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‘The region is riven by clashes that have
o nothing to do with Israel. For instance, the
Jewish state plays no role in the conflict
000 between Shi'ites and Sunnis, between
Persians and Arabs or between Arab
nationalists and Arab Islamists.

PM Olmert has promised to pass legislation for a more stable government. Israel has “The second misconception is that
; . Israeli territorial concessions are the key to
had no less than 31 governments in 59 years of statehood. The past eight years have progress’

seen six defence ministers, seven foreign ministers and eight finance ministers.
Well-intentioned efforts to refine the system in the past have come to naught because
political will was lacking. This time the prognosis for change looks good. PAGE 27
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Should kingklip be
kosher?/ 14

Scales can also always be found on the
kingklip’s cheek, if not on their bodies,
which holds true for many other fish as well.
But some antagonists claim that the scales
are too thin to be considered scales as such.
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Due to the Chagim the SAJR will not be
published next week. Our next three issues
will appear on September 21, October 1 and
October 12. Thereafter we will resume our
regular schedule every Friday.

It's before Shabbos and people start their journey to shul. Come
rain, come shine, the Jewish faithful keep their covenant with
Hashem. This photograph was taken in the Johannesburg suburb

of Highlands North, as dusk sets in. (Photo Shelley Elk)
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New Year’s

message: Chief _
Rabbi Dr Warren \a_

Goldstein

ROSH HASHANAH is a time for
focus. It is a time to prioritise.
There is so much involved in being
a good Jew, but there are also cer-
tain foundational values of Jud-
aism.

Community is one such value.
This was brought home to me dur-
ing a recent visit to our communi-
ty of one of the great rabbinic
leaders of our time, Rabbi Shmuel
Kamenetsky.

We had the enormous privilege
of having such a great man in our
midst. At the age of 82 he is one of
the elder statesmen and leaders of
world Jewry, a widely respected
Torah scholar and leader. On a
number of occasions during his
visit he reiterated the importance
of being what he called a “Klal
Mensch”.

Active Protection.

Rabbi Kamenetsky emphasised
that one of the key areas of focus
for Rosh Hashanah is to ensure
that we are part of the community
through being dedicated to helping
others and making a difference.
This is clear in the portion which
is always read the Shabbat before
Rosh Hashanah, which states
(Deuteronomy Ch 29: 9 - 14):

“You are standing today, all of
you before the L-rd, your G-d: the
heads of your tribes, your elders,
and your officers - all the people of
Israel... from the hewer of your
wood to the drawer of your water,
for you to pass into the covenant of
Hashem, your G-d... in order to
establish you today as a people to
Him and that he be a G-d to you, as
He spoke to you and as He prom-
ised to your forefathers, to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

These verses, which emphasise
the unity of the Jewish people as
part of G-d’s covenant, are situat-
ed significantly after G-d’s warn-
ing to the Jewish people not to
stray from the path of the good-

ness and the disastrous conse-
quences that flow from that.

The Talmud (Midrash Tan-
chuma) says that the people
became frightened after hearing
these warnings. G-d comforted
them by saying: “You are standing
here today, all of you before the L-
rd your G-d.”

When we are part of the Jewish
people, we are able to rise above
all the trials and tribulations of
our destiny. As we approach Rosh
Hashanah, we feel a sense of trep-
idation that comes with the Day of
Judgement. So, we read these
verses to remind ourselves that
when we become attached to the
Jewish people - to our community
- we can face the challenges that
lie ahead with fortitude.

Rabbi Kamenetsky explained

* = f o The word Klal refers to commu- that when we are part of a com-
| _ ]' 4 ~| __' Manager: Sales and Distribution nity, but also conveys a giving per- munity, we can stand before G-d
;_ e U L G | | Britt Landsman : brittl@global.co.za son who is dedicated to the welfare in judgement because we do not
= - e e . of others and of the community in stand on our own, but rather as
& Sales Executives - (011) 886-0162 general. Making a difference to part of the whole Jewish people.
& Britt Landsman: 082-292-9520 others, to the community and to When we actively give to others
& Kosh er for Rosh Hashana h Tammy Freedman: 082-820-0509 society for good is so important. In and contribute to society, any
K Freel Sales E " Ethics of the Fathers (2:4), we are decisions that G-d makes about us
] 5 . reelance Sales Executives taught “Do not separate yourself  has an impact on other people.

