked the challenge of the large fret-
work model and so I asked him to send me
the paper patterns. He did and a huge par-
cel of patterns arrived at my address.”
Michel had spent time as a jeweller so he
was familiar with working with delicate
patterns.

“I started working on it almost immedi-
ately. I glued the paper onto 3mm
Superboard and then began sawing what
is called interior cuts. In all I made about
4 800 inside cuts and there was tremen-
dous pressure on my hands and muscles.
I had to cut each piece at various angles,
then I had to file them individually, sand-
paper them and then assemble the pieces
one by one. I assembled some 600 parts.

“It needed a great deal of skill because

it is so painstaking and a great deal o
patience is needed. Furthermore there i
absolutely no room for mistakes. One sim
ply cannot make wrong cuts. However, i1
the end the results are tremendous an
the satisfaction cannot be described.”

Michel added: “This is terrific therap:
and it is a lot cheaper than going to doc
tors and getting medicine. Incidentally
the finished cathedral is an absolute mas
terpiece. It was designed by a bloke i1
Ireland and he is a veritable sadist. To fin
ish it becomes an obsession.

“There are no power tools used at all
one doesn’t need power, the work is finit
and in any case nothing can beat the skil
of the hands. I have called my piect
“Cathedral Clock”.

Incidentally, or rather not so inciden
tally, for the four years that Michel wa
working on his cathedral, he would some
times take a break and what does he d
for a diversion? He worked on a 5 000 piec
jigsaw puzzle which also took four years.

“The amazing thing was that not on
piece was missing when I finished it,” h
said. “You don’t have to be mad to do al
this, but it helps.”

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

RICE UPBEAT ON ME CONFERENCE

JERUSALEM - The upcoming Israeli-Palestinian peace confer-
ence under US auspices, will produce concrete results,
Condoleezza Rice has said.

The US secretary of state, who on Wednesday flew to Israel
and the Palestinian Authority for shuttle talks, rebuffed Arab
concerns that the conference President George W Bush plans
for November, will lead to rhetoric rather than progress.

"The idea that somehow the president of the United States
would call an international meeting so that we could all have a
photo-op is very far-fetched," Rice told reporters en route to Tel
Aviv.

"I think everyone expects it to be serious and substantive and
everybody expects it to address critical issues. We don't expect
anything less," she said.

"We can't simply continue to say we want a two-state solution,
we have got to start to move towards one."

US officials say that Rice, who spent just over 24 hours in the
region, hopes to prod Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas toward
agreement on what to expect from the conference. (JTA)

REPORT: ISRAEL TO LAUNCH SATELLITE

JERUSALEM - Israel plans to launch a new spy satellite this
month.

India Defence magazine reported this week that by month's
end, Israel would launch a TechSar satellite from the Indian air
base of Sriharikota.

According to the report, the satellite had advanced optics
allowing it to collect high-resolution photographs of round tar-
gets as small as two feet across.

Israeli and Indian officials declined comment.

India is Israel's most important foreign defence partner after
the United States.

Israel, which needs eyes in the sky to track the weapons pro-
grammes of Syria and Iran, last launched a spy satellite in
June. (JTA)

ISRAELIS CONFIRMED DEAD IN THAI CRASH

PHUKET - Eight Israelis have been confirmed dead in last
Sunday's Thai plane crash.

The 89 dead from the disaster in Phuket included eight
vacationing Israelis, Israeli and Thai officials said Tuesday.

Among the Israeli dead were two couples on their honey-
moon, and two female friends in their 20s who took a vaca-
tion together before beginning their university studies. Not
all of the victims' names were immediately released.

In an effort to help Thai authorities with the process of
identifying victims, Israel sent to Phuket teams from the
Magen David Adom ambulance service, the police forensic
unit and the ZAKA burial society.

Relatives of the dead also were on hand to provide DNA
samples or visual verification of identity.

Two Israeli newlyweds who survived the crash with light
injuries were to be flown home under medical supervision,
Magen David Adom said. (JTA)

ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN ART SHOW AT UN

NEW YORK - A joint Israeli-Palestinian art exhibition opened
on Thursday at United Nations headquarters in New York
City.

