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SHABBAT TIMES PARSHA OF THE WEEK

THE COVETED cup has been re-
conquered!

On Saturday night, ear-to-ear
smiles were brought to the faces
of all of us ecstatic South
Africans, and national pride was
dolled a significant boost. 

Years of personal and team
training culminated in what has
been described in various terms,
but all along the lines of: A glori-
ous evening. South Africa became
the second team to hold two
Rugby World Cup victories.
Numerous South African players
received accolades, including one
(Bryan Habana) being named
Player of the Year.

But was it all worth it?
This wasn’t just a few rowdy

and enthusiastic men throwing a
ball around having some fun.
John Smit - strong in his captain-
ship - expressed on behalf of his
players the sense of achievement,
after all the years of SACRIFICE.

You don’t just walk onto the
field of the Stade de France one
chilly October evening, play some
good rugby and lift a trophy! We
all know that as easy and effort-
less as they sometimes make it
look, that’s far from the whole
story.

To kick with the precision of a
World Cup winner takes immense
concentration; to develop that
focus takes effort, hard work and
certainly takes some sacrifice.
And to develop the iron strength
of a World Cup winner takes hour
upon hour of training; devotion to
that training requires the sacrific-
ing of other tempting options.

They gave up on some of those
foods they would have loved to
eat.

They sacrificed some time with
their families.

And their businesses were
deprived of some of their atten-
tion.

Were the sacrifices all worth it?
Ask John Smit and his players,

and we all know what the answer
will be!

If you really want something,
sure you have to sacrifice. You
may have to sacrifice money, time,
sleep or alternative opportunities.
But you do it because the thing
you’re gaining is, in your opinion,
more valuable than the things
you’re giving up on.

Certainly - what to one person is
worth sacrificing for, to another is
worth nothing. But each person -
according to his or her value sys-
tem - lives a life whereby they pur-
sue certain goals at the expense of
other options. It all depends on
what you value, on what you see
as a means and what as an end.

Life has two challenges... The
first is deciding what’s important
and what’s not. What are the
means and what is the end? What
should I expend, and what should
I pursue? What should I collect,
and what should I trade, in order
to do so?

Then, the second challenge is to
get on with it, to live practically as
you have theoretically chosen to
do.

As an example: You decide that
your health is more important to
you than your ice cream. I mean,
ice cream is important of course,

but not as important as your
health. So you’ll allow yourself
one treat a week. You would love
more than that - say, once a day -
but you’re willing to make the sac-
rifice because your health is more
valuable.

We Jews are no strangers to sac-
rifice. Our history is unfortunate-
ly not short of stories of people
who died with “Shema Yisrael” on
their lips - at the stake, in the ghet-
tos and in the gas chambers.

But more than that - a greater
“Kiddush Hashem”, sanctification
of Hashem’s name - comes about
by the other kinds of stories - the
Jews who sanctify Hashem in
their lives, not just in their deaths.

It is in this week’s parshah that
the Jewish spirit becomes geneti-
cally modified with the ability to
make worthy sacrifices. The ulti-
mate sacrifice is made with love
and acceptance by Avraham and
Yitzchak in the story of the
Akeidah. And they - as the nation
builders of the Jewish people -
gave every Jew the ability to do
the same.

Does it take sacrifice to live as a
Jew? Sure it does!

That juicy piece of lashon hara
would feel great to divulge; when
you hold back, you’re “depriving
yourself of potential pleasure”.
When you electronically transfer
that money to your favourite
tzedakah, let’s not kid ourselves:
It shows as a minus on your
account!

On Pesach you can eat where
you want, but not what you want.
On Succot you can eat what you
want, but not where you want.
There are rules and lists - of what
you can do and what you can’t -
when, what and how.

Is it all worth it?
Of course it is. In fact it’s no sac-

rifice at all. It’s simply a trade-in
of less important things for more

important ones. It’s simply an
appreciation of what’s the goal
and what are the means.

When you say “no” to that
scoop of ice cream you’d do well
to phrase it not as a loss of ice
cream but as a gain of health.
When you pay for that great new
gadget you’ve been waiting to get,
the money isn’t a sacrifice, it’s a
way to get what you want.

And so too, when a Jew says
“no” to that steak they shouldn’t
be eating, it does feel like a sacri-
fice, but in reality it’s a fine
trade-off, not a loss of steak, but a
gain of spiritual health. And
when you pay for that great new
expensive Kiddush cup, there’s
no real sacrifice; rather, you’re
getting what you really want.

When a Jew lives as a Jew
should - and he sometimes, or
often, has to say “no” - he realis-
es that he’s not losing out at all.
Those things which look like sac-
rifices are simply ways of gain-
ing the things that matter most -
eternity, passion and spiritual
well-being.

October 26 / 14 Cheshvan 

October 27 / 15 Cheshvan

Starts Ends

18:03 18:54 Johannesburg

18:10 19:45 Cape Town

17:56 18:47 Durban

18:14 19:06 Bloemfontein

18:00 19:16 Port Elizabeth

18:12 19:05 East London

DAVID SAKS

DURING NOVEMBER, the Goe-
the-Institut in Johannesburg, in
association with the SAJBD, will
be hosting an exhibition and relat-
ed programme of events on
Holocaust memorials in modern-
day Germany and elsewhere in the
world. 