I g.l' ft presenta flons, Marlene Bilewitz & Assoc: 083-475-0288 from the community.” A “Klal Mensch” is judged more
i Manuela Bernstein: 082-951-3838 We each have something unique favourably by G-d because what-
i aSSOI' fEd baS k E‘I'S a ﬂd ha m pE .l" 5 . to contribute. Each one of us has a ever happens to him or her, affects
: Classified Sales different role to play. There are so the lives of so many other people.
] _ jrclassified@global.co.za many areas in which to get Rabbi Kamenetsky also ex-
i San df on: {0? -I, } 8 8 4_ 8 il :ll 3 { 5 Design and layout involved. As a commupity, we have plai‘l‘led h’c’)w G-d gave the Torah t_o
g | Granhic Descrioti a very proud record in establish- the “Klal”, to the whole communi-
] > raphic bescriptions ing and running highly effective ty and people of Israel, and not to
" U.'HEQ € Wa'llk (ﬂ‘j ” ?84-4696 —" 2 8 | Nicole Matthysen shuls, schools, welfare institu- individuals. Thus, He did not give
L - L L. tions, and even emergency ambu- the Torah to Abraham, Isaac or
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i H_}"dE Park: (UT ” 325-6169 g = E Jsu:sc_r";"zr ::'qu'"es lance services. Most recently, I  Jacob, but rather waited until
k ohnnic Fublishing have been so inspired to see mem- after the Jewish people were
f K[lfll'arney Mﬂ” {U? ” 646-08'? 6 . Tel: 0860-13-2652 bers of our community taking moulded into a nation through the
N : responsibility for the fight against Egyptian slavery and then their
L Or ”-,GVG War EhUUSE". fo I ” 44? ‘5 97 O BOARD OF DIRECTORS ) crime through our very successful subsequent G-d-given liberation.
'.':" A 0 s et e e T e ey o e T b Honourable Abe Abrahamson (Chair- initiative, called CAP - Community We as the Jewish people all

share a common history and fate.
Rabbi Kamenetsky commented
during his visit that one of the
most precious and unique aspects
of our South African Jewish com-
munity is the togetherness, strong
sense of community identity and
unity that we have here.

He witnessed it at our Annual
Rabbinical Conference, where he
was a special guest. He saw it at a
variety of communal functions
where large and diverse crowds
greeted him excitedly wherever
he went.

The Talmud, in commenting on
the verse “all of you”, says that
our strength comes from our
unity: that while a single twig can
easily be broken, a bundle of
twigs together can resist destruc-
tion. So, too, when we stand
together before G-d, we can
endure.

Let us rededicate ourselves this
Rosh Hashanah to contributing to
community and togetherness and,
in the merit of this, may Hashem
bless us all with a year filled with
His abundant goodness.

sales, rentals & friendly weather reports

erez shaked (083 3783472) or
mickey shaked (082 3498653)

pleftenberg bay sth africa
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info@littleshak.co.za

little Sh A -I k property

(& lifestyle consultants)

plett & surrounds....nice place to holiday....great place to live!
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| New Year, a New Lirestyle...

Sep 08 / 25 Elul r

Please remember to light from a
Starts Ends pre-existing flame. Please note this is
17:40 18:229  Johannesburg the latest time for candle-lighting. A Al ~$n Wiarm kil
1810 19:06 Cape Town YEILUINE U NYWULDIUSI UL ‘
17:26  18:17  Durban 2nd day Rosh Hashanah
17:46  18:36  Bloemfontein Erev Shabbat .
17:46  18:38  Port Elizabeth As a new year starts, is it not time to re-
1737 1829 East London :::: ::g::;:::: evaluate your lifestyle? LivingKZN, an
Parshat Nitzavim Vayelech exciting initiative of the Council for
Starts  Ends KwaZulu-Natal Jewry, invites you to
Please note that these are the latest 17:43 18:32  Johannesburg : :
times for candle-lighting. 18:10 19:11 Cape Town consider making our wonderful
Don’t forget to also light a flame 17:30  18:20 Durban province your new home. With miles
which will burn over both days. 17:50 18:40 Bloemfontein
17:50 18:42  Port Elizabeth th sancy be_al':hesr Dit heanceiiny
Erev Rosh Hashanah 17:42  18:33  East London Midlands, Big-5 game reserves and
Sept 12 /29 Elul magnificent Drakensberg all within
Starts GEIELES L T easy reach - and the enviable sub-
17:42  Johannesburg Sept 16 / 4 Tishrei tropical climate - the decision should
18:10  Cape Town Tzom Gedalia - Fast of Gedaliah not be too difficult!
17:29  Durban
17:49  Bloemfontein Starts Ends
17:49  Port Elizabeth 04:56  18:20  Johannesburg Durban is the thriving commercial and
17:40  EastLondon 05:30  18:57  Cape Town industrial hub of KwaZulu-Natal and our
04:43 18:07 Durban ; : ; :
Please remember to light from a 05:02 18:27 Bloemfontein business and social network will assist you 3
pre existing flame. These are the earli- 05:02 18:28  Port Elizabeth with starting or buying a business, seeking
est times for candle-lighting. 04:53  18:19  East London employment or finding a home.