"Offering Reconciliation" features the work of 135 Israeli
and Palestinian artists, including Aliza Olmert, wife of the
prime minister. It is the first Israeli-Palestinian exhibit fea-
tured at the United Nations.

Created by the Parents Circle Family Forum, a network for
Israeli and Palestinian families who have lost loved ones in
the regional conflict, each of the artists worked with an iden-
tical ceramic bowl through which they expressed their yearn-
ing for peace and normalcy.

The exhibition, which opened in Israel in May, is currently
on an American tour supported by James Wolfensohn, former
president of the World Bank and Quartet envoy to the Middle
East, and the philanthropist Charles Bronfman. (JTA)
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FAURESMITH

The dorp of Fauresmith in the
Free State has its share of ill-for-
tune because it is near
Jagersfontein and only 40 km from
Koffiefontein, both diamond areas,
but Fauresmith seems to have
missed out.

It is 40 odd km from Luckoff but
luck did not come Fauresmith’s
way. Perhaps because the town was
named for a Dutch Reformed
Church moderator, Philip Faure
and the governor of the Cape
Colony, Sir Harry Smith, that was
considered enough luck.

Phyllis Birin sent the following
in about Rosh Hashanah in the
town: “Originally the Jewish com-
munity, together with a few Jews
from surrounding little towns used
to rent the Masonic Hall to be our
‘shul’ for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, ‘importing’ a rabbi. When
it became impossible to muster a

minyan, many went to
Bloemfontein. But the Horwitz
family, Sam, Ray, Shulamith

(Salome) and yours truly, Phyllis
made the pilgrimage to
Koffiefontein.

“It was always a time of excite-
ment and anticipation before going
to meet with other Jewish people -
sleeping at the hotel and enjoying
the hospitality of the warm-heart-
ed Jayne and Louis Karpas. Early
in the morning we had ‘milchike’
buns with our coffee; at night, sit-
ting at long tables and best of all,
the cheerful sound of Yiddish
songs and the camaraderie of
being with ‘eigene menschen’.

“The children of all ages playing
- the younger ones playing the
same games that we had played
with our ‘maatjies’ - but what a dif-
ferent ‘tam’ (taste) it had, just mix-
ing with Jewish Kkids - kids who
knew what it was like to be called
‘bI***y Joodjie’.

“There were Ray and Arnold
Valkin, Basil and Edmund Bloch,
the Kottlers and more. The Blochs
became doctors, the little Kottler
boy (whom we tormented by teas-
ing and then running away from
him) is now a world-renowned
medical specialist.

“Ray and I still have a special
friendship, Salome became a high
school Afrikaans teacher and I
became a pre-primary teacher -
‘melameds’ to the core, all of us,
following in the footsteps of our
ancestors.

“Quite often it rained around
this time of the year and the local
population was happy to see us
going to shul. They were convinced

that when ‘die Jode’ prayed, the
parched earth would soon receive
the blessing of rain.”

To be continued

HARRISMITH (CONTIN-
UED):

Morrie Steinberg (born 1918) lists
about 50 Jewish families who had
lived in Harrismith. Two of the
families are worth noting. One
was Mr and Mrs Natie Cohen, who
with his brother Sam, founded the
OK Bazaars, at one time the
largest chain store group in South
Africa.

The other were the Jafsowich
family who, as Jaffs, started the
well-known clothing firm Delswa.
The list will be given to the SA
Rochlin Archives at the I A Maisels
Library at Beyachad where anyone
interested in accessing it, can do
s0. Ask for Naomi.

Steinberg mentions reverends
that he remembers. Rev Shur
(1906-11), Rev Kantrovich (1908-17),
then Revs Hurwitz, Belloch and
Goldberg. He concludes: “A shul
and later a hall was built.
Unfortunately like most country
communities the Jews gradually
left and the shul and hall were
sold.

“The Torahs and all the contents
of the shul were given to the
Jewish Board of Deputies.
Arrangements were made for the
cemetery to be looked after. I might
mention that in our park we had
one of the oldest cork trees in
South Africa.”

JOHANNESBURG/
YEOVILLE

From Basil Dakes:

“David Shapiro’s letter re
Yeoville incorrectly states that
Feigels deli was owned by the Fait
family. They in fact had a deli in
Cyrildene known as ‘Faits’.