The exhibition, entitled “Absen-
ce and Loss”, features the work of
Marion Davies, an award-winning
fine art photographer. It focuses
on the remarkable number of
Holocaust memorials in Berlin,
including sculptures, art installa-
tions, unusual plaques and signs.
Juxtaposing images and text, it
shows the destructive impact of
the Nazis on the daily life of
German Jews and other minori-
ties, the void left in post-war
Germany by their annihilation
and emigration and also protest
and resistance to Nazi domination. 

Davies herself will be one of the
speakers at the opening of the
exhibition, which opens at the
Goethe-Institut on November 8
and will be open to the public until
the end of the month. Speakers

also include SAJBD National Vice-
chairman Dr Jocelyn Hellig, who
has worked extensively with the
Goethe-Institut on Holocaust-
related projects in the past (most
notably the “Seeking Refuge”
exhibition on German-Jewish
refugees who settled in Johan-
nesburg). 

On November 15 at 19:00, there
will be a panel discussion, chaired
by Dr Hellig, on Holocaust memo-
rials in Berlin, Yad Vashem,
Jerusalem and Johannesburg and
their effectiveness as a way of
remembering the Holocaust. 

Panellists will include the well-
known local Holocaust educator
Tali Nates and Michael Wald, son
of the artist, Herman Wald, who
designed the Holocaust Memorial
in Johannesburg’s West Park
Cemetery. Wald will speak about
his father’s intentions in design-
ing the memorial and the message
it conveys, while Nates will speak
about Holocaust memorials in
Poland and Berlin and their mes-
sage to the youth and future gen-
erations. Her lecture will be
accompanied with PowerPoint
presentation of photographs. 

The following week (Wednesday,
November 21 at 19:00) will feature
a documentary by Malte Ludin.
This unusual and emotionally
wrenching film deals with Ludin’s
father, the Nazi war crimnal
Hanns Ludin, who was tried and
executed in 1947. It further shows
how members of his family grap-
ple with - or refuse to engage with
- the history of their family during
the war, and of Weimar and Nazi
Germany in general. Ludin will be
present for the occasion. 

A second panel discussion, this
time focussing on South African
memorials, will take place on
Monday November 26 at 19:00.
One of those scheduled to speak is
Dr Cynthia Kros, associate profes-
sor at Wits, History and Wits
Graduate school, Heritage Pro-
gramme. 

On Monday November 26 at
19:00 there will be another panel
discussion, this time focusing on
memorials in South Africa and
memory and memorials in Africa
- and especially Rwanda. It will be
chaired by Dr Anthony Court of
the Holocaust and Memorial
Chair at Unisa. 

On the panel will be Dr Cynthia
Kros, associate professor at Wits,
History and Wits Graduate School,
Heritage Programme, and Veroni-
que Tadjo, a Wits lecturer and
writer, originally from the Ivory
Coast.

The Jewish community is invit-
ed to the opening of the exhibition
which takes place at the Goethe-
Institut, 119 Jan Smuts Avenue,
Cnr Newport Road, Parkwood, on
Thursday November 8 at 18:30.
Secure parking in front of the
Goethe-Institut is available. To
RSVP or for further information,
contact Kaja Kopkow on (011) 442-
3232.

PARSHAT
VAYEIRA
Rabbi Dani Brett
Milnerton Hebrew 
Congregation, Cape Town

Go Bokke! But was it all worth it?

Shalekhet -

The Fallen

Leaves by

Menashe

Kadishman

(Jewish

Museum,

Berlin).

‘Absence and Loss’ at the Goethe-Institut
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STAFF REPORTER

PRESERVING THE sanctity of life is a core
essence of Jewish life, as it is in Muslim tra-
dition.

So said Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein and
Mohammed Seedat at the launch of the
Houghton Community Active Protection
(CAP).

The CAP project provides proactive crime
fighting by deterring criminal activity in the
first instance. It is a proactive solution utilis-
ing a mix of early identification, counter
observation, intelligence gathering, surveil-
lance and static and mobile patrols involving
properly-trained and equipped staff. 

It is endorsed by the Norwood Police and
Norwood Community Police Forum and is
aimed at preventing crime and criminals
from entering residents’ private space.

There will be a single point of contact,
with a dedicated telephone number for
emergencies. There will also be a 24
hour/365 day manned Incident Control and
Command Centre, high performance patrol
vehicles with two highly-trained and armed
guards and high-performance patrol vehi-
cles with two armed guards driving around
the area 24 hours a day. 

In addition, there will be manned filter
points in the neighbourhood where people
can drive to if they feel they are being fol-
lowed. Wireless camera points will be placed
strategically throughout the area. A block
watch system will be started where two
neighbours, in radio contact with the call
centre, patrol the streets.

Mohammed Seedat, a Lower Houghton
resident, said crime was the greatest threat
to South Africa since 1994.

“We are all unanimous about that across
faiths and races. In the Muslim faith safety
and security in the community, and sacred-
ness of life, is of utmost importance, so we

are united in that,” he said.
The Houghton CAP needs R9 million a

year to run. Already R7,5 million had been
pledged and R5 million collected in cash.

A central improvement district (CID) is to
be established in which residents make
compulsory additional payments on their
rates bills. The extra money is used for addi-
tional cleaning and security services in the
suburb.