2nd night Rosh Hashanah

Sept 13 / 1 Tishrei

Sponsored by:

f S0, should you be considering a
Starts /L7 move to KZN, contact our Project
18:31 Johannesburg I ASALE t m ent L "i,\l| \ Co-ordinator, Maureen Caminsky,
19:10  Cape Town Solutions L”/H'i E-/2  on 031 368 6833 or email her at,
18:19 Durban g She will be delighted to assist you with all

18:39  Bloemfontein / IT ALL ADDS UP!
18:41 Port Elizabeth
18:32 East London

2008: ISRAEL’S 60th ANNIVERSARY

The SAZF, together with other Zionist organisations, is hosting a plethora of wonderful /):: )

celebrations for Israel’s 60th independence anniversary from November 2007 — November 2008.
Please diarise these events. Further details will be released at intervals. Contact 011 645 2505.

Kz N queries regarding this exciting initiative.
www.livingkzn.org.za

14 November 2007; Linder WORLD PREMIERE: ISRAEL’S DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
Auditorium; Bookings: 011 645 2541 Starring Dudu Fisher; Yevgeny Shapovalov; Colin Schachat; Lionel Mkhwanazi
February 2008 & August 2008 GOURMET QUIZ EVENINGS - With quizmaster Larry Benjamin
9/10 March 2008 “CELEBRATION 60” Concert - Oshy Tugendhaft and the Celebration Singers and Orchestra
13 April 2008 OFF SIMCHAS - Vibrant and exhilarating Israeli band
2/3 May 2008 SHABBAT AM YEHUDI - For the whole family, a special Shabbaton celebrating Israel
6 May 2008 YOM HAZIKARON - In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the lost lives
7 May 2008 YOM HA’ATZMAUT - Exciting, vibrant and electrifying celebration
May- June 2008 YOM YERUSHALAYIM - 60 years of Israel in photographic, stamp and coin exhibitions
May 2008 60th Anniversary ISRAEL NOW TOUR - 13th Unique Tour
May 2008 PANEL DISCUSSION on ISRAEL - With expert speakers including top international journalists
June 2008 PIANO RECITAL - Young Israeli prodigal pianist from Ma’alot

July 2008 SPORTS MONTH - Junior (= 10 years) Triathalon; Bowls and Golf Days; Fun Walks for Israel
August 2008 REVITAL DANCE GROUP - Graceful, gorgeous and top-class talented Israeli dancers
September 2008

ADULT ART EXHIBITION - Showcasing the best of local Jewish artists
November 2008 JEWISH COMPOSERS CONCERT - Local and international Jewish musical composers
November 2007 SING A SONG OF DELIGHT - Song writing competition for everyone

December 2007 LION OF JUDAH ART COMPETITION - For schools and youth movements

April - August 2008

ISRAEL QUIZ - For pupils from Jewish Day Schools
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MALOONS INDUSTRIAL WHOLESALERS

211 Meyer Street, P.0O. Box 672, Germiston 1400
Tel: (011) 873-9020/1/2/3 Fax: (011) 825-7787

Specialist Engineering and
Industrial Supplies

Would like to wish the
Jewish Community

d/a&%a& _@QM/W

and well over the fast.

freedom of expression through movement

SPECIALIST BIOKINETICIST
STUDIO BALL & FLOOR WORK
FOR ADULTS & KIDS & THOSE

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Susan Jordaan 082 562 2489

DANCE - MUSIC - DRAMA
Creativity is an outlet of expression.
Dina and Daniella have created an
individual growth experience for kids
and adults, putting them in touch
with themselves through free movement
and self expression.