“Feigels was opened on April 18
1968 in Rockey Street, Bellevue by
Fanny (Feigel) Zaslansky, her son
Jossy and daughter, Patsy. Jossy
and Patsy still own the business to
this day and after moving to
Raleigh Street, Yeoville, where
they were for a number of years,
are presently in Bramley Gardens.
(since 1996) with a branch in
Glenhazel.

“They will be re-locating to larg-
er premises at the end of October
2007 at the eastern end of
Johannesburg Road, Lyndhurst.

“I can say with some certainty
that Feigels is the oldest existing
kosher deli in South Africa still
owned and manned by the original
owners. My wife is the above-men-
tioned Patsy.”

GERMISTON

Continuing the story of Karin
Solomons, sent by Issy Kilov, for-
mer Germiston, now of Perth, as
told to Donnelle Rockman:

“Karin became head of the
anatomical pathology department
of the new Johannesburg Hospital
where she remained until 1988. She
was also chairman of the Ovarian
Tumour Registry and was lecturing
and won an award for the best
teacher of the year.

“In September 1988 bombs were
found in two cars in the hospital car
park and Karin and husband Ron
knew that they had to get their
young family away.

“Karin was in demand in
Australia where there was a short-
age of cytologists. They arrived in
Perth in December 1988. Karin
joined the State Health Laboratories
which became PathWest. After pass-
ing the local exams she was instated
as a forensic pathologist thanks to
her South African experience in
morbid pathology.

“Her work entailed investigating
deaths for the coroner, providing
medical reports to the courts and
giving expert medical evidence. Her
tasks included autopsies and post
mortems and going to scenes of
homicides, suspicious deaths, custo-
dial deaths and mass disasters.

“In 1997 Karin took a law degree
at Murdoch University, graduating
in 2001. She had a brief stint as a
lawyer working in a Perth law firm.
She returned to the medical field in
2002 when the state’s shortage of
forensic pathologists became criti-
cal after the Bali bombings.

“In October 2004 Karin was diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer, ironical-
ly, after she had been chairman of
the Ovarian Tumour Registry in
Johannesburg Hospital. She had
surgery to remove it and two weeks
later she commenced chemothera-
py. She is now undergoing a new
form of therapy called intraperi-
toneal chemotherapy.

“However, she is still on call to do
autopsies and is currently studying
for a post-graduate diploma in
forensic science while lecturing
lawyers on the same subject.

“Australia is fortunate to have
welcomed an outstanding scholar,
brilliant pathologist, a committed
and passionate university lecturer
and in addition, a dedicated worker
for WIZO and the Jewish communi-
ty in Perth. South Africa’s loss is
Australia’s gain.”

JOHANNESBURG
Nathan Berger wrote in 1982:

“For many of us, South Africa
was a haven in which we flourished
as a community. Jews contributed
to the political, cultural and eco-
nomic life of this land. They are
part of its history and will be part of
its future.

“Our experiences of its past and
our part in its future need to be
recorded. Future generations must
know of their roots in Europe and in
South Africa and of the struggles,
suffering and courage of their par-
ents, grandparents and great-grand-
parents.”

AROUND
THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

JERUSALEM - An Israeli soldier and a
Palestinian gunman died in a West Bank
clash early on Tuesday.

Israeli troops raided Nablus in search
of terrorists and weapons. A soldier suf-
fered fatal wounds when his patrol came
under fire from local gunmen.

ISRAELI SOLDIER KILLED IN WEST BANK

The troops shot back, killing one
assailant and wounding another. The
dead gunman was identified as a mem-
ber of the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine terrorist group.

Two other Palestinians were arrested.
(JTA)
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Judiciary undermined democracy under Nazis

Holocaust scholar Dr William F Meinecke Jr during his presentation to senior educators
of the Western Cape Education Department and Holocaust Centre education assistants
on “Teachers in the Third Reich”.

STORY BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER, CAPE TOWN
PHOTOGRAPH: AMANDA COOPER

THE GERMAN judiciary definitely con-
tributed to the fall of democracy under the
Nazis, said Dr William F Meinecke Jr at the
Ernest and Renee Samson 8th anniversary
lecture of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre.