The Houghton CAP will also launch a
domestic workers’ programme, training
them how to be on the lookout for crime and
rewarding them financially if they spot or
report criminal activities.

Not all residents however, are happy
about the CAP project. Some say they can-
not afford the safety scheme in Glenhazel.
Rabbi Goldstein wants to turn it into one of
Johannesburg’s first predominantly resi-
dential CIDs.

Some residents of the area say they knew
nothing of the project and claim it was pub-
licised exclusively at synagogues and Jewish
schools.

In terms of CID legislation, residents will
have to pay between R300 and R500 a month
over and above their rates and services bills,
whether they want to or not because the
money will be automatically added to their
rates and services bill. For a CID to be
approved, there has to be a 51 per cent
approval by residents.

A meeting held at the Jabula Recreation
Centre in Sandringham recently to discuss
the matter, was cancelled and the organisers
told to get public consultation. The CID
steering committee was given 30 days to hold
two more public meetings before council
processes the application.

But some residents claim the system
unfairly targets their black male employees
who are harassed by guards when they enter
the area.

Residents rally to make
their suburbs safe
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LILA BRUK,
REGISTERED
DIETICIAN

With the rates of
obesity and
conditions such
as heart dis-
ease rising in

South Africa, it's essential to be able
to assess one's health risk and take
the appropriate action. Here are two
simple methods to determine your
own health risk. 

Waist circumference:

The amount of fat around the abdom-
inal area is indicative of one's risk of
heart disease and therefore by
measuring your waist circumference
you can assess your heart disease
risk. To determine your waist circum-
ference, use a tape measure to
measure your waist at its narrowest

point.
• Women: waist circumference

should be less than 88cm 
• Men: waist circumference should

be less than 97cm
A waist circumference which
exceeds these recommended val-
ues, means you are at greater risk of
heart disease.

Body Mass Index (BMI):

The BMI is a very useful indicator of
health risk. You can determine your
BMI by dividing your weight in kilo-
grams by your height in metres
squared (ie weight/[height2]). For
example someone who weighs 60kg
and is 1,6m tall would have a BMI of
23 (ie 60kg/2,56 = 23).

• BMI of 18,5 or less = underweight
• BMI of 18,5 to 24,9 = healthy

weight
• BMI of 25 to 29,9 = overweight

• BMI of 30 or more = obese
If you have a BMI above 25, you are
at a significantly greater risk of condi-
tions such as heart disease, diabetes,
cancer and infertility. This risk is even
further increased if your BMI is above
30. Therefore, it is very important to
take steps to actively improve your
health if your BMI indicates that you
are at risk. 

What you can do lower to your risk:
• Eat more fruits and vegetables
• Drink 6 to 8 glasses of water per day
• Do at least 30 minutes of exercise 3

times a week.
• Choose low-fat or fat-free dairy

products instead of full-cream
• Choose high-fibre starches (eg seed

bread, brown rice, bran flakes) 
• Remove the fat on meat and the

skin of chicken before cooking

For more information call Lila Bruk on
(011) 728-8909 or 083-244-0163.

What’s your risk?

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY 
RITA LEWIS

DON’T LOOK UP... No! Don’t
look down... Just keep walking -
you know THEY are watching
you... 

These are your thoughts as
you walk, heart pounding,
throat constricted with fear,
down the inside passage
towards the entrance of the
main shul, the Neve Shalom in
Istanbul the capital of Turkey.

You try to calm yourself but
the fear persists  “Just keep
thinking how lucky you are to
have got in at all,” you tell your-
self.

After having had three ter-
rorist attacks with many Jews
killed in the process, it is under-
standable that security should
be extremely tight.

My initial aim for going to
Turkey had been to experience
Succot in Istanbul as there
were many shuls there and I
could observe the festival from
a different vantage point.

Although the guide books
and internet gave a good choice
of shuls, I chose the largest and
seemingly most frequented
one, to ensure that there was a
minyan for me to attend.

After arriving and settling
into the (very expensive) hotel near-
by, I decided to find the shul to
acquaint myself of the way and the
time it would take to walk there.

The main entrance was closed off
so I approached down a side alley
only to find myself confronted by a
big Turkish policeman with a mas-
sive machine gun pointed at me from
inside a bullet-proof, glass enclosure.

His English was one word better
than my Turkish for he asked me:
“Reservation?”

Not having been told that I needed
one, I shook my head and said: “No,”
to which he replied: “No reserva-
tion... No...” shaking his head.

In good Turkish sign language I
started to explain that I wanted to go
inside (to find out the times of the
services etc) but he was having none
of it. They would not let me in.

Finally, he pressed a bell, spoke
into the intercom and a Jewish man
came out of the shul. He said “No
reservation. No,” pointing to the
shul.

I tried another tack. “No tourist,” I
said pointing to myself. “Me
Hebrew/Jew. Want to daven, pray.” I
put my hands together in the time-
honoured non-Jewish manner of
prayer.

I received the same answer as
before. Before long three tourists
came along - with “reservations” to
go into the shul - and one of them,
from Israel, addressed me in
English.

I ranted and raved to her about

coming there to daven and not being
allowed in. But to no avail.