DINA KERSH 082 456 0530
DANIELLA LACOB (011) 447-8172
E-mail: dinakersh@gmail.com
dansi@iafrica.com

NIA - THE TECHNIQUE

Through joyful movement we find
health - a magical mind - body - spirit
experience
Michelle Raichlin 082 824 4763
Auvril Joffe 083 229 6072
website: www.niagp.co.za

DANCERSIZE / JAZZ

Join Lerato and Stephen to find your
inner African soul... feel cool with fun,
jazzy and modern “hip-hop”
contemporary moves
- FUSION - AFRO - RHYTHMS -
Lerato Makaane 083 538 7885

AFRO FUSION & AFRO
CONTEMPORARY DANCE
Stephen Sebatlelo: 072-520-0719
e-mail: stephensebatlelo@yahoo.com

ASSISTANCE TO PUPILS STUDYING DRAMA FOR STDS 8,9,10
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL
DINA KERSH 082 456 0530 OR DANIELLA LACOB 083 553 6836

PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Repent now - avoid
the Yom Kippur rush

b |

ROSH HASHANAH is almost upon us and,
interestingly, is alluded to in the opening
line of this week’s Parsha. You are stand-
ing this day, all of you, before Hashem,
your G-d. Commentary informs us that
this day - Hayom - is a reference to the
great Day of Judgment, the day of days.

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of
the Ten Days of Repentance which culmi-
nate on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atone-
ment. So it is not too early to talk about
repentance, or as we refer to it in Hebrew
- Teshuvah.

There are two popular misconceptions
about Teshuvah and, ironically, they come
from opposite sides of the spectrum. The
first is I'm too good, ie repentance is for
sinners and since I'm no sinner and am
basically a good guy and a good Jew, this
process is irrelevant to me. No need for it
on my agenda.

If I'm okay, I'm exempt from Teshuvah.
Right? Wrong! That’s the first fallacy. No-
one is exempt. Teshuvah is not only for
blatant sins and misdemeanours, it is also
for failing to live up to our potential. Even
if we did nothing wrong, but we could
have done much more good, Teshuvah is
necessary.

Even the righteous of holy rabbis klop
al chet (beat their chests in penitence) -
either for their own subtle failings; or, for
the members of their community whom
they have not yet succeeded in transform-
ing into a Torah lifestyle.

Only those who are 100 per cent perfect
are exempt from Teshuvah. All others
must get to work. So who is perfect? In
fact, there is no one as imperfect as he who
thinks he is perfect.

I remember many years ago, going to
the Berea Shul in Johannesburg to hear a
famous chazzan daven on Shabbos Mevor-
chim Elul. Indeed, the melodies and
nusach were evocative of the High Holy
Days.

Afterwards, I bumped into a well-known
baaleboss, a prominent shul-going busi-
nessman. I said to him: “Nu, you really felt
Elul during the davening, didn’t you?”

He shrugged his shoulders and said:
“Elul is for sinners. I don’t need Elul.”

How wrong he was. Oy, did he need it!

People with over-inflated egos can
sometimes fool themselves into believing

PARSHAT
NITZVAIM-
VAYELECH

Rabbi Yossy Goldman
Sydenham-Highlands North Shul

everything they think about themselves.

The other fallacy belongs to the overly
humble, the fellow who puts himself down
so low that he really believes he is beyond
salvation.

I’'m too bad for Teshuvah. Too far gone,
there’s no hope, I'm a lost case. Give up on
me rabbi, I'm too old, too tired, too lazy, too
sinful - or just too set in my ways.

The ethical teachers insist that all the
above arguments are rooted in the yetzer
hara, our inclination for evil. The more we
put ourselves down the less sense of hope
and optimism we will have and, thus, the
less energy we will find to try and change.

But the fact is that there are numerous
true stories of some of the worst sinners in
history who found G-d, Torah and them-
selves in an instant and returned with a
full heart.

The renowned Talmudic sage, Reish
Lakish, was previously a robber chieftain.
Eliezer ben Durdaya was infamous for his
immorality (he once boasted that there
wasn’t a harlot he hadn’t patronised) and
yet in a moment of inspiration he returned
and was accepted, gaining eternal life then
and there. And who in our community does
not know one or more people today who
have turned around their lives in the most
beautiful way?