Dr Meinecke, who is a historian at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
in Washington DC, was in South Africa
under the auspices of the Ralph and Sue
Stern Visiting Scholars Programme at the
Centre.

Addressing the topic “A Crisis of Trust:
Law and the Judiciary in Nazi Germany”, he
said the judges regarded themselves as
“neutral mediums through which the law
flowed”, who performed “somersaults” to
justify their legal actions.

The mass Killings associated with the
Holocaust took place “largely outside the
law” with executive measures existing “side
by side” with the legal system. There was, in
addition, a blurring of “party” and “state”
with the SS and the police carrying out exec-
utive decisions.

Meinecke said the Supreme Court provid-
ed the Nazis with an “important forum” by

-
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allowing Hitler to address it for two hours on
one occasion. It would not, however, allow
the government of the day a similar oppor-
tunity to speak about the evils of the Nazi
Party.

“The effect was that this makes the Nazis
acceptable company. It makes out that Hitler
will abide by the law - yes, he’ll destroy
democracy, but by legal means.” The judi-
cial system supported a Nazi state with
judges, prosecutors and independent
lawyers swearing oaths of personal loyalty
to Hitler in 1936.

“They were not forced to take the oath,”
he pointed out, naming one prosecutor who
refused to do so and subsequently resigned.
“The rest think the Nazis are the answer,”
he commented.

“If the mass killings happened outside of
the law, how did the legal system contribute?
It targeted minorities, pushed them to the
fringes of society, which makes it easy for
them to be moved out of the country,” he
said.

The Law for the Reprofessionalisation of
the Civil Service of 1933 provided for the
purge of Jews, as well as socialists and
democrats, from the civil service. “It estab-
lished the principle of non-equality of citi-
zens which was extended by the Nuremberg
Laws of 1935,” Meinecke said.

“Only those with not (even) one Jewish
grandparent are entitled to the full protec-
tion of the law under the Nazis,” he contin-
ued.

Stating that the German justice system
had become a system of “barbarity”,
Meinecke noted that at the 1944 trial in the
People’s Court of those who had attempted
to Kkill Hitler, the presiding judge “screams at
them and their own attorneys say they
deserve the death sentence”.

Meinecke concluded by asking what role
the legal profession could play in building
democracy in South Africa and what lessons
could be drawn from the experiences of the
legal profession in Nazi Germany.

“We have to keep the memory of the
Holocaust a vibrant, important part of our
lives now,” he stressed and “safeguard our
democracy from the dangers we see.”

The Germany of today elected judges and
had a Constitutional Court with the power to
invalidate laws if they were in violation of
existing laws, he said.

“From 1961, especially after the Eichmann
trial in Israel, Germans have come a long
way to accepting responsibility for the
Holocaust.

“They feel they have a responsibility to
have an open society”, with “easy” immigra-
tion laws. This was not the case in the for-
mer East Germany which had become the
centre of the radical neo-Nazi movement
with more than 10 000 hate crimes a year.

But Meinecke was optimistic on this score,
saying that German law enforcement was
“committed to containing the problem. The
danger (arises) when the state decides these
people don’t deserve protection”, he warned.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

BARAK DOWNBEAT ON REMOVING
ROADBLOCKS

JERUSALEM - Israel has played down
expectations that it could remove a large
number of West Bank roadblocks as a
goodwill gesture.

Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas has demanded that mili-
tary checkpoints and unmanned road-
blocks be removed en masse to ease travel
restrictions on the Palestinians and boost
his domestic support.

But Israeli Defence Minister Ehud
Barak said on Tuesday that this was unre-
alistic given ongoing warnings of planned
terrorist attacks emanating from the West
Bank.

"The removal of checkpoints, their num-
ber and locations, will be decided within
the context of security only," Barak told
Israeli military commanders, according to
his office.

Israeli officials said Barak, who met with
visiting US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice on Wednesday, could propose the
removal of a small number of checkpoints
as an initial trust-building measure. (JTA)
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Children in war

THERE ARE certain photographs that are seared
into the historical record of the past century and
are instantly recognisable to millions of people
around the world as representing particular
events. Among the most powerful are those show-
ing children caught up in the violence of wars, ter-
rified beyond belief as mayhem erupts around
them.