The tourists with “reservations”
were taken to the shul and the guard
then turned to me and said “mincha”
at 7pm, holding up seven fingers.

That evening erev Succot, I
returned to the shul. Same police-
man. Same process. But this time the
bomb-proof, fire-proof door was
opened to admit me.

They went through everything - my
handbag, my purse. They took away
my passport and ID and put me
through a metal detector - twice - all
the time watching me. 

Eventually a massive steel bomb-
proof and fire-proof door was opened
and I was allowed to walk through it. 

My nerves were in a highly strung
state - the more so when I found
under every single seat a hard
hat/helmet to protect one from shrap-
nel etc, should it become necessary. 

To my surprise, the large shul
was more than three quarters full -
although there were only some 20
women - all wearing slacks.

The service was Sephardi style
and quite different, although I
recognised many of the prayers and
tunes and joined in the davening. 

On the bima there was not one
but three chazzanim or rabbis lead-
ing the service, all of whom wore
identical beautiful kittels made of
shiny white material, pleated from
the chest down trimmed with satin.
They all wore white mitres on their
heads.

After the service one of the men

got up shouted out something
in Turkish and gestured to all
the women to go to the corner
of the shul. He then turned to
me making the same gestures.

I followed and found all the
congregation gathered in the
upstairs foyer milling around.
After a while, another massive
fire-proof and bomb-proof
door was opened leading to a
leaf covered doorway which
was the entrance to the succah.

Interestingly there were no
decorations as we know them.
From the roof of the succah
whole papaws, melons, apples
etc hung in string bags. On the
walls were laminated flat vel-
vet Torah covers embroidered
in the same manner as ours
with silver crowns, golden
lions and dedications to the
memories of those long passed
on.

Although I spoke no Turkish
and they no English, everyone
was extremely hospitable. I
was passed the wine before the
men had theirs and was given a
plate with five different kinds
of food - for 5 brochas.

The rabbi gave a talk, every-
one came and shook hands
with me and we all went our
separate ways.

The following morning was
Shabbat and I did not have a hand-
bag with me. This time I was let
through without being searched.

After the service, in the succah, a
man came up to me and asked if I
spoke French. I do.

He asked me where I came from
and I said “Johannesburg”. “Ah,” he
said knowingly, “Nelson Mandela”.

Everyone crowded around while
he asked the questions, I answered
them and he retranslated into
Turkish.

There was no rabbi’s drosha that
day. They were all too busy hearing
about Johannesburg.

We all left the shul chatting and
friendly. I was now one of them.

The French speaking man and his
wife came to the hotel that evening
and gave me a book on the history of
their shul - a shul I will never forget.

A Shul and people I’ll never forget
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Megi and Avram Mazelto, the

French-speaking man and his wife

who broke the ice for me in the

Neve Shalom Shul in Istanbul.

The 8-ton chandelier hanging above the bima.

Congrats

to the

Bokke

Mazeltov!
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SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

WITH SO many of the people from the gen-
eration of “baby boomers” having grown up
with parents who did want to discuss their
childhood years, their schooling or in fact
anything at all to do with their parents,
backgrounds or “der heim”, it was very
interesting to see some 80 people listening
intently to Beth Hatefutsoth guest speaker
Mark Kopman as he reminisced about his
years travelling around the then Orange
Free State.

Kopman, who recently spoke at Beyachad
in Johannesburg, spent many years in
Bloemfontein. He related how he had trav-
elled extensively over the entire Free State
province, meeting Jewish farmers and town
residents, interacting with them and their
families, listening to their stories and photo-
graphing many places and people of interest
- especially the synagogues which were dot-
ted around every town where Jews were to
be found.

Most of these towns and areas are now
devoid of any Jewish life and as testimony to
“what was, was”, these photographs will be
appearing in the third and latest volume of
the series of five of Jewish Life in the South
African Country Communities. This will
cover the history of the Jews, their lives, off-
spring, businesses etc over the entire Free
State - except for Bloemfontein and
Kimberley. 

The towns and areas of Bloemfontein and

Kimberley have been omitted from the book
as well as those of the other main centres of
Jewish life in South Africa, Johannesburg,
Durban, Cape Town, East London,
Oudtshoorn etc, as these have already been
collated and are already on record at Beth
Hatefutsoth in Israel.

The book is expected to be published in
the next few months by the South African
Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth - under whose
auspices the Beyachad function was held. 

As the names of various towns and places
cropped up in Kopman’s talk, people in the
audience, almost all of whom had lived or
grown up in the Free State and knew each
other - or were meeting each other after
much time had elapsed - nodded in agree-
ment and acknowledgement of his recollec-
tions. Some interjected, adding their own
comments and memories to his words.

After the function, many in the gathering
said they too would have like to have added
their own memories and reminiscences to
Kopman’s - but obviously there were time
constraints - while others spoke of the many
interesting photos of people and places they
too had in their homes and collections.

As a result of this demand, a further fol-
low-up on this function which will be a dis-
cussion session, will be held this Sunday,
October 28 at Beyachad. This will be interac-
tive with the audience asked to bring their
photos and/or memorabilia along. 

The function will start at 15:00 for 15:30
and will be chaired by Stephen Katzew. 

Those were the
(Free State) days

Standing: Larna Bronstein and Adrienne

Kollenberg with seated: Rose Norwich, Lee

Klawansky and Elona Steinfeld.