We are heading into the annual time of
opportunity to put ourselves right. In these
days G-d is more easily found and we can
probably find ourselves, ie our true, pure,
untainted, innermost selves as well.

Please G-d, we will all embrace this mitz-
vah which applies to every one of us, from
the holiest to the most far removed.
Teshuvah is a great equaliser. May our
return be sincere, genuine and well-
received up where it counts.

I wish you all a Shana Tova - a Good and
Sweet Year filled with all the Almighty’s
abundant blessings.

Read the Jewish Report

e-paper on our website:
www.sajewishreport.co.za

22 Oaklands Road, Orchards, Johannesburg

SILETTING

Property Rental and Management

GLENHAZEL
KILLARNEY

Renting isn't nearly as hard as Repenting.

A call today

And you're on you're way

Wishing you a Shana Tova and Well over the Fast

CALL US ON 011 454 5418 FOR A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
KILLARNEY@JUSTLETTING.CO.ZA

OR VISIT THE JUST LETTING WEBSITE AND CLICK ON KILLARNEY
FOR DETAILS OF ALL THE UNIT WE HAVE TO OFFER
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JOHANNESBURG JEWISH
S HELPING HAND & BURIAL SOCIETY

Chevrah Kadisha R M= a2M

Est. 1888

Some people have nothing
to eat, no money for shelter
and nothing to wear...

Adequate healthcare is a
basic human right.....
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+ Al our community medical centre free treatment is available to anyone
unable to afford medical attention:
- Doctors and consulling specialists are on hand

The monthly survival of close to 2,000

penp[e depends on us prgviding medication, - Units include radiography, trauma, optometry, podiatry and dental
y - In addition to the hospital there Is also an integrated therapeutic unit
clothing and money for food and rent. and pharmacy

+« Emergency life-saving surgical and medical assistance is available
¢ Our Parents Home offers a specialized Alzheimers ward

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH
HELPING HAND

YT m1AarrT

Special people d
- . l
[ c r N We assist in the social relief and rehablilitation of Jewish people of all
ages, from children o the aged, as well as those who are indigant

- L e . { ! e — and/or mantally or physically sick who, for whatevar reason, ane
p unable to take care of themselves. Help Is provided regardiess of
whether the nead is for burnial services, healthcare, accommodation,
finance, counsalling, employment opportunities or education

The organisation is committed:

To provide Jewish burial services and grounds for the
comimianity

To ensure that adequate healthcare is available to those unable
to afford it

To provide subsidised facilities o accommodate older
people, children in need of protection, the psychiatrically

L We care for intellectually disabled and academically chalienasdand thalndidect

impaired community members at;
* The Selwyn Segal Centre - RESIDENTIAL & DAY CARE
= Kibbutz Lubner- RESIDENTIAL

= The Finkelstein Torah Learning Centre - A SCHOOL FOR
CHILDREMN WITH SPECIALNEEDS

To provide financial welfare assistance for food, shelter
and healthcare to the indigent

To provide job opportunities through its employment division

To provide educational opportunities for scholars in nead of
tertiary and remedial education and to provide a school for
children with special neads

+ ... And for community members challenged by mental illness at:
= Hatikvah house - RESIDENTIAL
= Sandringham Lodge - RESIDENTIAL & DAY CARE

To always ensure thal the dignity of baneficiaries is preserved
and (hal the ultimate alm of aid is to empower, redeam and
rehabilitate through family counselling services

To ansure the prasarvation of Torah values

needs you

Help us to help them

Tel: 011 532 9600 Fax: 011 532 9655 Email: chevrahgroup@jhbchev.co.za



Chabad House of the
North Coast

Wishes The Jewish Community A Good Sweet Happy
Healthy and Peaceful New Year and well over the Fast

Minyans will take place throughtout the Yom Tov period
Rabbi SB. Groner and family will be leading the Services over
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

For further details please contact the Umhlanga Office or
visit www.chabadnc.com

CHABAD IN UMHLANGA
Jewish Outreach and Hospitality Throughtout KwaZulu Natal
11 Flamingo Lane Umhlanga Rocks
Tel: 031 5612487 » Hotine: 0825500503
Web: www.chabadnc.com ® E-Mail: chabadnc@global.co.za
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South Africa’s
Number one
All Day
All Night shop