They constitute visual expressions of the brutal-
ity humans are capable of.

Such is the photo - familiar to all South Africans
- of a bleeding, dying Hector Peterson during the
Soweto uprising in 1976, after he had been shot by
police, being carried by a frantic friend with
Hector’s sister, dressed in her school uniform, run-
ning along.

That photo played no small part in bringing
home to the world just how evil the apartheid
regime was and the lengths to which it would go to
stay in power, with soldiers pitting live fire against
black schoolchildren.

Another is the picture of a young, naked
Vietnamese girl running screaming down a dirt
road during the Vietnam war, as a huge ball of fire
caused by an American napalm bomb erupts
behind her. It was photographs like that one which
helped change the consciousness of Americans
back home about the reality of that war.

Then there is the devastating picture of the
frightened young Jewish child with a yellow star of
David on his lapel, walking out of a building in the
Warsaw ghetto with his hands raised in the air, sur-
rounded by German soldiers carrying rifles.

Another picture which became iconic but is sur-
rounded by controversy - this time arising from the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict - is the 12-year old
Palestinian child Mohammed al-Dura crouching
panic-stricken against a wall behind his father as
bullets whizzed around him, just before he was hit
and died in his father’s arms. The picture was
taken at Gaza’s Netzarim Junction on September
30, 2000 during the intifada in the midst of a battle
between Israeli troops and Palestinians.

This picture, taken by a French cameraman, is
held up by Palestinians as their ultimate proof of
Israeli brutality, and is being used to claim that
Israel is completely callous about who it kills in its
determination to beat down the Palestinian people.

There has always been contention, however,
about the circumstances of the events in which the
picture was taken. Investigations afterwards by the
IDF and others cast serious doubts on whether the
child could have been killed by Israeli fire, since
Israeli soldiers were located in positions that made
it almost impossible for them to have been able to
fire the fatal shots.

Claims have been made all along that it was a set-
up that was exploited to portray Israel in the most
negative light possible in a war in which the role of
the media is central.

According to JTA, Luc Rosensweig, the former
editor-in-chief of France’s daily Le Monde, says the
Palestinians duped the foreign media into believing
the child had been killed by Israeli troops.

The story on this page reports on attempts by
certain individuals and organisations to prove in a
French court that Israel did not kill al-Dura.

Is the picture a portrayal of “Israeli brutality” or
“Palestinian manipulation of the media”? The full
truth will probably never be known and different
versions will be believed by different people
depending on their own interests and allegiances.

Whatever the outcome of the court case in
France, what is indisputable is that the image does
portray the absolute horror of what has happened
- and continues to happen - to children during this
conflict.

To this picture must be added the countless
images of Israeli children blown up and trauma-
tised in Palestinian suicide bombings while they
walked with their parents to buy an ice cream,
travelled in a bus on their way to school, or waited
to enter a discotheque.

And of course, the pictures of Muslim children -
too young to know what they were really doing -
with real or fake explosive belts around their
waists, in the role of suicide bombers in a “holy”
war declared by their elders.

Whatever the politics behind these pictures of al-
Dura and other children in war, they are an awful
illustration of what adults allow to be done to
them.

Rather than battling it out to see who can more
effectively exploit children like al-Dura for political
gain, it would be better if all sides gave their ener-
gies to protecting them. Surely children deserve
better than this.
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And these are the names...

“AND THESE are the names...” Thus
begins the book of Exodus, which relates
the core revelatory event of Judaism - the
exodus from Egypt - around which every-
thing in Jewish history derives its mean-
ing and which is incomprehensible apart
from the Israelites’ journey to the prom-
ised land and G-d’s entry into a covenant
with the Jewish people.

They had been chosen as G-d’s partners
in bringing about the redemption of the
world.

This pivotal saga opens with simple
words, naming of the sons of Israel who,
with Jacob and all their households,
descended into Egypt to join their brother
Joseph. After Joseph’s death, they flour-
ished and increased abundantly until a
pharaoh arose “who knew not Joseph”,
setting the scene for G-d’s miraculous
intervention on behalf of the Jewish peo-
ple, one that formed the Israelites into a
people, destined to follow a divinely
ordered lifestyle.