Zara Jackson plays the fool with Patrick Mynhardt’s glasses.

Ellen Oppenheimer with Stephen

Katzew, who will be the facilitator at

next week’s function.

Naomi Rosen, Joyce Tucker and

Patrick Mynhardt.
Researcher, Larna Bronstein and her

husband Issie.

Mary Kopman one of

the researchers.

Guest speaker Mark

Kopman addresses the

gathering.

Two of SA Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth’s researchers, Mary Kopman and Elona

Steinfeld with Adrienne Kollenberg (centre).
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EHUD GOLDWASSER 

231 DAYS

ELDAD REGEV 

231 DAYS

GILAD SHALIT 

248 DAYS

ZACHARY BAUMEL 

9028 DAYS

YEHUDA KATZ 

9028 DAYS

TZVI FELDMAN 

9028 DAYS

GUY HEVER 

3482 DAYS

RON ARAD 

7440 DAYS

Lest We Forget
(011) 645-2510/2

Taken from their families, these young captive

Israeli soldiers are denied the most basic of human

rights as enshrined in the Geneva Convention. The

Israel Foreign Ministry is active in efforts to gain

their release on all levels: Neither Israel nor any

other civilized, law abiding country can accept this

situation.

We at the South African Zionist Federation and

SAUJS are committed to ensuring that they are not

forgotten. 

Help us to help them. Remember them when you 

celebrate; remember them when  you debate, 

remember them at every gathering.  Let us, the

South African Jewish community, join hands and

fight for their return.

WORLD SOLIDARITY DAY for the KIDNAPPED 

SOLDIERS will be commemorated internationally 

on 30 October 2007.

Student  groups around the  world as part of the

World Union of Jewish Students (WUJS) will be

coming together to show their solidarity with these

soldiers who are close in age to ourselves. SAUJS

invites all South African students to join the rest of

the world in prayer and  in calling for the release of

the captured soldiers. Tehillim, 70, 13, 142, and

126. For more info and to send a letter to the UN

go to info@saujs.co.za
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THE COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS

From Dave Shapiro:

“In response to John Wolfenden’s letter to
Community Buzz in the September 12 issue
of Jewish Report, I wish to add some more
about the country commercial travellers
from those years.

“My late father Norman Shapiro was a
commercial traveller for the best part of 40
odd years until the late 1970s, in the early
years working as a fulltime employee for
various firms and later as a freelance agent
representing a number of houses.

“As mentioned by John Wolfenden, most
of these ‘knights of the road’ were a special
breed, normally with a good sense of
humour, often telling jokes and stories to
both their customers and fellow travellers.

“I remember my dad leaving
Johannesburg early on a Monday morning
and travelling to all parts of the country
and returning sometimes late on a Friday
afternoon. If he’d had a good week he
would return on a Thursday afternoon.

“My dad was very involved in an organi-
sation called SACTA (South African
Commercial Travellers’ Association) and
I’m proud to say that his portfolio on the
committee was visiting those travellers
who were in hospital. (A huge mitzvah).

“Two names that I remember who were
involved with SACTA are Hilly Feldman
and Joe Caron. The monthly news-
magazine from this organisation was,
appropriately, called On the Road.

“Incidentally, I knew Dave Shapiro, my
namesake, whom John Wolfenden men-
tioned, as well as his brother, whose first
name escapes me and who was also ‘on the
road’. Other names that come to mind are
Dave Elk and Fred Hirschowitz.

“There were times that I went with my
dad and enjoyed staying in the country
hotels, some of which were owned or run

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 

082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,

lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

by Jewish families. Two that come to mind
are the Levin family in Middelburg in
Mpumalanga and the Fish family in
Mafekeng in North West Province. 

“I can remember Mrs Fish putting all the
Jewish travellers at the same table in the
dining room and serving them traditional
Jewish foods like gehakte herring and real
chicken soup with kneidlach.

“Those are all days gone by and this is my
tribute to those men who gave up a large
part of their family life to be ‘On the Road’.”

FROM ZELWYN GOLDSMITH:

“I have been ‘on the road’ for 50 years and
am still travelling in Swaziland and
Lesotho. I am 68 years of age and I started
as a young man having learnt the trade
from my late father, Jackie Goldsmith, who
was a travelling salesman in Bechuana-
land, Zululand and the Northern Transvaal
for a period of 45 years.

“One of the firms we travelled for was
called ‘Traumin Clothing’ of which (Jewish
Report editor) Geoff Sifrin’s late father,
was a director. 

“I remember many of the ‘reps’ of
‘amolige yaren’ and would be pleased to dis-
cuss these ‘knights of the road’ with you.”

VIRGINIA

From Steven Katzew   

“I have been invited to host a ‘Come and
Talk’ session on remembrances of life in
the Orange Free State on behalf of SA
Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth on Sunday
October 28 at 15:00 for 15:30 at Beyachad. 

“The session is part of the preparation
and research by SA Friends of Beth
Hatefutsoth for volume 4 of ‘Jewish Life in
the South African Country Communities’,
which will include life in the country areas
of the Free State. 

“Besides the fun and joy of reuniting
with old friends and fellow members of the
various communities, these sessions are
also a source of anecdotal material for the
researchers.