S

ENGEN

With us
you are
Number One

86 Grant Avenue. Tel: (011) 728-7010

MAY YOU BE INSCRIBED AND SEALED
FOR A GOOD AND SWEET YEAR

@@ Tongaat Hulett

STARCH

2 Dick Kemp Street, Meadowdale, Germiston, 1401, South Africa. Private Bag 2019, Isando, 1600, SA.
Tel: (2711) 458-5000. Fax: (2711) 458-5444. www.tongaathulettstarch.co.za

Message from Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert

Rosh Hashanah 5768 -
September 2007

AS WE stand at the threshold of
a new year, I take great pleas-
ure in sending you warm greet-
ings from Jerusalem, the eter-
nal and undivided capital of the
State of Israel and the Jewish
people.

The period between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur is
one of introspection and atonement. We
must look back and learn from the year
which has passed, and integrate these les-
sons as we look ahead towards the future.

For many years, researchers and leaders
have spoken of the dangers facing the
Jewish people - whether in the form of
hatred and anti-Semitism, or because of the
issues of intermarriage, assimilation and
erosion of Jewish identity and affinity with
the State of Israel.

The State of Israel and the
Diaspora communities must
work together to ensure that
the Jewish people continue to
grow stronger and become
more unified. We must encour-
age and support the next gener-
ation of Jewish leadership in
this important endeavour.

Since the establishment of
the State of Israel, we have
been partners in the Zionist
enterprise, and we must now be partners in
ensuring our future as a vibrant and inclu-
sive people.

We are all Jews, first and foremost. We
must never lose sight of this, nor can we for-
get the central role the State of Israel plays
in this identity. One cannot exist without
the other, and we must work together to
strengthen both halves of the whole.

Wishing you a Shanah Tova, a year filled
with joy, love and health.

These branches have
landed near its roots

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

“THROW A branch of a tree in the air, it
will always land near to its roots.”

This Talmudic saying proved itself
when another 15 bochurim who attended
the Institute for Rabbinical Training,
Yeshiva Mahon L’Hora’ah, obtained
smicha in Pretoria last Sunday.

Rabbi Zalman Katz, the son of Rabbi
Michael and Messody Katz of Chabad
Illovo and the grandson of the late Rabbi
Sidney Katz Z”1 and Jill Katz, who served
the Pretoria Jewish community for almost
40 years, became the 101st rabbi to be
ordained in Pretoria, studying in the very
room named after his grandfather, and
receiving his smicha exactly one week
before his grandfather’s yortzheit, a day
which is commemorated annually by the
Pretoria Chevrah Kadisha in his honour.

“I just wish my grandfather was here
this evening,” said Zalman.

Others in the “returning” group are:
Rabbi Dovid Efune, who, although he
arrived from Brighton, England, is the son
of Rabbi Pesach Efune who grew up in
Waverley Johannesburg and Rabbi Danny
Gavin from Houston Texas. Gavin is the
son of Brian Gavin originally from
Cyrildene and Dana Palte of Bulawayo.

The other local rabbis are Avi Steiner,
son of Henry and Bernice Steiner and
Moshe Medalie, son of Stan and Marilyn
Medalie, both of Johannesburg.

But the cherry on the cake for the rosh
yeshiva, Rabbi Levy Wineberg who has
resided in South Africa for the past 24
years, must surely be the nachas he and
his wife Sterna had when he gave smicha
to his own son, Zevi.

Apart from the six new rabbis with
roots in Pretoria or in South Africa, the
other newly ordained rabbis are: Yosef
Chaim Laima Barber and Levi Blecher
from Australia; Mendel Brodie from
Miami; Sholly Freundlich from London;
Yudell Reiz from Kansas City and Yosef
Rivkin; Moshe Shmueli; Yossi Bronstein
and Velly Slavin, all from Crown Heights
New York.

Joining Rabbi Levy and Sterna
Wineberg and Rabbi Michael and Messody
Katz, were parents and other family mem-
bers of the new rabbis who travelled from
near and far to attend the ceremony,
namely Rabbi Ephraim and Raizel
Shmueli and Rabbi Eli and Chana Esther
Slavin from Crown Heights, Brian Gavin
from the US, Rabbi Yitzhak Barber from
Sydney as well as Henry and Bernice
Steiner, and Stan and Marilyn Medalie
from Johannesburg.