Commanded to remember this seminal
event, Jews, in a ritual setting, designed to
help every Jew in every age to relive the
moment of freedom, repeat the story to
their children generation after generation,
each weaving his or her own thread into
the colourful fabric of Jewish history.

Our Hebrew names, used in all our rit-
uals, give us our distinct identities as
individuals and also symbolise the per-
petuation in us of the qualities of our
forebears. They unite us geographically
and chronologically, marking our partic-
ular place and time in the continuity of
our people.

From babyhood until death - and beyond
- in each of life’s crisis points, whether joy-
ous or tragic, every Jew is called by name,
affirming that every soul counts in the
eyes of G-d. The ultimate punishment for
the wicked is the blotting out of his name.

ON
BALANCE
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There is thus a double tragedy in
Hitler’s vicious onslaught against the
Jews. He dehumanised us in life by replac-
ing our names with numbers and, in
death, by scattering our remains to the
winds. Millions of Jews - sometimes
entire communities - disappeared, not
only from life, but also from history.

In unmarked graves, or reduced to
ashes, their physical remains are lost for-
ever. But their names can still be retrieved
and their humanity reclaimed.

The anonymity of the victims is lament-
ed in several Holocaust memorials. The
one in Berlin, which occupies two blocks
of prime real estate in the heart of the
city, consists of over 2 700 black concrete
stellae arranged in symmetrical rows. It
evokes a giant cemetery, but one without
a single inscription.

Only in the accompanying under-
ground information centre are names and
identities of the millions of victims given
voice. Personal stories - a mere handful -
are depicted, giving us a sense of the indi-
vidual joys and sorrows, hopes and fears,
pain and tragedy of the many.

The enormity of the loss is indicated in
the information centre’s final dark hall, in
which name after name - of those known -
accompanied by the briefest of biographi-
cal facts, is projected onto its barren
walls. We are told that if all the names
were to be thus projected, we would have
to stand there for nearly seven years.

At Jerusalem’s new Holocaust History

Museum at Yad Vashem, the last exhibi-
tion hall, the Hall of Names, emphasises
the importance of recalling individual
names and calls on us to fill in the gaps.

Almost spherical in structure, with a
balcony overlooking a dark well, its dome
is plastered with black and white portraits
of hundreds of victims, brokenly reflected
in the water below. Around the sides of the
hall are shelves housing files, each one
containing the available facts about a sin-
gle victim.

Ongoing research by Yad Vashem'’s
“Name Recovery Project”, which currently
has about three million names, aims ulti-
mately to recover all of them, there being
enough space to hold six million.

A recent - and long overdue -
Johannesburg initiative has been the for-
mation, by the Chevrah Kadisha and
Jewish Community Services, of the
Holocaust Survivors’ Friendship Forum,
which offers monthly lectures and enter-
tainment, as well as general support to
remaining survivors.

I was privileged to lecture to the forum
on “Ways of remembering the Holocaust”,
and even if it had been designed to do so,
my talk could not have dovetailed more
perfectly with the appeal by the organisers
for names, which will subsequently be for-
warded to Yad Vashem.

Only when we have them all, will our
history be complete and every soul
remembered and blessed. Only then can
we pronounce: “And these are the names
of the generation that was murdered. And
these are the names that would themselves
have been fathers and mothers of the
unnamed generations that should have fol-
lowed them.”

If you can help to retrieve the name/s of
Jewish relatives, friends, associates or
neighbours who perished in the Holocaust,
please contact the co-ordinator of
“Holocaust Survivor Services”, Sandra
Goldberg, tel: (011) 532-9616. Trained psy-
chologists and social workers will help
with the recording of information.

Al-Dura saga lives on

BRETT KLINE
PARIS

EVER SINCE Mohammed al-Dura was
shot and Kkilled at Gaza’s Netzarim
Junction on September 30, 2000, some have
claimed the boy’s death was staged for
prime-time television. One of them, the
director of a small French media watch-
dog group called Media Ratings, is going to
court this week to defend his version of
the controversial story.

Philippe Karsenty will be appealing a
2006 decision against him for slandering
state-run France 2 television, whose cam-
eraman caught the 12-year-old’s death on
tape during the fateful exchange of gunfire
between Israeli forces and Palestinians.