“Virginia, on the Free State Goldfields,
was home to my parents Joe and Doris
Katzew, my brother Rod, my sister Sue and

myself for 21 memorable years from 1962
until 1983. We were initially members of
the Hennenman Jewish community, where
I vividly recall Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur services in a shul converted from a
shop. 

“After the decrease in the numbers of
this community and the cessation of High
Holy Day services there, we joined the
flourishing Welkom community consisting
of approximately 120 families at its peak,
which was served at the time by distin-
guished Rabbi Mazabow, himself a product
of Jagersfontein in the Free State. After
Rabbi Mazabow moved to Johannesburg,
Reverend Klitzner from the Cape took over
as spiritual leader of the Welkom commu-
nity.

“It is probably correct to say that the pre-
Second World War golden era of the Free
State country Jewish communities was
already in decline when the Free State
Goldfields were discovered in 1946.
However, the rapid development and
growth of Welkom, Odendaalsrus, Virginia
and Allanridge above the rich deposits,
attracted droves of speculators and pio-
neers, including many Jews, which
accounted for a revival in Free State
Jewish life, at least in these parts of the
province.

“Please come and share your memories
of Jewish life in the country at this unique
and special occasion, and help honour and
reward the wonderful efforts of the
researchers of the SA Friends of Beth
Hatefutsoth in painstakingly recording a
glorious chapter in Jewish Diaspora histo-
ry.”

JOHANNESBURG

Jules Gordon writes:

“The following are details about our movie,
‘The Arc Movie... a Journey Through
Time’. It is compiled mainly from 8mm
movies that I’ve managed to retrieve and
sort out from Fickey Klevansky’s collec-
tion. They were in very good condition, in
colour, and very well filmed, considering
they are almost 50 years old.

“It is being made by Laurie Fineberg and
myself and will be professionally edited

before it is released for sale. It also includes
footage taken from other sources, as well as
footage, which we ourselves have been film-
ing at the former Arcadia grounds in
Oxford Road, Parktown.

“In order to cover the full story of The
Arc, and most importantly, to try and fea-
ture as many old Arcs as possible from dif-
ferent eras, we will be including many still
pictures and photos from the 1920s up until
the present with many of the ‘Arc Legends’
and sportsmen, and as many old Arcs as we
can. Because of the length, it will be
released as a two-disc DVD set.

“It will rekindle so many memories and
friendships from the past, much the same
as David Sandler’s book, ‘100 Years of Arc
Memories’, which has been on sale for the
past year or so.

“It will be an emotional roller-coaster
ride for all who will see it! Most important-
ly, it will serve to enable Old Arcs, who are
now spread throughout the world, to actu-
ally be able to show their children and their
grandchildren that magnificent and magi-
cal place that was home both to them and to
so many other children for nearly 100
years. 

“They will be able to show them their
friends with whom they grew up and all
these wonderful places that up until now
have only been names. 

“The property was bought by Hollard
Insurance and has undergone major
changes. The main building and the shul
building have been declared National
Heritage sites and been restored to their
former beauty.

“Arcadia Children’s Home has been relo-
cated, and is now situated in Sandringham,
Johannesburg.

“This film is to show and preserve the
‘Arc spirit’ of togetherness, that flame and
bond that is unique between all those who
were fortunate to have grown up in
Arcadia, ‘that place we called home’.

“We will be launching the film on
Saturday February 23 2008 at The Sandton
Shul Hall with a 1960s theme casual dance
party. There will be a limited number of
tables available and we are already taking
reservations. Contact Celeste Fineberg 082-
714-6326/(011) 706-1312 or Jules Gordon 082-
552-3148/(011) 786-9918.”

Springbok supporters rally opposite the M1 highway in Johannesburg outside Sasfin Bank last week before the World Cup game 

in Paris. (PHOTO: ILAN OSSENDRYVER)

The cheers before the game AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

SARKOZY: ISRAEL IS A MIRACLE

PARIS - Ehud Olmert has won rare
French endorsement for Israel and its
diplomatic policies.

The Israeli prime minister, on a
European tour to drum up support
ahead of his US-sponsored peace confer-
ence with the Palestinians, was hosted
by French President Nicolas Sarkozy in
Paris on Monday.

Israeli officials quoted Sarkozy as
telling Olmert that he considered
Israel's creation a "miracle" of the 20th
century. 

Though the French president had a
Jewish grandfather, he described his
pro-Israel sentiments as less a matter of
ancestry and more an acknowledgment
of the country's role in introducing
democracy to the Middle East.

During his meeting with Olmert,
Sarkozy reiterated his strenuous opposi-
tion to Iran acquiring nuclear weapons
and said Israel's security was a "red
line" that must not be crossed. 

But France has yet to support the idea
of preventive military action as a last
resort for blocking Tehran's atomic
ambitions.

In a further departure from France's
traditional equivocation on Middle East
affairs, Sarkozy came out against the
Palestinians' demand that their refugees
get a "right of return" to land now in
Israel. 

According to Israeli officials, Sarkozy
said it was unreasonable for
Palestinians to expect statehood in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip while want-
ing their compatriots resettled in the
neighbouring Jewish state.