Rabbi Yaakov Warhaftig, Rabbi Zevi
Wineberg, Rabbi Levy Wineberg and
Rabbi Gidon Fox.

The Katz family, Cham, Brachi, Bobba J|II
Rabbi Michael Katz, Rabbi Zalman Katz,
Rebbetzin Mesody Katz with Pinchus and
Shabsy in front. (PHOTOGRAPH: WINKY RINGO)

Nachas is giving smicha to your own son.
Sharing the joyful moment is Mendy,
Rebbetzin Sterne, Rabbi Zevi Wineberg,
Rabbi Levy Wineberg, Chanoch, Devorah
and Shneur.

An exceptional achievement for the
Mahon L’Hora’ah, as a total of 105 rabbis
have now received smicha from Rabbi
Levy Wineberg of Yeshiva Mahon
L’Hora’ah as well as from Rabbi Yaakov
Warhaftig of Mahon Ariel in Jerusalem.

After a warm welcome by Pretoria’s
Rabbi Gidon Fox, Rabbi Michael Katz
spoke on behalf of all the parents, thank-
ing not only Rabbi Wineberg and the
Yeshiva, but the Pretoria Hebrew
Congregation.

The president of the PHC, Evan
Seligmann, welcomed everyone to the cer-
emony and the evening concluded with a
vote of thanks by past president, Howard
Yuter.

Plans are now well underway for the
establishment in Pretoria of a kollel pro-
gramme which will be designed to encour-
age young families to make Pretoria their
home.
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Walkmg to shul before Shabbos sets in

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SHELLEY ELK

A lone Sydenham congregant on his way to shul.

A misty feel as a group makes its way to a shul in Highlands North.

=]

¢ BIKKUR CHOLIM
| | JUEWISH SOCIETY FOR VISITING THE SICK
i
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Tel/fax: (011) 447-6689
PO Box 85398, Emmarentia 2029

e exempt from tax in terms of 18A of the income tax ac

&) Compu Clearing Outsourcing
LIMITED

ADVANCED SYSTEMS FOR THE FREIGHT INDUSTRY

* Consistent profit growth for 20 years
* Successful and sustained listing since 1998
* Improved dividends every year
* Committed to corporate governance and business ethics
* Poised for major international growth

We wick all our Jewish cliente a kappy.

frodpenous and peaceful Tew Year

ENJOY MORE TIME WITH
YOUR FAMILY ON YOMTOQV

WHAT COULD BE SWEETER?

OUT OF THIS WORLD, SUPERB,
STUNNING, SUPER-DELICIOUS,
SPECIALLY-PREPARED
GORGEOUS FOOD.

IDEAL IN YOUR HOME OR SUKKAH
OR ANYTIME.

As only Shelley Geffen's exciting
Beth Din approved Kitchen can make

Phone Shelley or Ruth
Tel: 011 440-3882
Fax: 011 786-8647
E-mail: shelleygeff@mweb.co.za
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David

GrantThornton &

Think beyond convention... think beyond the Big 4

The lagend |5 well known to us all. The chaienger David, armed with nothing more than
tenacity, courage and a siingshot, dafeats the mighty giant. The message is clear. Baing the
biggest doasn't necessanly make you a winner. As the fifth largest international accountancy
firm in South Africa, we understand the apparent size advantages the Big 4 offer. But it may inferest
you to know that we are part of one of the fastest growing international Accounting organisations.

Grant Thorntan. Like David, appearances can be deceplive. Visit www.gt.co.za

Grant Thornton are honorary auditors to over 20 Jewish organisations.

AUDIT. TAX. FORENSIC SERVICES RISK MANAGEMENT. WEALTH MANAGEMENT
CORPORATE BENEFTTS. 654 CITIES. OVER 100 COUNTRIES

South African mamber of Grant Thormion inermational.

Ralers i Granl Thomion Inematioeal; intematonal Accounting Buesn
Gemnd Thomicn iniemasonal is & non-paciising, non-imding inlemational ambroela organisaiion.

['m sorry

HESHY FRIEDMAN, PH D

THERE CAN be no peace without apology.

In 2005, teenager Ryan Cushing threw a 20-
pound frozen turkey from a speeding car, as
part of a prank. The ice-hard poultry
crashed through the windshield of a bypass-
ing car, crushing the face of Victoria Ruvolo,
a woman from Long Island. It took numer-
ous painful surgeries to rebuild her face.