Karsenty was slapped with two $1 380
fines - one to be paid to France 2 and one to
the station’s reporter - and ordered to pay
another $4 000 in court costs when he
wrote that the shooting was a hoax, saying
it constituted a “masquerade that dishon-
ours France and its public television”.

He says the original trial was a travesty.
Some partisan Jewish groups like the
Zionist Organisation of America and
Camera - The Committee for Accuracy in
Middle East Reporting in America have
lined up behind him, but French Jewish
groups have withheld their support.

It’s the latest twist to a controversial
episode that became an instant icon for
Palestinian suffering at the hands of
Israeli brutality but later turned out to be
as murky as the origins of the intifada
itself. Some Israel supporters, among
them Karsenty, now point to the incident
as a sign of Palestinian manipulation of
the media against Israel.

“I feel like there should be a debate
going on here in Paris - having nothing to
do with me, but with the events them-
selves - but there is nothing,” Karsenty
laments.

Karsenty is not the first to question the
conventional version of the story, which
has Israeli troops firing the rounds that hit
the boy and left him to die in his father’s

Mohmmed aI-Dur is ather.

arms.

While Israeli army officials initially
apologised for al-Dura’s death, a subse-
quent Israel Defence Forces investigation
found that its soldiers could not possibly
have struck the boy from their positions
at Netzarim Junction, an ongoing flash-
point for violence between Israeli troops
and Palestinian militants.

Karsenty goes even further, maintain-
ing that France 2 TV and its Israel corre-
spondent, Charles Enderlin, had staged
the incident with the active participation
of the station’s cameraman in Gaza, Talal
Abu Rahma.

Karsenty relies primarily on journal-
ists who have viewed additional raw
footage of the incident and saw
Palestinians pretending to be shot, then
springing up to replay the same scenes.
Such footage would suggest the al-Dura
shooting was staged, too.

Others have suggested that France 2
and Enderlin were not involved in the
hoax but were duped by Rahma. Enderlin,
a veteran journalist and a Jew, was not in
Gaza that day and did the voice-over for
the story from the West Bank, relying on
the footage Rahma provided him.

“I believe the cameraman screwed
Enderlin and France 2,” said Luc
Rosensweig, the former editor in chief of
France’s daily Le Monde.

Rosensweig, who has seen the raw
footage, added: “The most plausible
hypothesis is that the images of the boy
are staged.”

A year ago, a Paris judge determined
otherwise, finding Karsenty guilty of

slander. But Karsenty says last year’s trial
was bungled.

“I went to court with experts offering tes-
timony and analysis,” he said, but the judge
“asked no questions about anything”.

Karsenty said the attorney for France 2
handed the judge a letter of praise for the
public television network from President
Jacques Chirac, which mostly brought the
trial to an end.

“The court criticised the television for
not showing up and then decided in its
favour,” Karsenty said. “This time I have
more evidence to present and Chirac is no
longer president.”

More than anything else, Karsenty and
his supporters want the court to order
France 2 TV to release raw footage of the
incident. The IDF has sent a letter to
France 2 demanding the footage be
released. Morton Klein, the Zionist
Organisation of America’s national presi-
dent, sent France 2 a similar letter.

“We’re not taking the position that al-
Dura’s alive; it’s possible he’s alive,” Klein
said. “Those who have seen the additional
film say you see his head pick up and look
around. This is not likely of a person who’s
dead.”

France 2 dismisses the claims. “Frankly,
these hearings are of little importance,”
said its communications director, Christine
de la Vena. “Enderlin is a top professional
journalist and the images are real.

“Everyone has forgotten about this case
except this man in the hearing and a couple
of others who refuse to give it up. Only in
France could a couple of individuals cause
so much trouble.”

Several US news outlets have run stories
about Karsenty and the al-Dura controver-
sy, including The New Republic and The
New York Times. Some have compared the
al-Dura controversy to the infamous
Dreyfus case, when it took 12 years to prove
the innocence of the French Jewish army
captain Alfred Dreyfus. Others have called
the al-Dura case a classic blood libel
against the Jews.

Among journalists in France, Jewish or
not, few seem to be buying Karsenty’s
story.

Continued on page 11