Olmert travelled to London on
Tuesday for talks with British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown. (JTA)
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

All together, just
for a moment

THE RESPONSE of South Africans to the
victory of the Springboks in the Rugby
World Cup shows how desperately we need
national heroes in this country. The last
one we had with whom we could all identify
was Nelson Mandela. 

The sight of this country rising above its
petty politics and racial divisions to root for
a team playing a game whose rules many
citizens did not even understand, and
which traditionally has been played mainly
by whites, had the ring to it of the euphoria
that South Africans felt a decade ago when
the “rainbow nation” concept was still
fresh. 

Since then it has, sadly, lost much of its
lustre as the country wallows in crime, cor-
ruption and other ills. The tragic killing of
legendary musician Lucky Dube two days
before the final match, was a sharp
reminder of how dangerous the times are in
which we live. 

But there we all were - in Paris, tri-
umphant! It was incredible to watch as a
team of mainly white Afrikaners hoisted
President Thabo Mbeki - seen by many as a
rather aloof Pan-Africanist - dressed in a
Springbok windbreaker, exultantly holding
aloft the Webb Ellis trophy for the whole
world to see. 

One need only look at the front-page pic-
ture to see the genuine elation and solidari-
ty on the faces of the players, the president
and all the others. 

The Springboks finally belonged to the
whole nation for just a moment. 

Even the vuvuzela, which had become
synonymous with Bafana Bafana, suddenly
became a symbol of the Springbok triumph.
Anyone familiar with the history and poli-
tics of this country knows that that carries
a special meaning.

May this exultant moment stir us to build
better relations between us all, with our
national pride restored and a renewed
sense of what could be possible in this
country if we were to succeed in burying
the cynicism and fear that have overtaken
many of us. 

Adding another layer
to SA-Israel ties

In international politics, relations between
countries always consist of more than pub-
lic posturing. 

In the case of Israel and South Africa, in
the areas of trade and technology the rela-
tionship has been developing a firm founda-
tion for years, after an initially strained
period post-1994.

While the basic compatibility between
Israel and South Africa for trade, techno-
logical and other exchanges is obvious,
credit for the creation of this firm founda-
tion is also due in part to South African
Jewry, who for years have been beavering
away to foster SA-Israel links. In doing this,
they have shown that they are part and par-
cel of the ethos of the new South Africa and
are willing to stand up for their particular
identity and allegiances. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, in
sending a seasoned personal emissary to
meet with South African Foreign Minister
Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, as reported
in the story on this page, knows that per-
sonal contact is the key to the door for bet-
ter, more knowledgeable relations. It is
through personal contact that negative
stereotypes and prejudices can be dis-
pelled. 

We hope Dr Dlamini-Zuma will accept the
invitation to visit Israel in the spirit in
which it was extended, and indeed go there
in the near future. The fact that she was
invited shows Israel’s respect for this coun-
try and the potential value of South
Africa’s input into the arduous process of
achieving peace between Israel and the
Palestinians.

however, that while individual African
states are friendly towards Israel on a bilat-
eral level, when they are at the UN as a col-
lective with Arab states they are more like-
ly to vote against the country - “or else they
leave the chamber during the voting”.

Israel’s relation with sub-Saharan
African states since 1967, in which Revah
has had direct involvement, has at times
also been seriously affected by the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and resembles a seesaw. 

In 1967 after the Six Day War, various
African countries severed relations with
Israel because of Soviet pressure - the
(then) USSR had a presence in many of
them. “But they did so reluctantly,” Revah
says. Informal contacts continued. Israeli
interests were handled through the Belgian
and other embassies. 

After the 1973 Yom Kippur War almost all
African countries severed relations with
Israel under pressure from the Arab
League. But big Israeli companies like Solel
Boneh - which had a large project going in
the Ivory Coast - remained. 

“By the 1980s African countries realised
they weren’t getting from the Arabs what
they had expected, and gradually started
resuming ties with Israel, especially when
they saw that nothing untoward happened
to them when they did this - the Arabs did
not stop their aid or oil,” says Revah.  

“This was before democracy began arriv-
ing in Africa and decisions were made by
leaders like Mobutu in Zaire with little con-
sultation with their people. 

“In 1983 I was sent to Ghana and Togo to
look after Israeli interests. I operated
through the Swiss and Belgian embassies. It
was a difficult period. I felt like a pioneer.” 

In 1986 Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir declared he wanted to visit three
states that had re-established ties - Liberia,
Zaire and the Ivory Coast. The tour was
planned to arrive with fanfare in an Israeli
plane with an entourage of 70, including
businessmen, diplomats and the press.

Revah took a bold leap: “I went to the
president of Togo and said: ‘Why don’t you
also renew ties with Israel at the same time
as Shamir’s visit to those countries?’ He
responded that he would be prepared to do
this on one condition. I thought it would be
something very difficult. But he answered
that the condition was that the tour begins
in Togo.

“I was so excited that I said okay without
full consultation with my superiors in
Israel. When I talked to them, Israel asked
what Togo wanted in return - money, tanks,
technology? But Togo asked for nothing
except that one condition. Israel agreed.”

Togo put on a festive reception for the
Israelis. Some 3 000 people - children and
others - danced in the main street in colour-
ful costumes made for the occasion. As the
Israelis arrived, they sang a song they had
composed with the words: “Shamir melech
Yisrael!” (Shamir the king of Israel). 