In the courtroom, Cushing cried uncon-
trollably as he apologised to Ruvolo. He kept
repeating: “I'm so sorry,” to his victim.

Ruvolo, instead of seeking retribution,
actually comforted Cushing in the court-
room; the prosecutor said he had never seen
such a forgiving victim. Cushing’s sentence
was six months in jail; it could very well
have been 25 years had Ruvolo not shown
compassion and forgiveness, asking the
judge to exercise leniency.

Judaism emphasises the importance of
teshuva (repentance), from the Hebrew root
meaning “return”. But what is perhaps often
overlooked is that the return it envisions is a
two-way street. An apology does not count
as repentance unless it is sincere, heartfelt,
and has the ability to lead to genuine forgive-
ness.

Teshuva is about renewing a relationship
that has been sundered, not simply curing
one party’s guilt. It is about curing a hurt
that has caused a rift between parent and
child, husband and wife, brother and sister,
friend and friend. As much as is possible, it
returns things to the way they used to be.

With some schools of psychology, apolo-
gies today are not so in vogue. They have
tried to remove “guilt” from our lexicon.
“Suppress it!” they say. But in truth, when
we refuse to admit, the regret simply festers
inside.

Judaism emphasises “healthy guilt” -
where you maintain the sense that you're a
good person, while acknowledging that in
this case you used bad judgement and made
a mistake.

Many people do not apologise because
they are afraid of being seen as weak. A true
apology, however, indicates strength. An
apology is a magnanimous act, for it
involves taking a bold and difficult step, per-
haps at great emotional cost. A sincere apol-
ogy allows both parties to move on, stronger
than they would otherwise have been.

Regret and remorse

A proper apology must show both regret and
remorse. Remorse without an apology may
mean there is no opportunity for healing.

Apology without remorse is ineffective.

Often, regret derives from the fact that one
was caught doing something wrong. Had the
individual not been caught, she/he would
not feel sorry, whereas remorse is about
being truly sorry for causing another person
pain, and an understanding that the act was
morally wrong. It has to demonstrate a com-
mitment to genuine change, which, after all,
is what teshuva is really about.

Maimonides, in his classic work, Mishneh
Torah, describes the steps for doing teshuva:
there has to be admission and regret over
the misdeed. The individual must confess
the sin to G-d, regret it, and resolve to never
do it again.

If someone has hurt another person phys-
ically or financially, the offender must pay
the victim. The perpetrator must also ask
the victim for forgiveness.

Only when the aggrieved party receives
such an apology - that the perpetrator both
regrets it and feels it was wrong - will there
be the possibility of true forgiveness.

Further, the apology has to be contrite,
not accompanied by a litany of excuses.
We’re all familiar with conditional apologies
such as: “If anyone has been hurt by my
actions, I am sorry,” or “I am sorry you feel
this way,” or “I didn’t do it on purpose. I had
a hard day and I didn’t realise what I was
doing. And why are you so sensitive about
this, anyway!?” These do not indicate gen-
uine remorse and therefore do not truly
heal.

Get over it

The professional world today is increasingly
recognising the importance of apologies.
Legal scholars argue that sincere penitence
is superior to punishment as a way of resolv-
ing mutual grievances, and that many legal
disputes arise in the first place only because
there had not been an apology.

Medical schools now teach future doctors
to apologise when they make a mistake, and
a growing number of businesses are apolo-
gising for manufacturing defective products
or polluting the environment.

Apologies are important not only in inter-
personal relationships, but in global rela-
tions.

The late Pope John Paul II effected a revo-
lutionary change in Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions when he visited Israel in March 2000.
He stood at the Western Wall and apologised
for centuries of Catholic anti-Semitism.

Learning to forgive is a technique to ele-
vate one’s long-term level of happiness.

It takes great courage to say: “I am sorry
for what I did and I regret it. Please forgive

”

me.

With kind compliments of aish.com
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Happy New Year

“He who saves a life, is as if he saves the world.”
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Securing the future of the Jewish community with a strong Israel at its heart
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Primedia Limited wish
all their Jewish clients a very happy, healthy
Rosh Hashanah and well over the Fast

“... Who has kept us in life and has preserved and enabled us to reach this season.”

Contact us on - Tel +2711 506-3000 ® Fax +2711 506-3183 ® www.primedia.co.za