The intifada in 1987 caused nervousness
in African states about drawing closer to

Israel. But then the Madrid conference in
1991 took place, with multilateral involve-
ment from Arab states together with Israel.
After this, approximately one African state
per year renewed ties with Israel. 

Today Israel has full diplomatic relations
with 39 of the 47 sub-Saharan African states
- the African Union comprises a total of 53
member states.

There are nine Israeli embassies in
Africa: Pretoria in South Africa; Dakar in
Senegal; Abidjan in the Ivory Coast; Abuja
in Nigeria; Yaounde in Cameroon; Addis
Ababa in Ethiopia; Nairobi in Kenya;
Asmara in Eritrea; and Luanda in Angola. 

According to official figures, half of all
trade with Africa is with South Africa. This
does not include trade via third countries.
One example is a $700m project underway in
Botswana to create an effective department
of agriculture.

South Africa maintained relations with
Israel throughout the years from 1948,
including military links at times. In 1976
Prime Minister John Vorster paid an official
visit to Israel to the consternation of some
SA Jews. After 1994, with an ANC govern-
ment in power, the relationship became
cold, exacerbated by ongoing violence
between Israelis and Palestinians that SA
attributed mainly to Israel, but was never
severed. 

Israel is careful to make it clear to South
Africa that it does not favour any particular
candidate or party in the political scene. The
relationship is built on solid foundations of
real interests, trade, technology and so on. 

“We have mutual respect with all South
African leaders and officials,” says Revah.
“We see South Africa as not just another
African country, but on its own terms. It is
also a leader in Africa and a significant play-
er at the UN, the G8, NAM and other bodies.
Its influence is important to us.”

Revah was surprised when told about the
importance attached to the recent statement
- published in the SA Jewish Report - from
ANC spokesman Smuts Ngonyama, saying
that the party’s official policy endorsed the
two-state Mideast solution, and explicitly
supported Israel’s right to exist as a sover-
eign state (some people are calling it “the
Balfour declaration” of the ANC).

“But are you saying this is still an issue
here?” Revah asked. “Elsewhere we are
already past that.” 

Given the “two-state” policy of both the
governing ANC and Israel, the two coun-
tries’ positions correspond broadly, and it
would seem that strengthening ties should
not be problematic. But it is the real situa-
tion on the ground that causes the tensions -
how to actualise the two-state solution, and
how Israelis and Palestinians deal with the
violence, settlements, border issues, Jeru-
salem and other questions along the way. 

Will Dlamini-Zuma be packing her bags
for an Israeli visit any time soon? Too early
to tell. The Middle East is hugely unpre-
dictable, and the seesaw could easily swing
one way or the other again.

GEOFF SIFRIN

WHEN JACQUES Revah, who heads the
Africa division in Israel’s foreign ministry,
arrived in Pretoria last week with a letter
from Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni
for SA Foreign Minister Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma, expressing Livni’s “highest
esteem” for South Africa’s achievement of
democracy and inviting Zuma to visit
Israel “at the earliest convenient time”, he
saw it as signalling a significant warming
of ties between the countries. 

Its importance is its emphasis on politi-
cal relations, not only technology and
trade, which have developed well in the
past few years. Five years ago the diplomat-
ic relationship was cold and “correct”, and
it was unlikely such a letter would be sent.
Revah is optimistic this warming will con-
tinue, apparently driven on the SA side by
President Thabo Mbeki, who struck up a
good rapport with Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert when the latter visited this country
in 2004 as deputy prime minister. 

Revah is well aware of the tensions
inherent in South Africa’s political rela-
tionship with Israel because of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The instinctive sympa-
thies of most South Africans lie with the
Palestinians. 

“Our dream is that we will get to a point
where politicians in South Africa will not
feel inhibited about publicly saying they
are in favour of Israel. The political climate
is not yet conducive to this. We will proba-
bly have to wait until there is an agreed
peace in the Middle East.”

Livni’s letter states that Israel “is com-
mitted to the establishment of a viable and
vibrant Palestine, in the West Bank and
Gaza, as a homeland for the Palestinian
people and a peaceful neighbour to Israel”.

A Palestinian state, she wrote, was an
Israeli interest, and Israel’s security should
be a Palestinian interest. She urged South
Africa to use its influence to help achieve
peace between Israel and the Palestinian
Authority, emphasising that Iran led the
radicals in the region who rejected peace.

Israel-South African trade grew by 10 per
cent over the last year to $1bn and various
economic co-operation agreements are
being planned, including one in science
and technology. To support this process
Livni has increased the Israeli embassy’s
diplomatic staff in Pretoria, and hopes to
“build bridges between our peoples”.

Dlamini-Zuma received Revah cordially
and thanked him for the invitation. Its
implementation is of course a different
thing - visiting Israel would be a significant
political gesture. 

Prior to this trip to South Africa on
behalf of the foreign ministry, Revah previ-
ously represented Israel in Durban at
UNESCO’s conference on world heritage
sites (see box on facing page). 

Israel has bilateral relations with numer-
ous other African countries but not as
strong as with South Africa. Revah notes,

Israel invites Dlamini-Zuma to visit
The vibrancy of Israel is epitomised in this café scene in Tel Aviv.
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